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^  J  ^HESE  Recollections 
I  pose  to  publish  a  sel 
questions,  but  in  col 
that  they  should  be  accompa 
the  circumstances  that  attei 
to  furnish  such  a  statement  1 
of  my  public  life,  which  c 
1854  to  the  present  time.  T 
the  Civil  War,  the  war  itself 
sacrifices,  the  abolition  of  i 
ures,  and  the  vast  and  une] 
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Every  man  has  a  theory  c 
indifferent  to  any  other.  At 
Still,  the  problem  of  providing 
sive  operations  of  a  great  war,  ; 
of  the  vast  debt  created  durin 
tance  to  the  conduct  of  armies 
in  solving  this  problem  were 
who  were  carrying  muskets  or 
of  these  I  feel  it  my  duty  to 
and  to  claim  for  them  such  m 

These  volumes  do  contain 
financial  measures  of  the  TJnil 
the  past  forty  years.  My  hopt 
will  be  able  to  correct  the  v 
citizens  who  became  infected  1 
the  “free  coinage  of  silver.” 

My  chief  regret  is  that  the 
permit  me  to  extend  my  narrc 


Therefore  I  have  not. 
adopted  as  the  result. 
This  preface  is  ha 
general  custom  of  addi 
an  apology  for  writ  iip 
chief  object,  of  a  pref 
kindly  consideration  o 
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r  I  ^  1 1 M  family  name  of  Sh 
I  origin.  If.  is  vary  con 

I  dilToront  parts  of  iho 

written  Hhoarnm.nn  o 
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The  principal  fa: 
the  Shermans  of  Ye 
of  which  is  given  i 
mond  Sherman,  nr 
He  was  born  in  156 
26,  1611.  He  reside 
a  place  of  some  imp 
a  man  of  means  an 
all  the  faults  and 
money  and  the  ts 
poundage.  He  had 
Charles  I  undertoo 
impose  unlawful  ta 
land,  and  when  the 
with  great  severit 
He  had  three  sons 
1614;  Edmond,  ha; 
tized  July  12,  1618 
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“Captain  John,1’  to  Boston,  h 
to  thorn  it.  is  said  Unit,  tho 
nt'phow  ondmrkod  for  Boston, 
tain,  howovor,  that,  his  won,  li 
Sanmoi,  and  his  nophow  “Cap 
1  tall.  It.  is  quito  as  oort.ain  th 
thoir  fathor  and  thoir  broth 
tor  roturnod  again  to  Dodha, 
sonior,  llvod  and  diod  at.  l>o< 
Bov.  llonrv  Boors  Shonnan,  a, 
and  t horn  found  nut'  of  t Im  o 
hoaring  tho  initials  of  Kdinor 
gift-,  and  t hc>  rooord  shows  th 
church  was  o  reeled  at  Ids  o: 
man  thorn  saw  tho  pupils  of 
mond  Shorman  and  still  in  oj: 
procession. 

When  in  London,  in  tho  s 
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his  attention  to  the  neglec 
mond  Sherman,  in  the  chui 
for  its  repair.  The  genera] 
his  ancestor  in  England  hi 
ment  for  more  than  two  < 
recent  ancestors  lay  in  un. 
ter  to  contribute  to  mon 
to  his  English  cousins  the 
common  ancestors  in  Engl 
by  the  sexton  and  has  bee 
to  Senator  Hoar,  as  a  cl 
Sherman. 

Captain  John  Sherman 
arrival  in  Boston,  settled  ir 
ried  and  had  a  large  family 
ants  was  Roger  Sherman  c 
distinguished  man  of  the  n 
contribute  to  and  sign  thi 
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is  the  ancestor  of  the  family  to  ^ 
sixteen  years  he  came  with  hh 
cousin  “Captain  John,”  in  April, 
from  Ipswich,  and  arrived  in  B( 
settled  in  Watertown,  Massach 
to  Weathersfield,  Connecticut,  tl 
to  Stratford. 

In  Cothren’s  “History  of  Ancii 
full  details  of  the  life  of  Samn 
descendants  to  the  present  gen 
Mr.  Cothren,says: 

“  He  was  from  Dedham,  Essex  eoi 
in  1634,  and  previous  to  the  date  of  tl: 
been  a  leading  man  in  the  colony  of  C 
settlement  of  several  other  towns  in 
same  for  Woodbury.  He  had  been  a 
or  Upper  House  of  the  General  Court, 
five  or  six  years  from  16G3,  and  held 
honor  and  trust.  He  is  referred  to  in 
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The  names  and  dates  o 
parents  are  as  follows: 

Charles  Taylor  Shermai 
Mary  Elizabeth  Sherma 
James  Sherman, 

Amelia  Sherman, 

Julia  Ann  Sherman,  . 
William  Tecumseh  Sher] 
Lampson  Parker  Sherma 
John  Sherman,  . 

Susan  Denman  Sherman, 
Hoyt  Sherman,  . 

Fanny  Beecher  Shermai 

Mr.  Cothren  in  his  “  Hi? 
referring  to  Samuel  Sherm 
John: 

“  The  fame  of  his  sou  John  is 
was  distinguished,  not  only  at  hoc 
of  the  Quorum,  or  Associate  Coue 
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sessions,  retaining  the  unbounded  coi 
was  by  far  the  longest  period  of  timp  { 
He  was  a  man  of  commanding  powers 
every  way  qualified  for  the  various  pu 
died  at  a  good  old  age,  full  of  honor, 
recollections  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
lived.” 

No  portion  of  the  people  of 
decisive  part  in  the  Revolution! 
of  Connecticut.  The  people  of 
ing  spirit,  and,  as  early  as  Sep 
meeting  and  made  patriotic  resc 
tions  for  defense.  Daniel  Sher. 
presided  at  this  meeting  and  v 
association  of  the  delegates.  A] 
perform,  was  to  ascertain  wheth 
its  of  that  town  were  hostile  to 
and  in  that  case  they,  using  the 
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At  a  meeting  held  on  1 
Daniel  Sherman  was  the  Mo< 

“Voated,  that  Each  Able  B 
voluntarily  Inlist  into  the  Oontir 
toward  makeing  the  Quota  of  this 
during  the  war  shall  be  Intitled  t< 
the  Town  the  sum  of  Twenty  Shi! 
Each  month’s  Wages  he  shall  con 
to  his  order,  at  the  End  of  Each  si: 

This  was  kept  np  during 
a  Council  of  Safety,  appoint 
from  nine  to  fourteen  of  th 
state,  to  aid  the  governor  h 
troops,  of  which  Daniel  She 
Benjamin  Huntington,  and  o 
bers.  This  committee  was  f 
responsible,  arduous  and  diffi 
fided  to  its  care.  It  was  show 

■mcm  r>r\Tvfvi  t'wrvcr  oi  mi  o  -i 


OF  JOHN  S 


My  grandmother  was  bom  j 
the  14th  of  June,  1767.  She  liv< 
at  Mansfield,  Ohio,  on  the  1st 
remarkable  woman  in  many  res} 
faith,  of  large  mold,  being  near 
portioned.  She  was  a  granddai 
dard,  a  man  whose  history  stri 
characteristics  of  life  in  Connec 
The  contract  between  the  cliur< 
Mr.  Stoddard,  for  employment  as 

“At  a  lawfull  Towns-meeting  ye 
settling  of  ye  Reverend  mr.  Anthony 
ye  ministry.  And  for  his  eneouragemt 
“  It  was  voted  and  agreed  to  allow 
ye  Ministry,  seventy  pounds  per  Annu,  i 
in  Case  of  Faylure  of  provision  pay. 
pease,  indian  corn  &  pork,  proportional 
“We  do  also  promise,  to  build  1 
known  Demensions  ;  yt  is  to  say,  the  C 

- .vi: — 
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who  died  two  or  three  years  ago, 
ing  seen  him  when  a  lad  about 
capacity  to  his  father,  who  had  : 
had  also  done  what  other  ministi 
in  legal  knowledge.” 

It  must  be  remembered 
days  was  in  quite  a  diffe 
constitution  guarantees  to 
according  to  the  dictates 
tional  mode  of  worship  w; 
law  in  Connecticut,  but  it  s 
persons  dissenting  therefr< 
General  Court,  be  allowed 
a  privilege,  however,  was  r 
who  desired  religious  free 
wilderness,  had  not  antici] 
an  opportunity  to  extend 
the  fatherland  they  had  i 

t.nwn  rhnvrh  wn.s  thfirfifrm 
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the  vicinity  of  his  companion, 
his  musket.  By  this  time  the 
the  country  was  scoured  in  all 
no  other  savages  were  found,  t 
Before  leaving  my  Woodbi 
nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty 
visit  to  Woodbury.  I  was  at 
of  Visitors,  one  Saturday  in  J 
respond  to  an  invitation  I  ha 
and  spend  the  Sabbath  there, 
anticipated,  beautiful  valleys  a 
and  a  quiet,  peaceful,  Sunday 
Hon.  William  Cothren,  and  1 
believe  he  was  superintenden 
all  events,  upon  my  presentin 
to  explore  Woodbury,  he  kind 
I  located  many  of  the  most  i 
The  large,  well-built  stone  ho 
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Subsequently  I  again 
man.  Mr.  Cothren  was  si 
seemed  to  me  that  the  ole 
walks  were  not  so  clean,  i 
and  evidently  the  grave 
ments,  but  a  prominent  01 
to  Rev.  Anthony  Stoddare 
tributed.  We  heard  of  n 
when  General  Sherman  si 
he  said  that  he  believed 
evidence  of  the  residenc 
Sherman  had  been  a  go 
was  the  most  that  could  1 
As  I  have  said,  my  grar 
Elizabeth  Stoddard,  mov< 
he  practiced  his  professh 
position  as  such,  and  for  i 
He  became  early  associc 

millinn  nf  Innrl  lvii 
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citizens,  who  were  sufferers  by 
War,  a  half  million  acres  of  la 
Ohio,  which  was  to  be  taken  c 
called  the  “Western  Connectici 
the  counties  of  Huron  and  Erie 
of  the  State  of  Ohio,  passed  in 
porated  under  the  name  of  “  The 
acres  of  land,  lying  south  of  Lake 
The  affairs  of  this  company,  by 
by  a  Board  of  Directors  which,  a] 
ized  to  locate  and  survey  said  ' 
partition  it  among  the  different 
On  the  first  day  of  Novemt: 
appointed  by  the  Board  of  Dir 
above  tract  of  land,  and,  on  the 
same  year,  he  entered  into  a  co 
James  Clarke,  Jr.,  to  survey, 
Taylor  Sherman  visited  the  fire 
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allowed  land  in  proportion 
of  these  sufferers  is  a  striki 
tive  manner  in  which  the  B 
the  British  troops.  The  w 
ning  of  the  19th  century 
white  inhabitant.  The  cen 
then  contained  a  populatior 
a  population  of  678,561.  0 
tion  were  descendants  of 
inhabitants  of  that  state, 
and  intelligence  of  this  re 
munity  of  the  same  size  an 
As  an  illustration  of  th 
may  be  worth  while  to  here 
Sherman,  the  son  of  Taylc 
“Uncle  Dan.”  In  the  spri 
of  age,  he  was  sent  by  his  1 
land  in  Huron  county,  by 
clearing.  He  had  with  hir 
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write  of  one’s  parents.  As  I  wa 
father  died  I  have  only  a  dim  rec< 
for  an  interesting  sketch  of  his 
abundant.  I  know  of  no  citizen 
dotes  have  been,  told,  or  whose  g< 
more  highly  appreciated,  or  who 
marked,  than  that  of  my  father, 
life  at  the  bar  I  met  many  of  the 
with  my  father,  and  they  all  spok 
and  generally  had  some  incident 
in  the  days  of  the  “Stirrup  Court 
Charles  Robert  Sherman,  my 
Connecticut,  September  26, 17S8,  ■ 
Sherman  and  Elizabeth  Stoddard 
tional  advantages  of  his  day,  an 
menced  the  study  of  law  in  the  ass 
the  Hon.  Judge  Chapman.  He  ws 
and  on  May  8,  of  that  year,  marrie 
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Lancaster,  Ohio,  called  tl 
16th  of  April,  1812,  at  a  ] 
first  brigade  of  the  third  c 
bled  at  Lancaster  for  the  ] 
unteers  to  march  immedia 
of  that  regiment,  made  a  v 
the  result  of  which  was  tl 
pany  required  from  Fairfie 
years  of  age,  and,  as  this 
dence  of  his  mental  qual: 
early  attained  among  the  ' 
from  Pennsylvania,  I  here 

11  Fellow  Soldiers: — The  ci 
upon  you,  her  constitutional  gi 
defend  her  rights  and  libertie 
whether  you  will  voluntarily  ai 
general  of  brigade  and  at  w 
address  you,  cannot  help  but  l 
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world  is  confederate  against  her' 
urged  them  to  battle  and  to  victor} 
that  the  wrongs  and  indignities  of 
there  no  thirst  in  our  bosoms  for  gl< 
rolled  on  the  list  of  fame?  Does 
jour  breasts  to  be  a  guardian  shie 
Are  the  grateful  thanks  of  jour 
to  valorous  acts? 

“  Go  then,  fellow  soldiers,  assi 
tion  of  an  internal  warfare,  awaki 
courage  of  an  American  freeman  a 

“  Let  the  wings  of  fame  come 
bring  joy  to  jour  mothers’  hearts, 
fathers’  bosoms;  then  shall  jour  ( 
shall  venerate  jour  names,  the  wor 
dians  of  libertj  and  the  bulwark  o: 

I  presume  the  soldiers  er 
the  army  infamously  surren 
of  August,  1812.  This  even! 
western  states  and  territoriei 
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a  great  embarrassment  for  him 
It  did  not  affect  his  standing,  e 
eminent,  but  it  deprived  him  of 
of  advantages  and  opportunity 
otherwise  would  have  had. 

In  the  spring  of  1815  my  fath 
his  father  in  Norwalk,  and  imn 
but,  owing  to  the  nature  of  tin 
until  after  his  father’s  death.  T] 
to  his  wife,  and  daughter  Eliza' 
estate  in  the  State  of  Connectic 
his  debts,  which  were  very  sms 
sons,  Charles  Sherman  and  Dai 
the  town  of  Sherman,  county  of 
“Sufferers’  Lands.”  The  remain 
State  of  Ohio  he  gave  equally  • 
estate  was  soon  settled,  and  in 
grandmother  and  her  daughter. 


the  courts  used  to  meet,  Chari 
of  companions,  and  contributed 

4  When  all  su 
As  made  the 

“  Thus  endowed  and  so  ass 
people’s  lawyer,  from  the  Ohio  . 

“In  1823  he  was  elected  by 
Court  of  Ohio,  and  perhaps  the 
ity  for  this  high  position  was 
when  speaking  on  the  subject  o. 
with  great  personal  diffidence  a) 
the  ripe  experience  of  years  nec 
tude  in  a  court  of  the  last  resor 
Jacob  Burnet,  and  Peter  Hitch< 
judicial  history  of  Ohio. 

“Judge  Sherman  upon  the 
of  his  professional  friends  and  tl 

“  His  written  opinions,  publi 
Court,’  demonstrate  a  mind  oi 
clear,  compact,  yet  comprehend 

ci vo  and  jita  T'A'snAA+Afl  lvv  +.Via 
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in  Ohio  for  a  series  of  years, 
rank  in  the  Grand  Lodge  ■ 
handsome  and  accomplished 
and  liberal  to  a  fault.  He  dii 
at  Lancaster,  in  his  eightieth 
Of  my  mother  I  can  scarce 
she  died  more  than  forty  ye 
Mary  Hoyt.  She  was  a  mem 
and  sailors,  who  had  lived  ii 
first  settlement.  At  the  pei 
the  Hoyt  family,  composed  o 
their  allegiance,  some  as  Tori 
grandfather  was  a  Whig.  It 
one  of  the  Tory  brothers  poii 
at  the  capture  of  Norwalk  1 
nest  of  a  rebel,  and  it  was  l 
shared  the  fate  of  the  greatei 
the  family  went  to  St.  Joh: 

nvAr  thp.v  n.nd  thpir  rlp.qA.pnrl 


reared  in  that  faith  and 
ber  of  that  church  at  t' 
emigrated  to  Lancaster 
nomination,  and,  there 
under  the  pastorage  of  I 
children.  At  a  later  p 
Episcopal  church  was  6 
her  attendance  and  wo 
moved  to  Mansfield  she 
place,  partook  of  its  sa< 
faith  and  worship.  All 
recognized  and  supporte 
except  the  children  of  ( 
mother  and  her  materns 
the  Catholic  church. 

The  writer  of  this  ha 
creed  of  religious  faith  2 
human  being  the  right  t 
to  his  judgment,  but  in 


untarnished  reputaf it m,  hi^hh  tv. 
rit“\  t  hurnm'h  r**|mhi  irans  in  t  In  * 
wa\s  ft j r  t heir  rotiufn  in  au\  run 
tn  yield  equal  j ** ♦! it  leal  and  ehil  j 


My  Boyhood 


Born  at  Lancaster,  Ohio,  May  1C 
Our  Family— Early  Days  at 
Lesson  in  Sunday  Sport  — 
on  the  Schoolmaster- 
Fourteen,  and  My  E: 
at  Beverly  — Ea 
to  Mansfield 
paign  i 


I  WAS  born  at  Lancastc 
the  eighth  child  of  ( 
distinct  recollection  < 
and  incidents  that  fc 
24th  day  of  June,  1829. 
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an  assured  but  small  income 
money  went  a  great  way ;  but 
to  be  cared  for, — from  Charle 
three  months.  The  separatm 
but  the  friends  of  my  father 
ings  were  generous  and  urgen 
our  cousin,  Mr.  Stoddard,  an  o 
Ohio,  studied  law,  and  in  two 
James,  the  next  eldest  brothe 
in  Cincinnati,  and  from  that  t 
a  merchant,  first  in  Lancastei 
William  Tecumseh  was  adc 
Thomas  Ewing,  who  lived  in 
caster.  The  two  families  wei 
which  were  highly  creditat 
Sherman,  had  been  able  to  he 
his  professional  career,  and  f 
ously  responded.  They  mai: 
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Kenyon  College,  five  miles 
kindly  offer  and  was  grate 
well  the  sadness  I  felt,  and  t! 
from  home  into  the  midst 
stage  coach  was  then  the  or 
miles  between  Lancaster  an< 
some  journey.  For  days  afi 
moping  either  at  the  ho  us 
became  accustomed  to  the  cl 
in  the  schools,  which,  as  I 
conducted  by  teachers  of  m 
some  who  became  distingui 
life.  One  of  the  families  t 
that  of  Mr.  Norton,  one  of 
who  lately  died  in  Dallas,  Te 
We  studied  our  lessons  tog< 
and  fights.  It  was  a  “fad: 
very  long.  On  one  occash 
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the  commons,  found  a  dead  st 
carry  the  sheep  into  the  sclio 
seat.  This  was  promptly  don 
purporting  that  this  was  a  verj 
Lord,  and  placed  it  on  the  heac 
ing  Lord  found  the  sheep  and  ] 
indignity.  Efforts  were  at  on 
in  this  farce,  and  proof  was  s< 
disclosed  my  part  in  the  case,  j 
charge  of  the  culprits  from  i 
place,  because  of  his  manifest 
pupils. 

Another  teacher  whom  I  re 
type.  This  was  Matthew  H.  M: 
matic,  allowing  no  foolishnes 
and  impartial  in  his  treatment 
not  like  him,  we  respected  his 

I  had  one  adventure  during 

_ i_  ± _  1  •  _ 1  
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distinguished  in  the  Civ: 
a  careful  business  man  a 
word. 

On  the  whole  I  regar 
well  spent.  I  advanced  i 
Latin  fairly  well,  I  wen 
obtained  some  comprei 
kindred  studies.  In  the 
had  greatly  changed  a 
Amelia  was  happily  man 
Mansfield.  My  father’s 
ker,  of  Mansfield,  to  whic 
her  daughter,  and  my 
career  as  a  lawyer  in  the 

Uncle  John  had  a  fan 
I  felt  I  was  in  the  way. 
return  home  as  all  her 
Uncle  John,  however,  e: 

i TT/'W*  fVll 


result  was  Unit.  I  was  oxpollo' 
ini  (‘mission  of  my  niuihf'r,  and 
was  restored,  and  during  my  I 
no  ot  Inn’  content  ion  with  him. 
Iowa,  whom  In*  established  am 
and  nsoful  life.  Wo  had  frit* 
of  hot*,  hid  noil  hot*  alludod  lo  < 
Undid. 

Tin*  pupils  had  I lm  usual  < 
irioks  on  each  oi  Inn*.  Tho  aca< 
greater  part,  of  which  was  ai 
Howo  lived  on  t ho  eornor  of 
tho  aoadomy.  The  hoys  woi*o 
shako  down  tho  fruit,  hut  wit 
t ho  ground.  One  fall,  wlion  ■ 
conspired  I o  play  a.  trick  upon 
sidors,  anionic  thorn  tny  hrol 
homo  from  (  'ineiuuaf  i,  w  ho  w 
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I  arrived  at  McConnelsville 
only  tavern  in  tlie  place.  I 
Colonel  Curtis  and  introduced  i 
very  kindly  and  introduced  n 
James  M.  Love,  who,  I  was  tolc 
to  the  engineer  corps,  then  ri 
sixteen  miles  away.  I  spent  t 
and  was  intimately  associated  t 
two  years.  He' subsequently  i 
profession  at  Coshocton.  Wh< 
gressing  he  enlisted  in  one  of 
captain,  and,  I  think,  a  maj  or,  a 
subsequently  migrated  to  low; 
the  District  Court  of  the  Unit 
position  he  held  for  many  yea 
He  died  July  2,  1891. 

When  the  time  came  for  j( 
that  we  start  in  the  morning  f 


I  had  another  experience, 
first.  evening  in  camp.  rriu»  i 
in  number,  had  boon  invited  1 
at-  his  house  near  by.  'They 
no  invitations.  \v<‘  worn  loft.  < 
the  insirnnunits  and  supplic 
came  tip  suddenly  a.  storm  of 
along  the  valley,  which  flu 
ground  on  which  it.  stood.  ' 
ut  tmdy  helpless,  and,  for  a  t  i 
my  utter  collapso  ah  this  now 
was  to  wait-  and  hope  for  the 
foss  that.  1  quietly  mingled  n 
not  itdl  this  to  the  boys  whe 
was  over.  No  great  da.mage 
raised  and  st ‘cured  in  place, 
rod  and  instructed  how  to  use 
did  not  have  much  confident 
duties,  and,  especially  the  s< 
followed  iusf  met  ions,  1 1 u w  o \  e 
After  a  day  or  two  t hoy  ga\ 
enter  f  ho  levels.  1  n  a  very  si 
l  could  perform  my  duties,  an 
tin*  record  of  levels,  and  f  ho 
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atf  aoltod  i  o  him  as  an  assist  a' 
Wost-  Point.  ami,  I  think,  w a* 
orly,  w  hero  a  dam,  took  ami 
si rinded.  In  { hi*  fall  of  1  s: 
inf  emporanoe.  1  was  dot  a i It* 
for  w  Inch  I  w as  unfit  tod,  hut 
keep  the  hoathjuartors  advisor 
was  soon  found  that  1  w as 
exeavat  ions,  >t  one  and  other  t 
w as  rout  inuod,  at  m  v  oarly  ; 
work  1  hav  o  intuit  it  mod.  A I 
ami  I  w  a  -•  earefuliv  iu  -t  rur t t-t 
to  do  if .  Thu  u  a>  a  meat  an 
oont inuotl  unfit  t ho  unmurr  n 
I  hiring  most  of  tin*  t  imo  I 
Peariup,  an  ohl  and  m-poeted 
boon  rnpagrd  in  u hat  was  r 
port  oil  t  ho  pruduoo  of  tin*  rm 


40 


RECC 


The  portion  of  the  valley  at 
gularly  fertile  and  pleasing, : 
occupants  were  mostly  of 
Their  productions  had  a  re 
that  age,  before  railroads,  tl 
transportation  and  supplies  < 
The  people  were,  as  a  rule,  i 
had  a  college  at  Marietta  £ 
The  proposed  improvement 
would  give  them  another  : 
of  a  depth  sufficient  for  boa 
well  as  during  the  “freshets 
upon,  but  which  at  best  wei 
as  I  found  to  my  cost.  Th 
provement,”  which,  in  thei 
cheap  water  transportation 
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and  the  lock  will  be  like  a  stran 
for  cut  stone,  or  for  a  railway  ai 
a  growing  city.  Captain  Fearing 
as  many  now  inveigh  against  the 
agencies  will  divide  the  commeri 
The  railroads  will  possess  the  Is 
and  the  great  fresh  waters  of  th 
may  be  utilized  on  short  stretch 
they  will  have  to  compete  with  i 
connections  which  they  do  not  j 
to  levee  the  Mississippi  may  be 
the  planters  will  receive  some  be 
given  to  their  crops.  The  steal 
be  exchanged  for  iron  whaleba 
nature,  as  yet  only  partly  devel 
contest  with  steam  as  a  motive  j 
During  the  period  of  my  sta; 
ments  I  had  very  excellent  oppo 
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stronger  than  water' was  almc 
sidered  equally  .necessary.  ! 
that  time  a  movement  in  fav< 
best  to  discuss  the  subject  at : 
and  I  taking  the  side  of  te 
men  opposing  us.  The  meet 
the  men  employed  on  the  pul 
a  certain  number  of  “jigge] 
hours.  Whisky,  not  being  t 
twenty-five  cents  a  gallon, 
and  was  regarded  by  all  the  1 
as  a  necessity.  At  the  end  c 
member  to  have  been  a  very 
we  had  the  best  of  the  argr 
great  excitement.  The  work 
Cumberland  Presbyterians,  th 
Christians,  were  interfering  v 
when  the  young  schoolmast 
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All  went  smoothly,  the  boat  was  1 
Lake  Shute,  when  the  river  was  f« 
ceecl.  Consequently  the  boat  was  ti 
care  of  a  man  who  slept  aboard, 
rise,  but  it  did  not  come.  Both 
Eivers  were  very  low  that  season  ar 
freshet  came.  This  closing  of  navi 
mand  for  salt  in  Cincinnati,  as 
obtained  from  the  up-river  country, 
that  would  have  yielded  me  a  littl 
been  among  those  thus  detained, 
of  the  salt  by  flatboats,  but  they  v 
ing  season  in  Cincinnati  was  goii: 
high  price,  but  I  knew  it  would  j 
opened.  It  was  apparent  that  I  w 
still  clung  to  my  purpose  to  go  d( 
freshet  came,  some  time  in  Janua 
three  men  on  the  barge,  I  floate( 
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habits  of  the  gentleman  of 
being  a  Federalist.  Mis  boo 
haps  the,  most  valuable  colie 
to  the.  early  history  of  Ohio 
At  this  time  I  visited  wli 
brother  Lampson  and  l  took 
who  was  fond  of  playing  pi 
better  than  1  did,  took  care  1 
boatmen  to  seize  hold  of  i 
which  “l/amp.”  knew  would 
and  to  hold  on  to  it  for  dear 
inside,  and  dually  saw  Has 
nat  urally  seized  on  whatevc 
iug  of  “Hell.”  After  more 
aside  and  there  were  before 
in  every  attitude  of  agony, 
current,  was  passed  througl 
which  the  boatman  held  a 

*•  1 1 -i  vimi  I  willi  mnH.ricH.v  til! 
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tall  and  slender  and  willing  i 
employment  from  Dr.  Kreidei 
Court  or  Recorder  of  Deeds, 
gave  me  a  dollar  and  a  half  a  c 
favor,  but  the  records  were  so 
to  do. 

It  was  at  this  period  of  m 
habits.  Many  of  the  boys  abo 
Howe’s  school  were  still  about 
ployment  like  myself.  We  wo 
post  office,  or  some  place  of  re 
got  into  the  habit  of  drinkir 
diluted  whisky  and  drugs.  Th 
its  was  then  more  common  tha: 
to  this  temptation,  as  Col.  Curl 
all  such  drinking.  With  the 
caster  who  had  nothing  to  d< 
drinking  the  health  of  each  c 
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On  my  return  to  Laiie.ii! 
and  reading,  mainly  of  h 
Miller’s  histories  of:  Englai 
Roman  Empire,”  and  suet 
could  procure.  It  was  at 
Cabin  and  Hard  Cider  Cam 
Harrison  had  boon  nominal 
by  the  Whig  party.  !  I  o  wa 
of  1812,  but  laid  lived  main 
South  Bend,  invar  Ciueinna 
him  as  a  feeble  old  man, 
cider.  The  Whigs  turned  t 
their  adversaries.  They  eo 
lent  war  record,  living  in  ; 
eating  corn  bread,  with  “I 
in  a  palace,  with  roast  boo 
with  gold  spoons,  and  draw 
was  no  doubt  demagoguisi 
questions  of  .protection  to 
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good  speaker  when  he  ad 
clear  statements  of  the  1; 
speak  to  a  jury  he  was 
avoided  jury  trials.  He  i 
and  took  great  interest  in 
a  member  of  the  Harrisbi 
eral  Harrison  for  President 
in  that  canvass.  He  was 
Elizabeth  Williams,  of  Da 
of  his  family  soon  after. 

The  influence  of  the  s] 
Parker  and  my  brother  Ch; 
My  course  of  study,  outline 
Blackstone,  followed  soor 
compromise  I  was  allowe 
Chitty’s  Pleadings  had  to  j 
tion  of  Charles  to  have  an; 
became  more  marked,  and 

mis.  inn  f.liA  hn.r  fn  Inn 
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In  those  days  of  primitive 
banker  of  all  the  farmers  deali 
to  the  merchant  most  of  his  t 
stock  and  pork,  and  purchased 
ing,  tea,  coffee,  and  the  like,  ai 
on  the  growing  crop.  At  the 
settled,  generally  with  a  bala 
Little  money  was  used.  It  wj 
was  not  unusual  for  the  mercln 
Pittsburg  or  further  east,  ai 
eastern  merchant. 

In  the  fall  of  the  year  it  wa 
to  load  upon  his  wagon  his  g 
miles  to  Sandusky  and  Milan, 
farming  implements,  and  the  1 
then  the  chief  production  of 
only  article  that  would  comn: 
highway  was  often  blocked  w: 
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corner  of  the  street  where 
nowhere  to  he  seen.  I  felt 
I  at  once  gave  notice  to  m 
measures  to  trace  the  find 
and  anxiety  which  I  suffer* 
but  Charles  uttered  no  rep 
loss.  Fortunately  within  a 
to  an  “early  drunkard,”  wl 
ment  while  going  for  his  m 
at  night  was  seen  to  take 
search  warrant  soon  led  to  t 
a  small  sum  he  had  spent, 
more  to  my  brother. 

The  social  life  in  Mansfh 
pleasant  and  instructive.  ' 
intercourse  among  the  yoi 
social  meetings,  parties,  da 
the  winter,  but  in  summer,  i 
was  the  recreation  of  the  1 
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assumption  in  the  narrative  whi 
among  those  who  had  not  the  good 
X  was  present,  and  greatly  enjoyed  • 
a  good  opportunity  to  prick  the  bul 
"by  Barker,  and  wrote  for  the  rivai 
scription  signed  “A  Looker  On.”  G 
interest  at  the  time,  but  it  has  probs 
bury,  from  the  memory  of  the  few  v 
a  rivalry  and  left  its  mark  upon  th 
of  the  mill  by  a  flood,  the  cutting  a 
causes,  have  changed  this,  so  that 
young  of  my  day  is  a  thing  of  the  ps 
During  my  study  of  law,  the  bar  i 
a  very  able  one,  including  among  it 
Thomas  W.  Bartley,  Jacob  Brinker 
others.  All  of  those  named  became 
of  Ohio  or  of  the  United  States.  Di 
were  also  many  law  students  in  the 
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had  substantially  practiced  my 
advance  of  my  admission  to  the 
I  arrived  at  the  age  of  twen 
1844,  and  promptly  on  time  on  • 
Supreme  Court  “on  the  circui 
Ohio,  for  admission  to  the  bar 
presented,  and,  according  to  tin 
all  referred  to  a  committee 
Mason,  Hon.  Charles  Anthony 
name  I  do  not  recall.  All  were 
and  had  been  busily  occupied  in 
at  the  office  of  one  of  these  ge 
which  we  had  been  preparing  f( 
put  to  us  which  were  answered, 
the  answer  to  which  led  to  £ 
among  the  examiners,  and  a  prj 
ination.  It  soon  occurred  to  tl 
ested  in  the  cases  coming 

aAR  pi  pi  p.v  as  in  pirn  An  ,  la.wvArs 
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Ohio,  Its  I 

Occupation  by  the  Indians  —  Wi 
River — Commencement  of  the 
istics,  etc.,  in  1787  —  Arrival 
ville  — Census  of  1802  SI 
Occupation  of  the  “C 
Improvement  —  Yt 
Resources  of  tl 
“  Ohio  Me 

THE  life  of  a  man 
his  birth,  the  si 
habits  and  custc 
lived.  As  I  havi 
and  for  more  than  forty 

tn.hi in  flnno-mss  nr 
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generally  as  transitory  as  that  of  1 
Many  of  these  Indian  tribes  we 
under  the  domination  of  a  chie 
dred  as  Abraham  did,  and  plan 
him,  and  moved  at  his  whim  or  " 
the  Indian  tribes  that  had  been  ( 
the  east  and  the  south  chose  his 
in  the  region  of  the  O-hi-o,  often 
Their  contests  with  white  men  ha 
of  fire-arms,  and  some  of  then 
arms  in  the  wars  between  the  E 
a  rule,  the  Indians  encountered 
at  Jamestown  were  all  of  the  sai 
The  difference  between  these  t: 
their  location,  whether  on  the  se£ 
and  by  the  strength  of  the  trib< 
tions  to  the  feeble  band  in  possei 
Whatever  may  be  said  of  the 
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expressed,”  and  floated  up 
Arkansas. 

It  is  impossible  to  reac 
missionaries,  of  their  life  a 
and  their  enthusiastic  des 
land  they  had  discovered,  ^ 
reverence.  The  adventure 
read  like  romance;  but  tit 
great  rivers,  mountains  am 
lion  of  people,  attest  the  a 
courage  and  zeal  with  whi< 

The  discovery  of  Ma: 
Chevalier  de  la  Salle,  a  kni 
ance,  who,  after  overcomi 
an  expedition  by  the  wa; 
River  to  its  mouth.  Thus 
zeal  of  a  priest  and  the  C( 
base  his  claims  to  fully  hi 
upon  grounds  recognized  a 
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several  Indian  tribes  at  the  he 
French  forces  at  Venango.  In  h 
trip  into  the  wilderness,  and  soc 
fixed  purpose  of  the  French  e 
country  to  the  sources  of  the  Oh: 
what  is  now  a  part  of  Penns^ 
commander,  St.  Pierre,  declared 
Englishman  within  the  Ohio  Vail 
tion  of  Washington  left  no  choi< 
except  to  abandon  their  claim  to 
declare  war.  The  English  title 
tion  of  the  shores  of  the  Atlanti 
Georgia.  It  was  claimed  that  th: 
to  possession  westward  from  sea 
In  the  earliest  grants  to  the  < 
and  Connecticut,  their  western 
South  Sea.  Where  the  South 
breadth  of  the  continent,  was 
grants.  James  I  and  his  council 
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of  the  Atlantic  rivers  as  i 
the  nse  of  the  Indians,  anc 
or  remain  within  it.  Thii 
of  the  Revolution.  An  e 
small  importance,  had  aco] 
United  States  the  northwe 
The  State  of  Virginia,  c 
British  crown  to  the  regh 
organized  an  expedition,  ■ 
to  punish  and  repel  incur; 
French  posts  then  held  hy 
so  that  when  negotiations 
our  plenipotentiaries  coul 
States  to  the  northwesterr 
English  colonies,  but  hy.  cc 
at  the  time  of  the  negotia 
ing  the  Ohio  River  a  bi 
Adams  said  that  sooner  i 
would  exhort  his  country 
Ill  e  v  con  Id  kftftn  a,  soldi  fir 
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the  territories,  and  may  be  prop 
ment  of  the  history  of  the  Stat< 
We  may  here  pause  to  cons 
and  characteristics  of  the  Terrii 
1787,  when  the  first  territorial  \ 
Congress.  It  was  bounded  on  t 
River,  touching  on  its  northeast 
nia  and  New  York;  on  the  north 
by  an  arbitrary  line  not  then  defii 
square  miles.  Its  topography  m 
plain,  its  highest  elevation  being 
est  depression  being  440  feet  abo1* 
about  800  feet  above  the  sea.  Ii 
watershed  between  the  river  i 
northeast  to  southwest  across  tl: 
than  the  river,  at  an  elevation  s 
1,300  feet.  The  shed  on  either 
clear,  pure  water,  in  valleys  of  g 

_ _ _ xi ^  _ _ 


hy  \  trauma  grunt  <,  \\ » 
laud  and  a 

was  a  id  ruggtr  fur  uhtu 
eluding  Virginia  and  M 
pusud  mud  h  ul  uflitvi  n 
tu  serum  fnuu  ( ‘uimm  * 
Cumitniinil  had  thuir 
unuerupiud  n'i'iun  in  In 
stairs  dnumndud  their 
I'nited  Status.  Thu  m 
Huttlumunts  in  tdnu,  an 
duseriidants  uf  thu  l’i 
New  Turk,  thu  l tnrmui 
.Jersey  Blurs,  t he  t 'at In 
giniu  and  tin*  lu\al  ml 
furt uuus  in  estatdiduiu 
(Jilin. 

Amnug  t he-e  uarl\ 
thu  statu,-.,  t hu  !!r  \ « *1 1 
\\  hu  canard  t  hrir  In; . 
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that  day  to  the  close  of  the  v 
there  were  hostilities  in  some 
There  is  not  a  county  in  Ohio 
scene  of  a  battle  with  the  India] 

The  interesting  “Historical  < 
by  Henry  Howe,  give  many  det 
aside  from  the  danger  that  lurki 
the  pioneer,  there  were  more  r 
fought  on  the  soil  of  Ohio  than  i 
The  defeat  of  General  Banner 
battles  in  the  Scioto  valley,  lak 
the  settlements  in  Ohio,  and  son 
at  negotiation  was  defeated  by  ! 

In  the  following  year,  1791, 
organized  at  Cincinnati  under 
against  the  Indians  at  the  head 
encamped  they  were  attacked  b] 
defeated,  losing  a  large  number 
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Indians  and  inflicted  upo: 
tory  settled  forever  the  ot 
man,  and  the  irreversible 
will  appear  hereafter,  he  i 
for  twenty  years  more. 

In  looking  back  over  a  j 
sible  to  suppress  a  sense  o 
for  the  Indian  in  his  ime 
General  Wayne,  a  general 
the  northwest  was  propoi 
ing  the  following  year  at 
conference  are  given  by 
Northwestern  Territory.” 
fires,”  explained  to  the  ch 
of  the  treaties  made  at  ] 
manded  that  they  be  rat 
grants.  Many  of  the  rep 
Indians,  are  eloquent  app( 
“Elder  Br  he\s”t  a  ov 
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States  by  treaty,  subject  to 
were  subsequently  ceded  to  i 
Wyandots  in  1842,  when  the 
to  Kansas. 

The  most  important,  and 
spiracy  of  Indians  since  the  t 
by  the  “Prophet,”  a  crazy  eni 
and  accused  of  witchcraft,  a 
rior  of  approved  courage,  p 
Indian,  with  remarkable  intel 
They  united  most  of  the  tri 
treaty,  and  threatened  with  ( 
cerned  in  the  subsequent  tre 
of  General  Harrison,  then  ( 
diana,  who,  in  1811,  after  m 
Tecumseh  and  the  “Prophet 
and  marched  against  the  “Prc 
county,  Indiana.  The  battle 
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of  the  inhabitants  in  the  easte 
the  State  of  Ohio,  by  which 
45,028  persons.  Congress  pro] 
form  a  constitution  and  state  % 
speedily  acted  upon,  a  conven 
elected,  and  a  constitution  ac 
being  submitted  to  the  people. 

This  constitution  remained 
for  fifty  years.  It  was  regarde 
a  model  framework  of  state  g( 
provisions,  but  comprehensive 
of  a  people  growing  in  popula 
1850.  The  present  constitutio 
vention,  which  met  at  Columb 
adjourned  on  the  10th  of  Mari 
ratified  by  a  majority  of  the  pi 

The  decennial  growth  of 
shown : 
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development  of  railroads,  fol 
changes,  following  in  succesi 
tures  of  the  history  of  Ohio, 
pioneers  who  planted  the  firs' 
of  Indian  warfare,  and  firn: 
Ohio. 

After  this  period,  and  the  < 
ment,  the  great  migration  to  < 
century,  was  destined  to  exi 
settler  was  generally  poor,  bri 
with  wife  and  children,  in  a  < 
difficult  roads  to  the  new  anc 
ment.  But  the  land  was  che 
and  all  were  on  the  same  foe 
The  task  before  him  was  disc< 
section  in  the  unbroken  for 
trees  by  the  surveyor,  and  al 
first  work  was  to  erect  a  roug 
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Tennessee.  The  great  w 
was  not  then  accessible, 
might  have  been  left  ir 
During  all  this  period,  wl 
stage,  the  settlers  had  nc 
supply  the  demand  of  in< 
would  not  bear  the  expe: 
to  obtain  ready  money  ' 
hogs,  horses  and  cattle, 
Pittsburg  and  eastern 
and  that  was  chiefly  irre( 
the  people  was  mainly 
spinning  wheel,  big  and 
hold.  Settlers  near  tin 
tributaries,  had  the  advj 
ucts  in  rough  barges  d 
market,  so  that  the  s 
rapidly,  while  the  northc 
tliA  Indians. 
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great  revolution.  Then  follow 
improvement  by  the  construct] 
the  state,  one  from  Cleveland,  c 
the  Ohio  River,  and  the  other  f] 
the  city  of  Cincinnati,  with  the 
the  improvement  of  the  Muskin 

Salmon  P.  Chase,  then  a  yo 
his  introduction  to  his  compih 
published  in  1883,  thus  describe 
ments  upon  the  prosperity  of  01 

“They  have  afforded  to  the  farm 
market,  and  have  enhanced  the  value  c 
have  facilitated  intercourse  between  di 
thus  tended  to  make  the  people  more 
They  have  furnished  to  the  people  a  c 
and  satisfaction.  They  have  attracted 
capital.  And  they  have  made  the  nan 
throughout  the  civilized  world,  as  a  nti 
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have  the  benefit  of  tl 
succession  several  line 
cities  across  the  state 
Within  twenty  years 
they  had  almost  supe: 
tion,  and  had  reduced 
less  than  one-half  of  t 
After  the  close  of 
roads  rapidly  increase 
way  track  in  Ohio  wa 
$102,950,642,  a  develo; 
greater  than  in  any 
adoption  of  a  system 
in  Ohio,  constructed 
well  supplied  with  we 
any  state  in  the  Unio 
states. 

Another  great  cha 
ranidlv  followed  the  e 
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farming  population.  The  foil 
lation  of  twenty  cities,  by  the 


Akron 

Canton 

Chillicotlie 

Cincinnati  . 

Columbus 

Cleveland  . 

Dayton  . 

Findlay 

Hamilton 

Ironton 

Lima 

Mansfield  . 
Newark  . 
Portsmouth 
Sandusky 
Springfield 
Steubenville  . 
Tiffin  .  . 


About  tbe  same  perio< 
Findlay,  in  Hancock  an 
and  mysterious  creation 
fuel  for  manufactures,  a 
and  towns.  Tbe  durati 
determined. 

Tbe  lakes  on  tbe  nort 
tbe  people  of  Ohio  cheap 
tion  and  exportation  of 
while  tbe  physical  featn 
Ohio,  in  a  measure,  con 
routes  of  railway  over  ii 

From  tbe  beginning 
nishing  facilities  for  ed 
early  days,  when  tbe  po 
schools  were  established 
and  neighborhoods  wh< 
justify  it.  At  an  early  p 
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but  favored,  by  a  universal  puH 
nation  of  Christians  who  numbe 
tion  can  readily  secure  a  house 
from  its  members,  but  by  contril 
ing  Christians.  The  same  cha 
Gentiles  professing  any  creed  or 
The  standing,  ability  and  in] 
the  professions  in  Ohio  will  com] 
Union,  and  especially  is  this  tri 
Many  of  the  lawyers  who  engag 
which  led  to  the  Revolution  and 
thrown  upon  their  own  resourc 
the  early  founders  of  the  ne1? 
chiefly  framed  the  first  laws  of 
of  them,  had  intrusted  to  him  t] 
laws  of  the  territorial  governme 
peared  in  the  constitutional  com 
subsequent,  and  contributed  moi 
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A  life  like  this  develc 
duced  many  men  of  odd  c 
peculiar  dress  and  convers 
whisky  during  the  pioneer 
social  life,  and  the  habit 
many  wild  scenes  and  fij 
the  south,  the  contestant! 
weapons  nature  gave  the 
quarrel  arose,  to  gather  8 
them  fair  play  and  a  free 
in  those  early  days  many  ] 
of  many  kinds  occurred,  £ 
more  charity  than  now  p 
thefts  and  the  meaner 
and  when  disclosed  were 
acts  of  violence.  The  si 
worse  crime  than  mansk 
tation. 

Rut,  all  these  habits  a, 
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full  quota  of  soldiers,  and  te 
political  contests  that  prece 
between  the  two  parties  wei 
war  was  commenced  by  the  f 
pie  were  practically  united  fo: 
was  restored  by  the  uncondit 
erate  armies.  Questions  aro 
upon  which  the  Democratic  p 
to  history  to  say  that  in  the 
the  people  of  Ohio,  without 
individual  exceptions,  were  or 
The  share  taken  by  the  s< 
familiar  to  all.  Invidious  con 
It  will  be  conceded  that  Ohio 
contest.  She  furnished  to  the 
more  than  one-tenth  of  the 
population  of  2,889,000,  some 
siderable  battle  of  the  war. 


includes  many  of  commando 
cils,  two  of  whom  have  bee 
two  Chief  Justices  of  the  Su 
and  many  others  have  occ 
Supreme  Court,  as  heads  < 
branch  of  the  government,  a 
rank  in  our  diplomatic  servt 
It  is  not  intended  to  ma 
individuals  or  parties,  nor 
new.  I  concede  that  all  tl 
tributed  to  the  strength  of  t 
pride  of  all  American  citizei 
consistent  with  the  most  d* 
have  sought  is  to  present 
history  and  resources  of  a  s- 
a  wilderness,  having  at  t' 
savage  men  and  wild  beasl 
that  made  by  an  extinct  i 
history,  and  now  converte< 
millions  of  human  beings,  p 
and  wealth,  a  soil  rich  and  f 
ent  farmers,  yielding  more 
the  colonies  that  rebelled  ag 
by  varied  industries  and  dev 
states  produced  when  the  c< 
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I  have  observed  that  wherever  ] 
remote  the  place,  I  found  the 
among  his  fellow-citizens,  and 
share  to  the  growth  and  prosper 
he  lived,  but  retaining  his  love  1 
proud  to  say  he  was  born  in  Ohi 


cm 

Admission  to  the  Bae 

Law  Partnership  with  my  Brother  Ch; 
Obtaining  the  Right-Of-Way  for  a 
and  its  Effect  on  the  Country  - 
Banquet  with  Daniel  Webste 
riage  with  Margaret  Cecilia 
Life  — Belief  in  the  Doci 
and  Whig  Conveni 
Question  —  My  El 

AFTER  I  was  admitte 
tion  of  one  who  hac 
after  weary  waitin 
visiting  my  relative 
ing  the  courts  in  those  citie; 
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With  this  line  of  distinction  between 
faculty  in  arranging  our  business,  or  b 
was  then  agent  and  attorney  for  Ne^v 
itors,  the  confidential  adviser  of  our  1 
the  counselor  of  a  very  interesting  s 
in  Richland  county,  called  Quakers,  c 
conscientiously  take  the  usual  oath,  1 
essary  legal  papers,  and  in  contests, 
There  was,  therefore,  left  to  me  the  p 
and  the  struggle  of  debate  and  trial, 
in  Ohio  had  greatly  changed  from  tin 
this  century.  As  I  have  stated,  tb 
decades,  accompanied  by  leading  law 
went  from  county  to  county  and  disp 
local  lawyers  had  but  little  to  do.  . 
Each  county  has  its  bar  and  its  leadin 
the  case  is  of  great  importance  a  “foi 
The  change  has  been  caused  by  the  a 
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driving  some  of  them  < 
field  who  swore  that  the 
and  that  he  never  won 
word,  except  when  in 
Yet,  the  code  and  plead 
adopted  in  nearly  all  th< 
in  the  line  of  extension 

These  reforms,  and  1 
zation  of  onr  state  and 
extent  lessened  the  fees 
yers.  But  it  can  be  saic 
profession  proposed  and 
vocated  any  legislatior 
litigation  and  at  the 
reputation. 

While  these  causes  • 
of  nature,  hitherto  ui 
were  being  developed.  ■ 


82 


R 


Among  the  most  ^ 
Pittsburg,  Ft.  Wayne  & 
the  Pennsylvania  Rail] 
This  road  was  built  in  s 
subsequently  combined 
Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  In< 
was  the  Pittsburg  &  0 
line,  twelve  miles  west  < 
There  is  perhaps  a  : 
ment  in  the  history  of  i 
United  States  since  1845 
now  171,804.72,  the  ac 
amounting  to  $9,293,055 
their  dependent  warehi 
to-day  than  was  the  val 
States  in  1840. 

Contemporaneous  v 
cable,  and  the  telephor 

"Ron-  i  m  at*o 
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which  was  at  Mansfield,  rapid 
eastern  merchants  from  the  pai 
This  loss  was,  however,  more  tin 
ment  as  attorneys  for  the  severe 
county.  My  brother  gradually  1 
Mansfield,  and  became  the  gene 
Ft.  Wayne  &  Chicago  Railroad. 

In  the  meantime  I  had  tak< 
several  cases  in  which  I  was  gi 
the  most  eminent  member  of  his 
gave  me  several  opportunities  1 
a  jury,  so  that  1  gradually  gaii 
speaker. 

My  Uncle  Parker  was  then  j 
pleas.  So  far  from  favoring  me 
him,  he  seemed  to  me  to  wish  t< 
by  overruling  my  pleadings  or  ii 
I  am  quite  sure  now  that  this  v 
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continued  ever  since  to  p 
attend  the  meetings  reg 
thought,  without  any  ref 
is  an  association  of  grea 
men  under  good  social  in 
acter  and  standing. 

Among  the  political 
excitement  that  grew  o 
feeling  among  all  classes 
Whigs  was,  that  the  Mes 
entered  upon  to  extend 
now,  no  doubt  that  such 
battles  at  Palo  Alto  and 
upon  the  people  of  01 
These  were  raised  with 
under  the  command  of  ( 
my  old  commander,  Col, 
tempted  to  enter  the  se 
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the  British,  minister  on  h 
left.  At  the  other  end  of 
other  distinguished  men. 
chants,  poets,  and  orators 
the  tables.  I  sat  some  wa 
myself  to  my  neighbors  or 
on  Webster,  from  ‘whom  I 
alone  could  utter. 

Much  to  my  surprise, 
to  commence,  Mr.  Lawrei 
stories,  songs,  poetry  and  i 
ate,  but  not  from  Webs 
Webster  had  been  talkin 
displayed  none  of  the  loft 
drank  freely.  That  was 
bottle  was  one  labeled  “ 
“  more  than  a  hundred  ye 
us.  Webster  was  plainly 

^*av  n  vviaao  v»ArI  T  o  cn/ln  rl 
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on  Louisiana  Avenue,  near  Sh 
ballots  in  the  convention.  W 
“Scott  159,  Fillmore  112,  Webs 
deep  tones  and  said:  “How  v 
did  not  like  either  Scott  or  Ft 
the  votes  of  southern  members 
wounded  his  pride.  He  died  l 
perhaps,  the  greatest  man  of  ii 
he  had  faults  which  the  peopt 
incident  about  Mr.  Webster,  ai 
may  not  be  without  interest. 
Corwin,  Mr.  Colfax  and  myself 
Among  the  many  visits  we  n 
then  living  in  that  house,  i5 
an  old  well-trained  negro  serv 
Mr.  Webster  in  this  house.  I 
usual  gayety,  and  as  we  left  1 
with  deep  emotion,  asked  tha 
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then  the  population  of  1 
than  three-fold  that  o 
and  twenty-fold  that  oi 
2,000,000  inhabitants,  anc 
about  1,700,000.  Many 
100,000  inhabitants,  the 
within  the  limits  of  Indh 
From  Mew  York  I  r 
dents  recur  to  me  hut 
gone,  the  memory  of  wh< 
generation.  Mr.  Polk  v 
man,  of  ordinary  ability 
events  that  happened  dt 
he  did  himself.  I  attei 
appeared  to  better  advai 
for  the  first  time.  I  t 
House  of  Representati1 
position  and  was  regar< 

1  I  TT  /~i~l 
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both  the  plaintiff  and  defendai 
to  be,  vigorously  contested  wi 
parties.  Columbus  Delano  wai 
tiff,  and  I  was  his  assistant.  ’ 
daily  because  during  its  prog 
fever.  I  returned  home  after 
and  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  184'! 
which  continued  more  than  t\ 
rise  from  the  bed,  and  then  I  v 
unable  to  walk,  and  was  lifted 
to  get  the  fresh  air,  and  C( 
October,  when  I  was  again  abb 
During  my  practice  thus  fa 
in  property  and  money  more  t] 
in  addition  to  my  practice,  e 
with  Jacob  Emminger,  a  prac 
ture  of  doors,  blinds  and  other ' 
valuable  pine-lands  in  Michiga 
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connecting  link  between 
times.  She  had  a  vivid  rec 
pal  towns  of  Connecticut  1 
and  poverty  that  followed  t 
political  contests  between 
the  events  of  the  War  of 
1816.  She  maintained  a 
grandchildren.  She  was 
strong-willed,  religions  Pu 
was  respected,  not  only  by 
all  who  knew  her. 

My  brother-in-law,  Th< 
ney  of  the  United  State 
Polk,  and,  as  he  expecte* 
incoming  administration  ( 
candidate  for  his  place,  a 
sion.  I  told  him  I  doubte 
justify  me  in  making  su< 
differently.  I  wrote  to  1 
answered  as  follows : 

John  Sherman,  Esq.,  Mansfield, 
My  Dear  Sir  : —  I  believ< 
District  Attorney,  but  your  yo 
ment,  and  in  competition  with 
as  Mr.  Goddard  is  both  nrof  ssi 
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feeling,  said  that  all  the 
only  his  jokes,  and  wa 
tend  to  my  law.  He  tc 
present  at  his  death  ai 
And  then,  brightening  • 
the  early  settlement  oi 
his  early  life  as  a  wag< 
fit  of  gloom  had  passi 
stance  that  created  a  c 
interview  with  Mr.  Cor 
was  easy  to  follow,  as 
bility  of  a  Whig  bein 
then  called  “the  Berks 
that  election. 

I  took  bnt  little  pj 
Clay  was  a  candidate  j 
political  speech  to  a  p 
The  meeting  was  held 
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1848,  but  this  did  not  in  the  least 
life.  I  was  appointed  a  delegat 
vention,  held  in  Philadelphia,  in  1 
candidate.  I  accepted  this  the  : 
opportunity  to  see  my  future  wi 
and  to  fix  our  engagement  for  m 
The  chief  incident  of  the  convei 
the  friends  of  General  Scott  and 
When  the  convention  was  be 
chairman  of  the  Ohio  delegatior 
tleman  in  that  convention  who 
office  unless  that  convention  gav 
for  secretary  of  the  convention, 
delegate  from  Indiana  in  the  sa 
Schuyler  Colfax  be  made  as 
marched  together  to  the  platforr 
life,  in  which  we  were  to  be  clog 
The  nomination  of  General 
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1852.  In  this  convention  a: 
for  attorney-general  in  oj: 
promptly  declined  to  be  a  cs 
votes  from  personal  friends, 
duce  some  young  blood  into 
I  then  began  seriously  t 
day.  I  was  classed  as  a  coi 
ported  the  compromise  m 
merits,  but  as  the  best  soli 
sions.  Prior  to  this  time  I  d 
study,  except  through  the  n 
national  questions  that  divi< 
In  the  spring  of  1852  I  w 
tion  as  a  delegate  at  large  i 
uel  F.  Yinton  to  the  nation 
I  was  an  earnest  advocate  o 
nomination.  Here,  again,  i 
into  national  politics.  The 
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purpose  to:  “Maintain  the 
enforcement  until  time  and 
•  necessity  of  further  legislati 
the  laws.” 

It  would  seem  that  undei 
committed  to  acquiescence  i 
slavery,  and  to  a  resistance  ■ 
ify  them. 

I  took  quite  an  active  pa 
Seward,  then  the  great  leadf 
to  attend  a  mass  meeting 
received  the  following  reply 


John  Sherman,  Esq.,  Mansfield, 
Dear  Sir  : —  I  have  the  lie 
accept  the  invitation  of  the  W' 
meeting  in  Richland  county,  Oliic 
fully  the  importance  of  the  canvass 
conception  of  the  responsibilities  o 

was  in  niv  rwvwpr  tn  n.nnrnlv  wit 
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to  legislate  slavery  into  any  territc 
but  to  leave  the  people  thereof  p 
domestic  institutions  in  their  own  1 
the  United  States:  Provided ,  That 
strued  to  revive  or  put  in  force 
existed  prior  to  the  act  of  sixth  c 
either  protecting,  establishing,  prol 

This  act  contained  a  simi] 
To  understand  the  effect  < 
review  the  status  of  slavery 
constitution  and  existing  law 
The  articles  of  Confedera 
or  slaves.  During  and  after 
ing  was  that  slavery  wouh 
several  states.  In  the  Ordin 
of  the  territories  of  the  Uni 
Eiver,  it  was  expressly  provi 

“  There  shall  be  no  slaverv  no 
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The  first  clause  quoted  was  ii 
prohibit  the  introduction  of  slave 
was  promptly,  done.  The  secon 
authorize  the  recapture  of  slave 
.  to  another  state.  It  was  the 
framers  of  the  constitution  that 
would  be  gradually  abolished  by 
where  it  was  recognized. 

The  first  great  controversy  t 
whether  Missouri  should  be  admi 
state,  and  whether  slavery  shou] 
tories. 

The  following  provision  beca 
6,  1820,  approved  by  President  i 
the  compromise  measure  of  that 

“  That,  in  all  that  territory  ceclod  by 
the  name  of  £  Louisiana,’  which  lies  nortl 
not  included  within  the  limits  of  the  sfc 
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north  latitude,  provided  for  ‘ 
fornia,  for  territorial  govern] 
and  for  the  surrender  of  fugi 

In  the  resolution  annex 
there  is  this  express  recogni 
line : 

“New  states  of  convenient  size 
tion  to  said  State  of  Texas,  and  ha 
by  the  consent  of  said  state,  be  fo. 
shall  be  entitled  to  admission  unde 
tion;  and  such  states  as  may  be  fo 
lying  south  of  36  deg.  30  min.  nort 
souri  Compromise  line,  shall  he  a' 
slavery,  as  the  people  of  each  state 

The  convention  providing 
expressly  stipulated  by  a  un 
be  forever  prohibited  in  tlia 
territorial  government  for  N 
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The  Senate  of  the  83rd  C( 
crats,  20  Whigs  and  2  Free  £ 
of  159  Democrats,  71  Whigs, 
Pierce  as  President  of  the  U: 

I  need  not  narrate  the  Ion 
bill  to  organize  the  Territory 
a  direct  invitation  for  a  ph; 
and  south  for  the  control  ol 
passed  on  the  30th  of  May,  F 
This  act  repealed  in  expr( 
of  1820,  and  falsely  stated 
measures  of  1850,  which,  as 
whatever  to  the  Territories 
opened,  in  the  most  dange 
freedom  and  slavery  in  the 
congressional  beginning  of 
the  War  of  the  Rebellion. 

It  is  difficult,  at  this  disF 
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Unfortunately  tlie 
The  whole  south  had 
south,  acting  in  concc 
could  control  the  actio 
did  then  prevail  with  ] 
rior  to  men  of  the  n( 
four  Yankees,  that  th 
diuied  among  the  mast 
who  could  command  a 
feeling  did  exist  or  not 
era  in  the  south  were 
were  longer  retained 
hold  higher  public 
north.  Besides,  they  1 
not  tolerate  any  diffe 
involved.  This  compa 
few  scattered  member 
trol.  But  now  the  t 

. . j...  mi .  i... 
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The  strong  controlling  f 
Whigs  and  of  the  Democrat 
Nebraska  and  Kansas  law  wa 
existing  compromises,  desigrn 
ritory,  that  it  ought  to  be  re 
ticable,  organized  effort  s] 
territories  free  states.  “  Slay 
freedom  by  violating  compi 
party,  as  yet  without  a  name. 

It  was  on  this  basis  in  the 
didate  for  Congress.  Jacob  1 
both  residents  of  Richland 
experience  and  ability,  were 
submit  our  pretensions  to  a 
was  selected  by  a  very  large 
was  held  at  Shelby,  in  July, 
terms  a  Member  of  Congresf 
was  nominated,  chiefly  becau 
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conservative  on  the  slavery  q 
with  the  repeal  of  the  offen 
act,  hut  demanded  the  prohi 
tories  and  in  the  District  of  1 
strong  in  the  important  couni 
When  I  spoke  in  North  h 
distinct  question  put  to  me 
which  I  spoke,  and  whose  nam 
vote  for  the  abolition  of  slav 
I  knew  this  was  a  turning  po 
frank  and  honest,  whatever  i 
that  I  would  not,  that  the 
slavery  over  the  territories, 
of  John  Q.  Adams,  but  what 
the  audience.  I  understood  i 
ing,  the  preacher  commende 
people  to  vote  for  me. 

Th's  ai  vass.  mor  than 
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composition  of  the  delegation 
party  had  no  name,  and  no  de 
one  question  of  the  extension 
tion  everyone  was  in  doubt. 
Mr.  Lindsley,  told  me  it  was  tl 
seen,  that  everyone  brought  h 
there  was  no  electioneering  e 
opinion,  but  not  with  much  c( 
elected.  When  the  votes  wei 
had  2,823  majority,  having  can 
Richland  county,  in  which  I 
majority  adverse  to  the  De 
majority  of  over  300  votes. 

During  the  summer  of  185! 
the  administration  of  Presiden 
lican  party.  County  conveni 
largely  attended.  The  state  < 
the  13th  day  of  July,  1855.  It 
elements,  everv  shade  of  noli 
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(]).  Wo  will  resent  llio  spread  of  slavery  under  whatever  shape  or  color 
it  nmy  bo  attempted. 

(2).  To  tliis  end  wo  will  labor  incessantly  to  render  inoperative  and  void 
tlmt  portion  of  the  Kansas  and  Nebraska  bill  wliich  abolishes  freedom  in  the 
territory  withdrawn  from  llio  influence  of  slavery  by  the  Missouri  Com¬ 
promise  of  1820;  and  wo  will  oppose  by  every  lawful  and  constitutional 
means,  tho  extension  of  slavery  in  any  national  territory,  and  llio  further 
increase  of  slavery  territory  or  slavo  states  in  this  republican  confederacy. 

3.  Resolved,  Tlmt  the  recent  acts  of  violenco  and  Civil  War  in  Kansas, 
incited  by  tho  late  Vico  President  of  tho  United  States,  and  tacitly  on- 
conrnged  by  the  Executive,  command  tho  omphulio  condemnation  of  overy 
ciii'/on. 

4.  .Resolved,  That  a  propor  rotrenehmont  in  all  publio  expenditures,  a 
thoroughly  economical  administration  of  our  state  government,  a  just  and 
equal  basis  of  taxation,  and  singlo  districts  for  the  olection  of  membors  of 
tho  legislature,  are  reforms  called  for  by  a  wise  stato  policy  and  justly 
domundod  by  llio  people. 

D.  Jlcsohcd,  That  a  stale  central  committee,  consisting  of  five,  bo 
appointed  by  this  convention,  and  tho  said  committee,  in  addition  to  its  usual 
duties,  bo  authorized  to  correspond  with  committees  of  other  stales  for  tho 
purpose  of  agreeing  upon  a  lime  and  place  for  holding  a  national  convention 
of  tiio  Republican  parly  for  tho  nomination  of  President  and  Vine  President. 

Joshua  li.  Giddings  was  tho  solitary  membi’r  of  tho  com- 
mitteo  opposed  to  the  resolutions,  not,  ho  said,  because  lie 
objected  to  tho  resolutions  themselves,  but  lie  thought,  they 
wore  a  little  too  tender.  They  wero  not  strong  enough  for  tho 
old  guard  and  still  thoy  were  hotter  than  none.  If  it  offended 
his  brother  to  eat  moat  ho  would  eat  no  more  while  timo 
lasted,  lie  was  opposed  to  this  milk  for  babes.  Ito  dis¬ 
agreed  with  his  colleagues,  but  had  had  tho  misfortune  to 
disagree  with  people  before.  Ho  was  used  to  disagreement 
and  hoped  evorybody  would  vote  for  tho  platform. 

Lewis  D.  Campbell  said  his  friond  from  Ashtabula  wantod 
to  make  an  issue  with  Frank  Picrco.  IT e  did  not  wish  to  mi. so 
an  issue  with  the  dead.  IIo  hoped  overybotly  would  voto  for  tho 
platform.  He  did  not  considor  the  resolutions  milk  for  babos, 
but  strong  meat. 

The  platform  was  adopted  by  a  unanimous  voto. 

The  real  contention  was  upon  tho  nomination  of  governor. 
Salmon  P.  Chase  was  nominated,  but  tlioro  was  difference  of 
opinion  concerning  his  somewhat  variod  political  associations 
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and  some  criticism  of  them,  in  1845  ho  had  projected  what  was 
called  a  liberty  convention.  In  1848  ho  had  boon  a  member 
of  the  Froo  Soil  convention  held  at  Buffalo  and  sinco  1841)  had 
boon  a  Senator  of  tho  United  States.  Thomas  II.  Ford,  my 
townsman,  was  nominated  as  liontonant  governor,  as  the 
representative  of  tho  Whig  party.  Jacob  Brinkorhoft,  also  of 
Mansfield,  was  nominated  as  jndgo  of  tho  Supremo  Court.  Mo 
had  been  a  Member  of  Congress  from  1841!  to  1847  as  a  Demo¬ 
crat,  lmt  early  took  decided  ground  against  tho  extension  of 
slavery,  lie  was  the  reputed  author  of  what,  is  known  as  tho 
“  Wilrnot  Proviso.” 

On  the  Sfli  day  of  August  this  famous  proviso  was  olTorrd 
as  an  amendment  to  a  bill  authorizing  t.lio  l’lrsidont  of  the 
llnitod  States  to  employ  88,000, ODD  in  negotiations  for  a  peace 
with  Mexico,  by  purchase  of  territory,  by  David  AVilmot,  of 
Pennsylvania,  a  Member  of  the  1  louse.  “That,  ns  an  express 
fundamental  condition  to  tho  acquisition  of  any  territory  from 
the  Republic  of  Mexico  by  the  United  .States,  neither  slavery 
nor  involuntary  sorvitudo  should  ovor  exist  in  any  part;  of  said 
lorvitory.  ”  This  proviso  was  adopted  by  the  Mouse,  but  was 
rejected  by  tho  Senalo.  It  was  the  basis  of  the  organization 
known  as  tho  Froo  Soil  party  of  1818,  ami  of  the  Republican 
party  in  185(>, 

Tho  othor  eandidales  on  t.lio  l  ir.lcul,  were  fairly  distributed. 

Tho  canvass  of  1855  was  conducted  mainly  by  Senator 
Chaso  and  Colonel  Ford.  I  participated  in  it,  to  soma  extent, 
but  was  chiofly  engaged  in  closing  my  business  in  preparation 
for  tho  approaching  session  of  Congress.  Tho  result  of  tho 
oloction  wns  as  follows;  Chaso,  Mb, 770  votos;  Medill,  131,014); 
Allou  Trimble,  24,27(1. 

The  oloction  of  Senator  Chase,  upon  adislinclly  Republican 
platform,  established  the  fact  that  tho  majority  of  tho  voters  of 
Ohio  were  Republicans  ns  delinod  by  tho  creed  of  that  party. 

In  tho  summer  of  18Gb  \  made  my  lirsf.  trip  to  Town,  accom¬ 
panied  by  Amos  Townsend  and  .lames  Cobean.  At  that  ti mo 
Iowa  was  a  far-off  stale,  thinly  populated,  lmt  being  rapidly 
sottled.  Wo  passed  through  Chicago,  which  at  that  lime  con¬ 
tained  a  population  of  about  50,000.  Tho  lino  of  railroad 
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in  llm  M  i-i-'ippi  W i \ i*r.  I*’j » »m  Ihrum  hi*  Irawdrd  in 
u  slupr  (u  Mi's  Mourns,  now  Mu*  ul  >*f  h»\\u,  hul  Mini  a 

sinnll  villapr  \\  illi  iilunil  I.IHHI  inhuhilnul  *>  Tlmiiiillliriii.mil 
ur.-lrnt  pails  nf  Elm  Muff  urn*  nn-uld  pid'lm  hunk  npm 

luridly.  M  y  I  In  ri'  In  til  Iml.*,  ■lanir--,  l.uiup  nil  and  lln\  I,  "nr 
living  in  I ii**;  Moiim-*,  .hum**  wa  *  a  mrirhunl  in  lnr>iin,^.‘' 
l.aiupMiii  w  ns  llm  (‘tillin'  uinl  pi  npi  ml  m  cl  a  imw  paper.  and 
1 1 m v  1  was  nclisrh  rnp.iiprd  in  llm  pmrlm-r  umi  *iilr  *d  hind 
Willi  1 1  ci\ I  for  pnidr  wr  din\r  in  n  rnrimpr  n.s  fur  tmilli  m» 
\-\,y[  | hulpr,  w limoii  now  luml  tdlhm  lunl  horn  rrroidh  r*»lul* 
lislmd.  Tim  wlmlr  rniinl ry  wit*  un  njmii  plain  with  Imrr  mid 
Ihrro  il  ruhin,  wilh  nn  frimra  lunl  1ml  lillln  liiiilmr.  \\  i« 
arrived  nl  l‘ui  l.  1  Indpr  nit  Snlnrdny  rumiup.  iidrndinp  In  *  prnd 
Himrn  I hm«  Hiiti’  in  hmalinp  land.  Tim  1n\nn  ul  which  \\«» 
slopped  was  an  loilinishrtl  fiiinm  hnildinp  udh  nn  phi  Irinip. 
and  ra*di  w  i  I  In  ml  pin-  ;  in  llm  w  indnu  .  Mu  l  hr  im\l  da\ .  Sim 
day,  ( ’ultra  n  iimlnl  un  In  join  him  in  dnnkum  -  nnm  rh-m' 
whisk  1m  had  hiniiphl  wilh  him  \\  r  did  ■  ■  m  I !«•  *  dune:* 

loom,  \\  hih*  I  Ini  *  nip.ired  Un-  l.imll.oh  . .  !"ii  '■•  ■I 

Cnhi'itli  f  1ml  ■•hr*  l\;i>  iml  \r\  \  urll,  . I  v.i-hM  !.<•  ;'-d  il  1. 

w  nl  dd  pi\  r  her  Mil  nr  w  hi  l»  \ ,  Hr  handl'd  I  mi  l  hr  !•'>■  i !.  ,  ,ai>l  !  * 
Wi'id  In  llm  nllmr  cud  id  llm  lnnm  ami  limn  p'*nn  •!  *m«  m  -oh, 
n  i^Iiims  full  and  drunk  il  1‘nln  an  wa  «•  mm  h  akum  d  * 
llm  woman  idmidd  hi'cnnm  drunk  tlutl  he  urn  i*d  up-.r  !«-%•.  u,.* 
Hit'  (own  ininmdiulely,  mid  wo  !!n|iiirned  and  Irli  Af*»< 
wards  wo  h'unuul  (hut  *din  lmnuim  vrry  drunk,  and  Ihr  l.md 
lord  wan  very  violnid  in  drimmminp  us  for  pmnp  h*  r  win  hi, 
lad.  WO  gni.  milsidn  llm  rminly  helmr  ihr-  *im  wmi  d-ow,  I 
lunl  froipmnl  nmiMiui  In  hr  in  I'm!  Mmlpr  ufi<  i  «>.  .ml  .  I.*..* 
lirn til  imlliinp  iimro  of  1  li*1  iaiidlmd  nr  In  >  wih* 

Tlio  nmil  In  ('mined  IHulFs  fmiu  Mr*  Mum  >  un-.  mo  .« 
hiph  rolling  prairie  with  m*huv|\  am  inlohu .aj  ii. 
villnpn  nf  (Iniuha,  n]i(i(^ilr  ('mnn  il  lllnlf  .  i  I  io?  a  S  a 

fnuim  limiMOK  nf  lillle  vulim.  Tin*  i*lllrim  nl  »d  Iowa  .««:•!  \>- 
ImiKka  uflnr  I  his  porinil  i.s  idiimd  inarudnu  h.vu»  u>.%% 
I'onliuus  nvor  l!,0IHi.lHH)  und  Xi*hra.«ka  ua  r  l/a*»n»*i  |., , . j.,; , 
Till*  I  wolvi*  uinl  OH  nmilMisiup  t  III*  nniilt  rrnli.il  dro  4  >  >  *!  “ >  * 

Unitticl  SI  all's  omilninrd  ri,|n:i..V.i,'i  udiuhdanl^  m  Is  ai 


number  over  24,000,000,  or  more  than  quadruple  the  number  in 
1 850,  and  more  than  the  entire  population  of  the  United  States 
in  that  year.  I  have  frequently  visited  these  states  since,  and 
am  not  surprised  at  thoir  wonderful  growth.  I  bolieve  there 
is  no  portion  of  the  oarth’s  surface  of  oqual  avoa  which  is  sus¬ 
ceptible  of  a  larger  population  than  that  portion  of  the  United 
States  lying  north  of  the  Ohio  ltivor,  and  botween  tho  Alle¬ 
gheny  Mountains  and  the  Missouri  ltivor. 


CHAPTER  V. 

Early  Days  in  Congress. 

My  First  Speech  in  tlio  House  — Struggle  for  the  Possession  of  Kunsns  — 
Appointed  ns  n  Mornbor  of  the  Kniisus  Invoatigating  Uommittno— Tlio 
Invasion  of  March  30th,  1805  —  fixciting  Scones  in  the  tSecoud 
District  of  Kansas  —  Similar  Violence  in  Othur  Territorial 
Districts—  Return  nml  Report  of  the  Committco— No 
Relief  Afforded  the  People  of  Kansas  — Men  of 
Distinction  in  thoJMtli  Congress  — Long 
Intimacy  with  .Schuylor  Colfax. 

IN  1854  the  Whig  party  hail  disappeared  from  the  roll  of 
parties  in  the  United  States.  It  was  a  had  name  for  a 
good  party.  English  in  its  origin,  it  had  no  significance 
in  American  politics.  Tlio  word  “  Democratic,”  as  applied 
to  tlio  opposing  party,  was  equally  a  misnomer.  The  word 
“  Democracy,”  from  which  it  is  domed,  means  a  government 
of  the  poople,  but  the  controlling  power  of  the  Democratic 
party  rosidoil  in  tlio  southern  states,  where  a  largo  portion  of 
tlio  people  wore  slaves,  ami  tlio  ruling  class  wore  slaveholders, 
and  the  name  was  not  applicable  to  such  a  poople.  The  Repub¬ 
lican  party  tlion  represented  the  progressive  temleney  of  the 
ago,  the  development  of  the  country,  the  opposition  to  slavery 
and  the  preservation  of  the  Union.  It  was  about  to  engage  in 
a  political  contest  for  the  administration  of  the  govern  moot. 
It  was  in  the  minority  in  the  Seuato,  and  had  but  a  bare  plu¬ 
rality  in  the  House.  It  had  to  contost  with  an  adverse  Execu¬ 
tive  and  Supromo  Court,  with  a  well-organized  party  in  posses¬ 
sion  of  all  tho  patronage  of  the  government,  in  absolute  con¬ 
trol  of  the  slaveholding  states,  and  supported  by  strong  minor¬ 
ities  in  oach  of  the  freo  statos. 

This  was  the  condition  of  parties  when  tlio  34th  Congress 
met  in  the  old  halls  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives  on  tho  3rd  of  December,  1855.  Tho  Seuato  was  composed 
of  43  Democrats  and  17  Republicans.  There  wero  four  vacan¬ 
cies.  The  House  was  composed  of  07  Republicans,  82  Demo¬ 
crats,  and  45  elassod  as  Third  Party  mon,  mostly  as  Americans. 
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of  all  partios  and  opinions  who  will  steadily  aid  in  prosorving  our  wostom 
torri lories  for  free  labor;  and  I  say  now,  that  I  novor  will  vote  for  a  man  for 
speakor  of  tins  houso,  unless  ho  convinces  me,  by  his  conduct  and  by  his  voice, 
that  ho  novor  will,  if  ho  lias  tho  power  to  prevent  it,  allow  tho  institution  of 
slavory  to  dorivo  any  advantage  from  repealing  the  compromise  of  1820. 

“J  boliove  Mr.  Banks  will  be  true  to  that  principle,  and,  therefore,  l 
vote  for  him  without  regard  to  bis  previous  political  associations,  or  to  his 
adhorenoo  to  the  American  party.  1  vole  for  him  simply  beenusn  lie  1ms 
bad  the  manliness  to  say  hero,  that,  having  the  power,  lie  will  resist  the 
enoroaohmenls  of  slavery,  even  by  opposing  the  admission  of  any  slave  stain 
that  may  be  formed  out  of  tho  territory  north  and  west  of  Missouri.” 

Notwithstanding  the  promise  I  made  not  to  occupy  much 
of  the  time  of  the  House  in  speaking,  and  the  cynicism  of  my 
friend  Day,  I  did  partake  frequently  in  the  debate  on  tho 
organization  of  the  House.  I  becaino  involved  in  a  contost 
with  Mr.  Dunn,  of  Indiana,  who  had  steadily  refused  to  vote 
for  Mr.  Banks  for  speaker,  to  which  I  deemed  propor  to 
rofer.  He  said  lie  was  not  to  lie  dotevrod  from  performing  his 
duty,  as  lie  nndorst.ood  it,  by  the  criticisms  of  the  “neophyte” 
from  Ohio.  I  replied  at  considerable  length  and  with  some 
feeling.  In  my  reply  I  repeated  my  position  in  raspeet  to  l.lio 
repeal  of  tho  Missouri  Compromise,  doelaring:  “If  the  repeal 
was  wrong  all  northern  and  southern  men  alike  ought  to  holp 
to  reinstate  that  restriction.  Nothing  less  than  that  will  .sat¬ 
isfy  the  country;  and  if  it  is  not  done,  as  it  probably  will  mil. 
be,  we  will  maintain  oar  position  of  resisting  the  admission  of 
Kansas  as  a  slave  state,  undor  all  possible  circumstances.” 

Later  on  in  the  debate  1  declared: 

“I  am  no  Abolitionist  in  tlio  sonso  in  which  tho  term  is  used;  1  have 
always  been  a  oonsorvalivo  Whig.  1  was  willing  to  stand  by  tho  compro¬ 
mises  of  1820  and  181)0;  but,  whon  our  Whig  brethren  of  the  south  allow  IIiIh 
administration  to  lead  thorn  off  from  thoir  principles,  when  they  abandon  the 
position  which  Henry  Clay  would  have  taken,  forgot  his  nntno  and  achieve¬ 
ments,  and  docline  any  longer  to  carry  his  banner —  they  lose  idl  thoir  olainiH 
on  mo.  And  I  say  now,  that  until  this  wrong  is  righted,  until  Kansas  Im 
admitted  as  a  froo  state,  I  cannot  act  in  party  association  with  them. 
Wlionovor  (hat  question  is  settled  rightly  I  will  have  no  disposition  to  dis¬ 
turb  the  harmony  whioh  ought  to  exist  botweon  tho  north  and  south.  1  do 
not  propose  to  continue  agitation  ;  I  only  nppoar  hero  to  doiuauct  justice,- 
to  demand  compliance  with  compromises  fully  agroed  upon  and  deolared  by¬ 
law.  I  ask  no  more,  and  i  will  submit  to  no  loss.” 


willing  that  Kansas  should  be  acliniU-od  as  a  frco  stato,'  bill, 
local  pvido  prevented  such  a  declaration.  It  is  easy  to  perceive 
now  that  if  this  had  been  promptly  done  the  slavory  question 
would  liavo  beon  settled  for  many  yours.  But  that  opportunity 
was  permitted  to  pass  unused.  The  pooplo,  both  north  mid 
south,  wore  thoroughly  aroused.  No  compromise  was  possible. 
The  contest  could  only  bo  settled  by  tho  force  of  superior  num¬ 
bers.  That  was  the  logic  of  tho  Nebraska  hill,  which  wits  an 
appeal  t.o  tho  pooplo  of  both  sections,  already  greatly  excited, 
to  strngglo  for,  and,  if  nocesstiry,  to  light  for  the  possession  of 
a  largo  and  beautiful  territory.  11,  forced  tho  irrepressible 
conflict  in  tho  most  dangorons  form. 

On  the  ono  side  wore  tlm  bordor  vullians  of  Missouri,  luiro- 
after  described,  backod  by  tho  gonoral  sontiinout  of  tho  south, 
and  actively  supported  by  tho  administration  and  by  load¬ 
ing  Democrats-  who  had  hold  high  positions  in  tho  public 
service.  On  the  other  side  wore  a  largo  number  of  l'reo  state 
men  in  the  wostern  states,  who  looked  forward  to  tho  open¬ 
ing  of  Nebraska  and  Kansas  as  a  new  hold  of  enterprise. 
They  wore  quite  ready  to  light  for  thoir  opinions  against, 
slavory.  They  wore  supported  by  a  gonoral  fooling  tif  rosnul,- 
niout  in  tho  north,  cansod  by  tho  ropoal  of  tho  Missouri  Com¬ 
promise. 

Long  before  tho  mooting  of  Congress  tho  actual  struggle  for 
tho  possession  of  Kansas  oonnnoiieod.  Al'tor  tho  passage  of  tlm 
Kansas  bill  wo  had  reports  in  tho  nowspapors  of  gross  frauds 
at,  pretended  elections  of  rival  legislatures,  of  murtlor  and  other 
crimes,  in  short,  of  actual  civil  war  in  Kansas ;  hut  the  accounts 
wore  contradictory.  It  was  plainly  tho  first  doty  of  Congress 
to  ascertain  tho  exact  condition  of  affairs  in  that  territory. 
This  could  not  ho  ilono  until  a  spealcor  was  oloctod. 

On  tho  241, h  day  of  January,  1850,  Brosidont  Biorao  soiit  to 
the  House  of  Hoprcsonlativos,  still  unorganised,  a  inossitgo 
upon  tho  condition  of  affairs  in  Kansas.  A  question  was  inndo 
whotlier  a  mossago  from  tho  Brosidont  could  bo  rocoivod  bofore 
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organization  in  tho  Torrilory  of  Kansas,  and  produce  there  a  condition  of 
tliiugs  which  rendors  it  incumbent  on  mo  to  call  your  attention  to  tho  sub¬ 
ject,  and  urgently  to  recommend  tho  adoption  by  you  of  such  measures  of 
legislation  as  the  grave  exigencies  of  tho  case  appear  to  requiro.” 

The  President  thon  gave  his  exposition  of  tho  condition  of 
affairs  in  that  territory.  This  exposition  was  regarded  as  a 
partisan  one  in  favor  of  the  so-eallod  pro-slavery  legislative 
assembly,  which  mot  the  2nd  day  of  July,  1866.  He  recom- 
mendod  “that  a  special  appropriation  be  made  to  defray  any 
expense  which  may  bocome  requisite  in  the  execution  of  the 
laws  or  the  maintenance  of  public  order  in  the  Territory  of 
Kansas.” 

This  was  regarded  as  a  threat  of  tho  employment  of  the 
army  to  onforco  the  enactments  of  a  usurping  legislature. 
Congress  took  no  action  upon  the  message  until  after  tho 
organisation  of  tho  House.  On  tho  Uth  of  January,  I860,  a 
motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Houston  that  tho  message  of  tho 
President,  in  referenco  to  tho  Territory  of  Kansas,  lio  referred 
to  tho  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  tho  Union.  This 
motion  was  agreed  to.  No  further  action  was  talcon  upon  tho 
messago,  but  it  remained  in  abeyance.  Congress  was  not  pro- 
pared  to  act  without  full  information  of  tho  actual  condition  of 
affairs  in  that  territory. 

On  the  19th  of  March,  1856,  the  House  of  Eoprosontati  vos 
adopted  a  sories  of  resolutions  offered  by  Mr.  Dunn,  of  Indiana, 
as  follows: 

“  Resolved,  That  a  committoo  of  throe  of  tho  Monitors  of  this  House,  to  bo 
appointed  by  llie  spoakor,  shad  proceed  to  inquire,  into  and  collect  ovirlonco 
in  regard  to  llio  troubles  in  Kansas  generally,  and  particularly  in  rngard  to 
any  fraud  or  foroo  attempted,  or  praolioed,  in  reference  to  any  of  the  oleo- 
ticiis  which  have  taken  placo  in  said  territory,  either  under  tho  law  organiz¬ 
ing  said  territory,  or  tinder  any  preloilded  law  which  may  be  alleged 
to  have  taken  effect  therein  since.  That  they  shall  fully  investigate  and 
tako  proof  of  all  violont  and  tumultuous  proceedings  in  said  territory  at 
nny  time  sinco  the  passage  of  tho  Knnsas-Nobraska  not,  whether  engaged  in 
by  residents  of  said  territory,  or  by  any  person  or  persons  from  olsorvliere 
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going  into  said  territory  :uid  doing,  or  encouraging  others  to  do,  any  act  of 
violence  or  publio  disturbance  against  llm  laws  of  the  United  Stales,  or  the 
rights,  peace,  and  safety  of  tlio  residents  of  said  territory  ;  and  for  that  pur¬ 
pose  said  committee  shall  havo  full  power  to  send  for  and  examine  and  tako 
copies  of  all  such  papers,  public  records,  and  proceedings,  as  in  their  judg¬ 
ment  will  bo  usoful  in  the  promises  ;  and  also,  to  soud  for  persons  and 
oxamiuo  them  on  oath,  or  ufTinnalion,  as  to  matters  within  thoir  knowledge 
touching  the  matters  of  said  investigation  :  and  said  committee,  by  thoir 
chairman,  shall  have  power  lo  administer  nil  necessary  oaths  or  allinnalions 
connected  with  their  aforesaid  duties. 

"Jit Halved,  further,  That  said  committee  may  hold  thoir  investigations 
at  such  places  mid  limos  as  to  them  may  seem  advisable,  and  that  they  muy 
have  lonvu  of  absence  from  the  duties  of  this  House  until  they  shall  have 
completed  such  investigation.  That  they  be  imthoriynd  to  employ  one  or 
more  clerks,  and  one  or  more  assistant  scrgeiuils-al-arms,  to  aid  them  in  their 
investigation  ;  and  may  administer  to  them  an  oath  or  nlllnuution  faithfully 
to  porfovm  tho  duties  assigned  lo  them  respectively,  and  to  keep  secret  all 
mailers,  wliioh  may  come  to  thoir  knowledge  touching  such  investigation  us 
said  oommiltoo  shall  direct,  until  the  report  of  the  same  shall  bo  submitted 
to  this  House  ;  and  said  committee  muy  discharge  any  such  olork  or 
'assistant  sergeanl-al-arms  for  negloot  of  duly  or  disregard  of  instructions  in 
tho  premises,  and  employ  others  under  like  regulations. 

"Resolved,  further.  That  if  any  person  shall  in  any  manner  obstructor 
hinder  said  committee,  or  attempt  so  to  do,  in  thoir  investigation,  or  shall 
refuso  to  attend  on  said  committee,  and  to  give  evidence  whoa  summoned 
for  that  puvpoKo,  or  shall  refuso  to  produce  any  papers,  book,  public  record, 
or  other  proceeding  in  thoir  possession  or  control,  to  said  oommiltoo,  whon  so 
required,  or  shall  make  any  disturbance  whovo  said  eommittoo  are  holding 
their  sittings,  said  eommillco  may,  if  they  see  111,  cause  any  and  ovory  such 
person  lo  be  nvrosLe.d  by  said  assistant  sorgoant-al-nrms,  and  brought  bofove 
this  Houses,  to  bo  dealt  with  as  for  a  contempt. 

"Resolved,  further,  That  for  tlio  purpose  of  defraying  tho  expenses  of 
said  commission,  there  bo  and  hereby  is  appropriated  tho  sum  of  ton  thou¬ 
sand  (SlO.OlK))  dollars,  to  bo  paid  out  of  tlio  contingent  fund  of  this  House. 

".Resolved,  further,  That  the  President  of  tlio  United  Slatos  bo  and  is 
hereby  requested  to  furnish  lo  said  eommittoo,  should  they  bo  met  with  any 
serious  opposition  by  bodies  of  lawless  men  in  tho  discharge  of  thoir  clutioa 
aforesaid,  such  aid  from  any  military  force  as  may,  at  tho  time,  ho  eon- 
voniont  lo  them,  as  may  bo  necessary  to  romove  such  opposition,  and  onablo 
said  eommittoo,  without  molostation,  to  proceed  with  thoir  labors. 

"Resolved,  further,  That  whon  said  eommittoo  shall  have  completed  said 
investigation,  they  report  all  tho  ovidonoo  so  collected  lo  this  Houso." 

On  tlio  25tli  of  March,  1856,  tho  spoaltor  appointed  Lewis 
D.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  William  A.  Howard,  of  Michigan,  and 


Mordecai  Oliver,  ot  Missouri,  as  the  special  committee  ot  the 
House  under  the  above  resolution.  On  the  same  day  Mr.  Camp¬ 
bell  requested  to  be  excused  from  the  committee  referred  to, 
and  I  was  appointed  by  the  speaker  in  his  place,  leaving  Mr. 
Howard  as  chairman. 

I  accepted  the  positiou  assigned  me  with  much  diffidence. 
I  knew- it  was  a  laborious  one,  that  it  would  take  mo  away 
from  my  duties  in  the  House,  expose  me  to  a  great  deal  of 
fatigue  and  some  danger,  yet  I  felt  that  the  appointment  on  so 
important  a  committoo  was  a  high  compliment  when  given  to 
a  now  Member,  and  at  once  made  preparations  for  the  task 
before  me. 

The  committee  organized  at  tlio  city  of  Washington,  on  the 
27th  of  March,  I860. 

Mrs.  Sherman  expressed  a  strong  desire  to  accompany  me. 
1  tried  to  frighten  her  from  going,  bnt  this  made  her  moro 
resolute,  and  I  consented.  She  remained  with  or  near  us  dur¬ 
ing  our  stay  in  Kansas  and  Missouri,  and  for  a  time  was  accom¬ 
panied  by  Mrs.  Oliver,  a  charming  lady,  to  whom  wo  were  much 
indobtod  for  kindness  and  civility  where  most  of  her  sex  wore 
unfriendly. 

The  investigation  continued  from  our  arrival  at  St.  Louis,  on 
the  12t.li  day  of  April,  185G,  until  our  arrival  at  Detroit,  on  the 
17th  day  of  June  following,  and  was  conducted  in  ail  respects 
like  a  judicial  trial.  The  testimony  taken  filled  an  octavo 
volume  of  1,188  pages. 

Mr.  Howard,  during  our  stay  in  Kansas,  was  not  in  very 
good  health,  but  lie  never  relaxed  in  his  labor  until  the  testi¬ 
mony  closed.  Ho  was  a  man  of  marked  ability,  a  good  lawyer, 
conservative  in  all  his  ideas  and  tendencies,  and  thoroughly 
fair  and  impartial.  At  his  request  I  accompaniod  him,  with 
our  excellent  corps  of  assistants,  to  his  home  in  Detroit,  where 
his  health  so  failed  that  lie  was  confined  to  his  bed  for  a  week. 
This  throw  upon  me  the  preparation  of  the  report.  The  reso¬ 
lutions,  under  which  we  wore  acting,  did  not  require  a  report 
from  the  committee,  hut  ouly  required  a  report  of  all  the 
evidence  collected,  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  blit  we 
felt  that  such  a  report  without  a  summary  of  the  evidence 


and  principal  facta  proven  would  not  bo  satisfactory  to  the 
House. 

The  majority  and  minority  reports  contained  101)  pages  of 
printed  mat, tor  and  entered  into  full  details  as  to  the  condition 
of  affairs  in  that  territory,  and  of  every  election  held  therein. 
When  the  act  to  organize  the  Territory  of  Kansas  was  passed, 
Hay  30,  1854,  the  greater  portion  of  tho  eastern  border  of  the 
territory  was  included  in  Indian  reservations  not  opon  for  set¬ 
tlements,  and  in  no  portion  woro  tliero  more  than  a  few  white 
sottlors.  'The  Indian  population  of  tho  territory  was  rapidly 
decreasing,  while  many  emigrants  from  different  parts  of  tho 
country,  woro  anxiously  waiting  tho  extinction  of  tho  Indian 
title,  and  the  establishment  of  a  territorial  government,  to 
soolc  now  homos  on  tiro  fertile  prairies  which  would  bo  oponed 
to  sottlomout.  It  cannot  bo  doubted  that  if  tho  froo  condition 
of  Kansas  had  boon  loft  undisturbed  by  Congress,  that  territory 
would  liavo  bud  a  rapid,  poacoful,  and  prosperous  sottlomout. 
Its  climato,  its  soil,  and  its  easy  access  to  tho  older  settlements, 
would  liavo  mado  it  tho  favored  course  for  tho  tide  of  emigra¬ 
tion  constantly  flowing  to  tho  west,  and  in  a  brief  period  it 
would  liavo  boon  admitted  into  tho  Union  as  a  froe  stato,  with¬ 
out  sectional  oxeitomont.  If  so  organized,  110110  but  tho  kindest, 
toolings  would  liavo  oxisted  botwcon  its  citizens  and  those  of 
tho  adjoining  Stato  of  Missouri.  Their  mutual  interests  and  iii- 
toramruoj  instead  of  oiulangoriiig  the  harmony  of  the  Union, 
would  liavo  strengthened  tho  ties  of  national  brotherhood. 

Tho  testimony  takon  by  tho  emmnittoo  clearly  showed  that 
boforo  the  proposition  to  repeal  tho  Missouri  Compromise  was 
introduced  into  Congress,  fclio  pooplo  of  western  Missouri  woro 
indifforont  to  tho  prohibition  of  slavory  in  tho  territory,  and 
noitlior  asked  nor  dosirod  its  ropoal. 

Wlion,  however,  tho  prohibition  was  removed  by  the  action 
of  Congress,  tlio  aspect  of  affairs  entirely  changed.  The  whole 
country  was  agitated  by  tho  reoponing  of  a  controversy  which 
conservative  men  in  different  sections  beliovod  had  been  set- 
tlod  in  ovory  stato  and  territory  by  some  law  beyond  the 
danger  of  repeal.  Tlio. excitement  which  always  accompanied 
tlio  discussion  of  tho  slavery  question  was  greatly  increased  by 


tlio  liope,  on  the  ono  hand,  of  extending  slavery  into  a  region 
from  which  it  had  been  excluded  by  law;  and,  on  tlio  oilier,  by 
a  sense  of  wrong  clono  by  what  was  regarded  as  a  broach  of 
public  faith.  This  excitement  was  naturally  transferred  into 
the  border  counties  of  Missouri  and  the  territory,  as  settlers 
favoring  free  or  slave  institutions  moved  into  thorn. 

Within  a  few  days  after  the  organic  law  passod,  and  as  soon 
as  its  passage  could  he  known  on  the  hordor,  leading  citizens 
of  Missouri  crossed  into  t.he  territory,  held  “squattor  mootings,” 
voted  at  elections,  committed  crimes  of  violence,  and  then  re¬ 
turned  to  tlieir  homes.  This  unlawful  intorforonco  wns  con¬ 
tinued  in  every  important  stage  in  the  history  of  tlio  territory; 
every  election  was  controlled,  not,  by  tlio  actual  settlers,  but  by 
the  citizens  of  Missouri;  and,  as  a  consequence,  ovory  ollicor  in 
the  territory,  from  constable  to  legislator,  oxcopt  tlioso  ap¬ 
pointed  by  tlio  President,  owed  bis  position  to  11011-rosidonl, 
voters.  None  were  elected  by  the  settlers,  and  no  political 
power  whatever,  howevor  important,,  was  exorcised  by  tlio 
people  of  the  territory. 

In  October,  1854,  tlio  Governor  of  Kansas,  A.  II.  Reeder,  and 
other  officers  appointed  by  the  President,  arrived  in  tlio  terri¬ 
tory.  , Settlers  from  all  parts  of  the  country  camo  in  great 
numbers,  entering  their  claims  and  building  their  cabins,  Tlio 
first  election  was  for  dolegato  to  Congress  and  was  bold  on  tlio 
29th  of  November,  1854.  The  governor  divided  tlio  territory 
into  seventeen  election  districts,  appointed  judges,  and  pre¬ 
scribed  proper  rules  for  tho  election.  Tlio  report  of  tlio  com¬ 
mittee  outers  into  full  details  as  to  this  oleetion  and  all  sub¬ 
sequent  thereto  iu  each  district.  The  conduct  of  tho  oleetion 
in  tlio  second  district,  held  at  the  village  of  Douglas,  nearly 
fifty  miles  from  the  Missouri  line,  is  a  fair  specimen  of  all  tho 
elections  in  Kansas.  The  report  says: 


11  On  tho  seoond  day  before  tlio  olootion  largo  companies  of  mon  oamo 
into  tlio  district  in  wagons  and  on  Iiorsobaolt,  and  declared  dial  they  wore 
from  tlio  State  of  Missouri,  and  wore  going  to  Douglas  to  voto.  On  tlio 
morning  of  tho  election  they  gathered  around  tlio  liouso  whom  tlio  olootion 
was  to  be  hold.  1  wo  of  tho  .judges  appointed  by  tlio  governor  did  not 
appear,  and  othor  judges  were  solooted  by  tlm  crowd  ;  all  thon  voted.  In 


ordor  to  mako  a  protonso  of  right  to  vote,  somo  parsons  of  the  company  kopt 
a  prolonclod  logtslor  of  squatter  oluims,  on  wliioh  anyouo  ooulcl  enter  his 
namo,  and  then  assert  ho  had  a  claim  in  the  territory.  A  oilizon  of  iho  dis¬ 
trict,  who  was  himself  a  candidate  for  tlolegnlo  to  Congress  was  told  by  one 
of  the  strangors  that  he  would  bo  abused,  and  probably  killed,  if  ho  dial  - 
longed  a  vote.  He  was  seized  by  the  collar,  called  a  damned  Abolitionist, 
and  was  compelled  to  .seek  protection  in  tho  room  with  tho  judges.  About 
the  timo  tho  polls  wore  closed  thoso  strangors  mountod  thoir  hoisos  and  got 
into  thoir  wagons  and  cried  out,  ‘  All  aboard  for  Westport.*  A  number  woro 
recognized  as  residents  of  Missouri,  and  among  thorn  was  Samuol  II.  Wood- 
son,  a  loading  lawyor  of  lndopondonco.  Of  those  whoso  names  avo  on  the 
poll-books,  85  were  rosident  settlors  and  220  woro  non-residents.” 

In  January  and  Fobniary,  1855,  tho  governor,  A.  II.  Boeder, 
caused  a  census  to  be  taken  of  tbo  inhabitants  and  qualified 
vo tors  in  Kansas.  On  tho  day  the  census  was  completed  lie 
issued  his  proclamation  for  an  olect.ion  to  be  hold  March  30, 
1855,  for  members  of  the  legislative  assembly  of  tbo  territory. 
The  proclamation  prescribed  the  boundaries  of  tho  districts, 
the  places  for  polls,  the  names  of  judges,  the  apportionment 
of  members,  and  the  qualification  of  voters.  Had  it  been 
observed,  a  just  and  fair  election  would  have  reflected  tho 
will  of  the  people  of  Kansas.  Before  the  election,  however, 
false  and  inflammatory  rumors  were  busily  circulated  among 
tho  people  of  western  Missouri.  They  grossly  oxaggorated  and 
misrepresented  the  number  and  character  of  tho  emigration 
then  passing  into  the  territory.  By  tho  active  exertions  of 
many  of  the  loading  citizens,  the  passions  and  prejudices  of 
the  people  of  that  state  wore  greatly  excited.  Several  resi¬ 
dents  of  Missouri  testified  to  the  character  of  tho  reports  cir¬ 
culated  among  and  credited  by  the  people.  These  otforts  were 
successful.  By  an  organized  movement,  which  extended  from 
Andrew  county,  in  tbo  north,  to  Jasper  comity,  in  the  south, 
and  as  far  eastward  as  Boone  and  Cole  counties  (Missouri),  com¬ 
panies  of  men  were  collected  in  irregular  parties  and  sent 
into  every  council  district  in  the  territory,  and  into  every  rep¬ 
resentative  district  but  one.  The  men  were  so  distributed  as 
to  control  tho  election  in  every  district.  They  went  to  vote, 
and  with  the  avowed  design  to  make  Kansas  a  slave  slate. 
Tlioy  were  generally  armed  and  equipped,  carrying  with  them 


their  own  provisions  and  touts,  and  so  marched  into  the 
territory. 

As  this  election  was  for  a  legislature,  the  validity  of  which 
was  contested,  the  committee  took  great  pains  to  procure  testi¬ 
mony  as  to  the  election  in  each  election  district.  The  election 
in  the  second  district  is  a  fair  spocimen.  In  that  district,  on 
tho  morning  of  the  election,  the  jndgos  appointed  by  the  gov¬ 
ernor  appeared  and  oponod  the  polls.  Their  names  were 
Harrison  Hurson,  Nathaniel  Ramsay  and  Mr.  Ellison.  The 
Missourians  began  to  arrive  early  in  the  morning,  some  500  or 
COO  of  thorn  in  wagons  and  carriages  and  on  horseback,  and 
under  tho  lend  of  Samuel  J.  .lonos,  then  postmaster  of  West- 
port,  Missouri,  Claiborne  I1'.  Jackson  ami  a  Mr.  Steoley,  of  Tudo- 
pondenco,  Missouri.  They  were  armod  with  double-barreled 
guns,  rifles,  bowio-lonves  and  pistols,  and  had  Hags  hoisted. 
They  held  a  sort  of  informal  eloction  off  at  ono  side,  at  first  for 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory, and  shortly  afterwards  announced 
Thomas  Johnson,  of  Sliawneo  Mission,  elected  governor.  Tho 
polls  had  boon  opened  but  a  short  timo  whon  Mr.  Jones  marched 
with  the  crowd  up  to  the  window  and  demanded  that  they  bo 
allowed  to  veto,  without  swearing  as  to  thoir  residence.  After 
some  noisy  and  threatening  talk,  Claiborne  l1'.  Jackson  ad¬ 
dressed  tho  crowd,  saying  they  had  come  thoro  to  veto;  that 
tlioy  had  a  right  to  vote  if  they  had  been  there  but,  five  min¬ 
utes,  and  lie  was  not  willing  to  go  homo  without  voting;  this 
was  received  with  clioors.  Jackson  then  called  upon  them 
to  form  into  little  bands  of  lifteon  or  twenty,  which  they  did, 
and  wont  to  an  ox-wagon  filled  with  guns,  which  wore  dis¬ 
tributed  among  them,  and  proceeded  to  load  some  of  them  on 
the  ground.  In  pursuance  of  Jackson’s  request,  they  tied 
white  tape  or  ribbons  in  their  button  holes,  so  as  t.o  distinguish 
them  from  the  “Abolitionists.”  They  again  demanded  that  the 
judges  resign.  Upon  their  refusing  to  do  so  they  smashed  in 
the  window,  snsli  and  all,  presented  their  pistols  and  guns,  ami 
at  the  same  timo  threatened  to  shoot.  Some  ono  on  tho  outside 
cried  out  not  to  shoot,  as  there  wore  pro-.slavery  men  in  the 
liouso  with  tlio  judges.  They  then  pat  a  pry  under  the  corner 
of  tlio  liouso,  which  was  built  of  logs,  lifted  it  up  a  lew  inches, 


had  been  hived  to  come  there  and  vote,  and  got  a  dollar  a  day, 
“and  by  (iod  they  would  vote  or  dio  there.”  They  said  tho 
30tli  day  of  March  was  an  important  day,  as  Kansas  would  be 
made  a  slave  state  on  that  day.  They  bogan  to  leave  in  tho 
direction  ot  Missouri  in  the  afternoon,  aftor  they  had  voted, 
leaving  some  thirty  or  forty  around  the  house  where  the  elec¬ 
tion  was  held,  to  guard  the  polls  till  after  tho  election  was  over. 
Tho  citizens  of  the  territory  were  not  armed,  except  those  who 
took  part  in  the  mob,  and  a  large  portion  of  them  did  not 
vote.  Three  hundred  and  forty-one  votes  were  polled  there 
that  day,  of  which  hut  some  thirty  were  citizens.  A  protest 
against  the  election  was  prepared  and  sent  to  the  governor. 

A  similarly  organized  ami  conducted  election  was  held  in 
each  of  the  other  districts  of  tho  territory,  varying  only  in 
degrees  of  fraud  ami  violence.  Tn  tho  fifteenth  district,  it  was 
proven  that  several  hundred  Missourians  appeared  and  voted. 
Several  speeches  wore  made  at  the  polls,  and  among  those  who 
spoke  was  Major  Oliver,  one  of  our  comniittco.  He  urged  all 
persons  to  uso  no  harsh  words  and  expressed  a  hope  that  noth¬ 
ing  would  bo  said  or  done  to  wound  the  feelings  of  the  most 
sensitive  on  the  other  side,  giving  some  reasons,  based  on  tho 
Missouri  Compromise,  why  they  should  vote,  but  lie  liimsolf 
did  not  vote.  The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  in  that  district 
was  417.  The  number  of  legal  voters  was  about  80.  Of  tho 
names  on  the  poll-book  but  (12  were  on  the  census  roll.  But  a 
small  portion,  estimated  at  one-fourth  of  t.ho  legal  voters,  voted. 

The  validity  of  the  so  called  pro-slavery  legislature  vested 
upon  this  election.  It  is  hardly  necessary  at  this  late  day 
to  say  that  such  a  legislative  body  could  nut  rightly  assumo 
or  lawfully  exorcise  legislative  functions  over  any  law-abiding 
community.  Tlic.ir  enactments  were,  by  every  principle  of  law 
and  right,  null  and  void.  The  existence  of  fraud  at  the  elec¬ 
tion  was  admitted  by  every  one,  but  it  was  dofended  on  the 
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first  one  notified  to  leave  was  William  Phillips,  a  lawyer  ot 
Leavenworth,  and  upon  Lis  refusal  tho  mob  forcibly  seized 
him,  took  him  across  the  river,  carried  him  several  miles  into 
Missouri,  and  then  tarred  and  leathered  liim,  shaving  one  side 
of  Lis  Head  and  committing  other  gross  indignities  upon  his 
person.  Judge  Lceompte,  chief  justice  ot  the  territory,  Colonel 
L.  N.  Burns,  of  Weston,  Missouri,  and  others,  took  part  in  and 
made  speeches  at  a  bitterly  partisan  mooting,  tho  tendency 
of  which  was  to  produce  violence  and  disorder. 

After  tho  most  careful  examination  of  tho  poll-books  and 
tho  testimony  taken,  we  were  convinced  beyond  all  doubt  that 
the  election  of  the  30th  of  March,  1353,  was  utterly  void.  It 
was  tho  result  of  an  organized  invasion  from  the  State  of 
Missouri,  a  lawless  seizure  of  the  conduct  of  the  election,  and 
(ho  open  voting  hy  thousands  of  persons  who  neither  resided 
in  nor  pretended  to  he  inhabitants  of  Kansas.  Not  content 
with  voting  they  made  false  returns  of  votes  never  cast,  and 
excluded  legal  voters  because  they  were  "Abolitionists.” 

A  more  wanton  and  shameless  overthrow  of  popular  rights 
cannot  be  found  in  history. 

The  so-called  legislative  assembly,  thus  oloetod,  mot  at 
Pawnee,  on  the  12nd  of  July,  1855.  It  attempted  to  make  laws 
for  Kansas,  and  to  that  end  adopted,  in  substance,  the  laws  of 
the  State  of  Missouri  in  gross  as  the  laws  for  t.Ho  territory, 
but,  to  retain  its  power,  it  provided  that  every  oflicor  of  the 
territory,  executive  and  judicial,  was  to  bo  appointed  by  the 
legislature,  or  by  some  officer  appointed  by  it. 

The  legality  of  this  legislature  was  denied  by  the  great 
majority  of  the  people  who  never  acquiesced  in  or  obeyed  its 
enactments,  thus  taking  the  only  course  open  to  them  to  secure 
a  lawful  government. 

IMiile  the  alleged  legislative  assembly  was  in  session,  a 
movement  was  instituted  to  form  a  state  government,  and 
apply  for  admission  into  tho  Union  ns  a  state.  The  first  step 
taken  by  the  people  of  the  territory,  in  consequence  of  tiie 
invasion  of  March  30,  1855,  was  the  circulation,  for  signature, 
of  a  graphic  ami  truthful  memorial  t.o  Congress,  livery  alle¬ 
gation  in  this  memorial  was  sustained  by  the  testimony.  No 
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the  executive  committee  who  then  issued  a  proclamation  recit- 
iug  the  results  of  the  election  of  the  loth  of  December,  and  at 
the  same  time  provided  for  an  election,  to  bo  hold  on  the  15th 
day  of  January,  1S5G,  for  state  officers  and  members  of  the 
general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Kansas.  The  election  was 
accordingly  held  in  several  election  precincts,  the  returns  of 
which  were  sent  to  the  executivo  committee  who  announced 
the  result  by  a  proclamation. 

Tims,  when  wo  arrived  in  Kansas,  two  rival  governments 
were  in  existence,  ono  the  result  of  fraud  and  force,  the  other 
confessedly  incomplete,  being  without  executive  power  or 
recognition.  Congress  alone  could  settle  the  controversy  by 
recognizing  ono  or  the  other.  Its  action  and  its  failure  to  act 
will  ho  stated  further  on. 

A  brief  narrative  of  incidents  while  tho  connnitteo  was  in 
Kansas  may  bo  of  interest. 

We  arrived  by  steamer  at  a  place  called  Westport  Landing, 
near  tho  mouth  of  tho  Kansas  Rivor.  As  I  remember  the  placo 
it  was  a  mero  hamlet,  composed  of  three  dwellings,  a  store,  a 
tavern  and  a  blacksmith  shop.  We  passed  over  tho  high 
rolling  prairie,  where  but  a  few  and  scattered  cabins  then 
oxistod,  but  which  now  is  the  site  of  Kansas  City,  a  beautiful 
city  of  90,000  inhabitants.  About  six  miles  from  the  landing 
wo  entered  Westport,  tho  lioadqnarters  of  tho  Santa  F6  trade. 
This  important  trade  in  1854  was  conducted  with  “prairie 
schooners,”  wagons  of  groat  dimensions  rudely  but  strongly 
built,  each  hauled  by  four  or  six  mules  or  Indian  ponies,  and 
all  driven  by  as  rough  a  sot  of  men  of  mixed  color,  tribe  and 
nativity  as  could  be  found  anywhere  iu  tho  world.  Their 
usual  dross  was  a  broad  brimmed  felt  hat,  a  flannel  shirt, 
home-spun  trousers,  without  suspenders,  and  heavy  cowhide 
boots  outside  of  their  trousers,  with  a  knife  or  pistols,  or  both, 
in  their  belts  or  boots.  They  were  properly  classed  as  bordor 
ruffians,  and  as  a  rule  were  whisky  soaked. 

Tho  contrast  of  this  region  between  then  and  now  is  a 
marked  evidence  of  the  wonderful  change  that  has  been  made 
withiu  a  single  generation.  I  have  several  times  visited  Kan¬ 
sas  City  and  its  environs  since  1S5G.  I  have  noted  the  change 
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at  each  visit!  The  rolling  prairie  lias  been  checkered  with 
streets  and  avenues,  and  the  squares  and  suburbs  aro  dotted 
all  over  with  residences,  stores  and  workshops.  The  landing, 
once  a  single  pier,  now  extends  milos  along  the  Missouri  River. 
The  bordor  ruffians  have  disappeared  with  tho  Indians  and 
“greasers,”  and  liavo  been  replaced  by  an  activo,  intelligent 
and  prosperous  community. 

Mrs.  Sherman  and  myself  started  in  advance  for  Lawrence 
in  an  open  buggy  drawn  by  one  horse,  and  wore  told  t,o  follow 
tho  trail,  and  this  wo  had  no  difficulty  in  doing.  Wo  passod 
through  ouo  or  more  Indian,  reservations,  over  ns  beautiful  a 
country  as  the  sun  shines  upon,  but  without  house  or  habita¬ 
tion,  oxccpt  Indian  tints.  Wo  arrived  at  Lawronee,  a  town 
loss  than  two  years  old,  and  wero  cordially  recoivod.  Tho 
people  tlioro  wero  fearing  a  raid  by  tho  “border  ruffians,”  but 
this  was  fortunately  postponed  until  our  departure  for  Loavon- 
worth. 

The  committee  proceeded  immediately  to  tako  testimony. 
Governor  Reeder  acted  in  behalf  of  the  Froo  State  sido,  and 
General  Whitfiokl  in  behalf  of  the  pro-slavery  side,  this  being 
tho  conceded  line  of  demarcation  between  tho  opposing  fac¬ 
tions.  Tho  town  was  in  embryo,  nothing  finished,  and  my 
wife  and  ]  wore  glad  to  have  a  cot  in  a  room  in  tho  nufinishod 
and  unoccupied  “Free  State  Hotel,”  soon  after  burned  to  the 
ground  by  Jones,  the  marshal  of  Kansas,  or  his  deputies.  There 
was  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  wilncsses  or  testimony,  but,  as  a 
rule,  tho  witnesses  on  one  sido  would  only  testify  in  Lawrence, 
and  t.lioso  on  tho  other  in  LecompLou  or  Leavenworth.  They 
were  like  soldiers  in  hostile  armies,  careful  to  keep  outside  nl 
the  enemy’s  camp. 

Dr.  Robinson,  afterwards  Governor  Robinson,  was  then  by 
far  the  ablest  and  bravest  leader  of  tho  Free  Slate  eauso.  1 1  is 
history  of  the  Kansas  conflict  is  the  most  interesting  yet  pub¬ 
lished.  When  the  committee  vi.sifod  I.ooompton  to  take  testi¬ 
mony,  it  was  a  surprise  to  us  that  be  not  only  offered,  but 
insisted  upon  going  t.o  that  place,  the  headquarters  and  capital 
ol  tho  pro-slavery  parly.  It  was  then  scarcely  a  iiamlot,  and 
its  existeuco  depended  entirely  upon  the  success  of  that  party. 
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Leavenworth;  that  ho  had  offered  to  fight  them,  but  they  were 
cowards ;  that  lie  was  born  in  Richland  county,  Ohio,  near 
Mansfield,  and  ho  wanted  me  to  help  him  get  his  traps.  ] 
know  his  family  as  famous  fighters.  I  asked  ium  if  ho  would 
swear  to  his  story.  Ho  said  ho  would,  and  Mr.  Lord  road  it  to 
him,  oaths  and  all,  from  his  stenographic  notes.  He  stared  at 
Lord  and  demanded  “Where  in  hell  did  you  gel:  that?”  Ho 
was  handed  tho  stenographic  notes  and,  after  looking  at  them, 
ho  exclaimed:  “Snakes,  by  Clod;  hut  it  is  all  true!”  Whether 
he  got  his  outfit  and  traps  I  never  know. 

The  evidence  at  Leavenworth  being  closed,  the  eonnuitteo 
returned  to  Westport,  Missouri.  "While  wo  were  tlioro  wo  saw 
an  armed  and  organized  body  of  residents  of  Missouri  march 
across  tho  lino  into  Kansas  to  retaliate,  as  wo  wore  told,  tho 
murder  of  fivo  pro-slavery  men  at  Osawatamio.  While  they 
wore  marching  into  Westport  from  the  cast,  Clovernnr  .Shan¬ 
non,  in  ohcdiouc.o  to  the  summons  of  the  committee,  came  into 
"Westport  from  tho  territory,  and  in  his  presonco  t.hoy  filed  off 
iu  regular  array  inio  the  territory,  ft  was  difficult  to  ascer¬ 
tain  tho  precise  causes  of  these  murders,  but  It  was  shown  that 
they  were  in  retaliation  for  those  of  certain  Vroo  Sl.ato  men, 
one  of  whom  was  tho  son  of  John  Drown,  later  the  famous 
loader  of  tho  attack  on  tho  fort  at  Harper's  Kerry,  and  who  had 
actod  for  tho  couuuittoo  iu  summoning  witnesses  to  Lawrence. 
The  testimony  in  respect  to  those  murders  was  vague,  and  the 
murderers  wore  not  identified.  Two  yoavs  afterwards  I  mot 
John  Brown  in  Chicago,  and  asked  him  about  tho  murder  of 
tlio  pro-slavory  men  at  Osawatamio;  ho  replied  with  spirit  that 
tlioy  were  not  mnrdorcd,  but  that  they  had  boon  arrested,  tried 
by  a  jury,  convicted  and  executed.  Tho  arrest,  trial  and  exe¬ 
cution  must  have  been  done  during  one  night.  Ho  did  not  dis¬ 
close  the  names  of  tho  executioners,  but  his  cool  stafemout 
was  a  striking  picture  of  tho  scenes  thou  enacted  in  Kansas  b,y 
both  sidos;  both  appealed  to  the  law  of  force  and  crime,  and 
crime  was  justified  by  crime. 

Tho  cvidoncc  taken  at  Westport  closed  tho  investiga¬ 
tion  and  Mr.  Howard  and  J  returned  to  Detroit,  as  already 
stated. 
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The  report  was  approved  by  Mr.  Howard,  and  presented  by 
him  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  July  1,  1850,  as  a  ques¬ 
tion  of  privilege.  The  reception  of  it  gave  rise  to  much  de¬ 
bate,  but  in  the  end  1  was  permitted  oil  the  same  day  to  read 
it.  The  minority  report  of  Mr.  Oliver  was  presented  July  11  of 
that  year.  No  action  was  taken  on  the  reports,  but  they  were 
widely  published. 

On  July  31,  1850, 1  made  a  speech  on  the  Kansas  contested 
election  between  tleneral  Whitfield  and  Governor  lieeder,  dur¬ 
ing  which  I  was  drawn  into  a  discussion  with  Alexander  IT. 
Stephens,  of  Georgia,  and  Mr.  Oliver,  of  Missouri,  in  which  the 
general  questions  involved  in  the  Kansas  controversy  were 
fully  debated,  I  closed  with  this  language: 

“  TIio  worst  ovil  that  coukl  bofnU  our  country  is  ciivii  war,  lml  tlio  out¬ 
rages  in  Kansas  cannot  bo  continued  much  longor  without  producing  it.  To 
our  southern!  brotlirou  I  espcoiuilly  appeal.  In  tlio  muuo  of  southern  rights, 
crimes  liavo  been  committed,  and  are  being  committed,  which  I  know  you 
cannot  and  do  not  approve.  Theso  have  oxoiled  a  fooling  in  tlm  norlhoru 
states  that  is  deepening  and  strengthening  daily.  It  may  produce  acts  of 
retaliation.  You  are  in  a  minority  and,  from  the  nature  of  your  institutions, 
your  rolativo  power  is  yearly  decreasing.  In  oxousing  this  invasion  from 
Missouri — in  attempting  to  hold  on  to  an  advanlugo  obtained  by  force  and 
fraud  —  you  are  sotting  an  example  which,  in  its  ultinmlo  consequences,  may 
trample  your  rights  nndor  foot.  Until  these  wrongs  are  righted,  you  must 
expect  norlhoru  men  to  unite  to  redress  them.  It  may  not  bo  this  year, 
but,  ns  sure  as  tlmro  is  a  God  in  heaven,  such  a  union  will  be  effected  ;  and 
you  will!  gain  nothing  by  sustaining  northern  agitators  in  violating  the  com¬ 
promise  of  your  fathom.” 

On  July  28,  1850, 1  offered,  as  an  amendment,  to  the  tinny 
appropriation  bill,  fho  following  proviso: 

“Provided,  ncvcrthcle*n,  That  no  purl  of  a  military  force  of  the  United 
Slatos  horoin  provided  for,  shall  bo  employed  in  aid  of  the  enforcement  of 
iho  onaclmeuts  of  the  aSlogcd  legislative  assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas, 
rcootiUy  assembled  at  Shawnco  Mission,  until  Congress  shall  have  onactod 
oithor  that  it  was  or  was  not  a  valid  legislative  assembly)  chosen  in  con¬ 
formity  with  the  organic  law,  by  iho  people  of  said  territory.  And  Provided, 
That  until  Congress  shall  have  passed  on  the  validity  of  Iho  said  legislative 
assembly  of  Kansas,  it  shall!  bo  tlio  duty  of  the  President  (o  use  Iho  military 
foreo  in  said  territory  to  preserve  the  peace,  suppress  insurrection,  rope! 


invasion,  and  protect  persons  mid  property  tlien'iil,  mid  upon  tiro  national 
highways  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  from  unlawful  somires  and  searches.  And 
be  it  further  provided,  That  the  President  is  required  to  disarm  the  present 
organised  militia  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas  and  rocall  all  llio  United  States 
arms  tliorein  distributed,  and  to  prevent  armed  men  from  going  into  said 
territory  to  disturb  the  public  jieaee,  or  aid  in  the  enforcement  or  resistance 
of  real  or  protended  laws." 

After  long  debate,  this  was  agreed  to  by  a  vote  of  80  yoas  to 
47  nays.  The  deliberate  purpose  of  a  majority  of  tlio  Honso 
was  to  prevent  any  further  support  of  tlio  Lccomptou  terri¬ 
torial  legislature.  Tills  ameuduiont,  however,  was  disagreed 
to  by  the  Semite  and  referred  t.o  a  coinmittoo  of  conference. 
On  tbe  18th  of  August,  the  last  day  of  the  session,  the  disagree¬ 
ment  continued  and  tlio  conference  report  was  taken  up  for 
action.  A  motion  was  niado  that  the  Ilouso  insist  upon  its 
amendments  and  agree  to  another  committee  of  conferonco. 
This  was  defeated,  but  no  definite  action  was  taken,  as  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  Ilouso  was  opposed  to  a  further  conferonco,  and 
so  the  army  bill  failed. 

Oh  the  same  day  the  President,  by  proclamation,  convened 
the  two  Houses  in  extra  session  to  moot  on  the  21st,  tiny  of 
August,  throe  days  later.  Tho  President,  in  his  message,  urged 
Oougress  to  recede  from  the  Kansas  proviso  to  tho  army  bill. 
The  ltopnhlicans  of  the  House  were  determined  to  insist  upon 
that  proviso,  and,  by  repeated  votes,  refused  to  withdraw  it  ot¬ 
to  reconsider  it,  but,  after  a  session  of  nino  days,  tlio  Ilouso 
filially  yielded,  but  only  after  the  Senate  had  agreed  t.o  an 
amendment,  which  contained  tho  substance  of  the  proviso 
offered  by  me,  as  follows: 

“Proi'ided,  That  no  pint  of  tho  military  force  of  tho  United  States,  fur 
tho  support  of  which  appropriations  uro  miiclo  by  Ibis  not,  slinll  bo  employed 
in  aid  of  tin-,  enforcement  of  any  eiiuclmi'nt  lieretofm-o  pussod  by  tlio  bodies 
claiming  to  bo  tlio  territorial  legislature  of  Kansas.” 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to  and  thus,  in  the  final  strug¬ 
gle,  while  no  effective  measures  to  relieve  tho  people  of  Kansas 
from  the  tyranny  imposed  upon  them  were  adopted,  the  decla¬ 
ration  was  niado  that  tlio  military  forco  of  the  United  States 
should  not  be  used  to  aid  in  tlio  enforcement  of  any  enactment 


theretofore  passed  by  bodies  claiming  to  be  t,lio  territorial 
legislature  of  Kansas. 

Thus  it  appears  that  during  this  long  and  wearisonio  session 
(for  in  fact  the  two  were  blit  ono),  I  was  almost  oxclusivoly 
occupied  in  a  futile  effort  to  restore  tho  prohibition  of  slavory 
in  Kansas,  according  to  the  Missouri  Compromise,  but  tho 
struggle  unulo  was  fruitful  in  good.  It  strengthened  tho  Froo 
State  sentiment  in  Kansas,  it  aroused  public  sentiiiiont.  in  the 
north,  and  drove  tho  south  t,o  adopt  now  and  strange  theories 
which  led  to  divisions  in  t.he  Democratic  party  and  its  disrup¬ 
tion  and  overthrow  in  18(i0.  The  compromise  mado  was  un¬ 
derstood  to  be  the  work  of  Mr.  Howard,  and,  though  not  satis¬ 
factory  to  tho  HoptibHcnns  of  the  Hoiuso,  it.  was  at  least  u 
drawn  battle,  and,  like  Hunker  Ilill  to  Yorktown,  was  the  pre¬ 
lude  to  the  devolution  that  ended  at  Appomattox. 

Among  the  many  who  attained  distinction  in  tho  8+fcli  Con¬ 
gress  I  can  only  refor  to  a  few,  tho  chief  of  whom  was  Nathan¬ 
iel  1’.  Banks,  wlio.aftor  a  long  struggle,  was  elected  spoakor.  Ho 
was  born  in  Waltham,  Massachusetts,  January  BO,  1810.  Ho  bad 
risen  into  prommoiice  without  any  aid  or  advantage  of  oarly 
education  or  training.  He  was  tho  sou  of  an  overseer  in  a 
cotton  factory  in  Waltham,  where  lie  was  for  a  time  omployetl. 
He  improved  his  loisure  hours  by  tho  study  of  history,  political 
oconomy  and  the  science  of  government.  Ho  learned  tho  trade 
of  a  machinist.  He  early  acquired  the  habit,  of  speaking  well 
on  various  subjects,  ami  was  elected  as  a  Democratic  member 
of  tho  legislature  from  his  native  town.  In  ISfi2  ho  was 
olccted  to  Congress,  running  upon  tho  ticket  with  (foiieral 
l’ierco,  tho  Democratic  candidate  for  President,.  Ho  took  a 
decided  stand  against  the  repeal  of  tho  Missouri  Compromise). 
Ho  was  a  man  of  striking  presence,  with  a  line  voioo  and  en¬ 
gaging  manners,  lie  fillod  tho  difficult  position  of  speaker 
with  great  credit,  and  is  still  remembered  by  bis  associates  as 
perhaps  the  host  fitted  for  tho  special  duties  of  speaker  of  the 
House  of  any  Member  since  the  tinio  of  Henry  Clay.  Me  was 
afterward  elected  Govornor  of  Massachusetts  and  continued  in 
that  position  for  several  years.  When  tho  war  broko  out  lie 
was  appointed  luajor-genoral  of  volnnteers,  but  his  service  in 
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lines,  wo  were  often  thrown  together.  We  mid  our  families  in 
Washington  messed  together  in  a  housohold  for  several  years, 
and  our  intercourse  was  always  friendly  and  intimate.  When 
ho  became  Vice  President  he  remarked  to  me  that  I  was  first 
to  enter  the  Senato,  but  ho  was  first  to  become  Vice  President. 
After  bis  sorvice  as  Vico  President,  lie  retired  from  public  life 
and  delivered  loctures  upon  many  topics. 

Many  other  Members  of  that  Congress,  equally  worthy  of 
note,  have  passed  away  from  the  scenes  of  life,  and  some  few 
survive.  I  would  gladly  recall  their  niomory  if  my  spneo  would 
allow. 
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wove  IVolloKH  limin'  llio  woloiiro  of  lion  ••ndo  tn  »  ■ 

Il  wu«  Ilii-i  fooltiiK- mi  iloiilil  ri'i-o|;in.*i'.|  In  !■■■* f«  f 
oolillioril  l li'lin hmhI-h,  Uiii!  \iro\onloil  lln-  n.-mixo'oni 
I’il'ico  civ  |)nli|flitH.  IIiii'Iiiiiiiiii  ««•>  I .!.■•!  .t  n  >  ■ 

limn  of  gri'oiil  o\|ioi  ionoo,  \i  lio.  Im'IO),'  iiK  -  ni  li.-oi  !>=<•> 
illil'ilif!  t lie  I’lil ill'  ]>i'rioil  of  t|u<  Icon  n.-<  i-ni>  I. 
liolinvoil,miil  111  lli-.  Ml|i|>ol|.-l-.  ullii ll<l-s|,  ion  »  •!“>'  iio, 
llml  wmilil  im'o.il  mol  goou-nl  fmlln-t  ouii.v  -  >m-l 
ooi'inv  foil'  olorlimih  in  llml  Iniiloii  H--  ».o<  j  --j  -ni.n  m 
I’oiiusyhmiiit,  tool  honoil  for  iioiii\  u-m  >  go  r-n  Is  lh-u  *-  of 

I  'noun'.**,  Intel  n  rrliiiihh  ro|no -outi-il  Ho-  I  oil> >!«*■  -  u-i  min 
islor  III  Uiishin  mol  (ii'ool  IHilmit,  tool  li-t-H>i  t  u  l-io  i'l  Mrtli’ 
ill  1 1 1  III!'  Ill'll  1 1  Ilf  I  ho  nilmiol  of  1’rn -olriil  1‘oili  llnw-i-  Itmoi 
illionol.V  HII|||M. ill'll  liy  llio  ilnlt-coiion  fiooi  IViin-s  Inu.i.i.  llo-n 

II  ilonlil fill  oliilo,  mol,  iifl'-r  nimi\  lmllol  >  mol  lln-  .1. ■*,  ,,!  i-f 

I'iori'O,  woo  iioininiiloil  willi  llio  •-  of  l>o»(.-I,i  >  I  In  . 

Iiolllilllilioli  );|"|'II|I>  nl  rcilKl  lionoil  llio  I  lomo.  coin  |,.oii  It 
liolil  in  llml  \niriy  llio  |>rolooloni  Ih'iom  rol-.  m«l  n  j-c -* 

IKillion  of  I  Itohn  who  in  1-Sol  \  oIih|  Si  -  i  mill  \rl-io  -l-o  M* -ia«lo-i--- 


Of  I’llllKn'ON.  Till'  ll|l|loi  111  IIO'lll  of  r.llom-l  li.-oli  >.l  I  Vnn--\  I 

Villlill  00  llovoi'ioil'  of  Kllio-iot,  ill  llir  (il.oo  •>!  On . .  '-Iionio-Ii, 

mill  Ills  Ill'll]  mill  ilii|iiil'linl  mlmmo'lmtioo.  (m-mSi  .ml.-.l  lln- 
Diomit'i'iilir  gmi'ly,  It  Wiin  li'Kitnl  ml  is."  01  oli  Isl  *  of  it  i  Imsirfn  of 

liolioy  in  Kuiixkn,  iinulo  nl  llio  io.gi . I  of  Hr  llm  . . 

Tim  Ainorintn  I  III  il  y  mol  nl  lln-  ii  »>  of  l'lnIo<li-l|.lmi 
Ilfll'V  dll'  olooliim  of  lluuko  11*  »>i»oiikor,  mol  ioniniiiiH<-.|  Millm-l 
l''illnioro  for  I’l'ohiiloiil  mol  Uum'l-oii  for  \  I’r,-  ol.-ni  Tlim 

. . it-  iliil  mil  ill  llml  oxnio  mooli  iiii.-nlioo.  t»  «rt- 

knowii  llml-  in  llm  mirth  it  wmilil  ilniw  o.|ioilh  from  Uio  Inn 


Ill'll  I  jmrtii'M,  Ill'll  in  t  lit*  Mini  It  n»ili!  nulv  uflri’l  uijiiriim-.lv  Him 
limiturnil  ii*  j»urly.  lls  \i(ul  fiu'tit  uf  jn  inripli'M  whs  nimluiuimil 
hylmili  IIh1  U(«|iiililiruu  Hiul  I  iMiiinrnil  ir  ruuvuiil  imm. 

Mr.  l-'ilhmuo  look  Mmup  g'luiui'l  iiguiim!  wliul  lit'  <*til l<*i I  a 
mu'liuiml  iicki'l  |ut‘Mi‘iiS iug  ImHi  c’iuitlitliitt»n  hunt  llm  frm 
»htlm<,  with  Hm  itvmvi'tl  |ih rpt uf  mm  purl  id  llm  Ciiiuii 
ruling  iiM'iiliM  wlinlu  S  * n i( t<«|  SI nl 

Tlii<  i u mi i  1111 1  i in i  of  I’1! imii mill ,  Imw  uvur,  gnat!  Iv  hi  iimpl  ln*uuil 
Hu*  uiuM'tni'iil  in  fu\i»r  uf  I'illiuun*.  Tlmtn  wim  h  Impi’  mIm 
ini'll  I  uf  Hu1  1 1  hi  \\  lup  1  <1 1 1 1  \  iti  llm  in  1 1  111,  wliirli,  though 
fni’mlh  In  I {*' |*i» I <1 11.1 11  |»i iimipIrM  ami  wil|inp  l>>  u ^ » | •  • « rl 
S-wanl  ul-  Mrl.i'iili,  \ul  Would  iml  \ulu  fur  I'li'iimuS,  wlm  Imd 
imm*  uf  llm  ijimhln  .  Hull  roiimmiidud  I  In- i  1*  imjimiJ.  Simli 
mxii  n->  Kwuip,  lin'U'IS,  W  ini  1 1  r«  •  ji  iunl  llillmul,  «'*  n  i>|  «i  1- 1 1  <  ■  1 1> 
Usuli-m  mill  fiiiomul  MwImmiimu,  aiinmiHMi-d  lluur  jmipuM  h» 
\ ul «*  fur  l  i ilintti  c'  Mr.  nitiuh\  Hm  Mini imul  liiwyi-  ami  .-.lull*  < 
Hlitll  Itf  Ma  -  iU-hllnt'l  H,  llfl'lllM'll  Ills  I'lll  ftll  .t'  III  Null*  fur  1  111 
1'lmimu,  upuit  llm  plumililu  ynminl  llmt,  ns  Him  rhuirM  was 
iH’Ittt't'it  hnrhuimii  mul  lYui'ioid,  lm  wus  ruuipi'ilr'il,  liy  a  M'lum 
ufihily.  In  yiilu  fur  Hik-|iiiiiiui. 

A!  Hm  Minin'  limn  hauling  UuhiuithIs  in  Hit'  Hnutlt  Hnnlii »«•«! 
Hml  if  Kii'innii!  w its  i'Iim'IimI  llm  luimi  rmiM  m>l  ami  tmphl 
tail  In  Ih«  lai'i'iMil  Tim  Wliitfsuf  Hii'muiIIi,  will)  .wain*  mi 
MVfMjil  tl»U,  Wl'M*  intiumUiil  In  HlU  Mljijtull  n|  Killllliili'  iiml 
I luiii‘1 ’mi,  11ml  j> •tni'ii  hi  tin  uuirtv  id  ilmipui  lu  Him  i  uinii. 

As  I  In*  r.iia  a  -  |  «t  up  1 1-  ml  Hus  furl  nip  1  m*i  m*i  ••<!,  am  I  lirlm »» 
tilt  l  ine  il  In-iaiiti' Hia(  -111111'  u(  Ha*  i<|t|i*r  iiml  nmin 
jm jm tint  t  IU'\nili|ii‘aii  Mah- *  umil'l  lm  lod  l>\  llm  Itnjmliltniti 
|Mirly.  I  sluni'tl  in  Him  fi-t-lmp  nl  dmfntn»l!  nf  ITt'iiund,  Imt 
Mil\n  Iti  in  my  mij.jH.?  j 

1  was  mmiiimh'il  utHtunf  mi\  1  >|«|*i * »il imi  fuv  »•'  mImmIiuii 
iu  ii’niipii'tt  I «\  it  rum t'ii{ nut  Imhl  afl  iSfmlliv  un  |;!lli  da\  uf 
\»tpile*l,  I  Hull,  mill  wiMi  i-i|  in  t  h'f « *1  »i *1  lt\  a  iuajniil  \  uf 

sill , 

l  lunk  an  nHnu  pail  in  Hm  i'amu-\  afh-t  Him  ltd  jimt  ituu'it! 
Ilf  Tnllplm  *\  limilll\  III  - 1  *tl  i  lift  II  HllUi,  Will’ll'  |l  Wit>  Ujji|-.t!i’!ll. 
Iiml  Him  1  i> > it  1 1  n u ■  tun  uf  lliii-haiiun  was  m>|>iilai'  In  SViiimW 
\uniw,  t- tj»rt  iwii\  in  l'luiailt’lpliiu.  Him  mis  wu*  Cur  *'  Hmk,  Itnmk 


1111(1  fl'l'l'  KllllSIlH."  .Illllll  l‘.  I’*’  •!' II"  \  i  lli.MK*.  II*  "I1  I."’  I’*  »!!• 

erotic  slate  reimnidee,  innini  i  .l  Hi  ii  ,f  •|w-!i  ni.m  «■>  ■  ■  ■ '* -I 

(hiirii  wuiilil  In'  H"  inleiferi'ini'  "idi  i-fl’"'  *•<  l  -  'T1" 
iif  Kniimm  I"  nut  I"'  Hint  i*-r>  il*n  >  »  In-  *  *"  '*  ,,iP 

(lie  canvass  was  (lml-  llai’lainnn  i"n 1 1 *»-■  I  ilte  i.ii*  ,  "*  I1"1  " 

vuiiia,  New  .linnet,  1n<li»ii»,  Hlm-i ,  nml  '  ,»*  'I- 

Niivemliei'  eli'i  i inn  nml  was  elnii'.l. 

In  review  inK  Hie  | il  i*“  ii|‘|‘.»ii'iii  * !>  •'  H"-  »  »-f 

Hilt'llitilitll  was  liei'e-Hiuy  I"  mm  iiim  He-  1"  "!" 

Ibul.  mi  miiTesiifel  ninin-ulintt  I"  Hie  eu.-i.  ...»  . . iM 

lie  liiltile  e.\ee[il  I •  v  il  |niil>  ilHniiiU  pi- m  I*.  |  “  e 

Mr.  lUiehitimii  eni'mtnierril  iliHiriillu-  *  win*  •>  •>”  I'1""'  >" 
malll  eVei'i'iHiie.  Wlndi'ier  niu\  Iniw  !■■  ■  "  In  •!>  le 
eemlielli'il,  liy  111"  |ue\uilili|'  —iilmieiii  m  In-  !>-'<'  r..  n 

measures  llm|.  lmiile  a  I'l.ellel  l>e<wi—n  lie.  -B 

alile.  Tim  elei'limi  nf  lYeii . I  nmiM  I*  '-"  i-t ■  •  ii- « - 

lull'll  I  liis  nnillii'l  liefine  llie  eeiHi  iv.i  >  mi...  !-.i  t*  Ii:  . -  > 

during  Hie  curly  |ieiiml  n(  till'  wee  imm  .  d>  >"  !»  i  *  .<  ..■ 

linen  iiiiei|iinl  In  Mil'll  ini  I'lei'ie'eie'i  Hi .ai  e  ..  ■  * ...  g  ..  i 

|ielieilll'lll.  el  die  ilTi'l'ir-  ulde  miillii  I  Illllll  )l  I .tile-  ,•.)'!■  >I.  ml 

in  all  Hull,  mil'  I'liiHiley  urn. I  I—  nil  («•"'  ">  ■>!!  «!  >'■■  <•  ■iidmi 
TIiIh  wits  Hie  Icsnai  lan^lil  l*i  Hie  n.lnnin  ■!  s.i"  i<>n  «-f  (in.  S..e..»a 
mill  liilii'elll  was  (h-h|  III  lml  In  i  .iti  v  il  min  r\e.  h*  ee 

I’it'l'i'U  wils  still  I'residcnl,  lml  idler  In  ■  .1. '(<-.>*  >!.<  in.im 

lialieu  Ini  rllli«HCil  Ids  |i"liey  iimlen.ilh  I  »•■>>'  ■  w>  ■■■  I 

Id  iloveleli  ill  Kansas  wiUi  II  grimma  len.lrn.  •.  in  (■.»•...»  .•!  !).•• 
K 11 'll  .Slain  |«trl y.  .Imlge  Is'i'.nii|.ie  «,.!■.  ii!i...i..  1  .hi 

itllH‘0  tliti  ilidics  ef  wliieli  lie  w lie  li.'.illi  null*  j.«  1 3 - . ; ...  \ 

large  litnillier  ef  I'liiiynini  .  (mm  iii.mi  nf  ll;e  n-. >•!...>»  . 

worn  lirt'|iiii'iityt  I"  mme  in  I  lie  «inuiu  hnn..i  ■  >.....  in.. i 

Heavy  ut  Unit  terrilerv,  wlm  laid  lat.ee  a  il.-.  el.  I  ■*.«.. I  u-,  ! 
nf  l'i[lial  anil  HMII'|.  jnsliee  in  nil  iieii.  M,|  me;  ■i,i..n 

fi'irni  llm  in'ii  slitvery  fiti-iinn.  Hi  -  Id..  Mm  ...  i  .1 
sl riiilK  deimnuls  were  imnle  (nr  In  .  irm>.i,il  II.  i»  : 

Hell  llilil,  lie  wenlil  mil  In*  miMim . I  l.y  llm  .i.lnnin  .m  l 

mi  din  ‘ld\  et  Mini'll,  Isln,  rt"»ii.|ii.i\  ln;i  g„..,iii[..ofl 

1  in incnliiil t‘l v  u | n in  die  iLsHinnlilunj  nf  i  .nn'i.  .  ■  m  I  . .  Fel  ei, 
IH5li,nnil  lltiflll'e  I  lie  lislinl  Iilinmr'e  lt.nl  Ui.|i  n.],l  l.,ll,.  I'i.- 


linlifYUl*'  Ittiu  1  lull  UtO  i  I  dll*  C‘  nf  Wits  |I1V- 

|mml  In  muImi  upon  Him  itnliri  uf  Him  ^  ii hi,  u  moijIi-I  nJHiiii^ 
up  n\rr  1 1  im  i  { in  *•(  1 1  it  i  uf  iti  I  u  1 1  i  i  i'*l  miiii^j  thi'  ii.tSh  of  c  if  liit'  In  Mr. 
WliinioM  u.  iImImpuIm  fmm  Him  Turnlur\  of  Kuusus,  mu!  u 
flrn^i?li»  lt'Nii I ImiI  (licit  nml  iuiiMil  mini  I  lu«  !Mlt  of  liMMMmliMr, 
n  ln-ii  Him  uulli  of  olliro  wii.s  uihnini  'lciril  in  him  mu!  Iim  look 
lli'i  M'ilt  . 

I'im-mImiiI  I  SmI'i'M  .-Mill  In  Him  llmoonf  WupivNoiil  u  If  i\ mm,  Hm- 
I’MlllllMl-  :!.  Is.'lli,  III  -  III*!  HIM  Hl'M  III'  Ml  1 1 1 1  |l  IM1  ll'MI  I  il  \\Hll  it- 
m.ivmIhI  ii’ni’tt  nj  Him  k.vit  a  ipu*  lum  mul  Uii  ■  ]i*'i  Sun  ilrhulo 
w  liitli  mi  it  i  f  i  1 1  iii  *<  I  ilimii:'  Him  iIiIiim  m  urn  (in  Mu’  Mil  uf 


wo  inguriloil  ns  uupulrinlio,  ami  ilummioin-  in  (In* ! * i t* 1 1 * •  I  «l*  oirn 
to  ilio  Jiniilir  ]ir;iri‘  mol  ihr  imlnnr.il  I  mmi  in  In  la  \  nu-  • 
Hugo  lio  ilofi'inlril  or  oMMi  -nl  Dll*  law  li  .  rITnil  in.olr  U\  |o  i 
iloul.s  of  .Mi.ssinin  hi  oDahli  *li  .lavon  m  Kan  a  >  lio  m.nio  im 
1'IToH  lo  |il'o\0)ll  I  III'  iliWNiill  of  lull  .1'-  nv  (111-  I  llliir  >  I'olll 
niilioil  iiguinD  iH  ritivoii  •  Do  a]«j»i.»nlr.l  mam  ;''i\riimh  for 
Hum  lornlory,  ami  iuoioii  in-luino  uhnr  (Inn  ought  to  |uo 
toi‘l  I  In-  rigliN  of  it*  | h '•  1 1 »|o.  In*  oillun  i i*hio\ oil  Horn  m  ih  moil 
ilmiii  Jus  Mipjioj  I ,  Tim  \ui. I  tin  n  it  It  tii'oili  i  ami  >liai»in«ti 
K\on  tloM-ruor  ( tiMin ,  u Imiit  lm  louimi!  in  hi-*  im  ago,  amt 
wlimu  Hiti'lmiiuii  hint  liimlotl  timing  t In*  ian\a  >,  \\a-  al.iui 
ilonoi!  hy  l"il Ii.  ami  i'oni|in!]i'i]  to  mugn  ho  nought  to 

|Uotorl  nil  I'ili/on^  iiliko. 

I'ir*ii|iuit  I’iorro  nun  jiio|n‘il\,  arum ihng  to  n  ,iiv,  a  ramli 
illilo  for  10  olrctioH  wlioii  llit'  rum  onl  nm  un  i  to  m^ntiiufo  In 
Hiim-a^or,  lull  lio  wu>  itofoatoil  l»\  Iturhauun  Mi  li.nnta.. 
I  111*  I'lliof  iiol  lliiuoiit  in  Dm  (i,r-  ago  of  Dm  \ol.ia  l.a  tall,  mol  a 
liko  fain.  Itiirlinnaii  \\n>  i.nh  In  f !  i«  j...|.usai  •  i  <, 

”  I  hit' lilt  HUM,  Ih  orlo'MI  i«tgo  ami  Ti  i-o  |\an  a  "  ami  l  In-  i  ‘•isfol.nl 
lil'liof,  fiuimlml  11)11111  hi  ilmlai  ul  nm,  Dial  to  rhilton  m.iihl 
Hl'l'lll'O  fivnluin  |o  |\iiii>ii'. 

Till’  politiflil  o \r i Hoi lii'llt  o\o>l  1115'  ilmiic'  Do-  vDio].-  I‘i.  i 
clonl.  I 'ioiTo'u  lonu  oufoioil  into  ml  lih-  m  Ua  hinn-i 
Tho  ITohhIouI  \\i is  no)  loon^h)  mu,  i-oufaii  uith  Do>  •  uho 
iliiToml  with  him  in  n|>mion.  Il»  famih  nittn  h..i<  «.»o  no 

chiuhl,  l ho  imrliul  riuim*  <*1  thi*.  Tin*  umoio  It i«  tn>)  )nj.  i  toil 
often  pxMh  liplwwn  pnlil irii]  lulvi'wun'i  in  |-nl.i>.'  1S«.- 
mil,  |ms.Hililt>  ilnriuK  lliii  I i> ><J .  Sm-ml  I m.  u.  i.-  ili.nvn  mi 
Wl'tioiml  liui'M,  mnl  in  I  In*  iimlli  |nuH  lim> ,  l«  ,  ,n».<  ),•.  ut.< 

lilU'H,  Sill'll  I'uiiHrs,  mi  ilmilii,  li-il  h,  nuju  i  ,  i ,i„  ,  ,,,  ,,j  ij„, 
I'ri'Hiilnnl,  mnl,  in  hun,  i'iui<i'>l  Inm  i.>  n-..,n >1  in.  (...Mini 
mlvniwn-ii'H  iim  l'lii'iuin  In  lln-ir  muuin  nml  ,1,  inil-i  i|„. 
imllliu  J!l>Uf(».  |  Kl-lllVI'lv  VMIIII'lllluT  M'l-lll.*  Imn  •lining  1 1, 1 

l'imHi{'K«,  uiifl  win*  si  l  imply  ini'jiiilii'fil  iip.m,  I  Inm  \  mm. 
carnful  nl inly  nf  Ilm  niuthi'*  nii.l  mnilmi  |,n(,l„-  m.  i, 
thin  pi'i'inil  Ims  i-IiiiiikmI  mv  ngiininu  ..f  umm  i ,n.'l, 
OH|i('riiilly,  nf  Pri'siili'iil  l'ii.in>.  Tlml  In-  w.c.  ,,  p-m.il.  ....  ml 
ami  ngiwuliln  ninijiiiniim  i.»  ullii  nir.l  h>  nil  «|iu  »,•,«  (>'„lll|l„| 


with  him.  Tlmt  In*'  upuunu*  wnr  hmm  M\  ruiriUimM,  ami 
linn | \  Mi|i|iHih<il.  i •'  Minwu  l‘\  In**  inUmnntr  In  Umm  wiilumi 

rlmn^r*  m  nhmlnw  nf  tumuitf  In  Him  n*  I  In*  rniiipiirri 

fmniahlv  with  umii>  Irmlili^  mini  nf  hi**  i'»nl\.  wlm  Mill«'*l 
lln*ii'  (i|nintiih  In  umrl  Urn  rurn'iit*  nf  llmihi>.  Mr  hml  l»i*i*n 
n  ^riirml  nf  iliM  imi imi  in  Min  Mrxinm  Wiir  uinl  u  MuiuImt  nf 
Imlh  llli'  Sriiiiti'  illitl  Mlilinr  nf  lh«|irrm«iitiit  |Vi*i.  Ill*  W  il*  It 
Irtulinu  luw  wv  ill  III**  Mufr.  Ill*  inr-»**Htfri  In  I  ‘nii^ii1****,  rnmml* 
rrnl  in  II  llli’iai  V  \irw,  W  r  1  r  Ill'll*  Mill**  ]'ii("‘l  >.  I’li'Ul  I \  itllil 
sli.inplv  \  |«i  «■ •ill  il  w»»*»  In  -  piml  mmfni  I  him*  hi  Im  \  i*  In 
ijral  wtlh  a  rnntinin  \  Mull  lu<  *lul  Uni  rumiin-hiv.  Imt  In*  till! 
lml  luiuK  fmiu  Mm  tr  pmr  1MI1I  t  I  in  hi-lmi  nl  in  Mm  poim\ 

1 1 1  linn  mid  M  ill  mu  in  Mm  i<n  i  il..i  n  ,  uml  -  n  <tnl  mil  pirii'hl 
Mm  "  l"ininr  i  ulliaii nf  Ml  <>ni  i  ri iu^  i !m  him  uml  inline 

ill  nil'll  nlntlinil  111  l\um'U%  .’ii-M|lip  Up  il  i'Mj_*i|-.  hpl'l'l*  III**. 

mlnplnii*  Mm  law**  nf  Mm-mim  »n  Mm  lusv*nf  l\um>u-,uml  r>tuh 
i i  1 1 1 1 i>r  miM.i  -liiwnt  in  thill  fniiihm  1‘m hiimlrl\  a  umm 
iiuumruii',  .•Miinii-fiM.in  uml  mlrlli^iuil  pnptiliii  imi  imrmn.l  nil 
Him.  mill  lml,  nnl  <i|ily  In  llli*  r\r|n«imi  nf  t*lu\m\  hi  l\uu«;ir>, 
Imi  ul^i  In  iln  iil>nhtinii  fn  Mu*  luilm)  .Siuir** 

Willi  Mm  kimllv  hm^iapliv  nf  I*ii’**nl«*uf  Mmnm,  wrillm  hy 
hi  *  fi  ll'll*!,  NiiMiiiliml  UliW  Mini  im,  Imfni  *«  urn,  1  mil  iippli  i-iitlr 
hi-.  iil.i]|l\,  ilitrj’lliv  mill  ajrinr-iil.il'  ramm)  ipiullt  m  •»,  lllhl  nlll\ 
rrj*irl  Mml  In*  wu  *  I'm  uluiil  nt  lim  I  mini  Slain-,  al  u  finm 
wlmil  lim  >apui*ll\  nf  a  .InfTni  nil,  Mm  r|«ln|  iiilm'l  rmu.ipn  nf  u 
.lark  i in,  n)  flu-  -  in i-w i]im  uml  wi  >!*>iti  nf  u  l.imnhi,  wmr 
immlnl  In  lui't-l  tlm  'Httmuli  m  ■  uml  ilaupm  wlurlt  In*  liu»l  In 

flllM  111  Ml  <*»• 

Thnm  »  .  linf  nim  limiu  pni  <<iui)  uirl'lniil  of  Mu*  IMMi  l  ..11 

1  run*  f«»  umiihnu  .Mr  Hank  «lr  upuah*l  . . .  .  u  umm 

ln*r  nf  Mm  I’ninuiiHi’r  nu  fnruipu  uffun  *  Mi  \li'\itin!i*i  t  M 
I'l'limnpfnii.  in  rhiili  llliui  «'l  ilia!  mnnml  li  liamli-rl  urn  Mm 
V  nlililillinlH  papn»>  III  Irfnlnimi*  In  t)m  li*mh  Sp"Iialmii 
1'liilim*  Tlm\  rnimril  an  mini*-  lim*  f •«  i i*<«t  •  it  \ im  i  n  an  In 
I  i*l  \ ,  riiil'iarinp  a  I  SI  I  Ii.it  hnluni-u  I  r'.l.l  ami  (Mil,  m  which  iu-ic 
lUinhn!  uiifn  u  laiif  impnl  nil  inu  *  l>nMt  lit  1  uphili'l  itml  liam*’, 
uml  iiiiUap''  inuiuiltf*  *1  upnit  mu,  flan,  infaiii  pm  n  iiumnf  1*\ 

I  Im  p**\ *i  uimiil  >  nf  ]  hum'  *imll«i*.ii  lliiiaiii  1  luul  nil  Mm 


fi'i'tintfnf  imim-ut  i ipun-i  . l'"Ul  1 

sminhMn.lmw  Him  I'uitnl  Sml.-  ■  ml-  H*'-»  s‘  ■  ■‘r l| 

jimcl  ice  ii  pi  in  us  MHuriuiiii-  um)  «  mi*  i  ■  Hm»  »«..* 

sulmtil  In  fur  ii  iiiuiiiMiil  in  mu  d»i\ .  ^  ri,  ali>-i  u  Ml  -»Uvl  v  -'u' 

fnl  I'Xiuuimvtiuu  uf  uM  Him  m  Hu'ia  •.  I  Hu-i 

nullity  Mil  VNlird  thul  ilii's*  rluiiuaiif  *,  «  n  t-*1  -ud 

hn  fu  i In'll'  rluims  uj'uiuM  (hr  Tm-ih'Ii  r»u-n.i...  h».  U-.i-l 
liih'ly  no  fuiiinliilii'ii  fur  u  rluiiu  mj-miii-i  H»«  *  M-*-’ 

1  winln  nu  iuInpi-'P  ipp>ul.  Imt  ii  hu‘  1  bn  ■!*»• 

MuiumillMM.  Hills  fur  flip  pinmcul  uf  il»-  »■  «  «ti.-  |*i*- 

Hl'Illl'll  fl’iilll  lilllM  In  lillltv  ill  |H|ll  >Pli.tl..n  . 1 '■  » 

flivunilily  III  Hi*' Numlp  U  I'll)  fur  Him  l-'iip^  .•  S»*'m  Hu-  *  -m 
nnlliMMUi  fui'tM^n  ivlrtliuiiH.  Ii  \\iV'  uppu  « *1  U  I  lu>i 

mini  mtd  my-'i'lf  mill  upuiii  liml  h^mIp  l,»*  Hp-  1 1—'  *•! 

In1)*,  |SS‘J,  Hip  lull  wiisupuiii  piuvn-d,  ilir  .|.  l-.u*  w  ln»  1«  »s>:u«d 
cli'iu'ly  sluiw  iiiK  Hull  Him  I’uUp'I  Mai»'  »  pa*  ■  (,S  Hi*  <-  •  J.mm  .■ 
n^iiiusl.  I'l'inin*  lu  Him  um  v  »»f  \uu, 

TIip  wliuli*  i’ll**!*  h  Hii*«:  I'Miium  » -p|i»» ■■•»»  •  w»-i**  » •»**» 
mil  led  |i\  (In*  Kivni-li  pn\ ri  mupui  ami  l<i  Ihr  » a  1 1  »• «  a »  *.f 
I'YlllirP,  II j util  HlP  I’ili/PIM'  Ilf  III*'  I  lilN'd  Mu1r\  ps*-W"un  »*<  Hu* 

liM^iuniu^  uf  tin*  pvpa*nl  »‘putm\  Tim  ^u\n’utiu«-ui  *«1  iln- 

Huilpil  Slulis  iliil  all  it  multi  lu  ‘ppiiip  I'iium  nl  uiul 
sill  inn  lu  il.s  rili/PiiH  fur  Harm  dupit'diilum"  l  111-  I  i«*m  if  fut 
pnitiipiil  dpnii'd  Dip  vulidily  uf  Hip  rluiin'-,  liut.hnB|.\  •  «»*  il*i- 
nlliMV  limitl,  llinl  ihr  MuvMiiuuPld  uf  flm  l  ml»»l  Imd  \i»» 

lulcil  ilm  iiPiilipH  iiiiuIp  willi  if  uiuIpi  hh  iiiipIuiiii  •  «d  d 

olilipiil ion,  (liul  il?<  rili/Mir*  llmrpfuip  \vpu*  jm  U|ri-I  u<  *l»'i«p^ 
svliiil  llipy  hud  iIiiup  in  spi/iiii?  tipuu  \iiuiiomi  1  I "  "  lUid  it  ;«L 
illg  frnm  t  In  'in  ^nuils  ruffed  I'uitlriilmiid  nf  wnr,  m*d  tu  I'urnmii 
liii|{  Ilii'Hf  ili'|>ri'iliil  iim«.  Il  milfurnilt  j  Hi  1 1 1..  I  mitl  gii.un 
liiiui'tl  I  In1  ni'linii  nf  il  s  miin'n  in  ilmii)*  I  li>- -  llmv  In 


til lii'i-  wmi'iIh,  mu'  rliiiuiH  tti'ii'  ir|.ndmli-d  l.i  l  i.in, iln  it  j..is 
mntl  I't'iun  I'i'fliM'tl,  mill,  it- \vr  I'mtld  in>l  Ih.-n  j>.f.  in.  ni . 

ivi'  »i  in  |tl.v  nliniiilniii'il  I  In-in.  llir.iillv  Hi.--.  Ijm.-  l.-.u  >. 
fi'iTt'il  In  Hie  fim rl  nf  cluiiiiM,  \\ it Ittml  ii'nmd  l.i  «.J  inn> 

mill  IiH'kii  miiiiis  nf  iinmi'V  im-  mm  U'iiik  |.,nd  I.v  Iln-  I  mi>  d 
Slides  furlin'  ili'|iiedul  iuiis  nmiinil  >••>!  |.\  lli.>  ln-urli  i,.  ,<ii» 
mil'  Immli'i'il  yrms  iikii,  In  i|i"n'Miilniil  \  Iln.-.-  m-ii.-i.ilii.ii  • 


striking  evidence  ot  the  improvidence  ot  Congress  in  dealing 
with  antiquated  claims  against  the  government. 

The  first  year  of  Buchanan’s  administration,  1857,  will 
always  he  noted  as  one  of  great  political  excitement,  of  sudden 
changes  and  unexpected  results.  At  its  beginning  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party  was  in  complete  possession  of  all  branches  of  the 
government.  The  lfotiso  of  Representatives,  olocted  in  the  fall 
ot  185G,  had  a  strong  Democratic  majority.  Tho  Senate  was 
composed  of  37  Democrats,  20  Republicans  and  4  Americans. 
Tho  Supremo  Court  was  composed  of  5  Democrats  from  tho 
slave  states,  and  2  Democrats  and  2  Whigs  from  tho  free  states. 
Tho  cabinet  of  Buchanan  had  four  mombors  from  tho  southorn 
states  and  throe  from  the  northern.  Tho  south  had  full  con¬ 
trol  of  all  departments  of  tho  government,  with  tho  President 
in  hearty  sympathy  with  tho  policy  of  that  section.  Tho  con¬ 
dition  of  Kansas  alone  caused  it  trouble.  Tho  firm  and  impar¬ 
tial  course  of  Governor  Goary  had  imparted  coufidonco  and 
strength  to  tho  Free  State  citizens  of  that  territory,  who  woro 
now  in  an  unquestioned  majority  through  tho  largo  emigration 
from  the  north  during  tho  spring  of  1857.  Tho  doctrino  of 
popular  sovereignty  could  not,  thoroforo,  ho  relied  upon  to 
establish  slavery  in  Kansas,  and  it  was  abandoned.  Now  theo¬ 
ries  had  to  he  improvised  and  now  agencies  callod  into  action. 

T  was  present  when  the  oath  of  ollico  was  administered  to 
Mr.  Buchanan,  on  the  4th  of  March,  1857.  With  my  strung 
sympathy  for  the  Free  Stat.o  peoplo  of  Kansas,  I  lioped  and 
believed  that  lie  would  give  somo  assurance  that  tho  pledges 
mado  for  him  in  the  canvass  would  ho  carried  out,  hut  the 
statement  in  his  inaugural  address,  that  tho  difference  of  opin¬ 
ion  in  respect  to  tho  power  of  tho  peoplo  of  a  territory  Id 
decide  tho  question  of  slavery  for  themsolvos  would  ho  speedily 
and  finally  settled,  as  a  judicial  quostion,  by  tho  Supreme  Court 
of  tho  United  States,  in  a  easo  then  ponding  before  it,  naturally, 
excited  suspicion  and  distrust.  Tt  was  regarded  as  a  clningo  of 
position,  a  new  device  in  the  interest  of  slavery.  In  two  days 
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al'li'i'  Mm  iimiiK'MivI  ion,  Cliicf  •!  iiMirr  'I  atiri  t-i 1 1"’  “I'm 
ion  of  tin'  (Vuu't  in  l tii'  Miril  Si'iiII  i'.i  n  **'  Mu 

nl|l|.|IS  Ilf  1 H  'f'lCK'M  ill  till'  I  !  llil  l‘ll  Slllll"-.  II''  "ill'll 


“  Tins  Ijiii t,  fur  iiimm'  limn  ii  imiiIuiv  I'l  fi'M-i  •"  » 

tin  tii(t>rtur  nrilnr,  uml  iihii^i‘lln<r  imlii  l*»  mo* 
in  Hiciul  Ml-  trliiiii.i.-. ;  . I  hr  mf-ii...  ti,. 

wliicti  tin'  whili'  limn  «ui  limun I  1»»  ii  "j.i-*i,  nn-l  **’•*»  *!• 
uml  liiu  fnllv  I"'  imliifml  Influx  nr\  fm-  Im*  H* 


„l..|  HI  I-  ...fl  ..f 


i  l.vl  ....  ht* 

*■».,  y^ih 


lit1  mi  ill  natrons  “  worn  uol  iolnini»'d  |u  In'  iiiilmlril 
ill  Dm  wdi-iI  'rilizi'iw’  in  tin1  fousliluHnii,  iiml  Dirirlfi.to  ran 
rluiin  linin'  of  ( lin  l  11  ml  pri\ ili’gi1*  w  liii'li  tliut  m^f  i iiiihmiI 
providn.s  for  iiinl  Mi't'iin'H  In  i'f  tin*  1  nihil  Mnh  >/' 

uml  uuimimmi  us  I  In*  f>|<iiii«>li  of  I  In*  imnl  lliul  llm  Mi  "mi 
( 'ompromiso  nt’l  whs  iml  w k rni nt I« >  iln*  »*••!«  iitiihmi  .iml 
was  I  Imirforn  void. 

Thosa  ilcH'iurui  inns  worn  in  im  scmi*  «■  iui  •  •■.«»  v  h»ilm  *l>.i 
ni<  m  of  1 1  in  nisa  liufnrii  1 1  in  mini,  ir.  if  %\  ii.  In -1*1  Mini  i  *i<  1  -.H 

was  w  msiilnnl  of  Missouri  iuhI  suhp'»  I  .i  a  -l.i\n  *«•  fin-  l.iv.  h( 
l  Im (  si  III  (*, 

.Instiivs  iMrl.nim  ami  ( 'mti-*  di- •■•nh’d  <»"»m  Hi.-  •Ini-imml 
Ilia  rnmi,  uml  in  rluhnniln  opinions  mint*  d,  .■  I  Mouf*.  rx<  i  * 
pusiliini  of  ilint'hiaf  .lustim. 

TIiiih  tlm  Kansas  ipumlion  lirruino  h  j*mliiii  ,»l  '|iu  fiMi  m  Mm 
Sn] irt'niis  ('unit.  Al.  min*  tin*  south  irpihd  fin*  iltnimii-  »»f 
popular  MuviM'i'i^uly,  uml  danniiuli'il,  us  a  r 'uu^iiiiiiitnictl  n,*hi, 
llmfc  hIhv(»k  mnvt'd  iiitu  a  Unr'iton  ihiihi  U*  pmh .  h  d  hSL- 
prnpi'H.y,  whallior  tlm  pauplo  of  llm  Iwiinn  xw  h  nf  m  m.f 
This  was  Urn  Ilrsl  iinm  in  our  hiMoiv  \\ln*u  Hn  .it  fnhm*;d 
onf.orod  into  llm  pnlilinil  niriiii.  h*»  m Sums  i  n*  ..m  iv1*  d  Mm 
south,  hull  1 11(  M  i  1 1CIM  t  u  strong  foidliip  nf  m  ml  im-of  tu  Ihn 
unrili,  uml  widourd  tlm  hmunh  hnhvmii  Mm  uw<  yt., -Ai  t.iimim. 
of  Dm  (a.<m i it  ry, 

Ml*.  HurUuimn,  aarly  in  Ins  uiimiiii«UaM>*n„  S«*nn*l 
wary  io  iipjininl.  n  Ikivmior  uf  Kum»ii«.  Hi*  ^dm  t.-d  Ih.t^i!  .1 
Wulkov,  ut  ’Mississippi,  who  hud  hnM  Wa^lt  |«  >  -  in  ih*T 

nalimml  nnvi'riiini'nl,  linvin^  Ium'H  Sarn  iim,  ..1  il„-  |i,  „  ilt, 
iiml  Soimt.nv  of  llm  Unili'il  Sillies,  lie  ,|  |  ,|  |< 


Stanton,  of  Tennessee,  as  secretary  of  the  territory.  Mr. 
Stanton  had  long  been  a  Momberof  high  standing  of  the  House 
of  Representatives.  Roth  were  southern  men  and  both  wished 
to  see  Kansas  a  slave  state,  but  both  wore  honorable  men  who 
would  not  seek  to  gain  their  onds  by  dishonest  means.  After 
a  careful  estimate,  made  by  them,  it  was  believed  that  tlioro 
wore,  in  the  territory,  9,000  Free  State  Democrats,  8,000  Repub¬ 
licans,  0,000  pro-slavery  Democrats,  and  500  pro-slavery  Amor- 
icatas.  A  strong  effort  was  made  by  Governor  Walkor  to  in¬ 
duce  these  elements  to  join  in  a  movomont  for  a  convention  to 
frame  a  constitution,  with  a  view  to  admit,  Kansas  as  a  stato 
in  the  Union.  The  Freo  State  men,  while  anxious  for  such  a 
result,  wore  not  willing  to  trust  their  adversaries  witli  the  con¬ 
duct  of  such  an  election,  without  somo  safeguards  against  Iho 
repetition  of  the  frauds  and  violenco  of  previous  elections. 
The  result  was  that  only  2,200  persons  took  part  in  choosing 
delegates  to  what  booamo  the  notorious  Lecompton  convention. 

Both  before  and  aftor  this  so-called  oloetion  Govornor  Wal¬ 
ker  promised  that  the  constitution,  when  adopted,  should  bo 
submitted  to  a  voto  of  tho  people,  and  ho  addod  his  assurance 
that  tiro  President  of  the  United  States  would  insist  upon  this 
condition.  On  tho  12th  of  duly  Mr.  Buchanan  wrote  to  Gover¬ 
nor  Walkor: 

“On  ttio  <|iieslion  of  submitting  tlio  constitution  to  tho  bnn<t  fufo  resident 
so  III  oi'S  of  Kansas,  I  mu  willing  to  stand  or  fall.  In  sustaining  such  a  prin¬ 
ciple  wo  cannot  fail.  It  is  tho  principle  of  tho  Kansas-Nebi-aska  bill,  llm 
principle  of  popular  sovereignly,  and  tho  principle  at  tho  foundation  of  all 
popular  government.  Tho  mom  it  is  discussed,  tho  slumber  il  will  bcenmo. 
Should  tho  convcmtion  of  Kansas  adopt  this  principle,  all  will  he  settled 
harmoniously.” 

This  promise  was  soon  after  violated,  and  (.ho  President, 
declared  in  an  open  letter: 

“At  tho  lime  of  the  passage  of  the  Kansns-Nebraskn  net  slavery  existed, 
and  still  exists,  in  Kansas,  under  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 
This  point  has  nl  lust  boon  finally  deoidud  by  tho  highest  tribunal  known  to 
our  laws.  Iiow  it.  could  over  have  boon  seriously  doubted  is  a  mystery.” 

It  was  known  that  tho  delegates  eloeted  would  adopt  a  pro¬ 
slavery  constitution  and  ask  for  admission  to  tho  Union.  It 
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MS 

whs  t'lpinlly  well  ]i n< iU  I ■  t Iml  mm  sin'll  rmi'lil  ill  inn  nmiM  lm 
iiiluplml  hy  Mu'  jii'cifili'  uf  liiiiisns.  1  1 1 1 1 1 * r  Ihrm  ninim  -l.im-r--, 
Min  IVsiili'iil,  pn-ssi'il  hy  his  fiiliiiii-t ,  firl.li'il  In  Ihi-  ilriii.tii'h, 
llf  Mil'  Slilllll,  vinlllli'il  llis  pll’ilprs,  mill  sllppl'llml  Ihr  i  nlnrll 
linn  in  Mir  I'xlri'iiu'  iiii'iisiurs  u i It >| il t-i I  In  il. 

In  Mir  ini'u nl iiiii*  Mir  l''iri'  Slnlr  pin i \  in  l\mr,ti,.  rump,,  .-.l 
uf  lii'iirly  < 'i | in 1 1  i ' in ( n n  l  1 1 ii r-  nf  S i . ■  1 1 u I ■! l i'.i 1 1-.  nml  tii'iuui'i.it>>, 
whs  |n'isiiiiili'il  hy  li'iivi'riinr  WulkiT  In  liilm  pm  I  in  Mm  irpuliir 
I'li’i-I inn  fnr  Min  li'i'iilnriiil  li'pislnlmi'.  Tim  rm»nlf  inn,  ihr 
l-’ri'i'  Sliilc  pur  I  y  nlri'li'il  niim  nf  llm  I  liiili'nn  I'uunriliiirii,  nml 
l.wi'iily-fnin'  nf  llm  lliiiiy-niim  ri'pivstMiltilivi'*.  This  sliiuilil 
Imvt'  snl Ill'll  llm  K minus  I'unl rnvi'iny,  nml  il  wuiilil  lunr  ilium 
sn  mi  llm  print'iplt'  nf  pnpuliir  sm I'li'ipnl \ ,  1  ml  n  Ini'wlii 
nnislilni'imy  in  llii'smilli  ili'iniinili'il  Mini  llm  ilmlmm  "f  ilm 
Mil'll  Si’iill  1'IISI' sllnlllil  In'  llppliril  In  mill  I'lifnii  nl,  in  if  null  in 

lillllsiis,  hill  ill  nil  Mm  si  Him.  Iln . f.ulh  llm  l.i  rnni|.i..n  • .  m 

ul  il  111  iull  II 1 1  In  I  I . .  iml  m.  Il  Inrnl  ipm  linn,  hill  :  It 

llllMuiuil  mm.  The  iinprr.il  iw  i-,.im.  ii  ,  pifhilt  l.il.  .1  In  l.iu 
ruin,  whs,  nil  m 1 1 1 \ i >  nr  nil  fivr  -.1  nl »-■>  Tim  h.ilil.-  u„  ■  i..  . 
IIII'III'I'  in  luinsiri,  Iml  win.  In  hrrniim  ii.ilinnal  m  u  ...g... 

Tim  I'nnsl  il  nl  iuniil  in  i  n  \  in  1 1  h  i  n  nml  nn  llm  I'.llhnf  li,  i.,|,,  | 

|Mn7,  williin  Iwn  wi'i'ks  nflrr  ||m  rhrliuii  nf  llm  h,'i  . , 

hill,  in  ils  iml  inn  lilllr  illliwr.l  wm<  luln'ii,  it  ipimum  Is-mp  p,,.. 
Sl'I'VI'll  willl  llillh'lllly.  Il  tulnplnl  II  pin  s|.t\  in  I  im,  III.. (.nil, 

whii'li,  il  WHS  W'nll  luiinvu,  if  siil.niillril  In  Mm  | . p|r,  n»nM  I... 

nijni'li'il  hy  nn  nun  wlmlmiun  limjiti  il  \ .  mi'l  it  m.l  "i,|.imii,  .| 
Wnlllll  he  ri'sisf  I'll,  if  lll'l'l'tsliry,  In  n|i|.||  (nr.'i,  Tim  IV  ~1,|,  1,1. 

Ihivi'i'linr  W'lilhi'i',  mill  nil  purlins,  hml  ptnnii-'  .l  Mini  . . . 

slilnlinn,  wlmn  friinmil,  wnnhl  Im  mil, null. si  I..  ,t  |„,p„i.lI 
Ilnw  mil  In  iln  il,  nml  Vrl  iippnir  In  ilu  il,  „  pi. 
wui'lliy  nf  n  KI'I'K  "f  sw  imllrr .,  nml  yl  llm  I,-,!, up  ,, 

slriuiK  ill  Hi|iuinii.lnilinii  riirlr<,  llml  Mm  plan  .l.n  i 
Hivi'U  wus  I'tii'iliitl )y  iippiinnl  hy  Mm  rahim’l  nml 
hy  llm  I'l'i'siiliml. 

'Vim  1'iiiislillllinii  mlupli'il  hy  Iln . .  pi,u,.|,  ,|  -"|  |„. 

riphl.  nf  pnigii'i-ly  is  hi'fun.  nml  hiplmr  I  him  inn  . . 

smii'liuii,  mill  llm  ripflil  nf  Mm  inwmmf  u  *,hiti'i.,  |,  ...p,,,, 
anil  ils  iiiiTi'iisi*  is  Mli'smim  uinl  w  nn  ml, .hi,-  «s  Mn-  ,,pl.l  ..I 
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f.lio  owner  o£  any  property  whatever.”  Another  provision  ot 
tho  constitution  was  that  it  could  not  be  amended  until  after 
the  year  1 8(54,  and  even  then  no  alteration  should  “ho  made  to 
alfoet  tho  rights  of  property  in  the  ownership  of  slaves.” 

Tho  election  was  to  bo  held  on  December  21,  1857.  The 
people  might  vote  for  tho  “constitution  with  slavery”  or  the 
“constitution  with  no  slavery.”  In  either  event,  by  tho  ex¬ 
press  terms  of  the  constitution,  slavory  was  established  for  a 
time  in  Kansas  and  the  doctrino  of  the  Drcd  Scott,  ease  was  to 
be  embodied  in  our  laws.  No  opportunity  was  offered  to  the 
poople  to  vole  against  tho  constitution. 

It  is  difficult  to  characterize  in  proper  terms  the  infamy  of 
these  proceedings.  Tho  Kroe  State  party  would  take  no  part 
in  tho  proposed  election  on  December  21,  and  it  resulted,  for 
tho  constitution  with  slavory,  0,220  votes,  of  which  2,720  were 
proven  to  be  fraudulent;  for  tho  constitution  without  slavery, 
589.  Governor  Walker  promptly  denounced  the  outrage.  He 
said:  “1  consider  such  a  submission  of  .the  question  a  vile 
fraud,  a  base  counterfeit,  and  a  wretched  dovice  to  provont  the 
people  voting  oven  on  tho  slavery  qnostion.”  “I  will  not  sup¬ 
port  it,”  he  continued,  “but  I  will  donounco  it,  no  matter 
whether  the  administration  sustains  it  or  not.” 

Mr.  Buchanan  supported  the  schomo  after  tho  constitution 
luid  boon  adopted  by  tho  convention.  The  oleolions  in  tlio  fall 
preceding  woro  favorable  to  tho  Democrats,  and  Mi'.  Buchanan 
was  naturally  encouraged  to  hope  that  his  party  had  regained 
popular  ascendancy,  but  the  Leconipton  jugglo  created  a  pro¬ 
found  impression  in  tho  north,  and  divided  tho  Democratic 
party  to  a  greater  oxtont  than  did  tho  Kansas-Nebraska  hill, 
ospocially  in  the  northwest  and  in  Ohio,  whore  the  feeling  of 
resentment  was  almost  universal.  Mr.  Douglas,  tho  great 
leader  for  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise,  took  imme¬ 
diate  ground  against  tho  pro-slnvory  plan,  and  protested  to 
tho  Presidont  against  it.  An  open  broach  occurred  botweou 
thorn. 

Whon  Congress  assembled,  the  Lecompton  scheme  bocame 
the  supromo  subject,  for  debate.  Mr.  Douglas  assumed  at  once 
tho  leadership  of  tho  opposition  to  that  measure.  He  said:  “Up 


to  tlio  time  of  mooting  of  the  convention,  in  October  last,  the 
pretense.  was  kept,  up,  the  profession  was  openly  made,  and  be¬ 
hoved  by  mo,  and  T  thought  believed  by  them,  that  the  conven¬ 
tion  intended  to  submit  a  constitution  to  the  people,  and  not  to 
attempt  to  put  a  government  iulo  operation  without  such  a  sub¬ 
mission.”  Hut  instead  of  that,  “All  men  must  vote  for  the 
eouslil  ution,  whether  they  like  it  or  not,  in  ordor  to  bo  permit¬ 
ted  to  vole  for  or  against  slavory.”  Again  ho  said:  “1  have  asked 
a  very  large  number  of  tlio  gontloinon  who  framed  the  constitu¬ 
tion,  cpiitn  a  number  of  dologatos,  and  still  a  larger  number 
of  persons  who  are  their  friends,  and  I  have  recoived  the 
same  answor  from  every  ono  of  them.  .  .  .  They  say  if  they 
allowed  a  liogntivo  voto  the  constitution  would  have  been 
voted  down  hy  an  overwhelming  majority,  and  lionco  tlio  fel¬ 
lows  shall  not  bo  allowed  to  vote  at  all.”  Ho  denounced  it  as 
"a  lrir.lt,  a  fraud  upon  the  rights  of  the  people.” 

(lovornor  Walker  declared:  “1  stafo  it  as  a  fact,  based  on  a 
long  and  intimate  association  with  tlio  pooplo  of  Kansas,  that 
an  overwhelming  majority  of  flint  people  are  opposed”  to  t.ho 
Uioompl.nn  constitution,  “and  my  lei, tors  state  Unit  but  ono  out 
of  twenty  of  llm  press  of  Kansas  sustains  it.  .  .  .  Any  at¬ 

tempt  by  Oougress  to  force  this  constitution  npon  the  pooplo  of 
Kansas  will  be  an  olTort  to  substitute  the  will  of  a  small  minor¬ 
ity  for  Unit  of  an  overwhelming  majority  of  tlio  people.” 

On  the  ifHIh  of  .Ion miry,  INliH,  during  tlio  dobate  on  the 
Lo.cmnptnn  constitution,  t  made  an  elaborate  speech,  entering 
fully  into  Ibo  history  of  that  constitution  and  the  events  that 
preceded  it,  and  closed  as  follows  : 

“In  eniirlusiun,  u  1  low  mu  tn  impress  (lie  smith  with  two  i 1 1 1 1 ioi-I n nl. 
wimiingH  she  lias  roeeived  in  her  struggle  for  Kimsiis.  Oim  is,  1  lull  though 
Imr  tilth.  1111(1  (Usuipliuiiil  leaders  on  this  lluor,  nich-il  liy  exeoutivn  patronage, 
limy  giro  her  (lie  power  to  overthrow  lngishilivn  roiupnets,  yol,  while  llm 
sliudy  integrity  Ilf  llm  nnrllmni  musses  stands  in  her  way,  she  eun  gain  mi 

prneiieul  advantage  hy  Imr  well-lnid  sell . .  The  ollmr  is,  that  while  sho 

may  indulge  with  impimily  llte.  spirit  oE  (lUilmslerisul,  or  lawless  atid  violent 
adventure,  upon  a  feeble  and  dislmolod  people  ill  Mexico  and  Central 
Ameriea,  she  litusl  mil  eolmi  in  ecmtael  witii  tlial  cool,  determined  ecmrngo 
and  resiilulinn  which  furniB  llm  sinking  clminoterisno  of  the  Anglo-Saxon 
l-tion.  In  sneli  a  eonlest,  her  lmsty  and  impetuous  violence  may  sueoood  for 
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it  1 1 1 n •*.  1  *i 1 1  lli>'  tirhirv  will  I..-  '•In'll  Ini-.l  it io I  ttuiiMi-nl.  ii i it  1  (in vc  lO'iluiii' 

I  HU  liillri  io  ■'< «  1  M'lii  iii  t .  I  il  in  h"1  w .u  «  ill  i  i ->ii  Ii  i’Uiit  ;  loll,  w  uli  ill"  pi.i-.ji 

i.f  foil. m  hln|i  mill  fi  ■<  in  1. 1  ■  1 1  • .  r.'if.n.liiif*  (In*  {till  i-mli  ulli.-i’-t  1 1  j  *  1 1 !  -* ,  uioi 

k  111'  I  ..nil  nllii-l'-'  f.lllll-.,  lit  l|i  ('ii  liiiiol  Hi  |i  it  in  I  ill  iinilllilj;  1"  "ti-n  |  ii  if 

li"M  I.r  iHir  {•■  "fill-  lli"it  i - ■  iiitl 1 1 H I ti ■  ihi I  Ill'll*  '." 

I  nun  n-'Ui'll  lii'ii'  In ii-ll\  fnlluw  I lm  pi(ij»r*,*‘*  mill  I'ud  uf 
tin*  Iv.uiKis  mnl v«»\ I'V.-'V .  Mr.  Sluuluii,  Hip  urliiij,'  ^uvi'iimr  tti 

Hip  aliH'iirp  uf  HuM'innr  Walkrr,  mnwnml  mi  p\lni  »if 

Him  Ipnihiii;*!  Ippi-.litl nn*.  in  wlurli  Hip  I-’ipp  SIuIp  mipii  Inul  h 

llliljmil  \  .  Tlir  Srj'l  till  till'  |  it » *\  ii  iff  I  fu|'  it  1 1  pIim'I  pin  In  lip  Ill'll) 
Jiimi.n  v  I.  I ‘'  i*’,  a!  \\  lilt'll  it  Liir  \ulr  mit’lil  ln<  I.iI.pii  mi  Hip 
run  1 1 1  ii  I  imi  \l  Hiii  p|pilp<ii  tin-  nhIp  .IihhI;  I'm'  Hip  rmi 

n  1 1 1  nl  i  •  1 1 1  willi  l»i  \  i’M  ,  HIV  fui  lln«  rmi. i  il  ui  inn  willimil  i,t\ 
pi  \ ,  ;!  1 ,  up.iiii  I  liir  run-. I  il  til  inn, 

N  ul  \V  |l  III  Uliillliv'  I  III  -  tli'il  >ltP  p\  |i|p||t‘i«  nf  1  lip  o|i|iu  >||  |  u||  In 
Him  i,pmiii|'liiii  mil  4  If  Uf  lull  I  *\  Hip  ppnplu  nf  hail  -ii',  Mr.  111! 
rll.tliiin  "Pill  it  rnji\  nf  il  lu  rimt-Mr*.'.,  uinl.  irmiiiuiPli'llMK  flip 
iitllni  .  'iuii  nf  |\ uipiii**  untlrr t hat  uipuiiir  tirl,  *uit|  : 

"  |l  ini':  I -V. . f n , u ( \  n-l jU'l^.'l,  In  lli"  5nrl.nl  jioft.ml  Inlmiint  luomii 

In  iHir  lawn,  lltul  I'ldt  ri  i  "vnto  in  kali  mi':  in  iirlnp  nf  lit"  iniinlitiiliiiii  i«f  tin* 
f  Hilt'll  Mal"n  knil"-ii  in  llo-refi't"  ill  line  lili'Mi'  lil  an  mill  fl  a  nlut"  Mi 

1  fi-Mfpia  nr  >..11111  I  .1 1 > '!■  im 

Ihttiit)'  llip  mnliuM'i  w  i i »*it  I »rn\ p1‘.  a  rnirn'ruiU\ p  Upih»u 
I-I.ll ,  U  Il.tl  i\  P  uf  \  111'  lit  lit,  IniiL'  >t  ir  >li{mil  uf  1  III  III  itiul  it  li'plr 
M'lil.tlm*  Ii.. in  l.i  i  l  f  i  a  1 1  m  in  I  tip  II  II  It  I'uurir  *,  w  u  s  it{i(ininlpi( 
t  iiiM'l  itnl  uf  kail  .1  III  j>i  PI  )| -IP  .  m  full  i  nf  In  >  UW  II  pull  \  , 
Upt'ili'I,  1 1  i  1 1  i  I  i  i  i  1 1 ,  \\  ,llk«  l  itlfil  .'il  .Uif  "U,  hill)  liPi'li  I’lllh’l'  IP 

Hint  nl  Ul  miu|M'lli  il  III  iP  lpll.  PlP|  \  Mill’  li'fll  *lllp  In  PM'PHI*' 
Hu- p\f  i.’iiip  pm  Mumh  puhr\  nf  flip  I  '|  '•  I.l.nf  Ih'ifTmt:  tu 
wrnip  jn  -lirr  tti  slm  nf i/i-si  uf  luniMi.')  uniiM  m  nil  piuli.tliil 
il\  limp  Ini  !u  ltri  iPiiimul,  I >ii t  flm  iu.upIi  uf  cu'iit  *  nillulirw 
Hip  tpip^hiiit  mmltpil  f  i  mu  I  lit*  ppnplf  Iv.iu  -u  .  In  flm  )m  1 1 

uf  I'nilpl .  ’I  lip  pulli't  nf  flip  u.liiillil  ll'thuli  Wit  -  iluviifp  Ii 

Wnlj/p  ml"  Hip  IVinmivilir  pkul\  Tim  kill  fm  flu*  u«lmi  .|nn 
uf  K.UI.I  IIII'I'I  lip-  I  in  |  •(  •  <1 1  mn  5  if  ill  inti  p.i.i-il  f  I|P  hi'iiiilp 
li\  it  v ui p  uf  ;|;|  vr.i  In  .!n  nu\  f.mi  iiuiitipm  I ipiuunuf-t  mnl 
I  . . .  II  \  IIP  !  H  UH  •  Mil  IMJ,'  W  ll  1|  1 1»P  I i «  - 1 •  M I • )  1 1  <  1  i l  '  ll^itlll  'l  if . 
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Iu  the  House  ot  Representatives,  composed  of  128  Demo¬ 
crats,  92  Republicans  aud  14  Americans,  the  bill  was  defeated 
by  the  adoption  of  an  amendment  which  provided  that  the 
Locomptou  constitution  should  bo  submitted  to  a  vote  of  the 
peoplo  of  Kansas,  but  this  amendment  was  disagreed  to  by  tho 
Senate,  and  tho  disagreement  was  referred  to  a  committee  of 
conference.  The  result  was  the  adoption  of  a  substitute, 
known  as  the  English  bill.  This  bill,  though  faulty,  and  parti¬ 
san,  provided  for  tho  admission  of  Kansas  under  the  Lccomp- 
ton  constitution,  but  provided  also  for  a  submission  of  tho 
English  bill  to  a  vote  of  the  people  of  Kansas.  On  the  2nd  of 
August  a  vote  was  takon  in  Kansas,  and  11,300,  out  of  a  total 
vote  of  13,088,  wore  cast  against  the  English  proposition.  Thus 
the  Lecompton  constitution  and  the  English  bill  were  defeated, 
the  exclusion  of  slavery  made  absolute,  and  the  State  of  Kan¬ 
sas  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  free  state,  under  a  constitu¬ 
tion  approved  by  tho  people,  but  not  until  January  21),  1861. 

This  memorable  result  was  the  turning  point  of  tho  slavery 
controversy.  The  people  of  the  south  hastened  preparations 
for  a  dissolution  of  the  Union  and  a  civil  war.  Thu  Confed¬ 
erate  congress,  meeting  four  days  later,  on  February  9,  elected 
Jefforson  Davis  as  its  president,  he  having  resigned  as  United 
States  Senator,  January  21,  18CJ,  oight  clays  before  Kansas 
was  admitted  to  tho  Union. 

I  liavo  given  much  spaco  to  this  Kansas  controversy,  for 
1  wish  to  impress  upon  the  readers  of  this  volume  that  the  war 
was  not  caused  by  agitation  for  tho  abolition  of  slavery,  but  by 
aggressive  measures  for  the  extension  of  slavery  over  freo 
territory.  A  large  and  influential  class  of  southorn  mon  were 
born  politicians,  and  were  mainly  slaveholders.  They  had, 
from  tho  beginning  of  tho  government,  a  large  inflnonco,  and 
held  more  public  offices  of  chief  importanco  than  their  north¬ 
ern  associates.  They  were  constantly  complaining  of  opinions 
expressed  by  a  comparatively  few  Abolitionists  against,  slavery, 
while  the  great  body  of  the  north  were  eit.hor  indifferent  to  or 
sympathized  with  thorn  in  tlieir  opposition  to  tho  Abolitionists. 


('IIAITKH  VII. 


liKi'IIU.Kl’TIMNM  UK  'I'll K  KlNANl'IAl,  I'aNIH  (IK  1  N^i". 

1 1 1  1  ;ir.i  I  '>n  I  In-  Hi  ah-  lliiiikw  My  Malil'-n  S|  if*  -«*Ji  in  I'uuki'imm  nti  Nu  1 1«  •mil  liimiiim 
\|>|>m|ii|i  <1  a  Mi  mix  i'  mI  I  Ik-  hi  ini  l  In-  mi  Na\  nl  \  flail*  lli  w«l  Hu* 

N'uv  s  l’-  l'iii  I iii-  iil  mi-1  |l  i  11-  ■nil--  I  ni' I  'm  m|h* ml li  Mi r-  Hliiiinuu 
Wi-  \  i  "il  |li  ,n  I. Iinii'"  Hi  i-U--'.  Mini"  l  ai i imii -i  |>\  Sir  Wall*  r  S>  "I  t 
1 1  •  1 1 > i ••  1  ui"l  lli--  ln->li  I  I'm  u  Sl  'il  (•■  I’m  Wiiiik  ut  mi-1 
lll'l-im  U-  a|\  \-lli'l" 'bill  N-.lil-l"  Pill"'  ill  Pill  I  •  i 
Si-  »..|  mill  .  n  il-"  Siimii.  .  Tim  lltilll" 
ll.l.l  Mu- nti  II-  I  m  a  Hm.ik- 

I\  I  III'  MIlUMH'r  Ilf  |HT»7  i  Ill’ll'  IIITIIiTiMl  Hill*  Ilf  ihll'.P  |U‘pil»ll 
ifstl  n-\ iil-iuiii  s\  It  it'll  M’i'iii  In  fillin'  afli'i'ii  Iftni  uf  njipiir 
mil.  |n iiM|u*i il y.  Hu  Hu*  iMlh  uf  Ah^iimI  Him  Dliiu  Ufa 
1  itMiruiirH  tV  Tnpil  t *« mu] nniy  fnili'il.  Tliul  Nin^lp  m\ mil ,  in 

ilsnlf  uni  ill  ]m  ii*l  lilt  I ,  iitiiii'iilnil  un  nuitnill  liv  rniiililinii  nf  Inula, 
niilMMil  l>y  I'lM’klpKM  h[»ppiiliil  inn.  hitfll  jH'in-ri,  I  lie  rnnxl  lnrl  imi  nf 
rail rctiiflN  in  ittlvnnn*  nf  I  hair  naail,  it  ^mil  ium'itsa  of  iiuimrls, 
mill  I  In*  MM’pHbivi*  i|av  alt  i]  miaul  uf  pH  ins  mnl  Invvn*.  All  cipilil.s 
vvmpm  m \ ] isi inh'il .  Tin*  iuiiuatliula  imniiIIm  nf  Ilia  |inuia  warn  Ilia 
Ml  .Jirtltuii  nf  rivtliN,  Him  t  li  111  i  11  111  i«  ill  nf  illl  jiui  l  ><,  ||im  tail  urn  uf 
liiink'i,  uihI  Him  (•iMiiM'til  ni1  purl  ml  -.ip-jiiHibinu  nr  las-iunint'  uf  nil 
i  in  I  ii  .1 1  iu  -  Tin*  imvmiiium  uf  Him  ^n\ mi  iihimnI  wara  ^rnully 
ilnuini  •IimiI. 

till  Him  |mI  uf  .1  nl \ ,  |Vi7,  Him  huiaut'M  ill  Him  livuMiry  vsus 
$1  7,7llUMM1.  Un  Him  IM  nf  July,  Dim  linlmii'M  wan  railuaail 
In  f li.M'.IH.lKH),  itinf  Him  yum*  jiiMruilinu:,  Hn*  1‘mIImiI  NIuIms 

linrrnuMil  $|li,lHHl,iHHl,  Un  Him  IsI  uf  .Inly,  1S.V.I,  Him  ?hii-|i1uh 
\min  ImiIiipmiI  In  $ i H H ir  ami  tlmiup  Un*  yaur  jipTMiiinp  Him 
I'liilMiI  SIuImh  Imiitiu mi|  $'.!H,77 1.IHMI.  This  mmIiImii  rliuiipM  in 
Him  Ihutiicial  rniiililinii  uf  Hu*  liMU-Mirv  \\ir>  an  imlii  al inn  uf  a 
1  i k m  ur  p'lMiili-rrlmny'M  in  Him  ruinliliuu  uf  m\m1'v  jM-i  am  miij'u^miI 
in  iM'iuhirf  i \  m  nnlti  -l  rii-'i 

TIim  ]«.inir  MsjiMrially  hITmpImiI  Hit'  nIuIm  1  hi  ii  k  n.  TIimhm  hanks 
vvmpm  mif Itui i/Mil  h\  Him  lahM  uf  Him  smvmiuI  MuIm-i  In  i-Min  imiImk 
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as  money  payable  on  demand,  with  no  common  system  or 
methods  o£  redemption,  and  varying  in  value  according  to  the 
solvency  ol  the  banks  issuing  them.  The  banks  in  a  few  of 
the  states  maintained  their  notes  at  par,  or  at  a  small  discount, 
but  tho  great,  body  of  the  notes  conld  circulate  only  in  the 
states  where  issued,  and  then  only  bocause  their  people  could 
got  no  other  money  in  exchange  for  their  products.  The 
necessities  created  by  tho  Civil  War  compelled  the  United 
States  to  borrow  large  Bums,  and  to  aid  in  this  a  national  cur¬ 
rency  was  provided,  concerning  which  a  statement  of  the 
measures  adopted  will  be  made  hereafter.  It  is  sufficient  here 
to  state  that  the  national  currency  adopted  proved  one  of  tho 
most  benoficial  results  of  tho  war. 

The  financial  stringency  of  1857  led  to  a  careful  scrutiny  of 
appropriations  for  tho  support  of  tho  government. 

On  tho  27th  of  May,  1858,  I  expressed  my  views  in  respect 
to  tho  expenditures  of  the  United  States.  This  speech  was  the 
first  effort  I  made  in  Congress  to  deal  with  tho  finances  of  tho 
national  government.  In  tho  previous  Congresses  I  had  de¬ 
voted  my  time  to  the  struggle  in  Kansas.  At  the  meeting  of 
fclio  35th  Congress,  I  naturally  turned  to  tho  condition  of  our 
finances,  then  the  paramount  subject  of  interest  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  and,  especially  in  Ohio,  devoting  most,  of  my  time  to  a 
careful  study  thereof.  Tho  speech  referred  to  on  national 
finances  was  the  result  of  much  labor,  and  I  believe  it  will 
boar  favorablo  scrutiny  even  at  this  late  day.  It  certainly 
attracted  tho  attention  of  my  colleagues,  and  no  doubt  led  to 
my  transfer,  at  the  noxt  Congress,  to  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means. 

In  this  speocli  I  stated  fully  the  increase  of  expenditures 
and  the  diminution  of  the  revonues,  and  the  then  condition  of 
the  treasury.  I  quote  as  follows: 

“And  yot,  air,  for  this  alarming  condition  of  tho  pnblio  finances,  tho  ad- 
ministration  has  no  measures  of  rolief  oxcopt  loan  bills  and  papor  money  in 
llio  form  of  treasury  notes.  No  provision  is  mado  for  their  payment;  no 
measure  of  retrenchment  ancl  reform  ;  but  these  accumulated  difficulties  are 
thrust  upon  tho  future,  with  the  improvidence  of  a  young  spendthrift. 
While  tho  secretary  is  waiting  to  foresee  contingencies,  we  are  prevented 


OK  .11)11  N 


|mrl>  mnjitritv  frum  inniilulmi' 


I  fill'll  llin  uhiiHi's  mill  ii*»iirpHlii»UM  nf  Eli*1  nvrriili\iMli«|iiirl- 
nifiilM  iu  ilivorliiiK  .^i n*ci lit*,  H[i|iri»priiiliniiN  in  purpiws  iml  au- 
lluin/.iul  bylaw.  I  wiid:  “Tim  f  ln»oi*y  nf  mil*  t*i  uiurul.  is, 
Mini,  it  Hi*  sum  slinll  l»o  np|>rc»|»i'iiili«i|  by  it  /uir  mi^iiml  ii)K 
in  Ibis  llniiso,  fur  it  npi'Hlli*  purpiiM',  uml  williiu  a  jjiviui  llsrul 
yt'ur.  H.  is  llu*  iluly  uf  Him  i« v»«cnl i\ i*  In  iim»  Hml  Mini,  mid  mi 
ninn\  {"-iKM’iully  fur  II ml  |nn j.n  i*.  uml  im  ullii’i',  uml  u  il  bin  I  lie 
limn  |i  MM  L’1 

I  |  ii  >  i  1 1 1  im  t  util  niM"'  1  u  *  1 1  •  llif  ili’i'.itl  muni.  a.  mmt'il  (bit 

juiU  t'l  In  llilll  <ft'l'  m|M  iill  iti|i-t  Him  It  ■  fm  niii'  )Hii  |itt  n,  |  ii  til  lit*  i 


ill  in  f  tlfji.ii  1  umiils  uu  >  nit'  Imbil  nf  nmluiif:  I’uiil  titi  l  t  hi  ili I 

\  it  iit'ii  uf  u{t(ilii|itiulinlm<  1 1 1 1  (>,  uillmtil  law,  ronipflljttf'  I'nh 

I « i  Miiutinu  1  hi’ iu  nrvinliili'  lh»»  publir  failb.  All  Him  < 
lm\f  siiu-n  |iim*ii  ii'ini'ilirit  l»y  n  ^hirlivt*  li’i*i'iluli»i!L  Tb 
liilltil  uf  I  In*  »Sn  imln  In  buul  iluu  it  ii ] i f ut 1 1 n  ml  jtm  billn  \\  il  Ii  uim-itil 
infill*  iilmmly  ri'fiiHi'il  by  i Im  llousf  uf  10' | m t*^c<uE u E i\m,  tun 
E Inm  iitM'tl  llial,  if  uni  ui'iffil  In,  lln«  bill  vnuiM  full,  win  mm 
ftrijtifnl  lilt'll  limit  ittiW,  lull.  llUilt‘1'  Mu'  [Hurlin'  m.\v  r.l;ib 
It-'hi'il  im  Iiliiiuniuii'lll  liltiilly  liintj-lrnl  In  byi'iliitM’  limit'  i 
iihiiinlf  Hit'll . 

An  ilbnli.tlinii  nf  Him  fninti  i  pi,irlirn  in  Him  Si-imIm  m 
niitnl  in  Him  Mlilb  I'niuui*  >,  wIumi  I  >s  »i  .  i‘liiiirmnn  uf  Hu-  rum 


$olHl,l*H1  null  fm  llif  mti  > 
rllillll'  ilun  Kill)  Nl'W  I  ll  if, Ml 

utfri*i'i]  Hi  iiu*l  i fft'i i fil  Inn  m 
St'imlm*  M’mmiiiI'h  \\im  u  mmii 


fii'M  ii^wiil,  mu)  Him  lull  j  *.i  ►  ml  v.tfltMiii  un>  mini 
l ‘liiul.-Muti  uf  Ni-iv  Oilftui^.  Ku'ii  nnw  Hit'  ului-f  1  i 


I j Kriii  i.ki  timns 


i:.f. 

wmiplimos  tuMMiix.  ImiI  I  In*  gnuml  mb*  unit  innWin' is  In  i*v« 
t’liulo  uny  ilt'in  of  im  »i|i|nnjinuiinn  I *i  11  mil  fivnlj  ugivrtl  In 
by  lmlh  ] I  mines. 

il.  \\i\H  generally  ngreeil  I  lint  I  In*  \  lew*  pvjucmm*i|  l.\  . . . 

I lu»  ’J7I Ii  uf  Mu_v  Miitinl  lit  1'itni'lj-lf,  lull  llteslrmig  j«,uii 
win  feeling  llutl  nm  llinmgh  llie  sjM-eeli  weakem-tl  ilw  rITcrL  I 
insert.  Hip  lush  Iwn  jiahigmiilm 

••llul.Nir.  1  luni*  im  IimJ'i*,  wink*  linn  ll“U^i  Jr»  i  un  it  in  umv, 

nl  iinUilutiug  why  rmlii'ttl  n*fomi.  1  Imlen**  tlmt  Hu*  ».f  |{*.j,nu>., mi¬ 

ni  iv  oh  pIiihiM  h»  in  M|i|»unitiMii  Ui  tin'  l‘romh*i»t.  Wi-  kn**w  tin*  iutiiimlo 
ri'livliuhH  nuulo  by  |»nrl v  li'*«  wud  Jwrlv  Wo  km*w  ifial  wilii  n 

|mtiv  UniiHc1,  n  itmi»i>  n  iiinjurilv  **f  tvh«**<*  Mimib<*ro  nn*  frum<l»  i»f  t £■>«  J'rrn 
ilniil.  Il  in  ini|>op««iiiii*  In  bring  nlttml  h  n*f«*nii.  Ii  i*  oiiis  In  «  Hrm,  «hli*, 
mu)  ib*li*riuiiioii  n|»jH»s<ili>ui  iml  \  ioMmg  (><  «•  \  >>r %  fu.n.lU  .  iml 

yiohlhig  In  o\«*r\  urg**nl  «li'iim»i«l.  n« -t  \h*l*lmg  i. •  *<i  v  it|.|.tii|  tlmi  uc 
min  i*\|htI  (ii  ri'fiinii  tin*  in  1 1  inlmtin-'li.inou  * .f  | ) ■*•  }*,•*. -iiimiml. 

*';\l  1 1n'  I 11111111^  of  llir*  *■•••  >i>*n,  I  ih'l  1 1. •  | . .*  tliit  u  iii,ij.<iils  i*f  ll.ii 

W.mU  l'••lHjH’^M  •, n.  li  ,m  •  I j . I < I i  ,  nifl  \\  l.tl.*  mi  llu-  ..*.••  il 

i*t  (mill'll  (ln<  U||||»»1\  air.inj.l  l.t  i  1 1 1 1  <11*  .'I,. .11  (  .  .<n  I>(>itimi  |.\  f..;,  ,• 

uilli  (lin-.il  i  m  I*i  »l -•  ■*  ii|.-.ii  .i  fi.  -  |  ■  ,  it  \imiU  1-  j  «.  . . I 

(In*  li'rkli"  •  mliiii  i>f  (}>•'  ii-liiiim  >t *  >'  ••>(  m  *ii  t » •  i •  •  i.»  .  f  ( (i.> 

|mlilii(  fittnl'-.  Mill  lli"  |  mi.  i  .-f  j- \  I:  >u  I  i1..  i.  •  s.< 

Inn  |.nti*n(.  \\  «•  i  .hi  i>ii|>  !•*•'*  I*  »*>■•  i  t*.-..  .-.I  i:>«- litt  .  (.•  i*,. 

|n*it|i|i*,  w iiii“>i'  j«.l*nl  will  r*ni  r (In •*»  l‘s  •  •  l.  i,*  >  >•  i-  >>.•  •.  ..i.  l  i>  ,8  nl  .  - 

I  lmn>  mi  nliiilmif  Ii«*|m*  tlmi  if..*  iu*it  .-I  In  |.|.  ,  ,,  a  .j,,  v>j 

lliiw  h)iuiiI<)  IiH\<*  ii . .  ami  |u>.  .*m*\  bk*’  i(n  gr.  ;»l  j  * .  lfi*<  ,m  *.| 

tliu  rlglita  Hiui  lilw' ri*t*n  nf  ll»«*  jMinj.li*,-' 

At.  llio  lii'|{iiiiiiii|(  of  Itir  il'il li  rmiKri'M  1  »ii.<  n|.i«.inl.  .1  l.v 
Spcali it  On-  a  mi‘inlii'1'  nf  llu<  i •  i •  n 1 1 ui 1 1 . ■  i •  mi  n.iial  alt.ui  ,  u  ah 
Ml',  llui'iii'k  im  cluti  I'niii  ii.  A  nn  mt;  I  In'  miliji  rl  >  i  i-f.-i  i  ..1  |i>  ili.ii 
cum  mil!  vo  wiw  llii>  <-it]iE  in  >•.  tiv  rniniiinili.i.-  I'.iul.lmi/  i.f  il... 
Ulliteit  Slilll'H  I1IIVJ1,  nf  \V  i  I  limn  H  iilt.IT,  iii".ij'.-i|  111  an  ,11  mi’ll 
finny  HHIlillxl.  Ninimumi.  Il  \1.1-.  fnlh  I.  I.-I ,  .1,  ,ng>l  ..nil,,. 

.’ltd  of  (•’oliruury,  IWs,  llm  imijnnri  „l  it,,.  . . .  Iln,.>irli 

Ml',  lloi'ork,  niiuU)  il  full  ri*|M irl ,  m  i . i[...nu  <l  l.y  llm  f..l|i.«in(5 

molul.uiiw: 

“Ittmlval,  Tim  III,,  m  l  III, am  ('«ii|.l,„t..  »  .  ,j.<  ,  „  ,!  I  ,  ■  | 

Slutna  nnVY,  ill  nrri‘,.liiiu  lii.imml  William  Wall,,,,  i  ,  .n.  .  ..  |  I., 

llm  iiimruuliinii,  wliii’li  ImiI  Immi  ^iii,|i  Inn,  Innu  il,a  E.  j  ..  .,i 


OV  JOHN  SHEKAfAN. 
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“Resolved.,  'l'hal  whilo  wo  bavn  no  reason  lo  boliovo  that  tho  said 
I’uuldiiig  nolod  from  any  improper  motive's  or  mtontion,  yet  wo  regard  llio 
act  in  question  ns  a  gravo  error,  and  deserving,  for  dm  reason  already  given, 
(ho  disapproval  of  the  American  Congress.” 

By  cliroction  of  the  minority  of  tho  committee  I  submitted 
a  minority  report  as  a  substitute,  as  follows: 

“Jlcsolimd,  Tlmt  Commodore  Iliram  Paulding,  in  arresting  William 
Walker  and  Ins  associates,  and  returning  them  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  aulod  within  the  spirit  of  his  oitlorn,  and  dosorves  llio  appro¬ 
bation  of  his  country.” 

It  appeared,  from  the  documents  submitted,  t.liat  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  1857,  Walker  was  titling  out,  witbin  the  limits  of  the 
United  States,  a  military  expedition  against  llm  Republic  of 
Nicaragua,  that  on  tho  ISth  of  September,  Lewis  Cass,  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Stato,  issued  a  circular  letter,  warning  all  persons 
against  sotting  on  foot  such  expeditions,  and  urging  all  oliicors 
of  the  Unitod  States  to  enforce  tho  provisions  of  law  cited  by 
him,  to  prevent  such  expeditions  “so  manifostly  prejudicial 
to  the  national  character  and  so  injurious  to  tho  national 
intorosts.” 

A  copy  of  this  circular  was  transmit, ted  to  (Jmnmodoro 
Paulding,  for  his  guidance,  by  tho  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and 
ho  was  required  to  regard  tho  instructions  contained  in  it  as  ad¬ 
dressed  to  himself.  Commodore  Chatiml  was  suspended  for  fail¬ 
ing  to  nrrost  Wulkov  within  the  port  of  San  Juan.  Cmnmodoro 
Paulding  arrived  at  San  Jmm  on  tho  (lib  day  of  Doccmbor. 
Walker  and  his  men  wore  in  sight  on  shore,  at  Punta  Arenas, 
opposito  San  Juan.  This  point,  though  within  tho  limits  of 
Nicaragua,  has  been  successively  cltiimod  and  occupied  by 
Costa  Hica,  Nicaragua  and  the  so-called  Mosquito  Kingdom, 
undor  British  protection,  It  was  an  almost  deserted  point,  to 
which  a  British  subject  had  sot  up  a  doubtful  title,  founded 
upon  a  purchase  from  a  pilot  of  the  port  of  San  duan.  Its 
occupants  were  engaged  as  a  military  force,  and  were  thou 
waging  war  against  tho  oxixting  government  of  Nicaragua — a 
government  with  which  ours  was  at  peaco,  and  ono  so  woak 
that  it  was  inhuman  to  fight  it.  Although  freshly  landed  from 
our  shores,  in  violation  of  our  laws,  and  controlling  no  spot 
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except  that  they  occupied — receiving,  sit  fm  us  ui  Km  u,  no 
successions  or  aid  rrom  tho  nativos  <.F  the  coimlry,  I  hey  issued 
orders  and  manifestoes  lioadcd: 

“  Jl  ICAlUilrAUTHHH  A,tMV  ‘,l'‘  Nu'AIWil'A. 

1VNTA  AkKMAH,  |).HM>lltln«r  Si,  lW»|. 


Their  leader  signed  these  ox*dors; 

Comm  anj)1cu*in*Oii  ii'i 


•  Wm.mam  \V,w.knh. 
AlOIV  OI-*  Nh-aiuiU’a." 


Tliore  was  no  doubt  that,  tho  oxpoditiun  was  Hie  very  (mu 
denounced  by  the  Secretary  of  Stato  in  the  circnliu',  mill  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  his  imlors,  fur  Walkin'  ami  his 
men  sought  no  disguiso. 

Undor  these  circumstances,  Ummnodnni  I'nuhling  urn'slud 
'Walker  and  bis  mon,  and  returned  tlioni  to  Mm  jurisdiclion  of 
tho  United  States.  This  brief  ami  inipoi'fei'.f  stclcli  of  Urn 

voluminous  majority  and  minority  reports  of  111 . . 

will  convey  lmt  a  faint  idea  of  l.lin  excilenuuil,  creuli'd  by  I  Ids 
arrest.  An  attempt  was  nmdo  lo  censure  ('ommodore  I’uidil- 
ing,  but  it  utterly  failed.  The  purpose  (if  Wullier  wns  losei/.e 
Nicaragua,  adojit  slavery  and  convert  llie  Ceulnil  Anierinui 
states  into  slave.holding  comnnmil  ies,  and  I  Inis  slrengllnui 
slavery  in  tho  United  States.  It  was  the  r ■  m nl erg m rt  of  I  lin 
movements  in  Kansas,  and  was  supporlod  by  powerful  inti u- 
enco  in  the  southern  states. 

A  uotlier  investigation  of  groat  iniporf  alien  was  ordered  hy 
the  House  of  Roprosontatives,  upon  Mm  following  resolul  ions 
introduced  by  me  on  tho  18tli  of  .huuinry,  IKo'.l ; 


“  "VVuE]ik.is,  D.  B.  Alien,  a  cit'r/.an  of  fin, , Slat,,  of  Non  Y,,il, ,  „|„-i  ifli  ulh- 

charges  that  curium  effloors  in  tllo  liuyy  <  1  e] m >■  1  i n .■  1 1 ( ,  i„  awm.linj;  . ilriM'ia 

for  the  construction  of  vossols  of  war  nl  (Ini  UnUi'il  Slnlcs,  lime  I, eon  unillv 
of  partiality,  ami  of  violation  of  law  ami  Ihoir  |iul>]io  ,|im:  i,,„|  w 
grnvo  charges  liavo  been  imulo  Unit  mimey  a, >> >e, >j u  i,, | ,.< |  f..,.'  11M,j 

for  tho  repair  of  vessels  of  the  United  Kudos,  has  I . 'f„j.  i,„lr,ll 

purposes,  and  not  for  tho  purposes  prosorillod  |iy  huv  Tln.lvfor,. 

1  rim t  “e  "  “’"'"'l1!”0  of  nvo  '““"U I,,.'  . . . ' . . . . 

1.  Into  tho  specifications  and  bids  for,  ami  dm  |  „(!  . . .  (,„.  ,,,. 

work  ami  labor  done,  or  materials  fumisliiiil  for  (Im  . . |„  „(  ,|„.  i 

States,  oonstrueted,  or  in  process  of  construction  or  repair,  hy  ll„. 


( IK  .It  ll  |  N  SIIKlfMAW 


I.V.I 


id  lh**  | *n t j . •, 

.]«.  .U..I  l..r  ll., 


Slaton,  Hiin‘«<  tin*  llli  ilny  «*f  Mmvli,  |So'i\hii*I  «l 
in^  Hiiiil  I'oiitrin'lK,  mnl  lli“  iiiilu.vmrul**  uimI 
Miid  hwiikIm.  I.'.  I  tilt  >  (in*  iiinili*  an*  1  iihiiohm'.  i 
iiuini'Y  n|>|ir« ijn-iiil (*t|  for  tin*  n»v\  mnl  « I* \ 
iiu'ri'iinn  uf  vrvn.l**,  Ihih  I >«*■•  i i  i*\ | u* i u I *■« I .  Ilm 
to  unlit!  for  jn-rwoiiH  mid  jm|n*i*',  iiinl  lium  |*’« 


This  itivcsli^uliiiti  nmijimil  iuomI  of  I  In*  itMuutum^  ^rv.mu 
of  Hull,  ( 'nntfIVNS.  Tin*  f*  »1|  I  in  1 1 1 1  •«»  hf  li\t<  WlO  ni||l|»u  «••!  nf 
SlicnnnM,  Hnmrk,  Hifrlrm,  U  tmvdjork  tm»l  fhiro 

|)(,iiiui,)'iils  n 1 1<  1  hvn  ltf|.iililiriin-.,  nf  uliirit  I  >wt  *  ili.m niiiu 
The  mm  mil  lot*  I  mil*  n  iniism  of  h**d  iiuuiis ,  <  1 1  r|i.  mj*  ulm  ;ui*l 
fnuids  of  ii  .slurl  lin^  rlmnii-lm*,  mo-mm  nur  j .i ( ■  bi •  .1 

pn^cH.  Tlti«  iiiiijoi'il  v  of  Ilm  mm  mil  In*,  Mr  i  |l« »  u.  I.,  t  *i ... 
Iicclc  it m!  liY;i(ly,  Milmiit Ini  n  r. »i »« l*  i n u i u ^ -  Mu-  Houm* 

iilmsi'.s  jirmiMi,  timl,  wliiic  tv|iorl  tnj/  tin-  imHmmmN  .u«*!  im  >*m 
[inltMie.y  of  Hulnirtliimli'  ollimm  uml  mii|i|nw  .  u-|  tli.il 

nolhiiitf  lunl  I  it  *i*i  t  (iroimi  wliirli  ili»«  jm*i  r».u»il  .-a 

nlllimil  inli'grily  uf  I  1m*  Srmivlnn  of  IlmNiuy,  Tlnn  |.iMjMivo,l 
Ilm  following  rcwiluHons: 

"  I.  /I’l.WtW,  'Cfnil  tin*  l.'Miinmn  irtfi.  ii  m  |(nn  im«.  >s, tl  -  ii,., 

oxinionri.  of  nlurin^  hIhim**  hi  iti>.  IIi.».M\h  h«m  w*r»|,  ,u,.|  «*,i.  \, 
tin'  iiili*r|iimi!iim  of  l«*m»{niiii*  r-'f-.im  ,  l*m  it  m  .1...  o.  ,.,o,  ,  i.,  ,\.  u*,. 

Illlll  I  l|l*Mi>  Itllll*..**.  ll  II  \  f  tii'i'li  ■>  1 1  <  M  1 1  ni|.(  i*tii«|iiiilli  |,.|..vwi.l.  rt  |...t* 

roil  I*..'  of  y  i’W-s  mnl  tli.il  n>>  |,,n  UmiI.o  ...  {ii.ii.iMi  „<,«>. -u  -!•••.({  I.  O,,  .  ..i 
lihuno  llirii-fiir. 

A*.  'I'liiil  H  n.li-.  I..-.  ,|,  l.i  tK.  u  m,  i  0. 

ii^niiry  for  Mu*  j.ni.'lm*-.,  ..f  anllna.  it.-  .  ...»t  |.<r  ll..  .f  ,  , . ,  .. 


iii*l)\  i.i'ni] 
tin*  h  im  •  !*  f 


Kid 


mC(Jl)U,Kl)Ti()NS 


<«f  livo  oak  lo  wild  <li'|mr(mi'ii(,  it  in  uleitrly  jirovon  l>y  t ho  test i im m v  llml,  if 
llm  Seetvlurv  nf  the  Navy  did  ruiileinjilate  any  favor  l<>  aaid  Swift,  lm  did  not 
denial!  lo  la-slow  il  In  dm  detriment  of  lln'  /rovei-inimiil,  Inti  llml  in  all  lm 
did  in  lliia  mull  or  lm  kepi  always  in  view  dm  jomd  of  dm  pnlilm  and  llm 
iulmvHlH  (>f  llu>  H'j-vii-f. 

“  'f,  Utsoh't  i/,  That  in  dm  lolling;  of  llm  enhlnmls  for  llm  eonst  motion  of 
llm  slt-uin  immliiimry  for  llm  vokhiOh  of  dm  navy  during  llm  preseiil  admin* 
isltiidon,  nothing  has  lieen  shown  whieli  oiiIIn  for  llm  interposition  of  dm 
Congress  of  dm  United  Slates;  iml  il  in  manifest  dial  llm  present  Imad  of 
llm  navy  department  has  displayed  a  very  laudable  v.out  lo  Semite  llm 
^realest  uiiioiiiil  of  speed  and  ollloienoy  uUuiniible  for  said  vessels 

r>.  h Yxii/nn/,  Thai  imlliin^;  luia  boon  proven  in  diia  investigation  whieli 
impeiiohoH,  in  anyway,  llm  personal  or  odmiid  integrity  of  llm  Snorelury  of 
i)m  Nnvv." 

Tliu  minni-ily  i'0]iui'l,  wiw  mmlo  liy  Kiloliio  mid  my, self  on 
l ha  SMDi  lit  I'nliriiHvy,  1H51I,  in  which  \vn  recommended  llm 
following  icHohil.ioox : 

“  fiiHtili'nl,  Thai  lln'  Secretary  "f  dm  Navy  lam,  with  llm  sanelimi  of  dm 

President,  abused  liia  diseielioinuy  power  in  llm  selection  of  a  . .  soeiil 

and  in  da*  piii'elaem  of  fur}  fur  die  'aii  i'i/imi'iil, 

“  /,'t  sotiu  ,?t  That  llm  ninliarl  made  liy  fin*  Seeielnrv  "f  dm  Null,  nndi'r 
dale  of  Si'|il I'lnl lei'  fjil,  ISfiS,  with  \V.  t  \  N.  Swift,  for  llm  deliieiynf  Hm. 
oak  timber,  wiei  made  in  \  iotalion  of  law,  and  in  a  iiMiiiimr  iuoihuiiI,  i i ii j r, 
and  injurious  lo  dm  publie  sen  ice. 

“/i YWiW,  'I'lnit  llm  distribution,  li\'  dm  Si*<M(»| ar>-  of  dm  Navy,  of  dm 
patronage  in  dm  navy  yard  mnon^  Members  of  Con^irwi  wm*  deslnmlive  of 
discipline,  eorrupdn/'  in  ila  intlimnee,  and  highly  injurious  to  dm  pnldie 

i%  ffrtuth'n/,  That  lhi‘  President  and  Keeretarv  of  dm  Nmv<  l»v  reeemnjr 
and  ('oiiaidi'i'in^  llm  jmrl V‘  relations  of  bidders  for  roiitiimts  with  dm  i  'nilrd 
Slali'H,  and  dm  elTent  of  awarding  rontrimls  ti [o ■>■  ponding  eleetinm,  have  h.-L 
nil  example  dangerous  In  (lm  pnbliu  safely  and  desen iii^r  dm  leproof  of  diis 
I  louse. 

”  /o  Thai  din  II  1 1|  K  ti  1 1 1 M I  I'll  ( ,  li\*  dll'  SeiTi'Inrv  of  dll'  N’a\V,  of 

I  liiniel  31.  Marlin,  chief  eiitfiimer,  an  n  iiieinlier  of  dm  lioaol  of  einjineeix,  to 
rejinrl  nf  ion  proposals  for  I'luiMlrimlintf  immliiimry  for  die  rniied  Slnie^,  dm 
an  id  Atuit  in  al  (lie  same  linm  beiiijj  [um'II  iitiirily-  inleivsled  in  sntim  of  mid 
proposals,  in  hereliy  censured  liy  this  ]  louse, " 

No  nr.liim  \viih  I ukon  on  Dow  ro|im-|s  during  llml  sck- 
sitni,  which  lonniiniloil  on  Die  -Ilk  nf  MihtIi  ;  loll  in  lln1 
succeeding  Congress  llio  msululioiiH  of  tin?  niinorily  were 
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reported  favorably  from  tlie  committee  on  tho  expenditures 
of  the  navy  department,  and,  aftor  dobato,  wore  adopted,  a 
separate  yoa  and  nay  voto  being  taken  on  each  resolution, 
and  the  vote  generally  being  111)  in  favor  of  tho  resolution 
and  (SO  against,  a  largo  number  of  Democrats  voting  for  each 
resolution. 

This  investigation,  and  the  action  of  the  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  upon  it,  led  to  radical  reforms  in  the  purchase  of 
supplies  in  tho  navy  department,  and  stamped  with  deserved 
censure  tho  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  his  subordinates,  who 
participated  in  his  action. 

in  the  .spring  of  ISO!),  Mrs.  Sherman  and  I  stalled  cm  my 
first  trip  to  Europe,  on  the  stoamor  “Vanderbilt,”  without  any 
delinito  route  or  plan.  Fortunately,  we  formed  on  shipboard 
some  pleasant  acquaintances,  among  othors  Judgo  Harris  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  New  York,  afterwards  Senator  of  tho 
United  States,  and  his  wifo.  Each  Intel  children  by  a  former 
marriage,  who  had  arrived  at  or  near  manhood  or  womanhood, 
and  all  wero  pleasant  traveling  companions.  Mr.  I’latt  and  his 
wifo,  of  Now  York,  a  young  married  couple,  were  of  the  parly. 
Wo  wore  fortunate  in  the  weathor  and  the  sea.  I  had  often  en¬ 
countered  tho  waves  of  Uako  Erio,  hut  tho  ocean  was  to  mo  tho 
great  unknown,  and  1  imagined  that  from  its  magnitude,  its 
wavos  would  be  in  proportion  to  its  size,  but,  instead,  the  waves 
of  the  Atlantic  were  a  gontlo  cvadlo  compared  with  the  short  and 
chopping  movement  of  tho  lalco.  Sinco  then  1  luivo  crossed 
tho  ocean  many  times,  but  novor  was  sea  sick.  Wo  thought 
the  voyage  of  eleven  clays  a  briof  ono,  but  now  it  is  reduced  to 
six  or  sovon  days,  on  vessels  much  greater  and  stronger.  Wo 
landed  safely  at  Southampton  late  in  the  ovoning.  Many  of 
the  passengers  left  immediately  for  Uondon,  hut  our  party, 
with  others,  went  to  tho  hotel.  Wo  scorned  to  ovorcrowd  the) 
capacity  of  tho  place.  One  of  our  passengers,  a.  young  gentle¬ 
man  from  Baltimore,  said  to  mo  ho  would  drivo  out  thoso  Eng¬ 
lishmen,  who  were  quietly  enjoying  themselves  in  the  waiting 
room.  Ho  had  been  a  cjuiot  gontlomanly  passenger,  but  be 
changed  his  tone  and  manner,  was  boisterous  in  his  talk  and 
rather  rudo.  One  by  ono  the  Englishmen  doparted,  slumming 
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way,  awl  in  return  asked  us  where  we  lived.  Wo  told  her 
tlio  United  States.  She  replied,  in  language  wo  could  hardly 
understand,  “Ah,  ye  maun  come  a  lung  way  to  spay  it.”  She 
then  told  ns  where  to  leave  tho  road  and  how  to  iind  the 
bridge.  There  was  nothing  remarkable  at  the  bridge,  nothing 
to  justify  “  But  wild  as  Bracklinn’s  thundering  roar,”  but  the 
genius  of  Sir  Walter  invested  it  with  his  glamour. 

“Jt  Imd  niucli  of  gliunour  miglil 
To  muko  u  Indy  soom  a  knight.” 

The  lakes  of  Scotland  wo  would  call  bays.  The  waters  of 
tho  ocean  fill  tho  doop  depressions  botwoon  liigli  bills.  A  boat 
rido  over  those  interlocked  waters  was  pleasing,  but  the  views 
did  not  impress  me  like  the  lakes  in  Switzerland  in  the  midst 
of  high  mountains,  nor  did  they  compare  with  the  gran  dour  of 
the  Yeiluwstono  Lake,  (1,000  feet  above  tho  sea,  with  surround¬ 
ing  mountains  rising  to  the  height  of  12,000  foot,  and  cov¬ 
ered  with  snow.  We  were  much  pleased  with  Scotland 
and  its  poople  until  wo  arrived  at  Glasgow.  l-Iere  wo  walked 
about  the  city.  It  seemed  to  bo  crowded  with  discontented, 
unhappy  people,  with  sad  faces  and  poorly  clad.  We  were 
told  not  to  go  into  certain  portions  of  tho  city,  as  we  might  be 
insnltod. 

We  soon  left  Glasgow  for  Belfast  and  visited  different  parts 
of  Ireland,  and  especially  the  city  of  Cork,  and  Lake  JCillarncy. 
The  southern  part  of  Ireland  was  very  beautiful,  tho  herba-go 
was  frosh  and  green,  ami  the  land  productive.  The  groat  draw¬ 
back  was  the  crowds  of  boggavs,  who  would  surround  us  whore- 
over  we  wont,  soliciting  alms,  hut.  tlioy  woro  generally  good 
humored.  1  saw  little  of  the  disposition  to  light  attributed  to 
them.  At  a  subsequent  visit  I  saw  much  lnoro  of  Ireland  and 
the  Irish  people,  but  on  this,  my  first  visit,  I  left  with  a  very 
kindly  impression  of  the  country  and  tho  people.  We  have 
more  poople  of  Irish  descont  in  tho  United  States  than  now 
live  in  Ireland,  and  they  have  dono  their  full  part  in  our  de¬ 
velopment,  not  only  as  laborers,  but  in  all  the  walks  and  pro¬ 
fessions  of  life.  They  nro  heartily  welcomed  in  our  midst.  If 
all  the  discontented  poople  of  Ireland  would  migrate  to  tho 
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United  States,  wo  would  welcome  them  if  thoy  would  leavo 
their  Irish  vs.  English  politics  behind  them.  We  have  enough 
possible  points  of  controversy  on  this  continent  with  Groat 
Britain,  without  importing  from  that  country  old  controversies 
that  have  been  the  occasion  of  wars  and  rumors  of  war  for 
centuries. 

We  made  hut  a  short  stay  in  Dublin  and  crossed  the  chan¬ 
nel  to  Caernarvon.  Hero  we  took  the  old  tally-ho  coach. 
Despite  all  that  is  said  about  railroads  and  steamboats,  I  behove 
in  tho  old-fashioned  stage  coach,  and  especially  in  the  one  in 
which  we  crossed  tho  hills  of  Wales,  in  full  view  of  Mount 
Snowdon.  We  romained  ovor  Sunday  in  a  villago  on  the  way, 
inquired  for  tho  church,  and  wore  shown  to  a  very  pretty 
church  building  noar  by.  When  we  entored  we  found  perhaps 
ten  or  fifteen  persons,  mostly  women.  The  pastor,  with  an 
assistant,,  soon  entored,  and  services  commenced.  The  pastor 
road  his  part,  and  the  assistant  loci,  and  practically  made,  the 
responses.  The  singing  was  led  by  the  assistant  and  shared  in 
by  the  few  women  present..  Tho  sermon  wns  short  and  life- 
loss,  and  tho  ontire  service— though  read  from  the  Boole  of 
Common  Prayer,  as  lino  a  model  of  impressive  English  as  ex¬ 
ists— was  spiritless.  When  we  left  the  church  we  met,  lines  of 
well-dressed,  hut  plain,  proper  men,  women  and  children  in 
Sunday  garb.  I  inquired  where  these  people  came  from,  and 
was  informed  they  were  Methodists  on  the  way  homo  from 
their  meeting  honso.  This  settled  the  question  with  me.  The 
church  T  attended  was  the  “established  church,”  supported  by 
taxes  on  all  the  people,  and  the  Methodist  mooting  was  the 
church  of  the  people,  supported  by  tlroir  voluntary  contribu¬ 
tions.  How  such  a  policy  could  have  been  sustained  so  long 
was  beyond  my  comprehension.  Our  policy  of  respect  and 
toleration  for  all  religious  sects,  but  taxes  for  none,  is  a  better 
one. 

Our  party,  still  consisting  of  Jndgo  Harris  and  family,  Mr. 
Platt  and  wife,  and  Mrs.  Sherman  and  urysolf,  visited  soveral  of 
the  central  counties  and  towns  of  England,  chiefly  the  towns 
of  Warwick,  Stratford,  Kenilworth  aud  Leamington.  This  is 
well  trodden  ground  for  tourists,  and  I  need  not  repeat  the 
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many  dese.riiilinns  of  iulercsl  iii|>  places  mill  I  lie  dislnrie  mimes 
and  ovtnils  utliiched  Intdem. 

YVlum  we  relimied  In  l.nliddii,  I  visiled  I  lie  enurls  id  law, 
Westminster  Addey,  anil  Ida  new  Hnrlinnieid  1 1  iuim>.  I  dial 
no  dillirnll.y  in  Kiiiniiiff  free  iutiw  In  I  ho  tiuUery  nf  ilia  IIiiiimi 
nt  Hninmnns  1  >y  stnlini'  ( lin.l.  I  was  a  Meindei'  nf  Ilia  I  liman  nf 
Jlopresenliilives.  Tdnii|j;h  I  laid  lellcrsnf  ini rntlmd inn  In  main • 
liars  nf  I’nrliamnuf  I  did  mil  presciil  lliam.  dud^a  Harris  was 
firenlly  inlnrnslnd  ill  Ilia  prneerdiiips  nf  Ida  I’mirls  nf  l.nmlmi. 
while  I  wandered  llirmif'd  every  pari  nf  Ilia  p real  cil.v.  Ila 
IlMemled,  dy  iuvilnl  inn,  a  dinner  piven  |,_4  ||M.  i  ;,,dl- mil  li'.n 
( I  lii  Id,  a  ml  aerepl  ed  sninc  i  lit  i  I  a  I  inns,  a  inniip  Idriii  llial  nf  Mr. 
iM oaf'll li.  Ilia  landiim  Ainariaaii  I >a n Ka r  in  l.nndnn. 

(Ilir  anii|.;aiiiiil  parly  Ilian  separated  uilli  iniilnal  irpiel. 
■ludpe  Harris  gniiiK  In  Ida  llliina  and  M  r;..  Hla-i  man  and  I 
In  Haris.  Ilarn  wa  rninniliad  smaa  lima,  Sanalnr  Sumner, 
mil,  ynl,  reem-cred  from  Ida  Minis  nf  llrnnlm,  dad  daan 
snmn  l.iliia  ill  Haris  Dial  ilivnin|>aliind  ns  In  many  Ilf  Ida 
not  ail  places  in  Ilia  I  idly  iiuiunn  lliam  I  ramamdar  ilia  puna 
nf  HafiiyeUti, 

Our  visit  was  durinp  Ida  l''rniieu-llalii)n-Amdriun  War,  I 
was  iiimnas  In  rear d  the  seal  nf  war.  On  Ilia  way  wa  initda 
linrriad  visils  In  (lamwa,  and  I, alia  Hainan.  Aflar hiiiendiip 
Id  is  lalia  wa  I  unit  Ida  ana  all  mar  Ida  Al/w.  on  ilia  ruud  In  Milan, 
•si ii] i| ii njr  siwaral  limas  nn  1  ln>  way.  Wa  passed  mar  Ida  Inillla 
liadl  ill  Magaiila  dal  a  faw  days  aflar  Ida  dallla  was  I'mipdl. 
Wa  saw  Idem  Ida  sinus  id  deal nad i\ a  war.  Tda  Mid-d  laid 
daali  lairiad  il ml  Ida  wnlimlad  wara  in  dnspilad.  dal  I  da 
small  nf  daad  llnmes  poisoned  Ida  air.  ami  Ida  maids  nf  Ida 
linl.tln  warn  nil  almnsl  mary  liniisa.  Wa  |nisdad  an  In  Milan 
and  warn  cnliifni-laldy  i|iairlarad.  Timidly  tins  roll  of  <i| 
dial's  na  I  do  way  In  Ilia  army  In  Ila1  enslwind,  ]l  \m-,  fdan 
Itanwn  l.lml.  11.  dull  la  was  ndnsd  In  da  fmiplil  al  Snllaiimi.  I 
was  vary  naxiniis  In  wilimss  a  Imllla.  Ilam-ral  I'lilli-md-a.  nf 
Ida  llnilad  Slides  iiiiny,  was  iilliiadad  as  an  aid  In  Ida 

I'Vanad  army,  and  I  simKlil  !da  . . a  faailily,  lail  Ida  niildnij 

lies  would  nnl.  permil  il.  I  was  assarad  Idiil  mt  dm -a  wnald 
Im'  Htdaii  . .  me.  especially  as  I  rnnld  Itnl  spent  Hiam-d. 
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and  that  I  would  be  treated  as  a  spy  unless  I  was  formally 
attached  to  a  particular  command.  I  therefore  gave  up  my 
contemplated  trip  and  awaited  tho  battle,  which  occurred  in 
a  day  or  two.  1  then  returned  to  Switzerland  by  the  Simp¬ 
lon  Pass  and  visited  Berno,  Luzerne,  and  Neuchiltel.  From 
I'lioucG  X  rotnrned  to  London  and  soon  after  embarked  on  the 
“  Vanderbilt”  for  home. 
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ll„.  II .  Wlll.ln  Till.'.'  I  «.!■  '  "I  I  T"  . . . .  ■  i  'I'  ll'l'ix 

l.i  I'lnil.'.i  Til  lift.  Wllli.li.ixx.il  "I  "IX  -N. ll.l. ...it.  I  I  I".  * '...»  .'I 

Mr  I’llini  iii'.l  Mn.l.'l  Ix.ixiixixxiix.l  1 1..- «  .....i.*xM . I 

Win  Hiui'l  Mmii'i  l*i  •  >nl>  ill  llm  Imti  ui 

hi  II. mix  "  lux.  .1  lil.il.  .1  *'  01., I . I 

Mi. .  nil  Tin  ill  A.l  1 1 .■  xx ■'  l'|  ..ii  H." 

Till  III  . . li.'ll  'lx  I'.lll.  I1KH.  « 

ON  llmillllli  (if  .Inly,  ISi'iS,  I  urdivi'il  I  ln>  rmim  ■‘■i'i<iu.il 
ninniinilinii  fur  my  lliinl  Iitiii  willnml  iipim-alimi, 
mill,  ill  (li'.lolii'r  fnllmviliKi  vow  dli'i'li'il  im  u  MhuiIht 
of  Hid  Willi  (loiigiT'wi,  liy  ii.  iimjiirily  nf  'J.WIl  mw  M,  .1, 
l’al.i'iolc,  DouioitiiI., 

Tlio  inoimmililn  ciun|miKM  in  UliimiM  in  llml.  your  omtIitI 
|i it >foi i i ul  inlimwl.  IIiitiiikIioiiI.  Hi"  t hiilt'cl  Slul i-.**.  llm  *lflml >' 

Iavixixii  I Imiy'liLM iu ill  liinniln  nllnm.ling  niiiito-.-ml  Iil!i.|lliini.  Tlin 
vi'siill.  wii.T  fiu'oiulild  In  DiiiikIht,  iiiiiI  Hid  li.j'i’.liil  nm  it>t.|itTit1 
hill)  Sdiiilliil1,  lull.  Ml'.  I.iin'iill)  iilliiiili'il  fxiirll  iii'.l  ini-1  inn  uinl 
pnnninnin-i)  iit  In  plum  him  ul-  ihiit>  in  lln>  pi  mil  inn  i.f  u  fm  mi'l- 
iililn  nuiiliilnln  fni'llm  pri-xiili'iii'v  in  IMlll.  ‘I'liii  ili<luil •>  iii.nin 
il  liliuir  llml.  I  III)  sIlTiy'Kln  Iii'Iwhi'H  fl'i'd  uinl  •■’law  iiml  il  nl  hhit 
wan  1,0  till  nii)l  in  noil  uinl  In  Iihi-iium'  I  In'  i-nni  lulling  in*  nf  llm 
fllt.livo, 

Tlio  mu vili'd  of  llnitloi'ick  hy  Tnn-y,  in  1  *ul ifin niu.  mi  llm  IWli 
of  Nopl.oinlioi-,  IHu'.t,  ninlnr  i-nlm-  of  a  iliml,  nM-ilml  pinfmiu.l  in- 
IniT'sl-,  iuuI  inailo  llml.  nluln  lli'pnlilinni,  Tin*  i>Ii.i-I  inn  nf  it  pnv  ■ 
i'itioi-  in  llliin,  in  llm  fall  of  llml.  your,  pi-i'i-i'ih-il  hy  a  ili'hiiln  nf 
niiic.li  inlonwl.  ImUmim  William  IWmiimii,  llm  lli>|uililiriMi  i-uii- 
diitat i<,  mill  ifnilKd  Rummy,  llm  Hi'iiiui-I.ilir  rniulixlulo,  iiililnl 
I'milly  lo  llm  pnlilical  I'M-ili'iimnl.  limn  i* \ i  .l i iij.',  mul  i-mlml  ill 


I ln>  nlnrlhm  nf  M r.  Iiriinisuii.  A  few  days  iiflnr  Ihis  <>)■■(■( i<m 
mi  I  In*  IVlh  nf  llrlnhrr  llm  iiniisinn  nf  1 1n'  Slain  nf  Virginia 
liy  .Inlm  llrnwu  slarl lad  llm  nnmlry,  mnl,  mnrn  Ilian  all  nllmr 
niusrs,  iimnsml  llm  snulhnrn  |inn|iln  In  a  slain  nf  grnal  nxniln- 
ninnl,  iniiniinliiig  In  frnn/.y.  Ilmwii,  willl  a  few  fnllmmi-s  nf 
tin  ilisliimlini),  na|il ill-nil  llm  Unilnil  Slnlns  lu-snnal  al,  lliir|in|-'s 
I'Vrry,  I  null  |inssi'ssinli  nf  llm  hridgn  wllirll  I'l'nssns  (,lm  I’nlnlliai', 
fnrlifyiug  il  wilh  ciuimm,  shipped  li-ains,  mil.  Udngiupli  wires, 
killml  several  nmn,  ami  sni'/ml  ninny  {itiinii iii<n I,  cilizniis,  linlil- 
ing  llmm  as  linslagns,  Wild  i-niun-ls  were  niiTiilalml  nf  a  rise 
nf  llm  nngrnns  in  llm  nniglilini'linDil,  llm  uprising  lu-cmii pun iiul 
liy  all  llm  Inimn-s  nf  a  sni-viln  win-,  anil  a  gnimi-al  alarm  pre¬ 
vailed  lliruiiglmul.  Urn  Slain  nf  Virginia  and  l-lm  snnlli.  Tim 
insnrrnnliini  was,  limvnvnr,  s()nndily  sn|i|irnssnd,  mainly  liy  llm 
slain  in  i  til  in.,  and  llm  Tniv  insnrgnnUs  mil.  killed  were  eaplm-nd 
liy  Unilml  Slalns  nmrinns  malnr  Cnlinml  Itnlinrl.  K.  I <oi\,  soon 
nflm-wards  In  Im  nninniaiidnr-iii-rliinf  nf  llm  ridml  fnrnns  in  Mm 
I'ivil  War. 

Ilrnu  n  was  I  rind  fur  innrdnr  mnl  nxnniilnd.  'I'liis  findisli 
and  i-riiiiiinil  invasiun  was  llm  wink  nf  a  fn  uni  in  wlm  all  liis 
lifnlinm  laid  henna  linlnnl  n|i|iiisnr  nf  slavery,  and  ulin  while 
in  Kansas  Innl  piirlinipiilnd  mnrn  nr  Inss  in  llm  llsiiwnliunm 
ninrdnrs.  llissnu  was  killml  Ky  llm  "Imrdrr  rulliaiis"  imnr  Isis 
Iminn  ill  Kansas,  fur  wliii'li  a  fnarfnl  i-nvnngn  was  liiknn  liiam 
llm  imii'ilni'ni-s.  llrnwn,  having  always  Immi  an  Aladiliniiisl. 
and  lining  n.iw/nd  liy  liman  nrnnls,  hnlinmd  il  Ilia  duly  In  wagn 
a  ridi'iillnss  war  againsl  slamry,  and,  willl  llm  mnirngn  Iml 
slinrlsiglifndnnss  nf  a  falialm,  11ml  willl  llm  lin|m  nf  llm  ns- 
sisliumn  nf  llm  slams  nf  llm  snnM)  nmlnrlnnl;  lids  wild  srlmnin 
In  sm-nrn  l.lmir  frnndnm. 

Minlnr  sm-ll  nxriling  rnndilinns  I'nngrnss  nnnmimd  an  llm 
fill)  day  nf  Dnnnnlirr,  IHfii).  diridml  puli  I  'unilly  inln  III', I  llnpnh- 
licans,  1111  Iknnnri'als  ami  'J7  A nmrinnis.  Nn  parly  having  a 
niajm'il.y,  il,  was  fnarml  liy  snnm  llial.  llm  smnms  nf  Isfifi,  wlmn 
Hanks  was  nlnrlnd  spnalmr  nnly  nflnr  a  lung  si  niggle,  wnnld  Im 
mpniilial.  Thai  nnnlnsl  was  riidnd  liy  llm  iidnplinn  nf  llm  pin- 
mlil.,v  rnln,  Iml  in  this  casn  a  niajnril.y  rnnhl  mil  agrnn  ii|mii 
such  a  ruin,  and  1.1m  only  pnssildn  way  nf  nlnnling  a  spnalmr 
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was  by  a  fusing  of  Members  until  a  majority  voted  for  one 
person. 

It  was  well  understood  that  t.lio  Republican  vote  would  be 
divided  between  Oalusba  A.  Grow  and  mysolf,  and  it  was  agreed 
between  us  that  whichever  recoived  a  majority  of  the  Republi¬ 
can  vote  should  be  considered  as  the  nominee  of  that  party. 
On  the  first  vote  for  speaker,  Thomas  8.  llocock,  of  Virginia, 
tho  Democratic  candidate,  received  8G  votes,  I  received  6G, 
Galusha  A.  Grow  48,  and  21  scattering.  Mr.  Grow  thou  with¬ 
drew  his  name.  On  tho  same  day  John  11.  Clark,  of  Missouri, 
offored  this  resolution: 

>«  Wiihkkas  certain  Mcminn'S  of  iliis  J louse,  now  in  nomination  for 
spcaltor,  did  indorse  imd  recommend  llio  book  hereinafter  mmidonod, 

“HhsoIwhI,  TlnU  die  doctrine  and  sentiments  of  u  certain  book,  culled 
•Tho  Impending  Crisis  of  dm  Smith  —  How  (o  mod  it.’  purporting  to  lmvo 
been  written  by  one  Hinton  \{.  Helper,  are  insurrectionary  und  hostilo  to  the 
.lomestio  pence  unci  traiupiilily  of  (lie  oountry,  and  tluit  no  Member  of  (his 
House  who  lifts  indorsed  and  recommondod  it,  or  tho  oomponcl  from  it,  is  fit 
U*  be  speaker  of  (his  Houso.” 

In  tho  absonce  of  rules,  Mr.  Clark  was  allowed  to  spoak 
without  limit  ami  ho  continuod  that  day  and  the  next,  reading 
tnd  speaking  about  the  Helper  book.  John  A.  Gilmor,  of  North 
Carolina,  offored  as  a  substitute  for  tho  resolution  of  Mr.  Chirk 
i  long  preamble  closing  with  this  resolution: 

“Therefore  revolved,  Thai,  fully  indorsing  theso  national  sediments,  it 
s  the  duty  of  every  good  oitiv.cn  of  (liis  Union  lo  resist  all  attempts  at 
•(mowing,  in  Congress  or  out  of  it,  tho  slavery  agitation,  under  whatever 
ilmpo  and  oolor  tho  attempt  may  be  made.” 

A  motion  was  made  to  lay  both  resolutions  on  tho  table, 
inti  was  lost  by  a  t.io  voto  of  11(>  yeas  and  116  nays.  In  the 
ibsoncc  of  rules  a  general  dobato  followed,  in  which  sonthom 
Vlombors  threatened  that  tlioir  constituents  would  go  out  of 
dio  Union.  The  excitomont,  ovor  tho  proposition  to  compile  a 
)olitical  pamphlet,  by  F,  1\  Blair,  an  ominent  Domoerat  and 
daveholdcr,  from  a  book  called  “The  Impending  Crisis,”  writ* 
.on  and  printed  by  a  southorn  man,  soemed  so  ludicrous  that 
vo  regarded  it  as  manufactured  frenzy.  After  John  S.  Mill¬ 
ion,  of  Virginia,  a  conservative  Domoerat,  who  was  opposed  to 
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Mi/'  ini  roOncl  ion  of  I  hr  Chirk  jv.-tibi!  ion,  )nnl  rxlnhiln!  iihii.hiiuI 
I  Miid; 


•'  )  Inn  i*  until  tljis  millin' ii(  i  i‘j'iir>l>  «l  1 1  ii*i  ili-lmt"  u  ill)  imlilTrtvin'i',  lirriii>"i> 
I  |iIi'hiiiiii'<I  it  uus  imhilpisi  in  fm*  tin-  |«ut|«i of  | -i . •  \i- it t i  1 im  urpmiivu* 
(ini).  Hill  llm  UUihiminf  tlm  jn-lit  li-imm  flnin  Vilpiiliu.  |liy  1'i‘spimt  f « •  r  lit'-* 
Imip  ,i\ pm  ii’/n  n  in  this  Unn-n,  mm  ii"'pi'rt  for  his  elm  lintel.  im»!  !  In’. »'<•)  inns 
iui|ir*'-'-'ii  nt  w  liirli  this  timlli-r  NmiiH  In  limn  iiimln  it  [ton  III"  liiiltil,  inilnrn  iim 
In  miv  ii  fn\v  uunk  1  ii**L  tluil  tlm  li'Ki’l'  whii’li  1  M'lnl  up  inns  Im  mini." 


Tin'  [nllnwiiifi  li'llrr  was  1 1  ici'i 'll) ■■  n>  I'l'Hil  rmin  llm  t'li'rlt’.M 
tli'alt: 

W Anh  1  N 1 1 1  n N  ( *fi  v  .  I  (I,  t.SM). 

Di*:a»i  Siu:  l  I'nmnUM  iltul  ii  ilnlmtn  Inin  nti-mn  iii  (‘impics*  iii  wli'mli 
Mr.  llnljmi  H  littnK,  tlm  •  1  in^f  Ciisis.'  is  linmpht  up  ns  mi  rvpnimiit  uf 

Knpillitiriili  piinripli'S.  .\s  tin-  niun.-s  nf  umiiy  l'-n>Iiiip  i f <- 1 m t i a ( tt-it 1 1- .  nir 
pli'.s>-iili'<l  us  im  mmimmliup  u  •'■•inpi'iiiliiiiu  nf  llm  \n|iuim,  il  i  >  pin|»-i  tlml  I 
hIiuiiIiI  nxpliiiii  Imtt  llimi*  i urn-  nlilaim  'l  in  mlsuin-n  nf  dm  pnlilnn 

tinn.  Mr.  Ililpm  I  ii  nii  c  |il  Iii**  I . I»  tn  in.*  m  Silt.-i'  Spimj'  In  ••Miimim  uinl 

I .'iniiilm'in I,  if  I  l1|Miij>)il  \'"ll  nf  il,  im  ii  \mh|.  t<>  Im  . •  n«' ■  >i 1 1 .i j ' •-> l  Im  Ki’pnli 
IliMMS.  I  Inn)  Iti'trf  '•■•I  II  it  Imfi'l.’.  .Mil  l  |l*.  pi*lll'  1 1 .  I  I'llImT  wml.>  (m  Mi. 

I  Inlpni ,  ill  I  ■  ■  1 1 1  Inin  (lull  it  was  Iilijr.'t . mIi|m  Hi  liiuiit  pu  1 1  f  Ii  Ini  \\  Ini'll  1 

ml  t  <*J  t'  •)  ,  mi')  In*  pi  •  .|»»r  I  tin*.  Hi  «iilm,".  I ) ...  I  Im  n  m»lr  l  nl it  ml tin*  i.l 
til. IIS  Im  “liiiUliip  •  •rillnlt  allm  iin'  llm  limit,  r  .  .1 .  j .  • .  •  t  ♦  .  I  l".  I  Ulii|"l1.ilnl 

tlml  it  win  in  I'niisi'ipmn . f  In-'  u  ni.imn  tn  urn  ilnil  tlm  "Iiihmii'Ii'-  ti.ulti  i 

In  ilrn  nriifiiMil  pnl»ln  uhi»»i  w»<mM  !*••*  i.\|.tii;».*r**.l,  Hi.it  ••  * .f  I ‘••ni.'in-'a 

Itinl  ntlmr  tnllimiiliiil  limn  iiini'iip  tlm  ll.’pul'li.  .ms  \t*i"  imlnr.'l  pin*  llmir 
I'liltlltiMittlli’n  tn  tlm  l  imtlhllinn  nf  tlm  nilltliMl  I'll  In  Im  nipuipnl"'! 

,,  .  ..  f*\  I’.  lb  Uir, 

lltiN,  .InllN  SllMIMAN. 

nntnr  r’pnnp. 

1  UuM)  foul  himul ; 


"  l  ilu  imt  ri'i  nliivt  »ipiiint(  tlm  pup.-r  i.*f.*t r.*«l  In  ;  Imt  I  pi.snnm,  finm 
in V  imiim  iippmn inp  in  tlm  pimt'  il  list,  tlmt  I  * 1 1. 1  sij«n  it.  I  tlmt.'fni"  main' 
nil  nXt'llHn  nf  tlmt  kiln  I.  I  imt  i*r  I .  m  I  Air.  J  Inlp.-r's  l.nnl,,  I.f  (If  i  "inp'  ii'lnim 
fiiHIliIml  II  pi  il  l  it.  I  Imtn  imti'i'  hm-li  u  i*njM  "f  mllmi.  Amt  Inin,  Ml. 
i-li-rk,  l  iniplil  Imitn  llm  iimdi-r;  hut  us  iiiuim  Imt 'Ii  tiling*'.  Ii.i\n  lm«*u  ".ml 

Iti.ma  llm.  I  ilnsim  tn  mis  tlmt  si .  I  Imvn  n  . . U  ,  .. f  if,.-,  I 

liuvn  Illwiiyu  I'liilrntiirr'l  tn  t-illlitutn  tlm  III  1 1.'.  I.",  j<ml  K  nn  l  I.'l.iliniih  l)mt 

mi1  i|im  frmii  mm  I'mith’iimn  tu  mintlmr.  I  im\i  i  mMi.**  ".-.I  i.,  ,m\  M.-mlmr 

Himli  livn^iiut'i1  tin  I  im vn  hmml  toiliiy.  f  n«t  nr  »!• -urt*  sm  h  . . .  In  Im 

luMri'htmd  tn  lilt*,  if  I  ciili  iivniil  it.  I  uppi*i»l  In  ins  pnMn*  ».*.  ..i.l,  .Inni.p  n 
pmii.il  nf  fnnr  your*,  in  tliiu  limly  ;  nml  J  *m\  nn\v  tlmt  rli-i.*  »..  m-l  .i  si»tpl«* 
i|tmhti(iii  ut'itutinp  tin-  pnUm  tniml,  nut  it  sin^l,.  |,.pm  Mn  ttlm  l,  ■  an  )■■• 

Btu:tio)iul  jriilm)M|  nr  Bimlimm)  coiilruii^j,  mth'st  mi  llm  utlii-r 
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aide  of  the  House  thrust  such  subjects  upon  us.  I  repent,  not  n  single  cpies* 
lion.  We  imve  pursued  a  conrso  of  studied  silence.  It  is  our  intention  to 
organize  the  House  cjuiotly,  decently,  in  order,  without  vituperations;  and 
we  trust  to  show  to  Members  on  nil  sides  of  the  House  that  the  party  with 
wliioh  I  have  the  honor  to  act  can  administer  this  J louse  and  administer  this 
government  without  trespassing  on  the  rights  of  any.” 

Soon  after,  in  answor  to  an  inquiry  from  Shelton  1'.  Leake, 
of  Virginia,  I  said: 

“  Allow  mo  to  on y,  once  for  all,  nml  1  hnvo  raid  it  five  times  on  this  floor, 
tlinf  1  am  opposed  to  any  iotioferioitje  udialevcr  of  fho  people  of  llm  free 
elates,  with  llm  relation  of  master  and  slave  in  llio  slave  slates,” 

This  was  followed  by  a  boated  dobaie,  tlie  manifest  purpose 
of  which  was  to  excite  sectional  animosity,  and  to  compoi 
soulhorn  Americans  to  cofiporato  with  tho  Democratic  Mom- 
liors  in  tho  election  of  a  Democrat  for  speaker.  The  second 
ballot,  taken  on  tho  close  of  the  session  of  December  8,  ex¬ 
hibited  no  matorial  change  excopt  that  tho  Republican  vote 
concentrated  oil  mo.  I  received  107  votes,  Mr.  llocock  88,  Mr. 
Gihuor  22,  and  14  scattering. 

The  debate  continued  and  was  participated  in  by  my  col¬ 
league,  S.  S.  Cox,  who  asked  mo  about  tho  fugitive  slavo  law.  I 
declined,  as  1  had  beforo,  to  answor  any  interrogatories  and 
said:  “I  will  state  to  him,  and  to  gontlomon  on  tho  other  side 
of  tho  11  ohsg,  that  J  stand  upon  my  public  record.  I  do  not, 
oxpect  i ho  support,  of  gout, lemon  on  that  sido  of  the  Mouse, 
who  ha  ve,  for  tho  last  four  years,  boon  engaged  in  a  sories  of 
measures— none  of  which  1  approve.  I  have  no  answers  to 
givo  to  them.” 

The  third  ballot  produced  no  material  change,  T  received 
110,  liocock  88,  Gilmor  20,  aiul  13  scattering. 

In  (,ho  meantime,  tho  invasion  of  Harper’s  Ferry  was  de¬ 
bated  in  the  Somite  at  great  length  and  with  extreme  violence, 
producing  in  both  Mouses  intense  irritation  and  excitement. 
Koitt,  of  South  Carolina,  charged  upon  tho  Hcpnblicans  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  Helper’s  book  and  John  Brown’s  foray,  exclaim¬ 
ing:  “The  south  here  asks  nothing  but  its  rights.  ...  I 
would  have  no  more;  but,  as  God  is  my  judge,  as  one  of  its 
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Representatives,  T  would  shatter  this  republic  from  turret  to 
foundation-stone  before  1  would  tako  one  tittle  less.”  Lamar, 
of  Mississippi,  declared  that  the  Republicans  were  not  “guilt¬ 
less  of  tho  blood  of  Jolm  Drown  and  his  co-conspirators,  and 
tire  inuocont  men,  tiro  victims  of  bis  ruthless  vengeance.” 
J’ryor,  of  Virginia,  said  Helper’s  book  riots  “in  rebellion,  trea¬ 
son,  and  insurrection,  and  is  precisely  in  the  spirit  of  the  act 
which  startled  ns  a  fow  weeks  since  at  Harper’s  Ferry.”  Craw¬ 
ford,  of  Goorgia,  declared:  “We  will  novel'  submit  to  tho 
inauguration  of  a  black  Republican  Rresidcnt.” 

The  Republicans  generally  remained  silent  and  demanded  a 
vote. 

Mr.  Convin,  then  a  Representative  from  Ohio,  elected  after  a 
long  absence  from  public  life,  endoavored  to  quiet  t lie  slonu. 
Frcquout  threats  of  violenco  worn  uttered.  Angry  controver¬ 
sies  sprang  np  between  Members,  and  personal  collisions  wero 
repeatedly  tinea  toned  by  Members,  armed  a  nd  ready  for  con¬ 
flict.  No  snob  scenes  luid  over  before  occurred  in  the  Congress 
of  the  United  Slates.  It  appeared  ninny  times  that,  the  tlircat- 
onod  war  would  commence  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Rep¬ 
resentatives.  Tho  llonso  remained  in  session  the  week  botwcon 
Christmas  and  New  Year’s  Day.  During  this  excitement  my 
veto  stoadily  increased  until  on  the  4ili  day  of  ditmntry,  lHf>0, 
on  the  25th  ballot,  1  came  within  throe  voles  of  election;  the 
whole  number  of  votes  cast  being  207;  necessary  to  a  choice 
104,  of  which  I  received  101.  John  A.  McClernand,  of  Illinois, 
roceivod  83,  Gilmer  14,  Clement  H.  Vallandigluun,  of  Ohio,  12, 
and  tho  remainder  wore  scattering. 

At  this  time  Jlonry  Winter  Davis,  of  Maryland,  an  Ameri¬ 
can,  said  to  me,  and  to  others,  that,  whonover  bis  vote  would 
elect  mo  it  should  bo  east  for  me.  J.  Morrison  Harris,  also  an 
American  from  tho  same  state,  was  understood  to  occupy  the 
same  position.  Garnett  II.  Adrain,  of  New  Jersey,  an  anti- 
Lecompton  Democrat,  who  had  been  elected  by  Republicans,  it 
was  hoped  would  do  the  same.  Horace  F.  Clark,  oT  Now  York, 
also  an  anti-Lecompton  Democrat  who  had  been  elected  by  Re¬ 
publicans,  could  at  any  moment,  havo  settled  the  controversy 
in  my  favor.  It  was  well  known  that  1  stood  ready  to 
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withdraw  whenever  the  requisite  number  of  votes  could  be 
concentrated  upon  any  Republican  Member.  The  deadlock 
continued. 

On  the  20th  of  January,  I860,  Mr.  Clark,  who  had  intro¬ 
duced  the  Helper  resolution,  said: 

“I  wish  lo  make  a  porsomd  explanation  with  regard  to  my  personal  feel¬ 
ings  in  llm  matter  of  this  resolution.  I  never  read  the  letter  of  which  Iho 
gentleman  from  Georgia  speaks,  and  do  not  tako  to  /irysclf  articles  that 
appear  in  newspapers,  unless  they  make  imputations  against  my  moral 
integrity.  That  resolution  was  introduced  by  mo,  as  I  have  frequently 
remarked,  with  no  personal  ill-fooling  towards  Mr.  Sherman,  the  Itepub- 
lioan  candidate  for  spenknr,  apart  from  what  T  considered  to  bo  an  improper 
act  of  his — namely,  iho  recommendation  of  that  book.  So  far  as  that  affects 
his  political  or  social  character,  ho  must  of  course  bear  it.” 

I  replied  as  follows: 

“The  goniloman  from  Missouri,  for  the  first  timo,  1  believe,  lias 
announced  lliat  it  was  his  purpose,  in  introducing-  this  resolution,  to  give 
gontlemon  an  opportunity  to  oxpluin  thoir  relations  to  Iho  ITelpor  book.  I 
ask  him  now  whether  he  is  willing  fo  withdraw  tho  resolution  for  the  pnr- 
poso  lie  1ms  indicated,  temporarily,  or  for  any  timo?  ” 

Mr.  Clstrlt  said: 

“I  will  endeavor  to  answer  tho  gentleman.  J  avowed  my  purpose 
frankly  nl  tho  time  I  introduced  the  resolution,  in  the  remarks  with  which 
J  accompanied  its  introduction.  Tho  gentleman  from  Ohio  propounds  the 
question  more  directly  whether  I  am  willing  lo  withdraw  the  resolution  for 
tho  purpose  which  .1  avow?  Sir,  at.  the  very  instant  it  was  offered,  1  gave 
the  gentleman  that  opportunity  and  I  lmvo  given  it  lo  him  since.  1  say  lo 
tho  gentleman  that  he  has  had  two  opportunities  to  make  that  explanation  ; 
but  ho  has  failed  to  reliovo  himsolf  of  tho  responsibility  ho  took  when  ho 
signed  that  book  and  reeomiuonded  its  circulation.” 

I  replied : 

“  I  will  say  that  that  opportunity  lias  never  been  rendered  to  me. 
When  Dio  gonlloimm  introduced  bis  resolution,  offensivo  in  its  character, 
at  tin  improper  timo,  in  an  improper  manner,  ho  out  off — what  ho  says 
now  ho  desires  to  give — an  opportunity  for  explanation.  Il  is  trim  that 
three  days  afterwards,  whon  iho  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Millson) 
appealed  (o  mo,  I  slated  to  him  frankly  how  my  name  bncamo  connected 
with  (hat  pnpor.  I  did  not  sign  tho  paper;  but  it  sooms  that  the  Hon.  E. 
D.  Morgan,  a  Moinbor  of  the  Inst  Congress,  and  a  friend  of  mine,  came  to 
me  whon  1  was  in  my  placo,  and  asked  me  lo  sign  a  recommendation  for 
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Uio  circulation  of  a  political  pnmplilot,  to  bo  compiled  by  a  committee,  of 
whioh  Mr.  Blair,  a  slavoholdor  of  Missouri,  was  ono,  from  a  largo  book  by 
Helper,  a  North  Carolinian.  I  said  to  him  that  I  bad  not  time  lo  examine 
the  book ;  but  if  thoro  was  nothing  ofFonsivn  in  it,  bo  might  uso  my  name. 
Thereupon,  this  gontloman  attached  my  namo  lo  that  paper.  This  informa¬ 
tion  I  did  not  have  at  the  time  the  gontloman  from  Virginia  addressed  mo*, 
but  1  said  lo  him  1  had  no  recollection  of  having  signed  tho  pupor,  but  pre¬ 
sumed  I  had,  from  my  name  appearing  in  tho  printed  list.  I  subsequently 
acquired  it  from  Mr.  Morgan,  whoso  letter  was  published.  That  1  boliovo 
was  suflieiout  under  the  circumstances.  I  know  there  are  Mombers  on  that 
side  of  the  House  who  have  considered  it  as  satisfactory  ;  and  my  friends  so 
regard  It.  At  the  time  1  statod  that  I  had  not  read  the  book,  that  X  did 
not  know  what  was  in  it. 

“The  gontloman  alludes  lo  another  timo.  The  oilier  day,  when  this  sub¬ 
ject  was  again  brought  before  tho  House  by  him,  in  lnnguago  which, 
although  ho  claims  to  bo  courteous,  I  could  not  regard  as  such,  when  I  was, 
by  implication,  but  with  a  disclaimer  of  porsonal  offenso,  charged  with  dis¬ 
seminating  treason,  with  lighting  tho  torch  in  the  dwelling  of  my  southern 
brethren,  and  of  crimes  of  which,  if  1  was  guilty,  1  should  not  bo  entitled  lo 
a  seat  upon  this  floor,  T  then  rose  in  my  place,  and  (old  tho  gentleman  from 
Missouri  that  if  he  would  withdraw  that  resolution  I  would  answer  this  book 
pngo  by  pugo,  or  those  extracts  one  by  one,  and  loll  him  whether  1  approved 
them  or  not.  The  gentleman  refused  lo  withdraw  the  resolution.  Long 
ago  ho  was  notified  by  me,  and  my  friend  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Morris) 
announced  on  tho  floor,  that  this  resolution  was  regarded  by  me  as  a  menace, 
and,  if  withdrawn,  would  lead  lo  a  frank  avowal,  or  disavowal. 

“I  say  now  that  I  do  not  boliovo  it  is  tho  desire  of  tho  gentleman 
to  give  me  that  opportunity.  If  ho  does  desiro  it,  1  am  willing  to  do  now 
what  I  said  I  would  have  done  then.  And  1  say,  with  equal  emphasis, 
that  novor,  so  holp  me  God,  wholhor  or  not  the  speaker’s  chair  is  to  be 
occupied  by  mo,  will  I  do  so  while  Hint  resolution  is  beforo  this  body, 
undisposed  of.  1  rogurd  it  as  offensive  in  its  tono,  unprecedented,  unparlia¬ 
mentary,  and  an  invasion  of  tho  rights  of  representation.  Under  the  menace 
olearly  contained  in  it,  I  novor  will  oxplain  a  singlo  word  contained  in  those 
extracts. 

“If  tho  gentleman  will  withdraw  his  resolution,  oven  for  a  moment,  lo 
roliovo  mo  from  the  menace  —  ho  may  reinstate  it  afterwards  if  ho  chooses-- 
I  will  then  say  what  I  havo  lo  say  in  regard  to  those  extracts.  But  while  it 
stands  bofore  tho  House,  intended  os  a  stigma  upon  mo,  and  suslainod  by  an 
argument  without  precedent  in  parliamentary  history,  ho  cannot  expoel  mo 
to  say  more  than  I  have  dono.  I  boliovo  not  only  my  friends,  but  tho 
gontlemon  on  tho  other  sido  of  tho  House,  who  have  a  senso  of  honor,  boliovo 
that  my  position  is  oorreot.  I  know  that  some  of  them  regard  my  statement 
made  on  tho  third  day  of  tho  session  as  full  and  satisfactory,  and  all  that, 
undor  the  ciroumslancos,  it  was  proper  for  mo  lo  indicate. 
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“For  gentlemen  now  to  press  this  mutter ;  to  agitato  tho  country;  to 
spread  those  oxtracls  all  over  the  south,  and  to  charge  tho  sentiments  of  this 
book  upon  me,  and  my  associates  hero;  to  proolaim,  day  aftor  day,  that  tho 
Republicans  entertain  those  sontimonls  and  indorse  them,  is  not  that 
ingonuous,  candid  arid  manly  course  which  a  groat  party  like  the  Doniooratio 
party  ought  to  pursue,  While  we  may  conduct  our  political  quarrels  with 
heat,  and  discuss  mattors  with  zeal  and  determination,  it  ought  to  bo  done 
will*  fairness  and  frankness.  Tito  mode  in  which  this  resolution  has  been 
pressed  bofore  the  country,  and  I,  with  mv  hands  tied  and  my  lips  sealed 
as  a  candidate,  havo  boon  arraigned  day  by  day,  is  without  a  precedent,  not 
only  in  history  but  in  party  caucuses,  in  slate  legislatures,  in  state  conven¬ 
tions  or  anywhoro  also. 

“I  said  when  I  rose  tho  other  day  that  my  public  opinions  were  on 
record.  I  say  so  now.  Gentlemen  upon  tho  other  side  have  said  that 
Ihoy  have  examined  that  record  to  ascertain  what  my  political  opinions 
wore.  They  will  look  in  vain  for  anything  to  oxcilo  insurrection,  to  disturb 
the  peace,  It)  invade  the  rights  of  the  slates,  to  alienate  the  north  and  south 
from  each  other,  or  to  loosen  the  ties  of  fraternal  fellowship  by  which  our 
people  have  been  ami  should  bo  bound  together.  I  am  for  (ho  Union  and 
tho  constitution,  with  all  tho  compromises  under  which  it  was  formed,  and 
all  tho  obligations  which  it  imposes.  This  has  always  boon  my  position; 
and  those  opinions  havo  boon  avowed  by  me  on  this  floor  and  stand  now 
upon  your  records.  Who  has  brought  anything  from  that  record  against  mo 
that  is  worthy  of  answer?  .  .  . 

“I  havo  never  sought  to  Invade  tho  rights  of  tho  southern  slates.  I 
havo  novor  sought  to  trample  upon  tho  rights  of  citizens  of  tho  southern 
states.  1  have  my  idea  about  slavory  in  the  territories,  and  at  tho  proper 
lime  and  in  tho  proper  way  I  am  willing  to  discuss  tho  question.  1  never 
made  hut  one  speech  on  tho  subject  of  slavery,  and  that  was  in  reference  to 
what  1  regarded  as  an  improper  remark  made  by  President  Pierce  in  1850. 
1  then  spread  upon  tho  record  my  opinions  on  tho  subject ;  and  1  havo  found 
no  man  to  call  them  into  question.  They  are  tho  opinions  of  tho  body  of 
the  Republicans.  They  are  tho  opinions  which  I  now  entertain.  Gentlemen 
arc  at  liberty  to  discuss  Iheso  questions  as  much  as  thoy  choose,  and  I  will 
hour  my  share  of  tho  responsibility  for  entertaining  these  opinions.  ]lnt  1 
now  speak  to  my  personal  rcoord.  .  .  . 

“Again  these  gentlemen,  while  publishing  in  their  speeches  all  over  the 
country  that  l  am  in  ofToot  a  traitor,  etc.,  by  implication,  it  is  true,  disavow¬ 
ing,  as  I  am  glad  to  say  oaoh  of  them  have  done,  any  design  to  bo  personally 
offensive,  but  hi  a  way  that  answors  the  same  purpose;  yet  when  called 
upon  to  show  proofs  or  specifications,  thoy  fail  to  do  so  ;  and  tho  only  act 
for  which  I  havo  boon  arraigned  bofore  tho  Amorican  people  is  that,  in  a 
moment  wlion  I  was  sitting  here,  busy  at  my  desk,  and  one  of  my  friends, 
mid  late  a  Member  of  this  House,  camo  to  mo  and  asked  mo  to  sign  a  paper 
recommending  tho  publication  of  apolitical  Lraot ;  that,  when  I  authorized 
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my  namo  lo  bn  put  to  that  recommendation,  by  that  very  act  I  became  a 
traitor  and  would  place  the  torch  in  the  hands  of  the  incendiary.  1  say  this 
is  not  fair  argument.  And  ]  again  repeat  that  if  the  Member  from  Missouri 
(Mr.  Chirk)  desires  to  know  what  my  sontimonts  are  in  regard  to  tho  extracts 
read  at  the  clerk’s  {aide,  the  only  portion  of  the  Iiolpor  book  I  have  soon  or 
read,  1  will  give  them  if  ho  will  remove  a  menace  from  mo.  I  novor  did  do 
anything  under  menace.  1  never  will.  It  is  not  in  my  blood  and  these 
genllomon  cannot  put  it  there.” 

Mr.  Clark  rose  to  speak,  bat  I  continued  : 

“Tho  gentleman  will  oxouso  me,  I  have,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned  in 
this  contest,  been  quiet  and  patient.  I  desiro  to  seo  an  organization  of  tho 
House  opposed  to  tho  administration.  1  think  it  is  our  highost  duty  to 
invostigato,  to  examino  and  analyze  tho  modo  in  which  the  executive  powers 
of  this  government  have  been  administered  for  a  fow  years  past.  That 
Is  my  desire.  Yes  sir,  I  said  horo,  in  tho  first  remark  1  made,  that  I  did 
not  believe  the  .slavery  question  would  come  up  nt  all  during  this  ses¬ 
sion.  L  cnino  hero  with  the  expectation  that  we  would  havo  a  business 
session,  tlmt  wo  would  examine  into  the  business  affairs  of  this  government, 
and  tlmt  we  would  analyze  the  causes  of  tho  increased  expenditures  of  the 
government  and  the  proper  measures  of  redress  and  retroiiehment.  I  did 
not  believe  that  tlu»  sluvevy  question  would  come  up,  and  but  for  tho 
unfortunate  affair  of  Brown  at  Harper's  Kerry,  I  did  not  believe  tlioro  would 
bo  any  feeling  on  the  subject.  Northern  Members  came  hero  with  kindly 
feelings,  no  man  approving  tho  foray  of  John  lirown  and  every  man  willing 
to  say  so  ;  ovory  man  willing  lo  admit  it  ns  an  act  of  lawless  violence.  Wo 
canto  horo  hoping  tlmt,  at  this  lime  of  ponco  and  quiet,  wo  might  examine, 
inquiro  into,  and  pass  upon,  practical  measures  of  legislation  tending  to 
harmonize  the  conflicting  oiemonts  of  the  government  and  strengthen  tho 
bonds  of  Union.  The  interests  of  a  great  and  growing  peoplo  present  prac¬ 
tical  questions  onough  to  lax  tho  ability  and  patriotism  of  ns  all. 

“Such  was  our  duly ;  hut  the  moment  we  arrived  horo  —  boforo,  sir,  wo 
had  oven  a  formal  vote,  —  this  question  of  slavery  was  raised  by  tho  intro¬ 
duction  of  tho  resolution  of  tho  gentleman  from  Missouri.  It  has  had  tho 
offoet  of  exciting  the  public  mind  with  an  irritating  controversy.  It  1ms 
impaired  the  public  credit  and  retarded  iho  public  business.  Tho  dobnlo 
founded  upon  it  1ms  boon  unjust,  offensive,  wrong,  not  only  to  Die  Repub¬ 
licans  here,  not  only  to  those  with  whom  I  not,  but  lo  all  our  common  con¬ 
stituents,  north  and  south.  The  gontlomon  who  havo  advocated  that  resolu¬ 
tion  have  stirred  up  bad  blood,  and  all  beeauso  cortain  gontlomon  havo 
recommended  that  a  compilation  bo  made  of  a  book.  Even  yot  we  may  re¬ 
trieve  tho  loss  of  valuablo  lime.  Wo  could  now  go  lo  work,  organize  this 
House  and  administer  the  powers  of  this  House  with  fairness  and  impartiality. 

“In  conclusion,  lot  me  say  that  by  no  act  or  effort  havo  I  sought  tho 
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position  I  now  occupy  boforo  tiio  Ilouso.  Tim  honor  was  londerod  mo  by 
the  gonorous  confidents  and  partiality  of  those  with  whom  it  hsis  boon  my 
pride  to  net,  politically.  Thoir  conduct  in  this  irritating  controversy  has 
justified  my  attachment. 

“If  1  shall  over  reach  tho  speaker's  chair,  it  will  bn  with  untrumnieled 
hands  and  with  an  honest  purpose  to  disehnrgo  evory  duly  in  the  spirit 
which  tho  oath  of  ollico  enjoins  ;  and  to  organizo  the  House  with  reference 
to  tho  rights  and  interests  of  every  section,  the  pence  and  prosperity  of  the 
whole  Union,  and  tho  efficient  discharge  of  all  the  business  of  the  govern¬ 
ment.  And  whenever  friends  who  hnvo  so  gallantly  and  liberally  sustained 
mo  thus  far  believe  that  my  name  in  any  way  presents  an  obstacle  to  suc¬ 
cess,  it  is  my  sincere  wish  that  they  should  adopt  some  other.  Whenever 
any  one  of  my  political  friends  can  combine  a  greater  number  of  votes  than 
I  have  boon  honored  with,  or  sufficient  to  clod  him  by  a  majority  or 
plurality  rule,  I  will  not  stand  in  this  position  ono  hour;  I  will  retire  from 
the  field,  arid  yield  to  any  other  gentleman  with  whom  I  act,  tho  barren 
honors  of  the  speaker's  chair;  and  1  premise  my  friends  a  grateful  recogni¬ 
tion  of  tho  unsolicited  honor  conferred  upon  mo,  and  :t  zealous  and  earnest 
cooperation.” 

Ponding  the  voto  on  (lie  811th  Imllot  and  befovo  it  was 
announced,  Hobevfc  Mallory,  of  Kentucky,  an  American,  ap¬ 
pealed  to  tho  Democrats  to  vote  for  William  hi.  II.  Smith,  of 
North  Carolina,  also  an  American,  which  would  elect  him. 
Tho  Democrats  thereupon  changed  their  votes  to  Mr.  Smith, 
making  many  speeches  in  explanation  of  their  action.  Per¬ 
ceiving  that  this  would  elect  Mr.  Smith  T  arose  and  for  the 
first  lime  east,  my  ballot  for  speaker,  voting  for  Mr.  Corwin. 
Throo  other  Members  who  had  voted  for  Mr.  Smith  changed 
thoir  votes,  which  dol'cated  the  election  on  that  ballot. 

Arier  this  voto  I  conferred  with  Davis  and  Ctoorgo  Rriggs, 
of  New  York,  Americans,  and  Admin.  I  had  the  positive 
assurance  of  tJieso  three  gontlemon  that  if  I  would  withdraw 
they  would  vote  for  William  Pennington,  of  New  Jorscy,  and 
finis  soenre  a  Republican  organization  of  tho  Douse.  I  re¬ 
ferred  this  proposition  to  my  Republican  associates,  and  a 
majority  of  thorn  were  opposed  to  any  cliango.  Francis  15. 
Spinner,  of  New  York,  said  he  never  would  change  his  vote 
from  mo,  and  Thaddens  Stovens  said  he  never  would  do  so 
until  tlie  crack  of  doom.  When  afterwards  reinindod  of  this 
Mr.  Stevens  said  he  thought  he  “heard  it  cracking.” 
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1  folk  the  responsibility,  hut.  on  the  30tU  of  ,himnivy,  Isilu.  I 
determined  to  withdraw.  In  doing  so  1  made  (ho  following 
remarks,  as  printed  in  the  '‘Congressional  Globe:” 

“ijv,  cleric —  [Loud  cries  of  dtowu,’  ‘Down,’  ‘Order,’  ‘Order,’  *  1  >  l 
us  have  tlio  question,’  ote.j  Light  weeks  ago,  1  was  honored  by  ll>.« 
votes  of  a  largo  plumlity*  of  my  fellow  Members  for  the  high  oflico  of  speak.? 
of  this  House.  Sinoo  that  timo  they  liavo  adhored  to  their  ohoie.*  w iih  « 
fidelity  Hint  1ms  won  my  devotion  and  respect;  mid,  us  I  believe,  the  uppi*- 
bnlion  of  tlmir  constituents.  They  have  stood  undismayed  amidst  dir.nl--  «f 
disunion  and  disorganization  ;  conscious  of  the  rectitude  of  (heir  pui  pm  •  - , 
warm  in  their  attachment  lo  the  constitution  and  Union,  and  obedient,  to  ik.» 
rules  of  order  and  tho  laws.  They  have  boon  silent,  firm,  manly,  tin 
the  other  hand,  thoy  have  seen  their  anoiont  adversary  and  Ihnir  «n.l, 
natural  adversary,  reviving  nnow  tho  fires  of  sectional  discord,  and  In- -k. 
into  fvagmonts.  They  have  seen  some  of  them  shielding  IheniNelvr-  h 
hind  a  written  combination  to  provont  tho  majority  of  tho  House  from  |*». 
Scribing  rules  for  its  organization.  Thoy  have  heard  others  openly  j-i-- 
nounco  threats  of  disunion;  proclaim  that  if  a  Republiean  be  «I»»L 
ideoloil  President  of  tho  United  Slates,  thoy  would  lour  down  the*  f»  « 
fabric  of  our  rights  and  liberties,  and  break  up  llm  union  of  (hem*  stun 
And  now  wo  liavo  seen  our  ancient  adversary,  broken,  dispersed  and  -I 
organized,  unite  in  supporting  a  gentleman  who  was  elected  to  t\.>. 
gross  us  an  American,  in  open,  avowed  opposition  to  the  Democratic  »*ig>o.i 
•/.ntion. 

“1  should  regret  exceedingly,  and  believe  it  would  bo  a  national  ndm-. 
ity,  to  have  anyone  who  is  a  supporter,  directly  or  indirectly,  of  (hr  *»-i 
ministration,  or  who  owes  it  any  allegiunoo,  favor  or  affection,  neenpt <«.*.• 
a  position  of  iinportanoo  or  prominence  in  this  House.  1  would  n-gni.l 
us  a  publio  calamity  to  liavo  tho  power  of  this  House  placed,  dim-lb  •• 
indirectly,  under  tlio  control  of  tliis  administration.  It  would  bo,  it  r-  •  >.  - 
to  mo.  a  fatal  policy  to  trust  the  power  of  this  House  lo  the  oonln-l  •  $ 
gentlemen  who  have  proclaimed  that  under  any  circumstances,  or  in  mi., 
event,  they  would  dissolve  tho  union  of  these  stab's.  For  this  reuw.h  v.- 
would  bo  wanting  in  our  duty  to  our  God  and  our  country,  if  we  did  !>••« 
avert  such  a  result  of  this  Contest.  I  rogard  it  ns  (lie  highest  duly  »•* 
patriotism  to  submergo  personal  foolings,  lo  sueriflco  all  personal  prefeirm  •  - 
and  all  private  interests,  lo  the  good  of  our  common  country.  1  said  ln-«.  „ 
few  clays  ago,  and  I  always  stood  in  the  position,  that  when  1  became  • 
vineed  that  any  of  my  political  friends  or  associates  could  receive  fuiih** 
support  outside  of  tho  Republican  organization,  I  would  retire  from  (lie  In  M 
and  yield  to  him  tlio  honor  of  the  position  that  tho  partiality  of  friend*  I  •»- 
assigned  to  mo.  1  boliovo  that  lime  1ms  now  arrived.  1  believe  dial  « 
greater  concentration  can  now  be  made  on  another  gentleman,  who,  from  the 
beginning,  lias  acted  with  me. 
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“Thorufore,  I  l-ospootfully  withdraw-  mv  name  as  n  cnndidalo.  And  til 
doing  so,  allow  me  to  return  my  heartfolt  thunks  for  Iho  gonorous  and 
hearty  support  of  all  my  political  friends,  and  especially  to  thoso  gentlemon 
with  whom  J  liavo  not  the  tio  of  a  party  name,  but  the  higher  one  of  a  com* 
mon  purpose  and  sympathy.  Arid  if  1  can  aslc  of  them  ono  more  favor, 
it  would  be  that  in  an  unbroken  column,  with  an  unfaltering  front  and 
umvavorinu  line,  each  of  them  will  cast  Ins  vole  in  favor  of  any  one  of 
our  number  who  can  command  the  highest  vote,  or  who  oan  he  uleoted 
speaker  of  this  Ifouse.” 

A  ballot  was  immediately  takon,  but,  much  i.o  my  elmgi'in, 
tlio  gentlemon  mimed  did  not.  change  their  votes,  and  Mr. 
Ponnington  still  lucked  three  voles  ot  an  election.  1  again  ap¬ 
pealed  to  Davis  and  lll'iggs,  and  linally,  on  the  1st  of  l>'obruary, 
Mr.  I'ennington  received  (heir  votes.  The  result  was  an- 
nouneed;  Pennington,  117  voles;  McClcrnand,  85;  Gilmer,  lli; 
10  scattering;  giving  Ponnington  a  majority  of  one,  and  thus, 
after  a,  long  and  violent  contest,  a  Republican  was  elected 
speaker  of  tho  House  of  Representatives. 

I  was  entirely  satisiiod  with  the  result.  I  hud  recoived 
every  Republican  vote  am!  t.iio  votes  of  a  largo  number  of  anti- 
Nebraska  Democrats  and  Americans.  No  cloud  rested  upon 
me,  no  allegation  of  misconduct  or  unfitness  was  mado  against 
mo.  I  would  have  been  easily  and  quickly  elected  blit,  for  the 
abnormal  excitement  created  by  Brown’s  invasion  and  t.lio  bit¬ 
terness  of  political  antagonism  existing  at  that  time.  Many 
Members  who  felt  it  their  duty  to  opposo  my  eloction,  subse¬ 
quently  expressed  tlieir  regrot  that  T  was  not.  olected.  I  laid 
voted  for  Mr.  Pennington  during  the  contest,  had  a  high  respect, 
for  him  as  a  gentleman  of  character  and  influence,  long  a 
chancellor  of  his  state,  and  a  good  Republican. 

When  the  canvass  was  over,  T  felt  a  sense  of  rolief.  During 
its  continuance,  I  hud  remained,  with  rare  exceptions,  silent, 
though  strongly  tempted,  by  political  criticism,  to  engago  in 
the  debato.  I  had,  during  the  struggle,  full  opportunity  to 
estimate  the  capacity  and  qualifications  of  different  Membors 
for  committee  positions,  and  had  the  committees  substantially 
framed,  wlion  Pennington  was  elected.  I  handed  the  list  to 
him,  for  which  he  thanked  me  kindly,  saying  that  he  had  but 
little  knowledge  of  the  personal  qnalilicalions  of  the  Members. 


With  some  modifications,  made  necessary  by  my  defeat  and 
liis  election  as  speaker,  be  adopted  tho  list,  as  his  own.  Ho 
designated  me  as  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  of  which  T  had  not  previously  been  a  moniber. 

The  organization  of  the  House  wns  not  completed  until  tho 
9th  day  of  Fobrnary,  18(>0.  Tito  ofliccrs  designated  by  the  lie- 
publicans  were  generally  elected.  Congress  seemed  to  appre¬ 
ciate  tho  necessity  of  prompt  and  vigorous  action  on  the 
business  of  the  session.  Still,  whatever  question  was  pending, 
political  topics  were  the  object  of  debate,  bill,  wore  rarely  acted 
upon,  as  the  condition  of  the  House  prevented  anything  liko 
political  action.  Nearly  all  the  measures  adopted  wero  of  a 
lion -political  character.  The  chief  work  of  the  session  was 
devoted  to  appropriations,  ami  the  preparation  and  enactment 
of  a  tariff  hi  11.  At  that  timo,  the  great  body  of  legislation  was 
referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  which  then 
had  charge  of  all  appropriations  and  of  all  tax  laws,  and  whoso 
chairman  was  recognized  as  the  leader  of  tho  House,  practi¬ 
cally  controlling  the  order  of  its  business. 

13y  the  18t,h  of  March,  1  was  able  to  say,  in  behalf  of  the 
committee,  that  all  the  annual  appropriation  bills  were  ready 
for  tlio  consideration  of  tho  House,  and  promised  that  if  tho 
House  would  sustain  the  committee,  all  these  hills  could  bo 
passed  before  the  meeting  of  the  Charleston  convention.  Not¬ 
withstanding  the  partisan  bitterness  which  was  exhibited 
against  me  while  I  was  a  candidate  for  speaker,  1  had  no  cause 
to  complain  of  a  want  of  support,  by  the  House,  in  the  measures 
roported  from  that  committee.  Since  then  tho  work  of  that 
committee  has  been  distributed  among  a  number  of  committees. 

Tho  first  political  contest  was  caused  by  a  message  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Buchanan,  protesting  against  action  under  a  resolution  by 
the  House  of  Representatives,  passed  on  the  6th  of  March,  pro¬ 
viding  for  a  committee  of  five  members,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
speaker,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  “whether  tho  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States,  or  any  other  officer  of  the  govern¬ 
ment,  has,  by  money,  patronage,  or  otlior  improper  means, 
sought  to  influence  the  action  of  Congress  for  or  against  the 
passage  of  any  law  pertaining  to  the  rights  of  any  state  or 
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territory.”  The  committee  appointed  camo  to  be  commonly 
Itiiown  as  the  covode  committee. 

This  message  was  regarded  as  a  plain  interference  with  the 
Unquestionable  power  of  the  House  to  investigate  tho  conduct 
of  any  officer  of  the  government,  a  process  absolutely  necessary 
to  enable  the  blouse  to  exercise  the  power  of  impeachmont. 
TJpon  tho  reeoption  of  tho  message  I  immediately  replied  to  it, 
und  a  general  debate  arose  upon  a  motion  to  refer  it  to  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary.  That  motion  was  adopted  and  tho 
committee  reported  a  resolution  in  the  following  words,  which 
Was  finally  adopted  after  debate,  by  a  vote  of  S3  yeas  and  -10 
nays: 

“ Resolved,  That  llio  Umisc  dissents  from  (1m  dooli'incs  of  dm  special 
Miessngo  of  tlm  President  of  tlio  Unilcxl  , Stales  of  28,  180(1 ; 

“That  tlio  oxUmi  of  power  eonlcmpluted  in  dm  adoption  of  dm  ronolu- 
Cions  of  inquiry  of  March  5,  1800,  is  necessary  to  tho  proper  discharge  of  tho 
oonstitutionnl  dudos  devolved  upon  Congress  ; 

“Tlmt  judicial  determinations,  tho  opinions  of  former  Presidents  and 
Uniform  usago,  sanction  its  exorcise;  and 

“That  to  abandon  it  would  leave  the  executive  department  of  die 
government  without  supervision  or  responsibility,  and  would  bo  likely  to 
load  to  a  concentration  of  power  in  the  hands  of  tho  President,  dangerous 
to  the  rights  of  »  boo  people.” 

This  resolution  was  regarded  as  a  sevoro  reproach  to  the 
President,  who  was  not  content  to  let  tho  matter  rest  there,  but 
on  tho  20t.li  of  Juno  sent  to  the  House  of  Kopresontativcs,  a 
mossage  restating  t.ho  position  in  his  former  message,  lie  de¬ 
nounced  the  proceedings  of  that  cmnmiU.eo  as  u  violation  of 
fclio  letter  and  spirit  of  the  constitution.  Hilt,  for  tho  lateness 
of  the  session  tho  message  would  have  been  the  , subject  of 
sevoro  aiiimadvorsion.  Lato  as  it  was  IJcmjiuniu  .Stanton,  of 
Ohio,  entered  his  protest,  and  moved  that  the  messago  bo  re¬ 
ferred  to  a  select  committco  of  five,  with  power  lo  report  at 
die  noxt  session.  This,  after  a  brief  debate,  was  adopted. 

During  the  entire  session,  while  the  current  bnsinoss  was 
progressing  rapidly,  the  political  questions  involved  in  tho 
ponding  presidential  canvass,  the  topics  o!  Kansas  and  slavery, 
were  frequently  obtruded  into  the  debate.  On  tho  23rd  of 
April,  William  T.  Avery,  a  Democratic  Member  from  Tennessee 
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charged  that  “an  overwhelming  majority  of  the  Uepublican 
party  in  this  House,  headed  by  Mr.  Sherman — in  fact,  every 
member  of  that  party  present  when  the  vote  was  taken,  ex¬ 
cepting  some  fourteen  or  fifteen — indorsed  the  doetrino  of  the 
abolition  of  shivery  everywhere.” 

In  the  course  of  a  reply  to  this  charge  I  said: 

“I  think  Chore  is  not  a  Member  on  this  side  of  the  House  who  is  not  now 
willing  to  make  the  declaration  broadly,  openly,  Unit  ho  is  opposed  to  any 
interference  whatever  with  tho  relations  of  master  and  slave  in  (ho  slave 
slates.  Wo  do  boliovo  that  Congress  has  llm  power  to  prohibit  slavery  in 
tho  territories;  and  whonovor  tlio  oeeasion  oilers,  whenever  tho  proper 
time  arrives,  whonovor  tlio  question  arises,  wo  are  in  favor  of  exorcising  llmt 
power,  if  nocossury,  to  prevent  tho  extension  of  slavery  into  freo  territory. 
Wo  are  frank  and  open  upon  this  subject.  But  wo  never  did  proposo,  and 
do  not  now  proposo,  to  intorfero  with  slavery  in  tlio  slave  stales.  I  hopo 
Urn  gontleman  will  put  theso  observations  in  his  spoeoli,  so  that  tlio  gcnllo* 
mail’s  constituents  may  seo  that  wo ‘black  Republicans’  are  not  so  very' 
desirous  of  interfering  with  thoir  interests  or  rights,  but  only  desirous  of 
preserving  our  own.” 

Mr.  Ashmore  inquired  :  “Avo  yon  not  in  favor  of  abolishing 
slavery  in  tlio  District  of  Columbia  II” 

I  replied : 

“  I  lmvo  staled  to  my  constituents,  over  and  over  again,  that  I  am  opposed 
to  iutorforonco  with  shivery  in  tho  District  of  Columbia.  That  is  my  in* 
dividual  position,  The  Republican  parly  never  took  a  position  on  tho 
subject.  Somo  are  for  it,  and  some  against  it.  1  lmvo  declared  lo  my 
constituents,  ovor  and  over  again,  that  1  die!  not  think  it  proper  to  agitato 
tho  question  of  tho  abolition  of  slavery  in  iho  District  of  Columbia;  because 
I  boliove  that  (his  is  the  very  paradise  of  tho  free  negro,  1  boliovo  that, 
practically,  though  not  legally,  ho  is  better  off  in  the  District  than  in  any 
portion  of  tho  United  Slatos.  There  are  but  few  slaves  hero,  and  tho  number 
is  decreasing  daily.  As  an  institution,  slavery  Scarcely  exists  lioi-o,  and  I 
am  willing  lo  leave  it  lo  the  effect  of  time.” 

On  the  12th  of  March,  18G0,  Justin  S.  Morrill,  of  Vermont, 
by  instruction  of  tho  committee  of  ways  and  means,  reported 
a  bill  “to  provide  for  tho  payment  of  outstanding  treasury 
notes,  to  authorize  a  loan,  to  regulato  and  fix  duties  on  im¬ 
ports,  and  for  other  purposes”  This  became  the  law  com¬ 
monly  known  as  the  Morrill  tariff  act,  which,  from  the  time 
of  its  introduction  to  this  day,  has  been  the  subject  of  debate, 
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amendment.,  criticism  and  praise.  It  was  referred  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  its  con¬ 
sideration  occupied  a  large  portion  of  the  remainder  of  the  ses¬ 
sion.  Nearly  ono  hundred  Members  entered  into  the  debate 
and  some  of  them  made  several  speeches  upon  the  subject. 
Being  at  the  time  much  occupied  with  tho  appropriation  hills, 
I  did  not  give  mnch  attention  to  the  debato,  but  luid  taken  part 
in  the  preparation  of  the  bill  in  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  and  concurred,  with  ruro  exceptions,  in  tho  principles 
and  details  of  tho  measure. 

Mr.  Morrill  was  eminently  fitted  to  propavo  a  tariff  hill. 
Ho  had  been  engaged  in  trade  ami  com  more, o,  was  a  1na.11  of 
sound  judgmont,  perfectly  impartial  and  honest,.  Itoprcsciit.ing 
a  small  agricultural  state,  lie  was  not  biased  by  sectional  find¬ 
ing  or  tho  interests  of  bis  c.oiisfitnoiifs.  1 1  o  regarded  f.lio  f.urilT 
as  not  only  a  method  of  taxation,  lint  as  a.  modo  of  protection  to 
existing  industries  in  tho  United  Statos  with  a  view  to  onc.onr- 
age  and  increase  domestic  production.  He  was  inodevato  in  his 
opinions,  kind  and  fair  in  expressing  them,  and  willing  to  listen 
with  patiouco  to  any  proposition  of  amendment.  Uo  still  lives 
at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-five,  and  has  boon,  during  all 
the  long  poriod  silica  the  report  of  the  bill  named  after  him,  It. 
this  time,  in  public  lifo,  and  still  retains  tho  coulideneo  and 
affoction  of  his  constituents  and  bis  colleagues. 

I  dill  not  participate  in  the  dobato  until  tho  time  came, 
whon,  in  the  judgment  of  the  ooininittco  of  ways  and  moans,  if 
was  nocessary  to  dispose  of  tho  bill,  eii.hor  by  its  passage  or 
dofeat.  On  tho  7th  of  May,  18(11),  tho  hill  being  hoforo  tho 
House,  I  niovod  that  all  dobato  on  it  should  cooso  lit  ono 
o’clock  the  next  day.  Homo  opposition  was  evinced,  but  V.lio 
motion  was  adopted.  1  then  liiudo  my  lirst  speech  upon  the 
subject  of  Hie  tariff.  The  introductory  paragraphs  stato  f.lio 
f.hon  condition  of  tho  treasury  ns  follows: 

“Tim  rnvemio  not  of  Marsh  11,  JHEi7,  tvliieh  it  in  now  propound  to  repeal, 
1ms  proved  In  lu,  u  orudo,  ill-advised,  and  ill-digested  meimuro.  It  was 
lmvor  anted  upon  in  detail  in  oillmr  brunoli  of  Congress,  but  was  tlm  result 
of  n  oommilleo  of  nonforonon  in  tho  last  days  of  tlm  suasion,  and  was 
finally  paysntl  by  a  combination  of  hostile  interests  ami  sentiments.  It  was 
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adopted  at  a  lime  of  inflated  prices,  when  the  treasury  was  overflowing 
witli  revenue.  When  Hml  condition  of  affairs  censed,  it  failed  to  fuinihli 
ordinary  revenue,  and  by  its  incidental  effects  operated  injuriously  to  nearly 
every  brancli  of  industry. 

“Ttwont  into  operation  on  llio  1st  of  July,  T857.  At  tlmt  time  there 
was  in  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  a  balance  of  $17,710,114.  The 
ninouul  of  the  public  debt  Ihon  remaining  unpaid,  nono  of  which  was  then 
due,  was  a  little  over  $20,000,000.  So  that  thcro  was  in  the  treasury  of  tho 
Unitod  Status,  when  the  tariff  act  of  1857  wont  into  operation,  nearly  enough 
to  hnvo  paid  two-lliirds  of  the  public  debt.  Within  ono  your  from  that  time, 
tbo  piiblio  debt  wns  increased  to  $44,910,777. 

“  On  tho  1st  of  .1  illy,  1850,  tho  public  debt  had  inorcased  to  $58,754,099. 
On  tho  1st  of  May,  1800,  ns  nearly  as  I  can  ascertain,  the  public  debt  lmd 
risen  to  $05,681,099.  Tho  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  first  of  July  next, 
as  ostimuted  bj'  mo,  will  Iks  $1,010,340. 

“  Under  tho  operation  of  tho  tariff  of  1857,  tho  deficit  in  tho  revenue  is 
ovor  $52,000,000.  It  may  be  staled  thus : 

Balance  in  tlm  treasury,  July  1,  1857 .  $17,710,114 

Balance  in  tho  treasury,  July  1,  I860,  estimated .  1,019,340 

"$15/70035 

Amount  of  public  debt  May  I,  1860 .  $65,081,100 

Amount  of  public  debt  July  1,  1857 .  20,000,386  30,020,813 

$52,411,578 

It  was  manifest  from  tlicse  statomonfs  that  there  was  an 
imperative  necessity  for  the  passage  of  somo  measnro  to  in¬ 
crease  tho  revonues.  We  could  hardly  hope  that,  in  the  excited 
stato  of  tho  public  mind  and  the  known  position  of  the  Sen¬ 
ate,  the  bill  could  pass  at  tlmt  session.  Tbo  government  lmd 
beon  conducted  for  tbreo  years  by  borrowing  money  in  time  of 
peace.  Tho  appropriations  bad  been  reduced  during  that  ses¬ 
sion  by  tho  committee  of  ways  and  means  below  the  estimates 
of  tho  treasury,  as  stated  by  me  to  tbo  House.  I  then  said: 

“Idosiro  how  to  say  that  tho  committee  of  ways  and  means,  who  have 
had  clmrgu  of  appropriation  bills,  have  ondeavorod,  faithfully  and  honestly, 
without  regard  to  party  divisions  —  and  all  parlies  in  this  llouso  arc  repro* 
sonted  in  that  committee  —  to  out  down  the  appropriations  to  tlio  lowest 
practicable  point ;  and  thus  to  reduce  tho  expenses  of  (he  government.  I 
liavo  boforo  me  a  table  showing  that,  upon  tho  estimates  submitted  to  us,  by 
tho  Seorolnry  of  tho  Treasury,  for  tho  ordinary  expenses  of  the  government, 
we  have  been  able  to  reduce  the  amount  about  $1,230,000.” 


Artur  a  niivfiil  Mliili'iin'iif  nf  (Ini  i'Miiililinii  nf  ( In*  liviiMiry 
iiml  till'  uiTiwil V  fur  furllii'i'  I  r\]Ht,--'>i,il  lliiii  ii|‘iiiii*ii 

nf  l.lm  iii'inl i iifj;  bill: 

“  III  my  jinlyiiulit,  Mr.  MuniH'i  lull  i«  u  tfn-ill  im|*ritvwiii'Ht  mi  llin  tariff 

,.f  lsr>7.  ’ll  in  llll.v.*  ■••■Itllill.  Il  11  IIMTI-  .ll-Hlll i>-.  lu-iw-1  «|..-.-ilto  .lull.-’.. 

Tlii'ii*  is  iifitiihiT  i«'«suit  win  if  i**  limn  lit*-  Imiff  »•(  I Tlinl  tariff  in 

mmli'  U|i  nf  mill  itirmn  .-ni.-iil  Tit*’  nf  t*Mf*  in  t««* 

tiii< I  in  wnim  .n  j|»>  >11  H.*W*  is  m  Um.  ut.l.  ».  Tt»»w. 


rupm-t  »  tm-ifT  lull  viiiifli  hiII  |>i<n|m<  «  wl..l  tuj.u  .  iu. 

imy  iiuliiMriul  iuh*rr»t.  I  1  ^ •'  eImi  it  •»  *<  »->  .). *1.1.  **.» 

Ill'll  fur  lltlt  Ifft'ltl  iln|lislf ii'i  Ilf  Ii^'tii  iillnlu,  Mprtiu.i...  ,  nii-l  .  m.u,.w  .  . 
whii'li  liu  ut  iiio  l.iiMi  i>f  tin'  |.f « i v  .  ....uti . 

Mi1.  Morrill  jutrl  it-ipul i->l  m  llin  * h *h.*. I < ■  l.<,  I.urj  I,ul  ,  |..,u 
si ul ihiiimiKs  in  re>|ircf  lo  Hit-  rlrl.ulMif  Hu*  1-df  tin  u,r  s«||  (,f 
M  it.V,  l  Sl.(  I,  ]  i  m  Miii.l,  in  I  lie  rum  <•  nf  "h  jin  i  •  i  i'lmii  L  t  ii  |  **  in  (Im  1  till ; 

”1  lliihK  if  1  III*  t'p'Utl.Mii.ui  n»||  .H. til."  (!•>->  ?..1| I,.-  .mil  #8.,1  |Kai 
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rntluM*  Invar.  limn  tlmv  i*r«»  n«a\;  l*»ii  I- hi**  to  .«  I.iiy.-  ru.-ut  -j..  ••  ill*-,  ill,- y 
will  nrmc  »f  Krfiil  mini*  ll»>*  .  |..  .mi  i„««, 

Icrt*,  UH  wail  Hi  In  tin-  mt-ntu*  i  m..|  I....IU  ,  . . I*.  v.U  !"■  t*.  «  v.v 

nXh-nl  ulivinb-il,  wliirli  nr.*  imu  •••i  •  */-•> .  »/*  n\  .l.-in,  ,<1,.! 

wltinii  luo  i*  nimlc  onr  ^Hiaeianacit  nlu««.  *l  •  iju.it  <u  (iJ.uni  (Imt  of 
mill  utln-r  rnimlru—,  lln-ir  t.-\i  n«n*  luvi  .  .it.  .1  Ml.  ».•  fill.  .  . 

Tim  liiil,  ili'vpiii'  its  iticvil \u  -  u  ailril  unit  utt  fnim-t  uf 
iuiumkIhu'IiIs  fl'MiiMtll  !!»»»« -r.  Main  uf  I  In-  atiu-rnl- 

lHi*ll I M  wall'  it<l<‘jil nil,  null)  tin-  lull  lu-i  iunt-  ««  iti* *1  lli'il  ilml  Mr, 
Morrill, ilisc(iiiin).'('il  uinl  Mtui^-h  hhImh-1  arum  i  flu-  lull  us 
rl»lliK<'«l,  Wits  (li,M[»ii-.ril  hi  hImimImu  i?  h»  if  =  fall-  Mr  vta  (ml 
familiar  willi  Urn  riilf*,  un»l,  f»«r  tin*  lal-nud  muli-r  a 

lliwulvuillutfi'  in  till*  rumhtW  uf  Mu-  hill  1  In'lii'tiM  nnl  »,u|N 
in  llu*  turrits  iif  I  hi*  un-u>ni<\  hill  Mial  )•%  a  >  1 1 1 «  f  |  v 

in  nminlniin*  >\ilti  llu-  mli--,  il  ini;*lii  hr  u-  Imh-.i  miI.-Iuu* 
lilllly  US  il  wmm  li-pnilril  li\  (In*  nnimut tiM*.  T».  -iM-nii*  flt.il 

ufTerl  Mr.  Morrill  ulh-irrl  an  ainm<l»i<*nf  in  lln-  ualmc  uf  a 

Miilisl  il  tilt*  for  llm  hill,  To  Mail  l  oltrlril  >1  ,  ill!  >.  II Ill  I  til k-ll I  it 
hill  which  I'lulimlii’il  immh  .ill  nf  Ihi'  mit'iii.il  hill  .i .  l.'i.ntli-.f, 
willi  uni'll  liinililii'iilinn-  a.  iii'ii'  I'liilfiilli  f.i  1 1  <1  i-i|  h\  I  hi* 

1 1  iiiihi1,  wilhiiiil  iitTi’i-l  iii).;  llm  jti  imi.il  |.nmi).|.  ||M. 

Illl'ltHlltl'. 

Tlin  Villi',  Il  pirn  my  j.ii  I  i^l  i  I  it  1 1-  lii'iiiji  .  i  *  1 1  if  •!  *-.  I  in  |ihni.  i,|  t  In- 
sulml il  nl ti  nlToi'i'tl  h\  Mr.  Min  i  til.  lununlril  ,un  uiuriulnmnl  In 
my  iiiriciuliimiil  t> \i'i'[il-  In  milling  in  il  Tim  mult  nf  tl  ww. 
Illlll.  (In'  llnilfll',  lilt'll  llilll  I  In'  lung  1 1  iifj'h'.  anil  l*ulmiing 
Ilml.  llm  iiH'iiMni'i'  | Inin  itiimiiili  il  win  m  nli.l.umf  I  in-  -.tnm  ui 
llm  ui'igiuill  hill  ri'iinrli'il,  limillv  |.,.  ..l  llm  hill  mi  llm  Ittlli 
ility  nT  Mil}',  IHIllI,  hy  llm  \nln  nl  ln.'i  w.r.  In  III  ii.u  . 

A»  IlliH  MUH  my  I'il'lliihti.  I  ti'iimiufu't'  In  Inn ■■  i  .-li-ln .ilml  il, 
mil.  duly  iik  my  hill liility,  lull  ir.  llm  ihi\  im  v. hmli  llm  Vlnmll 
fni'ilT  hill  imwi'il  llm  limin'  nf  lli'|.H"  .'iil.ilnr 

Ww  Itimw  ti|inn  llm  |iu.-utgi'  nf  lln.  lull  lh.il  il  ii.uhl  m. I 
JII1KK  1.1 1 11  tMl'UllIc  (lui'ijtg  Illlll  .ii'i’-il .11.  Il  llu,  l.ih,.,,  II],  in  thill 
hinly,  ilnhiili.il  itl.  1'iiiinitli'nil ili<  huiglli,  iiinl  Im.illi .  .u,  |]m  ;;u||i 

uf  ilium,  il  wiik,  in  I'fTi'i-l,  . . . I  until  llm  m-vt  . inn 

I  llli|(lll.  ltM  W'I'II  Ill'll'  fnllnw  llm  Mnlllll  1,11  iff  lull  In  lls  (illlll 
juiKWigu  III,  Urn  tmyl.  simsimi  nf  llii-i  I'luigim.'., 
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Oil  film  u(f(h  of  I  It 1 1  *t  *  1  ti  Imi",  I  Slid,  Ml'.  Uutifrr,  (mill  On* 
miUno  on  liniiurn,  iiiuimiu  wns  rnfnnvil  1  lin  f;n  ifF  lull,  i  **|" 
il.  liiir.lc  \villi  a  rnroiuniniiiluluni  llml  it  hn  pu-l imni'il  mill 


Uli  ilny  oF  Murrli  follmvinj'.  This  "I1*,  in  t'lTrrl,  In  irjrr1 
hill,  us  (Niii^rpHM  ionuiimlril  on  I lntl  tl.n,  Tim  niiiiiinl t« 


iinanro,  and  a  uinjoi-rl.v  of  llm  KpiihIp  nr.  limn  I'nihl if  nir»l, 
i|i|io.sp<l  In  lltn  iiuss’ii^i*  nf  ( In*  lit II,  lull  (lu*  pip-  inn  ii 
niMifs,  (linn  i»|ipiiI,v  ( lunifpupil,  mu  hi  elm  up'il  eiip  j>nlu  u .d 
>lo\inil  of  I  lie  Si  ‘i  hi  I  p,  hy  Kip  n'-ij'UH  I  uni  <il  Smalm  m 

Mill  Ilf  of  I  III'  . . .  uf  1  lil'ir  :.|;i  ( ■  .  1  In  I  In-  I  M  Ii  of  .l.i  n 

S(i|,  M  r.  1  'll  IIIPl'iHI,  III  I  Vll  II  ‘\ I  Ml  II  ill .  lt|M\i-il  t>>  l.ilo-  MS'  III. 


nvinjf  \\  i'iIiji 
mniniif  h‘p  o 
nnloi*,  Mi*.  II 


nin  mi  ( Im  mi 
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was  fair,  just  and  conservative,  and  would,  in  peaceful  times, 
yield  about  850,000,000  a  year,  the  amount  of  national  expendi¬ 
tures  in  1860,  and,  at  the  same  time,  protect  and  strengthen  all 
existing  home  industries,  and  lay  the  foundation  for  great  in¬ 
crease  in  production.  It  was  destined,  however,  to  begin  its 
existence  at  a  period  of  revolution.  The  secession  of  eleven 
states  precipitated  the  war,  involving  enormous  expenditures, 
in  the  face  of  which  all  revenue  laws  were  inadequate  and 
powerless.  The  credit  of  the  government,  its  resources  mid 
capacity  for  taxation,  hud  to  he  appealed  to.  ilesort  was  had 
to  every  possible  mode  of  taxation  that  could  he  devised  by  the 
ingomiity  of  man,  to  supply  the  requirements  of  the  war,  and 
to  maintain  the  public  credit.  The  Morrill  tariff  act  was,  there¬ 
fore,  greatly  modified  by  subsequent  laws,  the  duties  doubled 
and  in  some  cases  trebled.  Internal  taxes,  yielding  twofold 
the  amount  collected  from  customs,  were  levied,  and  cheerfully 
paid,  and  duties  on  imported  goods  were  quickly  increased. 
The  details  of  this  act  became  the  victim  of  the  war,  hut  the 
general  principles  upon  which  it  was  founded,  the  application 
of  specific  duties  where  possible,  mid  tho  careful  protection 
oxtended  to  tho  products  of  the  soil  and  the  iniiio,  as  well  as 
of  the  workshop,  have  been  maintained  to  a  greater  or  less 
extent  until  the  present  lime. 

I  have  participated  in  framing  many  tariff  hills,  but  have 
liover  succeeded  in  securing  one  that  1  entirely  approved.  The 
Morrill  tariff  hill  came  nearer  than  any  other  to  meeting  the 
double  requirement  of  providing  ample  roveuuo  for  the  support, 
of  the  government  and  of  rendering  the  proper  protection  to 
homo  industries.  No  national  taxes,  except  duties  on  imported 
goods,  were  imposed  nt,  tho  time  of  its  passage.  Tho  Civil  War 
changed  all  this,  reducing  importations  and  adding  tenfold  to 
the  revenue  required.  The  government  was  justified  in  in¬ 
creasing  existing  rates  of  duty,  and  in  adding  to  the  dutiable 
list  all  articles  imported,  thus  including  articles  of  primo  ne¬ 
cessity  and  of  universal  use.  In  addition  to  these  duties,  it 
was  compelled  to  add  taxes  on  all  articles  of  home  production, 
on  incomes  not  required  for  the  supply  of  actual  wants,  and, 
especially,  on  articles  of  doubtful  necessity,  such  as  spirits, 
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l.nburro  am!  beer.  These  luxes  were  uhsnlulely  retpiircd  1  o 
iiiihiI.  e.vpcmlil  urcs  fur  llm  army  and  navy,  fur  I  he  iulerrsl.  on 
llm  war  debl  s  ami  jus|.  pensions  lu  llinsii  wdm  were  disabled  liy 
llm  war,  ami  lu  llieir  widows  and  nrphunH. 

Tlmsn  eumliliuns  have,  in  a  measure,  linen  fulfilled,  Tim 
war  is  over;  I  Im  jiiililie.  dnlil.  lias  been  diminislieil  lu  one-lliird 
nf  llm  nmunul.  due  al.  llm  elese  uf  llm  war.  Tim  pension  Iml,  is 
llm  chief  and  alniusl,  only  uulsluiiding  nbligulinii  growing  mil, 
uf  llm  war,  led.  Iliis  is  fully  laid,  by  iiilerual  luxes  un  spirils, 
lubarru  ami  beer.  Wind,  is  needed  new  is  a  larilT  er  lax  on 

i in | ii irl cc I  g Is  Hidllrienl,  in  aniniiul,  lu  umel,  I  Im  enrreal  ex- 

jie nd i I  nces  uf  llm  gnveriiumnl , and  wliirb  al  llm  same  lime  will 
lend  In  euruiirugu  I  be  |irudmd  ion  in  Iliis  ri mill  ry  uf  all  ni  l  ielcs, 
wlmllmr  uf  llm  farm,  llm  mine  or  I  Im  wurludiu|i,  Ibid,  min  lie 
readily  and  al.  rensciiudile  eusl.  |irudured  in  Ibis  ruuulry, 

And  Imre  we  umel.  llm  dillleully  Ibid  llm  lauile,  exleid, 
manner  and  ubjeids  uf  larilT  laxuliiai  are  iinlui|>|iily  mixed  up 
in  mu*  parl.y  pulilies.  Tills  should  mil,  be  so.  Wbclbcr  llm 
imiilu  uf  Inxulinn  sliuuld  bn  by  a  perrciilugn  un  llm  rtihir  uf 
goods  impm‘1  i'd,  ur  by  u  duly  inifinsed  un  I  bo  weight,  urtpiuu- 
I il.y,  depends  upon  llm  miliire  uf  llm  arlirle.  If  llm  url iele  ia 
Hold  in  llm  market,  by  wniglil.  nr  quunlily,  llm  duly  sbuuld  be 
speeille,  i,  r.,  a  eerlain  rale  on  llm  anil  uf  wniglil  or  ipuinlily. 
If  il.  is  nf  sueli  a  uulnre  1 1ml.  ils  value  eannnl,  lie  measured  by 
weigh!.  or  ipiuulily  llm  duly  Hbuiibl  be  ml  iiilnmn,  I.  <■.,  a  per- 
eciiliige  uf  ils  value.  Tbia  ia  mailer  nf  delail  In  Im  lived  by  llm 
riisloni  nf  amrebanls.  Ah  a  rule  il.  is  beller  In  llx  llm  duly 
upon  weigh!  nr  measure,  rallmr  I  ban  upon  value,  fur  by  Hie 
fnrnmr  mudellm  aimninl  is  easily  aseerlained  byllm  anile  nr 
yard  slick,  while  In  base  llm  duly  upon  value,  changing  from 
day  In  day,  is  In  invilc  fnuid  and  liligalinn. 

Tim  iixinnl.  nr  rule  uf  duly  In  be  imposed  should  depend  cm 
I iri'ly  upon  llm  peenniary  wauls  nf  llm  gnveriiumnl,  and  llm 
uulurcnf  I  be  arl  iele  inipurled.  If  I  lie  arl  iele  is  mm  nf  luxury, 
mainly  runsnnmd  by  llm  rich,  llm  duly  should  be  a  I,  a  higher 
mle.  I  ban  upon  an  aid  iele  in  general  use.  This  principle  is  huiiiii- 
I inicH  dispnled,  lad  il.  would  seem  llial,  in  a  republic  a  jnsl.  die- 
i-i'i  niiitii  I  ion  niiglil  In  be  made  in  favor  nf  Ibe  many  rallmr  Ilian 
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of  the  few.  On  this  principle  all  political  parties  have  acted. 
The  rates  have  been  higher  on  silks,  satins,  furs  and  the  liho 
than  on  goods  made  of  cotton,  wool,  flax  or  hemp.  To  meet 
the  changing  wants  of  tho  government  all  articles  should  be 
classified  in  .schedulers,  so  that  the  rate  of  duty  on  a  singlo 
schedule,  or  on  many  schedules,  could  he  advanced  or  lowered 
without  disturbing  the  genoral  scheme  of  taxation. 

As  to  the  niannor  of  taxation  and  tho  places  where  duties 
should  be  collected,  all  will  agree  that  they  should  be  paid  as 
nearly  as  possible  where  tho  goods  are  to  be  consumed.  The  con¬ 
centration  of  importations  at  any  ono  port  on  the  coast,  or  at 
soveral  ports,  gives  to  the  people  residing  at  or  near  such  favored 
ports  an  advantago  over  the  peoplo  living  in  the  intorior  of  the 
country.  The  system  of  interior  ports,  or  places  of  delivery  to 
which  goods  may  be  consigned,  has  been  adopted  and  generally 
approved.  The  objoct,  is  that  all  parts  of  tho  country  shall 
have  equal  facilities  and  bear  equally  tho  burdens  of  taxa¬ 
tion. 

The  method  of  importations  should  be  so  simplified  that,  any 
person,  in  any  part  of  the  United  States,  may  order  from  any 
commercial  port  or  country  any  articlo  desired  and  he  ahlo 
t.o  receive  it  and  pay  tho  in-escribed  duty,  at  any  considerable 
port  or  city  in  the  United  States  that  ho  may  designate. 

As  to  the  objects  of  tariff  taxation  thoro  is  and  always  will 
bo  an  honest  difference  of  opinion.  Tho  main  purpose  is  to  se¬ 
cure  the  revenue  from  foreigners  seeking  our  market  to  disposo 
of  their  products.  Tho  United  States  has  the  right,  oxeroised 
by  every  nation,  to  dotermino  upon  what  tonus  tho  produc¬ 
tions  of  foreign  nations  shall  ho  admitted  into  its  markets,  and 
those  terms  will  be  sncli  ns  its  interests  may  demand,  (treat 
Britain  may  admit  nearly  all  commodities  freo  of  duty,  but 
oven  that  country  is  guided  by  her  interests  in  all  her  commer¬ 
cial  regulations.  All  other  nations  classified  as  civilized  seek, 
like  the  United  States,  by  tariff  laws,  not  only  to  secure  rev¬ 
enue,  but  to  protect  and  foster  domestic  industries.  Japan 
has  won  its  entrance  among  civilized  nations  by  securing  trea¬ 
ties  with  European  countries  and  the  United  States,  by  which 
she  lias  boon  relieved  from  restrictions  as  to  her  dutios  on 
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imports,  and  now  lias  the  right  to  regulate  and  fix  hor  import 
duties  as  her  interest  dictates. 

The  United  States  has  from  the  beginning  of  its  govern¬ 
ment  declared  that  one  object  of  duties  on  imports  is  t.ho 
encouragement  of  manufactures  in  the  United  States,  and, 
whatever  may  be  the  dogma  insorted  in  a  political  party  plat¬ 
form,  tariff  legislation  will  continue  to  have  a  double  object, 
revenue  and  protection.  This  was  strikingly  exemplified  by  the 
recent  action  of  Congress  in  the  pussago  of  t.ho  tariff  law  now 
in  forco. 

The  real  diflioiilty  in  our  tariff  laws  is  to  avoid  unoqual  and 
unjust  discrimination  in  the  objects  of  protection,  ina.de  with  a 
view  to  favor  the  productions  of  ono  state  or  section  at  the 
cost  of  another  state  or  section.  The  dogma  of  some  manufac¬ 
turers,  that  raw  materials  should  be  admitted  free  of  duty,  is 
far  more  dangerous  to  the  protective  policy  than  the  opposi¬ 
tion  of  free  traders.  'The  lattor  contoml  that  no  duties  should 
he  loviod  to  protect  domestic  industry,  but  for  rovenuo  only, 
while  the  former  demand  protection  for  their  industries,  hut 
rofuso  to  give  to  the  farmer  and  miner  the  benefit  of  even  rev¬ 
enue  duties.  A  denial  of  protection  on  coal,  iron,  wool  and 
other  so-called  raw  materials,  will  load  to  tho  denial  of  pre¬ 
lection  to  machinery,  to  toxtiles,  to  pottery  and  other  indus¬ 
tries.  Tho  labor  of  one  class  must  not  be  sacrificed  to  secure 
higher  protection  for  smother  class.  Tho  oari.h  and  all  that 
is  within  it  is  the  work  of  God.  Tho  labor  of  man  that  tends 
to  develop  tho  resources  buriod  in  tho  earth  is  entitled  to 
tho  samo  favor  and  protection  as  skilled  labor  in  the  highest 
branch  of  industry,  and  if  this  is  not  granted  impartially  tho 
doctrino  of  protection  proclaimed  by  the  founders  of  our  gov¬ 
ernment,  supported  for  more  than  a  hundred  years  of  wonder¬ 
ful  progress,  will  ho  sacrificed  by  tho  hungry  greed  of  selfish 
corporations,  who  ask  protection  for  great  establishments  and 
rofuso  to  grant  it  to  the  miner,  the  laboror  and  tho  farmor. 

Another  principle  must  bo  ingrafted  into  our  tariff  laws, 
growing  out  of  now  modes  of  production  by  corporations  and 
combinations.  Until  recently  each  miner,  eacli  artisan,  and 
eaclt  manufacturer,  had  to  compete  in  the  open  markot  with 
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evoryune  engaged  in  tho  same  industry.  'l'ho  geuoral  public 
luul  the  benefit  of  free  competition.  'I’liis  toiuled  t.o  lower 
prices  ou  many  commodities,  to  increase  the  quantity  pro¬ 
duced,  and  t.o  supply  the  home  market,  thus  excluding  impor¬ 
tations.  Tho  tendency  since  the  Civil  War  in  every  branch  of 
industry  has  been  to  consolidnto  operations.  Tu  effect  this, 
corporations  have  been  created  in  most  of  the  states  and 
granted  such  liberal  corporate  powers,  without  respect  to  the 
nature  of  the  business  to  lie  conducted,  and  with  terms  and 
privileges  so  favorable,  that,  private  enterprise  without  largo 
capital  cannot  compete  wiili  them.  Instead  of  small  or  mod¬ 
erate  workshops,  with  a  lew  hands,  wo  now  have  great  estab¬ 
lishments  with  hundreds  of  employes,  and  all  tho  capital  of 
scores  of  stockholders  under  the  control  of  a  tow  moil,  and 
often  of  one  mart.  This  may  bo  of  benefit  by  reducing  tho 
rest  of  production,  but,  it  also  involves  two  dangers,  one  the 
irrepressible  conflict  of  labor  with  capital,  and  the  other  the 
combination  of  corporations  engaged  in  the  same  business 
to  advance  prices  and  prevent  competition,  thus  constitut¬ 
ing  a  monopoly  commanding  business  and  controlling  tho 
market. 

This  power  in  the  hands  of  a  few  is  at  this  moment  tho 
disturbing  element  in  many  of  our  great  industries.  It,  is 
especially  dangerous  when  if  is  promoted  by  rates  of  duty  on 
imported  goods  higher  than  are  necessary  to  cover  tho  dif¬ 
ference  in  the  cost  of  labor  hero  and  abroad.  When  such  con¬ 
ditions  occur,  the  monopoly  becomes  offensive.  Such  com¬ 
binations  arc  denounced  and  punished  by  tho  laws  of  almost, 
every  civilized  government  and  by  the  laws  of  many  of  our 
states.  They  should  be  denounced  and  punished  by  tho  laws 
of  the  United  States  whenever  they  affect  any  mat-tor  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.  Whenever  tho  tendency 
of  a  monopoly  is  to  prevent  mutual  competition,  and  to  ad¬ 
vance  prices  for  any  articles  embraced  in  our  tariff  laws,  tho 
duty  ou  the  article  should  bo  at  once  reduced  or  repealed. 

As  Members  of  Congress,  divided  by  party  lines  and  crude 
platforms,  must  in  tho  main,  care  for  and  protect  local  inter¬ 
ests,  I  do  not  believe  any  fair,  impartial  and  business  tariff  can 
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lio  framed  by  t.liem.  It  would  bo  bettor  for  Congress,  tlio  law- 
making  power,  after  determining  tlio  amount  to  bo  raised,  to 
sanction  and  adopt  a  careful  tariff  bill,  framed  by  an  impartial 
commission,  largo  onongli  to  represent  all  soctions  and  parties, 
all  employers  and  employes.  Hitherto,  tlio  tariffs  framed  by 
Congress  have  boon  rejected  by  the  people.  Each  party,  in  its 
turn,  lias  undertaken  tlio  task  with  liko  result.  Lot  us  try  tlio 
experiment  of  a  tariff  framed,  not  by  a  parly  upon  a  party  plat¬ 
form,  but  by  the  solocted  representatives  of  the  eoiinnorciul, 
industrial,  farming  and  laboring  classes.  Lot  Congress  place 
upon  tlio  statute  hook  such  a  law,  and  llio  tariff  question  will 
coase  to  bo  tlio  foot  ball  of  partisan  legislation. 

Tho  remainder  of  this  session  was  occupied  cbiolly  in 
tlio  consideration  of  appropriation  hills.  Tliuso  wore  caro- 
■  fully  scrutini'/.od;  many  ostiniiit.es,  of  tlio  departments  wore 
reduced.  As  usual,  appropriations  were  increased  in  tlio 
Sonato,  but  most  of  the  amendments  were  rejoctod  in  con¬ 
ference. 

The  hill  authorizing  a  loan  for  tlio  redemption  of  treasury 
notos  was  passed  on  the  22nd  day  of  Juno.  Congress  adjourned 
at  noon  Julio  25,  1800. 

This  memorable  Congress,  commencing  with  ft  contest 
which  threatened  violence  on  tlio  Hour  of  the  llouso  of  Uopro- 
sontatives,  was  held  'unorganized  for  sixty  days  by  a  dofeatc.il 
party  upon  a  flimsy  pretext,  and  during  all  that  timo  wo  Inul 
to  listen  to  open  threats  of  secession  and  disunion  niado  by 
its  members.  No  previous  Congress  had  exhibited  .Hindi  vio¬ 
lence  of  speech  mid  action.  When  fully  organized  it  quieted 
down,  and,  with  occasional  exceptions,  proceeded  rapidly  to  tlio 
discharge  of  its  public  duties.  A  groator  number  of  contested 
bills  were  passed  at  this  Congress  than  usual.  Most  of  those 
measures  eamo  from  tlio  committee  of  ways  and  moans.  Tlio 
members  of  that  committee  wore  Messrs.  John  Sherman,  of 
Ohio,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  of  Maryland,  John  S.  Phelps,  of  Mis¬ 
souri,  Tliaddous  Stevens,  of  Pennsylvania,  Israel  Washburn,  J  r., 
of  Maine,  John  S.  Millson,  of  Virginia,  Justin  S.  Morrill,  of  Vor- 
luoiit,  Martin  J.  Crawford,  of  Georgia,  and  Klliridgo  0.  Spauld¬ 
ing,  of  New  York.  Of  those  but  two,  Mr.  Morrill  and  mysolf, 
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survive.  A  brief  notice  of  those  who  aro  numbered  with  the 
dead  may  not  be  out  of  place. 

Henry  Winter  Davis  was  the  most  accomplished  orator  in 
the  House  wliilo  lie  was  a  Member.  Well  educated  in  college, 
well  trained  as  a  lawyer,  an  accomplished  writer  and  eloquent 
speaker,  yet  ho  was  a  poor  parliamentarian,  a  careless  inenibor 
in  committee,  and  utterly  unfit  to  conduct  an  appropriation  or 
tariff  bill  in  the  House.  lie  was  impatient  of  details,  queru¬ 
lous  when  questioned  or  interrupted,  but  in  social  lifo  and  in 
intercourse  with  his  follow  Members  lie  was  genial,  hind  and 
courteous.  Ou  one  occasion,  when  I  was  called  lionio,  I  re¬ 
quested  him  to  take  charge  of  an  appropriation  bill  and  secure 
its  passage.  He  did  as  I  requested,  but  lie  was  soon  oinbarrassod 
by  questions  be  could  not  answer,  and  bad  the  bill  postponed 
until  my  return .  I  felt  for. Mr.  Davis  a  personal  attachment., 
and  I  believe  this  kindly  feeling  was  reciprocated.  He  served 
in  the  Houso  of  Representatives  during  most  of  tlio  war,  and 
joined  with  Senator  Wado  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Lincoln’s  re- 
election  in  1804.  He  died  at  Baltimore  on  the  20th  of  Do- 
comber,  18G5,  when  in  t.lio  full  vigor  of  matured  manhood. 

John  S.  Phelps  in  181>0  was  an  old  and  experienced  Member. 
Born  in  Connecticut  lie  removed  to  Missouri  as  early  as  1887. 
In  1844  ho  was  elected  to  Congress  as  a  Democrat,  and  con¬ 
tinued  as  a  Member  sixteen  years,  being  chairman  of  tlio  com¬ 
mittee  of  ways  and  means  during  the  3oth  Congress,  lie  was 
a  valuable  Member,  patient,  careful,  industrious,  and  liad  tho 
confidence  of  tlio  House,  lie  was  moderate  in  his  political 
opinions,  and,  though  a  resident  of  Missouri,  lie  took  the  Union 
side  in  the  Civil  War. 

Thaddens  Stevens,  one  of  the  most  remarkable  moil  of  tho 
last  generation,  was  born  in  Vermont  near  the  close  of  tlio  last 
contury;  ami  was  well  educated.  Ho  taught  school  and  studied 
law.  He  removed  to  Pennsylvania  and  there  engaged  in  tur¬ 
bulent  politics;  served  several  years  ns  a  member  of  tlio  state 
legislature;  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1848  and  served  four 
years-  He  was  known  to  he  an  aggressive  Whig  and  a  danger¬ 
ous  opponent  in  debate;  was  re-elected  in  1858  as  a  Repub¬ 
lican  and  at  once  took  the  lead  in  tho  speakership  contest.  His 
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sarcasm  was  keen  ami  merciless.  He  was  not  a  very  useful 
member  of  the  committee.  He  was  better  in  the  field  of  battle 
than  in  the  seclusion  of  the  committee.  Still,  when  any  con¬ 
test  arose  in  the  House  over  bills  reported  by  the  committee, 
be  was  always  ready  to  defend  its  action.  Though  a  cynical 
old  bachelor,  with  a  doformed  foot  and  with  a  bitt.or  tongue 
for  those  he  disliked,  he  was  always  charitable  aud  kind  to  the 
poor.  He  was  quiet  and  impartial  in  his  charity,  recognizing 
no  distinction  on  account,  of  color,  hut  usually  preferring  to  aid 
women  rather  than  men.  T  was  often  the  witness  of  his  chari¬ 
ties.  lie  continued  in  active  public  life  uni il  his  death  on  the 
II th  of  August,  ISOS.  For  sumo  lime  beforo  his  death  he  was 
uuablo  l.o  walk  up  the  marble  steps  of  the  capilol  and  two  stout 
negroes  wero  detailed  to  carry  him  up  in  a  chair.  On  one  oc¬ 
casion  when  safely  seated  lie  grimly  said  to  them,  “Who  will 
carry  mo  when  you  die?”  Mr.  SI, evens  was  a  brave  man. 
lie  always  fought  his  lights  to  a  finish  aud  novel'  asked  or  gave 
quarter. 

Israel  Washburn,  Jr.,  of  Maine,  was  one  of  three  brothers, 
Members  of  this  Congress.  Israel  was  the  eldest,,  and,  perhaps, 
the  most  active,  of  the  tlireo.  llo  rocoived  a  classical  education, 
studiod  law  and  was  admitted  to  tho  bar  in  1830.  He  was  a 
good  debator  and  a  useful  member  of  the  committee.  Ho  had 
been  in  Congress  leu  years,  including  tlie  3Gth.  lie  subse¬ 
quently  hecaino  governor  of  Maine,  and  collector  of  customs  at 
Foil, land. 

John  S.  Millson,  of  Virginia,  had  long  been  a  Member  of 
Congress,  was  iifty-two  years  old,  and  regarded  as  a  safe,  con¬ 
servative  man  of  fair  abilities. 

Martin  J.  Crawford,  of  Georgia,  was  a  lawyer  of  good  stand¬ 
ing.  llo  was  elected  n  Member  of  Congress  in  1854,  and  con¬ 
tinued  as  such  until  tho  rebellion,  in  which  he  took  an  active 
part.  When  Georgia  sceedod,  ho,  with  his  colleaguos,  formally 
withdrew  from  Congress.  Crawford  aud  I  had  been  friendly, 
and  somowhat  intimate.  ITe  was  a  frank  man,  openly  avowiug 
his  opinions,  but  with  respectful  toloration  of  those  of  others. 
Aftor  lie  withdrew  we  met  in  the  lobby ;  ho  bade  me  good-bye 
saying  that  his  next  appoarauce  in  Washington  would  be  a 
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Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Con¬ 
federate  States.  I  told  him  that  ho  was  move  likely  to  appear 
as  a  prisoner  of  war.  I  then  warned  him  that  tho  struggle 
would  be  to  the  death,  and  that  the  Union  would  triumph. 
Long  afterwards,  when  I  visited  tho  fair  at  Atlanta,  ho  recalled 
our  conversation  and  admitted  I  was  the  best  prophet.  We 
spout,  the  evening  and  far  into  the  night  talking  about  the  past 
and  the  future.  Ho  evinced  no  regret  for  the  result  of  the  war, 
hut  quietly  acquiesced,  and  was  then  ft  judge  in  one  of  tlio 
courts  in  that  state. 

Hlbridge  G.  Spaulding,  of  New  York,  was  an  oxcelleut  Mem¬ 
ber.  He  hail  a  taste  for  financial  problems  and  contributed  ft 
good  deal  to  the  measures  adopted,  in  this  and  tho  ‘17th  Con¬ 
gress,  to  establish  a  national  currency  and  to  build  up  the 
public  credit.  These  Memhors,  with  Mr.  Morrill  and  myself, 
were  charged  with  the  most  important  legislation  in  the  HGtli 
Congress,  and  I  believo  that  the  general  opinion  of  tho  Tlouso 
was  that  we  did  our  duty  well. 
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80  large  n  share  of  the  public  attention.  We  may  also  fairly  infer  that,  on 
his  part,  Lincoln  was  no  less  curious  to  lest  the  olfoct  of  his  words  on  an 
audionco  more  learned  and  critical  than  those  collected  in  the  open  air 
meetings  of  his  western  campaigns.  This  mutual  interest  was  an  evident 
advantage  to  both;  it  sneured  a  close  attention  from  tho  house,  and  insured 
deliberation  and  emphasis  by  tho  speaker,  enabling  him  to  develop  his  argu¬ 
ment  with  perfect  precision  and  unity,  reaching  porliaps  tho  happiest  gonoral 
effect  ever  attained  in  any  one  of  his  long  addresses.” 

His  speech  was  printed  by  the  leading  papers  of  the  city, 
and,  in  pamphlet  form,  was  widely  distributed  and  read. 

I  was  invited  by  the  Republican  Union  to  make  one  of 
those  addresses,  and,  though  ver  y  much  occupied  and  having 
little  time  for  preparation,  I  accepted  the  invitation,  and  spoke 
at  Cooper  Institute  in  the  city  of  New  York  on  the  80th  of 
April,  18(i0.  It,  was  my  first,  appearance  boforo  a  Now  York 
audience,  and  I  confess  that  I  was  not  satisfied  with  the  ad¬ 
dress.  I  undertook,  what  1  never  attempted  before,  to  read  a 
political  speech  to  a  popular  audionco.  While  I  was  treated 
kindly  1  felt  quite  sura  my  speech  was  a  disappointment.  A 
recent  reading  of  it  confirms  my  opinion  that  it  was  not  equal 
to  the  occasion  or  the  audience. 

1  was  also  invited  by  the  Republican  Club  of  Philadelphia 
to  make  a  speech  ratifying  the  nomination  of  Lincoln  and 
Hamlin  and  spoke  at  a  meeting  held  May  ‘28,  1860.  My  ad¬ 
dress  was  entirely  impromptu,  and  was  far  better,  both  in  man¬ 
ner  and  matter,  than  the  speech  in  New  York,  and  was  received 
with  groat  applause.  Since  that  time,  I  have  never  attempted 
to  make  a  popular  address  from  manuscript,  livery  speaker 
should  know  the  substance  of  what  he  intends  to  say,  but 
ought  to  roly  for  his  words  upon  the  spirit  and  temper  of  his 
audience. 

The  summer  of  18(10  was  ominous  of  domestic  discord  and 
civil  war.  'l'he  success  of  the  Republicans  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  the  violent  scenes  in  tho  House,  notably  those 
between  l’otter,  Pryor,  Barksdalo,  and  Lovejoy,  wore  indica¬ 
tions  that  tho  south  was  aggressive,  and  that  the  north  would 
light.  The  meeting  of  the  Democratic  convention  at  Charleston, 
on  tho  23rd  of  April,  soon  disclosed  an  almost  equal  division  of 
its  members  as  to  slavery  in  tho  territories.  The  southern 
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platform  was  adopted  by  a  majority  of  one  in  its  committee  on 
resolutions,  but  rejected  by  a  majority  of  the  convention.  This 
was  the  vital  issue  between  the  followers  of  Davis  and  Douglas, 
and  Douglas  won.  A  majority  of  the  delegates  from  six  of  the 
southern  states  thereupon  withdrew  from  the  convention  and 
adjourned  to  Richmond.  Thus,  tlio  first  secession  was  from  a 
Democratic  convention.  Tho  remainder  of  that  convention 
adjourned  to  Baltimore,  at  which  city  Douglas  was  nominated 
for  President.  The  seceding  delegates  nominated  Brockon- 
ridge.  Tims,  tho  Democratic,  party,  which,  in  every  stage  of 
tho  slavery  controversy,  had  taken  sides  with  tho  south,  was 
itself  broken  on  tho  roelt  of  slavery,  and  condemned  to  certain 
defeat. 

The  Republican  convention  met  at  Chicago  on  the  lRt.li  of 
May,  with  a  defined  line  of  public  policy  which  was  adopted 
unanimously  by  the  convention.  The  only  question  to  be  de¬ 
termined  was,  who  should  bo  tho  candidate  for  President,  who 
would  best  represent  the  principles  agreed  upon.  Howard, 
Chase  and  Bates  were  laid  aside,  and  Abraham  Lincoln,  one 
stronger  than  any  one  of  these,  was  unanimously  nominated. 
The  nomination  of  a  candidate  by  a  third  party,  ignoring  the 
slavery  question,  did  not  change  the  issue.  The  conflict  was 
now  between  freedom  and  slavery,  an  issue  carefully  avoided 
by  the  two  great  parlies  prior  to  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri 
Compromise. 

Tims  Douglas,  as  a  consequouco  of  his  own  act,  was  destined 
to  defeat,  and  the  irrepressible  conflict  was  to  bo  finally  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  people  in  tlio  choice  between  Lincoln  and  Breclc- 
onridgo,  with  tlio  distinct  declaration,  made  by  the  delegates 
seceding  from  the  Charleston  convention,  that  if  Lincoln 
was  eleetod  their  states  would  secedo  from  tlio  Union,  and 
establish  an  independent  government  founded  upon  slavery. 
This  was  tho  momentous  issue  involved  in  the  election. 

Congress  adjourned  on  the  28th  of  Juno,  1800.  On  the  17th 
of  July,  I  was  unanimously  renominated  at  Shelby.  John 
Sliauok,  a  venerable  Quaker,  80  years  of  ago,  claimed  the  right 
to  nominate  me  as  ho  had  done  in  previous  conventions,  He 
was  absent  at  the  moment,  but  the  convention,  in  deference  to 
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his  known  wishes,  awaited  his  coming.  Prom  that  time  until 
tho  election,  I  was  actively  engaged  in  the  presidential  can¬ 
vass.  1  spent  btit  little  time  in  my  district,  as  there  rvas  hut  a 
nominal  opposition  to  my  election.  Tho  Democratic  candi¬ 
date,  Barnabus  Burns,  was  a  personal  friend,  and  sympathized 
with  mo  on  many  subjects.  Scarcely  a  weok  day  passed  that  I 
did  not  speak  at  least  once. 

Of  the  many  speeches  made  by  mo  in  that,  canvass,  I  recall 
but  very  few.  I  have  already  referred  to  my  debate  with  Cox, 
if  it  can  properly  ho  called  a  debato.  It  was  friendly  badinage. 
He  charged  mo  with  pulling  the  Morrill  tariff  bill  through  by 
a  trick.  I  answered  that  if  it  was  a  trick,  it  was  a  trick  well 
played,  as  the  hill  passed  by  a  vote  of  100  to  fi-1,  many  Demo¬ 
crats  voting  tor  it.  lie  complained  of  tho  duties  on  wool, 
declaring  that,  tho  fanners  wero  sacrificed.  1  showed  that,  the 
duties  on  wool  had  been  advanced.  He  said  1  mis  president  of 
a  Kiunv  Nothing  Lodge  in  Mansfield.  1  said  this  was  simply  a 
lie,  aial  that  there  wore  plenty  of  Douglas  Democrats  before 
mo  who  know'  it.  He  said  that,  I  initiated  therein,  Sain  Kit-hoy 
in  a  stable.  I  asked  who  told  him  that  story,  when  the  audi¬ 
ence  called  out  loudly  for  Burns.  Mr.  Burns  rose  and  said  ho 
did  not  tell  Mr.  Cox  so.  1  said  1  was  glad  to  hour  it,  that,  it  was 
a  silly  Ho  made  out  of  whole  cloth,  and  asked  if  liichoy  was 
present,  liichoy  was  in  tho  crowd,  and  roso  amid  groat 
laughter  and  applause  and  said:  “Here  1  am.”  I  said:  ‘'Well, 
friends,  you  see  my  friend,  ltichoy,  is  a  genuine  Irishman,  hut 
ho  knows,  as  I  know,  that  Cox’s  story  is  a  falsification.  Mr. 
Cox  says  I  am  a  political  thief;  don’t  think  ho  charges  mo 
with  stealing  shoop,  lie  only  means  to  say  I  stole  squatter  sov¬ 
ereignty.  It  is  potty  larceny  at  Dost.  But  1  did  not  steal 
Douglas  squatter  sovereignty.” 

1  then  proceeded  to  define  the  difference  botw'ccn  tho  only 
two  parties  with  definite  principles.  Tho  real  contest  was,  not 
between  Lincoln  and  Douglas,  or  between  Cox  and  me,  hut 
between  Brockonridgo  and  Lincoln,  between  free  institutions 
and  slave  institutions,  between  union  and  disunion.  1  refer  to 
this  debato  with  Cox  to  show  how  local  prejudices  obscured 
the  problem  then  involved.  The  people  of  Ohio  wero  divided 


on  pitrallnl  lint's,  lor  Mo\  Mini  1  agreed  on  Kansas,  lmi.  ho 
was  for  Douglas  and  I  lor  Kinrolu,  while  Mm  south  wan 
brooding  over  secession,  if  eillmr  Mm-ohi  or  hmi^lus  shtmld 
lin  elerl  ed. 

I  went  into  niosl  of  I  Im  eontfi  essioinil  dislrjels  of  Ohio  and 
jierrni  vod  a  .si  roa^  leaning  in  TiLVor  of  l.ianda,  lad.  I  huipdas  a  Iso 
laid  many  su|i|mrlers.  Tim  I  iernorm I  ie  party  of  Mhiu  wii.h 
suiislied  willi  Dougins’  |>o|»itlur  sovereij'iil  y,  rsjuadidly  its  U, 
ns  I  hey  a  lleeed,  laid  secured  freedom  lor  Kansas.  Hi  orkt'iiiid^i' 
lutd  no  tfiv.d  Lullowinj.'  ia  Ohio,  uml  Moll  uml  IXerolt  less. 

J  s | io 1 1 1  say  cm  I  ilii  \  s  in  I  Im  ramies  in  I  Vmisy  l\  a  nia,  I  ndin  i in > 
Now  Jersey  ami  Uehivsniv.  all  vvnnnly  ronlesled  sfules,  Mm 
voles  of  which  would  did i *ru i i tu •  llm  eleeliun.  Il  soon  liernnm 
U]>|'ari'nl  1  lr.it  Lincoln  \s  m>  I  Im  only  r.iiali'lal  e  w  Im  could  secure 
it  inn joi'il y  ol'  llm  elerlnra!  Mile,  This  furl,  and  llm  Known 
(tillinitiy  of  MM’iu  iiiK  an  oli'idion  liy  tile  House  in  rase  of  railnro 
of  an  idiM'lion  hy  I  he  Klerloml  ('iillui'a,  ^real  l\  aided  Mr.  |,iie 
ruin.  1  presanl  rd  I  his  ai>rnamnl  with  ram  mid  fullness  in  it 
speech  ilidivrri'd  nl  I’hiliidrlphiu  on  Mu'  I  til  1 1  of  Neploudmr, 
I Hlil).  II.  was  priiiled  ul  the  tinmand  largely  rirrnluled.  1  i|unln 
a  paragraph,  which  rontiunH  llm  ono  furl  upon  which  my  nr^n- 
larnf  rrslnl; 

"  lK%iar  i«»  ll»«'  division  of  ilu«  pints,  tin*  Kppnhli'Min  parly 

in  tin'  oiilv  mil'  llm  1  run  li"jii>  In  f *i i l  Im  n  iliii'ft  \ui<>  nf  (ln<  pr<.ji|<>, 
'I'lii*'  i‘>  n  f.ii  l  I  ii.  i'il  ii.il  di'iMi-  fur  il  wits  w  iiHi  ii  ut  (lit*  I lii I  nf  tlii> 

i 'uni. ".i  In  i)i«  wuii.M.H  ,,f  t  ‘li  u  i  li-.ii  m  ninl  I  lit  1 1  i  in.  iii*.  If  . . 

wan*  lu>  1 1 1 -l i ••  ii i i n I  I . v  tin-  nili'  nf  pliiiii hf \  a  ml«-  non  iiiluplril  in 
ini'ivMiili’  in  llm  liiiun  i  1 1 1 .  •  1 1  i  i’  •*  1 1  r  inch  \\  1 1 1 1 1  *  I  i'i  i|iNi'  I  il  iiIipihIv  du* 
iMili’il ;  liiii  )  I  n  •  nilu  uf  iliu  iiinjuriiv  lln-d  In  I  lio  i'iim<lioainii.  uml  if  iVmc 

Mylonini  lin.".  nut  \uln  fur  1, inruin,  tlim  tlm  i>l.'fii« -h  ilo\ <■! \  .**.  upmi  llm 

H. ni‘<>'  of  U.'j.i.'H.'iinao.'M.  In  llmt  inunf  tlic  ■'■■ii'iOInlinn  i  pi  i  (oh  llm 

llmiHo  in  1'Uiiu‘mi  imiui'ilinloLv.  In  Imllnt,  u  |  'icm«|i<ii(  fi.un  tin'  j'pruin*',  »ml 

. . . .  I  if  if  f  (liii-c,  Im ».  inj.r  tie  nnmlnT  uf  plimlnnd  oHum.  'I'ln'  \ni.. 

uni-il  Im  IuIm'H  l>\  "IuIph,  Hint  nu|  liy  lfi<pii"«-iilii!i\i'*i.  ’I'li"  iIii.mi  nii||inM>i  of 

. . |'l>'  nf  I  Viiiim  I v loiiit  will  Inn  i'  mil  v  I li<<  •■.Min'  p< ililii-iil  [mu m-  mt  f Im  ntm 

limnlli"l  I  l|nl|‘.;ii|i|  |  >i'i  >|i|i>  nf  l  >i'|uW  HU'." 


I  ii'i'cnllv  I' . I  lliiu  n|ii'i'Hi,  uml,  in  sii'W  nf  Min  I'viMil-i 

lliul  filling  ml,  1  rim  mi  v  Hull  rvi'i  y  |irn|ilu>ry  iiauli",  uml  t'vi'iy 
iii't'iiiui'iil  ul  ul  ml,  lilts  I  in  'ii  vi'i'iliril  uml  Hiisliiinml  liy  llm  limirli 
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of  ovonts.  My  opening  criticism  of  Mr.  Biicliaiiftu’.s  lulminiM 
(ration  may  seem  to  bo  partisan  and  unjust,  but  the  gcmoul 
opinion  now  is  that  bis  fault  was  feebleness  of  will,  not  inleii 
tional  wrong.  Mr.  litichanan  was  surrounded  by  men  who  bm* 
already  made  up  their  minds  to  destroy  the  Union,  one  id 
whom  bad  already  committed  acts  of  treachery  in  the  dinl  rilin' 
tiou  of  arms  and  military  supplies,  and  all  of  whom  avowed  lb1' 
legality  and  vighlfnhiess  of  secession.  1  think  what  1  said  mi" 
justified  by  the  conditions  existing  when  the  speecli  was  nmdi'' 
The  residue  of  myspeoch  was  certainly  moderate  enough  In.-ul  ' 
isfy  tbo most  consorvativo  mind.  I  give  tlio  closing  pariigniplr'' 

“  Those  am,  Ho  fur  as  1  know,  the  loading  idoas  of  the  Republican  p.ui'  ’ 

I  npponi  to  your  candor  if  they  do  not  commend  themselves  (o  tho  jiidg . *'* 

of  reasonable  men.  Is  this  tho  parly  which  you  would  combine  and  n.i1 
spire  against,  ami  to  defeat  which  you  would  unite  hoslilo  elcmcnisV  L  ** 
to  defeat  those  idens  that  you  would  risk  scones  ol‘  viol  once  in  the  I  l*m*  «*.  »,r 
tho  subversion  of  tlio  constitution  by  (ho  Somite  of  tho  United  .Staten/'  b»  s® 
to  dofeat  this  noblo  jiolicy  that  you  would  longer  trust  a  broketi-dow  n.  i  .*f 
rnpl  and  domoral'e/ed  udmimslriition V  Is  it  for  this  that  you  would  rniihiiU*’* 
in  power  a  parly  that,  by  a  long  onjoymonl  of  tlio  piUmtmgo  of  the  g.o  » 
mont,  lias  become  reckless  awl  corrupt? 

“If  you  will  lake  tho  responsibility  of  preventing  the  triumph  of  |I» ** 
Republican  party,  you  may  do  so,  but  it  will  roipiire  a  close  fusion  of  all  d**’ 
elements  to  defonl  it,  ft  is  young  and  vigorous.  It  has  all  tlio  limit  m««  I 
discipline)  of  tho  old  Democratic  parly.  It  bolds  most  of  t)m  opinions,  n.'-D  * 
flocl  by  experience,  of  tho  old  Whig  party.  It  has  tlio  conservative  inoib<r»* 
lion  of  tho  People's  ptirly,  which  has  inllueiiced  its  nominations.  Il  mile  i*  # 
to  every  principle"  proclaimed  by  tlio  old  Republican  party  of  .fcflVr-.in 
Wo  liave  confidence  in  the  integrity  and  patriotism,  and  wisdom  «J  «.»*> 

standard  beavers —  Lincoln  and  Hamlin.  If  Mr.  Lincoln  cannot  In*  . . . 

monded  us  a  parlor  President,  like  (ienoral  Pierce,  and  is  not  familiar  mi| 
the  ctnpiotlo  of  foreign  courts,  ns  is  Mr.  Buchanan,  wo  know  that  In*  i*» 
ost,  faithful,  courageous  awl  capable.  No  man  can  read  his  ee)i*bruf*-.l  »!•-* 
bates  with  Mr.  Dougins,  without  forming  a  high  opinion  of  his  mj.u.  it  v 
Ho  is  better  for  having  lived  but  a  short  limo  in  Washington,  for  tlmi  » ■.% 
of  politicians  is  not  particularly  celebrated  for  sound  principles  or  g’ 
morals.  Born  in  Kentucky,  descended  from  a  Pennsylvania  slock,  ih»*  fc 
and  grandson  of  Virginians,  raised  in  Indiana  unci  Illinois,  familiar  h\ 
own  oxpevionco  with  tho  wants  and  inloresis  and  aspirations  of  the 
ho  possesses  tlio  same  trails  of  elmruetor  which  made  Jackson  and  (,'lu\ t  • 
ihoir  clay  and  generation,  leaders  of  parties  and  of  mom  Lot  iih,  my  frn*iU| 
unite  in  electing  him  President  of  tlio  United  States.” 


01-‘  JOHN  MIKKMAN. 


m 

Hiin'nlii  was  tdodnd.  Jlo  l-nmived  ]*sn  ('Ini'loi-ii!  voles; 
llrorlvnni’idtfn  7ii ;  Mou^lus  lvJ;  Hnll  Ml.  Thnipinsl inn  t lion  was 
wlinUmr  Min  pnopln  of  Mu*  sncnd  i  nj.{  slates  would  try  («>  curry 
into  elYnnl.  I  heir  ilnclnmi  ion.  I  liml  no  dnuld  they  would  Iry, 
1  >uf.  I  was  oipuilly  (Min I idtMif  limy  would  ('nil. 

As  events  progressed  in  Min  smith,  cili/ens  of  Min  north  held 
pnpn lin*  meetings  in  nearly  all  mir  cities  and  in  many  ruin l 
communities.  1  wits  inviiod  by  lending  rifi/ens  nT  1‘hiliidel- 
pliia.  In  atlend  a  |nddic.  diunnr  in  that  city  in  December,  iMlil). 
I  could  not  allmal  in  pnrsnn,  lad  wrole  them  a  letter  which 
didinnil  idea rly  my  coii\  n*l bins  and  m y  concepl  ion  of  Ha'  dni ins 
id  mir  people  in  view  nf  pUNsin/c  nvnnls.  I  innnrl  il  linrn; 

W.\'.iiiMi-nis.  I  >.•< -I ■  in  1  *.■  i* isna. 

(irsii  iMi  s:  \  miv  imti'  "f  ilm  IMIi  in-i.,  in\ iliii[>  nn<  in  u 1 1 •  i< I  ii 
1 41  Mir  iliimnl'  ill  \  nlil'  rit  \ ,  nil  Kill  111  v  I'S  Mliilljf  ||I<\  l,  \\ir<  «lul>  irrre  nl, 

I  ri'iin’iiiliiT  ssilh  |i ii'n-Hii it*  tin'  tindnrvi  f-li«i\sn  mi<  liiiiiiijr  tl,,«  ivi-mL 
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bnvo  seen  Seorofary  of  tlm  Troamjry,  charged  villi  iho  financial  credit  of 
tho  government,  offering  for. side  the  bonds  of  the  government,  ami  at  f)m 
sumo  moment  declaring  that  il  will  bo  overthrown,  and  that  ho  would  aid  in 
overthrowing  i(.  Wo  pen  other  high  otlieers  receiving _/>«//  for  services  to 
tlm  government,  und  ycl,  al  tlio  same.  moment,  plotting  its  destruction.  We 
soo  ilio  treasury  vobbod  by  subordinate  ollieors  amid  tlio  general  ruin. 
Stranger  still,  wo  hoc  tlm  1 ’resident  of  tlm  United  Slates  acknowledging  his 
duty  (o  oxoen to  (ho  laws,  but  refusing  (o  cxecuUo  them.  He  admits  that 
tho  consblubon  is  Urn  suprmuo  law,*  that  neidier  a  stale  imr  tlm  citizens  of  a 
8(4i to  on/i  disregard  it;  ami  yet,  armed  as  he  is  with  all  tho  executive  power, 
ho  refuses  even  to  proloot  Ibn  properly  of  the  United  States  against  armed 
vinloileo.  Ho  will  mil  lined  General  Cass,  tlio  head  of  his  cabinet,  lie 
will  not  lim'd  Gonornl  Scot-l,  tlm  bead  of  (1m  army.  He  bus  trans¬ 
ferred  (o  southern  slates  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  arms,  of  (1m 
novesl  pattern  and  most  effective  calibre,  to  lm  turned  against  tho  govern¬ 
ment. 

Tho  American  people  are  now  trembling  with  apprehension  lest  the 
President  allow  our  ofiicers  and  soldiers  (o  he  slauehtm-ed  at  their  posts,  for 
want  of  (bo  aid  which  ho  Ims  refused,  or,  what  is  fur  more  disgraceful,  shall 
order  tlm  Dag  (,f  dio  Union  to  bo  lowered,  without  resistance  to  lawless 

Treason  sits  in  the  councils,  and  timidity  controls  tlm  executive  power. 
Tho  President  listens  to,  nml  is  controlled  by,  threats.  He  theorizes  about 
coercion  a  stale  when  Im  should  In*  enforcing  tlm  laws  against  rebellious 
citizens,  llo  admits  that  tho  slates  have  surrendered  tho  power  to  make 
treaties,  coin  money,  and  regulate  commerce,  and  yet  wo  will  probably  have 
tho  novel  and  ridiculous  fareo  of  a  negotiation  between  tlm  President  and  a 
sfato,  for  tho  suriondor  of  forts,  and  arsenals,  nml  sovereignly,  (,'augress 
can  do  nothing,  for  tho  laws  now  are  sufficient,  if  executed.  Impeachment 
is  too  Blow  a  remedy.  Tho  constitution  provided  against  every  proba- 
bio  vacancy  in  tlm  oilieo  of  Presidont,  but  did  not  provide  for  utter  im- 
bocilily'. 

Tho  people,  alarmed,  oxcilod,  yet  true  to  tlio  Union  and  tlm  constitu¬ 
tion,  nro  watching  with  eager  fear,  lest  diu  noble  government,  baptized  in 
tho  blood  of  tho  Revolution,  shall  bo  broken  into  fragments,  before  tlm 
Presidont  elect  shall  assuino  tho  functions  of  his  oilieo. 

"What  pretext  is  given  for  this  alarming  condition  of  a  flairs? — for  every 
tronsomblo  act  has  i I s  pretext.  Wo  «ro  told  that  dm  people  of  tbo  southern 
states  apprehend  that-  Mr.  Lincoln  will  doprivo  them  of  their  eonstilu- 
Uonal  rights.  It  is  not  claimed  thill,  as  yet,  their  rights  have  boon  invaded, 
but  upon  an  apprehension  of  ovil,  they  will  break  up  tho  most  prosperous 
government  tlio  providonoo  of  God  ever  allowed  to  man, 

Wo  know  very  well  how  groundless  nro  their  apprehonsions,  but  wo 
are  not  ovon  allowed  to  say  so  to  our  follow-citizens  of  the  south.  So  wild 
is  thoir  approlionsion,  that  ovon  such  statesmen  as  Slophons,  .Johnson,  Ilill, 
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Botfs  and  Pettigrew,  whon  they  any,  ‘wait,  wait,  till  wo  son  wlmt  this  Re¬ 
publican  party  will  attempt/  nro  denounced  as  Abolitionists— Subnhssion- 
isfs.  You  know  very  well  that  we  do  not  propose  to  interfere  in  the  slight¬ 
est  dogreo  with  slavery  in  the  status.  We  know  (hat  our  lender,  for  whoso 
election  you  rejoice,  lias,  over  and  over  again,  ullinned  his  opposition  to  tho 
abolition  of  slavory  in  tho  District  of  Columbia,  except  upon  conditions  that 
am  not  likely  to  occur;  or  to  any  interference  with  the  inter  state  slave  trade, 
and  that  he  will  enforco  the  constitutional  right  of  the  citizens  of  tho  slave 
states  to  recapture  their  fugitive  slaves  when  they  escape  from  service  into 
tho  free  stales.  We  know  very  well  that  the  great  objects  which  thoso  who 
elected  .Mr.  Lincoln  expect  him  to  accomplish  will  be  to  secure  to  free  labor 
its  just  right  to  tho  territories  of  the  United  .States;  to  protect,  as  far  as 
practicable,  by  wise  revenue  laws,  the  labor  nt  our  people;  to  secure  the 
public  lauds  to  actual  settlers,  instead  of  to  non-ivsideiit  speculators;  to 
develop  the  internal  resources  of  the  country,  by  opening  now  means  of 
communication  between  the  Atlantic  ami  the  Pacific,  and  to  purify  tho  ad¬ 
ministration  of  the  government  from  the  pernicious  influences  of  jobs,  con¬ 
tracts,  and  unreasoning  party  warfare. 

Hut  some  of  you  may  say,  all  this  is  very  well,  but  what  will  you  do 
to  save  tho  Union!'  Why  don’t  you  compromise? 

Gentlemen,  remember  that  wo  are  just  recovering  from  the  dishonor  of 
breaking  a  legislative  compromise.  We  have  boon  struggling,  against  all 
the  powers  of  tho  government,  for  six  years,  to  secure  practically  wlmt  was 
expressly  granted  by  a  compromise.  Wo  have  .succeeded.  Kansas  is  now 
free.  Tho  Missouri  restriction  is  now  practically  restored  by  the  incipient 
constitution  of  Kansas,  and  safer  yol,  by  the  will  of  her  people.  Tho  bap¬ 
tism  of  strife  through  which  she  lms  passed  has  only  strengthened  the  pro¬ 
hibition.  There  let  it  stand. 

But  our  political  opponents,  who  have  dishonored  tho  word  compro¬ 
mise,  who  trampled,  without  a  moment's  hesitation,  upon  a  compromise,  when 
they  expected  to  gain  by  it,  now  ask  us  to  again  compromise,  by  securing 
slavery  south  of  a  geographical  line.  To  this  wo  might  fairly  say:  There  is 
no  occasion  for  compromise.  Wo  hnvo  dono  no  wrong;  wo  have  no  apolo¬ 
gies  to  make,  and  no  concessions  to  offer.  You  uhoso  your  ground,  and  wo 
accoptod  your  issue.  We  have  beaten  you,  and  you  must  submit,  as  wo  have 
done  in  the  past,  and  au  we  would  have  clone  if  the  voice  of  tho  pcoplo  had 
boon  against  us.  As  good  eitizons,  you  must  oboy  the  laws,  and  respeot  (he 
constituted  authorities.  But  we  will  mod  new  questions  of  administration 
with  a  liboral  spirit.  Without  surrendering  our  convictions  in  tho  least,  we 
may  now  dispose  of  tho  whole  territorial  controversy  by  tho  exorcise  of 
unquestioned  congressional  power. 

The  only  territory  south  of  tho  lino,  except  that  which,  by  treaty  with 
Indian  tribes,  cannot  bo  included  within  tho  jurisdiction  of  a  slate,  is  Now 
Mexico.  She  1ms  now  population  enough  for  admission  as  a  state.  Let 
Congress  ad/nit  her  as  n  slate,  and  then  alio  has  the  acknowledged  right 
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to  form,  regulate,  cluing',  or  modify  her  domestic  institutions.  She  lias 
now  n  nominal  slave  eode,  framed  and  urged  upon  her  by  territorial  oflieers. 
iYuelioallv,  shivery  does  not  exist  thorn.  Jt  never  can  ho  established  there. 
In  n  region  where  (lio  earth  yields  linr  increase  only  hy  tin'  practice  of  irri¬ 
gation,  slave  labor  will  not.  lio  employed.  Al  any  rate,  il  is  better  to  set¬ 
tle  idl  questions  about  slavery  (hero,  by  admitting  Iho  territory  us  a  stain. 
While  a  territory,  it  is  insisted  that  slavery  sladl  be  protected  in  it.  "Wo 
insist  that  Congress  may  prohibit  it,  and  that  tlio  people  have  an  undisputed 
right  to  e.velndo  slaves.  Why  not,  by  terminating  their  territorial  condi¬ 
tion,  delurniino  this  controversy?  The  same  course  might  now  properly  bn 
adopted  with  ill!  the  lorritoties  of  Iho  United  States. 

In  ouch  of  tlio  territories  (hero  are,  now,  small  settlements  scattered 
along  tho  linos  of  transit.  Within  five  years,  the  least  populous  will 
contain  sufllcioul  population  for  a  Ibipresontativo  in  Congress.  Dakota, 
Washington,  Nevada,  and  Jefferson  are  destined  scam  to  be  as  familiar 
to  ns  as  Kansas  ami  Nebraska.  It  is  well  worthy  tlm  consideration 
of  (lio  old  stall's,  whether  it  is  not  heller  to  dispense  with  nil  territorial 
organizations always  expensive  and  turbulent  —  and,  at  once,  to  carve 
tho  whole  into  slates  of  convenient  size,  for  admission.  This  was  tlio  JolTor- 
soniati  plan,  which  did  not  contemplate  territories,  but  states.  H  wns  also 
Minolhmed  by  General  Taylor,  and,  but  for  his  death,  would  havo  been 

adopted. 

This  is  an  easy,  nfloutnnl  remedy,  within  tlio  power  of  Congress,  and  in 
ils  nature  an  irrovoouhle  act.  There  is  no  necessity  of  an  amendment  to 
tlio  constitution.  It  is  not  at  all  probable  that  two-thirds  of  both  Douses  of 
t 'engross  and  llmm-fourths  of  the  states  can  agree  to  any  amendments. 
Why  attempt  it,  unless  to  invito  new  contests,  to  again  arouse  sectional 
animosities?  Wo  know  that  if  Mexico  is  acquired  the  south  will  demand  it 
for  slavery,  ami  (lie  north  for  fre.o  institutions.  Wo  must  forego,  for  the 
present,  now  conquests,  unless  tlio  love  of  acquisition  is  stronger  than  the 
love  of  domestic!  peueo. 

Suppose  it  to  be  conceded  that  tlio  constitution  should  lm  amondod, 
what  amendment  will  satisfy  tlm  south?  Nothing  loss  than  (ho  protection 
of  slavery  in  (in'  territories.  .Hut  our  pimple  have  pronounced  against  it. 
/Ml  who  voled  for  Mr.  Lincoln  or  Mr.  Douglas-  -over  three  million  three 
hundred  thousand  citizens-  voted  against  this  claim.  Dess  tbaua  million 
voted  for  it.  Should  tlm  great  majority  yield  to  n  meagre  minority,  espe¬ 
cially  under  threats  of  disunion?  This  minority  demand  that  slavery  be 
protected  by  the  constitution.  Our  fathers  would  not  allow  the  wool 
‘slave  ’  or  ‘.shivery’  in  tho  constitution,  when  all  the  states  but  one  woro 
slavi'holding.  Hindi  \vu  introduce  these  words  when  a  majority  of  tlio  slutos 
urn  free,  mid  when  tho  progress  of  civilization  lias  arrayed  the  world  against 
slavery?  .If  the  love  of  ponce,  and  ease,  and  olllee,  should  lompt  politi¬ 
cians  and  nmrohimts  to  do  it,  tho  people  will  rebel.  1  assure  you,  wlialuvor 
may  bo  iho  consequence),  they  will  not  yield  (heir  moral  convictions  by 
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strongthoning  tho  influence  of  shivery  in  this  country,  I  lucent  events  have 
only  dooponod  this  fueling. 

Tho  struggle  to  establish  shivery  in  Kansas;  tho  frequent  murders 
and  lnobbiugs,  in  tho  south,  of  nortlioru  citizens ;  tlm  present  turbulence  and 
violence)  of  southern  society  ;  the  manifest  fear  of  the  freedom  of  speech  and 
of  the  proas ;  tho  clangor  of  insurrection;  and  now  tho  attempt  to  subvert 
the  government  rallior  than  submit  to  a  constitutional  election  —  these 
events,  disguise  it  as  you  may,  hnvo  aroused  a  counter  irritation  in  the  north 
that  will  not  allow  its  representatives  to  yiold  merely  for  peace,  more  than 
is  prescribed  by  tho  loiter  and  spirit  of  tho  constitution.  Every  guarantee 
of  tins  instrument  ought  to  bo  faithfully  and  religiously  observed,  lint 
when  it  is  proposed  to  change  it,  to  seunro  new  guarantees  to  slavery,  to 
extend  and  protect  it,  you  invoko  and  arouse  tho  anti-slavery  feeling  of 
tho  north  to  war  against  slavery  everywhere. 

1  nm,  thoroforo,  opposed  to  anv  change  hi  the  constitution,  and  lo  any 
compromise  that  will  surrender  any  of  the  principles  sanctioned  by  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  ill©  roeoiit  contost.  If  the  personal-liberty  bills  of  any  stuto  infringe 
upon  tho  constitution,  thoy  should  at  once  bo  repealed.  Most  of  them  lmvo 
slumborod  upon  tho  statute  book  for  yours.  They  are  now  soized  upon,  by 
those  who  are  plotting  disunion,  as  a  pretoxt.  We  should  give  them  no  pre¬ 
text.  It  is  always  right  and  proper  for  each  state  to  apply  to  state  laws  the 
tost  of  iho  constitution. 

It  is  a  romarkable  fact  that  neither  of  tho  border  free  states  —  Nmv 
Jorsoy,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  nor  Iowa  —  lmvo  any  such 
upon  thoir  statute  books.  Tho  laws  of  theso  states,  against  kidnapping,  are 
similar  to  those  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky.  The  laws  of  other  states,  so- 
oallod,  lmvo  never  operated  to  relouso  a  single  fugitive  slave,  and  may  be 
rogurdocl  simply  as  a  protest  of  thoso  states  against  tho  harsh  features  of  (lie 
fugitive  slave  law.  So  far  as  they  infringo  upon  tho  constitution,  or  impair, 
in  the  least,  a  constitutional  right,  they  uro  void  and  ought  to  bo  repealed. 

I  venture  the  assertion  that  thero  lmvo  been  more  cases  of  kidnapping 
of  free  negroes  in  Ohio,  than  of  peaociiblo  or  unlawful  rescue  of  fugitivo 
slaves  in  the  wholo  United  States.  It  has  been  shown  that  the  law  of  recap¬ 
ture  ancl  tho  penalties  of  rescue  have  been  almost  invariably  executed. 
Count  up  all  the  cases  of  rescue  of  negroes  in  tho  north,  and  you  can  (iud  in 
your  newspapers  more  cases  of  unlawful  lynching  and  murder  of  whito  men 
in  tho  south.  Theso  oases  have  now  boconio  so  frequent  ami  atrocious,  as  lo 
demand  tho  attention  of  tho  gonotal  government.  Tho  same  article  of  the 
constitution  that  secures  tho  recapture  of  fugitives  from  service  and  justice, 
also  secures  tho  rights  of  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  to  all  the  immu¬ 
nities  and  privileges  of  citizens  of  the  several  states.  No  law  1ms  been 
pnssod  by  Congress  to  socuro  this  constitutional  right.  No  executive  au¬ 
thority  interposes  to  protect  onr  citizens,  and  yet  wo  hear  no  throats  of  re¬ 
taliation  or  ivbollion  from  northern  citizens  or  uerthorn  statos.  So,  I  trust, 
it  may  over  be. 
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not  eonoeal  from  each  other.  Jt  is  either  hostilities  between  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  tlio  seceding  states;  or,  if  separation  is  yielded  peaceably, 
it  is  a  war  of  factions ---a  rivalry  of  insignificant  communities,  hating 
each  other,  and  eontemned  by  the  civilized  world.  If  war  results,  wlmt 
a  war  it  will  be !  Contemplate  the  north  and  south,  in  hostile  array 
against  ouch  oilier.  If  these  sections  do  not  know  each  other  now  they 
will  /hen. 

Wo  are  a  nation  of  military  men,  naturally  turbulent  beeauso 
wo  are  free,  accustomed  to  anus,  ingenious,  energetic,  brave  and  strong. 
The  sumo  qualities  that  hnvo  enabled  a  single  generation  of  men  to 
develop  (let  resources  of  a  continent,  would  unable  us  to  destroy  moro 
rapidly  than  we  have.  consti-neted.  It  is  idle  for  individuals  of  either  sec¬ 
tion  to  suppose  themselves  superior  in  military  power.  The  French  and 
English  tried  that  question  for  a  thousand  years.  We  ought  to  know  it 
now.  The  result,  of  tho  contest  would  not  depend  upon  the  lirst  blow  or 
the  first  year,  but  blood  shed  in  civil  war  will  yield  its  baleful  fruit  for 
generations. 

How  ran  wo  avert  a  calamity  at  which  humanity  and  civilization  shud¬ 
der  V  I  know  no  way  but  to  cling  to  the  government  framed  by  our  fathers, 
to  administer  it  in  a  spirit  of  kindness,  but  in  all  cases,  without  partiality,  to 
enforce  the  laws.  No  state  can  release  us  from  the  duty  of  obeying  tho 
laws.  The  ordinance  or  act  of  a  state  is  no  defense  for  treason,  nor  docs  it 
lesson  the  moral  guilt  of  that  crime.  Lot  us  cling  to  each  other  in  the  hope 
that  enr  differences  will  pass  away,  as  they  often  have  in  limes  past.  For 
tho  sake  of  peace,  for  the  love  of  civil  liberty,  for  tho  honor  of  our  name, 
our  race,  our  religion,  let  us  preserve  tho  Union,  loving  it  belter  as  tho 
clouds  grow  darker.  1  am  willing  to  unite  with  any  man,  whatever  may 
have  boon  his  party  relations,  whatever  may  be  his  views  of  the  existing  dif¬ 
ferences,  who  is  willing  to  rely  on  the  constitution,  as  it  is,  for  his  rights ;  and 
who  is  willing  to  maintain  and  defend  tho  Union  under  all  circumstances, 
against  all  enemies,  at  home  or  abroad. 

Pardon  me,  gentlemen,  for  writing  you  so  fully.  I  feel  restrained,  by 
the  custom  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  from  engaging  there  in  polit¬ 
ical  debate;  and  yet  I  feel  it  is  the  duty  of  every  citizen  to  prepare  his  coun¬ 
trymen  for  grave  events,  that  will  test  tho  strength  and  integrity  of  the 
government. 

Believing  that  our  only  safety  is  in  a  firm  enforcement,  of  tlm  laws,  and 
that  Mr.  Lincoln  will  execute  that  duty  without  partiality,  I  join  my  hearty 
oungrutulalions  with  yours  that  ho  is  so  soon  to  be  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales.  With  great  respect,  I  remain,  very  truly, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  Siikii.man, 

Messrs.  Wm.  Ukai>,  D.  J.  Cochran,  L.  8.  Fi.ktciiku,  II.  E.  Wajj.aok, 
Ciias.  O’Nkii.i,,  Committee," 
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Tlio  loading  events  in  tho  progressive  secession  limy  bo 
bi'iclly  si atoil.  Tho  (Slates  of  .Sooth  Carolina,  Georgia,  Missis¬ 
sippi,  Florida,  Louisiana,  Alabama,  Arkansas,  Texas,  North 
Carolina.,  Tennessee,  and  Virginia,  severally  in  tho  order  named, 
adopted  ordinances  ot  secession.  Each  oE  thorn  committed 
acts  oE  war  against  tho  United  (States.  They  seized  forts,  navy 
yards,  arsenals,  customhouses,  post  oltioos  and  other  public  build¬ 
ings  of  tlio  United  States.  South  Carolina,  on  tho  27th  of  De¬ 
cember,  LSliO,  seized  fort  Monltrio  and  Castle.  Pinckney,  a  light¬ 
houses  tender,  and  a  schooner.  On  tho  Hist,  she  took  possession 
ot  tlio  United  Slates  arsenal,  post  office,  and  customhouse  in 
Charleston,  tho  arsenal  containing  seventy  thousand  stand  of 
arms  and  ol.lior  stnres.  On  tlio  Dili  of  January,  18(11,  sho  took 
possession  oE  tho  steamer  “Marion”  at  Charleston,  and  on  that 
day  tho  “Star  of  tho  West”  was  bred  upon. 

Goorgia,  on  l.ho  second  of  January,  18(11,  took  possession  of 
Forls  Pulaski  and  Jackson  and  the  United  Stales  arsenal.  On 
the  12lh  of  January,  she  took  possession  of  the  arsenal  at  Au¬ 
gusta,  containing  howitzers,  cannon,  nmskots  and  largo  stores 
of  powder,  hall  and  grape.  On  the  sumo  day  she  soized  tho 
United  Stales  steamer  “Ida.”  On  tho  8th  of  February,  sho 
took  possession  of  all  tho  money  received  from  customs.  On 
I, ho  2Jst,  sho  seized  three  Now  Voile  vessels  at  Savannah.  Flo¬ 
rida,  on  tho  12th  of  January,  18(11,  took  possession  of  tlio  navy 
yards  at  Fort  Uarraiicas  and  Moh'uo  ;  also  tlio  Chattahoochee 
arse  mil,  containing  800,(100  cartridges  ot  different  patterns  and 
50,0(10  pounds  of  gunpowder. 

A lnluumi.  look  possession  of  Fort  Morgan,  the  Mount  Ver¬ 
non  arsenal,  sumo  pieces  of  cannon,  and  largo  amounts  of  muni¬ 
tions  of  war.  Sho  look  possession  also  of  tlio  rovouuo  cutter 
“Lewis  ( ’ass.” 

Mississippi,  on  Urn  20th  of  January,  seized  tlio  fort  at  Ship 
Island  ami  l.ho  Untied  Slates  hospital  on  I, ho  Mississippi  Bivor. 

On  the  Util  of  January,  Limisiiimi  took  possession  of  Forts 
Jackson,  St.  Phillips  and. Pike,  and  tho  ar.sonal  at  Da  ton  Bongo 
containing  fifty  thousand  small  arms,  l.wonty  heavy  pieces  of 
ordnance,  throe  hundred  barrels  of  powder  mid  ollior  military 
supplies.  On  tlio  28th,  sho  took  possession  oE  all  commissary 
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and  quartermaster  stores  in  tho  possession  of  United  States 
officials  within  her  borders.  On  the  first  of  February,  she 
seized  the  mint  and  customhouse  continuing  $u!)y,303  in  gold 
and  silver. 

Texas,  on  the  20th  of  February,  took  Forts  Chadbonrne  and 
ISelknap  with  all  the  proporty  of  the  Overland  Mail  Company. 
On  the  20th,  General  'Twiggs,  an  ollicer  of  tho  army  of  the 
United  States,  traitorously  surrendered  all  government  stores 
in  his  command,  estimated  at  $1,300,000  in  value,  including 
monoy  and  specie,  thirty-live  thousand  stand  of  arms,  twenty- 
six  pieces  of  mould ain  artillery,  and  other  military  stores. 

On  tho  2nd  of  March,  she  seized  tho  vevenuo  cutter  “Dodge” 
and  Fort  Brown. 

Arkansas  seized  tho  arsenal  at  Little.  Kook,  containing  nine 
thousand  small  arms,  forty  cannon,  and  a  quantity  of  annmini- 
tioii. 

Virginia,  according  to  the  statement  of  Governor  Letcher, 
would  have  seizod  Forl-ross  Monroo,  hut  that  it  was  firmly  hold 
by  national  troops. 

These  wero  some  of  tho  acts  of  war  committed  by  tbe  seced¬ 
ing  states  beforo  the  inauguration  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

What  was  done  by  the  administration  of  .Tamos  Buchanan 
to  moot  these  acts  of  war?  Tho  answer  to  this  quest, ion  is  a 
most  painful  confession  of  feebleness,  vacillation  and  dishonor. 
It  was  shown  conclusively  that  Floyd,  tho  Secretary  of  War, 
during  18(i0  transferred  from  Springfield  and  other  armories  to 
southern  arsenals  (>5,0(M)  percussion  muskets,  40,000  altered 
ninskots  and  10,000  villus.  On  the  20th  of  October,  he  ordered 
40  eolinu Iliads  and  four  32  pounders  to  bo  sent,  from  tho  arsenal 
to  tho  Fort,  at  Galveston  in  'Texas,  tbe  building  of  which  had 
hardly  been  commenced.  It  was  shown  by  a  report  of  a  com- 
niittoo  of  tho  Honso  that  tho  vessels  of  tho  United  States  were 
dispersed  by  tbe  Secretary  of  tho  Navy  to  distant  ports,  for  the 
purpose  of  provonting  their  nso  in  t.lio  dofomso  of  the  property 
of  the  United  States. 

Tho  Mobilo  “Advertiser”  said: 

“During  ll jo  pusl  year,  135,-130  mu.skols  hnvo  boon  quietly  trnnsforred 
from  tho  northern  nrsomtl  tit  Springfield  tilono,  to  those  in  tho  soulhorn 
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suites.  Wo  mu  mueli  oljligcd  to  Siwolury  Vlnyd  for  tiro  foresight  ],e  |,,.|S 
finis  displayed  in  disarming  tiro  nortli  nml  t’tjitijt/n'iHi  thr.  rnulh  for  f/i id  enter- 

JciTorson  Davis,  on  .Tim  nary  1),  ISliO,  in  introducing  into  tho 
Semite  a  bill  !o  authorizo  the  sale  of  public  arms  to  the  several 
stales  ami  territories,  signiiicuntly  said:  “There  arc  a  number 
of  volunteer  companies  wanting  to  pnrcluiso  arms,  but  the 
slates  liavo  not  a  sulliciout  supply.” 

This  bill  was  agreed  to  by  Urn  Somite  by  a  party  vole,  yeas 
28,  nays  18.  In  the  House  the  bill  wu  ;s  never  report ed. 

Mr.  Duchainin,  in  his  annual  message  at  the  beginning  of 
t.lio  2nd  session  of  the  With  Congress,  announced  the  startling 
doetrino  that  a  stato  could  not  bo  coerced  by  the  general  gov¬ 
ernment,  and  said: 

“After  muuli  Htnimis  refloolitm,  J  luivu  arrived  ui  tho  conclusion  Unit 
no  muili  power  lias  In-cn  drli^pitori  to  (’ou^ross  nor  to  any  other  department 
of  (ho  fedora!  jrovormin’tit.  It  is  manifest,  upon  tin  inspection  of  tho  con- 
KUlntion,  thill  thin  is  nut  amoii^  tlm  spreilio  and  emuimmlod  powers  grunted 
to  ;  nwl  it  is  inpudly  apparent  ihnt  its  oxereiso  is  not ‘nuec.ssttry 

uml  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  *  any  ono  of  these  powers.” 

Again  lie  says: 

“  Without  descending  to  purliouhir.s,  il  may  ho  safely  assorted  llmC  tlm 
power  to  mulct*  war  uo-iiinat  u  stain  is  at  variance  with  tho  whole  spirit  and 
ilitcuil  of  tho  constitution. 

"'rim  fact  is,  Unit  our  Union  rests  upon  puhlio  opinion,  and  can  never 
bo  eomoiifcd  by  tho  blond  of  its  rili/ons  shed  in  civil  war.  if  it  eumiol  live 
in  (lio  nJl'nntions  of  Uni  people  it  must  one  day  parish.  (Jonnrrss  possesses 
many  moans  of  preserving  it  by  cntieiliulion  ;  Inil  tho  sword  was  not  placed 
in  their  hand  to  preserve  it  by  force. 

Tliis  doctrine,  if  acquiesced  in,  would  lenvo  tho  United 
States  utterly  powerless  to  presovvo  its  own  life,  whatever 
might  ho  the.  exigencies,  even  against  the  most  insignificant 
stuto  in  tho  'Union.  Tt  was  manifest  that  while  linchiiniui  re¬ 
mained  President,  and  Cmimnindor-in-Ohicf  of  the  army  and 
navy,  it  was  utterly  futile  to  resist  tho  secession  of  the  least  of 
these  slates,  or  oven  l  o  protect  tlm  public  property  in  thorn. 

On  tho  llli  of  1  Icmnbov,  ISlil),  the  Ifouso  of  Unpresontatives 
organised  wlin.t  is  known  as  the  ''conunittoo  of  thirty-three,” 
ol'  which  Mr.  Corwin,  of  Ohio,  was  chairman.  So  much  of  the 
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President's  message  as  related  to  the  perilous  condition  of  tlio 
country  was  referred  to  it.  Propositions  of  all  kinds  were  sent 
to  tho  committee,  but  the  final  result  was,  as  anticipated,  a 
disagreement  upon  all  the  measures  proposed. 

On  tho  tilth  of  January,  18(11,  Mr.  Crittenden  offered  his  cele¬ 
brated  resolutions,  proposing  certain  amendments  to  tlio  con¬ 
stitution  of  tho  United  States,  in  relation  to  slavery,  but  tliey 
wero  rejected  in  the  Senate  and  wore  not  acted  upon  in  tlio 
Honso. 

A  peace  conference  was  held  at  Washington,  at  the  request 
of  tho  legislature  of  Virginia,  composed  of  delegates  from  tho 
several  states  appointed  by  tho  governors  thereof.  John  Tyler 
was  president  and  Thomas  liwing,  of  Ohio,  was  ono  of  the  most 
active  and  influential  members  of  the  conference.  It  sat  dur¬ 
ing  Hourly  all  tlio  month  of  Pelmiary  ami  recommended  seven 
articles  of  amendment  to  flic  constitution.  Thoso  propositions 
wero  adopted  by  tho  conference  and  reported  to  the  Senate  on 
tho  2nd  of  March,  and  wore  rojocted  by  a  veto  of  ii  yeas  and 
34  nays.  Subsequently  they  wore  again  offered  by  Mr.  Critten¬ 
den  and  rejected  by  a  voLo  of  7  yens  and  28  nays.  They  were 
prosonted  to  tho  Honso  on  the  1st  of  March,  18(11,  and  wero 
there  rejected. 

A  Sonato  committoo  of  13  was  organized  on  tho  18th  of 
Uocombor,  180(1,  to  considor  tho  condition  of  tlio  country,  but 
its  report  was  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate.  Many  other  propo¬ 
sitions  of  adjustment  wore  made  both  in  the  Semite  and 
House,  but  nono  of  thorn  wore  agreed  to.  Not.  only  wore  no 
moasuros  adopted  lo  prevent  secession,  but  it  was  proposed  by 
Air.  Mason,  Unit,  to  avoid  tlio  possibility  of  a  conlliel,  between 
tlio  forces  of  tlio  army  and  navy  and  of  tlio  seceding  states,  all 
the  laws  providing  for  tho  use  of  tho  army  in  aid  of  llui  civil 
authorities  in  executing  tlio  laws  of  tlio  United  Slates,  should 
he  suspended  and  made  inoperative,  in  those  states.  These 
were  tho  laws  passed  during  the  term  of  President  Jackson  and, 
at  his  earnest  request,  to  enable  the  government  to  enforce  tlio 
laws  of  tho  United  States  against,  tlm  opposition  of  tlio  State  of 
South  Carolina.  It  was  a  striking  presentation  of  llio  dilTor- 
cnco  between  (tenoral  Jackson  and  James  ihiehauan. 
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Mr.  Hunter,  of  Virginia,  proposed  to  retrocede  to  the  Reced¬ 
ing  Ht.utos,  the  property  of  tbo  United  States.  The  last  act  of 
Jefferson  David  was  to  offer  a  joint  resolution  providing: 

“  'I'lmC  iif>on  tho  application  of  a  stutu,  uitlior  through  a  convention  or 
logislulurn  tlu-rooF,  asking  thut  l)m  fedora)  forces  of  the  army  and  navy  may 
Iu>  withdrawn  from  its  limits,  the  President  of  tlm  United  States  shall  order 
the  withdrawal  of  the  federal  garrisons,  and  lake  the  needful  suourity  for 
the  safely  of  the  publ'io  property  which  may  remain  in  said  slato. 

“That  whenever  a  stale  convention,  duly  and  lawfully  assembled,  shall 
onuet  that  the  safety  of  the  stulo  requires  it  to  keep  troops  and  ships  of  war, 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales  be,  and  Ire  is  hereby  authorized  and 
directed  lo  recognize  the  oxoreise  of  that  power  by  the  stale,  and  by  proc¬ 
lamation  to  give  notice  of  the  fact  for  the  information  and  government  of  all 
parties  mmoorned.*’ 

On  Iho  llt.li  of  February,  1801,  Burton  Oraige,  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  offered  a  joint  resolution: 

“That  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  be,  and  is  hereby  required  lo 
acknowledge  tlm  independence  of  said  government  (The  Confederacy  of 
tlm  United  Slates  South)  as  soon  as  ho  is  informed  oflicially  of  its  establish¬ 
ment  ;  and  that  ho  receive  such  envoy,  ambassador,  or  commissioner  as  may 
nr  shall  bo  appointed  by  said  government  for  (ho  purposo  of  amicably  ad¬ 
justing  the  matters  in  dispute  with  said  government.” 

Such  was  Clio  hopeless  condition  of  the.  United  States  in  the 
last  mouths  of  tho  administration  of  James  Buchanan.  It. 
■would  appear  from  the  resolute  action  of  tho  seceding  states, 
tlioir  union  as  Confederate  States,  the  hopeless  imbecility  of 
Uio  Prosident  of  tho  United  States,  tho  presence  of  tho  seceded 
traitors  in  both  houses  of  Congross,  tho  weakness  and  feeble¬ 
ness  of  that  body,  left  but  little  hope  for  tho  preservation  of 
tho  Union.  Tho  future  presaged  a  civil  war,  and  opened  up  a 
dark  prospect,  a  discouraging  example  for  future  republics,  but 
the  4th  of  March  came,  and  a  new  life  was  infused  into  tho 
national  councils. 

Tho  second  sosaion  of  the  3(ith  Congress  commenced  on  tho 
3rd  day  of  Docomber.  Tho  messago  of  the  President  I  have 
already  commented  upon.  It  was  regarded  as  a  fceblo  wail  of 
despair,  an  absolute  abuegation  of  the  powers  of  tho  general 
government.  No  expectation  or  hope  was  indulged  in  that 
tho  Prosident  would  do  any  act  or  say  any  word  to  arrest  or 
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delay  tho  flagrant,  treason,  then  being  committed  in  .South 
Carolina.  “Alter  mo  the  deluge ”  was  written  on  every  pago 
ol  his  message.  Our  only  hope  was  in  tho  good  time  coming, 
when,  at  tho  closo  of  his  term,  he  would  retire  to  privato  life. 

Having  charge  of  tho  appropriation  bills  as  chairman  of  tho 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  of  the  Sfith  Congress,  I  was  only 
solicitous  to  secure  the  passage  of  thoso  bills,  so  that  tho  now 
administration  would  liavo  money  to  moot  tho  current  wants 
of  tho  government.  Within  a  few  days,  all  these  hills  woro 
reported,  and  woro  pushed  forward  and  passed  at  an  early 
period  of  tho  session. 

1  purposely  postpone  consideration  of  tho  linancial  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  United  States  during  this  session  so  as  ho  consider 
it,  iu  conned, ion  with  tho  measures  adopted  at  the  called  ses¬ 
sion  in  July,  1801. 

Tho  House  of  Representatives  was  almost  constantly  occu¬ 
pied  in  considering  and  rejecting  tho  many  schemes  “t.osavo 
tho  country,”  already  roforred  to.  Tho  only  political  speech  1 
mado  was  in  reply  to  an  ingonious  speech  of  my  colleague, 
George  H.  l’eiidloton,  mado  on  the  18th  day  of  January,  1801. 
1  replied  on  tho  same  day  without  preparation,  hut  with  a 
lively  appreciation  of  tho  daugors  boforo  ns.  As  I  believe  that 
it  statos  fully  and  fairly  tho  thon  condition  of  the  impend¬ 
ing  revolution,  \  insert  oxtracts  from  it  here: 

“  1  have  listened  with  respect  tviul  attention  to  till  Unit  has  fallen  from 
my  oolloajrm..  Much  (.hut  lio  1ms  Haiti  I  approve;  but  it  Booms  to  me  Unit 
instead  of  appealing  tn  lliis  side  of  tho  I  louso  for  conciliation,  kindness  and 
forbonmnoo,  lio  should  appeal  to  thoso  around  him,  who  alone,  provoke  iho 
excitement  now  prevailing  in  (his  country. 

“Ho  says  tho  army  should  not  bo  used  It)  ooorcu  a  HUilo.  If  by  this  lio 
moans  that  tho  army  should  not  bo  usod  to  conquer  a  slate,  to  compel  her  (o 
bo  roprosontod,  to  maintain  tho  courts  or  post  offices  within  hot-  limits,  to 
burn  Imr  cities  or  desolalo  her  fields,  ho  is  entirely  correct.  1  do  not  bo- 
liovo  that  any  administration  will  pursue  such  a  policy.  Bui,  sir,  wo  have 
u  government,  a  groat  government,  to  maintain.  It  is  supremo  within  tlio 
powovs  delegated  to  it;  and  it  is  provided  with  ample  authority  lo  protect 
itself  against  foreign  or  domestic  enemies.  U  has  the  exclusive  ri^ht  to 
collect  duties  on  imports.  It  is  the  oxclusivo  owner  of  forts,  arsenals,  navy 
yards,  vessels,  ami  munitions  of  war.  H  lias  a  fla^,  tho  symbol  of  its  nation¬ 
ality,  the  emblem  of  its  power  and  delormimitiou,  to  protect  all  those  who 
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may  of  right  gathor  under  its  folds.  It  is  our  duty,  as  the  representatives 
of  this  government,  to  maintain  ami  defend  it  in  the  exorcise  of  its  just 
powers,  lias  it  trespassed  upon  the  rights  of  a  single  individual ?  Does 
any  citizen  of  Sonlli  Carolina  allege  that  this  government  has  done  him 
wrong?  No  man  can  say  that.  The  government  for  years  1ms  been  in  the 
hands  of  the  Democratic  party,  whoso  power  and  patronage  Imvo  been  con¬ 
trolled  ehiolly  by  southern  citizens;  and  now,  when  the  Kopnhlieun  party  is 
about  to  assume  the  reins,  these  citizens  seek  to  subvert  it.  They  organize 
revolution  under  tlm  name  of  secession. 

“What  have  limy  done  ?  The  State  of  South  Carolina  has  seized  the 
ouslomlnnise  in  the  city  of  Charleston,  has  closed  that  port,  and  prevented 
the  United  Slates  from  the  exorcise  of  their  conceded  exclusive  power  of 
collecting  the  revenue  from  imports.  It  lias  taken,  by  force,  monoy  front 
the  treasury  of  the  United  Stales,  and  applied  it  to  its  own  use.  Jt  1ms 
seized  the  anus  and  munitions  of  war  of  the  United  Status  deposited  in 
arsenals  within  the  conceded  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  iho  United  Stales,  and 
turned  them  against  the  army  of  tlm  United  Slates,  it  has  seized  a  loyal 
eilizon  of  Iho  United  Stales  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  impris¬ 
oned  him,  and  threatened  his  life,  for  die  exercise  of  a  plain  constitutional 
duty,  charging  him  with  treason  against,  tlm  Slate  of  South  Carolina.  It 
1ms  taken  citizens  of  difl'ereiil  states  rightfully  and  peacefully  attending  to 
their  business,  insulted  them,  inllieted  the  most  degrading  indignities  upon 
them,  and  then  forcibly  expelled  them.  It  has  raised  a  military  I’oree  of 
artillery,  cavalry,  and  infantry,  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  expelling,  or, 
to  use  their  own  chosen  word,  coercing,  tlm  United  States  from  the  forts, 
arsenals,  ami  oilier  property  of  the  United  Stales.  When  Ala  (or  /Uideisoii 
removed  from  Fort  Moultrie  to  Uort  .Sumter,  it  seized  Fort  Aloullrie,  Korl 
Pinckney,  and  other  property  of  (Im  United  Slates. 

“  More  recently  limy  llivd  upon  a  vessel  in  the  employ  of  the  United 
Status,  conveying  reinforcements  and  provisions  («  our  troops,  In  this  act 
of  war,  they  used  the  camion  and  nmnitiouH  of  win*  paid  for  out  of  onr 
treasury.  Kurts  ceded  by  the  Stale  of  South  Carolina  to  tlm  United  States 
were  used  to  expel  a  vessel  of  the  United  Stales  in  the  pursuit,  of  its  law¬ 
ful  commerce.  "When  the  ‘star-spangled  banner’  was  hoisted  to  her  mast¬ 
head,  us  a  sign  of  nationality,  appealing  to  all  tlm  patriotic  recollections 
which  cluster  around  it  your  (lag,  my  ling,  Urn  Hag  of  Virginia,  of  Ohio,  of 
Kentucky,  of  .Massachusetts,  llm  Hag  of  every  state  and  of  the  whole  Union, 
the  rustle  of  whose  folds  Ims  so  often  excited  tlm  pride  and  patriotic  ardor 
of  Americans  in  every  part  of  the  hubifaldo  globe  that  Hag,  invoked  for 
the  protection  of  ail  unarmed  vessel,  carrying  provisions  to  our  own  troops, 
was  lived  upon  and  dishonored.  An  act  of  war  by  citizens  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  therefore  an  act  of  treason,  was  applauded  by  ollieeis  and  citi¬ 
zens  of  llmt  slate,  and  perhaps  by  those  of  other  stales.  It  was  not  an  act 
of  war  against  you  and  me  merely,  but  against  every  loyal  and  patriotic 
citizen  of  this  great  republic,  Up  to  that  moment  wo  hail  done  nothing. 
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'Plus  govornuiont  laid  boon  morn  forbearing,  tnoro  quiet,  more  complacent, 
under  (his  series  of  offenses,  than  an)'  government  instituted  since  tho  foun¬ 
dation  of  governments. 

“And  now,  Mr.  eliirivmnn,  tlio  same  lawless  violenco  is  breaking  out  in 
oilier  parts  of  the  country.  Forts,  arsenals,  navy  yards,  and  vessels  of  war, 
intrusted  without  defense  to  tho  patriotism  of  tho  people,  have,  upon  one 
pretext  or  another,  been  seized,  and  am  now  held  by  lawless  force.  Upon 
tho  recommendation  of  Members  of  Congress,  Fort  Pulaski  was  seized  by 
troops,  uiulov  an  order  from  the  Governor  of  Georgia.  I  suppose  thero  is 
not  a  Member  upon  the  other  sido  who  will  deularo  that  it  would  be  given 
up  peacefully  to  dm  troops  of  the  United  .States  if  it  were  demanded  by 
our  national  authorities.  More  rccoiilly  slill,  tho  navy  yard  at  Pensacola 
was  taken  by  an  armed  force,  under  the  order  of  dm  Governor  of  Florida. 
I  have  here  a  telegraphic  dispatch  sent  to  this  government: 

‘Ja/n/fii'i/  1801.  Commissioners  appointed  by  die  Governor  of  Florida, 
with  a  regiment  of  armed  men  at  the  gate,  demanded  die  surrender  of 
this  navy  yard,  having  previously  taken  possession  of  one  of  die  magazines. 
J  surrendered  the  place  and  struck  mv  Hag  at  half-past  one  o’clock,  p.  m., 
this  day.’ 

“Mr.  chairman,  supposo  Great  Uritain,  suppose  France,  suppose  all  dm 
powers  of  the  world  combined,  laid  thus  outraged  iho  Hag  of  the  United 
Slates  ;  would  not  overy  ono  of  us  have  demanded  men  and  money  lo  wipo 
out  the  indignity,  and  to  repel  further  like  assaults,  at  whatovor  hazard  P 
Yet,  sir,  dm  Governor  of  Florida,  before  tho  Stale  of  Florida  had  seceded, 
goos  with  an  armed  force,  seizes  upon  our  property,  and  turns  the  gnus  of 
tho  people  of  the  United  Slates  against  tho  army  and  tho  navy  of  the  United 
States.  .1  am  also  told — with  what  truth  I  do  not  know-— that  cannon  are 
planted  upon  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  Hiver,  at  or  near  the  city  of  Vicks¬ 
burg,  in  dm  Stale  of  Mississippi,  anti  that  our  steamboats  are  now  compelled 
to  laud  there  and  (o  give  tin  acooiml  of  themselves.  We  do  not  know  at  what 
moment  they  may  be  subject  (o  tribute  and  seizure.  To  whom  P  To  the 
State  of  Mississippi  P  I  agree  with  all  my  colleagues  from  tho  Stale  of 
Ohio,  from  both  sides  of  this  House,  that  them  is  one  thing  ilnmu(al)Ic--n 
law  that  is  a  higher  law.  It  is,  dial  the  Mississippi  Hivor,  gathering  all  llm 
rivulets  of  tho  northwest  into  one  current,  must  be  permitted  lo  flout  our 
coinniorce,  uninterrupted  and  unlranntieled,  to  Iho  sea,  or  thousands  of  men 
will  (lout  down  upon  Us  waters  and  make  it  free. 

“No  ono  doubls,  ]  supposo,  llmt  the  forts  at  tho  mouth  of  die  .Mississippi 
are  in  tho  possession,  not  of  dm  troops  of  the  United  Slates,  but  troops  llmt 
will  resist  tho  troops  of  the  Uniled  Slates.  Them  is  no  doubt  that  IJntim 
Kongo  has  been  seized  ;  no  doubt,  sir,  lhai  act  after  act  of  war  1ms  boon 
repealed. 

UI  ask  you,  as  tho  representative  of  a  brave  people,  what  shall  wo  doV 
The  question  is  not,  shall  wo  cuorco  a  stale  P  but  shall  we  not  defond  tho 
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property  of  tlio  United  States  against  ail  enemies,  at  homo  and  abroad,  hero 
or  wherever  tho  flag  of  our  country  llonts?  Must  this  government  submit 
to  insult  ami  indignity  ?  Must  it  surrender  its  proporty,  its  flag,  its  nation¬ 
ality  ?  Do  you,  gontlemen  from  Virginia,  whoso  great  statesman  had  so 
largo  a  shnro  in  laying  the  foundations  of  our  government,  desire  to  see  it 
thus  dihliono/wf  ?  Am  yon  ready  to  join  nxoited  mon,  who  will  not  liston 
to  reason  ;  who  oven  spurn  your  patriotism  as  timidity;  who  reject  your 
oounsols,  and  who  would  drag  you  as  unwilling  victims  at  the  heel  of  their 
oar  of  juggernaut,  crushing  under  its  weight  all  hope  of  eivil  liborty  for 
ages  to  eoiDo  ?  Are  yon  aroused  info  madness  by  political  defeat  ?  .  ,  . 

“  Sir,  it  was  but  the  other  day  that  I  whs  told  by  a  distinguished  citizen 
of  an  absolute  monarchy  —  and  the  remark  made  a  deep  impression  on  my 
mind  —  that  ho  doplored  tho  events  now  transacting  around  us;  that  Ire  do- 
plorod  what  ho  considered  the  inevitable  fall  of  this  republic,  but,  said  he, 
ono  good  will  result  from  it;  it  will  stop  forovor  tho  struggle  for  free  insti¬ 
tutions  in  Europo  ;  it  will  establish  upon  a  secure  basis  tho  existing  govern¬ 
ments  of  tho  Old  World.  1  felt  that  tho  remark  was  truo.  If  this  govern¬ 
ment  ennnot  survive  a  constitutional  election  ;  if  it  cannot  defend  its  prop¬ 
orty  and  protect  onr  Hag ;  if  this  government  crumbles  boforo  the  first  sign 
of  disaffection,  what  liopo  is  there  for  free  institutions  in  countries  where 
Icings  and  nobles  and  marshals  and  hereditary  institutions  and  laws  of 
primogeniture  have  existed  forages?  Sir,  when  tho  masses  of  any  people, 
inspired  by  tho  love  of  country,  have  demanded  in  modern  times  the  right  of 
selF-govermuont,  they  lmvo  been  pointed  to  Franco  with  its  revolution  of 
1708,  to  South  America,  whore  changing  republics  rise  and  disappear  so 
rapidly  that  not  ten  men  in  this  House  can  tell  mo  their  namos,  and  also  to 
Mexico.  God  forbid  that  the  despots  of  the  Old  World  should  over  adorn 
tlioir  infernal  logic  by  pointing  to  u  disrupted  Union  here  1  It  is  said,  with 
u  pool’s  lioonso,  that  — 

‘  J'Ymlom  ulinolfwl  ns  Kosciusko  Ml/ 

“  Hut,  sir,  freedom  will  die  with  tho  fall  of  this  republic,  and  tho  sur¬ 
vivors  of  the  calamity  will  find  springing  into  existence  military  despotism 
north,  south,  east  and  west.  Instead  of  two  divisions,  thoro  will  be  many 
divisions.  The  condition  of  this  country  will  bo  worse  than  that  of  Mexico, 
because  wo  are  a  braver,  a  moro  powerful,  peoplo,  who  will  fight  each 
other  with  greater  tenacity.  If  this  ropublio  is  dissolved,  tho  man  now 
lives  who  will  bo  tho  Napoleon  of  somo  section  thereof.  All  history  teaches 
us  that  whenovor  a  free  government  is  disrupted  a  military  despotism  of 
force  is  substituted  for  the  will  of  tho  people  ;  and  we  have  no  right  to  sup- 
poso  tlmt  our  country  will  bo  an  exooption  to  the  general  rule. 

“  I  appeal  to  the  Representatives  of  tho  border  states  to  arrest  the  prog¬ 
ress  of  this  storm  for  a  liltlo  time,  nt  least.  Let  us  see  whether  thoro  is 
any  liopo  for  peace  and  conciliation.  If  thoro  is  not,  then,  if  wo  cannot 
agree,  lot  us  fight ;  but  if  wo  can  agree,  let  us  do  it  like  men,  and  not  be 
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because  ihoynro  not  fired  by  your  lioi  blood,  they  will  not  perform  their  duly 
overvwhero,  you  iiro  very  much  mistaken.  We  uro  the  equals  of  oaoli  other; 
wo  are  of  the  same  blood,  the  same  parentage,  tlm  sumo  character  ;  your 
warm  sun  Ims  quickened  your  blood,  but  our  cold  olhmito  has  steadied  our 
intellects  and  braced  our  energies. 

"1  again  repeat,  Mr.  chairman,  that  wo  should  not  allow  ourselves  to  lie 
deceived  by  words.  The  question  is  not  whether  the  United  States  will 
coerue  a  state,  but  whether  a  state  shall  eoeruo  the  government;  whether 
this  noble  fabric,  devised  by  our  fathers,  shall  fall  without  a  blow.  I  appeal 
to  you  again  ;  1  appeal  to  the  Representatives  of  till  the  states,  whether  we 
shall  allow  Fort  Sumter,  the  only  place  whore  our  flag  floats  in  tlio  harbor 
of  Charleston,  to  bo  surrendered  at  discretion. 

“  For  one,  T  say,  nkvur!  nrvkr!  Even  if  to-morrow  f  should  vote  to 
give  South  Carolina  lioeuso  to  leave  the  Confederacy,  if  1  had  the  powor, 
yet,  wliilo  that  flag  floats,  it  is  the  boundeti  and  sacred  duty  of  this  govern* 
ment  to  protect  it  against  all  enemies,  and  at  all  hazards.  J  had  fondly 
hoped,  while  we  disagreed,  and  while  l  knew  that  our  disagreement  was 
marked  and  decided,  that  you,  gentlemen  of  the  south,  would  yourselves 
take  tin'  lead  in  the  defense  of  our  property  and  our  honor  ;  therefor,*  I 
sat  silent.  I  laid  hoped  that,  while  we  were  discussing,  yon  would  insist 
upon  the  protection  of  the  property  of  the  United  Stales,  and  that  our  ling 
should  not  be  dishonored  until  we  separated,  in  peace  or  in  war. 

“I  was  much  struck  by  a  remark  made  the  oilier  day  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Mississippi  (Mr.  Davis),  that  if  we  could  not  agree  with  each 
other,  wo  ought  to  separate  in  peace-  -that  wo  should  take  this  old  Hag,  and 
fold  it  away,  and  keop  it  as  a  much-loved  memento  for  us  all.  But,  sir,  \vn 
cannot  do  that  now.  Jt  1ms  been  lowered  and  tarnished,  and  wo  all  know 
and  feel  it. 

“I  was  surprised  that  my  colleague  (Mr.  Pendleton)  did  not  vote  for  the 
resolution  offered  by  tlio  geniloman  from  Now  .forsoy,  in  regard  to  Major 
Anderson.  I  hoped  that  tlio  Ohio  delegation  would  unite  in  favor  of  that 
resolution.  1  was  stilt  more  surprised,  allow  mo  to  say  to  tho  Representa¬ 
tives  of  Kentucky,  that  when  thoir  own  gallant  son  had  but  performed  Inn 
boundon  duty  they  should  havo  refused  to  vote  to  sustain  him  in  his  removal 
from  Fort  Monltrio  to  tho  strongest  point  in  bis  command. 

“  Tho  resolution  simply  expressed  a  dosiro  to  enforce  the  laws  ami  to 
proservo  tho  Union- -no  ntoro.  Iam  willing  to  stand  on  this  platform.  I 
can  join  heartily  with  all  thoso  who  mndo  tlmt  pledge,  wlmtover  else  they 
may  think  or  believe  about  tlio  questions  that  divido  our  people.  If  wo  can 
stand  by  each  other,  if  our  constituents  will  stand  by  us  in  that  omphalic 
declaration,  I  do  bcliove  tho  good  ship  that  has  borno  us  thus  far  on  a 
prosperous  voyage  will  outlive  tho  storm.  But,  sir,  if  wo  yield  too  far  to  the 
fury  of  tlio  waves;  if  we  now  surrender,  without  resistance,  tlio  forts,  arsenaE. 
dock -yards,  and  other  property  of  tlio  government,  wo  only  demonslralo  that 
wo  are  not  fit  for  the  duties  assigned  us ;  and,  if  our  names  survive  our 
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times,  they  will  only  be  recorded  as  thoso  of  a  degenerate  nico,  who  had  not 
tlio  manhood  to  proserve  what  their  fathers  won. 

“Gentlemen  cannot-  come  hero  and  say,  ‘Wo  demand  this  ;  or,  wo  de¬ 
mand  that ;  stand  and  deliver.’  That  is  the  language  of  the  highwayman. 
This  is  a  great  tribunal,  whore  men  reason  and  judge  and  weigh  and  doubt 
and  hesitate  and  talk  -and  we  have  a  good  deal  of  that.  No  section  and  no 
statu  can,  because  the  presidential  election  1ms  gone  against  it,  say,  ‘We 
will  have  this  change  in  the  constitution,  or  we  will  tiro  upon  your  (lag;  wo 
will  have  that  change  in  the  constitution,  or  wo  will  seize  upon  your  forts.’ 
That  is  not  the  principle  upon  which  this  government  was  founded.  Mr. 
Jefferson,  when  elected  President  in  1801,  declared  the  true  principle*.  He 
said  it  was  the  duty  of  all  good  citizens  to  obey  the  constitution  ;  to  submit 
to  a  constitutional  election  ;  and  lie  congratulated  the  country  that  the 
Federalists  were  willing  to  give  the  Democrats  a  fair  trial. 

“  Under  the  grave  responsibility  upon  which  we  are  acting,  T  fool  it  to 
bo  my  duty  to  you,  to  my  fellow-Members,  and  to  my  countrymen,  north 
and  south,  to  say  frankly,  that,  in  voting  for  this  army  bill,  1  vole  with  the 
expectation  that  tlm  army  will  be  used  in  protecting  the  acknowledged 
property  of  the  United  States,  in  recovering  that  which  has  been  unlawfully 
taken,  and  in  maintaining  tlx*  Union. 

“It  may  bo  said  that  tlio  gravity  of  the  events  {.hat  surround  us  demands 
a  greater  force  than  is  provided  by  this  bill.  The  regular  army  is  a  mere 
skeleton.  The  present  force  will  scarcely  defend  our  frontier  from  1  iidiau 
incursions  ;  but  il  forms  a  nucleus  capable  of  any  re-enforcement.  demanded 
by  the  exigencies  of  tlio  times.  J  do  not  contemplate,  in  any  event,  hostilo 
invasions  of  the  soil  of  any  stale,  unless  demanded  for  tho  defense  of  tho 
acknowledged  propc'rty  of  tho  United  States.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  to  suppress  insurrection  in  a  state;  but  in  this  event  the  military  power 
(ran  only  bn  used  in  strict  subordination  to  tho  civil  authority.  If  tho  civil 
authority  refuse  to  call  for  such  aid.  or  suppress  tho  courts,  tin*  military 
power  cannot  interfere.  If  the  courts  are  closed,  the  duties  of  postmastors 
cannot  bo  enforced,  or  tlm  mails  protected,  and  therefore  the  postal  service 
must  necessarily  be  suspended.  No  doubt  this  measure  will  soon'  bo 
adopted.  If  the  revenue  is  refused,  or  cannot  bo  collected,  then  goods  can¬ 
not  be  imported,  and  ports  must  be  (dosed.  If  a  state  shall,  in  violation  of 
tho  constitution,  undertake  to  regulate  commerce,  then  her  commerce  must 
be  suspended. 

“  No  doubt  other  measures  can  bo  devised  that  will  preserve  the  peace 
of  tlio  country  until  the  people  of  the*  slates  may  confer  in  a  constitutional 
way,  unless  one  or  men*  of  tho  seceding  slates  shall,  by  military  forco,  shed 
the  blood  of  their  fellow-oili’/.ens,  or  refuse  to  surrender  to  the  proper 
authorities  the  acknowledged  property  of  tho  government.  1  know  that  all 
tlio  gentlemen  around  me  must  deoply  deplore  a  civil  war,  especially  if  that 
war  shall  involve  the  fate  of  this  capital  and  tho  disruption  of  tho  gov¬ 
ernment.  No  man  can  conlomplalo  tho  iuovitublo  rosults  of  such  a  war 
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without  tho  most  serious  desire  to  avert  it.  1 1.  is  our  duty  as  Members  of  this 
J  louse,  it  is  tin*  duty  of  Congress,  ]  inn  happy  to  say  it  is  now  tin;  aeknowl* 
island  duty  of  tlio  President,  as  it  is  of  the  incoming  administration,  to  use 
forbearance  to  the  extremes!  point,  Let  not  physical  force  lie  arrayed  in 
civil  war  until  tlio  last  hope  of  peace  and  conciliation  Inis  been  exhausted 
then  let  each  brunch  of  llio  government,  aotitio  in  concert  with  each  otlior, 
perform  its  vespeetivo  duties,  though  tho  heavens  fall  ! 

*■  What  can  \ve  do  for  peace  and  conciliation  ?  I  anticipate  at  otion 
your  reply  ;  you  say,  ‘  Let  ns  compromise  ;  yield  what  we  demand  of  you.’ 
I, el  ns  compromise,  and  wo  will  preserve  the  Union  ;  civil  war  will  he 
averted.  This,  1  know,  is  the  earliest  appeal  of  patriotic  men  in  the  southern 
slates,  who  would  gladly  jrive  their  lives  to  stop  the  march  of  treason  in  those 
states.  How  useless  it  is  to  talk  about  compromises,  concessions,  concilia¬ 
tion,  adjustment,  when,  if  everything  was  conceded,  the  integrity  of  the 
government  limy  ho  broken  up  by  n  majority  of  a  single  state.  ]f  we  hold 
this  Union,  anil  all  the  rights  it  secures  to  us,  mid  all  the  hopes  we  huso 
upon  il,  upon  the  whim  or  will  of  a  single  state,  then,  indeed,  it  is  tho 
weakest  oovernment  ever  devised  by  man.  If  a  single  state  may  destroy  our 
nationality,  then,  indeed,  is  the  wisdom  of  our  fathers  the  wisdom  of  halms. 
We  nm  tin  longer  talk  about  the  weakness  of  tho  old  confederacy  or 
anarchy  of  Mexico. 

“Sir,  we  owe  it  as  the  most  sacred  of  duties  to  put-  down  this  heresy. 
If  it  now  fortifies  itself  by  sectional  animosities,  if  it  rises  from  party 
rebellion  to  secfimml  and  civil  war,  still  it  must,  and  will,  ho  met  with 
determined  resistance.  Upon  this  point,  I  am  ^‘lad  to  say,  the  people  of 
Ohio  live  united,  if  tho  muimmous  voice  of  the  legislature  of  that  stale  is  a 
true  indication, 

“A^iiin,  1  say,  wluil  is  the  use  of  concession,  conciliation,  or  com¬ 
promise,  when,  if  wo  yield  everything  you  demand,  you  cannot  say  to  ms 
‘It  will  save  us  from  disunion  or  war?’  Are  wo  not.  in  danger  of  cpmmd- 
in^r  about  terms  of  roueiliution,  when  traitors  are  overthrowing  the  ^ovarii- 
motif,  we  wish  to  preserve?  Are  we  nol  dividing  ourselves  for  their  bonolit? 
What  will  satisfy  South  C'litolina  and  Florida  and  Mississippi  and  Alabama? 
They  want  disunion,  and  not  compromise  or  conciliation.  Tlu*  I  henoerntio 
party  would  not  n^roo  to  their  tortus,  and  they  seceded  from  the  Charleston 
and  Baltimore  conventions.  Is  it  likely  that  wo  will  yield  what  our  northern 
Democratic  friends  could  not  yield?  Can  you  expect-  this  ‘black  Uepub- 
licmt  party,’  ns  you  plonso  to  cull  it,  will  yield  to  you  what  your  northern 
Democratic  associates  dare  nol?  ll  is  utterly  idle  to  talk  about  any  such 
terms  of  concession.  I  do  not  believe  any  terms  which  our  pcnplo  could 
yield,  and  preserve  their  own  self-respect,  would  satisfy  South  Carolina, 
Florida,  or  some  of  the  oilier  southern  slates,  bccauso  they  aro  bent  upon 
disunion. 

“  We  know  that  gentlemen  who  represented  South  Carolina  on  this 
floor,  if  tlm  newspapers  correctly  report  thorn,  declared  in  tho  Charleston 
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people  of  your  states  that  the  people  of  the  north  have  boon  educated  in 
these  Honlimerits,  profess  them,  mid  are  going  to  put  down  shivery  in  tho 
states,  yon  do  u  great  injustice  to  tin;  intelligence  und  tho  safety  of  your 

“  f  Iiilvi'  heard  hero,  over  and  over  again,  tliis  course  of  agitation,  pur¬ 
sued  only  ilio  other  day  in  tin*  Somite  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Douglas 
quoted  from  one  of  tho  speeches  of  Mr.  Lincoln  that  passage  so  faniiliaf  to 
us  all,  that,  in  his  opinion,  tho  states  would  at  some  day  be  all  slave  or  all 
free.  Sir.  in  this  time  when  the  people  of  the  southern  states  are  in  n  storm 
of  excitement,  that  speech  of  tho  Senator  from  Illinois  is  sent  over  thoso 
slates  as  tending  to  show  that.  Mr.  Lincoln  would  in  some  way  interfere 
with  slavery  in  the  slates.  Mr.  Lincoln  answered  tliis  inforeiiee  with  a 
solemn  disclaimer  over  and  over  again  on  tho  same  ‘.stump’  with  tlmt  Sena¬ 
tor.  1  ask  wlietl lei*  it  was  just  to  quoto  tlio  opinion  without  giving  the  dis¬ 
claimer?  It  oerhiinly  was  not.  Wo  might  answor  all  yon  say  by  declaring 
(hat  the  Republican  party  does  not.  propose  to  interfere  with  your  constitu¬ 
tional  rights.  I  have  no  doubt  that  tho  administration  of  Mr.  Lincoln  will 
carry  nut  the  doctrines  of  the  Chicago  platform;  but  not  the  platform  as 
you  pervert  it.  Sir.  it  will  convince  the  southern  people  that  all  tho  things 
said  about  us  iirr  unfounded.  What,  then,  will  ho  tho  fate  of  hundreds  of 
politicians  in  the  southern  states  who  have  stirred  their  people  up  to  tho 
present  intense  excitement? 

“Yet.  the  baptism  of  misrepresentation,  through  which  this  Republican 
part-v  bus  (bus  far  udvaneed,  does  not  excuse  us  from  doing  all  in  our  power 
to  produce  conciliation,  harm-my,  peace,  cpiiet,  a  fair  and  honest  adjustment 
of  all  the  dittleulties  that  surround  ns.  .  .  . 

“Now,  Mr.  elmirmau,  I  have  gone  over  the  whole  Held.  1  have  given 
my  views,  speaking  for  no  other  man,  frankly  and  fearlessly,  and  I  will 
stand  by  them  now  and  in  tbo  future.  1  lmvu  given  you  my  opinion  upon 
all  thoso  points.  I  loll  you  that,  this  wholo  controversy  was  fought  and 
won  by  us  two  years  ago,  and  all  you  lmvo  to  do  now  is  to  admit  Kansas. 
That  is  the  only  act  of  power  now  needed.  There  let  it  stand.  Let  us 
live  together  like  n  band  of  brothors.  If  wo  cannot  agree  with  yon  about 
slavery,  why,  you  do  not  agroo  with  us.  T  know  there  lias  been  a  great 
<loal  of  intemporanen  of  language  on  this  subject  ;  but  I  ask,  if  it  lias  boon 
used  upon  our  side,  has  it  not  been  used  upon  yours?  If  thero  has  been 
harsh  mid  violent  words  used,  J  Imvo  not  uttered  them  that  1  know  of.  If 
I  have,  J  beg  every  man's  pardon  ;  because  I  think  that  violent  language, 
calculated  to  stir  up  oxciteimmt  mid  agitation,  ought  not  to  bo  used  in  a 
deliberative  assembly.  ]  ask  you  if  you  have  not  sins  to  repent  of,  if  wo 
Imvo  V  Let  ns  bo  at  peneo.  Lot  us  go  on  with  tho  administration  of  tho 
government  kindly,  harmoniously,  hopofnlly,  trusting  in  that  providenco  of 
Almighty  God  which  lias  thus  far  guided  and  guarded  ns,  until  this  nation  lias 
hconmo  a  marvel  to  tho  world.  Clan  wo  not  go  on  in  tho  samo  way  in  which 
wo  Imvo  gono  on  in  the  past?  Why  not  lot  (ho  Republican  administration 
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be  huiuguniteil  in  pKim  ;iik1  cptiot  ?  Try  it  in  Urn  iniino  of  God  !  Are 
you  vowlirds,  lliat  you  would  line  from  :m  uppivlumsiim  ?  I  know  you  tmi 
not.  Stand  by  tliu  old  ship  of  stato  !  Give  the  Kepublieun  administration 
u  fair  eliance.  If  it  dove  not  do  right,  you  will  find  thousands  -  -  ay,  mil¬ 
lions —  in  the  northern  states  who  will  stand  by  you.  1  believe  it  will  do 
right.  Give  it  a  trial.  That  is  all  wo  ask,  and  what  we  will  demand  at  all 

The  delegation  from  Ohio,  (hiring  ibis  Congress,  was  re¬ 
garded  as  a  very  strong  one.  I  do  not  disparage  any  by  a 
brief  reference  to  a  few. 

Thomas  Corwin  wits,  by  far,  the  most,  distinguished  member 
of  the  delegation.  I  bavo  already  referred  to  bis  eminence  its 
a  popular  orator.  His  speech  against  the  Mexican  War,  though 
unfortmnito  its  a  political  event,  1ms  always  been  regarded  as 
one  of  the  most  eloquent  ever  made  in  either  House  of 
Congress.  His  speech  in  reply  to  Crary,  of  Michigan,  is  still 
remembered  as  the  best  specimen  of  humorous  satire  in  our 
language.  He  bad  served  in  the  legislature  of  Ohio,  as  a  Mem¬ 
ber  of  Congress  for  ton  years,  its  Governor  of  Ohio,  as  a  Member 
of  tho  Senate,  and  as  Secretary  of  the.  Treasury.  After  an  ab¬ 
sence  from  public  life  for  six  years,  be  was  elected  a  Member 
of  the  80th  Congress.  Here  lie  was  regarded  as  the  “peace¬ 
maker”  of  the  House.  Tn  the  contest,  for  speaker,  he  made  a 
long  speech,  in  which  ho  exhibited  marked  ability,  humor, 
pathos  and  persuasive  eloquence.  As  chairman  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  thirty,  he  did  all  that  man  could  do  to  (pilot  the 
storm,  to  compromise  and  soothe  the  contending  factions,  lint 
this  wns  beyond  human  power.  He  was  ro-oloctod  to  the  !!7tli 
Congress,  but  in  lHlil  was  appointed  minister  to  Mexico 
by  Mr,  Lincoln.  In  December,  IK(>5,  ho  attended  a  parly 
of  his  Ohio  friends,  at  which  I  was  present.  He  was  tho. 
con  tor  of  attraction,  and,  apparently,  in  good  health  ami  spirits. 
ITo  was  telling  amusing  anecdotes  of  life  in  Ohio  “in  the  olden 
times,”  to  the  many  friends  who  gathered  around  him,  when, 
without  warning,  he  suffered  a  stroke  of  apoplexy  and  (lied 
within  two  or  three  days,  leaving  behind  him  none  but  friends. 
Tom  Corwin,  “the  wagon-hoy,”  had  traveled  through  all  tho 
gradations  of  life,  and  in  every  stage  was  a  kind  friend,  a 
loving  father,  a  generous,  noble  and  honest  man. 
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The  lifo  of  George  H.  Pendleton  was  a  striking  contrast  to 
that  of  Corwin.  He  was  a  favorite  of  fortuno.  His  father  was 
a  distinguished  lawyer  and  Member  of  Congress.  George  had 
tho  advantage  of  a  good  education  and  high  social  position,  a 
courtly  manner,  a  handsome  person  and  a  good  fortuno.  Ho 
served  several  terms  in  tho  House  of  ltepresontatives  and  six 
years  in  the  Senate.  Ho  was  the  candidate  for  Vico  President 
on  tho  Democratic  ticket  with  McClellan,  and  a  prominent 
eanclidato  for  nomination  as  President  in  1SG8.  lie  was  min¬ 
ister  to  Germany  during  the  first  term  of  Cleveland  as  Presi¬ 
dent.  Ho  died  Novoinber  24,  1889.  My  relations  with  him 
were  always  pleasant. 

Samuel  S.  Cox  was  an  active,  industrious  and  versatile 
Member  of  Congress  for  more  than  twenty  years.  He  was  horn 
in  Ohio,  graduated  at  Brown  University,  was  admitted  to  tho 
tm.r,  lint-,  I  believe,  rarely  practiced  his  profession.  His  natural 
bent  was  for  editorial  and  political  conllicfs,  in  which  most  of 
his  life  was  spout.  He  was  a  good  debater,  overflowing  with 
humor  without  sarcasm.  Tn  the  campaign  of  18(10,  he  and  1 
had  a  running  debate  at  long  range.  In  a  speech  at  Colninbns, 
thou  his  residence,  T  spoke  of  his  erratic  course  on  the  I.ecomp- 
l.on  bill.  He  replied  itt  Mansfield  with  shrewdness,  humor  and 
ability.  1  reviewed  his  speech  at  the  sauio  place,  and  we  kepi, 
up  a  running  lire  during  that  canvass,  but  this  did  not  disturb 
mu-  friendly  relations.  Some  years  later,  lie  removed  to  New' 
York,  where  he  was  soon  taken  into  favor,  and  was  elected 
several  times  to  Congress,  ho  was  the  author  of  several  hooks 
of  merit,  and  was  tho  champion  of  a  measure  establishing  the 
life-saving  service  of  the  country  upon  its  present  footing.  Ho 
may  lie  classified  as  a  leading  Member  of  tho  House  of  Kepro- 
Hentatives,  a  bright  and  successful  speaker  and  a  copious 
author.  Tie  died  September  10,  1889. 

John  A.  Bingham  was  regarded,  next  to  Mr.  Corwin,  as  the 
most  eloquent  member  of  tho  Ohio  delegation,  and,  perhaps 
with  one  or  two  exceptions,  of  tho  House  of  Representatives, 
pie  studied  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1840.  Ho 
served  for  sixteen  years  in  thellonso  of  Representatives  on  tho 
judiciary  and  other  important  committees,  and  took  an  active 


X 


OF  JOHN  SHKHMAN. 


227 


and  leading  part  in  all  the  debates  during  this  long  period. 
Ho  was  a  man  of  gonial,  pleasing  address,  rather  too  much 
given  to  Hights  of  oratory,  but  always  a  favorite  with  his  col¬ 
leagues  and  associates.  He  was  subsequently  appointed  United 
States  minister  to  Japan,  where  ho  remained  for  many  years. 
He  still  lives  at  a  ripe  old  age  at  Cadiz,  Ohio. 

During  the  existence  of  the  30th  Congress,  I  do  not  recall 
any  political  divisions  in  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
unless  the  tariff  is  considered  a  political  measure.  It  was  not 
so  treated  by  the  committee.  The  common  purpose  was  to 
secure  sullioicnt  revenue  for  the  support  of  the  government. 
The  incidental  effect  of  all  duties  was  to  encourage  home 
manufactures,  blit,  as  the  rule  adopted  wa.s  applied  impartially 
to  all  productions,  whether  of  the  farm,  mine,  or  tho  workshop, 
there  was  uo  controversy  cxcopt  as  to  the  amount  or  rate  of 
tho  duty.  The  recent  dogma  that  raw  materials  should  nut 
have  tho  benefit  of  protection  did  not  enter  tho  mind  of  any¬ 
one.  Tho  necessity  of  economy  limited  the  amount  of  appro¬ 
priations,  but  if  tho  war  had  not  changed  all  conditions,  (ho 
revenues  accruing  would  have  boon  snlliciont  for  an  econom¬ 
ical  administration  of  the  government. 

In  a  retrospect  of  my  six  years  us  a  Humber  of  tho  I-lotist!  of 
Representatives,  I  can  see,  and  will  freely  admit,  that  my  chief 
fault  was  my  intense  partisanship.  This  grew  out  of  a  con¬ 
scientious  fooling  that  the  repeal  of  (ho  Missouri  Compvomiso 
was  an  act  of  dishonor,  committed  by  a  dominating  party  con¬ 
trolled  by  slaveholders  and  yielded  to  by  leading  northern 
Democrats,  headed  by  Douglas,  with  a  view  on  bis  part  to  pro¬ 
mote  his  intense  ambition  to  be  [’resident  of  the  United  [States. 
I  felt  that  this  insult  to  the  north  should  ho  resented  by  the 
renewed  exclusion,  by  act  of  Congress,  of  slavery  north  of  tho 
lino  of  latitude  3(1  degrees  30  minutes.  'This  feeling  was  in¬ 
tensified  by  my  experience  in  Kansas  during  tho  investigation 
of  its  affairs.  'The  recital  by  tho  Free  Slate  men  of  their  story, 
and  tho  appearance  and  conduct  of  tho  “border  rnliians,”  led 
me  to  support  extreme  measures.  Tho  political  feebleness  of  Mr. 
Buchanan,  and  the  infamy  of  tho  Drod  Scott  decision,  appeared 
to  mo  conclusive  ovidoneo  of  tho  subserviency  of  tho  President 
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and  Uio  Mupronio  Court  to  llie  slave  power.  'J'lie  gross  injustice 
to  inn  personal ly,  and  the  irritating  liiugiuigo  of  southern  Mem¬ 
bers  in  the  spoakorslii [i  contest,  aroused  my  resentment,  so 
Hint,  in  tho  campaign  oi  1H1H)  ]  was  read}’  to  meet  the  threats 
of  secession  with  those  of  open  war. 

It  was  unfortunate  that  (lie  .south  at  this  I ime  was  largely 
ropi'escndod  in  Congress  by  11  ion  of  the  must  violent  opinions. 
iSurli  men  ns  Kcil.t,  Hindman,  jiarksdalo,  and  Host,  were  offen¬ 
sive  in  Umiv  conduct,  and  language.  They  were  of  that  class 
in  llin  south  who  believed  that  the  people  of  tho  north  were 
tmdosineu,  hucksters,  and  Urn  liko,  and  thorotoro  were  cowards ; 
that  one.  soul  lic.rii  man  was  equal  in  a  tight  to  four  northern 
men;  that  slavery  was  a.  patent  of  nobility,  mid  that  t.Iio  owner 
of  slaves  was  a  lord  and  mastor.  It  is  true  that  among  the 
sontliorn  Members  there  wore  gontlomon  of  a  diameter  quite 
dilVorent.  Much  men  as  1, etcher,  Aiken  and  Uncock  entertained 
no  such  opinions,  but  woro  courteous  and  friendly,  lint  even 
those  shaved  in  the  opinions  of  their  peoplo  Unit,  ns  slavery 
was  recognized  by  the  constitution,  as  an  iuslilidinn  existing 
in  many  of  the  slates,  it  should  not  lie  excluded  from  the  com¬ 
mon  territory  of  the  Union,  except  by  tlio  vote  of  t.Iio  people  of 
a  territory  when  assuming  tho  dignity  and  power  of  a  state.  It 
would  appeal'  that  as  in  IHlif)  the  exclusion  of  slavery  from 
Kansas  was  doliuitoly  settled  liy  tho  people  of  that  state,  and 
that  as  tho  only  region  open  to  this  controversy  was  New 
Mexico,  from  which  slavery  was  excluded  by  natural  condi¬ 
tions,  there  was  no  reason  or  ground  for  an  attempt  to  disrupt 
the  Union.  In  fact,  this  pretense  for  secession  was  abandoned 
by  Mouth  Curuiimi,  and  the  only  ground  taken  for  attempting  it 
whs  (ho  election  of  Mr.  Lincoln  as  President  of  the  United 
Mtates.  It  this  was  conceded  to  he  a  just  cause  for  secession, 
our  government  would  become  a  rope  of  sand;  it  would  bo 
worse  than  that  of  any  Smith  American  republic,  because  our 
country  is  moro  populous,  and  sections  of  it  would  have  greater 
strength  of  attack  and  defense.  'This  pretense  for  secession 
would  not  have  been  con  cur  red  in  by  any  of  t.Iio  stales  north 
of  Month  Carolina,  hut  for  tho  previous  agitation  of  slavery, 
which  hurt  welded  nearly  all  tho  slaveholding  states  into  a 
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compact  con  fed  eracy.  This  was  done,  not  for  fear  of  Lincoln, 
but  to  protect  the  institution  of  slavery,  threatened  by  the 
growing  sentiment  of  mankind.  Upon  this  question  I  hud  been 
conservative,  but,  1  can  see  now  that  this  contest  was  irrepres¬ 
sible,  and  that  I  would  soon  have  been  in  favor  of  the  gradual 
abolition  of  slavery  in  all  the  states.  This  could  not  have  boon 
effected  under  our  constitution  but  for  the  Rebellion,  so  that, 
in  truth,  South  Carolina,  unwittingly,  led  to  the  only  way  by 
which  slavery  could  he  abolishod  in  tho  present  century. 

The  existence  of  slavery  in  a  republic  founded  upon  the 
declaration  that  all  men  arc  created  equal,  that  they  are  en¬ 
dowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain  inalienable  rights,  aad 
that  among  them  aro  life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness, 
is  an  anomaly  so  pregnant  with  evil  that  it  is  not  strange  that 
while  it  existed  it  was  the  ehiof  cause  of  alt  the  serious  conten¬ 
tions  that  threatened  the  life  of  the  republic.  The  framers  of 
the  constitution,  finding  slavery  in  oxistouco  in  nearly  all  the 
states,  carefully  avoided  mention  of  it  in  that  instrument,  but 
they  provided  against  the  importation  of  slaves  after  a  brief 
period,  and  evidently  anticipated  the  eventual  prohibition  of 
slavery  by  the  voluntary  action  of  the  sovoral  states.  This  proc¬ 
ess  of  prohibition  occurred  until  one-half  of  the  states  became 
free,  when  causes  unforeseen  made  slavery  so  profitable  that  it 
dominated  in  the  states  whero  it  existed,  and  dictated  tbo 
policy  of  tho  United  States.  The  first  controversy  about 
slavery  was  happily  settled  by  the  Missouri  Compromise  of 
1820.  Hut  a  greater  danger  arose  from  tho  acquisition  of  ter¬ 
ritory  from  Mexico.  This,  too,  was  postponed  by  the  com¬ 
promise  of  1850,  but  unhappily,  within  four  years,  the.  repeal 
of  the  Missouri  Compromise  ro-opened  tho  controversy  that 
led  to  the  struggle  in  Kansas.  Douglas  prescribed  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  popular  sovereignty.  Davis  contended  Unit  slaves 
were  property  ami  must  be  protected  by  law  liko  other 
property.  Lincoln  declared  that  “a  house  divided  against 
itself  cannot  stand,”  that  slavery  must  bo  lawful  or  unlawful 
in  all  the  states,  alike  north  as  well  as  south.  Howard  said 
that  an  irrepressible  conflict  existed  between  opposing  and 
enduring  forces,  that  tho  United  Stales  must  and  would 
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become  cither  entirely  a  slaveholding  nation  or  entirely  a  free 
labor  nation.  Kansas  became  u  free  state  in  spile  of  Buchanan 
and  then  the  conflict  commenced.  The  southern  states  pre¬ 
pared  for  secession.  Lincoln  heeamo  President.  The  war  came 
by  tlio  act.  of  the  south  and  ended  with  the  destruction  of  slav¬ 
ery.  This  succession  of  events,  following  in  duo  order,  was  the 
ual, oral  sequence  of  the  existence  of  slavery  in  the  Unitod 
Biates. 
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at  liberty,  even  at  this  late  day,  to  repeat  wliat,  was  said  to  me 
by  some  of  tlio  members  selected,  but  I  was  convinced  that 
Lincoln  bad  no  purpose  or  desire  to  change  the  cabinet  be  bad 
selected  in  Springfield,  and  that  be  regarded  their  jealousies  (if 
I  may  use  such  a  word  in  respect  to  gentlemen  so  distin¬ 
guished)  as  a  benefit,  and  not  an  objection,  as  by  that  means  lie 
would  control  bis  cabinet  rattier  than  bo  controlled  by  it. 

Mr.  Lincoln  delivered  bis  inaugural  address  from  the  east, 
steps  of  tbo  capitol,  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  18(51 .  1  sat  near 
him  and  hoard  overy  word.  Douglas  stood  conspicuous  behind 
him  and  suggesting  many  thoughts.  I  have  witnessed  many  in¬ 
augurations,  but  never  one  so  impressive  as  this.  The  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  south  already  organized  for  war,  the  presence  of 
Unitod  States  troops  with  general  Scott  in  command,  tlio  mani¬ 
fest  preparation  against,  threatened  violence,  the  sober  and 
quiet  attention  to  the  address,  all  united  to  produce  a  profound 
apprehension  of  evils  yet  to  coino.  The  eloquent  peroration  of 
Mr.  Lincoln  cannot,  bo  t.oo  often  repeated,  and  1  insert  it  here: 

“In  your  hands,  my  dissatisfied  follow-eounlrymon,  and  not  in  mine,  is 
Iho  momentous  issue  of  civii  wnv.  The  ^nvermnont  will  not  assail  you. 
You  can  Imvo  no  conflict,  without  bouig  yourselves  llio  aggressors.  You 
Imvo  no  oath  registered  in  Hmivoa  to  dostroy  tlio  government,  wliilo  1  shall 
have  tlio  most  solemn  ono  to  ‘preservo,  protect,  and  defend*  it, 

“I  am  loth  to  close.  Wo  tiro  not  enemies,  but  frionds.  Wo  must  not 
bo  Gnomics.  Though  passion  may  Imvo  strained,  it  must  not  break,  our 
bonds  of  aiTootioii.  The  mystio  chords  of  memory,  strotcliing  from  every 
bntilofield  and  patriot  grave,  to  ovory  living-  heart  and  hearthstone,  all 
over  this  broad  hind,  will  yet  swell  tlio  chorus  of  the  Union,  when  again 
touched,  as  surely  they  will  bo,  by  iho  bolter  angels  of  our  mituio.” 

Salmon  P.  Chase,  then  Senator,  was  appointed  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  1  know  with  what  doubt  and  reluctance  lie  ac¬ 
cepted  tli is  office.  On  the  7t,h  of  March  bis  resignation  as 
Senator  was  common icatod  to  the  Semite.  Tu  anticipation  of 
it  tbo  legislature  of  Ohio  wins  canvassing  for  bis  successor. 
My  name  was  montioued  with  many  others.  I  was  in  doubt 
whether  1.  ought  to  be  a  candidate,  or  oven  to  accept  tbo  posi¬ 
tion  if  tendered,  I  bad  been  elected  as  a  Member  of  tbo  next 
Congress  and  was  quite  certain  of  election  as  speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.  The  Republicans  bad  a  decided 
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The  Senate  being  then  in  special  session,  the  oath  pro¬ 
scribed  by  law  was  administered  to  mo,  and  on  the  23rd  of 
March,  1861,  I  took  my  seat,  in  that  body.  I  had,  howevor, 
before  my  election,  witnessed,  with  deep  humiliation,  the  Senate 
dohatos,  feeling  that  the  llopnhlican  Senators  were  too  timid  in 
the  steps  taken  to  purge  that  body  of  persons  whom  1  regarded 
as  traitors,  i  cannot  now  read  the  debates  without  a  feeling 
of  resentment,.  Breekenridgo,  Mason,  Hunter  and  Powell  still 
retained  their  seats  as  Senators  from  Kentucky  and  Virginia, 
and  almost  daily  defended  tho  secession  of  t,ho  southern  states, 
dochiring  that  tho  states  they  represented  would  do  likewise. 
Those  and  other  declarations  I  thought  should  have  been 
promptly  resented  by  the  immediate  expulsion  of  these  Sena¬ 
tors.  Wigfall,  of  Texas,  though  his  state  had  seceded,  was  per¬ 
mitted  to  linger  in  the  Senate  and  to  attend  executive  sessions, 
where  lie  was  not  only  a  traitor  but  a  spy.  His  rude  and 
brutal  language  and  conduct  should  have  excluded  him  from 
tho  Senate  in  tho  early  days  of  tho  session,  but  he  was  permit¬ 
ted  to  votive  without  eonsnre,  after  a  long  debate  upon  the 
terms  of  his  proposed  expulsion.  I  took  no  part,  in  tho  debate 
of  that  session,  which  closed  March  28,  1861,  five  (lays  after  my 
becoming  a  Member.  I  remained  in  Washington  until  after 
the  fall  of  Sumter  in  April  following. 

During  this  period  my  brother,  William  Tecumsoh,  came  to 
Washington  to  tender  bis  servicos  in  the  army  in  any  position 
in  which  lie  could  bo  useful.  I  bad  corresponded  with  him 
freely  in  regard  to  his  remaining  in  Louisiana,  where  ho  was 
president  of  the  Louisiana  State  Seminary  of  L earning  and 
Military  Academy.  Ho  had  boon  embarrassed  in  bis  position  by 
my  attitudo  in  Congress,  and,  especially,  by  tho  outcry  against 
mo  for  signing  tho  Helper  book.  Ho  was  very  conservative  in 
his  opinions  in  regard  to  slavery,  and  no  doubt  folt  that  I  was 
too  aggressive  on  that  subject.  In  the  summer  of  1800  be 
made  bis  usual  visit  to  Lancaster,  and,  finding  that  I  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  tho  canvass  and  would  on  a  certain  day  bo  at  Coshoc¬ 
ton,  ho  determined  to  go  and  hoar  me  “to  see  whether  I  was  an 
Abolitionist.”  lie  was  greatly  embarrassed  by  a  memorable 
speech  made  by  Mr.  Corwin,  the  principal  speaker  on  that 
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occasion.  Wo  sat  upon  tho  stand  together,  and  he  very  excit¬ 
edly  said:  “John,  you  must  not  speak  after  Corwin.”  He  was 
evidently  impressed  with  the  eloquence  of  that  orator  and  did 
not  wish  me  to  speak,  lest  the  contrast  between  our  speeches 
would  be  greatly  to  my  disparagement.  1  told  him  that  lie 
need  not  trouble  himself,  that  l  was  to  speak  in  the  evening, 
though  I  might  say  a  few  words  at  the  close  of  Mr.  Corwin’s 
address.  Ho  remained  and  heard  mo  in  the  evening,  and  con¬ 
cluded  on  tho  whole  that  I  was  not  an  Abolitionist. 

After  the  election  of  Mr..  Lincoln  I  wrote  him  a  letter, 
which  will  speak  for  itself,  as  follows: 

Mankki ki.I),  Ohio,  November  20,  1800. 

My  Djsak  Buotmkk: —  Since  I  received  your  Iasi  loiter,  I  havo  been  so 
constantly  engaged,  first  with  tho  oloctinn  and  afterwards  in  arranging  my 
business  for  tho  winter,  that  I  could  not  writo  you. 

Tho  olootion  resulted  ns  I  all  along  supposed.  Indeed,  tho  division  of 
tiio  Domoorntio  party  on  precisely  the  smno  rjuoslion  that  separated  tho  Re¬ 
publican  party  from  tho  Domooratio  parly  made  its  dofoat  cortain.  Tho  suo- 
ooss  of  the  Republicans  has  saved  the  country  from  a  discreditable  soramblo 
in  the  House.  The  disorders  of  tho  last  wintor,  and  tho  fear  of  their  ro- 
nown],  have,  without  doubt,  induced  many  good  citizens  to  vote  for  iho 
Republican  tiolcet.  With  a  pretty  good  knowledge  of  tho  nmtorial  of  our 
House,  T  would  far  profor  that  any  one  of  tho  candidates  bo  clouted  by  tho 
pooplo  ratbor  than  allow  tho  contest  lo  be  determined  in  Congress.  Woll, 
Lincoln  is  olectod.  No  doubt,  a  largo  portion  of  tho  oitiv.ens  of  Louisiana 
think  this  a  calamity.  If  they  believe  their  own  nowspapors,  or,  what  is  far 
worse,  tho  lying  organs  of  the  Democratic  party  in  tho  froo  states,  they  have 
just  cause  lo  think  so.  Tin  l  you  were  long  enough  in  Ohio,  and  hoard 
enough  of  the  ideas  of  tho  Republican  leaders,  to  know  that  the  Republican 
party  is  not  likoly  to  interfere,  directly  or  indirectly,  with  slavery  in  tho 
states  or  with  tho  laws  relating  to  slavery  ;  that,  so  far  as  tho  slavery  ques¬ 
tion  is  oonoornod,  the  contost  was  for  tho  possession  of  Kansas  and  porhaps 
Now  Mexico,  and  that  ihe  chief  virtue  of  the  Republican  success  was  in  its 
condemnation  of  tho  narrow'  sectionalism  of  Buchanan’s  administration  and 
tho  corruption  by  which  his  policy  was  attempted  to  be  sustained.  Who 
doubts  but  that,  if  Buchanan  had  been  irno  to  his  promises  in  submitting 
tho  controversy  in  Kansas  to  its  own  people,  and  had  closed  it  by  admitting 
Kansas  ns  a  free  slate,  that  tho  Democratic  party  would  have  rotninod  its 
powor  ?  It  was  his  infernal  policy  in  that  state  (I  onn  hardly  think  of  tho 
mean  and  bad  things  he  allowed  thore  without  swearing)  that  drovo  off 
Douglas,  led  to  the  division  of  tho  Domoorntio  party  and  tho  consequent 
olootion  of  Lincoln. 
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As  a  matter  of  course,  I  rojoieo  in  tho  result,  for  in  my  judgment  the 
administration  of  Lincoln  will  do  nnioli  to  dissipate  tlio  feoiing  in  the  south 
against  the  north,  by  showing  what  are  tho  real  purposes  of  tlio  Republican 
party.  In  tho  meantime,  it  is  evident  we  have  to  meet  in  a  serious  way 
the  movements  of  South  Carolinian  Disuuionists.  These  men  have  for  years 
desired  this  disunion  ;  (hey  havo  plotted  for  it.  They  drove  Buohanun  into 
his  Kunsns  policy;  thoy  got  up  this  now  dogma  about  slavo  protection; 
they  broke  up  tho  Charleston  convention  merely  to  advance  secession  ;  they 
aro  now  hurrying  forward  excited  mem  into  acts  of  treason,  without 
giving  time  for  passion  to  cool  or  reason  to  rostnno  its  sway.  God  knows 
wlmt  will  im  tho  result.  If,  by  a  successful  revolution,  they  can  go  out  of 
tho  Union,  thoy  establish  a  principle  that  will  break  tho  government  into 
fragments.  Some  local  disaffection  or  temporary  excitement  will  lead  one 
stato  after  another  out  of  tho  Union.  Wo  shall  havo  the  Mexican  Roptib- 
lio  over  again,  with  a  fiorcer  rnco  of  men  to  fight  with  each  othor.  Seces¬ 
sion  is  revolution.  They  seom  bent  upon  attempting  it.  If  so,  shall  the 
government  resist?  If  so,  then  conies  oivil  war,  a  fearful  subjeot  for  Ameri¬ 
cans  to  think  of. 

Sinco  the  election  1  have  boon  looking  ovor  the  Hold  for  tho  purpose 
of  marking  out  n  course  to  follow  this  winter,  and  I  havo,  as  well  as  1 
could,  tosted  my  political  oonrso  in  tho  past.  Tlioro  has  boon  nothing  done 
by  the  Republican  party  but  what  morits  the  cordial  approval  of  my  judg¬ 
ment.  Thero  havo  boon  many  tilings  said  and  clone  by  Republican  leadors 
that  I  utterly  dotost.  Many  of  tho  dogmas  of  tho  Democratic  party  I  like, 
but  thoir  conduct  in  administering  tho  govornmont,  and  especially  in  llioir 
treatment  of  tho  slavery  quostion,  I  dolest.  I  know  wo  shall  have  trouble 
this  winter,  but  I  intend  to  bo  Iruo  to  tho  modornlo  consorvntivo  oonrso  T 
think  I  have  hitherto  undertaken.  Whntovor  may  be  tho  oonsoquenoes,  1 
will  insist  on  preserving  tho  unity  of  tlio  statos,  and  all  tho  slates,  without 
exception  and  without  regard  to  consequences.  If  any  southern  stato  lias 
really  suftored  any  injury  or  is  deprived  of  any  riglil,  I  will  help  redress 
tho  injury  and  socuro  tho  right.  These  stales  must  not,  moroly  becauso 
they  mo  beaten  in  oleolion,  or  have  failed  in  establishing  slavory  whore  it 
was  prohibited  by  compromise,  attempt  to  break  up  tho  govornmont.  If 
thoy  will  hold  on  a  littlo  while,  thoy  will  find  no  in  jury  can  come  to  thorn, 
unless,  by  their  repeated  misrepresentation  of  us,  they  stir  up  thoiv  slaves 
to  insurrection.  I  still  hope  that  no  stato  will  follow  in  the  wake  of  South 
Carolina  ;  thon  tho  weakness  of  her  position  will  soon  bring  her  back  again 
or  subjeot  her  to  ridiouio  and  insignificance. 

It  may  be  supposed  by  somo  that  tho  oxeitomont  in  tho  south  has 
produced  a  corresponding  oxoiloment  in  tho  north.  This  is  true  in  financial 
mattors,  especially  in  the  cities.  In  political  oirolos  it  only  strengthens  tlio 
Republican  party.  Even  Democrats  of  all  shades  say,  ‘  Tho  election  is 
against  us;  we  will  submit  and  all  must  submit.’  Republicans  say,  ‘The 
polioy  of  the  government  has  been  controlled  by  tho  south  for  yoars,  and 
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wo  have  submitted;  now  they  must  submit.’  And  why  not?  What  can 
the  Repub]  ioans  do  half  as  bad  as  Vieree  and  Buohanan  ha vo  done  P 

But  enough  of  this.  You  luckily  are  out  of  politics,  and  don’t  sym¬ 
pathize  with  my  Republicanism,  but  as  we  aro  on  the  eve  of  important 
ovcnts,  I  wrilo  about  politics  instoad  of  family  matters,  of  vvhioh  there  is 
nothing  now.  Affectionately  yours, 

John  Sherman. 

In  December  I  received  this  letter  from  him: 

Louisiana  State  Seminary  of  Learning  and  Military  Academy,  ) 
At-exanduia,  December  1,  1800.  ( 

Djjak  Brother: —  .  .  .  Tim  quiet  which  1  thought  llio  usual  acquies¬ 
cence  of  tho  pooplo  was  merely  tho  proludo  to  the  storm  of  opinion  that 
now  sooms  irresistible.  Politicians,  by  hearing  tho  prejudices  of  tho  people 
and  running  with  tho  current,  Imvo  succeeded  in  destroying  the  govern¬ 
ment.  It  cannot  be  sloppod  now,  I  fear.  I  was  in  Alexandria  all  day 
yesterday,  and  had  a  full  and  unreserved  conversation  with  Dr.  S.  A.  Smith, 
state  senator,  who  is  a  man  of  education,  properly,  influence,  and  (pialiflcd 
to  judge.  Ho  was,  during  the  canvass,  a  Breokonridgo  man,  but,  though  n 
southerner  in  opinion,  is  really  opposed  to  a  dissolution  of  our  government, 
He  lias  returned  from  Now  Orleans,  whoro  he  says  lie  was  amazed  to  soo 
evidenoos  of  public  sentiment  which  could  not  bo  mistakon. 

Tho  legislature  moots  Doceiubor  10,  at  Baton  Rouge.  Tho  calling  of  u 
convention  forthwith  is  to  bo  unanimous,  tho  bill  for  army  and  stato  ditto. 
The  convention  will  moot  in  January,  and  only  two  questions  will  be  agi¬ 
tated, —  immediulo  dissolution,  a  declaration  of  stato  indopondonco,  and  a 
general  convention  of  southorn  states,  with  instructions  to  demand  of  the 
northern  states  to  repeal  all  laws  hostile  to  slavory  and  pledges  of  future 
good  behavior.  .  .  .  Whon  the  convention  moots  in  January,  as  they  will 
assuredly  do,  and  resolve  to  seeedo,  or  to  elect  mombors  to  a  general  con¬ 
vention  with  instructions  inconsistent  with  tho  nature  of  things,  l  must  quit 
this  place,  for  it  would  be  noilhor  right  for  me  to  stay  nor  would  tho  gov¬ 
ernor  be  justified  in  placing  me  in  this  position  of  trust;  for  tho  moment 
Louisiana  assumes  a  position  of  hostility,  thon  this  becomes  an  arsenal  and 
fort.  . 

Lot  me  hear  the  moment  you  think  dissolution  is  inevitable.  What 
Mississippi  and  Georgia  do,  this  stale  will  do  likewise. 

Affectionately,  W.  T.  Sjjkuman. 

On  the  1 6th  of  December  I  wrote  him  : 

“T  am  olearly  of  tho  opinion  that  you  ought  not  to  remain  much  longor 
at  your  present  post.  You  will,  in  all  human  probability,  bo  involved  in 
complications  from  which  you  cannot  escape  with  honor.  Separated  from 
your  family  and  all  your  kin,  and  an  object  of  suspicion,  you  will  find  your 
position  unendurable.  A  fatal  infatuation  sooms  to  liavo  seized  the  southern 
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mind,  during  winch  any  act  of  madness  may  bo  uommittod.  ...  If  tho 
sectional  disxonsions  only  rested  upon  real  or  allowed  grievances,  lliey 
could  bo  readily  settled,  hut  I  fear  they  are  deeper  and  stronger.  You  can 
now  close  your  connection  with  tho  seminary  with  honor  and  credit  to  your¬ 
self,  for  all  who  know  you  speak  well  of  your  conduct,  while  by  remaining 
you  not  only  involve  yoursolf,  but  bring  tronblo  upon  those  gentlemen  who 
recommended  you. 

“  It  is  a  sad  stale  of  affairs,  but  it  is  nevertheless  true,  that  if  tho  conven¬ 
tions  of  the  southern  stales  mako  anything  nioro  than  it  paper  secession, 
hostile  collisions  will  occur,  and  probably  a  separation  between  tho  froo  and 
tho  slave  stales.  You  can  judgo  whether  it,  is  at  Jill  probable  that  tho  pos¬ 
session  of  this  capital,  tho  commoroo  of  tiro  Mississippi,  tho  control  of  the 
territories,  and  tho  natural  rivalry  of  enraged  sections,  ean  be  arrnngod  with¬ 
out  war.  In  that  ovont,  you  oinmut  sorvo  in  Louisiana  against  your  family 
and  kin  in  Ohio.  Tho  bare  possibility  of  such  a  contingency,  it  seems  lo 
mo,  rondors  your  duty  plain,  to  niuko  a  frank  statement  to  all  the  gentlemen 
oonnooted  with  you,  and  with  good  fooling  eloso  your  engagement.  If  the 
storm  shall  blow  over,  your  course  will  strengthen  you  with  every  man 
whoso  good  opinion  you  desiro ;  if  not,  you  will  escape  humiliation. 

“When  you  return  to  Ohio,  I  will  write  you  freely  about  your  return  to 
tho  army,  not  so  diflicull  a  task  as  you  imagine.” 

General  Slienmm  then  wrote  me  as  follows: 

At.hxaniikia,  La.,  December,  1801. 

Events  bore  soom  hastening  lo  a  conclusion.  Doubtless  you  know 
more  of  the  ovonts  in  Louisiana  than  I  do,  as  I  am  in  an  out-of-tlio-way 
plnoo.  But  the  spcoial  session  of  tho  legislature  was  so  unanimous  in  arming 
tho  state  and  calling  a  convention  that  littlo  doubt  remains  that  Louisiana 
will,  on  tho  23rd  of  January,  follow  tho  other  socoding  stales,  Governor 
Moore  takes  tho  plain  stand  that  tho  stato  must  not  submit  to  a  ‘black  Re¬ 
publican  President.’  Mon  hero  have  ceased  to  reason ;  thoy  seem  to  oon- 
oodo  that  slavory  is  unsafe  in  a  confederacy  with  northern  states,  and  that 
now  is  tho  time ;  no  use  of  longer  clohiy.  All  concessions,  all  attempts  lo 
remonstrate,  soom  at  an  ond. 

A  rumor  says  that  Major  Anderson,  my  old  captain  (brother  of  Charles 
Andorson,  now  of  Texas,  formerly  of  Dayton  and  Cincinnati,  Larz,  William 
and  John,  all  of  Ohio),  has  spiked  tho  guns  of  Fort  Moultrie,  destroyed  it, 
and  taken  rofugo  in  Sumtor.  This  is  right.  Sumter  is  in  mid -channel, 
approachable  only  in  boats,  whereas  Moultrie  is  old,  weak,  and  easily 
approaohod  under  cover.  If  Major  Andorson  can  hold  out  till  relieved  and 
supported  by  stoam  frigatos,  South  Carolina  will  find  hcrsolf  unable  to  con¬ 
trol  her  oommoroe,  and  will  fool,  for  tho  lirst  limo  in  her  existence,  that  she 
can’t  do  as  she  plonsos.  .  .  . 

A  telegraph  dispatch,  nddrossod  lo  mo  at  Alexandria,  could  bo  mailed 
at  Now  Orleans,  and  roach  mo  in  throe  days  from  Washington. 
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I  wrote  him  the  following  letter  on  the  Gtli  of  January,  18G1: 

Dioau  Buotiiuu  : —  .  .  ,  I  see  some  signs  of  hope,  but  it  is  probably 
a  dooeptivo  light.  The  very  raoinont  you  feel  unoomfortablo  iu  your  posi¬ 
tion  iu  Louisiana,  oomo  away.  Don’t  for  God’s  sako  snbjoot  yoursoif  to 
any  slur,  roproaoh,  or  indignity.  I  have  spoken  to  General  Soott,  and  he 
heartily  seoonds  your  desire  to  return  to  duty  iu  the  army.  I  nm  not  at  all 
sure  but  that,  if  you  were;  hero,  you  could  get  a  position  that  would  suit 
you.  I  see  many  of  your  frionds  of  tlio  army  daily. 

As  for  my  views  of  the  prosont  crisis,  I  oould  not  state  them  moro 
fully  than  I  have  in  the  inolosod  printed  lottor.  It  lias  boon  very  generally 
published  and  approved  in  the  north,  hut  rnay  not  have  reached  you,  and 
therefore  I  send  it  to  you.  Affectionately  your  brother, 

John  Siikiuian. 

Latov  lie  vvvot.o  me: 

Ai.iiXANimiA,  January  10,  1801. 

My  Djsa u  Biiotiikr  :  —  I  am  so  much  in  tlio  woods  hero  that  J  can't 
hoop  up  with  tho  times  at  all.  Indeocl,  you  iu  Washington  hear  from  Now 
Orleans  two  or  throe  days  soonor  than  1  do.  1  was  taken  aback  by  tlio 
nows  that  Governor  Moore  bad  ordorod  tho  foroiblo  seizure  of  tho  Forts 
Jaokson  and  St.  Philip,  at  or  near  tho  mouth  of  tho  Mississippi ;  also  of  Forts 
Piko  and  Wood,  at  tlio  outlots  of  Lakos  Boguo  and  Pontohni-train.  All 
theso  are  small  forts,  and  have  raroly  boon  oooupiod  by  troops.  They  are 
dosignod  to  out  off  approaoh  by  soa  to  Now  Orleans,  and  woro  lakon  doubt¬ 
less  to  provent  their  being  oooupiod,  by  ordor  of  General  Scott.  But  tlio 
taking  the  arsenal  at  Buton  Rouge  is  a  different  mailer.  It  is  moroly  an 
assemblage  of  store-houses,  barracks,  and  dwolling-housos,  designed  for  the 
healthy  rosidonoo  of  a  garrison,  to  bo  thrown  into  one  or  tho  oilier  of  tho 
forts  in  onso  of  war.  Tho  arsenal  is  ono  of  minor  importance,  yet  the  stores 
woro  kopt  thoro  for  tho  moral  effect,  and  tlio  garrison  was  tlioro  at  tho 
instance  of  the  poople  of  Louisiana.  To  surround  wilh  tlio  military  arriry, 
to  demand  surrender,  and  enforoo  tho  departure  of  tlio  garrison,  was  an  act 
of  war.  It  amountod  to  a  declaration  of  war  and  defunmo,  and  was  done  by 
Governor  Moore  without  the  authority  of  tho  legislature  or  convention. 
Still,  tlioro  is  but  little  doubt  but  that  each  of  tlioso  bodies,  to  assemble 
noxt  wook,  will  ratify  and  approve  those  violent  acts,  and  it  is  idle  to 
discuss  tho  subjoct  noiv.  Tho  pooplo  are  mad  on  this  question. 

I  had  previously  notified  all  that  in  tho  event  of  secession  I  should 
quit.  As  soon  as  a  knowlodgo  of  llieso  events  reached  nm,  I  wont  to  tho 
vioo  president,  Dr.  Smilh,  in  Alexandria,  and  told  him  that  I  regnrdod 
Louisiana  as  at  war  against  tho  fodoral  government,  and  that  I  must  go. 
Ho  bogged  mo  to  wait  until  some  ono  oould  bo  found  to  ropluco  me.  Tho 
supervisors  fool  tho  importance  of  system  and  discipline,  and  seem  to  think 
that  ni)-'  departure  will  endanger  the  success  of  this  last  effort  to  build  up 
an  educational  establishment.  .  .  .  You  may  assort  that  in  no  event 
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will  T  forogo  my  allogianco  to  tho  United  States  ns  long  as  a  single  atato  is 
true  to  tho  old  constitution.  .  .  , 

Yours,  W.  T.  Sheehan. 

And  again : 

Louisiana  State  Somlnary  of  Learning  and  Military  Aondemy,  ) 
Amcxanuhia,  January  18,  1801.  J 

Dkah  Buotiieu:  —  Boforo  receiving  yours  of  tho  0th,  I  had  addressed 
a  loiter  to  Governor  Mooro  at  Baton  Kongo,  of  which  this  is  a  copy: — 

*8ir: — As  1  oooupy  a  quasi  military  position  undor  tho  laws  of  tho  state, 
I  deem  it  proper  to  acquaint  you  that  I  accepted  such  position  whon  Louisi¬ 
ana  was  a  stato  in  tho  union  and  whon  tho  niotlo  of  this  sominary  was 
inscribed  in  marble  over  the  main  door:  “By  the  liberality  of  the  General 
Government.  Tho  Union  listo  porpotua.”  Recent  ovonts  foroshndow  n  groat 
change,  and  it  becomes  all  men  to  choose.  If  Louisiana  withdraw  from 
llto  fedora]  Union,  I  prefer  to  maintain  my  allogianco  to  tho  old  constitu¬ 
tion  as  long  us  a  fragment  of  it  survives,  ami  my  longer  stay  hove  would  bo 
wrong  in  ovory  sonso  of  tho  word.  In  that  ovont,  I  bog  that  you  will  send 
or  appoint  some  authorized  agent  to  tako  charge  of  tho  arms  and  munitions 
of  war  hero  belonging  to  tho  state,  or  advise  me  what  disposition  to  mako  of 
thorn.  And  furthermore,  as  prosidont  of  tho  board  of  supervisors,  I  bog 
you  to  tako  immodinto  stops  to  roliovo  mo  as  superintendent  the  moment 
tho  stale  determines  to  sneodo;  for  on  no  earthly  account  will  ]  do  any  aot 
or  lhirik  any  thought  hostile  to,  or  in  do/ianoo  of,  tho  United  Slalos. 

With  respect,  oto.,  W.  T.  Siuiumas.’ 

I  rogard  tho  seizure  by  Governor  Mooro  of  tho  United  Slates  arsenal 
as  the  worst  aot  yot  committed  in  tho  present  revolution.  I  do  think  ovory 
allowance  should  bo  made  to  southern  politicians  for  ihoir  nervous  anxiety 
about  Ihoir  political  powers  and  tho  safety  of  slaves.  1  think  that  tho  con¬ 
stitution  should  bo  liberally  construed  in  their  behalf,  but  1  do  regard  this 
civil  war  as  prooipilated  with  undue  rapidity.  .  .  .  It  is  inovitablo.  All 

legislation  now  would  fall  poworlcss  on  tho  south.  You  should  notalionato 
such  slalos  as  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Tonnossoc,  and  Missouri.  My  notion  is 
that  this  war  will  min  all  politicians,  and  that  military  leaders  will  direct 
the  events.  Yours,  W.  T.  S. 

On  the  first  of  Fobrnai-y  lie  wroto  uh  follows: 

“  L  luivo  felt  tho  vory  thoughts  you  have  spoken.  It  is  war  lo  surround 
Anderson  with  batteries,  and  it  is  shilly-shally  for  tho  south  to  cry  ‘  Hands 
olfl  No  coercion  !  ’  It  was  war  and  insult  to  expel  tho  garrison  at  Baton 
Bongo,  and  Undo  Sam  had  bottor  cry ‘Cave!’  or  assort  his  power.  Fort 
Sumter  is  not  mnlorial  save  for  tho  principle  ;  but  Key  West  and  tho  Tor- 
Ingas  should  bo  held  in  force  at  once,  by  regulars  it  possiblo,  if  not.,  by 
militia.  Quick  I  Thoy  aro  occupied  now,  but  not  in  forco.  Whilst  main¬ 
taining  tho  high,  strong  ground  you  do,  I  would  not  advise  you  lo  inter 
pose  an  objection  lo  securing  concessions  to  the  middle  and  moderate 
stales,  —  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Tennessee  and  Missouri.  Slavery  there  is 
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country,  to  tender  Iris  services.  I  therefore  escorted  him  to  the 
White  House.  His  statement  of  tho  interview  givou  in  his 
“Memoirs”  is  not  very  full,  for,  whilo  Mr.  Lincoln  did  say,  in 
response  to  his  tender,  “I  guess  we  will  manage  to  keep  house,” 
he  also  expressed  a  hopo,  which  (ioneral  Sherman  knew  to  bo 
dolusivo,  that  the  danger  would  pass  by  and  that  the  Union 
would  bo  restored  by  a  peaceful  compromise.  This  was,  un¬ 
doubtedly,  the  idea  thou  uppermost  in  the  minds  of  both  the 
President,  and  Mr.  Seward.  At  this  tiino  tho  public  mind  in 
tho  north  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  concessions  to  the  south. 
Tho  Democrats  of  the  north  would  havo  agreed  to  any  proposi¬ 
tion  to  seciiro  peace  and  tho  Union,  and  the  liopublicans  would 
havo  acquiesced  in  tho  Crittonden  Compromise,  or  in  any  meas¬ 
ure  approved  by  Lincoln  and  Seward. 

Tho  period  botwcon  the  4th  of  March  ami  tho  12th  of  April 
was  the  darkest  one  in  tho  history  of  the  United  States.  It  was 
a  time  of  humiliation,  timidity  and  feebleness,  fortunately  for 
tho  future  of  our  country  tho  rebels  of  tho  south  wore  bent  upon 
disunion;  thoy  woro  hopeful  and  confident,  and  all  the  signs  of 
the  linios  indicated  their  success.  They  had  possession  of  all  the 
forts  of  tho  south,  except  Portress  Monroe,  Port  Sumter,  and 
two  remote  forts  in  Plorida.  Thoy  had  only  to  wait  in  patience, 
and  Port  Sumter  would  necessarily  ho  abandoned  for  want  of 
supplies.  Portress  Momoo  could  not  bo  hold  much  longer  by  the 
rogular  army,  weakened  as  it  was  by  the  desertion  of  officers  and 
mon,  and  public  sentiment  would  not  justify  a  call  for  troops  in 
advanoo  of  actual  war.  Tho  people  of  South  Carolina  were 
frenzied  by  their  success  thus  far,  and,  impatient  of  delay, 
forced  an  attack  on  Port  Sumter,  thou  held  by  a  small  garrison 
under  command  of  Major  Robert  Anderson.  The  first  gun 
lirod  on  tho  12th  of  April,  18GI,  resounded  throughout  the 
TJnitod  States  and  tho  civilized  world,  touching  an  electric 
chord  in  every  family  in  the  northern  states  and  changing  the 
whole  current  of  feoling.  Prom  this  time  forth,  among  the 
patriotic  people  of  the  loyal  statos,  there  was  no  thought  or 
talk  of  compromiso.  That  this  insult,  to  our  flag  must,  bo  pun¬ 
ished,  "that,  tho  Union  must  and  shall  be  preservod,”  wore  tho 
resolves  of  millions  of  men,  without  respect  to  party,  who  but 
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Two  clays  later  I  wrote  him: 

Washington,  Sunday,  April  14,  1801. 

I)j-:ak  Brothkk  .  .  .  Tho  war  has  really  commenced.  You  will 
Imvo  full  details  of  the  fall  of  Sumter.  Wo  arc  on  (ho  ovo  of  a  torriblo 
wav.  lively  man  will  Uuvo  to  choose  his  position.  You  fortunately  have 
tho  military  education,  prominence,  and  character,  that  will  enable  you  to 
play  a  high  part  in  (ho  tragedy.  You  can't  avoid  talcing  such  a  part.  Neu¬ 
trality  and  indifference)  arc  impossible.  If  the  government  is  to  bo  main¬ 
tained,  it  must  be  by  military  power,  and  that  immediately.  You  can  choose 
your  own  place.  Some  of  your  best  frionds  hero  want  you  in  tho  war 
department ;  Taylor,  Shirus,  and  a  number  of  othors,  talk  to  mo  so.  If  you 
want  that  place,  with  a  sure  prospect  of  promotion,  you  can  have  it,  but  you 
are  not  compelled  (o  tako  it;  but  it  seems  (o  mo  you  will  bo  compelled  (o 
talco  some  position,  and  that  speedily.  Can't  you  come  to  Ohio  and  at  once 
raise  a  rogimont  ?  It  will  immediately  bo  in  service.  The  administration 
intends  to  stand  or  fall  by  (lie  Union,  tho  ontiro  Union,  and  tho  onforoemonl 
of  the  laws.  I  look  for  preliminary  defeats,  for  tho  robols  Imvo  arms, 
organization,  unity  ;  but  this  advantage  will  not  last  long.  Tho  government 
will  maintain  itself  or  our  northern  people  are  tho  veriest  poltroons  that 
over  disgraced  humanity. 

For  me,  I  am  for  a  war  (hat  will  cither  establish  or  overthrow  tho  gov¬ 
ernment  and  will  purify  the  atmosphere  of  political  life.  We  need  such  a 
war,  oud  we  have  it  now.  .  .  .  Affectionately  yours, 

John  Siihuman. 

He  wrote  in  reply.: 

“The  timo  will  come  in  (his  country  when  professional  knowledge  will 
bo  appreciated,  when  men  that  can  bo  trusted  will  be  wanted,  and  I  will 
bido  my  time.  1  may  miss  tho  clmnco;  if  so,  all  right ;  but  T  cannot  and 
will  not  mix  mysolf  in  this  prosont  cull.  .  .  . 

“  The  first  inovemonts  of  tho  government  will  fail  and  tho  lenders  will 
bo  cast  aside.  A  second  or  third  set  will  rise,  and  among  (hem  I  may  bo, 
but  at  prosont  1  will  not  voluntoer  as  a  soldier  or  anything  else.  If  Con¬ 
gress  meet,  or  if  a  national  convention  bo  called,  and  tho  regular  army  bo 
put  on  a  footing  with  (ho  wants  of  tho  country,  if  1  am  offered  a  placo  that 
suits  mo,  I  may  accept.  But  in  the  present  cull  I  will  not  volunteer." 

He  criticised  the  call  for  75,000  militia  for  three  months, 
saying  that  the  liest  of  moil  could  only  bo  made  indifferent  sol¬ 
diers  in  three  months,  and  that  tho  best  of  soldiers  could  ac¬ 
complish  nothing  in  three  months  in  such  a  country  as  ours. 
Ho  therefore  would  not  volunteer  for  such  a  servico,  but  liis 
mind  was  occupied  with  military  plans.  The  correspondence 
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existence  of  negro  slavery  in  t.lic  south  was  the  governing  in¬ 
citement,  to  war.  The  owners  of  slaves  know  that  the  tenure 
of  such  properly  was  feeble.  Besides  the  danger  of  escape, 
there  was  the  growing  hostility  to  slavery  in  a  preponderance 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  restrained  only  by  its  recog¬ 
nition  by  the  constitution.  The  slave  owners  believed  that, 
by  secession,  they  could  establish  a  republic,  founded  on  slav¬ 
ery,  with  an  ample  field  in  Mexico  and  Central  America  for 
conquest  and  expansion.  They  had  cultivated  a  bitter  sectional 
oumity,  amounting  to  contempt,  for  the  peoplo  of  the  north, 
growing  partly  out,  of  the  subserviency  of  largo  portions  of  tlio 
north  to  the  dictation  of  the  south,  but,  chiefly  out  of  the  wordy 
violence  and  disregard  of  constitutional  obligations  by  the 
Abolitionists  of  the  north.  They  believed  in  the  doctrine  of  an 
irrepressible  conflict,  long  before  it  was  announced  by  Seward. 

South  Carolina,  far  in  advance  of  other  southern  states,  Jed 
in  promulgating  the  legal  rights  of  secession,  until  they  came 
to  bo  acquiesced  in  by  all  those  states.  Thoy  committed  them¬ 
selves  to  it  in  the  Charleston  convention.  Their  speakers  de¬ 
clared,  during  tiie  canvass,  that  if  Lincoln  was  elected,  their 
states  would  secede.  When  elected,  the  first,  gun  was  llred  on 
Fort  Sumter,  in  South  Carolina,  whore  all  tlio  people  wove 
determined  on  war.  The  struggle  once  commenced,  the  natu¬ 
ral  sympathy  of  the  southern  states  was  with  South  Carolina. 
The  States  of  Virginia,  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  wliero  a 
strong  Union  sentiment  prevailed,  hesitated  and  delayed,  lnil, 
the  young  and  activo  spirits  wore  with  the  south,  and  tlioso 
carried  the  states  named  into  tlio  general  conflict.  Onco  in 
the  war,  there  was  no  way  but  to  fight  it  out.  J  have  no  sym¬ 
pathy  with  secession,  but  I  can  appreciate  tho  action  of 
those  who  w'ere  born  and  reared  under  the  influence  of  such 
teachings.  Who  of  tho  north  can  say,  that  in  Iiko  conditions, 
ho  would  not  havo  been  a  rebel? 

Looking  back  from  my  standpoint  now,  when  ali  tho  states 
are  re-united  in  a  stronger  Union,  when  Union  and  Confeder¬ 
ate  soldiers  are  acting  together  iu  both  Houses  of  Congress  in 
legislating  for  tho  common  good,  when,  since  1861,  our  coun¬ 
try  has  more  than  doubled  its  population  and  quadrupled  its 
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resources,  when  its  institutions  have  been  harmonized  by  the 
abolition  of  slavery,  when  the  seceding  states  are  entering  into 
a  friondly  and  hopeful  rivalry,  in  the  development  of  their 
great  resources,  when  they  have  doubled  or  trebled  their  pro¬ 
duction  of  cotton,  when  they  are  producing  the  greater  part  of 
their  food,  when  they  are  dovoloping  their  manufactures  of 
iron  and  steel,  and  introducing  the  spindle  and  loom  into  their 
cities  and  villages,  it  seems  to  me  that  men  of  the  south  surely 
will  appreciate,  if  they  do  not  approve,  what  I  said  in  the  Sen¬ 
ate  early  in  the  war: 

“I  would  slako  tlio  Inst  life,  llio  Inst  dollar,  the  Inst  man,  upon  the 
prosecution  of  llio  war.  Indoocl,  I  cannot  contemplate  tlio  condition  of  my 
country  if  it  shall  bo  dissevered  and  divided.  Take  the  loyal  states  as  they 
now  stand  and  look  at  tho  map  of  tlio  United  States,  and  regard  two  hostile 
oonfoderaoics  stretching  along  for  thousands  of  miles  across  the  continent. 
l)o  yon  not  know  that  tlio  normal  condition  of  such  a  slato  of  affairs  would 
bo  otornal,  evorlusling  war  ?  Two  nations  of  tho  sumo  blood,  of  tho  same 
lineage,  of  tlio  samo  spirit,  cannot  occupy  tlio  same  continent,  much  loss 
standing  sido  by  sido  as  rival  nations,  dividing  rivers  and  mountains  for 
their  boundary.  No,  Mr.  president,  rather  than  allow  this  war  to  torminnto 
exoopt  upon  tlio  restoration  of  tho  Union  intaot  in  all  its  breadth  and  length, 
1  would  sacrifice  tho  last  man  and  sco  tho  country  itself  submerged. 

“Bather  than  yield  (o  traitors  or  tlio  intervention  of  foreign  powers, 
rather  than  boqueath  to  tho  next  generation  a  broken  Union,  and  an  inter¬ 
minable  civil  war,  I  would  light  tlio  torch  of  fanaticism  and  destroy  all  that 
the  labor  of  two  generations  has  accumulated.  Hotter  a  desert  and  univer¬ 
sal  poverty  Ilian  disunion  ;  bottor  the  war  of  tho  French  devolution  limn  an 
oligarchy  founded  upon  tho  labor  of  slaves.  But,  sir,  there  is  no  need  of 
this.  The  resources,  wealth,  and  labor  of  twenty  millions  of  froetnon  are 
amply  suQicient  (o  moot  not  only  the  physical,  but  financial,  (liflioullios  of 
the  war.  Thank  God  I  (ho  test  to  which  all  nations  in  (ho  course  of  (Imir 
history  aro  subjected,  is  applied  to  us  when  wo  havo  an  insignificant  na¬ 
tional  clobt;  when  our  rosonrcos  wore  novor  inoro  manifest;  when  tlio  loyal 
slatos  aro  so  thoroughly  united;  when  our  peoplo  are  filled  with  n  generous 
enthusiasm  that  will  make  tho  loss  of  life  and  burden  of  taxation  easy  (o 
bear.  Tf  wo  conquor  a  penco  by  preserving  tho  Union,  tho  constitution, 
our  nationality,  all  our  ample  territories,  Die  robonnd  of  prosperity  in  this 
country  will  ennblo  a  singlo  generation  easily  to  pay  the  national  dobl, 
oven  if  tho  war  is  protracted  until  desolation  is  writton  upon  every  rebel 
lionrihstono.” 

This,  T  beliove,  expressed  the  spirit  and  determination  of 
the  loyal  states  of  the  north,  at  the  beginning  of  tho  war. 
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Willi  npiiiiims  mi  widely  ilivnignil.  in  llm  Iwn  twrliuiiH,  niul 
willi  li  livi'il  |iiii'|ihm<  nf  i'iicIi  In  nlituil  liy  tlmni,  1  Imre  wits  mi 
way  1 1nti  |innr  frail  liiiiimii  liiilme  rnulil  (levin*  In  (Irriilo  llm 
(‘niili’nveixy  ewe[il  In  liglil. 

l-’liiin  I lm  (intvi'M  nf  llm  ilnml,  wlin  fnnglil.  im  npjinsilo  mili'H 
fnr  I  Imic  in  mi  il  i-v  nr  llmir  ulult*,  I  Imre  Iiiih  lumn  n  n'Mim'i'dinii, 
Imimnililn  In  Imlli  HiM'liniis,  u  t'liinn  nl  miiKer,  mum  II  nil  i'll  mill 
glnriuii’i  limn  llm  l  iiinn  e.’duld  tilled  liyuur  fitlliel’M,  mnl  willi  n 
ivliniuid  nf  |irn»imi'il  y  greiiler  I  linn  we  imnlil  rniumivi'  nf  in 
isii’.!.  Tliin  wur,  llmiigli  fniirfnl  iii  llm  snci'illoo  nf  iiniporty 
mnl  lifn,  Inis  I’emilfud  in  a  Imtlel'  simloi'td-iuiding  aiming  fhn 
imn|il(i  nf  ln>t li  wwliniir.  Kill’ll  linn  fur  llm  oilier  a  lii|flmr 
mi[iri't  mnl  regard.  I  miii’eiidy  linpn  mnl  Imlinvn  ill  llm  gnutl 
lime  ruining  wlmn  ai < i ■  I i 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  linen  will  lint,  iliviiln  jinlil ii-nl  |ntr- 
liei,  mnl  I'niiiiiinii  i nl i'i’i'mI m  mnl  it  lil'emlnr  nnliuniilil.y  will  liimi 
llnsl  i  nyi’il  Nl'rl  inliltl  feeling  mill  jelllnllMy. 

Am  llm  lv:. nil  nf  llm  wnr  wr  I’nimiiiiinl  llm  ri*N|irrl  nf  nil  fur- 
rim'  uni  ii a i'..  Tin'  I  H i l m I  Sluln’i.mi  it  grriil.  rn|nil>!it’,  Iiiim  lm- 
niinn  mi  i.\iiiuiilr  ulreinh  fullnurd  In’  Kiirn|initn  luifiniin.  II. 
Inis  nl  li-.r  I  ;  1’i’in ml  I  Im  in  .perl  mill  fniliriiiiinre  nf  I  Im  riding 
elm-1  in  I  lm.  il  111  ilnin,  w  Im  imvnr  fnrgnl.  nr  fnrguw  I  lie  rrliel- 
linn  nf  mu’  mien  Im..  iij'.iiir.l  King  I  irurge  1 1 1  mnl  I  ln<  |  >a  il  in  - 
nmlit  nfl  In-Ill  Mnl. nn.  II  Inn  .-.I  ii  i  ii  |  n -i  I  I  lm  liingungr,  I  Im  limn, 
mnl  llm  I n hi  .1  ml  fivi'ilniii  nf  Kngli’.linmn,  ii | n hi  a  |iii|niliil Inn 
ill  ill  1  itik  I  Iml  ill  llm  iiinllmr  rniiiilry,  mid  limy,  ill  I  urn.  mn  Ini, 
illg  li-Mnii'i  fnun  m.  in  nxlnndiiig  In  llmil’  |ii'n|iln  fipmlity  nf 
riglilH  mnl  |ui\  ili’i'i’  1. 

I  l-i'Kini Ill’ll  in  \\  mdnugl  nil  li  few  duy.i  mnl  limn  r.liirleil  fnr 
iny  Inmin  lit  Miinillrld,  In  enrnimige  niili’.linniili,  Iml  fn  in  nl 
Uilll  lin  111*1)1  wmi  imi'ili'il;  1 1  in  I  n  ii  n  [ni  1 1  it't  ttnn*  rnli-ded  in  n 
liny,  (Inn  win  reriuiled  liy  Willimn  Mrljniglilin,  u  gnllmil 
Rllldier  in  llm  will’ in  Mexirn,  n  iiinjni-  general  nf  Uliin  mililin 
who  lind  arrived  nl.  llm  age  nf  Miil  i  wan.  I  In  ill  ii|>|»->]  hi. law 
linnlcn  anil  iti  twelve  lumm  Innl  a  ri ntt| ntiiy  nf  inn*  liiunlivil  nmn 
l’Oiuly  to  lnovo  at,  Uin  cntntnatid  nf  llm  gownnm  A  like  |m 
Lrioliam  watt  armisiod  in  all  |iiirli  nf  llm  Mule,  mi  Unit  in  n  wry 
alinii  l.ilno  l.wn  full  regllimnla,  timnlioring  nmn,  were  nr 
ganixod  umlor  llio  cuminaud  of  Culoiml  A.  Mi  ll,  iMi  Cnnli,  nf  llm 
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United  States  army,  and  were  on  the  way  to  Washington,  then 
blockaded  by  the  roughs  of  Baltimore.  1  met  them  at.  Harris¬ 
burg  and  went  with  them  to  Philadelphia.  They  wore  camped 
at  Vairinont  Park,  and  were  drilled  with  other  regiments  by 
Colonel  Pitz  John  Porter,  tho  entire  force  being  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  General  Patterson. 

When  tho  blockade  was  opened,  by  tho  skill  and  audacity  of 
General  Benjamin  P.  Butler,  the  two  Ohio  regiments  wore  or¬ 
dered  to  Washington  and  were  there  reviewed  by  President  Lin¬ 
coln,  at  which]  time  a  pleasant  incident  occurred  which  may  be 
worthy  of  mention.  I  accompanied  tho  President  to  the  parade, 
and  passed  with  him  down  tho  line.  He  noticed  a  venerable 
man  with  long  white  hair  and  military  bearing,  standing  in  posi¬ 
tion  iit  tho  head  of  his  company  with  arms  presented,  and  in¬ 
quired  his  name.  T  said  it  was  General  McLaughlin  and  hur¬ 
riedly  told  him  his  history,  his  politics  and  patriotism.  The 
President,  as  ho  came  opposite  him,  stopped,  and  leaving  his 
party  advanced  to  McLaughlin  and  extended  his  hand.  Mc¬ 
Laughlin,  surprised,  had  some  difliculty  in  putting  his  sword 
under  his  left  arm.  They  shook  hands  and  Lincoln  thanked  him, 
saying  when  men  of  his  age  and  standing  came  to  tho  rescue  of 
their  country  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  our  success.  McLaugh¬ 
lin  highly  appreciated  this  compliment.  Ho  afterwards  en¬ 
listed  for  the  war  and  died  in  the  service  of  his  country. 

Those  two  regiments  wero  subsequently  ordered  to  Harris¬ 
burg,  to  which  place  they  wont,  accompanied  by  mo,  and  there 
they  formed  a  part  of  the  command  of  General  Patterson,  which 
was  to  advance  on  Martinslmrg  and  Winchester  to  aid  in  a 
movement  of  General  McDowell  aga.inst  the  enemy  at  Bull 
lhm.  I  was  serving  on  tho  staff  of  General  Patterson  as  a  vol¬ 
unteer  aid  without  pity.  While  at  Harrisburg  it  was  suggested 
to  me  that  ox-President  Buchanan,  then  at  his  country  homo 
near  that  city,  had  expressed  a  wish  to  see  me.  As  onr  per¬ 
sonal  relations  had  always  been  pleasant,  though  our  political 
opinions  wero  widely  different,  1  called  upon  him,  I  think  with 
Colonel  Porter,  and  wo  wero  cordially  recoivcd.  I  was  sur¬ 
prised  at  the  frankness  mid  apparent  sincerity  of  tho  opinions 
expressed  by  him  in  relation  to  tho  wav.  Ilo  said  he  had  done 
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all  lio  could  to  prevent  the  war,  but  now  that  it  was  upon  us  it 
was  the  duty  of  all  patriotic  people  to  make  it  a  success,  that 
lio  approved  all  that  had  been  doue  by  Mr.  Lincoln,  of  whom 
ho  spoke  in  high  terms  of  praise.  I  believe  he  was  sincere 
in  the  opinions  he  then  expressed,  and  know  of  nothing  said  or 
dono  by  him  since  that  time  that  could  create  a  doubt  of  his 
sincerity. 

Abo  lit  the  middle  of  June  the  command  of  General  Patter¬ 
son  moved  slowly  to  Cliamborshnrg,  where  it  remained  several 
days  under  constant  drill,  thou  to  Hagerstown  and  to  the  vil- 
lago  of  ’Williamsport  on  the  Potomac.  While  at  the  latter 
placo  General  Sherman,  who  had  been  at  Washington  and 
received  his  commission  as  colonel  of  the  13th  United  States 
infantry,  thon  being  recruited,  came  to  visit  me  at  my  lodg¬ 
ings  in  a  country  tavern.  Ho  then  mot.  for  the  first  time 
in  many  yoars  his  old  classmate,  Colonel,  afterwards  Major-Gen¬ 
eral,  George  H.  Thomas,  who  then  commanded  a  regular  regi¬ 
ment  of  tho  United  States  army  in  the  foreo  under  the 
command  of  General  Patterson.  The  conversation  of  these 
two  ollicor.s,  who  wore  to  be  so  intimately  associated  in  great 
ovoiits  in  tho  future,  was  very  interesting.  They  got  a  big  map 
of  the  United  States,  spread  it  on  tho  floor,  and  on  their  hands 
and  knees  discussed  tho  probablo  salient  strategic  places  of 
tho  war.  They  singled  out  Richmond,  Vicksburg,  Nashville, 
Knoxville  mid  Chattanooga.  To  mo  it  has  always  appeared 
strango  that  they  wore  able  confidently  and  correctly  to  desig¬ 
nate  tho  linos  of  operations  and  strategic  points  of  a  war  not 
yot  commoncod,  and  more  strange  still  that  they  should  he 
leading  actors  in  groat  battles  at  the  places  designated  by  them 
at  this  country  tavern. 

Tho  noxt  day  General  Thomas  crossed  tho  river  into  Vir¬ 
ginia,  but  the  ordor  was  soon  countermanded,  it  is  said,  by 
Gonoral  Scott,  and  General  Thomas  returned  to  the  north  bank 
of  the  Potomac.  Genoral  Shonnan  returned  to  Washington  to 
drill  his  raw  troops  for  the  battle  of  Bull  ltuu.  I  soon  after  re¬ 
turned  by  stage  to  Frederick,  Maryland,  to  take  my  seat  in  the 
Senato,  Congress  having  been  convened  to  meet  in  special 
session  on  the  4th  of  July. 


'  CHAPTER  XT. 

Speoial  Session  op  Congress  to  Provide  for  the  War. 

Condition  ol  t.ln:  Treasury  Immediately  Frcmliiig  ttio  Wav  — Not  Enough  Money 
on  Hand  to  Pay  Members  of  Congress  —  Value  of  l'rnetiotinl  Silver  ol 
Earlier  Coinage  —  Largely  Increased  Revenues  na  Urgent.  Neces¬ 
sity —Lincoln’s  Message  and  Appeal  to  the  People  —  Issue  of 
New  Treasury  Notes  and  Ronds  —  Union  Troops  on 
the  Potomac — Rattle  ol  Rail  Run — Organ¬ 
ization  ol  the  “Rhenium  Rrigrule’’  — 

The  President's  Timely  Aid  — 

]  Vrsoimel  of  tho  Brigade. 

TO  understand  the  measures  to  bo  submit, tod  to  Congross 
at  its  approaching  session,  it  is  necessary  to  have  a 
clear  conception  of  the  condition  of  the  treasury  at 
that  timo,  and  of  the  established  financial  policy  of 
the  government  immediately  before  the  war. 

On  the  meeting  of  Congross  in  December,  I860,  tho  treasury 
was  empty.  There  was  not  enough  money  even  to  pay 
Members  of  Congress.  The  revenues  wore  not  suflicioiil,  to 
moot  the  doinnnds  for  ordinary  expenditures  in  timo  of  poaco. 
Since  1857  money  had  boon  borrowed  by  the  sale  of  bonds  and 
tiio  issue  of  treasury  notes  boaring  iutorest,  to  meet  deficien¬ 
cies.  The  public  debt  had  increased  during  tire  administration 
of  Mr.  Buchanan  about  $70,000,000.  Tho  Secrotary  of  tho 
Treasury,  Howell  Cobb,  resigned  on  the  10th  of  December,  I860, 
declaring  that  iiis  duty  to  Georgia  required  such  action.  He 
had  aided  in  every  possible  way  to  cripple  the  department 
while  in  charge  of  it. 

On  tiio  IGth  of  the  same  month  Congross  authorised  tho 
issno  of  $10,000,000  treasury  notes,  to  bear  interest  at  tho 
lowest  rate  bid.  On  tiio  18th  Secretary  Philip  P.  Thomas,  Mr. 
Cobb’s  successor,  invited  bids  for  $5,000,000  of  treasury  notes, 
part  of  the  $10,000,000  authorised,  at  par,  at  tiio  rate  of  iutorest 
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offered  by  llio  lowest  bidder.  Offers  at  12  per  cent,  or  loss 
wovo  made  for  S>1 ,8ril ,000  (tlie  bulk  of  the  offers  being  at  12 
per  cent.),  which  were  ficcoptod  and  additional  offers  wero  re¬ 
ceived  at  interest  varying  from  15  to  36  per  cent.,  but  wore 
Tofusud.  Immediately  after  tho  decision  of  the  department 
i m  these  olTors  was  announced,  tho  assistant  treasurer  at 
Now  York  advised  tho  secretary  that  certain  parties  would 
l.iiko  tho  rosiduo  of  the  $5,000,000  offered,  through  the 
Hunk  of  Commerce,  at  12  per  cent.  This  proposition  was 
ner.nptod,  on  condition  that  the  amount  required  to  make  up 
tho  iivo  millions  should  be  deposited  without  delay.  Tho 
wliolo  aimiont  was  applied  to  tho  payment  of  overdue  treasury 
notos  and  otlior  pressing  demands  on  tho  treasury. 

Socrotuvy  Thomas  resigned  on  the  lltli  of  January,  1861, 
and  John  A.  l)ix  became  Socretary  of  the  Treasury.  In 
answer  to  my  inquiry  Socretary  l)ix,  in  an  official  letter, 
dated  January  18,  1861,  stated  the  terms  of  the  sale  of 
treasury  notes  and  that:  “Tho  amount  required  to  meet 
tho  outstanding  current  and  accruing  duos  before  the  close 
of  tho  pvosont  fiscal  year,  bosidcs  any  additional  charges  on 
tho  trousnry  created  by  legislation  during  tho  present  ses¬ 
sion  of  Congress,  is  $44, 077, 524.63.”  llo  recommended  a  fur¬ 
ther  issue  of  $25,00(1,000  of  bonds,  and  suggested  that  the  states 
which  had  rocoivod  doposits  under  the  act  for  tho  distribution 
of  surplus  rovonuo  in  Oonoral  Jackson’s  time  might  bo  called 
upon  to  return  such  deposits,  and  added:  “If,  instead  of  calling 
for  thoso  doposits,  it  should  he  deemed  advisable  to  pledge  them 
for  tho  repayment  of  any  money  tho  government  might  iind  it 
necessary  to  borrow',  a  loan  contracted  on  such  a  basis  of  secu¬ 
rity,  suporadding  to  the  plighted  faith  of  the  United  States  that 
of  tlio  individual  states,  could  hardly  fail  to  be  acceptable  to 
capitalists.” 

In  this  connection  I  received  the  following  note  : 

TllKASUItY  OKPAUT.MrNT,  Febl'llSin'  n,  1801. 
IIon.  .John  Siibioiak.  .  .  ,  ,  „ 

Dica.11  Sm: _ T  soiul  a  pruamblo  and  resolution,  and  «  latter  to  your 

govornor.  Will  you  read  nnd  solid  them  nt  onoo  ?  You,  ns  n  Member 
of  Uongi  oss,  can  any  idint  1  cannot  with  propriety  — that  no  states  which 
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guarantee  bonds  of  tho  United  States  to  the  amount  of  tbo  public  moneys 
in  its  bunds,  will  bo  likely  to  be  called  on  to  repay  those  moneys — at  all 
events  during  tho  twenty  years  tho  bonds  of  the  United  States  will  run. 

1  am  truly  yours,  John  A.  Dix. 

I5.  S. — I  cunuot  put  out  my  notice  for  a  loan  till  your  state  acts,  and 
the  time  is  very  short. 

Subsequently  I  vcceivod  tlie  following  letter: 

Tkkasuky  Uin'AimiHNT,  Febmury  1 1,  (SOI,  7  p.  m. 

Dhaii  Sin  : — My  plan  for  raising  money  to  meet  tho  outstanding  liabili¬ 
ties  of  tho  government,  and  to  onnhlo  the  incoming  administration  to  carry 
on  its  financial  operations  without  embarrassment  till  it  shall  have  time  to 
mature  a  plan  for  itself,  has  met  with  an  obstaclo  (juile  unexpected  to  ino. 
Tho  committee  of  ways  and  means  in  the  IIouso  has  declined  to  report  a 
hill  to  authorize  me  to  accept  tho  guaranties  voluntarily  tendered  by  tho 
states.  Mr.  Spaulding,  of  New  York,  ami  Mr.  Morrill,  of  Vermont,  1  learn, 
have  objections.  Unloss  they  withdraw  their  opposition  tho  bill  cannot  bo 
reported,  and  the  plan  must  fail.  In  that  case  I  shall  not  deem  it  proper  to 
ask  for  a  loan  of  more  than  two  millions  to  meet  tho  redemption  of  treasury 
notes,  which  fall  due  buforo  tho  4th  of  March.  Tho  slate  of  tho  country  is 
such  that  a  Inrgor  amount  thrown  on  the  market  would  have  a  most  disas¬ 
trous  infiuenoo  on  tho  public  oredit.  I  do  not  think  I  can  borrow  two  mil¬ 
lions  at  more  than  90  por  cent.  With  a  guaranty  such  as  the  stales  have 
offorod,  I  can  got  eight  millions  at  par.  Tho  alternative  is  to  autliori'/o  me 
to  accopt  the  guaranty,  or  loavo  tho  treasury  with  scarcely  anything  in  it  and 
with  outstanding  demands,  some  of  thorn  very  pressing,  ol  at  least  six  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars,  for  you  and  your  political  friends  to  provide  for.  IE  any¬ 
thing  is  done  it  should  be  to-morrow,  as  I  ought  to  publish  tho  notice  on 
Wednesday.  Perhaps  you  uan  see  tho  gontlemen  referred  to  to-night  and 
remove  their  objections.  I  am,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joiix  A.  Mix. 

On  the  8th  of  February,  J SGI,  a  bill  became  a  law  providing 
for  the  sale  of  $ 20,000,000  six  per  cent,  bonds,  and  those  were 
sold  at  the  rate  of  $89.10  for  $100,  yielding  $18,415,000. 

Stieh  was  tho  humiliating  financial  condition  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  United  States  at  the  close  of  Air.  Hneliauau’s 
administration.  The  expenditures  of  the  government  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  .Time  30, 1801,  were  $84,577,258.60,  of  which 
$42,064,082.95  was  procured  from  loans  and  treasury  notes, 
leaving  a  balance  in  tho  treasury,  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year 
18G1,  of  $2,895,635.21.  This  condition  still  existed  when  Con¬ 
gress  subsequently  met  in  special  session. 
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Under  tbe  sub-treasury  laws  then  in  force,  the  revenues  of 
(he  government  were  received  and  bold  only  in  the  treasury  at 
Washington,  and  in  sub-treasuries  located  in  a  few  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  cities  of  the  United  States,  and  could  be  paid  out  only 
upon  the  draft  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  drawn 
agreeably  to  appropriations  made  by  law.  No  money  could  lie 
received  into  the  treasury  except  gold  and  silver  coin  of  the 
United  States,  and  such  treasury  notes  as  were  receivable  for 
bonds.  State  bank  notes  were  not  received  for  government 
(lues.  This  exclusion  grew  out  of  the  general  failure  of  banks 
after  the  War  of  1812  and  the  panic  of  1887,  and  had  caused  the 
outcry  in  1840  of:  “Gold  for  the  office  holders;  rags  for  the 
people.”  Bnt  this  policy  of  tbe  government  to  receive  only  its 
own  coin  or  notes  was  sustained  by  popular  opinion. 

Silver  dollars  were  not  in  circulation  in  1801.  Their  issue 
was  provided  for  at  the  beginning  of  onr  government,  bnt,  as 
they  were  most  of  the  time  more  valuable  than  gold  Coin  of 
like  face  value,  they  were  hoarded  or  exported.  'L'lieir  coinage 
was  suspended  by  an  order  of  President  Jefferson  in  1, Stiff,  and 
after  this  order  only  1,800  silver  dollars  wore  coined  by  the 
United  States  prior  to  183(1.  From  18'3(i  til  I8(il  silver  dollars 
wore  coined  in  small  quantities,  the  aggregate  being  less  than 
one  and  one-half  million,  and  they  wore  generally  exported. 
It  is  probable  that  wlion  Mr.  Chase  became  Secretary  of  tho 
Treasury,  there  was  not  in  the  United  States  one  thousand  sil¬ 
ver  dollars.  In  1853,  and  prior  to  that  year,  fractional  silver 
coins  were  worth  for  bullion  more  than  t.lieiv  face  value,  ami, 
therefore,  (lid  not  circulate.  Small  change  was  scarce,  and  frac¬ 
tional  notes,  called  “shinplastors,”  were  issued  in  many  parts 
of  the  United  States.  Mexican  coin,  debased  and  worn,  was  in 
circulation.  To  remedy  this  evil, Congress,  by  the  act  of  Feb¬ 
ruary  21,  1853,  during  Pierce’s  administration,  proscribed  the 
weight  of  the  silver  half  dollar  as  192  grains  instead  of  20(i^ 
grains,  fixed  by  the  coinage  act  of  1792,  and  tbe  weight  of  the 
quarter,  dime  and  half  dime  of  silver  was  reduced  in  tho  samo 
proportion.  As  these,  new  coins  were  less  valuable  than  gold 
at  the  rate  coined,  they  were  mado  a  legal  tender  in  paymont 
of  debts  only  for  sums  not  exceeding  five  dollars.  The  silver 
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bullion  for  theso  coins  was  purchased  at  market  valao,  and  tho 
privilege  theretofore  granted  to  a  depositor  of  silver  bullion  to 
have  it  coined  for  him  was  repealed.  This  hnv  had  the  bonoli- 
cial  effect  of  driving  ont  of  circulation  “shinplaslors”  and  worn 
coins,  and  supplied  in  ample  quantity  now  full  weight  silver 
coins  of  handsomo  device,  the  government  receiving  the  profit 
of  the  difference  between  the  market  value  of  tho  silver  and 
its  coinage  value.  Under  this  law  the  coinage  of  silver  rapidly 
increased,  so  that,  within  two  years  aftor  tho  passage  of  the  act 
of  1853,  more  silver  was  converted  into  fractional  coins  and 
wits  in  activo  use  among  (ho  people  than  was  contained  in  all 
tho  silver  dollars  coined  under  “free  coinage”  from  tho  hegin- 
ning  of  the  government  to  1878. 

While  silver  was  Urns  mado  useful  lo  the  fullest  oxl.cnl  pos¬ 
sible,  it  was,  from  its  weight  and  hulk,  iinulcqimlo  and  incon¬ 
venient  for  the  vast  domands  of  tho  government  during  the 
tho  war.  Silver  and  gold  tngothor  could  not  meet  this  donniml. 
Thoro  was  known  to  bo  in  tho  country  at  that  time,  of  specie 
in  circulation,  $250,000,000,  of  state  bank  notes,  $180, 000, 000,  in 
all  $430,000,000.  This  amount,  oxporionco  had  shown,  was 
necessary  to  moot  exchanges  in  ordinary  times  of  ponce.  Tho 
disturbance  of  a  civil  war  would  likely  stimulate  production 
for  a  time  and  require  oven  more  circulation  for  eurront  busi¬ 
ness.  This  circulation,  if  drawn  from  Us  ordinary  channels, 
would  bring  no  end  of  confusion  and  distress  to  l.lio  people,  ami 
the  government,,  to  meet  tho  demand  occasioned  by  carrying  on 
a  war,  must,  look  elsewhere  for  a  circulating  medium  with  which 
to  meet  its  omirnums  disbursements  which  must  necessarily  lie 
made  almost  wholly  in  actual  cash-  chocks  being,  from  the 
character  of  tho  payments,  of  little  avail. 

There  was  no  escaping  tho  issue  of  credit  money  in  some 
form,  and  of  whatever  form  adopted  wo  knew  that  gold  and 
silver  would  soon  disappear  under  the  shadow  of  war  I, Inti, 
they  would  bo  hoardod  or  exported. 

This  is  the  universal  result  of  great  wars  long  protruded.  II; 
was  our  experience  during  onv  Ifevointion  and'tho  War  of  IHI2, 
ami  of  Groat  Britain  and  all  Unrepean  nations  during  the  Na¬ 
poleonic  wars.  What  should  take  tho  place  of  gold  and  silver 
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for  currency?  The  only  answer  was  to  substitute  for  tlie  time 
the  notes  of  the  United  States,  with  all  the  sanction  and  credit 
which  the  republic  could  confer,  in  the  place  of  coin.  We 
could  not,  with  safety,  accept  bank  notes  issued  by  state  cor¬ 
porations,  varying  in  terms  and  credit  according  to  the  laws  of 
twenty-three  soparate  states. 

To  establish  a  credit  of  our  bonds  and  notes  these  measures 
at  least,  wore  necessary  :  First,  increase  largely  the  revenues 
from  customs  duties  to  be  paid  in  coin;  second,  impose  all  forms 
of  internal  taxes  authorized  by  the  constitution  ;  third,  create 
a  national  currency  redeemable  in  coin,  with  no  fixed  time  for 
redomptiou,  but  made  a  legal  tender  for  all  debts,  public  and 
private,  except  customs  duties ;  fourth,  borrow  any  moneys 
needed  on  the  most  favorable  terms  possible. 

On  tlie  4tli  of  July,  18fil,  the  Senate  convened  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  proclamation  of  the  President,  from  whom  it 
received  a  message  containing  a  clear  statement  of  the  events 
that  followed  his  inaugural  address.  Ho  described  the  attack 
upon  Fort  Sumter  and  .said : 

“liy  llio  affair  nt  hurt  Sumler,  with  Us  surrounding  circumstances,  that 
point  was  reached.  Them  and  thereby  tho  assailants  of  tlm  government, 
began  the  conflict  of  arms,  without  a  gun  in  sight  or  in  expectancy  to  return 
their  lire,  save  only  the  few  in  tho  fort,  sent  to  (hat  hnibor  years  before  for 
their  own  protection,  and  still  ready  to  givo  that  protection  in  whatever  was 
lawful.  In  this  net,  discarding  till  else,  they  huve  forced  upon  the  country 
tho  distinct  issue,  'immediate  dissolution  or  blood.’ 

“  And  tins  issuo  embraces  moro  than  the  fate  of  these  United  States.  It 
presents  to  tho  wliolo  family  of  man  tho  question,  whothor  a  constitutional 
republic,  or  democracy — a  govornmont  of  tho  people  by  tho  same  pooplo-  ~ 
can  or  cannot  maintain  its  territorial  integrity  against  its  own  domestic  foes. 
It  presonls  tho  question,  whothor  discontented  individuals,  too  few  in  num¬ 
bers  to  control  administration  according  (o  organic  law  in  any  easo,  cun 
always,  upon  the  pretenses  made  in  this  ease,  or  on  any  other  pretenses,  or 
arbitrarily,  without  any  pretense,  break  up  their  government,  and  thus  prac¬ 
tically  put  an  ond  to  freo  government  upon  the  earth.  It  forces  us  to  ask: 
‘  Is  thoro,  in  all  republics,  this  inhovont  and  fatal  woaknoss?’  ‘  Must  n  govern¬ 
ment,  of  necessity,  bo  too  strong  for  tho  liberties  of  its  own  people,  or  too 
weu?e  to  maiutain  its  own  oxistonco?’ 

“So  viowing  tho  issue,  no  choice  was  loft  but  to  call  out  tho  war  power 
of  tho  govornmont ;  and  so  to  resist  forco  employed  for  its  destruction,  by 
force  for  its  preservation.” 
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He  closed  with  this  appeal  to  tho  people : 

“It  was  with  the  deepost  regret  that  the  Executive  found  tho  duty  of 
employing  tho  war  power  in  dofonso  of  tho  government  forced  upon  him. 
Mo  could  but  perform  this  duty,  or  surroudor  tho  existence)  of  the  govern¬ 
ment.  No  compromise  by  public  servants  could  in  this  case  be  a  cure  ;  not 
that  compromises  am  not  often  proper,  but  that  tio  popular  government  can 
long  survive  a  marked  precedent  that  those  who  carry  an  election  can  only 
save  tho  government  from  immediate  destruction  by  giving  up  tho  main 
point  upon  which  tho  people  gave  tho  election.  Tho  pooplo  thomselves,  and 
not  their  servants,  can  safely  reverse  their  own  dclihimito  decisions. 

“As  a  private  citizen,  tho  Executive  could  not  have  consented  that 
these  institutions  shall  perish  ;  much  less  could  lie,  in  hotrayal  of  so  vast  and 
so  sacred  a  trust  as  these  free  people  have  confided  tn  him.  He  felt  (hat  he 
had  no  moral  right  to  shrink,  or  even  f<»  count  (he  olmimos  of  Jiis  own  life,  in 
what  might  follow.  In  full  view  of  his  great  responsibility,  ho  has,  so  far, 
done  what  ho  has  doomed  Ids  duly.  Von  will  now,  nemmling  to  your  own 
judgment,  perform  yours.  He  sincerely  hopes  tlml  your  views  mid  your 
notion  may  so  accord  will*  his  a.s  to  assure  nil  faithful  oilmens  who  have  been 
disturbed  in  their  rights  of  a  certain  and  speedy  restoration  to  them,  under 
tho  constitution  and  the  laws. 

“And  having  thus  chosen  our  uonrse,  without  guile  and  with  pure  pur¬ 
pose,  let  us  renew  our  trust  in  (fod,  ami  go  forward  without  fear  and  with 
manly  hearts.” 

Secretary  Chaso  also  submitlod  to  (longross,  on  Uio  first  day 
of  the  .session,  a  clear  statement  of  tho  iinnnoinl  condition  of 
tho  Unit-oil  Slates,  lie  estimated  tho  sum  nootled  for  tho  Usual 
year  ending  .Juno  *J(),  18(52,  at  $.‘118,5 1!), 581.  Ifo  recommended 
a  largo  inereaso  of  duties  on  imports,  especially  upon  snedt 
articles  as  wero  thou  froo  from  duty;  also  a  direct  tax  of  $20,- 
000,000,  to  bo  apportioned  among  tho  slates  according  to 
population;  also  a  tax  on  distilled  spirits,  ulo,  lmor,  tobacco, 
bank  notes,  and  other  articles  of  domestic  production.  Ho 
also  suggested  that  tho  property  of  those  engugod  in  insurrec¬ 
tion  or  in  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  insurgents  should  ho  made 
to  contrihuto  to  the  expenditures  made  liccossary  by  their 
criminal  misconduct.  As  tho  receipts  Cmm  taxation  would 
still  bo  inadequate  to  moat  tho  expenses  of  tho  war,  ho  dis¬ 
cussed  the  best  mode  and  form  of  borrowing  money,  including 
bonds  running  for  a  long  poriotl  with  a  lixod  rale  of  interest, 
and  treasury  notes  bearing  interest,  payaldo  on  demand. 
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Kansas  having  recently  been  admitted  into  the  Union, 
twenty -tlireo  states  were  represented  in  tlio  Senate  Iiy  forty-six 
Senators,  Eleven  states  being  in  open  war  against  the  United 
States,  tiventy-one  of  their  Senators  withdrew,  but  Andrew 
Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  denying  the  validity  of  the  secession  of 
his  state,  remained  in  the  Seriate,  making  the  total  of  Senators 
forty-seven.  Some  of  tlreso  Senators  were  now  in  congres¬ 
sional  life,  and  some  had  been  transferred  from  the  House  of 
Representatives.  This  transfer  of  a  Member,  though  eagerly 
sought,  is  not  for  a  time  agreeable.  However  conspicuous  tlio 
Member  may  havo  been  in  the  House,  ho  must  take  his  place 
in  the  Senate  at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder,  and,  according  to 
Senatorial  usage,  must  be  reasonably  modest  in  expressing  his 
opinions.  Tlio  withdrawal  of  so  many  Senators  in  1861,  how¬ 
ever,  gave  the  new  Members  bettor  positions  than  usual.  1 
was  assigned  to  the  committee  on  finance  and  on  naval  affairs. 

At  that  time  tlio  committee  on  finance  had  charge  of  all  bills 
appropriating  money  for  the  support  of  the  government,  all  tax 
or  revenue  bills,  all  loan  and  coinage  bills,  and,  generally,  all 
bills  relating  to  the  treasury  department,  anil  to  the  finances  of 
tlio  government.  It  was  soon  manifest  that,  in  view  of  the 
war,  and  tlio  enormous  sums  required  to  conduct  it,  the  task  of 
the  committee  would  bo  a  Herculean  one,  and  that  the  labor 
required  would  fall  chiefly  on  Mr.  Fessenden,  the  chairman  of 
the  committee,  and,  I  may  with  due  modesty  add,  mysolf.  My 
former  position  in  the  Houso  of  Representatives,  as  chairma  n 
of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  and  my  personal  associa¬ 
tion  with  Secretary  Chase,  with  whom  I  was  intimate,  led  to 
my  taking  an  active  part  in  financial  legislation,  which  was 
considered  my  specialty.  Congress,  in  substantial  conformity 
with  the  recommendations  of  Secretary  Chase,  passed  the  act 
to  authorize  a  loan  which  was  approved  July  17,  1801,  provid¬ 
ing  for  the  issue  of  $250,000,000  of  bonds  running  twenty  years, 
hearing  not  exceeding  seven  per  cent,  interest,  or  treasury 
notes  for  not  less  than  fifty  dollars  each,  bearing  intovest  at  not 
less  than  seven  and  three-tenths  per  cent,  annually,  and  paya¬ 
ble  in  throe  years,  and  treasury  notes  of  less  denomination  than 
fifty  dollars,  not  bearing  interest  and  not  exceeding  $50,000,000, 
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payable  on  demand,  and  commonly  known  as  demand  notes. 
Wo  knew  that  this  act  was  entirely  inadequate  for  tlie  great 
struggle  before  ns.  The  problem  was  not  whether  wo  could 
muster  men,  but  whother  we  could  raise  money.  Wo  had  to 
create  a  system  of  finance  that  would  secure  an  enlarged  reve¬ 
nue,  unquestioned  credit,  absolute  certainty  of  payment  of 
interest  in  coin,  a  national  currency,  and  such  economy  as  is 
possible  during  war. 

The  first  fooble  attempt  to  create  a  national  currency  was 
the  issue  of  demand  notes  under  the  act  of  July  17,  1801, 
described  as  follows: 

“Ami  (ho  Secretary  of  (ho  Trouanry  may  also  issue,  in  oxolmnge  for 
coin,  and  as  pari  of  (lie  above  loan,  or  may  pay  for  salaries  or  oilier  dues 
from  tho  Unitod  Slultm,  treasury  notes  of  a  less  clenoininalioii  (Imn  fifty 
dollars,  not  bearing  iidorcst,  but  payablo  on  demand  by  tho  assistant  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  United  States,  at  Philadelphia,  New  York  or  Huston.” 

Tho  fatal  defect  of  those  notes  was  tho  pvoiniso  to  pay  on 
demand.  How  could  they  lie  paid?  In  what  kind  of  money? 
They  could  not  bo  paid  out  of  the  current  revenue,  for  that 
was  insufficient  to  moot  current  expenses.  Ho  rcservo  was 
provided  for  their  payment,  and,  when  paid,  there  was  no 
authority  for  their  re-issno.  All  other  forms  of  securities  bore 
interest,  and  those  notes,  not  hearing  interest,  were  convertible 
into  bonds  and  that,  was  the  end  of  them.  If  that  was  tho  proc¬ 
ess  why  issue  thorn  at  all?  They  did  not  prevent,  but  rather 
expedited,  the  disappearance  of  gold.  Of  American  silver 
dollars  there  were  none.  ldvon  tho  new  fractional  silver  coins 
rose  to  a  premium,  ami  woro  hoarded  or  exported.  Still,  the 
necessity  existed  for  some  form  of  paper  money  that  would  he 
available  for  circulation.  Tho  solution  of  this  problem  was 
properly  left  to  tlio  next  regular  session  of  Congress. 

Congress  did  not  act,  upon  the  recommendations  for  internal 
taxes,  but  this  subject  was  also  left  over  until  tho  noxt  session. 
It  did  provide,  however,  for  a  large  increase  of  revenuo  from 
imports,  mainly  upon  articles  that  were  then  free  from  taxa¬ 
tion  and  upon  articles  regarded  as  luxuries  ;  also  for  a  direct 
tax  on  the  statos  of  $20,000,000,  and  for  a  graded  tax,  from  and 
after  the  first  clay  of  January,  1802,  upon  tho  amnnd  income 
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cif  mcry  (MTt*ui  ri  -i'liiiK  mlk"  I  uitml  Slaton,  fnmi  u Imlnior 
wniri'o  I  In-  iiwmiio  Imulil  l>o  iloi  ivnii ;  if  nurli  iimmul  iimnnm 
uluml'l  i’viwiI  I  lir  mi  in  uf  |i  lux  uf  l  In  i«i‘  |K<r  im-ii(  -  mi  il-. 
i’xi'n>w»  ilium'  llml  liiuil  A  |nn\iMmi  vvii.a  mmli>  ii'iliii'ing  tin' 
tux  mi  mi'iiuii'i  (imii  i  n*ii^>ui  v  uutos  unit  ntlmi' suoiiritii'N  of  tin* 

I  uiloil  Sluti'i  mm  Imlf.  Till'  lux  mi  iiu'miii'-x  of  rili/miN  uf  tin' 

I  uili'il  Slut  on  ri'Mitmu  nlinmit  wn«  |i|iiooil  ut  livi>  |im'  mil,,  px- 
iv|it  mi  llml  jinrlimi  ilorivoil  fiiuii  intornxl  mi  (irnniirv  union 
mill  iillii'r  Mmirilii's  uf  I  In*  I'nih'il  Sliiliw,  wliioli  iviw  luxi'il 
mit<  uiul  line  Imlf  |k<i- relit. 

Wliilii  t‘iiiinit>u«  mm  miKugr'il  in  lo(fislntivp  ilulira  in  Wnnli- 
iiiKUm,  Uip  military  furt'i'a  uf  llm  ('mifiulorafo  Ntulra  ivcri>  gut  li¬ 
on  Hg  in  Virginia,  with  tlin  |u  inri|iul  finn>  at  Miuuuikum,  iilumt. 
IavpiiI y-llvi'  union  huiiIIiui’hI.  uf  Wuuliiuglmi.  nuilor  (Uo  rum. 
niuiiil  nf  tli'iirnil  lli'iimni'iuil.  Tin'  ITiinn  l rmipH,  i'mu|i(iHi'il 
iiiniuly  uf  lliri'u  iiimilh-'’  inlunlrrr.’i,  ivi'ri1  in  i'itin]i  iii'riijiying 
tlin  ri'gimi  sit  it  m  I  \\  ii  •)  i  i  i  ii'l  i  n  ■  mi  Imlli  luniks  uf  I  tin  I’litmiini' 

II  i x it,  uii'li'l'  tin*  i  iimmtliiil  n  rmuiiinnil  nf  linimi'iil  Mrliiiwoll, 
lint-  xx  it  li  Kii'iili'imnl  <  •  i'  n  i -i  ,i  l  Srutl  in  full  »n  1 1  mi  it  cl .  I  Irn 

1 1  Ill’ll  1 1  V  l  ihill'll  I  tin  I  Iliuli  I'll  III  |<  <  II  tin  I  n  t  lm  I  ill  1  ini .  ,  f  l  n’.ll  Trill  n 
mil  lifu  mill  nmitlilnnt  uf  nmy  .-.iimn.'i  m  nr  I  lm  "  inlml-.,’'  iinru 
lining  itrilli'il.  Tim  I'l-y  mi',  "t'n  tu  llii'liiiimiil!"  Tlmy  rmiM 
lint  fnrmni  llm  miiguitiulu  uf  (lm  tu->k  llm\  lunl  iiiulni iukmi.  I 

will  nut  iiUrunil  tu  niirmti' llm  iiii'iiluiil'' uf  llm  lliiltlnnf  Hull 
Hull.  I  know  it  won  lu  tin  fought  nn  Huiuluy,  1  lm  fll-.l  nf  .Inly. 
Soon  nflOTWiou  oflliuUlny  I  muiiiiloil  my  limur,  it  ml  oiili.luiim-i 
Rollluu,  ft  Mombm' tif  (‘migrowi  fi'um  Miunmui,  rnlli'il  mi  t  inn- 
oral  Hrtill,  mill  iui|iiiiwl  fur  noun  uf  llm  luildn  llmu  going  mi. 
lln  lulil  iim  lm  wuu  i|iiitu  miru  uf  u  finnnililn  ipmiII,  1ml  fniiinil 
Urn  Iohh  uf  liin  gulliuil  nll'mi'i'u  ii.a,  llm  tiiiu|i.'i  lining  mu,  it  umilil 
liti  niH'.inuiify  for  tlmir  nllionrn  lu  Inml  llmm.  U  n  r rn'"ii'il  llm 
[itmlmm  liriilgn  frum  llooi-gnlmiii,  mul  llmu.  |iji-.iug.  |,j  Ailing 
loll,  Wd  Wont  to  li  now  fmi  ill!  llm  luuiii  mini  fium  till'  l.mig 
HriilgO.  An  wo  uinil'uiu'linil  uu  nmlil  Imnr  llm  iliilimt  tiling  uf 
cumimi.  Wn  iihIioiI  n  m'ntiiml  un  iluly  if  lm  lunl  Imunl  llm 
ucuintl  all  ilny.  lln  nniil,  "  Vun,  lint  nut.  mi  Imul  u*  uuw."  Tlim 
wiut  Higiiitlwnit  hut.  uni.  piirourngiiig.  Wo  rciunii'il  lu  uiy  Imlg- 
itign  on  Fiftooulli  nIi'mI,  Kvin'y  whom  limn'  wits  nu  impin') 
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fooling.  At.  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening  I  started  for  tho  resi¬ 
dence  of  tho  Secretary  of  Wav  to  get  information  of  the  battle. 
As  1  approached  I  was  seized  hy  the  arm,  and,  turning,  saw 
Secretary  Camoron.  I  asltcd  about  the  battle,  but,  without 
answering,  ho  hurried  me  into  his  bouse  and  said:  “Onr  army 
is  dofeated,  and  my  brother  is  killed.”  He  then  gave  way  to 
passionate  grief.  Ilis  bvotkor,  Colonel  Cameron,  bad  been 
killed,  and  tho  Union  army  was  in  full  retreat.  I  was  enjoined 
to  say  nothing  until  morning.  1  obeyed  bis  injunction.  At 
olevon  o’clock  tlnit  night  I  heard  the  clatter  of  a  horse’s  foot  in 
full  gallop.  My  nophew,  ilohert  McComli,  a  boy  about,  nine¬ 
teen,  a  private  soldier  in  an  Ohio  regiment.,  but  dotailed  as  an 
ordoriy,  bad  boon  sont.  to  the  rear  with  a  message.  Ho  saw 
tho  army  in  retreat,  and,  being  well  mounted  and  believing 
that  discretion  was  tho  hotter  part  of  valor,  rode  rapidly  to  my 
lodgings  in  Washington.  It  is  uncertain  wkethor  ho  or 
“  Bull-Rnn  ”  Hassell,  an  Unglish  reporter,  made  the  best  timo  to 
the  hong  Bridge.  McComli  gavo  me  a  doleful  account  of  the 
battle  and  retreat.  The  oflicial  reports  from  both  annios  show 
that  it  was  a  drawn  battle.  General  Sherman,  in  his 
“Momoirs,”  givos  a  graphic  history  of  the  battle  and  expresses 
the  samo  opinion. 

Still,  the  battle  of  Bull  Run  was  an  important,  event.  It 
dispelled  tho  illusion  of  the  pcoplo  of  the  north  as  to  the 
duration  and  gravity  of  the  war.  It  demonstrated  the 
folly  of  niuoty  days’  enlistments.  It  brought  also,  to  every 
intelligent  mind,  the  dangers  that  would  inevitably  result 
from  disunion.  On  the  22ud  of  July,  tire  day  after  the  battle, 
tho  bill  to  authorize  the  employment  of  500,000  volunteers 
becamo  a  law. 

On  the  20th  of  July  two  bills,  one  for  the  increaso  of  the 
military  establishment  of  the  Unitotl  States, and  one  to  provide 
for  tho  suppression  of  tho  rebellion,  were  passed.  On  the  5th 
of  August  an  act  passed  for  tlio  better  organization  of  the  mili¬ 
tary  establishment,.  Armed  with  the  largest  military  power 
ovor  conforred  upon  a  President,  with  tho  nhuost  unlimited 
powov  of  taxation,  the  administration  of  Mr.  Lincoln  entered 
upon  the  task  before  it. 


Having  passed  these  provisions  in  aid  of  the  government, 
the  special  session  of  Congress  closed  on  the  Gtli  of  August, 
1861. 

I  immediately  returned  to  my  home  at  Mansttold.  Regi¬ 
ments  were  being  organized  but  it  seemed  to  mo  that  the  mode 
of  enlistment  was  too  slow.  'J'lie  people,  though  still  resolute, 
were  somewhat  troubled  by  the  failure  of  military  operations. 
1  felt  this  so  strongly  that  I  determined  at  once  to  adopt  somo 
plan  to  raise  a  brigade  to  bo  composed  of  two  regiments  of 
infantry,  one  battery  of  artillory  and  one  squadron  of  cavalry. 
When  I  mado  application  to  Governor  Dennison  for  the  req¬ 
uisite  authority,  ho  feared  my  plan  might  interfere  with 
existing  organizations  then  being  enlisted  in  the  different  parts 
of  the  state,  and  I  was  persuaded  to  wait  until  after  the  15th 
regiment,  was  recruited  and  in  the  field,  and  the  42nd  was  well 
under  way.  I  also  made  up  my  mind  to  delay  actual  recruiting 
until  after  the  election  in  October  of  that  year,  so  that  no 
political  bias  might  enter  into  it. 

On  the  24th  of  September  T  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Hon. 
Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War,  ns  follows  : 

Manhi-'i Hut)  Ohio,  September  24,  1861. 

Hon.  Simon  Oamehox,  SeorcUwy  of  Wav. 

Dhah  Slit 1  respectfully  ask  for  un  order  granting  mo  leave  to  re¬ 
cruit  and  organize,  in  tliis  part  of  Ohio,  a  brigade  of  two  regiments  of 
infantry,  one  squadron  of  oavulry,  and  two  companies  of  artillery.  I  know 
1  can  do  it  promptly.  The  squadron  of  cavalry  authorized  to  Major  Mc¬ 
Laughlin  may,  if  desired,  bo  considered  as  part  of  the  brigade. 

For  reasons  that  are  probably  unjust  the  governor  and  state  mili¬ 
tary  authorities  art;  less  successful  than  I  hoped,  and  I  know  that  T  can  get 
you  recruits  that  they  cannot.  1  wish  no  rank,  pay,  or  expenses  for  myself, 
and  will  freely  net  without  compensation.  1  care  not  who  are  the  field 
officers,  so  t  know  they  nvo  men  of  honor,  honesty  and  experience.  I  will 
only  ask  of  the  department  tho  usual  rations,  pay  and  armament  and  equi¬ 
page  for  tho  men  ;  I  ask  nothing  for  myself,  will  undertake  upon  my  individ¬ 
ual  responsibility  to  purohnsc  any  of  them  desired,  receiving  in  roturn  gov¬ 
ernment  securities  tborefor. 

I  will  so  execute  the  order  as  not  to  intevfore  with  tho  stato  authori¬ 
ties,  and  will  not  in  subordination  to  Ibom.  I  will  frooly  confer  with  the 
government  as  to  dotails,  but  would  rather  bo  loft  as  froo  as  prnctioablo  in 
tho  selection  of  officers. 


I  hope,  my  (lenv  sir,  lies  application  will  receive  your  sanction,  luul  I 
will  smite  my  reputation  and  properly  that  what  I  offer  slinll  bo  iicooitl- 
plished.  Very  truly  yours, 

John  Siikhman. 


On  the  same  day,  in  ovdor  to  seenvo  tlio  aetivo  coOporati  cm 
of  Secretary  Chase,  I  wrote  him  as  follows: 

Manbfiei.d,  Ohio,  Soptombor  2<t,  ISO  I . 

Hon.  S.  V.  Chase,  Sccrotary  of  (ho  Treasury: 

My  Dv.miSiu:  —  I  havo  to  day  written  to  General  Cameron,  asking  an 
(,uU«r  allowing  ino  to  recruit  a  brigado  in  this  part  of  Ohio,  I  know  .1  nan 
do  it.  I  ask  "lo  oflice,  rank,  pay,  or  expenses  for  myself,  and  will  under¬ 
take)  to  recruit  this  force  in  subordination  to  the  state  and  genera]  govern¬ 
ment,  and  within  such  limits  as  may  be  allowed.  Whatever  may  t>o  the 
reason,  it  is  manifest  that  voluntary  enlistment  needs  the  spur  of  aetivo  ex¬ 
ertion  and  .solicitation.  This  1  am  willing  to  give,  and,  from  offers  freely 
mado  to  mo  by  personal  acquaintances,  know  that  1  can  enlist  hundreds 
whom  tho  stato  authorities  cannot  reach. 

Can  I  ask  your  favorable  influence)  and  corporation?  T  will  pay  my 
own  exponsos,  and  ask  only  rations,  touts  and  armament  for  tho  men.  Any 
of  theso  I  am  willing  to  purohaso  upon  my  individual  credit,  receiving  in 
paymont  government  soouritios.  I  pledge  you  my  population  and  nil  I  am 
wortli  to  accomplish  what  I  offer. 

If  it  is  objected  that  my  operation  wilt  interfere  with  stnto  onti.stmontfi, 
I  will  agree  to  subordinate)  my  movements  to  tho  orders  of  the  governor, 
but  for  tho  good  of  tho  service  I  hope  to  bo  loft  ns  froo  ns  possible.  In  tho 
soleotion  of  officers  1  should  want  to  bo  especially  consulted,  so  ns  to  insure 
tho  honor,  probity  and  personal  habits  of  .such  ollicors.  Further  than  this  I 
have  no  choice. 

If  this  moots  your  approbation  promptly  say  so  to  Genornl  Oninoron, 
ancl  let  him  sot  mo  to  work.  Very  truly  yours, 

John  Sherman. 

About  the  samo  time  I  had  arranged  with  Governor  Denni¬ 
son  for  a  plan  of  enlistment  which  enabled  tho  roernits  to 
select  their  ollicors,  by  allowing  persons  securing  a  cortain 
rmmbor  of  recruits  to  he  captains,  a  less  numbor  first*  nonten¬ 
ants,  and  a  loss  number  second  lientommts.  Tho  governor  vovy 
kindly  agreed  that  he  would  commission  tho  persons  solootod 
in  this  way,  leaving  tho  regimental  organization  to  bo  com¬ 
posed  of  tho  best  material  that  could  be  found  anywhoro.  On 
the  28th  of  September  I  issued  and  distributed,  mainly  in  the 


region  near  Hie  line  of  tho  Pittsburg,  Fort  Wayne  &  Chicago 
railroad,  this  circular: 

“TO  THE  YOTJNG  MEN  OF  OHIO. 

“I  jim  authorized  by  tlm  governor  of  Ohio  In  raiao  tit  unco  two  rc'gi- 
nlonts  of  infantry  and  a  battery  of  nrtillory,  "ml  n  squadroii  of  cavalry. 

“I  am  also  authorized  to  recommend  one  lieutenant  for  each  company, 
who  shall  at  oneo  reeoivo  thoir  commission  and  bo  furnished  with  proper 
facilities  for  enlisting.  I  am  now  ready  to  receive  applications  for  such 
appointments,  accompanied  with  evidence  of  good  habits  and  churaotev,  tho 
ago  of  applicant,  and  his  fitness  and  ability  to  recruit  a  company. 

“Major  Wm,  MuLuugUUu  will  command  tlm  squadron  of  cavalvy. 

“Tho  company  officers  will  bn  designated  by  tho  soldiers  of  each  com¬ 
pany,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  governor. 

“Tho  field  officers  are  not  yet  designated,  but  shall  be  men  of  expe¬ 
rience,  and,  if  possible,  of  military  education. 

“Tho  soldiors  shall  havo,  without  diminution,  till  they  are  entitled  to  by 

law. 

“Dnngor  is  imminent.  Promptness  is  indispensable.  Lot  tho  people 
of  Ohio  now  repay  the  debt  which  their  fathers  incurred  to  the  gullnnt  poo- 
plo  of  Kentucky  for  tho  defense  of  Ohio  against  the  British  and  Indians, 
They  now  appeal  to  us  for  help  against  an  invasion  more  unjustifiable  and 
barbarous. 

“Letters  can  bo  addressed  to  mo,  marked  “Froe,”  ut  Mansfield,  Ohio. 

John  S1111UMA.K,” 

Mansuiuui,  Ohio,  September  28,  J8GI. 

The  matter  thus  vested  until  aftor  the  election  on  tho  Oth  of 
October,  when  squads  ntpidly  forcnod  into  companies,  and  with¬ 
in  twenty  days  Camp  Buckingham  was  opened  near  Mansfield. 

In  tlie  performance  of  this  self-imposed  duty,  I  encountered 
but  one  difficulty,  and  at  one  time  a  very  serious  one,  the 
selection  of  regimental  officers,  and  especially  of  commanders 
of  rogimonts.  T  knew  that  military  warfare  was  an  art,  a  trade, 
an  occupation,  whero  education,  experience  and  preparation 
are  absolutely  essential  to  effective  service.  The  materials  for 
soldier's  abound  everywhere,  but  without  discipline,  order, 
obedience,  and  severe  drilling  men  are  not  soldiers.  It.  was  my 
desire  to  secure  for  tho  commanders  of  regiments  two  gradu¬ 
ates  of  West  Point.  I  made  application  directly  to  Washington 
for  various  details  of  officers  of  the  regular  army,  so  that  the 
soldiers  in  Camp  Buckingham  might  havo  experienced  drill 
masters  from  the  beginning.  I  failed  to  receive  an  answer, 


and  went  to  Washington,  earnestly  impressed  with  the  impor¬ 
tance  oi  my  mission,  and  determined,  if  possible,  that  these 
men  enlisted  by  me  should  not  ho  placed  in  tho  front  of  the 
enemy  until  they  had  had  all  the  benefit  they  could  derive 
from  military  discipline  and  drilling.  When  I  arrived  I  found 
that  Secretary  Cameron  was  indisposed  to  interfere  with  the 
purely  military  details  of  the  army,  while  General  Scott,  a 
brave  old  soldier  whom  1  always  loved  ami  admired,  was  firmly 
of  tho  opinion  that  the  favorable  result  of  the  war  depomlcd 
upon  strengthening  the  regular  army,  maintaining  its  force 
and  discipline,  and  especially  retaining  U,s  valuable  olliocrs. 
Tho  regular  army,  almost,  disbanded  at  the  hoginning  of  the  war, 
was  gradually  filling  up  upon  the  basis  of  a  new  organization 
and  long  enlistments,  but  it  was  idle,  it  seemed  to  me,  to  oxpect 
that  the  young  men  of  the  country  would  enlist  in  the  regular 
service.  While  ready  to  rospond  to  the  call  of  their  country 
in  its  actual  peril,  they  had  no  purpose  to  become  regular  sol¬ 
diers  for  life.  It  appeared  to  me,  therefore,  that  tho  manifest 
policy  of  tire  government  should  bo  to  allow  the  regular  army 
to  be  gradually  absorbed  into  tlio  volunteer  service,  whore  the 
young  officers  educated  at  tho  oxponse  of  tho  government 
might  impart  instruction  to  rogimonts  and  brigades,  instead  of 
to  squads  aud  companies.  I  spoko  to  General  Scott  about  this, 
and  the  result  of  my  interview  was  very  unpleasant.  I  fear  we 
both  lost  our  temper,  though  I  never  ceased  to  rospect  tho  old 
general  for  the  great  service  he  had  rendered  his  country;  hut 
his  day  was  past. 

After  consulting  Major  Garesche,  Assistant  Adjutant  Gonoral, 
as  to  the  namos  of  officers,  I  tlion  applied  to  tho  President,  ex¬ 
plained  to  him  fully  the  situation  of  affairs,  my  promise,  the 
gathering  of  the  soldiers  in  Camp  Buckingham,  their  inexpe¬ 
rience,  and  want  of  drill  masters,  their  ardent  patriotism,  stated 
my  interview  with  Qeuoral  Scott,  and  appealed  to  him  to  help 
mo  out  of  tho  dilemma. 

I  nover  shall  forget  the  interview  with  Mr.  Lincoln,  for  ho 
did  not  hesitate,  but  sont  for  Major  Garesche,  and  gave  me  the 
coveted  order  before  I  left  him,  directing  tho  Secretary  of  War 
to  detail  two  second  lieutenants,  James  William  Forsyth,  of 
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Ohio,  and  Charles  Garrison  Hurkor,  of  Now  Jersey,  and  Sergeants 
Bradley  and  Sweet,  of  tlio  regular  army,  for  service  in  the  Ohio 
Volunteers,  under  my  direction.  This  ordor  was  the  key  that 
unlocked  tho  difficulty  and  gave  to  the  force  the  elemouts  of 
military  discipline.  At  the  same  time  the  requisite  orders 
were  given  for  uniforms,  arms  of  the  best  pattern,  cannon, 
horses  and  various  equipments. 

I  then  procured  the  detail  of  Major  Robert  S.  Granger, 
of  the  United  States  army,  to  command  the  camp  and  to  or¬ 
ganize  tho  force.  He  had  graduated  as  a  cadet  from  Ohio, 
was  ono  of  the  officers  of  the  regular  army  surrendered  by 
General  Twiggs  to  the  State  of  Texas  before  the  beginning  of 
the  war,  and  had  given  his  parole  not  to  serve  in  the  army 
until  exchanged.  Though  this  was  not  held  to  apply  to  the 
onlistment  of  volunteers  he  so  construed  lus  parole  as  to  pro- 
vont  him  from  serving  in  his  regiment  until  duly  exchanged. 
When  this  was  done  he  entered  the  service  and  was  rapidly 
promoted  to  Major  Gonoral  of  Volunteers, 

Within  sixty  days  2,.!M0  young  men  of  Ohio  were  formed 
into  flic  G4t.li  and  Goth  regiments,  the  Gtb  battery  of  artillery, 
and  McLaughlin's  squadron  of  cavalry,  armed  with  the  best 
arms  then  in  the  service,  uniformed,  equipped  and  partly 
drilled  as  soldiers,  ready  to  march,  and  actually  marching, 
to  the  seat  of  war.  No  bettor  material  for  soldiors,  and  no 
better  soldiers  in  fact,  ever  enlisted  in  any  cause  or  any  service. 

1  insert  a  letter  from  General  Garfield  written  when  he  was 
in  command  of  this  hrigndo : 

HEADQUARTERS,  20tH  BRIGADE,  ) 

In  the  Kikmi,  0  Mii.es  from  Corinth,  Miss.,  May  17,  1802.  j 
Hon.  John  Shrruan,  Washington,  jD.  C. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  I  rim  now  in  command  of  tho  20lh  Brigade,  composed  of 
tile  04th  and  05th  Ohio  (tho  regiinollls  raised  by  yourself)  and  the  18th 
Michigan  and  51st  Indiana  Regiments.  I  hnvo  sout  forward  to  Washington 
the  name  of  Lt.  D,  G.  Swain  (05th  Ohio)  of  Salom,  0.,  for  appointment  as 
A.  A.  Gen.  on  my  stuff.  He  is  an  oxoelleilt  oflioor,  and  his  nomination  lias 
been  approved  by  Gen.  Buell.  I  will  bo  part.ioularly  obliged  to  you  if  you 
will  aid  in  securing  his  appointment  as  soon  ns  possiblo.  Tho  whole  army 
advances  toward  Coruilh  this  morning. 

Very  respectfully  yours,  ,1.  A.  Garfihij), 

Brig.  Gon.  Vols,,  U.  S.  A. 
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When  General  Sherman  was  in  Louisville  in  October,  18(51, 
ho  was  called  upon  by  Secretary  Cameron,  and  they  engaged 
in  a  general  discussion  of  the  military  situation.  General 
Sherman  said  that  for  aggressive  movements,  the  United  States 
would  require  200,000  nion.  This  was  so  far  beyond  the  ideas 
of  the  time  that  ho  was  regarded  as  crazy,  and  was  soon  after 
relievod  from  his  command  by  General  Buell.  Socretary  Cam¬ 
eron  was  blamed  for  this,  but  his  letter  to  me,  here  inserted, 
shows  that  lie  was  absent  from  Washington  when  the  order 
was  made : 

Wau  Dm'Ainwi i;nt,  November  14,  1801. 

Silt:  —  Your  loiter  of  the  10th  inst.  is  received.  General  Sherman 
was  recalled  from  the  command  in  Kentucky  during  iny  absence  at  the 
north  on  official  business.  Since  my  return  on  the  llth,  1  have  not  had 
time  to  make  any  inquiries  concerning  the  cause  of  the  change,  but  1  feel 
certain  it  was  not  from  any  want  of  confidence  in  tho  patriotism  or  capacity 
of  your  brother.  lie  has  been  ordered  to  Missouri,  under  tho  immediate 
command  of  Major  General  Ilallock,  of  tho  regular  army,  and  the  faot  that 
he  1ms  been  so  assigned  is  evidence  of  the  confidence  roposod  in  him. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Simon  Camkjion,  Secretary  of  War. 


CHAPTER  XTI. 

Passage  ok  the  Leoai,  'J'exdek  Aot  in  18G2. 

My  Interview  with  Lincoln  About  Oiiio  Appointments  —  Governmental  LsponsoB 
Mow  Aggregating  Nearly  §2,000,000  Daily— Secretary  ChuHo’n  Annual  Report, 
to  Congress  la  December,  18GI  —  Tremmry  Notes  a  Legal  Tender  in  Ray. 
went  of  Public  and  Private  Drills  —  Heimlleinl  Results  from  the  Pas¬ 
sage  of  the  Hill— Tim  War  Not  a  Question  of  Men  bat  of  Money- 
Proposed  Organization  of  National  7innka —  Rank  Hills  Not 
Taxed  — Local  Hanks  and  Thoir  Absorption  by  tbe  Govern¬ 
ment  —  Tbo  1802  Issue  of  §lo0, 000,000  in  “  (Green¬ 
backs  ”— Legal  Tender  Act  a  Turning  Point  in 
Our  Financial  History  —  Compensation 
of  0 Hirers  „f  tbo  (lovernnumt, 

A  ROUT  this  time  I  hail  an  interview  with  Mr.  Lincoln 
which  may  be  of  interest.  In  making  the  local  ap¬ 
pointments  in  Ohio  lie  was  naturally  governed  largely 
by  his  strong  allinities  for  old  Whig  associates  in  Con¬ 
gress,  of  une  uf  whom,  General  Schonck,  he  was  especially  fond. 
1  thought  some  of  his  appointments  in  Ohio  were  not  judicious, 
and  concluded  I  would  go  to  him  and  mako  a  genoral  com¬ 
plaint  of  the  distribution  of  these  oflir.es,  I  felt  that  he  failed  to 
considei  the  fact  that  tho  Republican  party  contained  many  men 
who  had  not  belonged  to  the  Whig  party.  I  requested  an  inter¬ 
view  with  him  which  was  promptly  granted,  and  called  at  his 
office  one  evening.  He  was  seated  in  an  oasy  chair  and  seemed 
to  be  in  excellent  humor.  I  proceeded  to  complain  of  somo  of 
his  appointments  in  Ohio  and  as  T  progressed  tho  expression  of 
his  face  gradually  changed  to  one  of  oxtreme  sadness,  lie  did 
not  say  a  word,  blit  sank  in  his  chair,  placing  his  feet  upon  tho 
table,  and  looking,  as  I  thought,  the  picture  of  despair.  I  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  my  complaint  until  I  began  mentally  to  reproach 
myself  for  bothering  the  President  of  tho  United  States  with 
so  unimportant  a  matter  as  tho  choice  of  persons  to  fill  local 
°filCUB "as?1"0’ " 1,611  th°  C0l,ntry  wils  in  tlle  tllrou3  of  revolution. 


Finally  I  told  him  I  felt  ashamed  to  disturb  him  with  such  mat¬ 
ters  and  would  not  bother  him  again  with  them.  I  lis  face  bright¬ 
ened,  ho  sat  up  in  his  chair  and  his  whole  manner  changed,  until 
finally  he  almost,  embraced  me.  He  then  told  me  many  interest¬ 
ing  stories  of  his  short  service  in  Congress  and  of  the  men  with 
whom  ho  was  brought  in  contact.  The  close  of  the  interview 
was  very  pleasant  and  I  kept,  my  prumi.se  to  him  about  his 
appointments. 

When  Congress  convened  on  the  2nd  of  December,  1S(>1, 
the  financial  condition  of  the  government  was  more  alarming 
than  at  any  other  period  during  the  war. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  ample  and  complete  au¬ 
thority,  given  him  by  the  act  of  duly,  IHtil,  to  borrow  money 
oil  the  credit,  of  the  government,  lmt  he  could  not  deal  with  the 
system  of  state  bunks  then  existing  in  the  several  states,  lie 
was  forbidden,  by  tho  sub-treasury  act  of  1S40,  to  receive  notes 
of  state  banks  and  was  required  to  receive  into  and  pay  from 
the  treasury  only  tho  coin  of  the  United  States  ;  but  by  the 
act  of  August  5,  1801,  be  was  permitted  to  deposit  to  the  credit 
of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  in  such  solvent  specie- 
paying  banks,  ns  ho  might  select,  any  of  the  moneys  obtained 
from  loans,  tho  moneys  thus  deposited  to  be  withdrawn  only 
for  transfer  to  the  regularly  authorized  depositaries,  or  for  the 
payment  of  public  dues,  including  certain  notes  payable  on 
demand,  as  lie  might  deem  expedient.  He  lead,  however,  no 
authority  to  receive  from  individuals  or  bunks  any  money 


but  coin. 

The  coin  received  from  the  Boston,  New  Uork,  and  Phila¬ 
delphia  banks,  in  payment  of  their  subscriptions  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  loans,  to  the  amount  of  nearly  $150,000,00(1,  had  to  be 
sent  to  every  point,  in  tho  United  States  to  meet,  public  obliga¬ 
tions,  and,  when  thus  scattered,  was  not  readily  returned  to 
the  banks,  tluis  exhausting  their  resources  and  their  ability  to 


loan  again.  „„ 

The  demand  notes,  authorized  by  the  act  of  July  17,  lhl.1, 
wore  also  paid  out  by  the  treasury;  but  from  time  to  time 
wore  presented  for  redemption  in  coin  or  in  payment  of  cus¬ 
toms  duties  to  the  exclusion  of  coin,  and  Mins  both  tho  banks 


and  the  government  wore  greatly  crippled,  the  hanks  suspend¬ 
ing  specie  payments  on  the  30th  day  of  Docember,  1861. 

At  this  t.imo  an  army  of  600,000  Union  soldiers  was  in  the 
field,  and  a  powerful  navy,  with  vast  stores  of  artillery  and 
ammunition,  liad  been  created.  In  providing  for  their  suste¬ 
nance,  comfort  and  equipment  the  government  had  been 
obliged  (o  incur  expenses  far  exceeding  in  magnitude  any 
which  had  boon  liithorto  known  in  its  history,  aggregating 
nearly  82,000,000  per  clay. 

It  was  apparent  that  a  radical  chaiigo  in  existing  laws 
relating  to  our  currency  must  be  made,  or  the  govern¬ 
ment  would  practically  bo  unable  to  make  the  current  dis¬ 
bursements  un  account  of  the  war,  and  the  destruction  of 
the  Union  would  bo  unavoidable,  notwithstanding  the  im¬ 
mense  resources  of  the  country  which  had  thon  hardly  boon 
touched. 

The  annual  report  of  Secretary  Chase  reached  Congress  on 
the  10th  of  December,  having  boon  delayed  by  the  press  of 
business,  irlo  much  of  it  as  related  to  the  currency  was  Hie 
basis  of  the  long  debates  that  followed.  The  circulation  of 
tlio  banks  of  the  United  States  on  the  1st  of  January,  1861, 
was  reported  at  $202,000,767.  01  this  $152,000,000,  in  round 
numbers,  was  in  the  loyal  statos,  including  West  Virginia,  and 
$60,000,000  in  tile  robol  statos,  the  whole  constituting  a  loan 
without  interest  from  tho  people  to  the  banks,  costing  the  lat- 
tor  only  tho  expense  of  issuo  and  redemption  and  the  interest 
on  tlio  specie  kept  on  hand  for  tho  latter  purpose.  The  secre¬ 
tary  called  especial  attention  to  tho  organization  and  nature  of 
these  banks,  and  questioned  whether  a  currency  of  banks  is¬ 
sued  by  local  institutions  under  state  laws  was  not  in  fact  pro¬ 
hibited  by  the  national  constitution.  He  said: 

“Suoli  emissions  certainly  fall  within  tho  spirit,  if  not  within  the  letter, 
of  tlio  constitutional  prohibition  of  tlio  omission  of  1  bills  of  orcdil '  by  tho 
states,  and  of  tho  making  by  thorn  of  anything  excopt  gold  and  silvor  coin 
a  legal  louder  in  payment  of  debts.  Ilowovor  this  may  ho,  it  is  too  dear 
to  bo  reasonably  ciisputocl  that  Congress,  undor  ils  constitutional  powers  lo 
lay  taxes,  to  regulate  coimnoreo,  and  to  regulate  tho  valuo  of  coin,  possesses 
ample  authority  to  control  the  credit  circulation  which  entors  so  largoly  into 


the  transaction  of  eonmioi-co,  and  affects  in  so  many  ways  the  valuo  of  coin. 
In  the  judgment  of  the  secretary,  the  tiiuo  1ms  arrived  when  Congress 
should  exorcise  this  authority." 

Ho  described  with  groat  force  the  weakness  of  tho  state 
banking  system,  and  the  repeated  losses  by  the  people  of  tho 
United  States  on  account  of  tlio  failure  of  such  banks,  lie 
recommended  two  plans  by  cither  of  which  he  held  that  these 
banks  might  be  absorbed,  and  a  national  currency  ire  substi¬ 
tuted  in  tho  place  of  thoir  issues.  One  plan  proposed  the  grad¬ 
ual  withdrawal  from  circulation  of  tho  notes  of  privato  corpo¬ 
rations,  and  the  issuo  iu  thoir  stead  of  United  States  notes, 
payablo  in  coin  on  demand,  in  amounts  snllicient  for  tho  useful 
ends  of  a  representative  currency.  The  otlior  proposed  a  sys¬ 
tem  of  national  banks  authorized  to  issue  notes  for  circulation 
under  national  direction,  to  ho  secured  ns  to  prompt,  converti¬ 
bility  into  coin  by  the  pledge  of  the  United  States  bonds  and 
other  needful  regulations.  Ilo  discussed  these  two  plans  at 
longth,  but.  concluded  by  recommending  a  system  of  national 
banks,  the  advantages  of  which  would  bo  uniformity  in  cur¬ 
rency,  uniformity  in  security,  an  effectual  safeguard  against 
depreciation,  and  protection  from  losses  from  discounts  and  ox- 
chnngos.  lfo  expressed  tho  opinion  that  such  notes  would  givo 
to  tlie  government  tho  further  advantage  of  a  largo  demand 
for  government  securities,  of  increased  facilities  for  obtaining 
tho  loans  required  for  the  war,  a  reduction  of  interest,  and  a 
participation  by  tho  government  in  the  profit,  of  circulation 
without,  risking  tho  perils  of  a  groat  money  monopoly.  Tt,  will 
be  noticed  that,  tho  secretary  nowhere  suggested  tho  suspension 
of  coin  payments,  or  making  tho  notes  a  logal  tender  in  pay- 
mout  of  public  and  private  debts,  or  tho  redemption  iu  coin  of 
tho  bank  notes  to  be  issued. 

These  recommendations  wero  reform!  to  the  committee  of 
ways  and  moans  of  the  House,  and  by  it  to  a  sub-committee, 
of  which  Elbridge  G.  Spaulding,  of  Now  York,  was  chairman. 
Undoubtedly  we  owe  to  him,  movo  than  to  any  otlior  individual 
Member,  the  important  and  radical  changes  made  iu  our  cur¬ 
rency  system  by  tho  act  reported  by  him  to  tho  House  and 
amended  iu  the  Sonato.  Mr.  Spaulding  perceived  theobjoctiou 
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to  the  recommendations  of  Secretary  Chase  that  they  did  not 
provide  for  any  payments  but  in  coin,  or  call  for  a  suitable 
provision  that  the  notes  when  issued  should  bo  a  legal  tender 
for  public  and  private  debts,  or  for  their  reissuo  in  case  of  pay¬ 
ment,  nor  did  they  provide  for  the  absorption  of  the  demand 
notes  outstanding,  which  were,  on  their  face,  payable  on  de¬ 
mand,  an  obligation  that  could  not  be  ignored  without,  severely 
impairing  the  public  credit.  It  was  also  apparent  that  the  sys¬ 
tem  of  national  banks  proposed  by  the  secretary  could  not  bo 
oiganized  and  put  in  effective  force  for  a  year  or  move,  and 
that  in  the  meantime  tho  stato  banks  would  be  in  a  condition 
of  suspension,  without  coin  or  the  possibility  of  obtaining  it, 
and,  with  no  effective  money  which  tho  people  were  hound  to 
receive,  or  which  tho  government  could  receive,  it  would  have 
been  difficult,  to  carry  on  tho  operations  of  the  war. 

The  first,  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Spaulding,  on  the  30th  of 
December,  mot,  some  of  those  dilliculties.  It,  provided  for  Hie 
issue  of  $50,000,000  treasury  notes,  payable  on  demand,  the 
notes  to  be  receivable  for  all  debts  and  demands  due  to  or  by 
the  United  States,  to  bo  a  legal  tender  in  payment  of  all  debts, 
public  or  private,  within  the  United  States,  and  exchangeable 
at  their  face  valuo,  tho  same  as  coin,  at  the  treasury  of  tho 
United  Statos,  and  the  offices  of  the  assistant  treasurers  in 
New  York,  Boston,  Philadelphia,  St.  Louis,  and  Cincinnati,  for 
any  of  tho  coupon  or  registered  bonds  which  tho  secretary 
was  authorized  to  issno.  It  also  contained  this  provision: 
“  Such  treasury  notes  may  bo  reissued  from  time  to  lime  as 
the  exigencies  of  the  public  service  may  require,”  tho  first  au¬ 
thority  ever  given  for  the  reissue  of  treasury  notos  after  re¬ 
demption. 

Oil  the  7th  of  January,  1802,  Mr.  Spaulding  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  with  some  important  changes,  and  it  soon  became 
the  subject  of  a  long  and  interesting  debate.  On  tho  22nd  of 
January,  Secretary  Chase  returned  Mr.  Spaulding’s  bill  to  him 
and  suggestod  some  modifications,  referring  to  the  legal  tender 
clause  as  follows,  being  his  first  reference  to  that  clause: 

“Rogrotting  exceedingly  thut  it  is  found  necessary  to  resort  io  tho 
measure  of  malting  fundable  notes  of  the  United  States  u  legal  tomlor,  but 
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|(,  will  111  11.1  111'  111'iri'ivi'il  Hull.  wlmli'M'i-  Iim.v  Imvii  boon  ^ 
iMinifil  ul  i i ii 1 1 1 1  M-ni|i]i's  nr  iScch-Inry  1‘lm-i'  i»  rfsprol,  lo  ^ 
li-Kiil  li'H'liT  ('In u>i Iu> y  ii-bli-il  In  il  iiinlni- 1 lm  |Hr.-Mirn  of 
illy,  mill  i,x|iit.'"-i'i1  on  iliMinil  rrmn  il  mil kl,  m  nliii'f  j ust.ifo, 

[ i|)i  11  i 1 11 1  wns  ili'livrrril  ill  llm  rin  t*  nl  I li'plnn  n  lii’iswokl^  ^ 

( ],,1  Su | M('i in'  ChiiH  of  I  In*  l  nilod  Nlalfs. 

Tim  lull,  in  im*1i  jut  nl  i  ( ii'il  III. IN  I  lit-  original,  i*u*-<--*’ii  I  ho  .1  U>  |1; 
of  |{i,(ii,i’St'iil nl ivcs  Ii v  lln>  tirriilrtl  \  nlr  of  \  m  <  U'l,  iinys  nl).  A  ^ 
jmssril  llm  IIiiiih'  i!  fiuiluiimd  uidhmih  I u  m-im.  mi  lho(‘i\>(-j 
of  | lie  1 !  nil cil  Sliili-n,  I'mlrd  SI  airs  null--  In  llm  miiounh  , 
§1^(1,111  Hi, IK  Hi,  unt  In-miiu'  iiih*ri'‘-l,  i  m>  ul  il»*  In  Iminer  at 
hrfisiiry  <d  llm  I'nili'd  Sliilfs.nl  Wu-liinphui  ur  Nnw  "Ye>|. 
II*  pvovUU'd  llml  $,*iUiIHI|1(uihi  uf  said  !hiIi->  should  lu>  in  lion  , 
llm  doinmid  I  rciiMiny  null's  iiiillinii/ril  h\  llm  iml  ciT  July  | 

I  Hill,  ii  ml  1 1ml.  hi  id  dtuiimid  unt  i*m  sin  mid  Im  lutm  up  us  mpi  (p 
ns  pnirl  iriilih1.  Il  prov  idnl  llml  I  In’ I  ifir-in  \  imlos should  | 
ivri'ivnldn  ill  pay  ii  mid  nf  nil  In  \r*s,  dill  if  *.  i  in|'*  *i  I  r\r  iso,  (led) 
ii i id  (Ifiiinnds  < if  all  hinds  din*  1 1 1  Hi.'  I  mlfd  Slid  ns,  and  n 
ilolils  and  drsumids  ouiiiy  h\  llm  1  mlisl  Stuli-s  In  ilidivii 
intis,  rni  jinrn I  inns  and  iissnriul iuim  willun  llm  1  Hid'd  >Slnd;o 
mid  slinidd  hi>  In ny till  iiinimv  ntnl  u  l.'pnl  h-mlfi,  in  puyimmL  ■ 
nil  di'lils,  piihlir  in  id  jiriwdn,  w  illdn  I  In-  l*n  il  Stairs. 

This  hill  ninm  hi  llm  Sfmiln  «m  llmi'lliul  l*'id irmiry. 
was  follow  ad  on  llm  sitnm  day  l>\  a  toll  it  fioiu  Sirndiiry  ('ll  to 
In  Mt'.  Kossfinlrii,  us  follows; 
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Wim«U.  Unlil  llml  hill  sliull  li'n-iM-  llu*  thud  n*Ti«*u  «-f  ( itnom 
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I  Ininl,  nu-i-l  jmir  n|<]ir<ivul  and  llml  nf  1  liuim-lmii-  lu-iiiin  on  i  1 

itxrin-ilinuly  ili-windiM. 

'I'lm  rnijni'sl,  for  nnlhui'ily  In  isniiu  $|u,ihm»(ihhi  udditic)J,: 
dniiiuud  iinlos  was  imiuodiaU'ly  ^midi'd,  ntnl  llm  hill  wns 
wiUiuut  npjiiisifuui. 

M’lui  r.iirroiicy  lull  wits  niiiNidi’ivd  in  llm  rniinnilli'tMm 
of  llm  SoiiiUo,  mid  four  iiuporlmd  mid  nulintl  anumdinOJ1 


wore  reported  by  that  committee.  Theso  amendments  wore  as 
follows : 

first,—1 That,  the  legal  tender  notes  should  bo  receivable  for 
all  claims  and  demands  against  the  United  States,  of  every  hind 
whatsoever,  “  rxrept  for  intern!  on  bond n  and  notes,  which  shall  bn 
paid  in  coin.” 

Second — That  the  secretary  might  dispose  of  United  States 
bonds,  “  at  the  market  value  thereof,  for  coin  or  treasury  notes.” 

Third— A  new  section  authorizing  deposits  in  the  sub-treas¬ 
uries  at  five  per  cent.,  for  not  loss  than  thirty  days,  to  the  amount 
of  §25,000,000,  for  which  certificates  ot  deposit  might  be  issued. 

fourth— An  additional  section,  No.  5,  “  that  all  duties  on 
imported  goods  and  proceeds  of  the  salo  of  public  lands,”  etc., 
should  be  set  apart  to  pay  coin  interest  on  the  debt  of  the 
United  Slates  ;  and  one  por  cent,  for  a  sinking  fund,  etc. 

It  was  folt  that  if  no  provision  was  made  for  the  payment 
of  the  interest  oil  the  bonds  in  coin,  they  would  depreciate 
more  and  more,  whilo  such  paymont  would  toml,  as  it 
did,  to  maintain  them  nearer  to  the  specie  standard.  Tu 
order  to  obtain  coin  fur  the  payment  of  interest,  provision 
was  made  that,  all  duties  on  imported  goods,  and  the  proceods 
of  the  salo  of  public  lauds,  should  bo  payable  in  coin  and  besot 
apart  to  pay  coin  interest  on  the  debt  of  the  United  States,  and 
one  por  cent,  for  a  sinking  fund  to  provide  for  ultimate  redemp¬ 
tion  of  tho  bonds.  Theso  amendments  were  considered  of 
prime  importance.  It  was  folt  that  tho  duty  on  imported 
goods  should  not  he  lessened  by  any  depreciation  of  onr  local 
currency.  Such  importations  wore  bused  upon  coin  values,  and 
the  tax  levied  upon  them  was  properly  required  to  bo  paid  in 
coin.  This  security  of  coin  payment  enabled  tho  government 
to  sell  tho  bonds  at  a  far  higher  rato  than  they  would  lui.vo 
commanded  without  it,  and  tended  also  to  limit  tho  deprecia¬ 
tion  of  Unitod  States  notes.  The  bill  and  amendments  wore 
reported  on  tho  12t,h,  and  beciimo  tho  subject  of  what  was 
regarded  as  a  very  able  debate. 

There  was  decided  opposition  in  tho  Senate  to  tho  legal  ton- 
dor  clanso,  headed  by  Mr.  lfessendon.  Mr.  Collamor,  who  also 
was  opposed  to  it,  made  a  motion  to  strike  it  out.  Upon  that 
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mibjocl.  f  imtrio  my  lirnl-  li’ii^lliy  spi'i'rli  in  I  In1  Si'imlt',  it  fnw 
on ( 1’iic‘t h  from  \v)ii«’h  1  iiiscrl- : 

••Tin.  inutiim  ..r  dm  SmiuImi-  fiom  Ve . it  m-"  f“>  dm  »>-i  <i .  P<" 

umits  id  tlm  Sunnlo  l!n'  duly  ipue-tum  up.m  u  liieh  l In-  . . Hum  "f  tlm  .•..in 

luitti'e  nf  llimnci’  Jmd  unr  unit  pi  ml  1 1  i «>f  t<|»lni'*ri.  uu- 1  llmt  i--,  "  lii*ll»i,r 

lln<  nulr.H  |.rn\  i.|(ul  fur  in  thin  l.ill  ..hull  I . union  I'Ul.tl  Ii'iiili  r  iii  pa V  HH-iil 

uf  I  ill  I  ilic  mill  piiwile  il.‘l»K  lJ|«MU  the.  p"»nl  1  ''ill  «*•  lid-  ii  i  jmi 

ini'ii!  wliem  (Iip  S’unt.u'  fi .  Miiim*  left  i(. 

»  lu  dm  llmt  plnre,  1  will  kii\.  i'UTV  df  liimit.  iul  .'pinn'ii  if  lUl  I" 

n  1'nriTrl  i.v|ii'p^iinii  in  thin  i ‘iiiii it i  \  Unit  IIipip  i*.  ^urli  n  n»v."  'ii\ ,  in 

I'llSP  Wl‘lllllllUli/1'  I  lit.  ih-tin-  Ilf  iIpIIIIIIuI  IImIi”..  \  1.11  . . llll'Ml'P  "itll  til.*  Nvip- 

lurV  uf  dm  Tivnsinw,  wlin  lum  (.fiM’ii  dm  Mil»ji‘.-1  tin*  m.-M  umple  vdimnlpr.i 

lidii.  I  In  cIpi'Iiuph,  uu!  mily  in  l»N  i.lliiMdl  . . nmieulidU"  Ima-.  hut  m  In*. 

private  iii|pivdiii-.pH  with  tin*  liietnliei'*.  nf  1 1 1 •»  e.'iunuitee.  llml  tin-.  eliup.e  n 

illilinJil'IlHillllv  IIIM'I'K'.III'V  Id  till'  hPt'lililV  Idl'l  llPjd.t  Iill.illt  S  df  ilirlp  iIpIIIhImI 

ridli’H.  Wn  III!  KiidW  fidin  liii  niitpivileiiK  rioni  lim  |..,*  nlmi  •  *| .iitn ■n*-..  llmt 
lin  svmtlil  |.viilmlilv  lm  tin*  hml  limn  mmon*  dm  leiulmp  pehu.-mim  ‘<f  .mi 
(Vinntrv  Id  i  il'I'l  Id  tin*  Hit. . ily  of  Mile>lihihnd  p.ip.-i  iip'Iip'  fdi  tdiu.  Up 

has  i«\iiiiihii‘il  dim  i|U.v>!t.>n  in  nil  it-.  I.nii'tli  mu  I  I  I  Ip  i*.  m  u  |id»iii>.n 

wIutp  lip  f.-pln  (l.p  ni'i'.T'.il  v.  I  Ip  i'<  ii  Miil.-miaii  of  a>  I  in i  1  * i ••  l  nliilil\ ,  mu  I  ill1' 

liM^niHliPil  in  his  liipli  |  iip.it  inn.  fin  iiif.n  in*,  in.  that.  n  it  In  >ii»  tins  pIuiim’.  !•* 
llUlMllpI  Id  i'iriMllull’  ll*>  llldll.'V  till'  pt..|l>iT>l  UlUMlint  of  .1. •mini. I  Udtr*,  df  I  III* 
1  Iiiiti'il  Staten,  u ill  pimp  n  r.il.il  i'i |*pi iniPiil. 

"In  il.l.lilldli  Id  lii'i  i.|iiiiii>n,  Up  Iiiiip  llip  i'i  ’I  i . ’d  1 1  i  1 1  J.r  djiinidii  uf  (In' 
( 'liiunl.pr  nf  < 'oniinpr.  ii  of  tin.  pit  v  "f  Npw  VmiI*,  With  nliHd»t  i'Iiiiip  utm 
liiinilt*  C liny  lin'd  |mv''p.l  ii  ipM.lniinii  i<n  tit.,  hnlijpi-t.  after  full  ilelmt.*  m..l 
I'diiNiildiulidn.  M'lmt  r.^dlnliun  Imp.  I.ppii  ipm.I  I ■  s  \>>nr  hprrel.ii  v .  \‘««il  lin'd 

also  tlm  it|iiuidii  uf  I  lm  c'.inmiiipp  i.f  [.nliliu  anfeiv  «.f  dm  ntv  i.f  N'.-w  Yurli, 
i*i >)i 1 1 a >si *( I  uf  iliHtiii^nihlii-ii  p. Mill. •m. -ii,  iii'iirlv  nil  df  wIipih  nr.,  gd.nl  (limn 
uiurHi  wlm  n^rui.  fnllv  in  tin*  a.wue  i <[<i ni> <it.  1  nni\  v  tin*  hhiih  in  regard 

111  till'  ( 'lm  III  hern  df  { 'minin' i.e  df  |I|P  I  II  \  df  UnM.iii,  df  |  lid  eit  \  nf  1  'hiliolel- 
pliiu,  ini'l  nf  nlnidhl  p\ pi  v  i.,i'di'in/.,.l  organ  uf  llnniii'iiil  d|.ininn  in  tlii-. 
Ciinntl'y.  'I'ltt'V  Iiii'p  anil  I  In  ip.,  in  tlm  iiu.m  ►..Ipiiih  f..iin.  llmt  (lm  iiipIi-.iiip 
WitH  llitlihj ii'iiNil il v  ni'fi,-'"iir v  Id  niniiilnin  tin*  pt.-.lit  .-f  iln«  /d.'piimi.-iit,  mi.l 

In  lu'p|i  llii*st'  not ph  um "lipr..  nr.ir  pur.  In  . . . .  Imi  .•  ll..-  .l.  lil. 

jlld^llliMit.  mill  Vdtd  of  (lid  l|iui>.p  i.f  ll.-pi. . . . t  i '  ;\rip|- |i  full  . 

in  wliii-lt  (lm  f« 'iislii nt iiom I ity.  dippiliptn  v  nn.i  n.-.r  ii\  i.f  this  ni.'.i-.ni.' 
With  iHmpiihmi.iI,  in  wlni'li  nil  tlm  nlijpulidip.  di.it  Iuhp  I  ...ii  nm-lp  li.i un.| 

many  morp,  w.-rii  ur^.-il,  (lm  lli.uip  i.f  hppt . . . t ■ ' I,\  n  l.nj... 

iWUuvil  Unit  it  wuh  (»>  Ikmu.  l-niti-.i  Slut.".  inUf.,  nn.i  iH.it  dip. 

olnumi  wim  iuiliuppiiHiililii  in  (lidir  iiPidttinii.nl  nil. I  rip.lit. 

"A  Inii.l  ni’.'i’HMiiy  ]»rpMHPH  dm  p-.\ rnmimit.  .  1  u.< 

tlio  nrniy,  nml  ^Till.ittHI.UUd  tnorn  up  In  July  llr-a.  Tin*  l.miU  •  .f  N.." 
Vorlc,  JliiHluji  nml  I ’hi  lie  Idlpliin )  Iiii'p  ptliidiMip.l  their  ..ipiluln  in  ii  •  a  It  i  i  if.*' 
loiiutj  tu  (ho  gdvoruuu.nl,  Tlmy  Imvo  ulr.M'ly  lU'il  up  tlnar  vi'piti'l  in  Sdiir 
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bonds.  Among  othors,  Mr.  Vail,  the  casliior  of  the  Bank  of  Commorco,  the 
largost  bank  corporation  in  ilio  United  Slates,  and  one  that  lias  done  much 
to  sustain  the  government,  appeared  boforo  the  Hnanee  commiUoo,  and 
slated  explicitly  tlmt  the  Bank  of  Commorco,  sis  woll  ns  other  banks  of 
New  York,  could  aid  the  government  no  furthor,  unless  your  proposed  cur* 
runoy  was  stamped  by,  and  invested  with,  tho  attributes  of  lawful  money, 
which  they  could  pay  to  others  as  woll  as  roeoivo  themselves. 

“  Bonds  cannot  bo  sold  except  at  a  groat  sacrifice,  because  there  is  no 
money  to  buy  thorn.  As  soon  as  the  banks  suspended,  gold  and  silver 
oeasod  to  circulate  as  inonoy.  You  cannot  soli  your  bonds  for  gold  and 
silver,  which  is  tho  .only  money  that  can  now  be  received  under  (ho  sub- 
treasury  law.  This  currency  niado  a  legal  tender  was  necessary  to  aid  in 
making  further  loans.  1  insisted  that  tho  bill  was  constitutional.  Tim 
Senator  from  Vermont  has  road  extracts  from  the  debates  in  tho  national 
convention,  and  from  Story’s  “Commentaries,”  totaling  to  show  (hat  Congress 
cannot  authorize  iho  issue  of  bills  of  credit.  But  1  submit  (o  him  that  this 
question  lias  boon  settled  by  tho  practice  of  (ho  government.  We  issued 
such  bills  during  the  War  of  1812,  during  tho  war  with  Mexico,  and  at  the 
recent  session  of  Congress.  Wo  roeoivo  thorn  now  for  our  services  ;  wo  pay 
thorn  to  our  soldiers  and  our  creditors.  Those  notes  aro  payable  to  bearer; 
they  pass  from  hand  to  hand  as  eurronoy;  they  bear  no  in  tores! .  If  the  argu¬ 
ment  of  that  Sonator  is  true,  then  all  these  notes  arc  unauthorized.  Tho 
Senator  admits  that  when  wo  owo  a  debt  and  cannot  pay  it,  wo  oan  issue 
a  note.  But  wliovo  doos  ho  find  the  power  to  issue  a  note  in  tho  constitution ? 
Where  duos  ho  find  tho  powor  to  prescribe  tho  terms  of  tho  nolo,  to  make  it 
transferable,  receivable  for  public  dues?  lie  draws  all  these  (lowers  as  in¬ 
cidents  to  tho  power  to  borrow  money.  According  to  his  argument,  when 
wc  pay  a  soldier  a  ton  dollar  demand  bill,  wo  borrow  ten  dollars  from  tho 
soldier  ;  when  I  apply  to  tho  secretary  of  tho  Senate  fur  a  mmilh’.s  pay,  1  loan 
tho  United  States  8250.  This  certainly  is  not  tho  view  we  take  of  it  when  wo 
roeoivo  the  money.  On  tho  other  hand,  wo  rooognizo  the  fact  tlmt  the  gov¬ 
ernment  cannot  pay  us  in  gold.  Wo  roeoivo  notes  ns  money.  Tho  govern¬ 
ment  ought  to  give,  and  has  tho  power  to  givo,  to  that  inonoy,  all  Urn  sanc¬ 
tion,  authority,  value,  necessary  and  proper,  to  enable  it  to  borrow  money. 
Tho  power  to  fix  tho  standard  of  money,  to  regulato  tho  medium  of  ex¬ 
changes,  must  necessarily  go  with,  and  bo  incident  to,  tho  power  to  reg¬ 
ulate  commerce,  to  borrow  money,  to  coin  nnmoy,  to  maintain  armies  and 
navies.  All  theso  high  powers  are  expressly  prohibited  to  (ho  stales  and 
also  tho  inoidontal  powor  to  omit  bills  of  crodit,  and  to  mnko  anything  but 
gold  and  silvor  a  legal  tender.  But  Congress  is  expressly  invested  with 
all  theso  high  powers,  and,  to  remove  all  doubt,  is  expressly  authorized  to  uso 
all  nooossnry  and  proper  moans  to  carry  these  powors  into  cIToot. 

“If  you  strike  out  tho  legal  tender  clause  you  do  so  with  a  knowlodgo 
that  theso  notes  will  fall  dead  upon  tho  mouoy  markot  of  the  world.  When 
yon  issuo  domand  nolos,  and  announce  to  the  world  your  purpose  not  to  pay 


iitty  more  oold  him)  t«il v«>r.  yon  I ln»*i  tender  l"  dim»e  win*  have  fnrni*«li**tl  ton 
provisions  ii i ii l  services  lliin  ( m | )•' r  nioim\.  \\  lint  can  dm>  do  1  Mo'\  ran 
hut  pay  their  dchls  will*  il  ;  dmy  emiiiol  sappml  I li«*ir  families  with  il.  i\ i(li 
mil  ii  Tin*  whole  flii'ii  depend*  mi  I  In'  pimm-c  of  the  K"iom 

ini'iK  (n  | my  ul  mhi Hi 1  (inn*  rml  lived  «m  (In*  ti> »l «•-  .lir*iiee  l«»  "iir 
deinmida  that  i(  should  In’  a  li‘j;itl  lender;  if  will  dmn  ehenlale  nil  over  die. 

(•minin',  mill  il  will  he  llm  I i fcl <l( m it |  ..f  llh>  wle.)e  lonnic'e*  of  dm  lotinlrv. 

mid  it  will  enalile  cupilalisl*  I"  l»uv  \"iir  hoieK  Tin*  »«u1  \  ol'je.hon  in  tin* 

measure  i*  llml  Inn  nun'll  limy  he  i****ii«»il.  1 1  • »  •  1  i< I  not  helmie  llm  i-nii*  nf 

^ir,ll,IHKI,(l(l()  would  (In  any  harm.  It  is  milt  a  nn>n’  Icmpmai  \  *' \ | ••••  1 1 
(Mil. 

"  I  Jm vt>  lima,  Mr.  prcsidnnl,  endeavored  I"  r«»|*l v  I"  di . »ii**ti(ndnnul 

iir^iiiiii'iil  of  tin*  Senator  From  Vor)m»nl.  I  Ini'  loioimenl*  niu-.i  In*  m ■  t ) •  1 1 1 ■  1 1 •  - •  I 
11 1 in 1 1 y  [ii  llm  niltilialimi  nf  ihn  itf  llm  l:iiil**il  Stale-..  When  1  feci 

so  strongly  lln*  imcc-sil  y  uf  (Ii w  limitNitri1,  I  inn  rnnstiniimd  I"  icmiiiio  llm 
power,  mul  refer  miv  muhnrilv  in  oveiciwe  il  (n  llm  vony*.  I  have  -hnwit,  in 
reply  In  llm  ui'^unmiil  of  llm  SiMialnr  from  Mairm,  llml  we  mini  n<>  I'mi'er 

Imsilaln  us  III  tlm  III s**ily  1 1 f  this  nmn-imi1.  Tlml  imcr-nli  dn.s  •*\nl, 

iiihI  imiv  presses  H|Miii  us.  I  rest  mi  Vole  upon  (In*  j <r» •  j *' *■’ 1 1 n »li  (1ml  lliis  n 

ii  ii . .  mill  proper  in. •mm.*  (■<  funn-ili  a  I’ini.'iiri  a  in.'.  I  min  of  \ 

clniMpe  lo  i‘iailil"  llm  >*i  nnmnl  Inhnimw  im<n'*\,l<>  liminfaui  an  armv 
ninl  support  a  imvv.  M.*lt.«\  injy  (Ills.  I  tin. I  ain|*|.<  anlluMif  l  t*<  audmii/e  im\ 
\tili-.  We  have  lu-rn  laii(*lil  I  <  \  . . .  femFllI  •>  x  |  «i  •  1 1 1  *  in*’  dial  •  1  nlti  \  and 

i|nul>(  in  lliis  tinii*  of  rev •  <1  ul i. .mii t \  u.liiili  me  Muipnilmn  and  •  |a-tit ti  I 

Imvi*  swoin  In  raise  mid  siippoit  ynr  mime**;  (■>  provide  for  mid  umiiiiaiu 

\  "Iir  IIIU  V  ;  ("  hnrroW  money  ;  111  t1|i|in|d  > . .11  f  j,'e\  emilielll  it (.» H Mip»I  nil  elm 

lilies,  nl  Inline  mid  idiieud.  Tlml  nalli  is  Mined.  As  a  Member  <d  this 
hotly,  I  mn  armed  isilli  lii^h  pnweis  fur  I)  h"lv  purpose,  ami  i  am  author 

izeil  nay,  jvijniieil  lo  \nl<.  for  nil  law  . . **an  mid  proper  fm  en-nil 

in^  these  hip;)i  powers,  and  (n  uoeuinpli*h  dial  purpose.  Tins  i«  m>l  du* 
time  win'll  I  would  limil  dim<e  powers.  Rather  (Inin  >ield  to  reiolnhonarv 
force,  l  would  use  rcvnluli.uein  force,  Here  it  is  m>t  necessary .  for  (In' 
frmnora  of  llm  constitution  di.l  not  assume  (•<  foresee  all  (In'  memo*  that  miy>ht 
lie  imi'i'SHiiry  lo  mamlaiu  dm  delegated  pnwnia  i.f  dm  naiimial  j.fi>\nnnmnl. 
Re^urdin#  (hie  ^renl  niciomic  hh  m  nerm-Mu y  mel  ]»reper  mm,  nn*l  witlnn  .*uv 
power  (o  ciiai'l,  I  hi'O  plain  Imfoie  nm  lie*  path  of  tint  v .  and  one  that  is  >',e*v 
to  Ireiul," 

Thu  ami  ion  In  KlrilK'  dill,  llm  I  emler  rhui^i'  in  Hip  hill 
was  (Ipfi'iUcil  liy  a  void  nf  yt'HN  17,  niiys  'Jll.  TIip  uiiii'iiiIiiipiiIs 
]irii|insiiil  by  llm  IIiiiliiiiii  I'niiiliiil lee  wpip  iij>rrp(|  In  miIi^Iiiii- 
liallyiiM  I'l'linrli'il  by  l be  I'liiiniiillpp.  Tim  hill  Ihmlly  i>n> •i.-<l 
by  a  void  of  yean  III),  tniyn  7.  Tim  I Iiiiimp  iiy'rci'il  In  llm  iimimil- 
limnl,  i in i v i il i 1 1 n  till'  llm  iniynmiil.  lit  Urn  inli'i'ppl.  tm  bmuls  uml 


notes  in  coin,  and  disagreed  to  the  remaining  amendments,  and 
these  were  referred  to  a  committee  of  conference,  composed  of 
Messrs.  Fessenden,  Sherman  and  Carlisle,  oE  West  Virginia,  of 
the  Senate,  and  Messrs.  St.ovons,  Horton,  ami  Sedgwick,  of  tho 
House.  Tho  conference  met,  and,  after  two  or  three  days  of 
full  discussion,  tho  material  parts  of  tho  disagreements  between 
the  two  Houses  wore  settled.  Tho  provision  that  coin  only  he 
recoivod  for  duties  on  imports,  and  that  it  bo  held  as  a  fund  to 
pay  tho  interest  on  the  bonded  debt,  was  retained.  Tho  report 
of  tho  conforenco  was  agreed  to  by  both  Houses,  and  on  tho 
siinio  day  tho  bill  was  approved  by  tho  President.  Thus,  tho 
legal  tender  act,  alter  a  most  able  and  determined  opposition, 
became  a  law  on  tho  ‘25th  of  Fein-nary,  18(12. 

It  would  bo  difficult  to  inoasm-o  tho  beneficial  results  that 
rapidly  followed  tho  passage  of  this  hi  11.  Tho  public  credit  was 
greatly  strengthened  by  the  provision  for  the  pu.ymoutof  inter¬ 
est,  in  coin  furnished  by  duties  on  imported  goods.  The  legal 
tender  clause  was  acquiesced  in  by  all  classos,  and  wo  had,  for 
the  first  time,  in  circulation  national  paper  money  as  tho  actual 
standard  of  value.  It  was  silent  as  to  time  of  its  paymont, 
but  each  note  contained  a  promise  of  the  United  States  to  pay 
a  specific  sum,  and  tho  implied  obligation  was  to  pay  in  coin  as 
soon  as  practicable. 

On  the  lltli  of  July,  18G2,  a  fnrtlior  issue  of  $150,000,000 
United  States  treasury  notes  (or  “greenbacks,"  as  they  were 
commonly  called  from  their  color)  of  tho  same  description  was 
authorized,  and  subsequent  issuos  increased  tho  total  amount 
to  $450,000,000,  the  extreme  limit,.  Uy  tho  act  of  March  511, 
18(511,  fractional  currency  was  authorized  to  an  amount  not 
oxcoeding  $50,000,000,  to  take  tho  plai-o  of  fractional  silver 
coins,  which  had  entirely  disappeared  from  circulation,  and  this 
amount  was  issued. 

Tho  passage  of  tho  legal  tondor  act  was  tho  turning  point, 
of  our  physical  and  financial  history.  Less  than  a  year  before 
the  government,  was  bankrupt ;  our  bonds  hearing  six  per  cent, 
interest  wore  sold  at  a  discount;  onr  national  exponditnros 
exceeded  our  receipts ;  loans  could  only  ho  mado  upon  tho  basis 
of  coin,  and  this  coin  was  disappearing  from  circulation.  We 
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had  to  appeal  to  the  patriotism  of  bankers  to  accept  the  de¬ 
mand  notes  of  the  United  States  as  money,  with  no  prospoctof 
being  able  to  pay  them.  Our  regular  army  Was  practically  dis¬ 
banded  by  tho  disloyalty  of  many  of  its  loading  officers.  Wash¬ 
ington  was  then  practically  in  a  slate  of  siego,  forcing  mo,  in 
Hay,  18(>1,  to  go  there  at  the  heels  of  tho  7th  rogimont  of  New 
York  militia,  avoiding  the  regular  channels  of  travel.  The 
city  of  Baltimore  was  decked  under  tho  flag  of  rebellion. 
Through  tho  State  of  Maryland,  loyal  citizens  passed  in  dis¬ 
guise,  oxcept  by  a  single  route  opened  and  defended  by  military 
power,  The  great-  State  of  Kentucky,  important  as  well  from 
its  central  position  as  from  tho  known  prowess  and  eourago  of 
its  people,  bung  suspended  in  doubt  between  loyalty  ami  seces¬ 
sion.  In  the  State  of  Missouri,  St.  lands  was  tho  only  plnco  of 
unquestioned  loyalty,  and  even  t-liero  we  regarded  it  a  fortn- 
nato  prizo  that,  wo  were  able  to  tako  tho  public,  arms  from  a 
government  arsenal.  The  whole  Stato  of  Virginia,  with  tho 
single  exception  of  Fortress  Monroe,  was  in  tho  possession  of 
the  revolutionary  force. 

But  from  tho  passage  of  I  bo  legal  tender  act,  by  which 
means  woro  provided  for  utilizing  the  wealth  of  the  country  in 
tho  suppression  of  tho  rebellion,  the  tide  of  war  turned  in  our 
favor.  Delaware,  after  a  short  hesitation,  complied  with  tho 
proclamation  of  the  President.  Maryland  had,  by  clear  and 
repeated  votes  and  nets,  arrayed  herself  on  the  side  of  the 
Union.  Her  rebellions  sons  who  fought  against  tho  old  flag 
could  not  trend  in  safety  oil  a  single  foot  of  tho  soil  of  that 
state.  Western  Virginia,  tho  eastern  peninsula,  and  many  ports 
on  the  eastern  const,  were  securely  reclaimed.  The  Stato  of 
Kentucky  had  distinctly,  by  tho  vote  of  her  peoplo,  and  by  tho 
action  of  all  lior  constituted  authorities,  proclaimed  her  loy¬ 
alty,  and  her  sous  woro  fighting  side  by  side  with  the  soldiers 
of  other  states  to  oxpe.l  traitors  who,  in  lior  days  of  doubt, 
bad  seized  upon  a  small  portion  of  lior  soil,  which  they  still 
occupied.  Tn  tho  State  of  Missouri  the  constituted  authorities, 
organized  by  a  convention  of  the  poople  duly  elected,  woro  sus¬ 
tained  by  physical  power  in  nearly  all  the  state,  and  the  rebel¬ 
lion  there  was  subsiding  into  bands  of  thieves,  bridge  burners, 


mid  small  parties  of  guerrillas,  who  conlil  soon  ho  readily  con¬ 
trolled  by  local  militia.  In  nearly  ovory  rebellious  state,  the 
government,  bad  secured  a  foothold,  and  an  army  of  half  a 
million  men,  armed,  organized  and  disciplined,  impatiently 
awaited  the  word  of  command  to  advance  the  old  bumior  of 
our  country  against  every  foe  that  stood  in  its  way.  Whore 
does  the  history  of  nations  presoutun  example  of  greater  phys¬ 
ical  weakness  followed  so  soon  by  greater  physical  strength? 
When  have  results  more  wonderful  been  accomplished  in  eight 
months! 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1,S(S2  we  were  physically  strong 
but  financially  weak.  Therefore,  1  repeat,  tho  problem  of  this 
contest  was  not  as  to  whether  wo  could  master  men,  but, 
whether  we  could  raise  money.  There  was  gveal  wealth  in 
the  country  but  bow  conlil  it  bo  promptly  utilized?  To  that 
([uostion  the  diligent  attention  of  Congress  was  applied.  Tlio 
banks  which  had  aided  us  with  nionoy  wore  crippled  and  had 
suspended  coin  payments.  Tho  Secretary  of  tho  Treasury  was 
begging  at  the  doors  of  both  Houses  for  moans  to  nieot  tho 
most  pressing  demands.  On  the  15th  of  January,  1802,  the 
London  “Post,”  the  organ  of  Lord  Palmerston,  said: 

“Tim  monetary  intelligence  from  America  is  of  the  most  important  kind. 
National  bankruptcy  is  not  an  agreeable  prospect,  but  it  is  tho  only  ono  pre¬ 
sented  by  tho  existing  stale  of  American  finance.  Wlml  a  strange  lido  does 
not  the  history  of  the  United  States  for  (he  past  twelve  months  unfold/ 
What  a  striking  moral  docs  it  not  point/  Never  beforo  was  the  world 
dazzled  by  a  career  of  more  reckless  extravagance.  Never  before  did  a 
nourishing  and  prosperous  stale  make  such  gigantic  strides  towards  effecting 
its  own  rnin.” 


The  legal  tender  act,  with  its  provision  for  coin  receipts  to 
pay  interest  on  bonds,  whatever  may  bo  said  to  tho  contrary 
by  theorists,  was  tho  only  measure  that,  could  have  enabled  tho 
government  to  curry  on  successfully  the  vast  operations  of  the 
war.  Our  annual  expenditures  at  that  time  wore  four  times 
the  amount  of  onv  currency;  were  three  limes  the  aggregate 
coin  of  the  country;  wore  greater  than  any  ever  homo  by  any 
nation  in  ancient  or  in  modern  times.  The  highest  expendi¬ 
ture  of  Great  Britain  during  her  war  with  Napoleon,  at  a  timo 
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when  her  currency  was  inflated,  when  she  made  tho  Bank  of 
England  notes  a  legal  tender,  was  but,  £100,000,000. 

Anticipating  these  enormous  expenditures  I  introduced  a 
hill  which  became  a  law  on  the  31st  of  July,  1861,  which  pro¬ 
vided  for  a  commission  to  examine  and  report  as  to  the  com¬ 
pensation  of  all  olliccs  for  the  govornment,  the  commission  to 
bo  composed  of  two  Members  of  tho  Senate,  threo  Members  of 
tho  Ifonso  of  Ueprosontativos,  ono  officer  of  tho  navy,  and  one 
otlicor  of  tho  army,  who  wero  directed  to  examine  and  report, 
as  soon  as  practicable,  a  fair  and  just  compensation  for  each 
olficorof  the  govornment,  and  such  regulations  as  would  securo 
a  moi'O  oc.onoinie.al  collection  of  tho  revenue.  When  this  bill 
was  ponding  I  stated  its  purpose  and  my  hope  to  accomplish  a 
reduction  of  the  expenditures  of  the  govornment,  or,  at  least, 
an  equalization  of  tho  salaries  then  paid  to  the  different  offi¬ 
cers.  Wo  sought  economy  by  the  reduction  of  expenses.  1 
wus  chairman  of  this  commission,  and  Senator  Clark,  of  Now 
Hampshire,  was  my  ussociato.  The  commission  collected  a 
mass  of  information,  and  upon  it  bused  several  hills  intro¬ 
duced  in  tho  second  session  of  the  37t,li  Congress,  Some  of 
these  wore  made  nugatory  by  the  rise  of  prices,  measured  in 
most  rases  by  tho  fall  in  tho  value  of  our  currency,  but  many 
of  thoir  provisions  wore  ingrafted  into  otlior  bills  that  bocaino 
laws. 

The  organization  of  national  banks,  authorized  to  issuo  cir¬ 
culating  notos,  is  so  intimately  connected  with  logal  louder 
United  States  notos  that  I  think  it  proper  to  consider  thorn  in 
connection,  though  the  banking  law  did  not  pass  until  18(53.  Tho 
two  forms  of  currency,  one  issued  directly  by  tho  government, 
as  lawful  money  of  the  llni tod  States  and  a  logal  tender,  and 
the  other  issued  byprivato  corporations,  but  secured  by  bonds 
of  the  United  States,  constitute  a  system  of  national  currency 
which,  organized  in  the  midst  of  war,  was  an  important  aid  to 
tho  govornment  in  its  groat  struggle,  and  when  placod  at  par 
with  coin  by  tho  resumption  act  has  proven  to  be  tho  host 
paper  money  created  by  legislation  in  this  or  any  other  country. 

Tho  issue  of  circulating  notes  by  state  banks  had  boon  tho 
fruitful  cause  of  loss,  contention  and  bankruptcy,  not  only  of 
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tho  banks  issuing  them,  but  of  all  business  men  depending  upon 
them  for  financial  aid.  Inflation  and  apparent  prosperity  wero 
often  followed  by  the  closing  of  one  bank  and  distrust  of  all 
others.  The  notes  of  a  broken  bank  were  raroly  paid,  tlio  as¬ 
sets  of  sneli  bank  being  generally  applied  to  tho  payment,  of 
other  liabilities,  leaving  tho  loss  to  fall  on  the  holders  of  the 
notes,  mostly  innocent  persons  of  limited  means.  This  led  to 
tho  adoption  in  1846  of  tho  sub-treasury  system,  by  which  all 
payments  to  the  treasury  were  required  to  be  in  coin,  to  be 
held  until  required  for  disbursements  on  government,  account. 
This  protected  the  United  States,  but,  it  did  not  save  the  people 
from  loss,  as,  from  necessity,  they  wore  compelled  to  use  bank 
bills  authorized  by  tho  several  states,  varying  in  value  and  se¬ 
curity,  and  chiefly  limited  in  circulation  to  the  state  in  which 
issued.  With  a  narrow  view  of  tho  powers  of  the  national 
government,  Congress  had  repeatedly  refused  to  authorize  a 
national  bank, -a  policy  1  hoartily  approve,  not  from  a  doubt  of 
the  power  of  Congress  to  grant  snob  a  charter,  but  from  tlie 
danger  of  intrusting  so  vast  a  power  in  a  singlo  corporation, 
with  or  without  security.  This  objection  did  not  lie  against 
the  organization  of  a  system  of  national  banks  ex-tending  over 
the  country,  which  required  every  dollar  of  notes  issued  to  bo 
secured  by  a  larger  amount  of  bonds  of  the  United  States,  to 
lie  deposited  in  the  treasury  of  tho  United  States,  thus  saving 
tho  note  holder  from  all  possibility  of  loss. 

Secretary  Chase,  in  bis  report  of  December  9,  1SG1,  recom¬ 
mended  that  a  tax  be  imposed  upon  notes  issued  by  state  banks 
and  also  that  Congress  should  exorcise  its  authority  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  system  oE  national  banks,  with  proper  safeguards  and 
limitations.  A  bill  was  introduced  for  the  latter  purpose  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  in  18G1,  but,  owing  to  the  ur¬ 
gency  for  legislation  on  war  measures,  it  was  not  aided  upon. 
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Measures  Int-mrtnml  to  Tux  Tlu>m  oul  of  10xinlrne»‘~  Ai'n-tnrmnlH  Tlml  Iiuliuvil 
Coiikiws  to  Deprive  Tliem  of  the  Power  fo  lusim  Tlmir  Hills  u«  Money—  Hill 
to  Provide  u  Nnlioiml  Currency  —  Wliy  Congress  Aulborizetl  mi  Issue  nf 
ffOO.ODll.non,  of  (Killed  stales  .Voles—  [ssue  of  fi-SfO  mikI 
Uonds  to  llolfi  to  Carry  on  llm  War— Hindi  Kales  of  [tifcr- 
esL  Paid  —  Secretary  ClniPe's  Aide  Mutinuvuteiil  of  Uio 
Public  Del»l — Our  Interim]  Kevonnp  Syslem  —  Mr> 
penl  of  tlir-  laeoino  Tux  Law  — My  Viewa 
on  llm  Taxability  of  Incomes. 

LONG  Ijoforo  r  became  a  Member  of  Congress  l  had 
carefully  studied  tlio  hanking  laws  of  the  several 
states.  Tlio  Stato  of  Ohio  adopted,  in  1  H-l (5,  an  im¬ 
proved  system  of  hanking.  M.y  study  and  experience 
as  a  lawyer  in  Ohio  convinced  me  that  l.lio  whole  system  of 
state  banka,  however  carefully  guarded,  was  both  unconstitu¬ 
tional  and  inexpedient  and  that  it  ought  to  be  overthrown. 
When  1  entered  Congress  [  was  entirely  prepared,  not  only  to 
tax  tho  circulation  of  stato  banks,  but  to  tax  such  hanks  out  of 
existcnco.  But,  whilo  this  feeling  prevailed  in  tlio  west,  tho 
opposite  feeling  prevailed  in  tho  New  lingluml  and  Middle 
States,  where  t.lioir  banking  system  Imd  boon  so  improved  that 
hank  failures  were  ra.ro,  and  hank  hills  woro  protected  by  mu¬ 
tual  guaranties. 

The  Secretary  of  tlio  Treasury  lmd,  in  two  annual  mos, sages, 
proposed  a  tax  on  the  circulal  ion  of  bank  hills.  Ho  believed 
that  the  existing  hank  circulation  prevented  or  embarrassed  the 
process  of  funding,  by  which  alono  tlio  bonds  of  tho  United 
States  could  he  absorbed.  He  was  forbidden  by  law  to  receivo 
hank  bills  in  exchange  for  bonds  or  for  any  purpose,  so  that  tho 
current  money  of  the  people  was  nut  availablo  for  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  bonds.  This  was  an  additional  argument  for  taxing 
the  state  hanks  out.  of  existence.  I  introduced  a  measure  for 


this  purpose  as  an  amendment  to  the  revenue  bill,  but  it 
was  postponed  to  savo  it  from  defeat. 

1  introduced  a  bill  in  January,  1S(>3,  containing  two  sec¬ 
tions,  the  first  to  levy  a  tax  of  two  per  cent,  per  annum  on 
the  circulation  of  all  bank  bills,  and  the  second  to  provide  fora 
tax  oE  ten  per  cent,  on  all  fractional  currency  under  oue  dollar 
issued  by  corporations  or  individuals.  Upon  this  bill  I  made  a 
eavoEuUy  prepared  speech,  not  only  defending  the  proposed  tax, 
but  declaring  my  purpose  to  urge  a  gradual  increase  of  the  tax 
until  all  state  bank  bills  wore  excluded  from  circulation.  As 
the  reversal  of  this  policy  is  threatened  1  feel  justified  in 
briefly  restating  the  argument  that,  induced  Congress  to  de¬ 
prive  all  state  banks  of  the  power  to  issue  their  bills  us 
money. 

1  drew  the  distinction  between  t.he  ordinary  powers  of 
banking  and  tho  issue  of  bank  bills.  1  said  that  the  business  of 
hanking  proper  consisted  in  loaning  money,  discounting  bills, 
facilitating  exchanges  oE  productions  by  tho  agency  of  com¬ 
mercial  paper,  and  in  receiving  and  disbursing  the  deposits  of 
individuals.  Tho  issue  of  bank  bills  was  an  exclusive  privilege 
conferred  only  on  a  few  corporations.  It  was  a  privilege  that 
an  individual  could  not  enjoy.  No  poison  could  issue  his  hills 
in  tho  form  of  paper  money  without  a  corporate  franchise) 
granted  him  and  his  associates,  either  by  a  general  banking 
law,  or  by  an  act  of  incorporation.  All  tho  business  of  banking 
might,  bo  exercised  by  private  individuals  except  this  franchise. 
There  was  no  reason  why  any  one  individual  or  a  partnership 
might  not  carry  on  all  tho  business  incident  to  bunking  except 
this  one  of  issuing  bills  to  circulate  as  money.  The  hugest 
banking  houses  in  the  world  did  not  exorcise  the  privilege  of 
issuing  bills.  The  strongest  banks  in  tho  United  Stales,  such 
as  tho  Bank  of  Commerce  of  New  York,  hud  but  little  or  no 
circulation,  whilo  the  weakest  banks  supported  themselves  and 
made  profit  by  issuing  the  largest  cpmntifcy  of  hills  authorized. 
The  law  then  existing  taxed  heavily  the  business  of  hanking 
proper.  All  commercial  paper— checks,  drafls,  orders,  bills  of 
exchange,  protests,  bonds — overy  instrument  that  was  used  in 
tho  ordinary  process  of  hanking — was  heavily  taxed,  while  bank 
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hills  were  not.  taxed  at  all.  A  private  hanker  doing  business 
had  to  pay  a  lieeuso  o!  S 100,  but  u  bank  of  circulation  was  ex¬ 
pressly  exempted  from  the  necessity  of  procuring  a  license. 
The  tax  la.iv,  as  it,  stood,  had  this  significant  provision:  “Rut 
not  to  include  incorporated  banks  legally  authorized  to  issuo 
notes  as  circulation.”  J'lvory  commercial  instrument  was 
required  to  pay  a  stamp  tax,  but  this  did  not  attach  to 
a  bank  bill.  Rank  notes  issued  for  circulation  were  expressly 
excepted.  The  only  tax  levied  upon  bunks  of  circulation 
was  a  lax  of  three  her  cent,  on  tlio  net  income.  This  tax 
could  be  deducted  from  the  dividend  of  the  stockholders.  This 
discrimination  in  favor  of  the  banks  of  circulation  ran  through 
all  t.bo  tax  laws,  while  other  corporations,  such  as  railroad 
companies,  insurance  companies  and  the  lilco,  wore  subject  to 
heavy  taxes. 

The  pmlits  of  banking  wove,  then  very  great.  Tlio  aver¬ 
age  profits  of  the  hanks  of  New  York  were  twelve  and  one- 
half  per  cent,  per  annum.  The  burdens  imposed  upon  the 
hanks  liy  their  charters  woro  lessened  by  the  .suspension  of  spe¬ 
cie  payments.  When  tlio  banks  had  to  keep  in  their  vaults 
coin  to  the  amount  of  0110-third  of  their  circulation,  and  wore 
liable  to  he  called  upon  any  day  for  tho  redemption  of  their 
notes  in  gold  and  silver,  they  might  claim  exemption  from 
taxes  on  their  circulating  notes.  But  during  the  suspension  of 
coin  payment  there  was  no  such  liability.  Whether  right  or 
wrong  tho  banks  suspended  specie  payments,  and  increased 
their  currency  without  paying  either  principal  of  it  or  interest, 
or  tax  on  it,  though  in  diroct  violation  of  law  in  sumo  states, 

I  referred  in  my  speech  to  an  interview  which  was  sought 
by  tho  bankers  of  our  chief  commercial  cities  with  tlio  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  to  which  they  invited  the  financial  commit- 
toes  of  the  two  Houses  to  hear  their  propositions  for  carrying 
on  the  financial  operations  of  tlio  government.  We  all  wont 
to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  tlio  Treasury,  and  the  proposi¬ 
tion  was  there  made  that  tho  United  States  should  issue  no 
paper  monoy  whatever,  that  tlio  spoeie  clause,  as  it  is  called,  of 
the  sub-treasury  act  should  bo  repealed,  and  that  wo  should 
carry  on  the  war  upon  tlio  basis  of  Hie  paper  money  of  tho 


hanks,  legalizing  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  and  that 
the  government  should  issue  no  paper  except  upon  ail  interest 
of  six  per  cent.,  or  higher  if  the  money  markets  of  the  world 
demanded  more.  That  was  their  plan  of  finance,  the  plan  sub¬ 
stantially  adopt  ed  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  which  had  been  con¬ 
demned  by  every  statesman  since  that  time,  a  plan  of  carry¬ 
ing  on  the  operations  of  our  government  by  an  association  of 
banks  over  which  Congross  had  no  control,  and  which  could 
issue  money  without  limit  so  far  as  national  laws  affected  it. 
That  was  the  scheme  presented  to  us  by  very  intelligent, 
gentlemen  engaged  in  the  banking  business.  They  were 
honest  ami  in  earnest.,  but,  it  appeared  to  me  as  pretentions 
and  oven  ludicrous. 

It  was  claimed  that  a  tax  on  banks  interfered  with  vested 
rights.  I  said  that  all  taxes  that  were  levied  by  tho  govern¬ 
ment  wero  to  maintain  vested  rights,  liberty  and  life.  All  these 
corporate  franchises  were  held  subject  to  the  power  of  taxation 
in  Congross,  which  was  sometimes  nocessary  to  bo  exorcised  in 
the  most  potent  luannor  in  ovdor  to  maintain  tho  government. 
The  states  could  not,  by  an  act.  of  incorporation,  phi.ee  their 
property  beyond  the  power  of  Congross.  Tho  only  question  was 
what  rate  of  taxation  ought,  to  bo  adopted.  Tho  rate  proposed — 
two  por  cent.  — I  insisted  was  not  too  high,  because  it  was 
only  one-third  of  t.ho  profit  derived  from  tho  issue  of  papor 
money  without  interest,  tho  principal  of  which  was  not  paid 
in  coin.  1  slated  distinctly  that  the  purpose  of  tho  bill  wns 
not  merely  to  levy  a  reasonable  tax  on  banks,  but  also  to  in¬ 
duce  thorn  to  withdraw  their  paper,  in  order  to  substitute  for 
it  a  national  currency.  T  thou  reviewed  in  considerable  detail 
the  history  of  our  currency  legislation,  from  tho  act  chartering 
the  first,  bank  of  tho  United  States  to  tho  beginning  of  onr 
Civil  'War,  showing  the  view  taken  by  tho  most  eminent 
statesmen  of  onr  country  in  favor  of  tho  establishment  of  uni¬ 
form  national  currency  ns  t.ho  highest  object  of  legislation. 
Mr.  Madison  said  in  his  message  : 

“H  ip,  however,  o.ssontiii]  U,  every  modi/ieation  of  tlm  limnices  (Imt  tlio 
benefits  of  a  uniform  national  oumMioy  should  In'  restored  to  tho  emummnty, 
Tho  absence  of  tho  prooious  metals  will,  it  is  believed,  be  »  temporary  evil  j 
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but,  until  tlioj  cun  again  bo  renclimid  tlie  general  medium  of  exchange,  it 
devolves  on  the  wisdom  of  Congress  to  provide  a  substitute  which  shall 
equally  engage  the  confidence  and  accommodate  the  wants  of  the  citizens 
throughout  tho  Union.” 

I  said  that  when  coin,  the  best  of  currency,  was  driven  out 
of  circulation,  by  tho  existence  of  war  or  extraneous  circum¬ 
stances,  it  was  the  duty  of  Congress  to  provide  a  substitute.  In 
1810  Congress  did  this  by  establishing  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  Most  of  the  state  banks  shortly  afterward  exploded, 
and  almost  thoir  entire  issue  outstanding  at  the  time  fell  as  a 
loss  to  the  people  of  the  United  States.  The  Bank  of  the 
United  States  did  furnish  for  a  while  a  stable  currency.  After 
its  charter  expired  in  1830,  the  controversy  was  between  gold 
and  silver,  and  paper  money  as  a  currency.  Nearly  all  the 
statesmen  of  that  time  believed  it  was  necessary  to  have  a  na¬ 
tional  currency  in  some  form,  but  there  was  a  party  in  the 
country  Unit  believed  the  only  true  national  currency  was  gold 
and  silver  coin.  After  a  controversy  that  1  would  not  review, 
tho  sub-treasury  system  was  finally  adopted.  Tho  government, 
had  t.heu  no  occasion  to  borrow  money.  Its  debt  was  paid  off 
and  there  was  a  large  surplus  in  the  treasury,  which  was  dis¬ 
tributed  among  the  states.  Tho  agency  of  a  United  States 
banic  was  no  longer  necessary  to  sustain  the  public  credit.  The 
object  then  was  to  secure  a  safo  deposit  and  custody  of  tho 
public  revenues.  The  state  banks  failed  to  furnish  a  safo  re¬ 
deemable  currency,  in  1837  their  notes  were  in  the  bands  of 
the  people,  depreciated  and  dishonored,  if  not  entirely  worth¬ 
less.  Therefore,  I  thought  wisely,  the  sub-treasury  system  was 
adopted,  by  which  gold  and  silver  coin  was  the  only  money 
received  or  paid  out  by  the  government.  I  believed  that  such 
was  a  true  policy  in  the  absence  of  national  banks.  1  also 
slated  that  if  peace  were  restored  to  our  country,  we  ought, 
as  soon  as  possible,  to  go  hack  to  the  basis  of  gold  and  silver 
coin,  but,  in  the  meantime,  wo  must  meet  the  exigencies  of 
the  hour.  Paper  money  was  then  a  necessity.  Gold  and 
silver  were  hoarded.  War  always  had  led,  and  always  would 
lead,  to  the  hoarding  of  the  precious  metals.  Gold  and  sil¬ 
ver  flee  from  a  state  of  war.  AH  nations  in  tho  midst  of 


great  wars  have  been  compelled  to  resort  to  paper  money. 
It  was  resorted  to  by  our  fathers  during  tho  Revolution.  It 
was  only  by  the  use  of  paper  money  that  England  main¬ 
tained  her  wars  with  Napoleon.  At  several  periods  during 
these  wars  gold  and  silver  were  at  a  greater  premium  in 
England  than  they  wero  in  this  country. 

I  then  proceeded  to  discuss  the  power  of  Congress  to  issue 
paper  money.  I  quoted  an  extract  from  the  report  of  Mr. 
Dallas,  in  December,  1815,  in  which  he  said  : 

“By  the  constitution  of  tho  United  States,  Congress  is  oxprussly  vested 
with  tho  power  (o  coin  money,  to  resolute  (lie  value  of  donioslio  and  foioign 
coin  in  circulation,  and  (as  a  necessary  implication  from  positive  provisions) 
to  emit  bills  of  credit ;  while  it  is  declared  l>y  the  same  instnunenl  Unit  ‘  no 
slate  shall  coin  money,  or  omit  bills  of  credit.'  The  constitutional  authority 
to  emit  bills  of  orodit  has  also  been  exorcised  in  a  qualified  and  limited 
manner. 

“The  constitutional  and  leoal  foundation  of  the  monetary  system  of  tho 
United  States  is  thus  distinctly  soon1,  ami  the  power  of  the  federal  gov¬ 
ernment  to  institute  and  roguluto  it,  whether  tho  circulating  medium  con¬ 
sist  of  ooin  or  of  bills  of  credit,  must,  in  its  general  policy,  as  well  us  in  tho 
terms  of  its  investment,  bo  doomed  an  exclusive  power.” 

These  extracts  from  a  document  of  groat  ability,  state  the 
whole  question  in  a  few  words.  Congress  has  tho  power  to 
regulate  commerce  ;  Congress  1ms  the  power  to  borrow  money, 
which  involves  the  power  to  emit  hills  of  credit ;  Congvoss  has 
the  power  to  regulate  the  value  of  coin.  Those  powers  are 
exclusive.  When,  by  the  force  oT  circumstances  beyond  our 
control,  the  national  coin  disappears,  either  because  of  war 
or  of  other  circumstances,  Congress  alone  must  furnish  the 
substitute.  No  state  has  the  power  to  interfere  with  this  ex¬ 
clusive  authority  in  Congress  to  regulate  tho  national  currency, 
or,  in  other  words,  to  provide  a  substitute  for  the  national 
coin. 

I  next  stated  the  objections  to  local  hanks.  Tho  first  was 
tho  groat  number  and  diversity  of  bank  charters.  There  were 
1,642  hanks  in  the  United  States,  established  by  the  laws  of 
twenty-eight  different  states,  and  .these  laws  wero  as  diverse,  1 
might  say,  as  tho  human  countenance.  We  had  tho  state  bank 
system  with  its  branches.  We  had  tho  independent  system, 
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sometimes  secured  by  local  bonds,  sometimes  by  state  bonds, 
sometimes  by  real  estate,  sometimes  by  a  mixture  of  these.  We 
had  every  diversity  of  the  bank  system  in  tins  country  that  has 
been  devised  by  the  wit  of  man,  and  all  those  banks  bad  the 
power  to  issue  paper  money.  With  this  multiplicity  of  banks, 
depending  upon  different  organizations,  it  was  impossible  to 
have  a.  uniform  national  currency,  for  its  value  was  constantly 
affected  by  their  issues.  There  was  no  common  regulator ; 
they  were  dependent  on  different  systems.  The  clearing  house 
system  adopted  in  the  city  of  New  York  applied  only  to  that 
city.  There  was  no  check  or  control  over  these  banks.  There 
was  a  want  of  harmony  and  concert  among  them.  Whenever 
a  failure  occurred,  such  as  that  of  the  Ohio  Life  Insurance  and 
'1'rust  Company,  it  operated  like  a  panic  in  a  disorganized  army  ; 
all  of  the  banks  closed  their  doors  at  once  and  suspended  specie 
payments. 

Another  objection  to  these  local  banks  was  that  of  their 
unequal  distribution  among  the  slates.  In  New  England  the 
circulation  of  the  banks  was  about  $;>0,000,000,  while  in  Ohio, a 
slate  with  three-fourths  of  the  population  of  all  Now  England, 
it  was  but.  $9,000,000.  The  contrast,  if  made  with  other  states, 
was  still  more  marked.  1  culled  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
circulation  of  hanks  in  tho  eastern  slates  had  then  reached 
about  $180,000,000,  and  of  that  amount,  $40,000,000  was  circu¬ 
lating  in  the  west.  If  these  notes  wero  drivon  out  of  circula¬ 
tion  and  the  United  States  notes  substituted,  a  contribution 
would  he  mado  to.  the  treasury  of  tho  United  States  of  $2/100,- 
000  a  year,  for  the  mere  interest  of  a  currency  which  the  west 
did  not  prefer,  but  was  compelled  to  use. 

1  called  attention  to  the  loss  to  the  people  by  counterfeiting, 
which  could  not  be  avoided  when  we  bad  sno.h  a  multitude  of 
banks.  It  then  required  exports  to  detect  counterfeits,  it 
was  impossible  to  provent  counterfeiting.  An  export  could 
save  the  hanks,  but  the  loss  fell  upon  tho  people.  By  the  sub¬ 
stitution  of  uational  currency  we  substantially  could  lose  noth¬ 
ing  by  counterfeiting.  The  notes  would  be  few  in  kind,  only 
three  or  four  of  them,  all  issued  by  the  United  States,  all  of  a 
uniform  character,  that  could  not  be  counterfeited.  I  described, 
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with  some  detail,  the  loss  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  by 
bills  of  broken  banks,  computed  then  to  be  equivalent  to  five 
per  cent,  per  annum  of  all  the  bills  issued.  On  an  average,  every 
twenty  years  the  entire  bank  circulation  ceased  to  exist  or 
deteriorated. 

The  loss  of  exchange  from  the  west  lo  the  east  on  local  cur¬ 
rency  was  one  per  cent.  This  loss  was  usually  made  again  to 
themselves  by  the  bankers  and  “shavers.”  Under  tho  most 
favorable  state  of  trade  between  the  east  and  west  an  ex¬ 
change  of  one  per  cent,  was  demanded  for  drafts  and  bills  of 
exchange.  With  a  national  currency,  uniform  and  equal 
throughout  the  country,  this  cost  for  exchange  would  not  exist 
or  would  be  greatly  reduced,  f  called  attention  to  the  then 
increasing  volume  of  local  currency  in  the  1'uitod  States. 
When  the.  United  States  had  issued  $250, 000, 000  of  nolos,  the 
hanks  had  largely  increased  their  circulation.  This  tended  to 
depreciate  both  United  States  and  bank  notes, 

I  discussed  at  similar  length  the  proposition  that,,  us  the 
states  were  forbidden  by  the  constitution  to  authorize  the  issue 
of  hills  of  credit,  they  were  equally  forbidden  to  authorize  cor¬ 
porations  to  issue  circulating  notes,  which  were  hills  of  credit. 
Upon  this  point  it  seemed  to  me  that  the  authorities  were  abso¬ 
lutely  conclusive.  That  position  was  taken  by  the  most  emi¬ 
nent  members  of  the  constitutional  convention,  by  Joseph 
Story  in  his  “Coimnenfarios,”  by  Daniel  Webster,  and  other 
groat  loaders  of  both  parties  since  that  time.  It  was  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  these  hills  that  Mr.  Webster  used  tho  language  often 
quoted: 

“  A  disordered  currency  is  oils  of  (lie  greatesl  of  political  evils.  1 1  under¬ 
mines  tho  virtues  necessary  for  tho  sii|,|>nrt  of  tho  sound  system,  and 
onoouragos  | irnpensi(  ics  distriiclivo  of  its  happiness.  It  wars  against  indus¬ 
try,  frugality,  and  economy  ;  and  it  fosters  Iho  evil  spirils  of  ext luvaganen 
and  speoulation.  Of  all  (ho  contrivances  lor  eheating  the  laboring  classes  of 
mankind,  nono  has  boon  more  effectual  Ilian  (lint  which  deludes  them  with 
paper  money.  This  is  iho  most  efTeedial  of  inventions  fo  fertilise  Hie  rich 
man's  liuld  by  tho  swoat  of  the  pool-  man’s  brow.  Ordinary  tyranny,  oppres¬ 
sion,  excessivo  taxation,  those  boar  lightly  on  tho  happiness  of  the  mass  of 
the  community,  compared  with  a  fraudulent  curroncy,  and  tho  robberies  com¬ 
mitted  by  doprooiated  paper.’1 
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Tn  speaking  of  the  bunk  circulation  then  afloat  in  the 
country,  he  further  said: 

“It  is  fuslliei-  to  bo  obsei-vi'd  tlml  tin'  stales  esinnot  issue  bills  of  cls’dit ; 
not  tlmt  thoy  oiuiuot  mala'  I  limn  si  lnn.il  tender,  but  that,  tboy  esiunot  issue 
tliom  sit;  ul  1.  ]s  not  t|,j4  |,  i-ls'ssr  iudieistiois  of  tlse  ini ent  of  the  oossstitiHiou  (o 
losfrstin  (ho  states,  sis  well  from  establishing  is  papei-  eisoulatioii  sis  fi'otu  I  sites 
feeing  with  tho  inetssllio  om’iilation?  liss nits  lislvi1  beim  oressted  by  stsiles 
with  no  osijdtul  whatcvei-,  thaii-  notes  being  put  into  ciiouliitiou  simply  ou  the 
wcdil  of  the  suite  or  tlse  stilts)  Issw.  Whilst  ssi-e  tlse  issues  of  such  blinks  hut 
hills  of  ereclit  issued  by  llm  slate?  I  s-oufess,  s\Iia  pivsidiuif,  tlmt  tise  more  I 
roih’ol  on  this  subject,  tlse  isioi-e  s'lessrly  sloes  uiy  mind  ssppnsiieli  the  s  iniehisiou 
flint  tho  tsi-osstinn  of  .slate  banks,  for  Ills'  pus-pose  iiml  wills  I  ho  pows'r  of  eii-on- 
hsting  |>tipor,  is  not  eonsistoist  with  the  gninls  sinsl  piohibitimis  of  (lie 
constitution.” 

1  insisted  that  if  there  was  no  money  in  this  country  hut 
United  States  notes,  the  process  of  funding  would  he  going  on 
day  by  day.  Whenever  I, hero  was  too  grout  an  acc.unnilation 
of  these  notes  they  would  he  converted  into  bonds;  (lie  opera¬ 
tion  would  go  on  quietly  and  silently.  1  quoted  the  authority 
of  Secretary  Chase  that,  if  was  his  deliberate  judgment,  after 
watching  this  process  with  all  his  conceded  ability,  that  but,  for 
tho  inliuence  of  this  local  bank  paper  he  would  bo  able  to  carry 
on  the  rvar  without  the  issue  of  more  paper  money,  that  the 
ouvrenoy  then  outstanding  and  that  which  by  law  ho  was  au¬ 
thorized  to  issue  would  be  sufficient,  to  curry  it  on.  Such  a  cur- 
i-ono, y  wottkl  lead  to  the  conversion  of  the  notes  into  bonds,  and 
hy  this  process  the  people  would  absorb  the  national  loan  and 
enable  him  to  carry  oil  the  government,  without  any  sucrifico 
to  thorn. 

It  was  not,  strange  that  Mr.  JolTorson,  near  the  close  of  Hie 
War  of  1812,  stated  more  clearly  than  I  could  do  the  conflict 
between  local  bank  paper  and  United  States  notes.  Ilo,  who 
during  his  whole  life  was  so  mindful  of  the  rights  of  the  states, 
suicl  so  jealous  of  paper  money,  in  brief  and  terse  language  des¬ 
ignated  tho  only  way  in  which  our  country  could  carry  on  war. 
Jn  his  lettor  to  Mr,  Cooper,  dated  September  10,  1814,  just  at 
the  close  of  the  war,  he  said: 

“  Tho  blinks  liuvo  discontinued  llsimisulvcs.  \Vo  arc  now  without  sissy 
medium,  nml  necessity,  sis  well  sis  patriotism  unrl  confidence,  will  make  ns  all 
eager  to  roooivo  lrosisssry  notes,  if  founded  on  spccilio  tsixos. 
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“  Congress  may  now  borrow  of  tin?  public,  and  without  interest,  all  tlio 
monoy  they  may  want,  to  Uio  innounl  ol  a  competent  circulation,  by  imnely 
issuing  their  own  promissory  notes  of  proper  denominations  for  tho  larger 
purposes  of  circulation,  but  not  for  the  small.  Leave  that  door  open  for  tho 
onlnmee  of  metallic  money.  .  ,  .  Providence  seems,  indeed,  by  a 

special  dispensation,  to  have  put  down  for  us,  without  a  struggle,  that  very 
paper  onomy  which  tho  interest  of  our  citizens  long  since  required  ourselves 
to  put  down,  at  whatever  risk. 

“Tho  work  is  done.  The  moment  is  pregnant  with  futurity,  and  if  not 
seized  at  once  by  Congress,  1  know  not  on  what  shoal  our  bark  is  next,  to  bo 
stranded.  The  state  legislatures  should  be  immediately  urged  to  relinquish 
iho  right  of  establishing  banks  of  discount.  Most  of  thorn  will  comply,  on 
patriotic  principles,  under  (he  convictions  of  tho  moment,  and  the  non-com- 
plying  may  be  crowded  into  concurrence  by  legitimate  devices.” 

t  also  quoted  another  extract  to  show  that  this  mutter 
tilled  the  mind  of  Mr.  Jefferson.  lie  said: 

“Put  down  (ho  banks,  and  if  this  country  could  not  bo  carried  through 
tho  longost  war,  against  her  most  powerful  onomy,  without  ever  knowing  the 
want  of  a  dollar,  without  dependence  on  (ho  traitorous  classes  of  her  oitizons, 
without  bearing  hard  on  the  resources  of  tho  people,  or  loading  the  public 
with  no  indefinite  burthen  of  debt,  1  know  nothing  of  my  countrymen.  Not 
by  any  novel  project,  not  by  any  charlatanry,  but  by  ordinary  and  woll-ox- 
porioneed  moans  ;  by  tho  total  prohibition  of  all  paper  at  all  limes,  by  reason¬ 
able  taxes  in  war,  aided  by  the  nooossary  omissions  of  public  paper  of  circu¬ 
lating  size,  this  bottomed  on  special  taxes,  redeemable  annually  as  this 
special  tax  comes  in,  and  finally  within  a  moderato  period-  even  with  tho 
flood  of  private  paper  by  which  wo  were  deluged — would  (he  treasury  havo 
ventured  its  credit  in  bills  of  circulating  siz.o,  as  of  five  or  ten  dollars,  ofo., 
they  would  have  been  greedily  received  by  the  people  in  proforonou  to 
hank  paper.” 

On  tlio  26tli  of  January,  1SG3,  1  introduced  in  the  Senate  a 
bill  to  “provide  a  national  currency,  secured  by  a  pledge  of 
United  States  stocks,  and  for  tlio  circulation  and  redemption 
thereof.”  This  bill  took  the  usual  course,  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  finance,  was  reported  favorably  with  a  number 
of  amendments,  and  was  fully  debated  in  tho  Senate.  On  the 
Dth  of  February,  18G3,  a  cursory  debate  occurred  between  Mr. 
Collamer,  of  A'eruiont,  and  myself,  which  indicated  a  very 
strong  opposition  to  the  passage  of  the  banking  bill.  Various 
amendments  were  proposed  and  some  adopted.  1  became  sat¬ 
isfied  that  if  a  strong  effort  was  not  made  the  bill  would  either 
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lie  defeated  or  postponed.  T,  then,  without  preparation,  made 
a  long,  and,  as  1  think,  a  comprehensive,  speech  covering  (lie 
general  subject  and  its  principal  details.  It  was  the  only  speech 
of  considerable  length  that  was  made  in  favor  of  the  bill  in  the 
Senate.  There  seemed  to  be  a  hesitancy  in  passing  a  measure 
so  radical  in  its  character  and  so  destructive  to  the  existing 
system  of  state  banks. 

I  said  the  importance  of  the  subject  under  consideration 
demanded  a  fuller  statement  than  had  as  yet  boon  made  of 
tho  principle  and  object  of  the  bill.  It  was  the  misfortnno  of 


war  that  we  were  compelled  to  act  upon  mattorx  of  grave 
importance  without  that  mature  deliberation  that  would  lie 
secured  in  peaceful  times.  The  measure  affected  tlio  proporl  y 
of  every  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  yet  our  action  for 
good  or  evil  must  lie  concluded  within  a  few  days  or  wet'kx  of 
that  session.  AVe  wore  to  choose  betweon  a  permanent  system 
designed  to  establish  a  uniform  national  currency  hexed  upon 
the  public  credit,  limited  in  amount,  and  guarded  by  all  the 
restraints  which  the  experience  of  men  had  proved  necessary, 
and  a  system  of  paper  money  without  limit  as  to  amount, 
except  for  the  growing  necessities  of  war. 

I  narrated  the  history  of  tho  hill,  of  its  introduction  in  De¬ 
cember,  1861,  its  urgent  recommendation  by  tho  Soerelitry  of 
the  Treasury  in  two  annual  reports,  and  tho  conditions  that 
thou  demanded  immediate  action  upon  it.  I  stated  tho  then 
financial  condition  of  the  country.  Gold  was  at  a  premium  of 
between  fifty  and  sixty  per  cent,  and  wits  substantially  buiiished 
from  circulation.  We  wore  in  the  midst  of  war,  when  the  ne¬ 
cessities  of  the  government  required  ns  to  liavo  largo  sums  of 
money.  We  could  not  choose  as  to  tho  mode  in  which  wo  should 
get  that  money.  If  we  pursnod  tho  ordinary  conreo,  the  course 
that  had  been  sufficient  in  times  of  peace  to  raise  money  of 
putting  onr  bonds  into  the  market  and  selling  thorn  for  what 
they  would  bring,  it  would  be  at  a  great  sacrilico.  Wo  know 
this  from  the  history  of  other  nations  and  from  our  own  expe- 
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that  would  give  us  all  tho  aid  possible,  either  in  the  form  of 
paper  money  or  by  the  agencies  of  associated  banks.  We  know 
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Anotlier  objection  wus  that  they  were  made  the  basis  of 
state  bank  issues.  Under  the  operation  of  the  act  declaring 
United  States  notes  to  be  a  legal  tender,  thestato  lmnk  circula¬ 
tion  had  increased  from  $  1 20,000,000  to  §107,000,000.  The  banks 
sold  their  gold  at,  a  large  premium,  and  placed  in  their  vaults 
United  States  notes  with  which  to  redeem  their  own  notes. 
While  the  government  had  been  issuing  its  paper  money  some 
of  the  hanks  were  inflating  the  currency,  by  issuing  paper 
money  on  the  basis  of  United  States  money.  Illustrations  of 
this  inflation  were  given  of  existing  banks,  showing  enormous 
issues  based  upon  a  comparatively  small  amount  of  legal  teiulor 
notes.  The  issue  of  United  States  notes  by  tho  government, 
and  the  making  them  a  legal  tender,  was  made  tho  basis  of  an 
inflated  bank  circulation  in  tho  country,  and  tlioro  was  no 
way  to  check  this  except  by  uniting  the  interest  of  tho  govern¬ 
ment,  the  hanks,  and  the  people,  together,  h.y  ono  uniform  com¬ 
mon  system. 

I  said  that  during  war  local  banks  were  tho  natural  enemies 
of  a  national  currency.  They  were  in  tho  War  of  1812.  When¬ 
ever  specie  payment  was  suspended,  tho  power  to  issue  a  hank 
note  was  the  same  as  the  power  to  coin  money.  The  power 
granted  to  the  Hank  of  France  and  the  Hank  of  J'lnglund  to 
issue  circulating  notes  was  greatly  abused  dining  tho  period  of 
war.  It  was  a  power  that  ought  novor  to  bo  oxercisod  oxcopt  by 
the  government,  and  only  when  tho  stato  was  in  danger.  It  was 
the  power  to  coin  money,  because  when  a  bank  issued  its  hill 
without  the  restraint  of  specie  payments,  it  substantially 
coined  money  and  false  monoy.  This  was  a  privilogo  that  no 
nation  could  safely  surrender  to  individuals  or  banks.  Upon 
this  point  I  cited  a  number  of  authorities,  not  only  in  otir  own 
country,  but  in  Europe.  While  1  behoved  that  no  system  of 
paper  money  should  depend  upon  banks,  1  was  far  from  object¬ 
ing  to  their  agency.  They  were  useful  and  necessary  mediums 
of  exchange,  indispensable  in  all  commercial  countries.  The 
only  power  they  derived  from  corporation  not  granted  to  all 
citizens  was  to  issno  notes  as  money,  and  this  powor  was  not 
necessary  to  their  business  or  cssontial  to  their  prolit.  Thoir 
business  connected  them  with  the  currency,  and  whether  it 


should  bo  gold  or  paper  they  were  deeply  interested  in  its  credit 
anrl  value.  Was  it  not  then  possible  to  preserve  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  the  exclusive  right  to  issue  paper  money,  and  yet  not 
injuriously  affect  the  local  banks?  This  was  the  object  of 
that  bill. 

But,  it  was  asked,  why  look  at  all  to  the  interest  of  the 
banks,  why  not  directly  issue  the  notes  of  the  government, 
and  thus  save  to  the  people  the  interest  on  the  debt  repre¬ 
sented  by  the  notes  in  circulation?  The  only  answer  to 
this  was  that  history  taught  ns  that  the  public  faith  of  a 
nation  alone  is  not  sufficient  to  maintain  a  papor  currency. 
There  must  bo  a  combination  between  the  interests  of  private 
individuals  and  the  government.  Our  revolutionary  currency, 
continental  money,  depreciated  until  it  became  worthless. 
The  assignatsof  France,  issued  during  her  revolutionary  period, 
shared  the  same  fate.  Other  Unvopean  countries  which  relied 
upon  government  nionoy  alone  had  a  similar  experience.  An 
excessivo  issue  of  paper  money  by  the  government  would  pro¬ 
duce  bankruptcy  and  repudiation,  not  only  of  the  notes  issued, 
but  of  bonds  also.  The  government  of  the  United  States  had 
in  circulation  nearly  §400,000,000  United  States  notes.  Wo 
had  a  bank  circulation  of  §100,000,000.  If  we  increased  our 
circulation,  as  was  then  proposed,  it  would  creato  an  inflation 
that  would  evidently  lead  to  the  derangement,  of  all  business 
affairs  in  the  country.  Whatever  might  bo  t.lio  hazards,  we 
had  to  check  this  over  expansion  and  over  issue.  If  a  further 
issue  of  United  States  notes  were  authorized,  it  would  he  at 
once  followed  by  the  issue  of  more  hank  paper,  and  then  we 
would  have  the  wildest  speculation.  Hitherto  the  inflation 
had  not  extended  to  many  articles.  Ileal  estate  had  not  been 
much  affected  by  it. 

The  question  then  occurred  whether  the  hank  hill  proposed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  introduced  by  me  into 
the  Senate,  would  tend  to  secure  a  national  currency  beyond 
the  danger  of  inflation.  This,  the  principal  question  involved, 
was  discussed  at  length.  T  contended  that  the  notes  issued 
would  be  convertible  into  United  States  notes  while  tho  war 
lasted,  and  afterwards  into  coin ;  that  the  currency  would  he 
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uniform,  of  univer.sEil  credit  in  every  part  of  tho  (  Milled  Stales, 
while  the  bank  hills,  which  it  would  supersede,  were  cnvvonf 
only  in  the  states  in  which  they  were  issued.  It  would  furnish 
a  market  for  our  bonds  by  requiring  them  to  he  hold  us  tho  se¬ 
curity  for  hank  notes,  and  thus  advance  the  vuluo  of  the  bonds. 
The  state  hank  bills  would  he  withdrawn,  and  the  stale  hanks 
would  he  converted  into  national  hanks  with  severe  restrictions 
as  to  the  amount  of  notes  issued,  and  these  only  issued  to  them 
by  the  general  government  upon  amplo  security.  Tho  similar¬ 
ity  of  notes  all  over  the  United  States  would  give  them  a  wider 
circulation.  1  insisted  that  the  passage  of  the  bill  would  pro¬ 
mote  a  sentiment  of  nationality. 

The  policy  of  this  country  ought  to  he  lo  make  everything 
national  as  far  as  possible.  If  we  were  dependent  cm  (ho  United 
States  for  a  currency  and  a  medium  of  exchange,  wo  would  have 
a  broader  and  move  prosperous  nationality.  Tho  want  of  such 
nationality,  T  then  declared,  was  one  of  the  great  evils  of  l.lio 
times;  and  it  was  that  principle  of  state  rights,  (lmt  had  sonl  i- 
meut  that  had  elevated  slate  authority  uhovo  tho  groat  nu- 
lional  authority,  that  lmd  been  the  main  instrument  by  which 
onr  government  was  sought  to  bo  overthrown.  Another  im¬ 
portant  advantage  the  hanks  would  dcrivo  from  this  system,  I 
urged,  would  bo  that  their  notes  would  bo  guarded  against  all 
frauds  and  all  alterations.  There  would  bo  hut  livo  or  six- 
kinds  of  notes  in  the  United  Slides,  instead  of  tho  great  diver¬ 
sity  there  was  then.  In  18(i2  the  number  of  banks  oxisting 
was  1,500,  and  tho  number  whoso  notes  wero  not  oountoiToited 
was  253.  Tlie  number  of  kinds  of  “imitations”  was  I, Hill, 
The  number  of  kinds  of  “alterations”  was  3,039.  The  number 
of  kinds  of  “spurious”  was  1,1185.  This  was  tho  kind  of  cur¬ 
rency  that  was  proposed  to  be  superseded.  Undor  tho  now 
system,  tho  hanks  would  lie  relieved  from  all  this  difficulty. 

Otlior  advantages  to  the  banks  would  ho  that  they  might  lie- 
come  depositories  of  tho  public  money,  that  their  not  ck,  being 
amply  secured,  would  bo  rccoived  in  all  payments  duo  to  or 
from  the  United  States,  while  the  notes  of  tho  stato  hanks  could 
not  lie  so  received,  as  they  were  dishonored  and  disgraced  from 
tho  beginning,  being  rofused  by  the  national  government. 


This  is  an  imperfect  view  of  the  question  as  it  was  then 
presented  to  my  mind.  I  knew  t.lio  vote  upon  the  passage  of 
the  bill  would  be  doubtful.  The  New  England  Senators,  as  a 
rule,  voted  for  the  bill,  but  Seuators  Collamer  and  Foote  had 
taken  decided  grounds  against  it,  and  it  was  believed  that  Mr. 
Anthony  and  his  colleague  would  do  likewise.  I  informed 
Secretary  Chase  of  my  doubt  as  to  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and 
especially  whether  Mr.  Anthony  would  vote  for  it;  without  his 
vote  T  did  not  think  it  would  pass.  Mr.  Chase,  called  at  tho 
Senate  and  had  an  int  erview  with  Mr.  Anthony,  in  my  prosence, 
in  which  he  urged  him  strongly,  on  national  grounds,  to  vote 
for  tho  bill,  without  regard  to  local  interests  in  his  own  state, 
[[is  remarks  made  an  impression  upon  Mr.  Anthony  who 
dually  exclaimed  that  he  believed  it  to  be  Ills  duty  to  vote  for 
the  bill,  although  it  would  be  tho  end  of  his  political  career. 
When  tile  vote  was  taken  his  name  was  the  first  recorded  in 
favor  of  the  bill.  It  passed  by  a  vole  of  23  yeas  and  21  nays,  so 
that  I  was  entirely  correct,  that  if  lie  had  voted  against  tho  bill 
it  would  have  been  defeated  by  a  tie  vote. 

These  two  measures,  the  absorption  of  the  state  banks,  and 
the  establishment  of  the  system  of  national  hanks,  taken  in 
connection  with  the  legal  tender  act,  were  the  most  important 
financial  measures  of  the  war,  and,  tested  by  time,  bavo  fully 
realized  the  anticipations  and  confident  assurance  of  their 
authors. 

This  system  of  national  bunks  has  furnished  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States  a  currency  combining  the  national  faith 
with  the  private  stock  and  private  credit  of  individuals.  They 
have  a  currency  that  is  safe,  uniform,  and  convertible.  Not 
one  dollar  of  the  notes  issued  by  national  banks  has  been  lost 
by  any  person  through  tho  lailure  of  a  bunk.  We  have  a 
currency  limited  in  amount,  restrained  and  governed  by  law, 
checked  by  the  power  of  visitation  and  by  the  limitation  of 
liabilities,  safe,  uniform,  and  convertible  in  every  part  of  tho 
country.  Every  one  of  these  conditions  prophesied  by  me  has 
been  literally  realized. 

Next  in  importance  to  a  national  currency  was  the  problem 
of  the  public  debt.  The  issue  of  §00,000,000,  demand  notes, 
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authorized  in  1801,  was  a  forced  expedient  to  meet  immediate 
demands.  A  prudent  man,  engaged  in  business,  would  not  bor¬ 
row  money  payablo  on  call  unless  be  bad  securities  wbicli  be 
could  immediately  convert  into  money.  Sucb  liabilities  are 
proper  in  n  stock  exchange  or  in  a  gambling  operation,  to  lie 
settled  by  the  receipt  or  payment  of  balances  on  the  rise  or 
fall  in  the  market,  of  stocks  or  produce.  These  demand  notes 
gave  Secretary  Chase  more  trouble  than  any  oilier  security, 
and  they  wore  finally  absorbed  in  the  payment,  of  customs 
duties. 

Oh  the  17th  of  July,  18(11,  Congress  authorized  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  t.ho  'Treasury  to  borrow,  on  the  credit  of  the  United 
States,  within  twelve  months,  $250,000,(100,  fur  which  lie  was 
authorized  to  issue  bunds,  coupon  or  registcrod;  or  treasury 
notos,  (  lie  bonds  to  hoar  interest,  not  exceeding  seven  per  cent., 
payable  soiui-annually,  irredeemable  for  twenty  years.  'The 
treasury  notes  were  to  lie,  of  any  denominalioiis  lixed  by  the 
Secretary  of  I  ho  Treasury,  not  less  than  lift,}'  dollars,  and  to  ho 
payable  I lireo  years  after  dale,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of 
.seven  and  threo-tenl.hs  per  eenl.  por  annum,  payable , semi-annu¬ 
ally.  lie  was  also  authorized  to  issue,  in  exchange  for  coin, 
us  a  part,  of  till)  loan  of  $25(1,(100,001),  treasury  notes  payablo 
nil  demand,  already  referred  to,  or  treasury  notes  hearing 
intorcst  at  tho  ralo  of  three  and  sixty-tivo  hundredths  per 
cont.  por  annum,  and  payable  in  one  year  from  date  ami  ex¬ 
changeable  at  any  t,imo  for  treasury  notes  of  fifty  dollars  ami 
upwards.  These  forms  of  security  wore  the  most  burdensome 
that  were  issued  by  the  government,  during  the  war.  'The 
torms  of  those  securities  were  somewhat  nllered  by  the  act 
approved  August  5,  1 8(5 1 . 

'Those  laws  woro  superseded  by  flic  act.  of  Kolmiary  2H,  18ti2, 
which  may  ho  regarded  ns  t.ho.  most,  important  loan  law  passed 
during  tlio  war.  It  authorized  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
issue,  on  tho  credit  of  the  United  States,  $150,0(10,(1(1(1  of  United 
States  notes,  commonly  called  green  bucks,  already  described. 
Of  t.hcso,  $50, 00(1, 00(1  wore  to  lie  in  lien  of  the  demand  treasury 
notes  authorized  to  ho  issued  by  I, lie  act.  of  July,  I  SOI,  abuvo  re¬ 
ferred  to.  It  also  authorized  tho  Secretary  of  tho  Treasury  to 


issue  $500,000,000  of  coupon,  or  registered,  bonds,  redoomable  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  United  States  after  fivo  years,  and  payable 
twenty  years  from  date,  bearing  interost  at  the  rate  of  six  per 
cent,  per  annum,  payable  semi-annually.  These  are  what  were 
known  as  the  5-20  bonds.  In  reference  to  these  securities,  Sec¬ 
retary  Chase,  in  his  report  of  December  4,  J SGtJ,  said: 

“Tlinsy  measures  have  worked  well.  Their  results  more  than  fuliillod 
the  anticipations  of  the  secretary.  Tile  rapid  sale  of  the  bonds,  aided  by 
the  issue  of  Uniter!  States  notes,  furnished  the  means  necessary  for  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  war  during  that  year." 

On  the  3rd  of  March,  1803,  the  Secretary  of  tho  Treasury  was 
authorized  to  borrow,  from  time  to  time,  on  the  credit  of  the 
United  States,  a  sum  not  exceeding  $1100,000,000  for  the  current 
fiscal  year,  and  $000,000,000  for  the  next  fiscal  year,  payable,  in 
coin,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  government,  after  such  periods  as 
may  be  fixed  by  the  secretary,  not  less  than  ten,  or  more  than 
forty,  years  from  date.  These  bonds,  known  as  the  10-40’s, 
bearing  five  per  cent,  interest,  were  exempt  from  taxation  by 
or  under  state  or  municipal  authority.  This  act  also  provided 
for  the  issue  of  a  large  increase  of  non-interest  bearing  treasury 
notes,  which  were  made  lawful  money  and  a  legal  tendor  in 
payment  of  all  dobts,  public  or  private,  within  the  United 
States,  except  for  duties  on  imported  goods  uud  interest,  on  t lie 
public  debt.  Additional  10-40  bonds  were  authorized  by  the 
act  of  June  30,  18G4.  lint  it  may  be  said  that  the  5-20  and  JO- 
40  bonds  became  the  well-known,  recognized  securities  of  tho 
United  States,  the  salo  of  which  at  par,  in  connection  with  the 
treasury  notes  of  different  forms,  furnished  the  United  Slates 
the  money  to  carry  on  tho  war.  In  tho  sale  of  these  securities 
the  secretary  was  actively  assisted  by  the  hanks  and  bankers 
of  tho  United  States,  and  especially  by  Jay  Cooke,  who  was  the 
most  effective  agent  of  the  government,  in  the  sale  of  5-20 
bonds. 

Secretary  Chase,  in  his  report  of  December  JO,  18(13,  dis¬ 
cussed  at  length  the  objects  to  be  kept  studiously  in  view  in 
the  creation  of  debt  by  negotiations  of  loans  or  otherwise:  hirst, 
luoderato  interest;  second,  general  distribution;  third,  future 
controllability;  and,  fourth,  incidental  utility. 
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The  first,  loans  were  made  open  the  extravagant  rate  of  in¬ 
terest  of  seven  and  tlirco-tonths  per  cent.  The  reason  for  this 
was  the  fact  that  there  was  no  currency  the  secretary  could 
receive  in  exchange  for  bonds.  As  already  stated,  specie  pay¬ 
ments  wero  suspended  by  llio  banks  December  31,  1861 .  He 
was  forbidden  by  law  to  receive  bank  bills,  and  be  knew  that, 
Congress  would  not  and  ought,  not,  to  repeal  this  law.  After  such 
suspension  coin  was  scarce  and  diflicult  to  obtain.  Afterwards, 
when  the  legal  tender  notes  were  authorized  and  issued,  ho 
sold  liia  bonds  bearing  six  per  cont.  interest  at  par  for  notes, 
but  those  notes  bad  already  largely  depreciated  compared  with 
coin.  Still,  thoy  were  money,  readily  taken  for  all  supplies, 
and  onablcd  liim  to  soil  securities  miming  a  shorter  period. 
A  diversity  of  securities  maturing  at  different  times  woro  ex¬ 
changed  for  notes,  and  finally  he  was  able  to  soil  five  per  cent, 
bonds  at  par,  so  that,  on  the  30th  of  September,  1803,  two 
months  previous  to  his  roport,  securities  and  notes  then  out¬ 
standing  amounted  to  $1,222,113,009.  The  first  bonds  wero  ir- 
rodconinblo  for  twenty  years.  The  second  bonds  were  redeem¬ 
able  in  live,  but  payable  in  twenty,  years.  'The  third  bonds, 
bearing  live  per  cent,  interest,  wero  redeemable  after  ton  years. 
It  will  bo  perceived  that  under  this  arrangement  the  rate  of 
interest  on  securities  issnod  was  constantly  reduced.  The 
notes  received  in  payment  of  bonds  depreciated  or  advanced  in 
sympathy  with  the  progress  of  our  armies  and  the  prospects  of 
success.  The  general  pnrposc  was  to  secure  as  low  a  rate  of  in- 
lorcst  as  possible,  to  distribute  the  securities  among  the  largest 
number  of  persons  possible,  to  provide  the  best  mode,  timo  and 
forms  for  redemption,  and  to  put  the  securities  in  such  form  as 
to  bo  used  as  a  currency.  No  one  can  question  the  wisdom  of 
the  management  of  the  public  debt  by  Secretary  Chase. 

The  origin  and  development  of  the  present  system  of  inter¬ 
nal  taxes  must  be  interesting  to  every  student  of  finance.  The 
policy  of  the  government  had  been  to  coniine,  as  far  as  possi bio, 
national  taxes  to  duties  on  imports,  and,  in  ordinary  times, 
this  source  of  revenue,  exclusively  vested  in  the  United  States, 
together  with  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  public  lands,  was 
ample  to  defray  the  current  expenses  of  the  government. 


During  and  shortly  after  tlio  War  of  1812  resort  was  Imd  to 
direct  taxes  apportioned  among  the  stales  respectively,  and  to 
internal  taxes  authorized  by  the  constitution  under  the  name  of 
excises,  but  the  necessities  of  the  treasury  becoming  more 
urgent,  and  the  reliance  on  the  public  credit  becoming  move 
hazardous,  Congress,  at  the  special  session  which  convoned  in 
May,  18111,  determined  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  system  of 
internal  revenue,  seloctiug  in  particular  those  subjects  of  taxa¬ 
tion  which  would  be  least  burdensome.  These  taxes  wore  at 
first  limited  to  one  year,  lmt.  were  extended  from  time  to  time, 
so  that  they  acquired  the  name  of  “wartaxos.”  A  direct,  tax 
of  $8,000,000  was  laid  upon  the  United  States,  and  apportioned 
among  the  states  respectively  fur  the  year  1814.  Taxes  wore 
imposed  on  sugar  rolinod  in  the  United  States,  on  carriages,  on 
licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors,  and  other  forms  of 
internal  prodnetion.  It  was  estimated  that,  the  internal  taxes 
and  tlio  direct  tax  would  yield  $8,500,000.  For  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  80,  1810,  internal  taxes  yielded  $0,!)G3, 0(1(1.  In  1810 
they  yiolded  §4,514)6,000.  hi  1817  they  yielded  $2, 070,000,  after 
which  there  was  no  revenue  from  internal  taxes  except,  from 
the  collection  of  arrears,  amounting  in  1818  to  $1)47,1)40,  tlio 
law  providing  for  such  taxes  having  ox  pi  red  by  limitation.  A 
comparison  botweon  the  receipts  from  this  source  then  and  the 
receipts  subsequently  derived  from  internal  revenuo,  is  a  sig- 
n  ill  cant  indication  of  the  ilillorencc  in  population  and  wealth 
between  1812  ami  1802. 

When  the  Civil  War  commenced  and  tlio  necossity  of  a  largo 
increase  of  revenuo  bociuno  apparent,  Socrotary  (Jlmse,  in  his 
report  to  Congress  of  the  date  of  July  4,  18(11,  called  attention 
to  the  necessity  of  provision  for  a  gradual  i ue. rouse  in  the  rev¬ 
enue  to  maintain  the  public  credit,  and  to  meet,  the  current 
demands.  His  recommendation  as  to  internal  taxes  has  already 
been  referred  to.  The  act  of  August,  5,  18B1,  previously  men¬ 
tioned,  leviod  a  direct,  tax  of  $20,110(1,0(1(1  and  an  iiicomo  tax. 
This  act  proved  to  bo  a  crude  and  imperfect  measure,  and  it 
was  modi  lied  or  superseded  by  the  act  of  July  1,  1802.  This 
act,  carefully  framed,  was  tlio  basis  of  tlio  presonl,  systom  of 
internal  revenue.  It  created  a  now  oflice  in  the  treasury 


department,  to  be  called  tlie  office  of  commissioner  of  internal 
revenue.  No  loss  than  thirteen  acts  of  Congress  were  passed 
prior  to  August  1,  1SGG,  enlarging  and  defining  the  dutios  of 
the  office,  and  prescribing  the  taxes  imposed  by  these  soveral 
laws.  When  this  act  was  first  framed  wo  anticipated  much 
greater  difficulties  in  the  collection  of  the  tax  than  actually 
occurred.  We  had  doubts  whether  the  taxation  imposed  by 
this  law  would  be  patiently  submitted  to  by  our  constituents, 
but  these  misgivings  soon  disappeared  and  the  taxes  imposed 
by  that  act  were  cheerfully  and  promptly  paid.  I  gave  to  the 
study  and  consideration  of  this  act,  and  the  various  amendatory 
acts,  a  largo  portion  of  my  time.  At  the  end  of  the  war  internal 
taxes  were  cheerfully  paid  by  the  people,  and  yielded  far  moro 
revenue  to  the  government,  than  the  customs  duties  and  all 
other  sources  of  revenue  combined. 

The  receipts  from  internal  revenue  for  the  first  four  years 


under  this  law  were  ns  follows : 

For  llio  your  muling  Juno  80,  1803 .  $37,040,787 

For  llio  year  ondiog  Jooe  80,  1804 .  117,145,748 

For  llie  your  oodiog  Juoo  30,  1805 .  211,120,529 

For  llio  ypnr  ondiug  Juno  80,  1800 .  310,000,984 


Those  taxes  were  mainly  upon  spirits,  tobacco  and  beer, 
but  they  also  included  stamp  taxes  of  various  kinds,  special 
taxes  on  particular  industries,  and  income  taxes,  so  that  prac¬ 
tically  nearly  all  forms  of  domestic  manufactures  were  subject, 
to  a  greater  or  less  tax,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  arliclo. 
So  swooping  were  the  provisions  that  it  was  frequently  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  joke  as  well  as  comment. 

Some  one  remarked  to  Senator  Collamer  that,  everything  was 
taxed  except  coffins.  Ho  rejoined:  “  Don’t  say  that  to  Sherman 
or  he  will  have  them  on  the  tax  list  before  night, !” 

The  general  prosperity  that  existed  during  the  war  under 
such  a  burden  of  taxation  was  frequently  a  matter  of  surprise. 
The  truth  is  that  all  productive  industries  wore  activo  because 
of  the  enormous  domaml  made  by  the  army  for  supplies  of  all 
kinds,  and  everyone  who  was  willing  to  work  could  find  plenty 
of  employment.  The  depreciation  of  the  currency  caused  by 
the  war  did  not  embarrass  anyone,  as  the  interest  on  securities 
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was  promptly  paid  in  coin,  ami  greenbacks  wore  Hie  favorite 
tmrroncy  of  the  people.  The  people  did  not.  .stop  to  inquire  the 
causes  of  the  nominal  advance  in  prices  ;  they  only  knew 
that  the  United  States  note  was  cheerfully  received  in  every 
part  of  the  United  States  as  the  current  money  of  the  country. 
At  the  beginning  the  tax  on  whisky  was  ‘dll  cents  per  gallon,  hut 
it  was  gradually  increased  until  it  reached  82  a  gallon,  when 
frauds  and  illicit  distilling  became  serious  evils.  The  tax  was 
then  reduced  to  1)0  cents  a  gallon. 

When  T  became  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  1  was  impressed 
with  the  magnitude  of  illicit  distilling,  oven  after  the  rate  was 
reduced.  At  that  t.inio  several  hundred  men,  mostly  in  the 
mountain  regions  of  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  wore  under 
arrost,  for  violation  of  the  laws  against  illicit  distilling.  A  del¬ 
egation  of  them,  accompanied  by  Senator  Hansom,  appeared 
before  mo,  and  I  hoard  their  apologies  for  distilling,  and  (heir 
complaints  against  tlio  olliccrs.  Wo  entered  into  a  formal  en¬ 
gagement  by  which  they  agreed  to  stop  illicit  distilling  upon 
condition  that  tlioy  should  lie  relieved  of  punishment  for  their 
past  acts,  and,  so  far  as  1  could  learn,  they  substantially  observed 
their  obligation.  As  a  rule,  thoy  were  rough  mountaineers  who 
regarded  whisky  as  a  prime  necessity  of  life,  and  thought  they 
ought  to  ho  allowed  to  convert,  their  grain  into  something 
hotter. 

As  the  nocessity  for  excessive  taxation  diminished  after  the 
war  was  over,  taxes  oil  various  arliclos  wore  gradually  repealed, 
until,  in  1894,  they  consisted  of  practically  four  items,  spirits, 
tobacco,  fermented  liquors,  ami  oleomargarine.  Those  are  tlio 
figures  for  two  years : 


Objects  of  Taxation. 

umling  June  III)  - 

18M.  1 

1S1M. 

ttpirits . 

Tobacco . 

•81, HSU, 7 1 1,7-1 

2,3.017,808.02 

KcrmenLotl  Liquors . 

.12, M  8,033.07 

fl  I  ,-IM  ,789.0-1 

Oleomargarine . 1 

LtTKui-ia.riG 

l,723,-nu.U(i 
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In  respect  to  tlieso  taxes,  Unit,  on  oleomargarine  was  not  in¬ 
tended  as,  nor  is  it,  a  very  material  revenue  tax.  The  purpose 
was  especially  to  prevent  the  fraudulent  imitation  of  butter  by 
using  an  extract  of  beef.  The  tax  on  spirits,  tobacco  anti  beer 
ought  to  be  retained  as  the  best  objects  of  taxation  either  of 
domestic  or  imported  goods.  Neither  of  these  is  an  article  of 
necessity,  but  all  are  used  purely  to  gratify  an  appetite,  in 
many  cases  indulged  to  excess. 

All  civilized  nations  have  come  to  regard  these  articles  as 
the  best  subjects  of  taxation.  To  the  extent  that  whisky  is 
used  as  a  boverage  it  is  hurtful  in  its  influence  upon  the  indi¬ 
vidual  and  upon  society  at  large.  It  is  the  cause  of  innumer¬ 
able  crimes,  of  poverty  and  distress  in  the  family  and  home. 
Still,  it  is  an  appolito  that  will  be  gratified,  however  severe 
may  be  the  laws  against,  its  use,  and  while  this  habit  oxists  the 
tax  upon  whisky,  by  limiting  the  quantity  consumed,  is  benefi¬ 
cial  to  society  at  large.  It  is  true  that  alcohol,  the  base  of 
whisky,  is  useful  in  t, lie  arts  and  in  the  preparation  of  medi¬ 
cines  and  vinegar,  if  some  feasible  plan  could  be  proscribed 
by  which  alcohol  or  spirits  Unis  used  could  be  freed  from  tax,  it 
would  be  right  to  exempt  it,  but  no  such  plan  lias  been  found 
that  includes  security  against  frauds  being  practiced  to  evade 
the  tax  on  whisky.  The  tax  on  tobacco  and  cigars  is  a  moder¬ 
ate  one,  but  the  consumption  of  them  is  far  less  dangerous 
than  of  spirits  in  their  iiifinonco  upon  society.  The  tax  on  the 
cheaper  Form  of  tobacco  and  cigars  is  comparatively  small  and 
does  not  add  materially  to  the  cost,  of  tobacco  in  any  of  its 
forms.  No  complaint  is  made  of  it.  Its  consumption  is  so 
general  that  the  tax  is  fairly  distributed  and  falls  mainly  upon 
the  richer  classes,  as  the  tax  is  increased  in  proportion  to  the 
value  of  the  tobacco.  Beer,  a  beverage  of  almost  universal  use, 
yields  the  large  sum  of  $30,000,000  a  year,  at  the  rate  of  one 
dollar  a  barrel.  This  does  not,  cause  a  preemptible  increase  of 
the  cost  to  the  consumer,  but  rather  tends  to  maintain  the 
good  quality  of  beer  by  the  surveillance  of  the  officers  of  in¬ 
ternal  revenuo.  No  general  complaint,  1ms  been  made  of 
this  tax.  All  internal  taxes  are  collected  at  less  cost  than  any 
other  form  of  taxation  devised,  and  should  bo  maintained 
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ns  long  sis  I  ho  expenses  jjjniwin^  mil  nf  I  lie  war  shall  remain 
mi  pit  i'l. 

Tim  pul  ienre  and  o\  eu  ioimTu l uivss  w i 1 1 1  which  ihn  people 
of  I  lio  l ’nil  ci  I  Slulcs  snl  hi  til  I  cil  In  ( his  severe  IumlI  inn  nit  I  heir 
(liiiiii'slic  ]in mI url  ions,  was  u  m n 1 1  nr  nf  Mil-prise,  uni  only  unnmd 
niir  own  people,  Imi  in  Kumpenn  rnmihies.  hi  |Hh7,  areont 
imiiii’il  hy  Mr.  Adams,  mtr  minisler  In  Kn^hmd.  I  Imd  Hie  pleim 
urn  of  hreiih  fu*d  inp  \\  i I  It  .M  r.  1 1  hid'd  one  u  1  liis  olliriul  rr  ddeneo, 
mill  ho  referred  in  Iho  case  wilh  whirli  wo  rolhrled,  wtlhtnil 
eoinphihd ,  ln\es  sn  hurdenmnno  as  oars  I  lien  w  r»e.  I  le  imhetl 
imp  if  il  was  I  rue  I  Itnl  we  miloi'lctl  S|, linn, mill  ;iniinall\  Imm  n 
I  it  \  mi  inalrln1-.  I  (old  him  Hint  no  not  only  did  ‘*i  Iml  Ih.tl  1 
Inul  never  he. ml  a  until  of  n>iiiphiinl(  nml  lln*  <pmhli  nf 
mutches  \ue.  \irdl\  impioved  while  Iheir  pure  \%.i-  uctuuUv 
reduced.  lie  threw  up  hi*  liainp.  nml  n i« [  lli.il  die  people  uf 
Ihi^hiiMl  wntihl  mil.  milmiit  In  aneli  I  it  \  nml  if  uuy  miuidiv 
wunhl  projniM*  il,  il  wniihl  seam  lit*  nut  of  power,  Slian^e  Pi 
say  an  nduiinrdvaliuu  uf  whirli  Mv.  UhuMuiie  ivm  ul  (he  head 
did  Hnhsot|iu»ul  l.v  propose  surh  it  ia\,  huf  il  uiim  no  Mwendy 
nmiigimd  f Iml  il  was  ul  mire  uhiiudoiird. 

Tin*  iitrome  lit\,  varied  somewhat  in  terms  fnnii  \eiir  In 
year,  ruuliniieit  in  haft*  tutlil  IsTn,  when  il  was  prupteed  Itt  ie 
penl  il-  as  nil  lunger  iierrssni  y.  |l\  |  he  terms  of  (lie  Iheii  e\i”! 
inj^  law  it.  expired  in  l sV‘J.  I  uiynl  as  si  nm^ly  as  I  eonhl  il  • 
relent  inil  111-  leiC-l  uni  il  I  lie  f  ime  e  \  pil  ed,  tail-  il  \\  ii  >  l  epeuleil 
I  (hell  helievetl,  ami  imW  lietmie,  I  hut  a  mmleiule  niruon*  tax, 
levidl  UN  all  iiieoiues  liimve  llle  -o  I  ill  of  Si, Him,  to'  ulinie  a  inn 
(hal  w  ill  Mipplv  I  he  uhlimnv  wunl  .  of  an  u\eia}'e  fiuinh  m 
I  he  lliil  eil  Stale  >  with  the  un*i-.  <;t  i  ies  of  life,  .liuti Id  he  hw  n-d, 
(n  he  suspended,  imwmra’d  or  diiuiui  died,  fioiti  vr.it  In  \».u, 
nrronliii)4  In  I  lie  r  \ipmieies  of  I  he  pul  die  ‘>en  in*  Ini  In*  pi 
eul  eoitdil  ion  of  nlTan,  1  dniild  I  he  expedient'!  id  *  ueli  a  tax. 
especially  in  view  of  |  he  dee  i  ami  of  the  So  pi  vine  limil  nf  the 
I’lliled  Slules  leeeiilU  nmdered 

The  disl  i  net  imi  made  hy  I  hal  rum  I  hel  w  een  ineuiie  .  ft  uni 
real-  of  land  and  oilier  iunmii'i  ivue  uaiiuw  and  h  rlimnd 
A  I  n\  upon  I  he  titlin’  of  land  i  a  diierl  las,  and  uni  I  l< 
appnll  imied  aiming  (lie  slulet  iirrnldinp.  In  pupohil|u<i,  hoi  i< 
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does  not  follow  that  a  tax  on  income  from  land  is  a  direct  tax. 
An  income  means  that  gain  which  results  from  business,  or 
property,  of  any  bind,  from  the  proceeds  of  a  farm,  the  profits 
derived  from  trade  and  commerce,  and  from  any  occupation  or 
investment,.  In  common  language  the  word  income  applies  to 
money  received  from  any  source.  Ft  may  bo  qualified  as  gross 
income  and  net.  income.  It  may  be  limited  by  words  dolining 
t.hc  source  of  the  income,  as,  from  land,  merchandise  or  hank¬ 
ing,  but,  in  it.s  general  sense,  it- means  gross  savings  from  all 
sources.  When  received  in  money  it  is  an  income  and  not 
until  then.  An  income  tax  was  paid,  and  cheerfully  paid,  by 
American  citizens  during  and  since  the  war,  in  vast  sums,  and 
it  did  not  occur  to  citizen,  lawyer  or  judge  that  the  con¬ 
stitution  of  tl\e  United  States  made  a  distinction  between 
incomes  from  rents  and  income  from  notes  or  bonds.  The 
states  tax  both  land  and  bonds.  Why  may  not  the  United 
States  tax  income  from  each  alike?  Many  of  the  largest 
incomes  in  tho  United  States  are  derived  from  rents.  To 
except  them  by  technical  reasoning  from  a  general  tax  on 
incomes  will  tend  to  disparage  tho  Supreme  Court  among 
"plain  people.”  if  incomes  from  routs  must  be  exempted,  then 
no  income  tax  ought  to  be  assessed.  This  decision,  if  adhored 
to,  may  cripple  the  government  in  times  (if  emergency.  Jf 
made  when  the  income  tax  was  first  imposed,  it  would  have 
reduced  the  national  revenue  $347,000,000,  for  no  income  tax 
would  have  been  enacted  if  rents  were  excluded  from  taxable 
incomes. 

1  do  not  propose  to  narrate  the  numerous  internal  revenue 
laws,  which  have  been  enacted  and  modified  at  every  session 
of  Congress  since  18GJ,  or  the  innumerable  objects  of  taxation 
embraced  in  them,  for  such  a  uarrativc  would  fill  too  much 
space.  Tlie  discussion  of  these  laws  occupied  a  largo  portion 
of  tlie  time  of  Congress.  The  articles  or  productions  subject 
to  taxation  included  for  a  time  nearly  everything  for  the  use 
of  man.  1  trust  the  time  is  far  distant  when  such  sweeping 
internal  taxation  will  bo  required  again,  but  if  it  should  come, 
the  Congress  of  that  day  can  find  in  our  experience  resources 
more  bountiful  than  Aladdin’s  lamp. 
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Direct  taxes,  to  bo  apportioned  among  tlie  states,  are  not 
likely  to  be  again  assessed  after  the  experience  wo  lnid  as  to 
the  last  direct  tax.  Besides  the  difficulty  of  collecting  it,  there 
is  the  palpable  objection  that  it  is  an  unequal,  and  therefore 
an  unjust,  tax.  New  states,  and  especially  agricultural  states, 
have  not  the  same  ability  to  pay  direct  taxes  as  older  commer¬ 
cial  and  manufacturing  states,  having  within  them  great  cities 
with  accumulated  wealth,  in  the  form  of  stocks,  bonds  and 
patents. 

The  office  of  commissioner  of  internal  revenue  has  fortu¬ 
nately  been  filled,  as  a  rule,  by  gentlemen  of  standing  and  char¬ 
acter  of  a  high  order  of  intelligence,  and  their  work  has  been 
of  a  great  service  to  the  United  States.  This  important  bureau 
ought  to  be,  and  no  doubt  will  be,  retained  as  a  part  of  the  or¬ 
ganized  machinery  of  the  government,  and  the  taxes  collected 
hy  it  will  be  necessary  as  long  as  our  public  debt  remains,  and 
until  the  list  of  pensioners  will  be  obliterated  by  the  baud  of 
time. 


CHAPTKU  XTV. 

Lincoln’s  Kmanoiimtion  J’uoolamation. 

Slavery  in  \lu*  DiHlricI  of  ColninNa  Aliolihlutl  -  Lmv  Cm*  lulu  Kffccl.  mi  April 
10,  IJc-KinninK  trf  Uio  Kml  of  Shivery- MiliLir.v  Muimuivu  in  DuiiKt-iw 

lo  Curry  on  (lie  Wui—  llouponwi  Co  Che  IVHiiletil’u  Cull—  henelleiul  Kfin'ln 
of  l he  ConflHCuUon  Act— Viwiln  lo  Solilicru’  Cnmpn— ILiherL  S.  ({rnnger 
u«  u  Cook  — I  low  I  Cnino  lo  Pui'ulmm*  n  W'lmhiuKlon  Ui'Hulunni— 
limreiirto  of  OomponwiiUon  lo  SounCorH  mul  Meiuherrt  mul  ll« 

Kffeol — K.xiiitciiionl  hi  Ohio  Over  Vnlhuiiliulmiu’H  Ar* 
rwt—  News  of  iho  Fall  of  VioliKlniru'  anil  Defeat,  of 
Lon  at  (H'll.yahnrft'— John  Brmiuli  Kieeinl  Oov- 
oruor  of  Ohin-IC*  Kfieel  on  Iho  Hhih\ 

AN0TH1CK  question  of  grave  politic, ill  significance  was 
presented  to  the  87th  Congress  early  in  this  session, 
that  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  tho  District  of  Co¬ 
lumbia.  1  had  from  the  beginning  declared  my  opposi¬ 
tion  to  any  interference  with  slavery  in  tho  District,  but  the 
changed  condition  of  the  country  demanded  a  change  of  public, 
policy  in  this  respect.  Slavery  was  made  tho  pretext  for,  and, 

I  boliove,  was,  the  real  cause  of  tho  war.  It  hart  a  fool  hold  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  hut  it  oxisl.cd  there  in  its  mildest 
form.  By  tho  census  of  181S0  there  were,  in  tho  District  of  Co¬ 
lumbia,  11,107  free  negroes,  8,181  slaves,  and  (10,785  white  puo- 
plo.  It  was  considered  the  paradise  of  free  negroes,  whore 
they  wore  almost  exclusively  employed  as  laborers  in  house¬ 
hold  service. 

When  tho  war  broko  oat  a  considerable  number  of  slaves 
ran  away  from  disloyal  masters  in  Virginia  and  Maryland, 
seeking  safety  within  oar  lines  and  finding  employment  in  tho 
District  of  Columbia.  As  the  war  approached,  most  of  the 
slaves  in  tho  District  wore  carried  away  by  their  ownors  into 
Virginia,  and  other  southern  states,  so  that  in  1802  it  was  esti¬ 
mated  there  were  not  aioro  than  1,500,  and  probably  not 
1,000,  slaves  in  the  District,  while  tho  number  of  froo  nogroes 
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i’l  creased  to  15,000.  As  a  matter  of  course,  when  Virginia  sc- 
coded  no  attempt  was  made  to  recapture  runaway  slaves  from 
til  fit  state,  and  they  became  practically  free.  It.  was  known 
tli  at  there  was  at,  that  time  a  strong  disposition  in  Maryland  to 
Ux-y  the  experiment  of  emancipation,  and  it  was  believed  that 
**■  liter  tho  war  was  over  Virginia  would  adopt  tlio  samo  policy. 
T j! ttle  donbt  was  felt  as  to  the  power  of  Congress  to  abolish 
Ml  n.  very  in  the  District,  should  such  a  course  bo  deemed  ex  pe¬ 
rl  iont.  13y  the  constitution  Congress  was  invested  with  ex- 
V>i:oss  “power  to  exercise  exclusive  legislation,  in  all  oasos 
A\r  liatsoc.ver,  oversneb  district  as  may,  by  cession  of  particular 
Mta.tes,  and  the  acceptance  of  Congress,  become  the  scat  of 
government  of  the  LTuited  States."  This  power  had  boon 
1'ooognized  by  tho  most  eminent  statesmen  of  our  country, 
tLiid  also  by  tho  Supremo  Court,  of  the  United  States.  Until 
"JVI.T.  Calhoun  doubted  or  denied  the  power  it  was  not  ques¬ 
tioned  by  any  considerable  number.  The  renl  question  was 
Whether  that,  was  the  time  for  emancipation.  I  endeavored  to 
give  to  the  subject  careful  consideration,  and  came  to  tlio  con- 
oliision  that  it  was  expedient  then  to  emancipate  the  very  few 
slinvcs  in  tho  District,  fewer  than  there  had  been  at  any  time 
within  forty  years,  and  fewer  than  would  likely  bo  in  ease  the 
war  should  end.  I  believed  also  that  the  social  influence  of 
Washington,  and  the  wealth  and  property  controlled  and 
owned  in  a  great,  measure  by  shareholding  residents  there,  had 
boon  always  against  the  government  of  the  United  States  and 
iiu  favor  of  the  Ueholliou.  Whilo  slavery  existed  it  was  a  emi¬ 
ts  bruit  source  of  annoyance  and  irritation.  The  groat  mass  of 
our  constituents  wore  opposed  to  slavery,  morally,  socially  and 
-politically.  They  felt  that  it  was  wrong  and  would  not  change 
their  opinion.  As  long  ns  slavery  existed  in  the  District,  where 
Oongress  had  the  power  to  abolish  it,  agitation  and  excitement 
-would  lie  ceaseless.  Tho  great  body  of  the  people  of  the  nortli- 
e;L-u  states  were  opposed  to  the  institution  theoretically,  as 
wore  very  many  of  the  most  intelligent  people  of  the  southern 
.strides,  1  felt  that  now  was  the  time  when  this  moral  conviction 
Hlxonld  be  heard  and  heeded  by  the  national  legislature.  I  felt 
tliiU  wo  were  hound  to  consult  the  material  interest  of  the 
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people  of  the  District,  and  that  emancipation  would  add  to  the 
valno  of  thoiv  property  and  also  add  to  the  population  of  the 
city.  The  abolition  of  slavory  would  bring  to  t.lio  city  intelli¬ 
gent  mechanics  and  laboring  men  who  would  never  compote 
with  tho  labor  of  slaves,  and  who,  finding  nono  thorn  Imt 
freemen,  would  develop  the  groat  advantages  of  tho  city.  In 
a  speech  1  made  upon  tho  subject  1  enlarged  upon  this  consid¬ 
eration  and  said: 

“1  Sim  no  vi'iison  wliy  Wnsliingiuii,  willi  ti  fits'  po|mliilion  and  ns  a  Finn 
cily,  silnalml  lions  til  (ho  baud  uf  dm  I'uloiniui,  willi  rrnmrltalslr,  fiuiilitms  of 
inivigiitiim,  with  gnml  ooiivoiiioiKms  of  ot -n tin u 1 1 i i.-ul i t m,  ii'iu-liing  1o  llm  west 
by  llm  liullinumi  and  Oliio  Uiiilnmcl,  dm  pnliliuiil  oiipknl  of  dm  counlvy, 
might  not  !m  a  grout  froo  oily,  illustrating  by  its  progress  dm  opi'liKion  of 
firm  instilnlions.  llut  it  can  only  bo  doho  by  tlm  luilivo,  iiiLoroslod  labor  of 
froo  ]iisi]ilo.  Simply  us  ir  nmnioi|ml  rognhitioii  it  would  bn  wiso  to  abolish 
slavery  in  this  Dislriol,  boouuso  slavory  is  o|niosocl  (n  (ho  moral  non  viol  ions 
of  tlm  grout  muss  of  llm  pooplii  of  this  otmnlry,  mid  tho  nxislonon  of  slavory 
Imro  koo|is  out  of  this  District  an  uotivo,  loyal,  trim,  manly,  gtumrous  body 
of  laborers,  who  will  novor  tioii]|m(ti  in  llicir  labor  with  Llm  labor  of  sliivoH." 

Tlioro  was  another  reason  why  the  oxporiment  of  emancipa¬ 
tion  could  be  best  tried  in  tho  District  of  Columbia.  Kmanci- 
pation  was  evidently  the  ultimate  end  of  this  question.  Wo 
had  tho  power  tu  try  the  experiment.  It  would  lie  an  example 
likely  to  bo  followed  at  the  close  of  tho  wav  by  many  of  the 
border  states.  I  thoroforo  nmdo  up  my  mind  in  favor  of  tho 
moasuvo,  made  a  long  spoocli  for  the  hill  and  voted  for  it.  It 
becamo  a  law  on  April  Hi,  1862. 

At  that  early  day,  1  believed  that  it  was  tho  duty  of  Con¬ 
gress  to  confiscate  the  slaves  in  the  seceding  states  as  tho  nat¬ 
ural  result  of  the  war.  These  states  had  placed  themselves  in 
a  position  by  rcbollion  whore  they  had  no  constitutional  righls 
which  we  were  bound  to  observe.  The  war  boing  open  and 
flagrant  to  break  up  tho  Union,  they  wero  not  ontitled  to  the 
benefit  of  any  stipulation  mado  in  their  favor  as  states  in  the. 
Union.  1  also  favored  the  granting  of  aid  to  any  policy  of 
emancipation  that  might  be  adopted  in  the  border  statos  of 
Maryland,  Kentucky  and  Missouri,  but  Congross  was  indisposed 
to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  then  ponding  moasnro  beyond 
tho  District  of  Columbia. 
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Tlie  President  of  t.hc  United  States,  on  September  22,  1802, 
issued  his  proclamation  containing  the  following  declaration: 

“  Thai  on  llio  first  day  of  January,  in  tin*  year  of  our  Lord  ono  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  all  persons  held  as  slaves  within  any  slate  or 
designated  pari  of  a  slate,  the  people  whereof  shall  be  in  rebellion  against 
the  United  States,  shall  bo  then,  thenceforward,  and  forever,  free;  and  the 
executive  government  of  the  United  Stales,  including  the  military  and  naval 
authority  thereof,  will  recognize  and  maintain  the  freedom  of  such  persons, 
and  will  do  no  act  or  aols  to  repress  such  persons,  or  any  of  them,  in  any 
efforts  tliov  may  make  for  their  actual  freedom.” 

This  was  carried  out,  in  a  .subsequent  proclamation  of  Janu¬ 
ary  1,  18ti8,  in  which  the  President  declares: 

“And  bv  virtue  of  the  power  and  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  \  do  order 
and  declare  (hat  all  persons  held  as  slaves,  within  said  designated  stales  and 
parts  of  stales,  are,  and  henceforward  shall  be,  free;  and  that  the  executive 
government  of  llio  United  States,  including  llm  military  and  naval  authorities 
thereof,  will  recognize  and  maintain  the  freedom  of  said  poisons.” 

This  was  the  beginning  of  the  end  of  slavery. 

in  following  the  important,  financial  measures  of  the  37t,h 
Congress,  I  have  purposely  passed  by,  in  their  order  of  time, 
otbor  measures  of  vital  interest  that  were  acted  upon  in  that 
Congress.  The  military  measures  adopted  were  on  the  same 
graud  scale  as  the  financial  measures  I  have  referral  to.  In 
1801  the  United  States  contained  a  population  of  32,000,000 
poople,  of  whom  about,  10,000,000  were  in  the  seceding  states, 
some  of  whom  were  opposed  to  secession,  hut  a  greater  number 
living  in  states  that  did  not  secede  were  in  hearty  sympathy 
with  the  rebellion.  No  preparation  for  war  had  been  made  in 
any  of  the  loyal  states,  while  in  the  disloyal  states  preparations 
had  boon  made  by  the  distribution  of  arms  through  the  treach¬ 
ery  of  Secretary  Floyd.  When  the  seceding  states  organized 
a  confederate  government,  the  executive  branch  of  I  ho  gen- 
oral  government  was  under  the  management  ami  control  of 
those  who  favored  the  rebellion,  or  were  so  feeble  or  indifferent, 
that  they  offered  no  resistance  whatever  to  such  organization. 
The  President  of  the  United  States  declared,  in  an  executive 
message,  that  tho  general  government  had  no  power  to  coerce  a 
state.  On  the  accession  of  President  Lincoln,  the  confederate 
government  was  better  organized  for  resistance  than  the  Union 
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whs  foi'  coercion.  When  wav  actually  commenced,  the  capital 
at  Washington  was  practically  blockaded,  and  in  tlio  power  of 
the  Confederates. 

The  response  of  the  loyal  states  to  the  call  of  Lincoln  was 
perhaps  the  most  remarkable  uprising  of  a  great  people  in  the 
history  of  mankind.  Within  a  few  days  the  road  to  Washing- 
ington  was  opened,  but  the  men  who  answered  the  call  were 
not.  soldiers,  but  citizens,  badly  armed,  ami  without  drill  or  dis¬ 
cipline.  The  history  of  their  vapid  conversion  into  real  sol¬ 
diers,  and  of  the  measures  adopted  by  Congress  to  orgnnizo,  arm 
and  equip  them,  does  not  fall  within  my  provinco.  The  battles 
fought,  the  victories  won,  and  the  defeats  suffered,  have  been 
recorded  in  the  hundred  or  more  volumes  of  “The  Ifecords  of 
the  llobellion,”  published  by  the  United  States.  The  principal 
events  of  the  war  have  been  told  in  Urn  history  ol  Abraham 
Lincoln  by  Nicolay  and  Hay,  and  perhaps  more  graphically  by 
General  Grant,,  General  Shorman,  General  Sheridan,  Alexander 
H.  Stephens,  Hitz  Hugh  Lee,  and  many  others  who  actively 
participated  in  the  war,  and  told  what  they  saw  and  knew  of  it. 

The  military  committees  of  the  two  Houses,  under  the 
advico  of  accomplished  officers,  formulated  the  laws  passed  liy 
Congress  for  the  enlistment,,  equipment  and  organization  of 
the  Union  armies.  Henry  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  was  chair¬ 
man  of  the  committee  on  military  affairs  of  the  , Senate,  and  lie 
is  entitled  to  much  of  the  praise  due  for  tho  numerous  laws  re¬ 
quired  to  lit  tlio  Union  citizon  soldiers  for  military  duty.  1  [ is 
position  was  a  difficult  one,  hut  ho  filled  it  with  hearty  sym¬ 
pathy  for  the.  Union  soldiers,  and  with  a  just  regard  for  hol  h 
officers  and  men. 

Among  the  numerous  bills  relating  to  tho  war,  that  which 
bocame  the  act  to  suppress  insurrection,  to  punish  treason  and 
rebellion,  and  to  seize  and  confiscate  the  property  of  rebels,  ex¬ 
cited  the  greatest  interest,  giving  vise  to  a  long  debate.  It  was 
founded  on  the  faulty  idea  that,  a  territorial  war,  existing  be¬ 
tween  two  distinct  parts  of  tho  country,  could  he  treated  as  an 
insurrection.  The  law  of  nations  treats  such  a  war  as  a  con¬ 
test  between  two  separate  powers,  to  be  governed  by  tho  laws 
of  wav.  Confiscation  in  such  a  war  is  not  a  measure  to  be 
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Vmv  ll,i>  bunions  of  tin.  war  will  fall,  by  heavy  taxation,  upon  loyal 
dnzjns.  but  rubais  am  beyond  our  rend,.  I  low  long  «»  eomluut  snob  a 
war'-  Sir  we  have  been  moderate  to  excess.  War  is  a  horrible  remedy, 
but  when  we  an,  coni|, oiled  to  resort  to  it,  we  should  make  our  onomms  feel 
its  severity  as  well  ns  oursolvos.  ... 

■■  If  too  uiiiuli  is  attempted  in  the  way  of  oonlisealioii.  nothing  will  bo 
ni-eomnlished.  If  nothing  is  eoiiliseated,  yon  array  against  you  ail  who  wish 
in  a  civil  war  merely  to  preserve  thoir  property  and  to  remain  cpnot.  I  Ins  is 
always  a  largo  class  in  every  community.  If  rebellion  will  sunuro  tlioir 
property  from  rebels  and  not  endanger  it  to  tho  government,  they  aro  rebels. 
Those  whoso  position  or  character  have  secured  them  oliiees  among  tho 
rebels  ean  only  be  conquered  by  force.  Is  it  not,  therefore,  possible  to  frame 
a  bill  which  will  punish  tin)  prominent  actors  in  tho  rebellion,  proclaim 
amnesty  to  tlio  great  mass  of  the  citizens  in  (ho  seceding  states,  and  sepnrato 
them  from  their  leader?  This,  in  my  judgment,  can  bo  done  by  confining 
confiscation  to  olasses  of  poisons.  Tho  nmendiiioiit  1  propose  embraces  live 
classes  of  persons." 


The  confiscation  net  was  more  useful  as  a  declaration  of 
policy  than  as  an  net  to  bo  enforced.  It  was  denounced  by 
Confederates  and  by  timid  men  in  the  north,  but  tho  beneficial 
results  it  aimed  at  were  accomplished,  not  by  law,  but  by  tho 
proclamation  of  the  President  and  by  the.  armed  forces  of  the 
1' iiitcd  States. 

The  several  acts  providing  for  enrolling  and  calling  out 
the  national  forces  gavo  rise  to  much  debate,  partly  upon  sec¬ 
tional  lilies.  Tho  policy  of  drafting  from  the  militia  of  the 
several  states,  the  employment  of  substitutes  and  the  payment 
of  bounties,  were  contested  and  defended,  1  insisted  that,  if  a 
special  fund  for  hiring  substitutes  was  raised,  it  ought  to  bo  by 
a  tax  upon  all  wealthy  citizens,  and  not  confined  to  the  man 
who  was  drafted.  These  and  numerous  questions  of  a  similar 
character  occupied  much  time,  and  created  much  feeling.  It 
is  now  hardly  worth  while,  in  view  of  tho  results  of  the  war,  to 
revive  old  controversies.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  Unit  all  the 
laws  passed  to  organize  the  national  forces  and  call  out  the 
militia  of  the  several  states  in  case  of  emergency  contributed 
to  the  success  of  the  Union  armies.  1  do  not  recall  any  ex¬ 
ample  in  history  where  a  peaceful  nation,  ignorant  of  military 
discipline,  becoming  divided  into  hostile  sections,  developed 
such  military  power,  courage  and  endurance  as  did  tho  United 


States  and  Confederate  States  in  otiv  Civil  War.  Vast  armies 
were  raised  by  voluntary  onlistments,  great,  battles  wove  fought 
with  tearful  losses  on  both  sides,  and  neither  yielded  until  the 
Confederates  had  exhausted  all  their  resources  and  surrendered 
to  the  Union  armies  without  conditions,  oxeept  such  as  were 
dictated  by  General  Grant-  to  go  home  and  be  at  peace. 

During  the  entire  war  Washington  was  a  military  camp. 
Almost  overy  regiment  from  the  north  on  the  way  to  flio  army 
in  Virginia  stopped  for  a  timo  in  Washington.  This  was  espe¬ 
cially  the  case  in  LSlil.  It  was  usual  for  every  now  regiment  to 
march  along  l’cnnsylvania  aveiuio  to  tlio  White  llouso.  Among 
the  early  arrivals  in  the  spring  of  IHlit  was  a  regiment  from 
New  Hampshire,  much  better  equipped  (.linn  our  western  regi¬ 
ments.  My  colleague,  lien  Wado,  and  I  went  to  tlio  White 
Houso  to  sec  this  noted  regiment,  pass  in  roviow  licl'oro  Mr. 
Lincoln.  As  tlio  head  of  tlio  line  turned  around  l.lio  north 
wing  of  tlio  treasury  department  and  eainc  in  sight,  the  eyes  of 
Wado  fell  upon  a  tall  soldier,  wearing  a  gaudy  uniform,  a  very 
high  hat,  and  a  still  higher  cockado.  lie  carried  a  baton,  which 
he  swung  right  and  loft,  up  and  down,  with  all  the  authority  of 
afield  marshal.  Wado,  much  excited,  asked  mo,  pointing  to 
the  soldier :  “Who  is  that?”  [  told  him  1  thought,  that  was 
the  drum  major.  “Well,”  lie  said,  “if  tlio  pooplc  could  sec 
Him  they  would  malco  him  a  general.”  So  liltlo  was  then 
known  of  military  array  by  tlio  wisest  among  our  Senators. 

It  was  qnito  a  habit  of  Senators  and  Momhors,  during  the 
war,  to  call  at  tlio  camps  of  soldiers  from  their  respective 
states.  Secretary  Chase  often  did  this  and  sovoml  times  1 
accompanied  him.  Tlio  “  boys,”  as  Uioy  preferred  to  bo  eallod, 
would  gather  around  their  visitors,  and  very  soon  some  one 
would  cry  out  “a  speech,  a  speech,”  and  an  address  would  usu¬ 
ally  bo  imulo.  I  beard  vovy  good  speeches  made  in  this  way, 
and,  in  somo  cases,  replied  lo  by  a  private  soldier  in  a  manlier 
fully  ns  effect, ivo  as  that  of  tlio  visitor. 

In  tlio  early  period  of  the  war  tlio  private  soldier  did  not 
forgot  that  ho  was  us  good  as  any  man.  One  ovoning  Major, 
afterwards  Major-General,  Robert  S.  Granger  and  I  were  stroll¬ 
ing  through  “Camp  Uuckinghaui,”  near  Mansfield,  Ohio,  and 
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came  to  a  young  soldier  boiling  beans.  He  was  about  to  lake 
them  off  tho  tiro  wlien  Granger  said:  "My  good  fellow,  don’t 
take  oft  t.lioso  beans;  they  are  not  done.”  Tho  young  soldier 
squared  himself  and  with  sonic  insolence  said:  “Do  yon  think 
1  don’t  know  how  to  boil  beans?”  (1  ranger,  with  great  kind¬ 
ness  of  manner,  said:  “If  yon  had  eaten  boiled  beans  in  the 
army  as  many  years  as  I  have  yon  would  know  it  is  better  to 
leave  them  in  the  pot  all  night  with  a  slow  live.”  Tho  manner 
of  Granger  was  so  kindly  that  the  soldier  thanked  him  and  fol¬ 
lowed  his  advice.  General  Granger  died  at  Zanesville,  Ohio, 
April  20,  1894,  after  having  been  on  the  retired  list  for  over 
twenty-one  years.  Ho  was  a  gallant,  as  well  as  a  skillful,  offi¬ 
cer.  Peace  to  his  memory. 

It  was  my  habit,  while  Congress  was  in  session  during  the 
war,  to  ride  on  horseback  over  a  region  within  fen  miles  of 
Washington,  generally  accompanied  by  some  army  officer.  I 
became  familiar  with  every  lane  and  road,  and  especially  with 
camps  and  hospitals.  At  that  time  it  could  bo  truly  said  Unit 
Washington  and  its  environs  was  a  great  camp  nnd  hospital. 
The  roads  were  generally  very  muddy  or  exceedingly  dusty. 
The  great  army  teams  cut  up  and  blocked  tho  roads  which 
wero  of  either  clay  or  sand,  but,  tho  air  was  generally  refresh¬ 
ing  and  tile  scenery  charming.  T  do  not  know  of  any  city  that 
has  more  beautiful  environs,  with  the  broad  Potomac  at  tlie 
head  of  tide  wator,  the  picturesque  hills  and  valleys,  the 
woodland  interspersed  with  deciduous  and  evergreen  trees,  the 
wide  landscape,  extending  to  the  Bine  llidgo  on  the  west,  the 
low  lands  and  ridges  of  Maryland  and  tho  hills  about  Mi. 
Vernon.  Tho  city  of  Washington,  howover,  was  then  far  from 
attractive.  It  was  an  overgrown  village,  with  wide  unpavod 
avenues  and  streets,  with  (i  1 ,000  inhabitants  badly  boused, 
hotels  and  boarding  houses  badly  kept,  and  all  depending  more 
or  less  upon  low  salaries,  and  employment  by  tho  government. 
All  this  lias  been  changed.  The  streets  and  avenues  have  been 
paved  and  extended.  The  old  site  is  now  well  filled  with  com¬ 
fortable  mansions  and  business  blocks,  and  a  largo  portion  of 
the  District  outside  of  the  city  is  being  occupied  with  villas 
and  market  gardens.  The  inode  of  living  lias  greatly  changed. 
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Beforo  and  during  the  war,  Senators  and  Momlievs  lived  in 
boarding  houses  in  messes,  formed  of  families  of  similar  tnstos 
aiul  opinions.  Society,  if  it  may  be  so  called,  was  cliiolly  olli- 
cial,  of  which  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  cabinet  officers 
wore  tho  head,  and  Senators  and  Menibors  of  Congress  woro 
the  most  numerous  guests. 

When  I  entered  Congress  my  pay  as  a  Mombor  was  $8  a 
day  during  tbe  session,  and  it  was  said  wo  had  “roast  boot;” 
but  wo  paid  for  it  if  we  had  it.  At  tlio  closo  of  tlio  IMth  Con¬ 
gress  the  compensation  wils  increased  to  $‘.1,000  a  year.  Dur¬ 
ing  tlio  latter  part  of  tlio  war  and  afterwards,  prices  of  food, 
board  and  lodging  were  considerably  advanced. 

In  180-1  I  offered  the  proprietor  of  Willard’s  llolel  my 
monthly  pay  of  $250  for  board  and  lodgings,  in  very  modest 
quarters,  for  my  wife  and  myself,  but  lio  domuinled  $1100  a 
month.  This  led  ino  to  piirchnso  a  hotiso  in  which  to  live,  a 
change  which  I  have  never  regretted.  It  was  quite  l.lio  fashion 
then  for  tlio  old  fainilios,  who  woro  in  full  sympathy  with  tlio 
Confederates,  to  underrato  property  (ovon  l.lioir  own)  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  oil  tlio  ground  that  wlion  tho  Confederacy  was  acknowl¬ 
edged  the  capital  would  bo  removed,  ami  roal  esliilo  could, 
therefore,  bo  obtained  upon  very  reasonable  tonus. 

After  tlio  war  the  feverish  rovival  of  business  growing  mil 
of  our  expanded  currency  led  to  such  reckless  nxl  ni.vugu.nee  in 
improvements  by  public  officials  ill  Washington  Mint  for  a  Mum 
it  threatened  tlio  lisinlmiptcy  of  the  city,  hut,  ns  lliis  lends  me 
in  advance  of  events,  l  will  recur  hereafter  to  l.lm  Washington 
of  to-day. 

During  1870  Congress  passed  a  law  increasing  tho  compen¬ 
sation  of  Sonafors  and  Members  from  $11, 000  to  $5, 00(1  a  your, 
and  justified  this  increase  by  I, he  inllatod  prices  of  iwnrylhiug 
measured  by  a,  depreciated  currency.  There  would  have  been 
but  libido  complaint  of  this  by  the  people  had  not  the  law  been 
made  retroactive.  It  was  made  In  take  effect  at  the  beginning 
of  that  Congress,  though  when  the  law  was  passed  Congress 
was  noarly  onded.  This  “hack  pay,”  amounting  to  over 
$3,000,  was  very  unpopular,  and  led  lo  the  defeat  of  many 
Members  who  volod  for  it.  At  homo  blioy  woro  called  “salary 
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grabbers.”  Several  Senators  ami  Members,  I  among  the  num¬ 
ber,  declined  to  receive  tho  back  pay.  But  it  was  said  that 
the  Congressmen  could  apply  for  it  at  any  time  in  the  future 
when  the  excitement  died  away.  This  led  mo  to  write  Enincis 
E.  Spinner,  Treasurer  of  tho  United  States,  to  ascertain  how  1 
could  cover  into  the  treasury  my  back  pay.  His  answer  was 
characteristic,  and  is  here  inserted.  Spinner,  long  since  dead, 
was  a  peculiar  character.  Ife  was  with  me  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  was  appointed  Treasurer  of  the  United  States 
by  President  Lincoln,  and  continued  as  such  until  J 870.  Ho 
was  a  typical  officer,  bold,  firm  and  honest.  ITo  was  also  u  true 
friend,  a  model  of  fidelity  and  courage. 

Tueabuky  or  the  United  States,  ) 
Washington,  July  3,  1873.  ) 

My  Dear  Siu  :  — Your  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo  lias  boon  received. 

I  sympathize  with  you  most  fully.  I  too  have  had  my  share  of  lies  (old 
on  me,  by  Lana  and  his  ‘Smi\  and  shall  bo  disappointed  If  the  libels  ure  not 
continued,  especially  if  I  do  right.  Really  you  have  a  white  elephant  on 
your  hands.  You  cun  neither  (ako  (ho  back  pay,  nor  leave  it  wlioro  il  is, 
nor  draw  it  and  redoposit  it,  without  subjecting  yonrsolf  to  tho  yelping  of 
tho  damned  curs,  (hat.  hark  at  the  heels  of  ovory  honest  man. 

If  you  will  turn  to  tho  proviso  to  Sootiou  (3,  of  the  General  Appropihn 
lion  Bill,  approved  July  12,  1870,  al  pago  2G1,  volume  10,  of  (lie  Statutes  at 
Large,  you  will,  I  think,  be  satisfied  that  your  back  pay  would  novor  lapse 
to  the  treasury.  Should  you  leave  it,  as  it  now  is,  1  think  it  would  at  all 
times  be  subject  to  your  order,  ami  to  tho  ordor  of  your  heirs  afterwards. 
The  department  has  deoidod  that  tho  appropriations  for  (ho  pay  of  Members 
of  Congress  is  permanent.  The  papers  any  that  tho  Comptroller  lias  de¬ 
cided  that  tho  back  pay  would  hipso  in  two  years.  I  called  on  him  (o-day, 
and  ho  furnished  mo  with  a  copy  of  his  opinion,  which  is  horowith  inolosed 
you,  and  wrote  mo  a  note,  a  copy  of  which  is  also  inolosed,  in  which  he 
says —  ‘  it  could  not  bo  carried  back  until  after  two  years  ;  whotlmr  it  can 
bo  carried  back  is  another  question,  which  1  do  not  intend  to  decido.’  Thoro 
nro  two  ways  that  tho  amount  can  bo  carried  back  into  tho  treasury  :  First, 
by  drawing  out  tho  amount,  and  redopositing  it ;  and  second,  by  dirooting 
the  soorolnry  of  (ho  senate,  by  writlou  order,  to  turn  the  amount  into  the 
treasury.  I,  of  course,  can't  advise  you  what  (o  do. 

Vory  respectfully  yours, 

F.  K.  Spinner,  Ti\,  U.  S. 

Hon.  John  Sherman,  Mansfield,  Ohio, 

In  tho  .spring  of  I8G8,  the  financial  operations  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  wore  eminently  successful.  Tn  the  fall  of  1H(>2,  .Secretary 
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^0'  ^5°  ondenvoved  to  soil  the  $500,000,000  5  20  six  per  cent. 

iLubhovizod  by  the  act  of  February  25,  18(52,  through 
' ^  F^'X'i€illlcec|  Qtti ce rw  in  New  York,  and  could  not  got  par  for 
le*Xi.  _j-je  then  employed  Jay  Cooke,  of  Philadelphia,  to  take 
ia,i  of  ^i,js  and  within  a  year  it  was  sold  by  him,  to 
pai  aQS  ovoi.  |.|10  country,  at  par.  The  entire  cost  of  placing 
was  less  than  three-eighths  of  one  per  cent.  It  fur- 
msliocl  hlie  greater  part  of  the  means  necessary  to  conduct  the 
""lY  cl^ving  1808, 

■i'lio  early  victories  of  ft  fail  t  at  Forts  Henry  mill  Donelson 
lll<'  rose ued  Kentucky,  ami  opened  upUifi  Cmnberlnml  and  Teu- 
liussots  J.i. ivora  to  the  heart  of  the  south.  The  hat!  le  of  .Shiloh, 
thou£>-l,  -\voii  at.  a  great  sacrifice,  inspired  Ihe  wcslern  army 
'vitli.  oo n  (idenee,  and  gnvo  General  Sliernian  his  first  opportu¬ 
nity  ho  prove  iiis  ability  as  a  soldier.  The  timid  handling  of 
that  u.riny  by  Mullock  and  its  subsequent  dispersion  by  his  or¬ 
ders  ,  an  tl  the  general  operations  of  both  the  armies  of  the  west 
mid  iir  Virginia, created  a  feeling  of  despondency  in  the  loyal 
states  -vv  Inch  was  manifested  in  Hie  elections  in  the  fall  of  1S(>‘2. 
The  military  operations  in  the  early  part  of  1H03  did  not  tend 
to  restore  confidence. 

A_t,  tlr  is  period  1  received  the  following  letter  from  Secretary 
Stan  to  n ,  which  evidenced  his  appreciation  of  General  Sherman: 

Washington,  1).  C.,  December  7,  1802. 

1  Ion.  John  Siikkman. 

JJ>icAit  i it : — Thu  goiifruPs  letter  is  rcLumed  herewith,  having  been 
iviul  wit  h  i niieli  interest  mid  groat  admiration  of  Iiis  wisdom  mid  patriolisin. 
If  out  iirinios  wore  commanded  by  such  generals  we  could  not  fail  lo  have  a 
speedy'  i*o3torn(ion  of  (ho  authority  of  the  government,  and  an  end  of  the 

]  l^cspj*  you  to  give  him  my  warmest.  regards,  and  no  effort  of  mine  will 
byspitroci  to  secure  to  (ho  government  (lie  fullest  exercise  of  his  abilities. 
Will)  t]jn.idcs  for  (ho  favor,  I  am,  Yours  truly, 

Edwin  M.  Stanton. 

'I'll©  ti-ttack  by  General  Sherman  upon  the  defenses  of  Vicks¬ 
burg  been  repulsed,  but  tdio  effect  of  this  had  been  oouiitor- 

act.ecl  1> y  the  capture  of  Arkansas  post  with  over  5,000  prison- 

’  fyj  ojroval  Grant,  had  failed  in  his  operations  in  Mississippi. 
Gipie'vfi'l  1-looker  had  been  defeated  at  Oluuicellorsvillo,  and  Lee 
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Wiis  preparing  to  make  mi  advance  into  Maryland  and  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

On  Jlay  1,  1  St>8,  Clement  b.  Vallandigluun,  1'or  several  years 
a  Member  of  Congress  from  Ohio,  in  a  speech  made  at  Mount 
Vernon,  denounced  the  government,  with  great  violence,  and, 
especially,  an  order  issued  by  General  Ambrose  K.  Burnside, 
commanding  the  department,  of  the  Ohio,  announcing  that,  “all 
persons,  found  within  our  lines,  who  commit  aids  for  the  benetif 
of  the  enemies  of  our  country,  will  be  tried  as  spies  or  trailers, 
and  if  convicted  will  suffer  death.”  Burnside  enumerated 
among  the  things  which  came  within  his  order,  the  writing  or 
carrying  of  secret  letters,  passing  the  lines  lor  treasoinihlc  pur¬ 
poses,  recruiting  for  the  Confederate  service,  lie  said:  ‘‘The 
habit  of  declaring  sympathy  for  (lie  enemy  will  not  be  allowed 
in  this  department;  persons  committing  such  offenses  will 
be  at  once  arrestod,  with  a  view  to  being  tried  or  sent  beyond 
our  lines  into  the  lines  of  tlioiv  friends.” 

Vallandigham  denounced  this  order  as  a  base  usurpation  of 
arbitrary  power;  said  that,  ho  despised  it,  and  spat  upon  it-,  and 
trampled  it  under  bis  fnot.  lie  denounced  the  President,  and 
advised  the  people  to  conic  up  together  at  tin;  ballot  box  n ml 
1  i  a  id  the  tyrant  from  his  throne.  Many  of  bis  bearers  wore  the 
distinctive  badges  of  “copperheads"  and  “butt minis,”  and,  amid 
cheers  which  Vallaudigliam’s  speech  elicited,  was  heard  a. shout 
that  Jeff.  Davis  was  a  gentleman,  which  was  more  than  bin- 
coin  was. 

This  speech  was  reported  to  General  Burnside,  burly  on 
tlio  -tt-h  of  May  a  company  of  soldiers  was  sent  to  arrest.  Val- 
landigliam,  and  the  arrest  was  made.  Arriving  at  Cincinnati, 
lie  was  consigned  to  the  military  prison  and  kept  in  closo  ncni- 
tiiiemeiit.  This  event  caused  great  excitement,  not  only  in 
Cincinnati,  but  throughout  the  Stale  of  Ohio.  On  Iho  evening 
of  that  day  a  great  crowd  assembled  at  Day) cm,  and  several 
hundred  men  moved,  hooting  and  yelling,  to  the  ollic.o  of  the 
Republican  newspaper,  and  sacked  and  thou  destroyed  it  by 
fire.  Vallandigluun  was  tried  by  a  military  commission,  which 
promptly  sentenced  him  to  be  placed  inclose  conlineinont  in 
some  fortress  of  tho  United  States,  to  he  designated  by  the 
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commanding  officer  of  the  department,,  there  to  be  kept  during 
the  continuance  of  the  wav.  Such  an  order  was  made  by  Gen¬ 
eral  Burnside,  but  it  was  subsequently  modified  by  Mr.  Lin¬ 
coln,  who  commuted  the  sentence  of  Vallandigham,  and  directed 
that  lie  be  sent  within  the  Confederate  lines.  This  was  done 
within  a  fortnight  after  the  court-marl  ini.  Vallandigham  was 
sont,  to  Tonnessco,  and,  on  the  2oth  of  May,  was  escorted  by  a 
small  cavalry  force  to  the  Confederate  lines  near  Murfreesboro, 
and  delivered  to  an  Alabama  regiment. 

Vallandigham  made  a  formal  protest  that  ho  was  within 
the  Confederate  lines  by  force,  and  against  his  will,  and  that,  lie 
surrendered  as  a  prisoner  of  war.  II  is  arrest  for  words  spoken, 
and  not  for  acts  done,  created  great  excitement,  throughout 
Ohio  and  f lie  country.  A  public  meeting  was  held  in  Now 
York  on  May  16,  which  denounced  this  action  as  illegal— -as  a 
stop  towards  revolution.  The  Democratic  leaders  of  Ohio  as¬ 
sumed  the  same  attitude,  and  made  a  vigorous  protest  to  the 
President.  It  is  not,  necessary  to  state  this  incident  more  fully. 
Nicolay  and  Hay,  in  their  history  of  Lincoln,  narrate  fully  the 
incidents  connected  with  this  arrest,  and  Iho  disposition  of  Val- 
hindigliain.  The  letters  of  the  President,  in  reply  to  Governor 
Seymour,  and  to  the  meeting  in  Ohio,  are  among  the  most  inter¬ 
esting  productions  of  Mr.  Lincoln.  He  doubted  the  legality  of 
tho  arrest.  He  quoted  the  provision  of  the  constitution  that 
the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  “should  not  be  sus¬ 
pended  unless,  in  cases  of  invasion  or  rebellion,  the  public  safety 
may  require  it.”  lie  bail  suspended  the  privileges  of  that,  writ- 
upon  tho  happening  of  contingencies  stated  in  the  constitution 
nod,  tlicrcl’oro,  the  commanding  oilicov  was  j n.sti tied  in  making 
tlic  arrest.,  and  be  did  not  deem  it  proper  to  interfere  with  the 
order  of  tho  commanding  ollicer. 

This  incident  was  made  more  important  when,  on  the  Ilth 
of  June,  the  Democratic  convention  of  the  State  of  Ohio  met 
at  Columbus  and  there  formally  nominated  Vallandigham  as 
tho  candidate  of  that  party  for  Governor  of  Ohio.  This  pre¬ 
sented  directly  to  the  people  of  that,  state  tho  question  of  Hie 
legality  and  propriety  of  I, ho  arrest  of  Vallaiuliglinin.  Tho  Re¬ 
publican  party  subsequently  mot  and  nominated  for  governor 
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John  Brough,  a  life-long  Democrat,  but  in  thorough  sympathy 
with  the  Union  causo. 

It  is  difficult,  now,  to  describe  the  intense  excitement  in 
Ohio  over  the  issue  thus  made  — at  times  breaking  into  violence. 
Vallancfigham  was  received  with  great  favor  in  the  different 
cities  of  the  south,  and  finally,  embarking  on  hoard  of  a  vessel 
which  ran  tho  blockade  at  Wilmington,  he  arrived  at  Bermuda 
on  the  22nd  of  Juno,  from  which  place  he  took  passago  to  Can¬ 
ada,  arriving  at  Niagara  Falls  about  the  middle  of  July. 

The  feeling  of  anger  and  excitement  among  tho  loyal  people 
of  Ohio  increased,  so  that  it  was  manifest  that  if  Vallandigham 
entered  the  state  ho  would  be  in  great  danger,  and  a  quasi  civil 
wav  might,  have  arisen.  1  heard  men  of  character  and  influ¬ 
ence  sa.y  distinctly  that  if  Vallandigham  camo  into  the  state  lie 
would  ho  killed,  and  they,  if  necessary,  would  kill  him.  It  was 
then  understood  that  Mr.  Lincoln  was  disposed  to  allow  him  to 
entor  tho  state.  Souutor  Wado  and  I  met  at  Washington  and 
had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Lincoln.  We  told  him  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  fooling  in  Ohio,  and  of  our  confident  beliof  that  if  his 
order  of  banishment,  was  revoked,  it  would  rosnlt  in  riots  and 
violcnco,  in  which  Vallandigham  would  bo  tho  first  victim.  He 
gave  us  no  positive  assurance,  but  turned  tho  conversation  by 
saying  that  he  thought  Vallandigham  was  sal'or  under  British 
dominion,  whore  he  would  have  plenty  of  friends. 

In  Juno,  1863,  my  health  was  somewhat  inipnirod,  and  Mrs. 
Sherman  and  I  concluded  to  visit  New  England  for  achango  of 
scene,  and  for  tho  benefit  of  tho  ocean  air.  Wo  visited  New¬ 
port  in  advance  of  the  season  and  found  it  deserted.  We  went 
to  Boston,  and  thoro  heard  of  the  advanco  of  Lee  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  the  fierce  contest  going  on  in  tho  rear  of  Vicksburg. 
I  became  uneasy  and  started  for  home  with  the  intention  of 
proceeding  to  Vicksburg,  hut,  at  Cleveland  wo  heard  tho  glad 
tidings  of  great  joy,  tho  fall  of  Vicksburg  and  the  dofoat  of  Lee 
at  Gettysburg. 

These  victories,  occurring  on  the  samo  day,  aroused  the  en¬ 
thusiasm  and  confidence  of  the  loyal  people  of  tho  United 
States,  especially  the  people  of  Ohio.  Instead  of  a  trip  to 
Vicksburg  I  was  soon  enlisted  in  the  political  canvass,  and 
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this  for  nearly  tlireo  months  occupied  my  attention.  Meet¬ 
ings  were  held  in  every  county  and  In  almost  overy  township 
of  the  stalo.  All  on  oither  side  who  were  accustomed  to  speak 
were  actively  engaged.  II  y  opening  speech  was  made  at  Dela¬ 
ware  on  the  21)th  of  July.  1  was  intensely  interested  in  the 
canvass,  and  therefore  insert  a  few  paragraphs  from  that  speech, 
as  an  indication  of  tho  state  of  feeling  existing  at  that  time  : 

•*  Tin'  political  campaign  in  Ohio  this  season  presents  some  singular 
fealures.  AVo  uro  in  the  midst  of  n  great  eivil  war.  in  which  it  is  snfo  to 
sav  that  oim  million  of  men  are  now  arrayed  in  arms  against  imoli  other. 
Then*  arc.  perhaps,  now,  from  Ohio,  one  hundred  thousand  of  her  best  and 
bravest  citizens  in  the  Held,  in  hospitals  or  camps,  shaving  the  burdens  of 
war.  The  immediate  slake  involved  is  nothing  loss  limn  nnlioiml  existence, 
while  the  ultimate  stake  involves  nothing  less  than  civil  liberty  fm*  genera¬ 
tions  vet  to  come.  In  the  midst  of  this  contest  tin*  Democratic  party, 
through  its  most  eloquent  orators,  endeavor  to  make  a  personal  issue.  They 
propose  to  withdraw  our  armies,  to  abandon  tho  war,  and  to  try  tho  ipiostion 
whether  their  candidate  for  governor  1ms  been  legally  convicted  as  u  traitor 
to  his  country. 

u  Wo  are  assured  by  Mr.  Pugh,  tho  Democratic  candidate  for  lieuten¬ 
ant  governor,  who  is  one  of  tho  most  eloquent  and  able  young  men  in  tho 
state,  that  horo  in  Ohio  wo  have  been  subjected  to  a  tyranny  ns  intolerable 
as  that  of  King  Bonibii  of  Naples.  When  we  ask  for  evidence  of  this  tyr¬ 
anny,  we  are  told  that  Clemont  L.  Vallundiglann  1ms  been  illegally  con¬ 
victed  ami  illegally  banished  ;  unci  that  if  wo  uro  fit  to  lm  free  we  must  stop 
and  examine  tin;  record  in  his  euso,  and  not  bo  turned  from  il  by  clamors 
about  prosecuting  tho  war,  or  of  concluding  peace.  And  we  an*  told  that 
if  wo  don't  do  all  this  wo  are  holpless  slaves  and  deserve  no  belter  fate. 
Now,  us  I  do  not  desire  to  bo  a  slnvo,  and  do  not  wish  the  people  of  my  im- 
tivo  state  to  bo  slave's,  I  will  so  far  depart  from  my  usual  course  in  political 
disoussion  as  to  examine  the  personal  issue  thus  made. 

“i  had  supposed,  follow-citizens,  that  nowhere  in  the  wide  world  did 
people  live  as  free  from  oppression  as  in  the  Stall*  of  Ohio.  But  the  llemo- 
crafic  part)'  1ms  sounded  the  alarm  that  our  liberties  were  jeopardized  in 
llml  Mr.  Vallandiglmin  has  been,  as  they  assert,  illegally  convicted  and 
banished.  Boforo  alluding  to  mutters  of  more  general  interest  1  propose  to 
consider  that  question. 

“The  candidate  of  the  Democratic  party  was  convicted  by  a  military 
tribunal  for  aiding  the  enemy  with  whom  wo  am  at  war.  For  this  ho  was 
expelled  beyond  our  lines,  and  was  within  the  lines  of  the  enemy  when 
nominated  for  governor  of  Ohio.  By  tho  judgment  of  u  military  Iribiuml, 
composed  mainly  of  his  political  friends,  approved  by  General  Burnside,  the 
chief  military  ofheor  within  the  state,  sanctioned  byJudgo  bouvill—  u  judgo 
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Mrnngli  visifpil,  I  think,  every  minify  in  llu*  slate  iNny- 
where  his  niccl  ings  were  large  and  nil  husiasl  ie.  iml  il  uiusl  In* 
Hiiitl  Ji  1st i  llml  llic  I  lemnernl  ie  mcelings,  which  were  t‘i|iniMv 
numerous,  ui‘i,c  vi*ry  largely  ullentled.  The  jieojih*  wen*  t*\i> 
deni  ly  llimniiH  In  lieur  liolh  side.**. 

Towards  Ihe  close  id  the  campaign  I  aemni|ianied  Mr. 
Hrmigli  I li  rough  f  he  iio|mlons  rml  ml  muni  ies  nf  Ihe  stale  We 
H|inke,  an i u 1 1|<  nt  her  glares,  in  New  nrk,  /,unrs\  tlh*  uinl  I  .an culler. 
The  incelings  were  iml  merely  ina**s  nieiding**,  Iml  llie\  were  mi 
kirge  llml  no  liuimm  voice  could  reach  all  ilmse  picseid,  nnd 
speeches  were  tniule  from  several  Hand*  in  I  In*  open  air,  eaeli 
snrroinnletl  hy  as  umiiy  as  muld  hoar.  This  jmliealitm  nf  j uili- 
lir.  reeling  wits  mumcw  ha!  weakened  hy  Ihe  fuel  llml  llu*  lleinn- 
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crat-ic  meetings  were  also  very  large,  ami  t.lie  ‘ablest  members 
of  that  party  were  actively  engaged  in  the  canvass.  The  “mar¬ 
tyr"  in  Canada  was  the  hero  of  these  meetings,  and  his  compul¬ 
sory  arrest  and  absence  front  the  state,  but  near  its  border,  was 
the  constant  theme  ot  complaint.  It  was  observed  that  the  ri¬ 
val  meetings  were  attended  by  men  of  both  parties  in  nearly 
equal  numbers,  so  that  it  was  diflicult  to  form  an  opinion  of 
the  rosult.  Mr.  Brough  kept  a  memorandum  book  containing 
the  names  of  the  counties  in  the  state  and  the  estimated  ma¬ 
jorities  for  or  against  him  in  each  county.  At  night,  when  the 
crowds  dispersed,  ho  would  take  out  his  book,  and,  upon  the 
information  rcccivod  that  day.  would  change.  I  lie  estimate 
of  bis  majorities.  In  viciv  of  the  enormous  attendance  at,  and 
interest,  in,  the  Democratic  meetings,  lie  was  constantly  lower¬ 
ing  his  estimated  majority  on  the  homo  vote,  until  linally  it  de¬ 
clined  to  0,000,  with  tho  army  voto  known  to  be  very  largoly  in 
his  favor.  At  Lancaster,  where  ho  liad  lived  and  published  a 
strong  Democratic  paper  for  many  years,  and  wlioro  1  was  horn, 
lie  carefully  analyzed  his  list,  and,  throwing  his  book  upon  Hie 
table,  emphatically  said  that  ho  would  not  redneo  ins  majority 
of  the  homo  voto  one  voto  below  0,000.  Tho  Domocratie  parly, 
however,  seomc.il  eonlulent.  of  Yallandighain’s  olection.  The 
result  was  that  Brough  was  elected  by  the  unprecedented  ma¬ 
jority  of  101.000,  of  which  (12,000  was  on  tho  home  vole  ami 
Hi), 000  on  the  vote  of  tho  soldiors  in  tho  field,  they  having  I  he 
privilege  of  voting. 

This  settled  once  for  all  f  lie  position  of  Ohio,  not  only  on 
tho  quostion  of  tho  war,  lmt  on  the  determination  of  ils  people 
to  support  Mr.  Lincoln  in  the  nso  of  all  the  powers  granted  by 
the  constitution  as  construed  hy  him,  and  lo  prosecute  the  war 
(o  final  success.  Yallandigliam  remained  in  Canada  until  .lime, 
18G4,  when  lie  returned  quietly  to  Ohio,  wlioro  he  was  peiinil- 
t.ocl  lo  remain.  His  presence  injured  his  party,  llis  appear¬ 
ance  in  (he  national  convention  in  Chicago  in  IHIH,  and  active 
participation  in  its  proceedings,  and  his  support  of  tlcnoml 
McClellan,  greatly,  1  think,  diminished  llio  chances  of  the 
Democratic  ticket,  lie  (lied  seven  years  Inter  by  an  accidental 
wound  inflicted  by  himself. 
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CIIAI’TEK  XV. 

A  Memoraiii.e  Session  of  Conokebb. 

Dark  Period  of  tlm  AVnr— Rfl'ccl  of  (ho  President's  Prorlaiimfioii  —  PeveHirr  fSfff 
Enacted  Inommin^  hitenml  Taxes  ami  Adding  Many  Now  Objeels  of  Taxa- 
1  i on • —  Additional  Ponds  Issued— (lenoml  Prosperity  in  llic  North  Follow-inn' 
the  PiiRxiitfO  of  New  r'inancial  Mmsm-es  —  Aid  for  the  [‘imm  Paeitlc 
Uuilioml  (.’oinjmny  —  Lund  Granin  to  t.lm  Northmi  Parillc  —  l.llli 
Amendment,  In  tin;  roiistitnlion  —  Itesitfimtion  of  Seereinry 
( Jfi nun — A noed ot i *  of  Oovininr  'I'od  of  Ohio  —  Nomination  of 
William  f\  Fessenden  lo  Sneered  t'hnsr —  'Pin*  Laller 
Almli'  Chief  .f n h ( icr* —  Lincoln's  Second  Xoniinntion — 

1'Iffi'fil,  of  Viilhiiidinlmm's  Uesolniion  —  thncrnl 
Sherman's  March  lo  tlm  Sea  —  Second 

Session  of  Uni  U8lh  Congress. 

THE  SStli  Congress  mol,  on  the  7th  of  Dort'mbor,  1803. 
The  Members  of  the  Mouse  of  lfept-cseutativo.s  vvoro 
elected  in  the  fall  of  18112,  perhaps  the  darkest  period 
of  the  war  for  tho  Union  cause.  The  ntler  failure  of 
McClellan’s  campaign  in  Virginia,  tho  defeat  of  l’opo  at  the 
second  battle  of  Hull  Hurt,  the  jealousies  then  developed  among 
tho  chief  ollicers  of  tho  Union  army,  (lie  restoration  of  McClel¬ 
lan  to  his  command,  tho  golden  opportunity  lost  by  him  at  An- 
tietam,  tho  second  removal  ol  McClellan  I'roni  command,  tho 
slow  movement,  of  Mullock  on  Cnnnfli,  flic  escape  of  llounro- 
gard,  the  scattering  of  Ualloclc’s  mugnilicont  army,  the.  prac¬ 
tical  exclusion  of  (Irani,  and  his  command,  ami  Min  chasing  of 
liragg  and  Jjuoll  through  Kentucky-  these,  and  other  dis¬ 
couraging  events,  created  a  doubt  in  the  public  mind  wlioibor 
1  lie  Union  could  be  restored.  It  became  known  during  (he 
happening  of  these  events  that  Mr.  Uincoln  had  determined 
upon  tho  emancipation  of  slaves  in  stales  in  rebellion  by  an 
executive  act.  Ilo  said  to  tho  artist,  U.  li.  Carponlur: 

“H  line!  got  to  bo  inidsn . .  IStiS  ;  things  ),ml  gnnii  on  from  hnd  to 

worst!,  until  I  felt  Unit  wo  liu.l  ivnohoil  tin,  om|  of  onr”o|i . In,  ,,|,m  of 

operations  wo  had  boon  pursuing  ;  that  wo  hnd  about  played  our  Inst  ourd, 

Ulail) 


mid  must  change  our  Indies,  or  lusi  the  gnmo.  ]  now  dotormimid  upon 
tlio  adoption  of  tho  ('imuicijiiitiou  policy  ;  mid  without  consultation  with, 
or  tho  kmmlotlgo  of,  the  cabinet,  I  prepared  the  orignmi  d raft  of  tho 
pi-uolmimtion." 

Of  the.  cabinet,  lilair  deprecated  this  policy  on  tho  ground 
that  it  would  cost  the  administration  the  fall  elections.  Chase 
doubted  the  success  of  the  measure  and  suggested  another  plan 
of  emancipation,  hut  said  that  he  regarded  this  as  so  much  hot¬ 
ter  than  inaction  on  tho  subject,  that  he  would  give  it  his  en¬ 
tire  support.  Sewarcl  questioned  t.lie  expediency  of  the  issue 
of  the  proclamation  at  that  juncture.  The  depression  of  the 
public  mind  consequent  upon  repeated  reverses  was  so  great 
that  he  feared  tho  effect  of  so  important  a  step. 

In  conscquenco  of  this  opposition,  the  proclamation  was 
postponed.  Oil  tho  22nd  of  September,  the  President,  having 
fully  mado  up  his  mind,  announced  to  the  cabinot  lhs  purpose 
to  issue  the  proclamation  already  quoted.  What,  he  did,  he 
said,  was  after  full  deliberation  and  under  a  heavy  and  solemn 
souse  of  responsibility. 

Tho  effect  of  this  proclamation  upon  tho  pending  elections 
in  Ohio  was  very  injurious,  I  was  then  actively  engaged  in 
tho  canvass  and  noticed  that  when  i  expressed  my  approbation 
of  tho  proclamation,  it,  was  met  with  coldness  and  silence. 
This  was  especially  so  at  Zanesville.  Tho  result  was  the  elec¬ 
tion  in  Ohio  of  a  majority  of  Democratic  Membors  of  Congress. 
This,  following  the  overwhelming  Republican  victory  in  1861, 
when  Tod  was  elected  governor  by  a  majority  of  55,203,  was 
a  revolution  which  could  only  ho  ascribed  to  the  events  of  the 
war  and  to  tho  issue  of  tho  proclamation.  It  may  be  also 
partially  ascribed  to  the  discontent  growing  out  of  the  ap¬ 
pointments,  by  Governor  Tod,  of  officers  in  the  volunteers. 
The  same  discontent,  dofeated  the  venom iuation  of  Governor 
Dennison  in  18G1.  Such  is  the  nsmil  result,  of  tho  power  of 
appointment,  however  prudently  exercised. 

The  House  of  Representatives  was  promptly  organized  on 
the  7th  of  Docomber,  1803,  by  the  election  of  Schuyler  Colfax 
as  speaker.  The  session  of  Congress  that,  followed  was  per¬ 
haps  the  busiest,  and  most  important  one  in  tho  history  of  our 
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on  the  30th  of  June,  1864,  within  four  (lays  of  the  close  of  tho 
session.  It  was  greatly  feared  that  the  law  would  create  dis¬ 
content,  but  it  was  received  with  favor  by  the  people,  few  if 
any  complaints  being  made  of  the  heavy  burden  it  imposed. 
The  customs  duties  were  carefully  revised,  not  in  the  interest  of 
protection  but,  solely  for  revenue.  Nearly  all  the  articles 
formerly  on  the  free  list  were  made  dutiable,  and  they  proved 
to  be  copious  sources  of  revenue,  especially  the  duties  on  tea, 
coffee,  spirits  of  all  kinds,  wines,  cigars,  and  tobacco  in  every 
form. 

During  that  session  Congress  passed  two  important  loan 
bills,  which  practically  contided  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas¬ 
ury  the  power  to  borrow  money  in  almost  any  form  that 
could  be  devised.  The  first  act,  approved  March  3,  1864,  au¬ 
thorized  him  to  borrow,  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States, 
$200,000,000  during  the  current  fiscal  year,  redeemable  after 
any  period  not  less  than  live  years,  and  payable  at  any  period 
not  more  than  forty  years  from  date,  in  coin,  and  bearing  in¬ 
terest  at  six  per  cent,  per  annum.  It,  also  provided  lor  tho  issue 
of  $11,000,000  0-20  bonds  which  laid  been  sold  in  excess  of  the 
$000,000,000  authorized  by  law.  By  the  act,  approved  June  30, 
1864,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  authorized  to  borrow, 
on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  $400,000,000,  on  bonds  re¬ 
deemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  United  Slates  after  a  period  of 
not,  less  than  five,  nor  more  than  forty,  years  from  dale,  bearing 
an  annual  interest  of  not  exceeding  six  per  cent..,  payable  .semi¬ 
annually  in  coin.  lie  was  authorized  to  receive  for  such  bonds 
lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  or,  at  his  discretion,  treas¬ 
ury  notes,  certificates  of  indebtedness  or  certificates  of  deposit, 
issued  under  any  ad,  of  Congress.  These  bonds  were  similar  in 
general  description  to  flic  5-20  bonds  already  provided  for,  lint 
bore  interest  at,  five  per  cent,  instead  of  six. 

By  these  measures  the  people  of  the  United  States  had 
placed  in  the  power  of  the  government  almost  unlimited 
sources  of  revenue,  and  all  necessary  expedients  for  borrowing. 
Strange  as  it  may  appear,  under  the  operation  of  these  laws 
the  country  was  very  prosperous.  All  forms  of  industry  hith¬ 
erto  conducted,  and  many  others,  were  in  healthy  operation. 
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Labor  was  in  great  demand  and  fully  occupied.  This  will 
account  for  tlio  passage  of  soveval  laws  that,  would  not  be 
justified  except  in  an  emergency  like  the  one  then  existing. 
Among  these  was  an  act  to  eucoimige  immigration,  approved 
July  4,  18(14.  This  act  grew  out  of  the  groat  demand  for  labor 
caused  by  the  absence  of  so  many  men  in  the  army.  A  com¬ 
mission  of  immigration  was  provided.  Immigrants  were  au¬ 
thorized  to  pledge  their  wages,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  twelve 
months,  to  repay  the  expense  of  their  immigration.  These  con¬ 
tracts  were  declared  to  be  valid  in  law  and  might  be  enforced 
in  the  courts  of  the  United  States  or  of  the  several  states  and 
territories.  It  provided  that  no  immigrant  should  be  compul¬ 
sorily  enrolled  for  military  service  during  the  existing  insur¬ 
rection,  unless  such  immigrant  voluntarily  renounced,  under 
oat.h,  his  allegiance  to  the  country  of  his  birth,  and  declared 
his  intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  This 
law  could  only  be  justified  by  the  condition  of  affairs  then 
existing. 

Another  law,  alike  indefensible,  but  considered  important 
at  the  time,  regulating  the  sale  of  gold,  was  approved  Juno  17, 
18114.  Tt  declared  unlawful  a  contract  for  tlio  purchase  or  sale 
and  delivery  of  any  gold  coin  or  bullion,  to  bo  delivered  on  any 
day  subsequent  to  the  making  of  the  contract.  It  also  forbade 
tho  purchase  or  sale  and  delivery  of  foreign  exchange,  to  be  de¬ 
livered  at  any  time  beyond  ton  days  subsequent,  to  the  making 
of  such  contract,  or  tho  making  of  any  contract,  for  the  sale 
and  delivery  of  any  gold  coin  or  bullion,  of  which  the  person 
making  such  contract  was  not,  at  the  time  of  malting  it  in 
actual  possession.  It,  also  declared  it  to  be  unlawful  to  make 
any  loans  of  money  or  currency  to  be  repaid  in  coin  or  bullion 
or  to  make  any  loan  of  coin  or  bullion  to  be  repaid  in  currency. 
All  these  provisions  were  made  to  prevent,  what,  were  regarded 
as  bets  on  the  price  of  gold.  This  law,  howover,  proved  to  be 
ineffective,  as  all  such  laws  interfering  with  trade  and  specula¬ 
tion  must  be,  and  was  soon  repealed. 

The  national  banking  act,  which  passed  at,  the  previous  ses¬ 
sion,  was  carefully  revised  and  enacted  in  a  now  form,  and  it 
still  remains  in  force,  substantially  unchanged  by  subsequent 
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laws.  By  this  new  act  the  office  of  comptroller  of  tlio  cur¬ 
rency  was  created.  Under  its  provisions,  aided  by  a  heavy  tax 
on  the  circulating  notes  of  state  banks,  such  banks  were  con¬ 
verted  into  national  banks  upon  such  conditions  as  secured  the 
payment,  of  their  circulating  notes. 

The  financial  measures,  to  which  I  have  referred,  were  the 
work  of  the  committees  of  ways  and  means  of  the  House  and 
on  finance  iu  the  Senate.  They  occupied  the  chief  attention  of 
both  Houses,  and  may  fairly  bo  claimed  by  the  members  of 
those  committees  as  successful  measures  of  the  highest  impor¬ 
tance.  I  was  deeply  interested  in  all  of  them,  took  a  very 
active  part  in  their  preparation  in  committee,  and  their  conduct, 
in  the  Senate,  and,  with  the  other  members  of  the  committee, 
feel  that  the  measures  adopted  contributed  largely  to  the  final 
triumph  of  the  Union  cause.  Certainly,  the  full  power  of  the 
United  States,  its  credit  and  the  property  of  its  people  were  by 
these  laws  intrusted  to  the  executive  authorities  to  suppress 
the  rebellion. 

In  addition  to  military  and  liuancial  measures,  that  session 
was  prolific  in  many  other  measures  of  primary  importance. 
The  Union  I’acilic  Hailroud  Company,  which  had  been  char¬ 
tered  by  the  previous  Congress,  found  itself  unable  to  proceed, 
and  appealed  to  Congress  for  additional  aid.  This  was  granted 
by  the  act  of  July  2,  1864.  Under  this  act,  the  first,  lien  of  the 
United  States  for  bonds  advanced  to  the  company,  provided  for 
by  the  act  of  1862,  was  made  subordinate  to  the  lien  ot  tiro 

bonds  of  the  company  sold  in  the  market . a  fatal  error,  which 

led  to  all  the  serious  complications  which  followed.  The  pro¬ 
ceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  first  mortgage  bonds  of  the  company,  with 
.  a  portion  of  those  issued  by  the  United  States  in  aid  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  built  both  the  Union  and  Central  Pacific,  so  that  the  con¬ 
structors  of  these  roads,  who  wore  mainly  director's  and  managers 
of  the  company,  practically  received  as  profit  a  large  portion  of 
the  bonds  of  the  United  States  issued  in  aid  of  the  work,  ami 
almost  the  entire  capital  stock  of  the  company.  If  the  act  had 
been  delayed  until  after  the  war,  when  the  securities  of  the 
United  States  rapidly  advanced  in  value,  it  could  not,  have 
passed  in  the  form  it  did.  The  construction  of  the  road  was 
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The  following  letter  of  Secretary  Chase  shows  the  extremity 
of  the  measures  deemed  to  be  necessary  at  this  period  of  the 
war : 

TlMiASUUY  Dki'aiitmknt,  May  ^0,  1804, 

My  I)kau  Sik:--  I  iimloso  iwo  drafts  of  a  national  hunk  taxation 
clumsy  •  otu’  marked  ‘A,’  providing  for  tlio  appropriation  of  llio  whole  lax 
to  tlio  payment  of  inlurusi  or  principal  of  the  public  debt  and  repeating  the 
real  estate  direct  tax  law,  and  another  marked  “  B,”  dividing  the  proceeds  of 
the  tax  between  the  national  mid  the  loval  states.  In  either  form  the  clause 
will  be  vastly  more  bonefioial  to  tho  country  than  in  the  form  of  the  bill, 
whether  original  or  amended. 

I  also  inclose  a  draft  of  a  secliou  providing  for  a  lax  on  banks  not 
national  in  the  internal  rovonuo  act.  It  substantially  restates  the  House 
proftosition  limiting  it  to  banks  of  tho  stales.  Some  discrimination  in  favor 
of  the  national  system  which  affords  substantial  support  to  the  government 
as  compared  with  the  local  system,  which  circulates  notes  in  competition 
with  those  issued  by  the  government,  seems  to  mo  indispensably  necessary. 
It  is  iin}tossib)(‘  to  prevent  the  depreciation  of  the  cummer  unless  Congress 
will  asMitne  it-;  c<>n>titiitiomil  l'uneti'Ui  and  control  it:  and  it  is  idle  to  lev  to 
make  loans  unless  Congress  wilt  give  tin*  neeessarv  supporr  to  the  public 
endit.  I  am  now  compelled  to  mherlise  for  a  loan  of  tiftv  millions,  mid,  to 
avoid  as  far  as  practicable  the  evils  of  sales  below  par,  must  oiler  the  long 
bonds  of  'Si.  Should  the  provisions  I  ask  for  be  sanctioned,  I  slmll  antic¬ 
ipate  u  satisfactory  premium.  Should  they  he  denied.  I  muv  still  be  able 
to  negotiate  one  loan  on  pretty  fair  terms;  but  I  dread  tin*  clfects  on  future 
loans. 

Hitherto  1  have  been  able  to  maintain  the  public  credit  at  the  best 
points  jH)ssibte  with  a  surcharged  circulation.  My  ability  to  do  so  is  due 
mainly  to  the  legislation  of  the  session  of  (S‘,{.  I  must  have  further  leg¬ 

islation  in  the  same  direction  if  it  is  desired  lo  maintain  that  ability. 

Vuurs  truly,  S.  P.  Chasm. 

Ilo.v.  John  SiiKuxfAV. 

A  few  days  before  the  close  of  the  session,  on  the  29th  of 
June,  ISM,  Mr.  Chase  tendered  his  resignation  as  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  This  created  quite  a  sensation  in  political  cir¬ 
cles.  It  was  thought  to  lie  the  culmination  of  the  feeling 
created  by  the  nomination  of  Lincoln  and  the  alleged  rivalry  of 
Chase, but  the  statements  made  in  the  “History  of  Lincoln by 
Xicolay  and  Hay,  and  the  “biography  of  Chase,”  by  Kchnckcrs, 
dearly  show  that  the  cause  of  the  resignation  arose  long  an¬ 
terior  to  this  event  and  gradually  produced  a  condition  of 
affairs  when  either  Mr.  Lincoln  had  to  yield  his  power  over 


would  I m \ <*  Known  lhal  hr  was  iml  <mly  a  r.nud  * .1 1 n%  Irlhw, 
lull  n  si  hi  i  n  1,  ithlr.  rumrn  at i\ r  1  m  man.  lulli  <auni|irlriii 

In  dm]  willi  I  Itn  j'n-ul  oll'mc  l‘nr  whirh  In*  win  i  mm  inn  In  I,  Ili 
drrliunl  hm,  hnwrvrr,  jWiwrnlrd  a.  nml  nw  rmy  whirh  \nmli] 
Imvn  hrru  injurious,  ulmhwiT  mi^hl  hn\r  hrrn  Urn  ivmiII.  An 
iitimlulr  fi'ripmiil  ly  (old  hy  him  may,  pm-lini'-,  rsjditiii  his 
numimtl  inn. 

Wln*n  In*  was  t*!i nr]  HnwTiinr  of  Ohio,  la*  urnl  In  Washing 
Ion  In  stm  Mr.  hinroln,  hi  liml  mil,  as  hr  said,  ttlml  a  h’r|>nlili 
can  I’lrsiilriil  wanlrd  a  Himmrral  ic  Hn\rruur  nf  Ohio  In  i In  in 
aid  of  Urn  Hninii  mu-r.  llr  mllrd  ul  I  lm  Whih*  llmisr,  sml 
in  hi*  nml.  and  was  infuriimd  llml.  I  hi*  IVr-ddriil  was  riu'aj'rd, 
Iml  drdred  \  crv  miirh  In  mt  I  Innwnnr  Tml.  a  ml  im  ilrd  him  In 
rail  lhal  r\ritiii;r  at  <  uYlurk.  I’niiiiplly  mi  lime  Iinu>rnii|- 
Tnd  rallrd  and  was  ushrrrd  iiiln  (hr  rnnili  ulirrr,  fur  llm  Iii,.| 

I  inm,  In*  situ  M  r,  I  unmlii.  M  til  mil  sa  hi  I  a  I  inns  hail  M-arnd  y  hrrn 
CM'lmn^nl  lirlnrr  I  In- a  iiimuiiiaMiiriif  was  madr  lhal  Halid  K. 
I  ‘a  I'l  I  it  \\  as  at  llm  dnnr.  M  v.  I.iumlh  n  Krd  I  hr  j.'u\  m  imr  if  lm 
hud  any  uhjrrlinu  In  (’aril nr  Imunnu;  llmir  lalK.  Tin-  mnunr 
said  nn,  I  Iml  < 'ml  Irr  was  an  nld  frinid  and  law  puilimiuf  his, 
Sunn  a  I’l  it  linMTimr  N\r  uf  Niwada  wa>  aiiuniiniTd.  Tim 
saum  i i ii | u i ry  was  madr  and  nii.wrnd.  and  Nyr  joiimd  llm 
|iarl  y,  and  in  I  lm  Ntmr  w  a  \  Sam.  I  la  I  low  a  \ .  uf  I  III  in.  a  ml  a  lamniiH 
julirr  hum  New  'lurk,  whirr  nanm  I  dn  iml  irrall,  raum  in. 
Thru  ^'1*4  mi  |  hm  l  a  i  ( »u  nd  llm  lahlr,  Nyr  |rd  nlf  with  a  ImmurunM 
ilrsn  ipl  inn  uf  lifu  in  1  hr  mums  in  I  hr  nirlj  daws  uf  ( 'itlihu  nia. 


338 


RECOLLECTIONS 


and  tlio  others  contributed  anecdotes,  humor  and  fun,  in  which 
Lincoln  took  the  lead,  “and  l”  (as  Tod  told  the  story),  “not  to  \ 

bo  behindhand,  told  a  story;”  and  so  the  horn's  flew  on  with¬ 
out  any  mention  of  the  grave  matters  ho  expected  to  discuss 
with  the  President.  When  the  clock  announced  the  hour  of 
eleven,  Mr.  Lincoln  said  he  made  it  a  habit  to  retire  at  eleven  1 

o’clock,  and,  turning  to  Tod,  said:  “Well,  Governor,  wo  have 
not  had  any  chance  to  talk  about  the  war,  bnt  wo  have  had  a 
good  time  anyway;  come  and  see  mo  again.”  It  then  dawned 
upon  the  governor  that  this  little  party  of  kindred  spirits,  all 
friends  of  his,  were  invited  by  the  President  to  relieve  him  lj 

from  an  interview  about  the  future  that  would  be  fruitless  of  !: 

results.  Neither  could  know  what  each  ought  to  do  until 
events  pointed  out  a  duty  to  be  done.  Lincoln  knew  that  Tod 
was  a  famous  story  teller,  as  were  all  the  others  in  the  party.  J 

and  availed  himself  of  the  opportunity  to  relieve  his  mind  ; 

from  anxious  care.  -  1 

Governor  Tod  lold  me  this  anecdote  and  related  many  of  J 

(lie  stories  told  at  that  symposium. 

The  nomination  of  William  P.  Fessenden  ns  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  a  natural  one  to  ho  made,  and  received  the 
cordial  support-  of  the  Members  of  the  , Senate),  even  of  those  jj 

who  did  not  like  his  occasional  ill  temper  and  bitterness.  I 

And  here  I  nary  properly  pause  to  notice  the  traits  of  two  men  j 

with  whom  1  was  closely  identified  in  public  life,  and  for  whom 
I  had  t  ho  highest  personal  regard,  although  they  widely  dif¬ 
fered  from  each  other. 

Mr.  l-'esseuden  was  an  able  lawyer,  a  keen  inoisivo  speaker, 
rarely  attempting  rhetoric,  but  always  a  master  in  clear,  dis¬ 
tinct  statement  and  logical  argument.  He  had  been  for  a  j 

number  of  years  dyspeptic,  and  this,  no  doubt,  clouded  his 
temper  and  caused  many  of  the  hitter  things  he  said.  When  .1 
entered  the  Senate,  I  was,  at  his  request,  placed  on  tire  com¬ 
mittee  on  finance,  of  which  he  was  chairman,  lie  was  kind  1 

enough  to  refer  to  my  position  in  the  House  as  chairman  of 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  and  my  action  lliero,  and  to 
express  the  hope  that  1  would  he  able  to  aid  him  in  dealing 
with  financial  questions,  in  which  he  had  had  no  training  and 
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but  little  interest.  I  accepted  the  position  with  pleasure,  and 
in  general  cooperated  with  him,  tliongh  on  many  important 
subjects  wo  widely  differed.  His  appointment  as  Secretary  ot 
tho  Treasury  loft  me  chairman  of  the  committee  on  linanco, 
but  my  intercourse  with  him  continued  while  he  was  secretary. 
During  the  short  period  in  which  lie  held  that  office,  I  had 
many  conferences  with  him  in  respect  to  ponding  questions. 
When  ho  returned  to  the  Senato,  on  the  4th  of  March,  18(15,  he 
resumed  his  old  place  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  linanco, 
and  continued  in  that  position  nearly  two  years,  when,  his 
health  becoming  more  feeble,  1m  resigned  his  membership  of 
that  committee,  and  T  again  took  his  place  as  chairman  and 
held  it  until  appointed  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  1877.  Ilis 
health  continued  to  fail  and  ho  died  ut  Portland,  Maine,  Sep¬ 
tember  8,  18(1!). 

With  Mr.  Chase  I  had  but  little  acquaintance  and  no 
sympathy  during  his  early  political  careor.  Ilis  edition  of  the 
“Statutes  of  Ohio”  was  his  first  work  of  any  importance.  Ho 
was  at  times  supposed  to  be  a  Whig  and  then  again  classed  as  a 
Democrat.  Later  ho  became  a  member  of  tho  national  con¬ 
vention  of  Free  Soiler.s  held  at  Buffalo,  August  S,  1.348,  over 
which  he  presided.  This  convention  was  eomposod  of  dole- 
gates  from  eighteen  stales,  and  included  in  its  active  mem¬ 
bers  many  of  tho  most  ominent  Whigs  and  Domoerals  of  a 
former  time.  It,  nominated  Martin  Van  Huron  for  tho  Presi¬ 
dency,  and  Charles  Francis  Adams  for  Vico  President,  (lou- 
eral  Taylor,  the  nominee  of  tho  Whig-parly,  was  elected  Presi¬ 
dent,  but  Mr.  Van  Huron  received  2!) 1, 342  votes,  being  nearly 
one-eighth  of  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast. 

It  so  happened  that  when  the  Ohio  legislature  mot  in  De¬ 
cember,  1818,  it  was  composed  of  an  equal  iinmbor  of  Whigs 
and  Democrats  and  of  two  members,  'Townsend  and  Morso, 
who  classed  themselves  as  Free  Soilers.  They  practically  dic¬ 
tated  the  election  of  Mr.  Chase  as  United  States  Senator.  They 
secured  his  election  by  an  understanding,  express  or  impliod, 
with  the  Democratic  members,  that  they  would  vote  for  Demo¬ 
crats  for  all  the  numerous  offices,  which,  under  tho  consti¬ 
tution  of  the  state  as  it  then  stood,  were  appointed  by  the 
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legislature.  M'his  lnui'iun  anil  sale  so-railed  created  imimig 
1  In*  Whi^s  a  Mining  prejudice  iipinisl  Chase.  Ilui  events  in 
(‘uncross,  especially  Ihe  ucl  repealing  I  In*  Missouri  Conipne 
inisr,  praelirully  dissolved  r\isliim  parlies,  and  lefl  Mr.  i  *hnst« 
in  1  111'  Vaulngi'  ground  of  having  resisted  I  his  measure  with 
firmness,  Me  w«n  universally  repinled  as  a  mini  of  marked 
iihi  lily  and  hoarsl  iu  his  roavirlions.  In  Ihe  it  hi  for 
Members  uf  Congress  in  I hT» I ,  hc»  Hit |i|m »t*l <m)  wind  were  known 
ilh  Ihe  uni  bNrhrtislui  rundidulrs,  mid,  no  doiihl,  i-ntil Winded  to 
Ihrir  rlerliuu.  WIipu  hi*  was  Hominuled  for  ^nvoriior,  1  wuh 
imlumlly  lirnunhi.  into  frinudly  relul ions  with  him,  unit  Iheno, 
iih  limn  ndvuured,  W(«n’.  eordiul  ti ml  iulimnlo.  Our  rnrroHpuiuU 
(Mii’CA  was  frequml,  ihonIIy  of  u  personal  rluirurler,  and  our 
iuliiuni'y  rnnliiuird  while  Im  lived.  When  lie  wuh  Nrerelnry  oT 
Urn  Tminiiry  I  wuh  friMjimidly  roiisiillrd  hy  him,  and  had,  as  I 
hrlinvr,  his  md  ire  ronlidrare.  I  have  a  ureal-  numhpr  of  h»l  lers 
from  him  wriilpu  during  Ihul  period. 

la  Soplpinhor,  Isiil,  Mr.  I ‘hasp  was  my  /mesl  id  Mansfield 
Tor  a  day  or  I  wo.  lie  was  evidently  red  I  and  uneasy  as  In 
llis  falure.  I  Spoke  hi  him  nlmiil  I  lie  posilioii  of  rhief  justice, 
recently  made  \unm(  hv  I  he  deal  h  of  Tnue\.  lie  said  il  was 
a  position  of  eminence  Mail  un^ld  (osalisfy  the  amliilioo  of 
anyone,  bill  for  which  few  iiieu  were  iifled.  Kurly  in  Urlnhrr 
1  recei\ed  a  Idler  limn  him  which  shows  he  was  aeliwdy  en 
gupeil  iu  the  ciiiiva-s,  and  dial  the  common  helief  Hail  he  did 
not  desire  1  he  elerl  ion  of  M  r.  I  enrol  u  was  w  iMioul  fmiudul  inn. 
lie  wroln  as  follows: 

I  .HUM  ||  n  ,  I  Mnlini  IMI  |. 

Mv  Silt:  Sunil' i1ii\h  vinri'  I  1 1 1  f<  >i  1 1 1  I  i  ti«-  >n  \  llm  Hiilc 

tviilml  ruMiiiiiiti'c  linn  |  \vi.iil<l.  u><  ho  in  | n <••»«( I . I , • .  III!  tin-  iippi-mlm.-iiii 
which  ill  hoiillh  hid  iilili^'nl  (m<\.  *l'« ••  l  In  ilii-liiic.  Sii-lnp  dh  (mu,l>-, 
hnwcvi-r,  llilit  lie  Inul  <li-(i*nitin<  «l  In  nn-i-t  ( Im-iii  hmc-.-lf,  I  m  t. •  i ,  i 1 1 M -I* 

from  utlior  ijntirii'in  (n  do-  lln-m  wlml  In-Ip  t  n-ul-l,  Tli*-  llrM  niOmith><n  I 
Inul  llml  In*  would  fiiil  in  liny  "(  ih.-in  \un  \.mr  h-io-i.  pul  mi-<  m\  Imiohjo-i 
iih  I  wiih  h'livin^  Ihnciiiiniii  fur  N.-v.  All.mo  hni  Kiiilui  li  v. ih.u  i,,i, 
lull'  ic  ri'cnll  my  own  nppuiiinncnp,  inul.  nf  minxe,  I  •■until •(  1  <<-  ,it  Mumln  hl. 
I  hlumlil  In-  ^liul  In  ho  Ihoro  ;  1ml  rc-md  dm  iiiipin^iiiihl  \  «>f  a  (I,.-  I,--,  mim- 

1  nhimlil  mil  I  > mi.  I  itm  n-nlly  ^)ml  urn  iuo  pmne  l"  1  -.|Min|...ri. 

Thu  oh-i'litm  nf  l  inv.  Mnrlnn  i«  ■  if  vml  impii)  tanoo  In  mir  .mm-.-,  iol,  ihdi, 
Onlfnx,  I  foul  niuni  nnximn  fur  him.  I  hnpo  \..u  run  In--  dhiriot.  I 


Idiovv  (mi>  liuw  ||i>-  mi1it.il>  . .  | .. -l»f n  ut  ir-|.»  i  t-:  >il  \\  M")im}-lini  ii|«|n-iir  lit 

ymi,  \\\-  liuvi-  u  j'l'-i.aii-  f •••lift.  .«.>  m.  I>».  \ .  ulu.li  mu-t  I'O-ulIv 

|icl|i  nnr  mililiirs  jit » »*- mi'l  p*>  iluliln  - 

.Mr.  .Millar  Inn  ju*  t  il.  u.-l  I-  . .  r..  U„.|,mi- .  t..  niKhl. 

Mini  In*  rniiiM  li.  ri.r.'  I  In-trail,  I  *.|».hM  I,.,*.-  -,,.>..1  %.-u  ll.r-  1.  tl.  t  ;  ai.lv 
mliilif'  1 1  i  1 1 1  In  niiiUi*  v  i-i  l>.i  1 1  v  I  lir  nnpi.iM  -  I  I  m  v » •  jir-l  ••  I  ilawn  ;  Imt  I  will 
Mi* I II 1  il  willl  *'  IK.NW.-r  I rk<| il-i'l fu II 1  Kill!  It-  >1. 

Vllllt*!  '  l-l  \  I  MI.Ill.lU  , 

H.  I*.  C’lMHH. 

I  |n\.  .lull  s  >|||  i:M  \  s, 

Kurly  in  I •nrniln-r  l  rm-ivrtl  1  lit*  following  lt*lli*r,  which  in» 
di  wiles  very  rlwu'ly  1  litil.  Mr.  ('Imsu  wius  luixiuus  for  I  lie  intt 
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of  chief  justice,  anti  wished  his  appointment  made,  if  at  all, 
before  his  arrival  in  Washington  : 

Cu:vee.\ni>,  December  52,  18(11. 

My  Dear  Si  it:  Yours  of  tlio  27th  of  November  reached  me  hern  to¬ 
day.  Yesterday  I  fulfilled  my  appointment  to  make  an  address  on  the  dedi¬ 
cation  of  tin:  college  edifice  recently  erected  at  Mount  Union,  under  tho 
putronago  of  the  Pittsburg,  conference  of  the  Methodist  church.  A  number 
of  loading  men  of  tho  denomination  svovo  present  and  assured  me  of  the 
profound  wishes  of  themselves  and  the  most  influential  men  of  the  connection 
for  in v  appointment.  These  indeed  seem  to  bo  uii-versnl  except  with  an 
inconsiderable  number  whom  various  circumstances  have*  made  unfriendly 
personally-  So  that  1  cannot  doubl  that,  tins  President’s  udheronco  to  his 
declared  intention  is  more  important  to  our  cause  and  to  his  administration 
than  it  is  to  me  personally.  Not  to  be  appointed  after  sneh  declarations 
and  such  expressions  would,  no  doubt,  be  a  mortification  ;  but  it  would  not,  I 
think,  be  any  serious  injury  to  me. 

I  expect  to  be  in  Washington,  Tuesday  or  Wednesday.  I  should  have 
been  there  long  since  had  this  appointment,  beet)  determined  either  way; 
but  I  must  conio  now.  My  personal  duties,  unconnected  with  it,  have 
required  and  now  require  my  attention,  and  though  I  hated  to  come  boforo  I 
knew  Hint  tliQie  remains  nothing  (o  hope  or  fear  concerning  it,  1  must.  I 
will  be  at  the  Continental,  Philadelphia.  Tuesday  morning. 

Our  news  from  Tennessee  is  important  and  encouraging.  Garfield’s 
success  against  Forrest  was  brilliant.  1  hopo  Thomas  will  succeed  as  woll 
against  Hood. 

General  Slmmum  must  now  bo  near  the  coast.  His  enterprise  is  full 
of  hazard,  lml  a  hazard  wisely  incurred  as  it  seems  to  me.  I  ardently  hopo 
(hat  ‘out  of  the  nettle,  danger,  he  will  pluck  (he  flower,  safety.’ 

Our  majority  on  the  presidential  election  in  Ohio  turns  out  much  less 
than  I  anticipated.  It  will  hardly,  if  af  nil,  exceed  fifty  thousand. 

Faithfully  yours, 

K.  1\  Chase. 

Hon.  John  Siikkman. 

When  1  returned  to  Washington  at  the  beginning  of  the 
next  session  1  called  upon  tho  President  ami  rccoinmondcd  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Clmsc.  We  had  a  brief  conversation  upon 
I  ho  subject  in  which  ho  asked  mo  pointedly  I  ho  quosfcion 
whether  if  Phase  was  appointed  he  would  he  satisfied,  or 
whether  he  would  immediately  become  a  candidate  for  Presi¬ 
dent.  1  told  him  J  thought  tho  appointment  to  that,  great  ofliee 
ought  to  mid  would  satisfy  his  ambition.  He  then  told  me 
that  he  laid  determined  to  appoint  him  and  inl.ondod  to  send 
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the  nomination  to  the  Soiiato  that  day  and  lie  did  so,  December 
(j,  1804.  After  Mr.  Olmse  had  become  chief  justice  lie  still  had 
a  lingering  interest  in  the  financial  policy  of  the  country.  On 
March  1,  1805,  I  received  from  him  the  following  letter.  That 
portion  which  refers  to  the  legal  tender  laws  will  naturally 
excite  some  interest  in  view  of  his  docision  against  the  power 
of  Congress  to  make  the  notes  of  the  United  States  a  legal 
tender.  Ho  wrote: 

At  Ilmne.  Murcli  1,  1805. 

My  Dkar  Siu  :  —  More  lo  fulfill  11  promise  than  with  the  liopo  of 
sorvioo  1  write  this  uo(o. 

Your  speech  on  the  finances  is  excellent.  Tliero  are  one  or  two  points 
oil  which  I  shall  express  myself  otherwise  ;  hut,  in  the  main,  it  commnnds 
tho  fullest  assent  of  mv  judgment. 

Your  appreciation  of  the  currency  question  exactly  corresponds  with 
my  own  ;  only  I  would  not  give  up  the  national  currency  ovon  if  wo  must 
endure  for  years  depreciation  through  the  issues  of  .state  hanks  before 
pelting  rid  of  them. 

Tho  clause  in  the  bill,  as  it  came  from  the  House,  imposing  a  tax  of 
ten  per  cent,  on  all  notes  nol  authorized  by  (.'engross  which  may  bn  paid  out 
after  this  your  by  any  bank,  whether  state  or  national,  will  do  much  towards 
making  our  currency  sound. 

1  will  briefly  indicate  what  I  should  prefer  and  what  1  should  must 
zealously  labor  to  have  sanctioned  by  Congress  if  1  were  at  the  head  of  the 
treasury  department. 

1.  Let  the  monthly  tax  oti  state  bank  circulation  be  increased  to  one- 
half  of  oiu'  per  cent. 

2.  Provide  that  any  Imnk  tnav  pay  into  the  national  treasury  the  amount 
of  its  circulation  in  I'nited  Slates  notes  or  national  enrrenev  and  that  on 
sin’ll  payment  (he  bank  making  it  shall  be  oxompt  from  taxation  on 
eirenlaiion. 

3.  Provide  for  the  applieulion  to  the  redemption  of  the  circulation 
represented  by  such  payments,  of  the  United  States  notes  or  national 
currency  so  paid  in.  and  .strictly  prohibit  the  paying  out  of  such  notes  for 
any  other  purpose. 

This  measure  contemplates  : 

1.  An  exclusive  national  eirneiiey. 

2.  Relief  of  the  siato  banks  from  taxation  upon  eironlalion  which  they 
cannot  get  in. 

3.  1  he  assumption  of  the  duty  of  redemption  by  dm  national  treasury 
with  means  provided  by  the  state  banks. 

4.  Reduction  in  the  amount  in  circulation  while  the  payments  into  the 
treasury  aro  being  made  and  opportunity  of  some  provision  for  redemption 
which  will  not  again  increase  it. 


'I.  Diminution  of  nulioiui]  expenditures  and  possible  arrest  of  the  in- 
eroaso  of  national  debt. 

Half  measures  are  bettor  limn  no  measures ;  but  thorough  measures 

I  will  only  add,  that  wliilo  I  lmvo  never  favored  legiil  tender  laws  in 
principle,  and  never  consentod  to  them  except  under  imperious  necessity,  I 
yet  think  it  unwise  to  prohibit  the  making  of  any  of  the  treasury  notes 
authorized  by  the  bill  now  before  Congress  legal  tenders.  The  compound 
interest  legal  tender  notes  have  then  fulfilled  all  my  expectations  for  their 
issue  and  use  ;  and  may  be  made  most  useful  helps  in  gradual  reduction  of 
the  volume  of  circulation  by  substituting  them  for  legal  tenders  bearing  no 
interest. 

[  cannot  elaborate  this  now.  You  will  sen  how  the  thing  will  work 
without  any  suggestion  of  mine.  Faithfully  your  friend, 

Hon.  John  Suijkman. 

From  my  long  and  intimate  acquaintance  with  Chief  Jus¬ 
tice  Chase  I  am  quite  sure  that  the  duties  of  the  great  office  lie 
then  held  were  not  agreeable  to  him.  His  life  had  been  a  politi¬ 
cal  ouo,  and  this  gave  him  opportunity  for  travel  and  direct 
communion  with  the  people.  The  seclusion  and  severe  labor 
imposed  upon  tho  Supreme  Court  wore  contrary  to  his  habits 
and  injurious  to  bis  health.  It  look  him  some  years  to  become 
accustomed  to  tho  quiet  of  judicial  life.  He  presided  over  tho 
Senato  while  acting  as  a  court  of  impeachment  during  the  trial 
of  Andrew  Johnson  in  18(>8.  While  strongly  opposed  to  the 
impeachment,  he  manifested  no  sign  of  partiality.  Tie  died  in 
New  York  city  on  tho  7th  of  May,  1873,  at  tho  age  of  sixty-live. 

While  Congress  was  in  session,  the  Republican  national  con¬ 
vention  met  at  Baltimore  on  the  7t.li  day  of  June,  ] 864,  to 
nominate  candidates  for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  announce  the  principles  and  policy  of  tho 
Republican  party  of  the  United  Slates.  The  nomination  of  Mr. 
Lincoln  had  already  been  made  by  state  legislatures  and  by 
(lie,  loyal  people  of  the  United  Stales  in  every  form  in  which 
popular  opinion  can  bo  expressed.  Tho  feeble  expressions  ol 
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dissent  wero  but  a  whisper  compared  with  tho  loud  proclama¬ 
tion  coming  from  every  loyal  state  in  favor  of  Lincoln.  Tho 
convention,  with  unanimous  assent,  ratified  and  confirmed 
tho  popular  choice. 

The  nomination  for  Vice  President  Was  dictated  by  tho 
desire  to  recognize  the  loyalty  and  patriotism  of  those  who, 
living  in  states  in  rebellion,  remained  true  and  loyal  to  tho 
Pedoral  Union.  Though  Mr.  Johnson  disappointed  the  expec¬ 
tations  of  those  who  nominated  him,  yet  at  that  time  his  cour¬ 
age  and  fidelity  and  his  services  and  sacrifices  for  the  causo  of 
the  Union  fully  justified  his  nomination. 

More  important,  even,  than  the  choice  of  candidates,  was 
tho  declaration  by  the  convention  of  tho  policy  of  the  ltepnb- 
lioan  party.  The  key-note  of  that  policy  was  tho  third  resolu¬ 
tion,  as  follows : 

“  Jttnulri'l,  Holt  as  slavery  was  Ilia  cause.  anil  now  constitutes  llio 
strength  of  this  rebellion,  and  ,1s  it  must  lie  always  ami  everywhere  linslile 
lu  (lie  principles  of  republican  no\  crimtcm,  justice  ami  the  iialiolial  stifely 
demand  its  utter  and  complete  exlirpation  from  die  soil  of  tin-  republic  ;  and 
dial  we  Iipliuld  ami  maintain  die  nets  and  pii.eliimalinns  by  which  tlm  gov- 
eniinenl,  in  its  own  defense,  bus  aimed  n  dcatliblnw  al  tin)  gigantic  evil. 

We  are  ill  faior.  further more,  of  Slteli  an  a . .  lo  the  i-onsl  ilulioli,  to 

be  made  by  the  people  in  conformity  witli  its  provisions,  as  shall  terminate 
and  forever  prohibit  the  existence  of  slavery  within  the  limits  or  tho  jurisdic¬ 
tion  of  flie  I’nited  Stales.’’ 

This  was  the  logical  result  of  tho  wav.  If  it  was  carried 
into  full  execution,  it  would  settle  on  a  just  and  sure  founda¬ 
tion  the  only  danger  that  ever  threatened  the  prosperity  of  tho 
Union.  This  was  happily  carried  into  full  olfcet  by  the  consti¬ 
tutional  amendment  to  which  1  have  already  referred. 

The  Democratic  convention  met  at  Chicago  on  the  29t.h  of 
August,  1HG4,  and  nominated  George  B.  McClellan  as  tho  candi¬ 
date  for  President  anil  George  It.  Pendleton  as  Vico  President; 
blit  fur  more  iniporluut  and  dangerous  was  the  second,  and  the 
only  material  resolution  of  the  platform  which  was  drawn  by 
Valhindigham  and  was  as  follows : 

"  A WtW,  llrnl  Ibis  convention  does  explicitly  dcclnrc,  ns  llm  sense  of 
die  American  people,  tlml  aflt-r  four  years  of  failure  lo  restore  tlie  Union  by 
tho  experiment  of  war,  during  width,  under  Iho  pretense  of  a  military 


at  tlio  earliest  practicable  moment,  pmico  may  bo  restored  on  the  basis  of  the 
fodoral  union  of  all  tlio  slatos.” 

This  was  a  falso  declaration,  and  was  also  a  cowardly  sur- 
rciulor  to  enomies  in  open  war.  Those  two  resolutions  mado 
the  momentous  issue  submitted  lo  the  American  people.  From 
the  moment  it  was  mado  the  popular  mind  grew  stronger  and 
firmer  in  favor  of  tho  prosecution  of  the  war  and  the  abolition 
of  slavery,  and  move  resolute  to  resist  tho  surrender  proposed 
to  rebels  in  arms.  Trior  to  tlio  adoption  of  this  resolution, 
there  was  apparent  languor  and  indifference  among  the  people 
as  to  who  should  bo  President,  but  after  its  adoption  there 
could  be  no  doubt  as  to  tlio  trend  of  popular  opinion.  Every 
sentiment  of  patriotism,  the  lovo  of  flag  and  country,  the  pride 
of  our  people  in  the  success  of  our  soldiers,  and  Hie  resentment 
of  tlio  soldiers  themselves  at  this  slur  on  their  achievements — 
all  contributed  to  the  rejection  of  the  candidates  and  the  plat¬ 
form  of  tho  Democratic  party,  and  the  overwhelming  victory 
of  tlio  Republican  party. 

I  had  already  entered  into  tlio  canvass  when  this  resolution 
of  VallniuHgham  was  adopted.  It  was  only  necessary  to  read 
it  to  tho  pooplo  of  Ohio  to  arouse  resentment  and  opposition. 
The  scattered  opposition  to  Mr.  Lincoln,  much  of  it  growing 
out  of  his  conservatism,  at  once  disappeared.  Tlio  discontented 
Republicans  who  met  in  convention  at  Cleveland  again  bccamo 
active  in  the  Republican  ranks.  The  two  parties  that  grow  out 
of  [actional  politics  in  New  York,  tho  lilair  party  and  its 
opponents  in  Missouri,  and  the  army  of  disaffected  oflice- 
seekers,  waived  their  dissensions  anil  griefs.  Horace  Greeley 
and  the  extreme  opponents  of  slavery,  represented  by  Wen¬ 
dell  Phillips,  not  satisfied  with  the  slow,  lmt  constitutional, 
process  of  emancipation  proposed  by  Lincoln,  when  compelled 
to  choose  between  that  plan  of  abolition  and  unconditional 
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surrender  to  sl^ery,  naturally  who  sup- 

body  of  patriotic  Dem0lW  attached  to  their  party,  quietly 
ported  the  war,  hut  were  bhll  atta _h  where  B  year  be- 

voted  for  Lincoln.  In  ,<£  his  disloyalty,  they 

fore  they  voted  against  Valiant hgl  suMeftder  to  the 

naturally  voted  against  his  xesolution 

“I,-.,,.., ».«.  i  •— » “s 

where  he  made  patriotic  speech e '  to  |  J  in  tll6  south  was 
alignment  of  ^  autocracy  of  in  {av0r  of 

very  effective.  The election  for  Members  of  Congress 
Lincoln.  The  result  o  the  elechm  dedsive  iTlclication  of  the 

in  the  states  voting  m  Octobeiw^^  elected  a large 

result  in  November.  All  Crmffvess  In  Ohio  the 

majority  of  KefMcanoi^60vel.  5(ri)00  and' elected  17  Re¬ 
union  party  had  a  majonty  °  of  thB  House  of  Bepre- 

publican  and  2 elected  14  Democratic  and  5  Bepuh- 
senta.tives.  In  1862  Oh  election  that  followed  on  the 

lican  Members  The an  overwhelming  victory 
8th  of  November, 1864 ^  f  d  McClellan  21  electoral  votes, 

ington  soon  after  the  election.  movements  of  Gen- 

°  ^  was  naturally  thebose  of  Novem- 

eral  Sherman  s  marc  !  {rom  the  south;  that  General 

ber  we  had  all  s01^  Con£ederate  troops,  that  his  sup- 

Sherman  was ,  SnT'° "^successful  attacks  had  been  made  upon 
plies  were  cut  off,  that  succe&iu  uneasv,  and  went  to 

President  Lincoln  to  „0]l  n0i  behave  no  news  from 

f’mmnf  Shlrman'  We  know  what  hole  he  went  in  at,  but  we 
d„°  noSw  what  hole  he  will  come  out  of,”  bu  he g  expressed 
,  ■  •  tint  General  Sherman  was  all  right,  boon  altei, 

Ins  opinio  ;cm  came  that  General  Slierman  had  ar- 

Hved'at  Savannah,  that  Fort  McAllister  was  taken,  and  the 


brief  period  1 1  n  *  jmwrr  ol  Mm  (‘unlodonile  Shuns  would  on  ox- 
Imiisled  ii ut I  peiirn  would  follow.  Wo  Imd,  liowovor,  In  l»*(jfis- 
hdn  ii  ]  k  hi  1 1  n «  Imsis  id  llm  nmlinimd  prosrciil inli  (d  llm  will', 
it,nd  il.  (Imndoiv  hncumw  nomssury  In  itiorouso  llio  revenues  in 
nvory  possible  wuy,  mid  lo  provide  for  now*  lomis.  Tim  utd  np- 
|irovi'd  Mil  roll  M,  1-sr.ri,  milhori/.oil  llm  Serrelury  of  I  ho  Treusury 
lo  Iioitow  hoi  exceeding  Hl.Oltil^Hiri,  mid  |o  issue  (Imreforu 
bonds  or  IhMiMiry  nolos  id  llm  Mniled  Slides  in  Mich  form  ns 
1m  1 1 1 i < d 1 1  pro\  ido.  M'liis  was  llm  hid  prrnl.  hum  nut Imri/.ril 
<1  mi  up  llm  wn  r.  An  nd.  I  o  pro\  ido  inlrnm  1  revenue  I o  mi ppnrl 
I  he  povni  numiil  w  us  approved  on  llm  siune  day,  which  Hindi- 
lli'd  nin  ny  id  llm  |u'o\  minus  of  llm  | ire \  inns  ltd ,  I  ml  added  mi h- 


juris  of  luxulhm  uni  embraced  in  pre\  ions  Inws.  II.  espedidly 
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Additional  duties  were  placed  upon  certain  foreign  importa¬ 
tions.  Provisions  were  also  made  for  the  collection  in  tlio  in¬ 
surrectionary  district  within  tlio  United  States  of  the  direct 
taxes  levied  under  the  act  of  18G2.  During  the  entire  session 
my  labor  was  excessive,  and  when  it  closed  my  health  and 
strength  were  greatly  impaired. 


cirAVTMU  xvr. 

Anhahhinatiun  in'  j\  mi  a  ham  I.incih.n. 


. . hmhM  M  m  iii  IH  ii  Si  uni  1 1  S)mmi-|i  in  ||n>  Si-un  t  .•  -  -liiHiipiirnlloti  of  1  .hn-i  »1 11  for  (lm 

Scnniil  ’I'i-iiii'  My  Trip  (<>  I  ho  Smil  Ii  •••  l’n.\  inj.-,  Off  a  ( 'Inn  Hi  hrlil  •  •  MitI  • 

I II)'."  t‘>  IVIrlila!''  Ilir  SuriiMi  of  lln>  l'ni<i|i  Ai  lil.V  -  Ni-i\h  of  I  In*  Drnlii  of 
l.nir.iln  I  All'-inl  ilii-  I'uii'  i'iil  Hn  vin  .i  la-iiHal  •IiiImiihiii'm  Sm  ii-nilrr 
|n  t  li’ih'i  a!  Shi -n  n  1 1  n  Cniil  n.vri  ,iy  with  Sini'lm-y  Hlaalnii  C  i\ i-r  Ilia 
I'lvi'lit  lt'\la\V  of  (Ki.OlHl  Tnni|i.'i  in  \V>i,i|iiuy.lM|i»  filla  of  Him 
Old  SoMn-iii  Annmil  I'l'iinlmi  l.iat  of  $  1  T>< ),( IUI l,i K n I  i  am 
K.'.l. |  lo  (In'  Hi'imla  'I'll,.  Wmli.  H,i vIh  hill-  .fnlni> 
iiod'h  Ti  a, it  I  Ill'll  I  of  I’ll  I  ilia  Mi'll  ■  1 1  in  Wl  n  of  ( lie  Civil 
Ifltfliln  hill  haoixunl/lllliill  of  Ilia  Ui'lial  Slalan 
inn)  Tln-ir  l  iinil  lltHtornlioii  lo  tint  Union. 

ON  lliti  .Ilii  (if  March,  I  Him,  al,  flia  iiiii.nniira.linn  of  I  lm 
1  ’,'<>Hitl(>nf.  n ml  Vice  .I’rcaiilc'ii I.  elect.,  a  aeenn  (ircii crcil 
in  llm  Hi'iiali)  chn ni  1  lar,  which  iimiln  a  aeriinia  ini- 
preaainn,  anil  waa  inilicalivn  nf  wlml.  waa  In  nc.r.nr  in 
l.lai  fill  urn.  Aliniil.  nhivcn  n’clnek  nf  l  linf.  day  Andrew  .Inhnanii, 
Vicn  I ’ ii i 1 1 1 ’ n I ,  was  hImiwii  ini n  llm  nimn  in  Mm  caiiilnl  aa- 
aipncil  In  Hin  Vicn  I'renidenl.,  I  In  e.ninphuned  id  freliui'  unwell 
ainl  anal,  fur  cillinr  wliialiy  nr  hiundy,  ami  ninal,  liavn  drank  ex- 
ccsMivnly  nf  ii.  A  few  niinnlea  licfnm  l.welvn  n'clnc.li  lie  waa 
liHhnrial  inlii  llm  Hnnaln  In  lalln  llm  nalli  nf  nllicn  mill  In  liialin 
llm  naniil  hrief  inlih-caa.  I  In  was  plainly  iiilnxirnled  ami  i In- 
livcrnil  a  aliinip  Hpcccli  nnwnHhy  nf  llm  nc.ciiainn.  Ilnfni'c  him 
wnrn  aaaninhlcil  all  llm  principnl  nllicm'a  nf  llm  pnvcninmnl. 
ami  Mm  diplniniilir.  envpa.  lie  wnnl.  nil  in  a,  mnmflin  ami 
minhlini;  way  Inc  Iwenly  niinnlea  nr  iimre,  mil  i  I  linn  1 1  y  1m  waa 
mippi'csseil  liy  llm  aappeal inn  nf  llm  aeerelary  I Iml.  (he.  lime  I'nr 
Ihe  imuipnmlinn  hail  arriveil,  n ml  lm  ninal.  clnan. 

The  prnrcnainli  waa  fnrmeil  fnr  Ihe  inn npnral inn  ill.  Hie  ensf, 
field.  nf  llm  enpilnl,  where  a  preal.  lnilllil.mle  waa  pnlhereil. 
Them  Mr.  I.incnln  ilelivereil  Ilia  nmiiinrahhi  inaiiKiiral  aihlreaH, 
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Keferring  to  the  condition  of  the  controversy  at  the  time  of  his 
former  inaugural,  he  said : 

“  Both  parties  deprecated  war  ;  but  one  of  them  would  make  war  rather 
than  lot  the  Union  survive*,  and  the  other  would  accept  war  rather  than  lot 
it  perish.  And  tho  war  camo.” 

He  hopefully  predicted  the  result  of  the  war,  but  he  said : 

“Yet,  if  God  wills  Ueit  it  continue  until  all  the  wealth  piled  by  the 
bondman’s  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  of  unrequited  toil  shall  be  sunk,  and 
until  every  drop  of  blood  drawn  with  tho  lash  shall  bo  paid  by  anothor 
drawn  with  the  sword,  us  was  said  Lhreo  thousand  years  ago,  so  still  it  must 
he  said,  ‘The  judgments  of  tho  Lord  are  true  and  righteous  altogether/  ” 

His  peroration  will  always  bo  remembered  for  its  impres¬ 
sive  eloquence : 

“  With  malice  towards  none,  with  charity  for  all,  with  firmness  in  tho 
right,  as  God  gives  us  to  see  the  right,  let  us  strivo  on  to  finish  tho  work 
we  aro  in  ;  to  hind  up  the  nation’s  wounds  ;  to  care  for  him  who  shall  have 
borne  tho  battle,  and  for  his  widow,  ami  his  orphan  ;  to  do  all  which  may 
achiovo  and  cherish  a  just  and  lasting  peace  among  ourselves  and  with  all 
nations.” 

Soon  after  the  adjournment  I  was  invited  by  Secretary 
Stanton,  witli  many  other  Senators  and  our  families,  to  take  a 
trip  to  the  south  in  the  steamer  “llaltic.”  Among  those  on 
hoard  were  Senators  Simon  Cameron,  Wade,  Zacb.  Chandler, 
and  Foster,  of  Connecticut,  then  president  pvo  iempove  of  (he 
Senate.  The  sea  was  exceedingly  boisterous.  Nearly  all  oil 
board  were  sea  sick,  but  none  so  badly  as  Wade  and  Chandler, 
both  of  whom,  I  fear,  violated  the  third  commandment,  and 
nearly  all  the  party  were  in  hearty  sympathy  with  them.  I 
was  a  good  sailor  and  about  the  only  one  who  escaped  the 
common  fate.  We  visited  the  leading  places  of  interest  along 
the  coast,  but  especially  Charleston,  Beaufort  and  Savannah. 
Charleston  had  but  recently  been  evacuated.  General  Sher¬ 
man  was  then  on  his  march  through  North  Carolina.  In 
Charleston  everything  looked  gloomy  and  sad.  I  rode  on 
horseback  alone  through  different  parts  of  the  city,  and  was 
warned  by  officers  not  to  repeat  the  ride,  as,  if  my  name  was 
known,  1  would  be  in  danger  of  beiug  shot. 


twenty  01  uio  party  wuuu  lu  wm  muBwiig-iiuncjc;,  .t  jiu»  un¬ 
finished  skeleton-frame  house  of  considerable  size  without  any 
plastering— a  nicvo  shell.  We  were  shown  to  seats  that  had 
been  reserved  for  us.  The  rest  of  the  congregation  were  ne¬ 
groes  in  ovcry  kind  of  dress  and  of  every  shade  of  color.  The 
scene  was  very  interesting,  but  the  sermon  of  the  preacher 
was  little  hotter  than  gibberish.  Ho  was  a  quaint  old  man, 
wearing  goggles  and  speaking  a  dialect  wo  could  lmrdly  under¬ 
stand.  At  tire  closo  of  his  sermon  he  narrated  How  tho  meet¬ 
ing-house  had  been  built;  that  John  had  hauled  the  logs,  Tom, 
Dick  and  Harry,  miming  them,  had  contributed  their  labor, 
but  thoy  were  in  debt  something  over  $200,  and,  with  a  sig¬ 
nificant  glance  at  our  littlo  party,  ho  thought  this  was  a  good 
time  to  take  up  a  collection.  No  sooner  was  this  said  than 
Cameron,  whispering  to  us,  said:  “Lots  pay  it;  I’ll  givo  twenty 
dollars,”  and  whon  tho  hat  came  around,  instead  of  the  usual 
dimes  and  quarters  in  ragged  currency,  it  received  greenbacks 
of  good  denominations.  In  the  meantime  tho  old  preacher, 
highly  olated,  called  upon  the  audience  to  sing  “John  Brown’s 
Body.”  A  foehlo,  piping  voico  from  an  old  negro  woman 
started  tho  singing  and  tho  rest  of  the  negroes,  with  loud 
molodions  voices,  joined  in,  and,  before  it  was  through,  the 
rest  of  ns  joined  in.  The  hat,  when  returned  to  tho  preachor, 
was  found  to  contain  more  than  fifty  dollars  in  excess  of  tho 
amount  necossary  to  pay  off  the  dobt.  Then,  with  many 
thanks  to  us  by  tho  preacher,  tho  audienco  was  requested  to 
remain  standing  until  their  visitors  left. 

Our  visit  at  Savannah  was  very  interesting.  We  there 
found  many  leading  citizens  of  the  town  who  wero  social  and 
kind,  treating  ns  in  a  friendly  way  by  rides  uronml  the  city. 

In  tho  latter  part  of  March,  I  was  invited  by  General  Sher¬ 
man,  then  on  a  visit  to  Grant  near  Petersburg,  Virginia,  to  go 
with  him  to  Goldsboro,  North  Carolina,  where  his  army  was 
then  encamped.  Secretary  Stanton  was  my  next  door  noighbor, 
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and  our  families  were  intimately  associated.  I  invited  his 
eldest  son,  Edwin,  then  a  young  man  studying  law,  t.o  accom¬ 
pany  me,  an  invitation  which  he  gladly  accepted.  We  joined 
General  Sherman  at  Fortress  Monroe  and  accompanied  him  on 
the  steamer  "Bat”  to  Newbern  and  tkencc  by  rail  to  Goldsboro. 
There  was  a  senso  of  danger  in  traveling  by  rail  through  a 
country  mostly  unoccupied,  but  wo  reached  the  army  at  Golds¬ 
boro  safely.  There  I  bad  my  first  view  of  a  great  army  in 
marching  garb.  Most  of  the  troops  had  received  their  new 
uniforms  and  equipments,  but  outlying  rogiments  were  con¬ 
stantly  coming  in,  ragged,  with  tattered  hats,  shoes  and  boots 
of  every  description,  almost  black  from  exposure  and  the 
smoke  of  the  pine  woods,  and  as  hardy  a  looking  set  of  men  as 
one  could  conceive  of.  They  had  picked  up  all  kinds  of  para¬ 
phernalia,  “stove  pipe”  hats  being  the  favorite,  and  had  all 
sorts  of  wagons  gathered  in  their  march.  Their  appearance 
was  rapidly  changed  by  new  uniforms.  After  a  brief  visit  I 
returned  to  Washington,  and  tlienco  to  my  home  at  Mansfield. 

1  was  invited  soon  after,  on  tho  14th  of  April,  to  attend  a 
mass  meeting  at  Columbus  to  celebrate  the  success  of  tho 
Union  army.  I  accepted  the  invitation  and  attended  an  im¬ 
mense  meeting  in  the  open  air  on  the  capitol  grounds,  and 
there  Samuel  Galloway  and  myself  made  addresses.  Meetings 
were  held,  congratulations  uttered  in  tho  evening  of  that  day. 
The  whole  city  was  in  holiday  utt ire,  ornamented  with  flags! 
and  everywhere  and  with  everybody,  there  was  an  expression 
of  joy.  I  retired  lato  at  night  to  my  room  in  the  lmtol,  and 
after  my  fatigue  slept  soundly. 

Early  the  next  morning  Kush  Sloane,  a  personal  friend, 
rapped  at  my  door  and  announced  to  me  the  news  of  the  assas¬ 
sination  of  Lincoln,  and,  as  thou  reported,  that  of  Seward. 

1  he  change  from  joy  to  mourning  that  day  in  Columbus  was 
marked  and  impressive.  No  event  of  my  life  created  a  more 
pain  ul  impression  than  this  news  following  tho  rejoicings  of 
lie  day  before,  I  returned  to  Washington  and  attended  the 
.moral  services  over  the  body  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  thou  about  to  bo 

Illinois  011  1 16  °Ug  j0lU'"ey  t0  his  okl  1101110  111  Springfield, 
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Oil  llin  lilli  ot  liny,  in  response  io  Iho  invitation  of  my 
neighbors  in  Mmmllold,  I  imuln  an  uddross  upon  t-lio  lifo  and 
rlmtunler  nf  llm  dcml  I’resident.  II,  o.xprossod  Uia  opinion  mid 
respect  I  I  lien  nnlnrliiiiiiHl  for  lilni,  mid  nmv  I  amid  add 
nothing  In  ill.  As  limn  moves  on  his  lianio  and  fnmo  beooino 
I >i  if,flil nr,  wliilci  most  n[  his  rnnlempmurina  urn  nun  by  ono  for- 
gollen. 

Soon  nflnr  the  dciilli  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  Um  tornis  of  I, ho  snr- 
rendiT  of  (Innnnil  .lolmslon  In  llnnnml  Sherman  Imnaino  tlio 
Milijeid  id  n  viidnnl.  eiiiil rovi'i-Hy.  On  llm  iilsl.  of  April,  Kne.rn- 
I  ;i  rv  Shi  id  on  issued  mi  nrdnr  In  Oeneriil  (I  mill'.  In  pronnnd  im- 
lnediid  id  v  I  n  I  lie  liendc|muiors  id  (Innnnil  Shni'iimn  and  dirnel, 
e|iei,diinis  iigninsl.  I  lie  enemy,  lie  issued  a.  Iiullnl.in  in  wliinli 
lie  i  nl  i  nut  I  ■  llml  hnvis  mid  Ins  piirlismis  worn  cm  I, hair  way 
In  i-hcii pi>  In  Mexico  or  Hiiropn  willi  u,  largo  ninoinil,  tit  gold 
plundered  from  I  lie  llirlitnnnd  bunks  mid  from  nllior  nnurnos, 
mid  llml-  tliey  lio[it>d  In  timin'  levins  ivil.li  (Innniul  Sherman  by 
wliieli  I  liny  would  bn  pni'iiiil led  willi  their  olTeels,  including 
llieir  gold  plmidei',  In  go  l,n  Moxinn  nr  Knrnpo.  '.I’lio  mast  via- 
lenl.  noil  inmdling  imnigmplm  ivern  published  in  tlio  miwsiiu- 
pnrs,  HidiHlmilially  arraigning  Onnniul  Hheriimli  ns  a  traitor 
mid  impuling  In  him  enri'iipl,  innl.h'os.  I  fell,  myself  bnund  at 
mien,  uni  In  defend  t lid  lorius  id  mirrender,  lull;  to  ropol  tlio 
iniiuendiies  iiinied  at  Onuniwl  Shnrmmi,  This  led  inn  into  a 
ennli-iiveisy  willi  Mr.  Slmilon,  not  wnrlli  wliiln  to  rnniill. 

I  believed  I  lieu  tout  slill  Imlinvn  I  lin.l.  Im  was  undnr  l.lni  inllu- 
enre  id  perlmps  n  Wnll-gnmnded  feur  find,  his  life  ivns  in  dan¬ 
ger.  The  iiliuii.aplinre  of  Wisshinglmi  senined  l,n  bn  r.lnirgnd 
Willi  I  error,  riiused  by  I  he  iissiissination  of  liinr.idn,  l.lni  wound¬ 
ing  of  Seward  nml  llm  (lirnuls  against  all  who  worn  r.onspir.n- 
miH  in  imlilinil  nr  mil il ary  lifo  in  I  ho  Union  r.nasn.  Now,  sinro 
we  uni  fully  infiirmeil  of  all  llm  sniTnnuding  e.ii'nnmstmn'.ns 
eenneeleil  willi  1 1m  Hiiri'endei',  and  llm  belief  of  (Innnnil  Slmr- 
Iiiiiii  1 1ml  .he  whs  si  lid  ly  eurrying  mil.  llm  pnlir.y  id  I'rosidiint 
I  ,i iiei ill i,  it  is  pin  in  Unit  lie  nidcd  in  what  hn  sn|ipnsnd  wns  l  lm 
line  id  duly,  lie  did  mil.  niiitprnliciid  llml.  the  filial  nrinni  ill 
Wif-hiio'lnn  elmnged  I  he  wlniln  iispeel.  of  affairs.  Ilisagrnn- 
nienl.  willi  .lobn.slmi  wns  on  ils  fime  dnr.hu'od  to  ho  inoporativo 
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until  approved  by  tbe  authorities  at  Washington,  awl,  while 
(lie  political  features  of  the  surrender  could  not  be  approved,  a 
rimiilo  notification  of  disapproval  would  have  been  cheerfully 
acted  upon  and  the  orders  of  the  Presidont  would  have  been 

faithfully  carried  out,  .  .  ,  ,,  v 

General  Sherman,  when  be  received  nol.ico  of  tbo  disap¬ 
proval  of  bis  action,  at  once  notified  Johnston,  and  now  terms 
were  arranged  in  exact  accordance  with  those  conceded  by 
General  Grant  to  General  Lee. 

1  remained  in  Washington  until  the  arrival,  on  the  19th  of 
May,  of  General  Sherman’s  army,  which  encamped  by  the 
roadside  about  half  way  between  Alexandria  and  the  Long 
Bridge.  1  visited  the  general  there  and  found  that  lie  was  still 
smarting  under  what  lie  called  the  disgrace  put  upon  him  by 
Stanton.  I  advised  him  to  keep  entirely  quiet,  said  the  feeling 
had  passed  away  and  that  his  position  was  perfectly  well  un¬ 
derstood.  I  persuaded  him  to  call  on  the  President  and  such 
member's  of  the  cabinet  as  he  knew,  and  accompanied  him. 
He  was  dressed  in  full  uniform,  well  worn,  was  bronzed  and 
looked  tbe  picture  of  health  and  strength.  As  a  matter  of 
course  he  refused  to  call  on  Stanton  and  denounced  him  in 
unmeasured  terms,  declaring  that  he  would  insult  him  when¬ 
ever  the  opportunity  occurred.  When  he  came  in  contact  with 
his  fellow  officers  and  found  that,  they  sympathized  with  him 
his  anger  abated,  and  by  the  time  the  great  review  took  placo, 
he  seemed  to  have  recovered  his  usual  manner. 

The  review  of  General  Mcado’s  army  was  to  occur  on  Tues¬ 
day,  May  28,  and  that  of  General  Sherman's,  as  it  was  culled, 
on  tbe  24th.  General  Sherman,  with  his  wife  and  her  father, 
Hon.  Thomas  Ewing,  and  myself,  were  present  on  tbe  reviewing 
stand  on  flic  first  day  of  the  review.  He  received  on  the  stand 
tho  congratulations  of  hundreds  of  people  and  seemed  to  enjoy 
every  moinont  of  timo.  He  was  constantly  pointing  out  to 
Mr.  Ewing  and  myself  the  difference  between  tho  eastern  and 
western  armies,  in  which  ho  evidently  preferred  the  Army  of 
the  West.  On  the  next  day,  prompt  to  the  time  stated,  attended 
by  a  brilliant  staff,  he  rode  slowly  lip  Pennsylvania  avenue  at 
the  head  of  his  column,  and  was  followed  by  a  lnagniflcout 
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army  of  65,000  men,  organized  into  four  army  corps,  and 
marching  with  that  precision  only  possiblo  with  experienced 
troops.  His  description  of  the  scene  in  his  “  Memoirs”  proves 
his  deep  interest  in  the  appearance  of  his  army  and  his  evident 
prido  in  it.  When  he  arrived  at  tho  grand  stand,  where  the 
President  reviewed  the  troops,  lie  dismounted,  left  the  line, 
came  upon  tho  stand  and  took  his  place  by  tho  side  of  the 
President.  Everyone  knew  his  relations  to  Stanton,  and  was 
curious  to  seo  the  rosnlt.  of  their  meeting.  I  stood  very  near 
tlie  general,  and  as  ho  approached  lie  shook  hands  witli  the 
President  and  the  members  of  the  cabinet,  but.  when  Stanton 
partially  reached  out  his  hand,  General  Sherman  passed  him 
without  remark,  hut  everyone  within  sight  could  perceive  the 
intended  insult,  which  satisfied  his  honor  at  the  expense  of  his 
priulenco.  1-Towevor,  it  is  proper  to  say  that  these  two  men, 
both  eminent  in  thoir  way,  became  entirely  reconciled  before 
tho  death  of  Mr.  Stanton.  General  Sherman  always  stopped 
with  mo  when  he  was  temporarily  in  Washington,  and  1  know 
that  in  a  very  brief  period  they  met  and  conversed  in  a  friendly 
way.  When  Mr.  Stanton  lay  upon  his  death  bed,  General  Sher¬ 
man  not  only  called  upon  him,  hut  tendered  his  services,  and 
exhibited  every  mark  of  respect,  for  him. 

Tho  groat  body  of  the  volunteer  forces  was  disbanded,  the 
officers  and  soldiers  were  returning  to  their  homes.  To  most 
of  them  the  war  was  a  valuable  lesson.  It  gave  them  a  start 
in  lifo  and  a  knowledge  and  experience  that  opened  the  door 
to  all  employment,  especially  to  official  positions  in  state  and 
nation.  In  all  popular  elections  the  soldier  was  generally  pre¬ 
ferred.  This  was  a  just  recognition  for  his  sacrifices  and 
services.  I  hope  and  trust  that  while  a  single  survivor  of  the 
War  of  tire  Itebellion  is  left  among  us,  he  will  everywhere  he 
recoivcd  with  honor  and  share  all  the  respect  which  the  boys  of 
my  generation  wero  so  eager  to  grant  and  extend  to  the  heroes 
of  tho  Revolutionary  War.  The  service  of  one  was  as  valuablo 
as  the  otlior,  rendered  on  a  broader  field,  in  greater  numbers, 
witli  greater  sacrifices,  and  with  the  same  glorious  results  of 
securing  the  continuance  of  an  experiment  of  free  government, 
the  most  successful  in  tho  history  of  mankind  and  which 
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is  now,  I  profoundly  (rust,  so  well  secured  )>y  Hie  heroism  nml 
valor  of  our  soldiers,  Ibid,  for  general  ions  and  reidurics  yd  In 
coino  no  enemy  will  ilurn  In  aim  a  Mow  ul  1  lin  life  of  I  Im  n>- 
publio.  For  flio  wounded  mid  disabled  soldiers  ti  rid  I  lie  widows 
mul  orphans  of  those  who  foil,  a  larger  provision  of  punsiuns 
was  frooly  gmnlod  limn  ovor  lioforo  by  miy  imlion  in  nurionl. 
or  modorn  limes.  Provision  WHS  nuolo  by  I  lie  general  gnvern- 
monli,  and  by  most,  of  llio  loyal  slnlrs,  for  lios)iilals  and  Inunrs 
for  llio  Winnulocl.  Tlid  laidios  of  I  base  who  died  in  (lie  semen 
havo  boon  carofully  e-ollrr.lod  inlu  eeiueleries  in  all  purls  of  I  bn 
Uailod  Blatos.  If  Iberc  lias  been  any  negb'el  or  delay  in  (.{raid¬ 
ing  pensions,  it  lias  boon  caused  by  I  be  vast  mnnlior  of  upplicu* 
lions — inoro  than  a  million-  and  lluulillicnlly  as  lime  passes 
in  securing  l.bo  noeassary  proof.  Tbo  pension  list  now,  I  bil  l  y 
years  aftor  tbo  war,  requires  iinnually  Hie  sum  of  more  Ilian 
$150,000,00(1,  or  Ibren  limes  Ibn  ainoiml.  of  all  I  be  expenses  of 
tbo  national  governnieid.  before  I  lie  war.  ix'n  I'oiiiplainl  is 
mado  ef  (bis,  but  Congress  readily  grinds  any  inerease  do. 
nmmleil  by  llio  feebleness  of  age  or  Hie  decay  of  .slreuglb.  I 
trust,  anil  believe,  Had.  Ibis  policy  will  In'  nmliiiiird  uni  if  llio 

last  surviving  siildier  of  Ibn  war  . . .  Ibn  . . .  fain 

of  all. 

1  parUr.ipniod  in  llio  eiinvnss  nf  |.HIi.*i,  w  lieu  lleneral  ducob 
D,  Cax,  tbo  Hepiiblieim  i-ii mliilni e  for  gmernor  in  Dbio,  and  a 
Ifopublican  legislature  were  eleeled  with  lad  lillle  epposilien. 
The  first  duty  of  Mils  legislal  are  was  lo  eleel  a  Sonnier.  Tbero 
was  a  friendly  eoiilenl.  between  lleneral  Hubert  C.  Sdieacli, 
.Hon.  John  A.  llinglaun  and  myself,  lad  I  was  m.ioiimlcil  on 
tho  first  ballot,  and  duly  eleeled. 

I  received  ninny  Idlers  from  Horace  iireeley,  in  Hie  follow¬ 
ing  ono  of  wbie.li  he  shiiwed  a  greal  interest  in  ui\  re  elei-lion 
to  llio  Senate: 


Ki  iv  Vein.,  I'fUocn 

JiON.  John  Sukumans 

My  Duau  Kuo.  ■  Y.,im,„f  il„,  fill.  ;„„i.  »t  |,„i,.|.  1  ,,,„ 
llio  ooinliimuina  in  uupplniu  y.m  in  Hi,.  K,.|,„i.* ,,„,i,.  „ 

of  HUCIM'HR,  l  dill  lint  ail'llll  1,1  Itlblde  li,  ll„.  ri.nn,.(,.rHt.  |„, |  ,w 
t«  by  tiio  dispute}!  alii,, li  K„t  i„i„  ,„,r  (  '„| . . 
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'  loonlity’  as  he  says, but  die  change  to  ‘loyalty’  was  a  very  awkward  one  in 
these  clays;  so  I  felt  compellod  to  correct  it. 

I  fear  moro  the  raids  of  Thacl.  Stevens  on  the  treasury  than  those  of 
Mosby  on  our  lines.  Yours, 

Horace  Gheelky. 

When  Congress  met  on  the  4th  of  December,  1865,  it  had 
before  it  two  important  problems  which  demanded  immediate 
attention.  One  was  a  measure  for  the  reconstruction  of  the 
states  lately  in  rebellion  and  the  other  was  a  plan  for  refund, 
ing  and  paying  the  public  debt.  It  was  unfortunate  that  no 
moasnre  had  boon  provided  before  the  close  of  the  war  defining 
the  condition  of  the  states  lately  in  rebellion,  securing  tho  freed- 
mcn  in  their  new-born  rights,  and  restoring  those  states  to  their 
place  in  tho  Union.  Therefore,  during  tho  long  vacation,  from 
April  to  December,  tho  whole  matter  was  left  to  exooutivc  au¬ 
thority.  If  Lincoln  had  lived,  his  action  would  have  boon  ac¬ 
quiesced  in.  It  would  have  been  liberal,  based  upon  universal 
emancipation  of  negroes,  unci  pardon  to  rebels.  It  was  sup¬ 
posed  that  President  Johnson  would  err,  if  at  all,  in  imposing 
too  harsh  torms  upon  these  states.  His  violent  speeches  in  the 
canvass  of  1804,  and  his  fierco  denunciation  of  the  leaders  in 
the  Rebellion,  led  us  all  to  suppose  that  he  would  insist  upon  a 
reconstruction  by  the  loyal  people  of  the  south  and  that  rea¬ 
sonable  protection  would  be  extended  to  the  emancipated  ne¬ 
groes.  Tho  necessity  of  legislation  for  the  reconstruction  of 
the  Confederate  states  was  foreseen  and  provision  had  beon 
made  by  Congress,  during  the  war,  by  what  was  known  as 
tho  Wado-Davis  bill,  to  provide  for  the  reorganization  of 
these  states.  During  the  37th  Congress,  Henry  Winter  Davis, 
though  not  then  a  Member  of  the  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives,  prepared  a  bill  to  meet  this  exigency.  It  was  a  bill  to 
guarantee  to  cacli  state  a  republican  form  of  government, 
ft  embodied  a  plan  by  which  these  states,  thou  declared 
by  Congress  to  ho  in  a  state  of  insurrection,  might,  when  that 
insurrection  was  subdued  or  abandoned,  come  back  freely  and 
voluntarily  into  tho  Union.  It  provided  for  representation,  for 
tho  election  of  a  convention  and  a  legislature,  and  of  Senators 
and  Members  of  Congress.  It  was  a  complete  guarantee  to 
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the  pouplo  of  tho  insuiTpeliomny  slides  I lml  njion  m-lnin 
ditions  these  states  idighl.  resume  llirlr  )*lmv-  in  Mm  Ihiinn 
when  tho  insurrection  hud  roused.  'I'liiw  bill  he  liumlod  hi  nm. 
I  introduced  it  nt  his  roipirst.  ((.  wus  referml  In  llm  jmlirinry 
committee,  lml.  won  mil,  nolrd  upon  hy  il. 

Afterwards  Mr.  I iiivis  ruum  info  I lm  IlSIh  Congress  im  u 
Momhor  of  the  Mouse  of  Hr|irrseiiliilivrM.  Aiming  Ihe  lirsl. 
acts  performed  )iy  him  uflrr  Inking  his  soul.  ivns  Mm  hdriiilur- 
tionof  this  hiuuo  hill.  Mn  Mm  lfilli  of  I irromlicr,  lHlill.il  was 
debated  in  tho  Jlimso  of  llepreseiil  olives  n ml  passed  hy  n  Very 
decided  vote,  and  wan  sent  hi  the  Seoul  o,  1 1,  was  roperloil 
to  tho  Senate  favorably,  bill,  in  phiru  of  if  was  snbslituU'd  a 
proposition  offnrod  hy  II,  1 1  ml/  llrown,  of  Missouri.  This 
substitute  provided  a  mode  by  which  Iho  eloreu  I'oiifeilemlo 
states  might,  when  tho  llohelliou  wus  sii|i|iressecl  wilhin  I  heir 
limits,  lie  restored  lo  I  heir  old  |ilure  io  I  he  Union.  Tho  hill 
was  soul,  hiie.lt  lo  the  House  with  ihe  proposei  I  snbslillile.  A 
connnilloo  of  e.onfereiiee  whs  ii | i | n ii nl i ol,  n ml  |h|.  Mouse  prr- 

ferring  tho  original  hill,  Mm  Semite  n . ini  from  ils  nimnnl- 

mont,  and  ivlm.l.  whs  lomwn  im  Mu'  Whole  )i:i\  is  hill  j >n -si .,1.  ||. 

wont  to  President  l.ineoln,  \v)m  did  mil  iippimr  il,  uml  il,  ilhl 
not  become  a  law,  but  on  Mm  Kill  of  .Inly,  )Hlil,  uflor  Iho  ehm 
of  tho  session,  he  issued  Ihe  following  piiirlinimUim  : 

I'hVlOOiM.IH,  lit  till!  Illlll  hl’SHil.II  1  'nllgre',',  j.ll-  ,nl  ,1  I, ,||  0.  IMUOiDlIV  III 
ooi'lnin  hIiiIiih,  iWiukii  gnvnnilneiih  lintn  or  merdnonn,  u 

republican  fnrm  of  gnvuiiiiiiofii,  u  i*ii[.r  ..1  ulnef  is  l,..[,,iu,tii  «u,m v.-.l  ;  ui„| 
wliorcua  llio  mid  bill  mn  prmmnled  In  ilm  I  ‘i.  i.l.  ol  i.f  r,iu,,,l  Si„i,  f,,r 

Ws  approval  less  thrill  mm  limir  Imb.rn  lire  i-inr  inljmui . „1  ,,f 

Sion,  nml  wim  net  signed  Iry  Jiiln  ;  mid  ubereiie  (t..-  said  till  .  m, Inins,  n„e,i,;; 

otliov  lliingn,  n  plnii  fer  resliiring  die  Male,  in  .  . .  n,  il.eir  i,i.,i.er 

prnotiiml  n-lnliiiii  iu  din  llnimi,  nbieb  plmi  ,.<|,r . -  die  . . . 

upon  dint 'Kuliji'ni,  nnil  wtieb  plan  it  r.  nun'  dn.ntdii  lit  a.  >,n  l.etse  dm 
poopln  lor  dioir  onmiiilenidnii : 

“Now,  llmriilnii.,  I,  Ahnilmiii  l.iiienlu,  President  ef  die  I  nile.l  Sen,.,, 
do  procluhll,  iliMillire,  uml  in, ill,,  linnlvn,  dial  nlnle  I  1,1,1  las  1  uns  in  Meeene 
bor  Inst,  wlmu  hy  |ivneluiiiulinn  I  prop, am, led  n  pl.iii  t,.r  r.  ,l.,i..o..ni  inn, re. 
pared,  by  n  Inmml  upprnvnl  ,,f  dii*  Kill,  I,,  l„.  mlt..il,h  e„nnnui.d  t„ 
aniglo  plan  of  mUnmliiui  ;  mn)  while  1  mn  1.I-.1  mi|, repined  l„  deet.re  itn'l 
tlm  hco  undo  nniiatioitinnn  nml  g,n  emmeiil-  nlie,  1.I1  „d,.pl.d  nnd  insl.dle.l 
ill  ArKmiBUH  nml  lnmisiunil  t-liiill  be  *„|  node  nml  held  f ..r  mnight,  diereby 
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"'“I  'li»''"Hiut,'ii!j'  (Ini  J.n-ul  ,iili/.i.,in  \vlu>  hiivt.  mil  up  ilm  mum,  iih  Ic. 
fiilllnT  i'ITmiI,  nr  In  1 1  m* I nvii  u  rimnUniliniml  nnnlpnlimny  in  lIongri'BH  In 
nlinliwli  nlim-rv  in  hlnli'H,  l  mu  nl  pm  mnmi  tilin'  rimiarely  Imping  null 

’■'1 . dag  'I"'1  11  in  HiMlil  minim  I  iinmii, Inmnl  iilmlMiing  nlnvury  tliroiifrluml 

tin*  llltlinli  limy  III,  minplnii." 


Hi'  mlili'il  Ills  reasoiiH  fur  mil,  approving  tlio  Wado-DaviH 
liill,  lln  iliil  mil.  nut i ri’ly  disapprove,  of  it,  hot  Haiti  it  was  mm 
uf  mmmrniiH  plans  wliirli  might  lai  adopted.  Mr,  Snmnor 
Hllilcil,  on  llin  Hour  uf  Ilm  Somdo,  Hint  lm  luul  bud  an  intorviow 
willi  I’residiml.  liiuriilii  imininlialoly  ntfor  l.bo  imblioatiou  of 
llml.  |inii'laiiiu.l inn,  mill  il.  wiih  Hin  mdijnel,  of  vary  minuto  anil 
pml nirluil  I'liiivor.nilimi,  in  Ilm  I'nurse  of  wliioli, after  di.son.s.sing 
Ilm  delnils,  Mr.  Iiiiirulu  ns  1  iii'nsiu!  bin  rngrnl,  l.lml,  1m  luul  mil, 
uppruM'il  Ilm  bill.  I  liavo  ii.lwa.vn  llmnglil,  Hint  Mr.  Iiiunolii 
iiiiulo  a  serious  mini ulio  in  defeating  a  nioiiHurn,  wliioli,  if 
iulti|ili'il,  would  liavo  avoiioil  many  if  mil.  all  l.bn  dillioull.ii'H 
llml,  mil isi’ipni'i it ly  arose  in  Ilm  rrr.niisl.ruc.Uon  of  Uio  robol 
alnles, 

'I'lin  noxl,  and  rinsing  hohshiu  nf  l.lmt  Uongross  nogloetod 
In  prnviilii  fur  Ilm  n'ui'ganii'.al.ion  of  I, lmso  status,  and,  (.linn, 
wlicn  Mr.  .lolmnim  bomimi  1'roHiilont,  llioro  was  no  provi¬ 
sion  of  law  lu  gniiln  bim  in  Hin  noooHsary  pror.omi  of  rocon- 
nl rnrl ion.  Tims,  by  l.lio  disagreenmiil.  Imtwcum  Congross  ami 
I’residiml.  Iiiiii'iiln,  which  r.iininmnoiiil  two  yoai'H  bol'oro  thn 
rinse  of  ilm  wnr,  llioro  was  no  law  upon  Uio  ntalmto  book  to 
gniiln  i > i  1  ln>)-  Ilm  J’rrsidoid.  or  Ilm  people  ol:  (bo  soul, horn  still, oh 
in  I  Imir  olTorl.  to  got  hack  info  l.lio  Union.  It  lioc.amn  im- 
|ii'ralivn  during  Ilm  long  porioil  boforo  Urn  mooting  of  OongrosH 
llml,  I'residonl,  .lolumon  should,  in  l.lio  abmiuod  of  legislation, 
fommlalo  some  plan  for  Ilm  roi'onMl.riml.ion  of  t.lmso  nl.iit.on,  llo 
did  adopt  hiiIi.hI aid  ially  Ilm  plan  propound  and  iw.l.nd  upon  by  Mr. 
I.iiiroln.  A  flee  IbiM  long  lapse  of  fimo  1  am  conviimod  l.lml;  Mr, 
.IoIimhoii’h  Hi'lmmo  of  rrorgaiir/nUnn  wim  wIho  and  jiidumniH. 
II  wiih  mi  fori  ii  mi  I  o  I  hat  if  had  hot  flm  Haimtiun  of  UimgrosH 
and  llml.  events  winn  brought  Urn  President  and  CungrosH  into 
linsliHly.  Who  doubts  flmt  if  llmro  lm.il  Imim  a  law  upon  tlio 
.slid nln’liook  b.v  wliioli  Ilm  jiooplo  of  Uio  .soul.horn  states  could 
liavo  bcoii  guided  in  Lhoir  olliirt  In  e.umo  back  into  tbo  billion, 
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I  liny  would  have  rliri'iTully  fi  il  Ii  i\\  <•<  I  il,  nil  luiiif.'li  Hid  I'uinli- 
liminlmil  lii'rii  Imnll  In  I  In  <  iiliM'iii'd  nf  law  Imlli  Uiirulii  mill 
.liililiHim  ilicl  milisliiHliiilly  ri|,'lil.  wlidii  I lu-y  udnjil ml  n  |ilmi  nf 
Uu'it'  uwn  ami  dinli'inim'il  In  runyil  inlii  i'Mm'iiI inn.  ■Inlm.nni, 
liofnrn  lin  wiih  nldi'ldil  mill  wliiln  iirlinn  ua  iiiililmy  unvi'iiinr  nf 
'I'dlilidWidd,  dM'dlildil  Hid  )|||II|  nf  Kilirnlii  in  lllnl-  nlnld  mill 
Hiilwi|ildlilly  inln|ildi|  llin  Hillin'  Jilini  rni-  I  lit-  idnijinnizill  inn  nf 
I  lid  ri'lidl  hI  it  Ids.  In  all  llidHi'  plans  I  lin  riml  m  I  iili-u  was  I  till  I 
Hid  hI  all's  ill  i  iisil  iti'i'I  it  Hi  W'di'e  nlill  hIiiIch,  nlililldil  In  lin 
rival  ml  ns  hiii'Ii,  Tliny  win'd  ildHcnln'il  in  "Tim  •  •  1 1 i  ■  1 1  hIiiIi'h 
wllil’ll  IlllVd  liddll  lldl'llll'dll  In  lid  ill  illHIIITl'dl  inn."  Tlll'I'd  Will 
an  i'xjh'i'Hm  in'iiv'iniim  llml  : 

"No  Si’imlor  nr  ltr|ir<**"iiOiUvo  hlmll  ln«  iHhuiitn!  inin  liimu'li  tif 

('uUKrowi  fmm  muj  »;/*  until  moil  MmM  Imn*  rol  m/r/i 

ahitr  i<(il il )»'•  I  fo  *iirh 

Ik  nil  Du*  JiIimis  propound  in  (‘nuproNN,  no  \\o!l  un  in  Dm  phni 
of  JnliliMun,  il  wiih  ilcrlmvil  I  Ini  l-  ol ;i  l  oh  hud  im  riphl  whiln  in 
iUHiimrl  inn  In  olorl  olool  him  |  n  Dm  olool  nr;i  I  rnllrpo ;  I  hoy  Iliul 
lin  ri}'lil.  In  olorl  SoiiiiliH  '  mnl  hVpiv  •nnl;il  i\o.;.  In  ntlior 
words  limy  rnnld  nnl  m.-nino  I  In*  pnuoi..,  rijdd  ■;  mol  pri\ ilopo-s 
cnnfnlToi)  Hpim  slid  oh  hy  I  ho  l  'em  I  il  ul  inn  nf  Dio  I' nil  oil  .Sljil  oh, 
oxropl  hy  1  In*  I’niooul  nf  rniipiv  .  Iluuii}'  l;ihon  up  unns 
hKiiuihI.  1  h«*  IhiiU'U  Slnlos.  llioy  h\  (hoi  ;ud  In  I  Ihoir  mnDi- 
Ini innal  pnw ors  wiDiin  Dio  i  nifod  Shdo;  In  p.uwrn  und  run- 
fra  I  our  rouiw-ik  Tlmy  midd  nnl  in  Dio  ulooliun  of  u 

I’rowiilohl,  nr  uf  Soualnr.i  nr  Momhoi.-i  nf  t 'mu'io -s ;  hnl  Dmy 
\vori\  nl  ill  mIhIoh.  Thi’  HUpronm  pn\\i  »■  uf  l'mi'»ro.*  <  In  rhini^o. 
ullvr  nr  lundify  Dm  hHm  nf  Dm  I'rridohl  mui  In  mluiil  nr  m- 
jrrt  liman  hIilI i*«  mnl  Dmir  Sonufnm  mnl  Ifopio  oiilnliM^  sil  ils 
will  him!  ploiiNiiro,  mol  I  lm  rnuD  il  ul  inim)  riph!  nf  Dm*  in>poofi\  o 
Dhiihoh  In  pnlpa  nf  Dm  olorliun.  rolmu  mid  ijuniiliral hum  nf 
il-H  mvn  Mnmhrrn  wrro  rornpui/rd.  Whim  M r.  .Inhirini  m nit* 
inln  pownr  )m  ft  mud  llm  Unhid  linn  :mh  I  mil  hilly  :  uhihmd.  Hi*' 
llltd,  tud,  was  In  ndiiin  in  In*  rnnlidoiioo,  mid  in  1 1 i h  rnuiiHK 
ovwry  nminbrr  nf  Dm  nihiiml  nf  Abnihnm  Uimnbj.  mo),  m»  fur 
as  wn  knnw,  rvrry  nmusurr  aduplod  h\  him  lmd  I  ho  uppmvn) 
and  Miinclinii  nf  Dial  nihiiml.  Kvory  md  pm  od  l»y  DnuproHs, 
with  nr  williuul.  Iiin  juskimjI,  upon  I'M'ij  Mihjorl  uhulrwr, 
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(tuimurlml  wilh  lvroiisl mol iun,  uus  fairly  mul  fully  c' xcmmi t t'«l. 
lln  ntlnjili'il  nil  ! hn  nmiii  foal, urns  of  (Im  YVndn-Hiivw  bill-  llm 
only  oiio  passed  by  (’migrosH.  Jn  bin  imwhmmlton  of  May  D, 
IHlifi,  ho  provided ; 

“KiiM,  Tlm(  nil  ui’Ot  mul  pmciM-iUn^M  nf  ihn  polUiciil,  milhiiry*  iitid  civil 
orguni/iilii’its  which  lm\i*  I >»-.•»!  in  n  Mute  nf  iiihimvnliou  mul  rclicllinii  williin 
(Itu  H(ii(«»  «*f  Virjouiii  uguiin-l  llu*  uuili*>iily  mul  Iuwm  nf  dm  Kni(cil  Hlu(o>*, 
mul  nf  which  JcIVcim*ii  .Itilm  1  ,i>i flifi*,  mul  *\Vi( linn*  Smith  won*  lulu 

llu*  i\ *•  chief*',  in**  »h*rluii’*l  mill  mul  vi.iil.” 

Thus  with  it  single  -•*(  n<h<\  lio  swepl  tiwny  I  be  wholo  supor- 
slriirlnin  of  tin*  Knlmlliim.  lln  n.\lendrd  llm  lux  Jaws  of  (bn 
(biilnil  SI :i ( «■••  n\nr  Ibo  n*bi*|  I erril ory,  In  bin  jimi'liiiinilimi  of 
May  ~'J,  bn  sit\:*; 

"  Tii  lie  mul,  tlu’i  uf*>i  u,  (lull  llu*  iiullmiily  nf  ihp  j'livi’i'innriit  nf  (In* 
1  hiitn!  Stuti’i  nmy  In*  i i *•* t ,  mul  ihnl  | u'lu***,  <nili*r,  utnl  fi nciloiii  nmv  In* 
c*i(iil»li*iliuil,  I,  i\inhi*w  .Inlirc'Mii,  I'i.'muIimiI  of  llu*  (hii(**il  Sfuto**,  *h>  pmoluim 
mul  ilcchiii*  lliitL  1  huii'ln  i'liint  In  nil  |iuiuuiiH  wlui  have  <lirut‘(lv  nr  bulimi'lly 
jmrticijmti'il  in  tin*  t* Kelii'lliim,  *.••''>/*/  /i.s  A,  n  irnt/f>  /•  i.iri/ifnf, 
iiiitiiu«*iy  mul  puolon,  nn  ill*  r*-«(*mil  ion  of  nil  viglilu  of  properly,  r  ,ivi/i/  iw  tn 
/f/ui’ifl,  mul  except  in  cii«i*M  when-  legal  pnin-eilingM,  utulor  llu*  lawn  of  lln* 
Uiiilcii  Slnlcs  providing  for  llm  ronllecniiun  of  properly  of  poi-Mmn  engaged 
In  i<iluillti>ii,  luivo  Ihm'ii  iimiihttiul,  v\:e." 

Ho  mifornnil  in  ovory  ease  full  ami  ti.ui) iln  )irn1  ee.linn  lo  1 1 u v 
fmiMlmcii  of  ihn  sonllmrn  ulnlcs.  No  euniplidnl.  from  f limn 
was  over  broughl-  lo  his  himwleilgn  in  which  )in  did  nol  tin  full 
and  snhslunlinl  jn-'liro.  Tim  |irhi<‘i |ui  1  uhjcelum  lo  his  policy 
Was  llmf  In*  did  mil  i*\lnml  bis  prmdiunnlion  lo  nil  l  Im  loyal 
moil  of  Ibo  soul  Imm  slides,  including  I  bo  colored  jt.s  well  os 
IliiMvbiln  (MMijiln,  ll  miisl  bn  rninoiidini’oil  in  his  jusl ilinil ion 
I  lull,  in  ovory  one  of  llm  eleven  nlulns  hofom  llm  Ifnlmllimt  llm 
negro  was,  by  ilx  laws,  excluded  frnni  Dm  rigid.  In  vnlo.  In 
Oliin,  iVmisylvnhm  and  Now  York  Ihnl.  rigid.  was  limilod.  In 
a  largo  majnrily  of  lln'  Minins,  including  llm  most.  populous, 
nngrn  suffrage  was  limn  )irobiliilnil,  1 1.  would  mcmim  Id  bo  a 
greal.  sf  reh-h  nf  power  mi  lii.s  pari,  hy  a.  simplo  nmndalnry  prom 
luumlinn  or  mililary  ordrr,  lo  eimfcr  Min  franchise  on  a  Hums  of 
juMipIo,  who  ni'ic  i  In-0  proliibilnt)  from  voting  nnl.  only  in  ihn 
nhwon  soul imni  slain-*,  1  it il>  in  a.  nmjnril.y  of  lint  norllmni 
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s(a(.pn.  Snell  M  iirnvi.sii.il,  if  il  liml  1‘i‘nii  i iimi>iI eil.  nmlil  mil 
Imvt'  lie. mi  euftireei).  Mini,  in  I  In'  eumlil  iun  in  iihirli  sliivni'y  Infl 
Ihn  nefii'ii  rare,  il.  i'miiM  lianlli  In'  tlefeinlecl.  I  nniunl  sm  nny 
l'Milsim  why,  hnninsu  a  mun  is  l.lneK,  lie  slmulil  iml  vnli>,  n lit) 
yyl.,  in  mulling  laws,  ns  I  In*  l’i'i"'iili,nl  wus  I  lien  lining,  fin'  f  lie 
gnvi'i'iinnml.  I'f  I  lie  ninniumily,  hr  Inttl  In  ri'giiril  llm  jn-ej  n~ 
(liens,  mil.  nnly  nT  On'  |ii'n|>l''  nunuii.;  wlmni  t he  laws  imm  In  Im 
Ii.xi'i'.nli'il,  Iml.  nlsn  nf  Him  imny  n ml  Him  |imii|i|m  wIiii  wmi'ii  In 
ii.viii'.iiln  Hit  ism  Inns,  mill  lm  mini  i'»n  ilmilil  Iml  w  lm|.  nl.  Ilml 
time  I lirii'  whs  n  si  rung  mnl  imwi'i'fiil  jimjinliei'  in  llm  nrniy 
ami  iinning  nil  clussns  nf  rili/niis  iigninsl  I'.Hi'niling  Him  riglil. 
nf  sulTi'tige  I"  iiMgrnns,  i's|n'i'iiilly  ilmvn  in  Him  litr  miiiIIi,  wlmrn 
Hm  gri'iil.  Imily  nf  Him  slums  wmim  in  itlijeel  ignnmnt'M. 

If,  iniisf  lm  ulsn  null'll  Hull  in  Him  W'iiiIm  Huvis  hill  (  'imgri'SH 
iliil  mil,  ami  wniilil  mil  hiiiI>m  imgin  snlTrngn  u  ].n rl-  nf  ils  pin u. 
Kvim  mi  viiilinil  nil  imf  i  .--In  very  limn  hm  my  I'nllnngim,  Seim  1 1  >r 
Winln,  iliil  mil  |iin|in:iM  sin'll  it  nil'll'. in m.  Tim  nfliiil  Mini  Imiilii 
I, (I  If  i  Vi '  I'll  III  I  mi  I 'll  I  Ml  I  IIMJ'I  lie  ,  Him  l  inlil  I  m  iiIm,  mnl  il  u  MS  iihun- 
ildlli'H.  I ty  I  Iml  hill  I  Iim  :  nil  1,1  is-  u  im,  n i fi- r n ■■  l  mil y  ii|'im  irliilr 
llllilo  lnyul  cil  izi'lis.  A  in  I  in  llm  ],|nn  nf  llm  I’h-uiImiiI,  Im 
Hiliiphinl  in  lliis  I'ms|immI  Him  miy  miiiim  I'nmlil imei  fur  i,i i ITni|f e 
lis  l.hiiMO  ]m'ii|iiihmiI  )iy  I ’niii'i'M'.  >.  )  IimIimm'  Ilml  nil  Dm  url.s  unil 

pi'cielainiil.iunM  nf  I’rrsiilnil  .lnliii"nn  Jn-fm.'  llm  lin'i'lin;.;  nf 
Cimgi'iisH  wcrn  wisii  mnl  M\|iMiliMnl,  uml  Ilml  Ilmi'n  mnilil  lumi 
lioon  mi  ililliunlly  IimIwmmii  i'cuiHiim;' uml  Him  I'n- u’iImiiI  Iml  fur 
Ilia  yicii'Himul  I'niuliml,  uml,  i'>pi'i'iiilly,  hi  *  IimuIiumiiI  nf  Iim. 
grons  uml  leading  t'niigrus''muii.  The  mifnilmmlM  neriti leiii'n, 
alroiuly  nurnUeil,  lit  Ills  iiiiingiirul inn,  win  fnllnwnti  l.y  vinlenl 
liml  iliHvoHpeel fill  lungiingi',  uuhneumhig  llm  I'n-.elenl ,  us]in- 
ciitlly,  Ills  fimlisli  Mpeeeli  miuln  nn  I  Im 'Jilml  nf  I'Vlii'iiiiiy,  Ihlili, 
in  which  Im  M'lee.lnil  piirliuulul'  pi'i'sumi  us  Him  u)ijnt'ln  nf  ilr- 
uunuiathm.  llowiiil; 

“f  fought  tniilnm  mnl  Ireionni  in  lli„  m.iuli.  f  i,|,|.i*n„|  iim  J  lm  in,-,,,  l},,, 
looiubmis,  llm  Sliilnllii,  uml  it  lung  l»ul  i,l  iuIipis,  1, i,*1i  \ , ,n  mu  n.tulili  lill 
williottl  my  i't'|iniiliiig  iln-tuuneit,  hi t,v, ,  \s li.'ii  I  liiru  r.,nn,l,  tu„]  ul  ll„,  oilier 

ond  «r  llm  linn  Ilml  limn,  I  euro  in, l  hi  "lnil  hanm  y all  il„  i„.  ul„,  mill 

Bltlncl  ini|inninl  lo  (In,  real, trillion  of  llm  l  fiiii.it  of  ll„"m  nlal.m,  (  un,  free  lo 
say  lo  you  liml  1  mu  mill  in  i|„.  |l,.|,l." 
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Ami  lignin  lie  Miiil: 

'•  I  tun  riilli-il  Ujiuii  (<■  mum*  llmm  ul  I  hi'  uilmr  oml  of  llm  )iim  ;  I  mu 
(ulliiii«r  l>i  my  fnmid**  uimI  fi'llnw-i'iliyi'im,  win*  an*  inlmvMml  willt  nil*  in  Hum 
jriivi'rmiii'iit.  mill  I  firrMiim*  I  am  five  to  tm'tiliun  In  you  ||m  mniU's  of  lho*-n 
whom  I  InnU  ii|iuii  ns  liriiijj  o|ijiosisl  (n  lhn  fumlamimlul  | ■  ritH'i f >1  i’m  of  this 
|^«  *\  iM  nun 'ill ,  mn(  w  In*  urn  lalimin^  In  |n«m>rl  ami  ilnslroj  il." 

Vnii'l  s  ;  •*  Naum  thmi  1  ”  •*  Win*  am  limy  \  ” 

I  In  implied ; 

*•  Vuu  ash  nm  who  (lit* y  an*.  I  say  TIiioMoiim  Slnvmis,  of  I’miiisvlviinia, 
is  mm;  I  mi  v  M  r.  Smmmr,  of  llm  Smalm  is  nimtlmr ;  ami  Wimih-ll  I'hillipM 

is  lllll.tllfl  ' 

Tim  vinlrueo  nf  In nj'iuijm1.  so  nnlilii*  llm)  nl'  Almilmm  Lin¬ 
coln,  added  In  llii«  Inmlilily  In  Mr.  Johnson  in  ( 'nni'rrss,  nml,  I 
ihinh,  linin'  Hum  any  nlhrr  ennso,  led  in  his  imprarliuinnl,  hy 
1  hi*  IlmiM*  nf  UrpivNeiduIhrs. 

In  Hit'  liotfinnintf  nf  I lin  nmlrnvrrsy  hrl  ween  ( 'impress  and 
llm  i’lc.-'idi'iii ,  i  hind  In  tirl.  ns  a  prurniimlinr.  I  know  Mr. 
.Inliusnu  personally,  his  ^nnd  nut)  liis  Imti  qimlif ii's.  I  sal,  hy 
his  siiln  in  lhnSunaln  rhamhrr  during  lhn  I, wo  ynurs  nf 
llm  war.  I  was  wilh  hint  in  his  canvass  in  l Kf}.|,  1  syiupa- 

lhi’/nd  wilh  hint  in  his  si  rush's  wilh  lhn  l(Mtilnrsuf  Urn  Unhol- 
linn  nm)  inlniiruil  his  foimiKn  (luring  lhn  war,  whnit,  as  Uuvnr- 
imr  uf  'I'nimnNsut*.  hr  n'nrputizn)  I  Inti  slain  upon  a  luyal  basis. 
'Pin*  (luh’i-l  of  liis  rlmnirlnr  \mis  his  iinmasniiin^  pa^nnuil.y, 
lit*  rarlv  Imranm  involved  in  wordy  warfare  wilh  Siinmnr, 
Witiln,  Sfnvnns  ami  olliers.  In  his  hi}.(h  |insi(inn  hn  could  Imvn 
di-ui'|'an!rd  ciilieism,  lad  lids  was  nnl.  lhn  Imhil.  id  Julnmun. 
\Vla*u  ii'  . mind  hn  fnii^hl,  and  rmdd  hn  ns  violenl.  und  insiillin^ 
in  liiiitfimgn  nr  aids  as  unynnn. 

Ihtdur  llinsu  riiTiimsIiitu'i's  )  nntdn  a  and  riirnfully 

t'nnsidnri'tl  speech  in  Hit*  Snimln  mi  lhn  iifilh  nf  Kehrmtry,  IKOIJ, 
in  whit’ll  I  slain)  lhn  pnsilion  id  t ‘uncross  on  llm  rrconsl  ruc.- 
Ijnit  mnasurns,  und  Die  policy  ndnplnd  hy  •hdinsnn  from  |,iu- 
ri 1 1 1 1 .  Kilim'  nf  1  hi*  plans  would  havn  accomplished  lhn  provi¬ 
sional  irslnnifinn  id  Hirst*  slides  In  lhn  Union,  whiln  nil  agreed 
lliitl,  n\  linn  udmillrd,  limy  would  ho  tiruind  wilh  all  f  ho  pow¬ 
ers  nf  .‘dales,  suhjrrl  nuly  In  (hn  mnsl If ut ion  td  lhn  Hnilnd 
Slides.  I  ludiuvrd  Ihnn,  and  )>rlin\o  now,  Hail,  llm  quarrel 
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uitli  Jolnison  did  much  to  weaken  the  Republican  party. 
Tn  consequence  of  it  snveral  Republican  Senators  and  Mem- 
bers  severed  their  connection  with  that  party  and  joined  the 
Democratic  party.  Johnson,  irritated  by  this  antagonism, 
drilled  nwuy  from  the  measures  lie  had  himself  advocated 
iiml  soon  after  was  in  open  opposition  to  the  party  that  elected 
him.  I  here  insert  passages  from  iny  speech,  which  expressed 
111V  views  at  the  time,  and  which  I  now  feel  were  justified  by 
the  then  existing  opinions  and  conditions  of  political  life : 

"Sir,  I  ettn  imagine  no  cahunily  moro  disgraceful  than  for  us  by  our 
divisions  to  surrender,  to  men  wlio  to  their  country  wore  enemies  in  war, 
ntivorallof  the  powers  of  this  government.  Ho,  who  contributes  in  any 
way  to  this  result,  deserves  tho  execrations  of  his  countrymen.  This  may  be 
done  by  thrusting  upon  tho  President  now  issues  on  which  tho  well-known 
principles  of  his  life  do  not  agreo  with  tho  judgment  of  his  political  associates. 
It  may  bo  Oono  by  irritating  controversies  of  a  porsonnl  character.  H  may 
bo  done  by  tho  President  turning  his  hack  upon  thoso  who  trusted  him  with 
high  power,  and  thus  linking  his  nnmo  with  ono  of  tho  most  disgraceful  in 
American  history,  that  of  John  Tyler.  I  feel  an  abiding  confidence  that 
Andrew  Jolnison  will  not  and  cannot  do  this;  and,  sir,  who  will  deny  that 
the  overbearing  and  intolerant  will  of  Henry  Clay  contributed  very  much  to 
tho  defection  of  John  Tyler?  But  tho  division  of  tho  Whig  party  was  an 
event  utlorly  insignificant  in  comparison  with  tho  ovil  results  of  a  division  in 
tho  Union  party. 

“Where  will  bo  the  four  million  slaves  whom  by  your  policy  yon  have 
emancipated?  What  would  bo  their  miserable  fate  if  now  surrendered  to 
the  custody  of  tho  rebels  of  tho  south?  Will  yon,  by  your  demand  of  uni¬ 
versal  suffrage,  destroy  tho  power  of  tho  Union  party  to  protect  thorn  in 
thoir  dearly  purchased  liberty?  Will  you,  by  now  issues  upon  whioli  yon 
know  you  have  not  the  voice  of  tho  people,  jeopard  these  rights  which  you 
can  by  tho  aid  of  tho  Union  party  seouro  to  theso  freochnen?  Wo  know 
that  tho  President  can  not  and  will  not  uuito  with  us  upon  tiro  issues  of  uni¬ 
versal  suffrago  and  dead  stales,  and  ho  never  agreed  to.  Ko  such  dogmas 
were  contemplated,  when,  for  his  heroic  services  in  tho  cuuso  of  tho  Union, 
wo  placed  him,  side  by  side,  with  Mr.  Lincoln  as  our  standard-bcoror.  Why, 
then,  present  theso  issues?  Why  decide  upon  tlmm?  Why  not  com¬ 
plete  the  work  so  gloriously  dono  by  our  soldiors  by  securing  union  and 
liberty  to  all  men  without  distinction  of  color,  leaving  to  the  slates,  as  beforo, 
tho  question  of  suffrage. 

“Sir,  tho  ourso  of  God,  tho  maledictions  of  millions  of  our  people,  and  tho 
tears  and  blood  of  new-made  freemen  will,  in  my  judgment,  rest  upon  those 
wlio  now  for  any  cause  destroy  the  unity  of  tho  great  party  that  has  led  us 
through  tho  wilderness  of  war.  We  want  now  pence  and  roposc.  Wo  must 
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now  look  to  our  public  credit.  Wo  liavo  duties  to  perform  to  the  business 
interests  of  tlio  country,  in  which  wo  need  the  assistance  of  the  President. 
Wo  liavo  overy  motivo  for  harmony  with  him  ancl  with  each  other,  and  for  a 
gonorous  and  ntanly  trust  in  his  patriotism.  If  over  the  tiuio  shall  corno 
when  I  can  no  longer  confido  in  his  devotion  to  the  principles  upon  which 
ho  was  olooted,  I  will  bid  farewell  to  Andrew  Johnson  with  unaffected 
sorrow.  I  will  remember  when  ho  stood  in  this  very  spot,  fivo  years  ago, 
repolling  with  unexampled  eourago  the  assaults  of  traitors.  Ho  left  in  their 
hands  wife,  children,  property,  and  home,  and  slaked  them  all  on  the  result. 
I  will  roniomber  that  when  a  retreating  general  would  have  left  Nashvillo 
to  its  fate,  that  again,  with  heroic  courage,  ho  maintained  his  post.  1  will 
roiuombor  the  flureo  conflicts  and  trials  through  which  he  mid  his  fellow- 
compatriots  in  east  Tennossoo  maintained  our  cause  in  tho  heart  of  the  Con¬ 
federacy.  I  will  remember  tho  struggles  he  had  with  tho  aristocratic  ele¬ 
ment  of  Tennessee,  novor  ashamed  of  his  origin  and  never  far  from  the  hearts 
of  tho  people. 

“Sir,  you  must  not  sever  the  great  Union  party  from  this  loyal  clement 
of  tho  southern  states.  No  new  theories  of  possible  utopian  good  can  com¬ 
pensate  for  the  loss  of  such  patriotism  and  devotion.  Tiino,  as  ho  tells  you 
in  his  message,  is  a  great  olomenl  of  reform,  and  time  is  on  your  side.  I 
remember  the  homely  and  encouraging  words  of  a  pioneer  in  the  anti-slavery 
cause,  an  expelled  Methodist  preacher  from  the  south,  who  told  thoso  who 
woro  behind  him  in  his  strong  anti-slavory  opinions:  ‘  Well  friends,  I’ll  block 
up  awhile;  wo  must  all  travel  togethor.’  So  I  say  to  all  who  doubt  An¬ 
drew  Johnson,  or  who  wish  to  move  moro  rapidly  than  ho  can,  to  block  up 
awhile,  to  consolidate  their  great  victory  with  tho  certainty  (hat  reason  and 
the  Almighty  will  eontinuo  their  work.  All  wisdom  will  not  die  with  us. 
Tho  highest  human  wisdom  is  to  do  all  tho  good  you  can,  but  not  to  sacrifice 
a  possible  good  to  attempt  the  impracticable.  God  knows  that  I  do  not 
urge  harmony  and  conciliation  from  any  personal  motivo.  The  people  of 
my  nalivo  state  liavo  intrusted  mo  with  a  position  hero  extending  four  years 
beyond  tho  termination  of  tho  President’s  term  of  offico.  Ho  can  grant  mo 
no  favor. 

“  If  I  boliovod  for  a  moment,  that  ho  would  seek  an  alliance  with  thoso 
who,  by  either  arms  or  counsol  or  oven  apathy,  woro  against  their  country  in 
tho  recent  war,  and  will  turn  ovor  to  them  tho  high  powors  intrusted  to  him 
by  tho  Union  party,  then ,  sir,  ho  is  dishonored,  and  will  receive  no  assistance 
from  mo  ;  but  I  will  not  force  him  into  that  attitude.  If  ho  shall  provo  fnlso 
to  tho  declaration  mado  by  him  in  his  veto  messngo,  that  his  strongest  desire 
was  to  scouro  to  the  freodmon  tho  full  enjoyment  of  their  freedom  and  prop¬ 
erty,  then  I  will  not  quarrol  with  him  as  to  tho  means  used.  And  while,  ns 
he  tolls  us  in  this  same  messugo,  ho  only  asks  for  slates  to  bo  represented 
wliioh  ni'o  prcsonto.l  in  an  attitude  of  loyalty  and  harmony  and  in  tho  persons 
of  representatives  whoso  loyalty  cannot  bo  questioned  under  any  constitu¬ 
tional  or  legal  tost,  suroly  wo  ought  not  to  separate  from  him  until,  at  least, 
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we  prescribe  a  test  of  their  loyiilty,  upon  which  we  aro  willing  to  stand.  Wo 
liavo  not  done  it  yet.  I  will  not  try  him  by  now  creeds.  ’  I  will  not  de¬ 
nounce  him  for  hasty  words  uttered  in  repelling  personal  affronts. 

“I  see  him  yet  surrounded  by  tlm  cabinet  of  .Abraham  Lincoln,  pursu¬ 
ing  Lincoln’s  polioy.  No  word  from  mo  shall  chive  him  into  political  fel¬ 
lowship  with  those  who,  when  ho  was  one  of  llio  moral  horoos  of  this  war, 
denounced  him,  spit  upon  him,  and  clospitefully  used  him.  The  association 
must  bo  self-sought,  and  ovon  then  1  will  part  with  him  in  sorrow,  but  with 
tho  abiding  hope  that  the  sumo  Almighty  power  that  has  guided  us  through 
the  rooont  war  will  bo  with  us  still  in  our  now  difficulties  until  every  state  is 
restored  to  its  full  communion  and  fellowship,  and  until  our  nation,  puriGetl 
by  war,  will  assume  among  tho  nations  of  tho  earth  tho  grand  position  hoped 
for  by  Washington,  Clay,  Webstor,  Lincoln,  and  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
unnamed  liorous  who  gavo  tip  their  lives  for  its  glory.” 

I  received  many  letters  in  commendation  of  this  speech, 
among  others  the  following  from  Tliorlow  Weed,  who  was  in 
Cull  sympathy  with  Secretary  Seward  : 

Ai.kan  v,  N.  Y.,  February  28,  1800. 

Dijau  Sukuman:— You  have  spoken  words  of  wisdom  and  patriotism 
. —  spoken  them  boldly  at  tho  right  timo.  Tlmy  will  help  save  the  Union 
— and  thoy  will  save  tho  Union  particularly  if  fanatics  and  despots  will 
allow  it  to  bo  saved.  Just  such  a  speech  at  tho  moment,  it  was  made  is 
worth  more  than  all  that  has  been  said  in  Congress  since  tlm  session  com¬ 
menced.  1  thank  you  gratefully  fur  it.  Yours  truly, 

Tiiuuuw  Wi:ki). 

I  still  hoped  that  t,ho  ponding  civil  rights  lull  would  lie  ap¬ 
proved  by  tho  President,  and  that  then  tho  controversy  would 
end.  On  tho  17tli  of  March,  ISfiO,  I  nuulo  a  speech  at  Bridge¬ 
port,  Conn.,  in  which  I  said : 

“Now,  I  say,  that  upon  all  thoso  various  propositions,  upon  tho  necessity 
of  a  clmngo  in  tho  basis  of  representation,  upon  tho  necessity  for  protecting 
tho  negroes,  upon  tins  question  of  suffrage — upon  til)  those  questions  that 
liavo  arisen  in  our  politics  of  late,  tho  differences  between  Andrew  Johnson 
and  Congress  aro  not  such  as  need  exeilo  tho  alarm  of  uny  putriotio  citizen. 
No,  my  friends,  wo  liavo  a  great  duty  to  perform  to  our  country,  livery 
man  in  public  life  now  has  a  heavy  responsibility  vesting  upon  him,  in  tho 
discharge  of  whioh  ho  is  bound  to  follow  tho  dictates  of  his  own  eonsoience, 
given  to  him  by  Almighty  God.  Tlioro  are,  there  must  be,  differences  of 
opinion  ;  God  has  so  niado  vis  that  wo  must  differ  5  it  is  tlm  established  nuturo 
of  tho  human  mind  to  disagree.  It  is  only  by  disoussioti  and  comparison  of 
viows  that  tho  highest  human  wisdom  is  elioitod.  Thoroforo,  I  say  again, 
that  no  Union  man  neod  feol  anxious  or  uneasy  because  of  tno  differences 
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between  the  President  and  Congress.  Lot  mo  tell  you,  as  tbo  solemn  con¬ 
viction  with  which  I  address  you  to-night,  that  Andrew  Johnson  never  will 
throw  tho  powor  we  have  given  hint  into  the  hands  of  tho  Copperhead  party 
of  tho  United  Slates. 

“  X  liavo  many  reasons  for  this  faith.  Ono  is  that  no  nomination  has  ever 
been  sent  by  Andrew  Johnson  to  tho  Sonato  of  tho  United  States  of  any 
man  of  that  stripe  of  politics.  No  flattery,  no  cajolery  can  draw  him  from 
that  line.  Ho  is  a  man  who  fights  his  own  battles,  and  whether  thoy  are  old 
friends  or  foes  that  assail  him  he  fighls  them  with  equal  freedom  and  bold¬ 
ness,  and  somotimes,  perhaps  indiscreetly;  but  that  is  a  fault  of  his  character, 
which  need  oxcito  no  uneasiness  in  the  minds  of  tho  people. 

“  On  Thursday,  the  day  tlmt  I  loft  Washington,  wo  sent  to  him  a  bill 
which  secures  to  all  tho  colored  population  of  the  southern  states  equal  rights 
beforo  tbo  law,  the  civil  rights  bill.  It  declares  that  no  state  shall  oxeludo 
any  man  on  account  of  his  color  from  any  of  tho  natural  rights  which,  by  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  a ro  declared  to  bo  imdioimblo  ;  it  provides 
that  every  man  may  sue  and  bn  sued,  may  plead  and  bo  impleadod,  may 
acquire  and  hold  property,  may  purchase,  contract,  soli  and  convoy  ;  all 
those  rights  aro  scoured  to  tho  negro  population.  Tlmt  bill  is  now  in  the 
bands  of  tho  President.  Tf  bo  sign  it,  it  will  bo  a  solemn  plcdgo  of  tbo 
law-making  powor  of  tho  nation  tlmt  the  negroes  shall  liavo  soeured  to 
them  all  theso  natural  and  malionablo  rights.  I  boliovo  tbo  President  will 
sign  it.” 

Unfortunately  at  the  end  of  ten  days  tho  President  sent  to 
the  Senate  the  civil  rights  bill,  referred  to,  with  his  message 
vetoing  it.  It  passed  both  Houses  with  the  requisite  two- 
thirds  majority,  and  thus  became  a  law.  This  veto  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  other  vetoes,  and,  practically,  tho  President  aban¬ 
doned  his  party.  From  this  time  forth,  I  heartily  joined  with 
my  political  associates  in  tho  measures  adopted  to  socuro  a 
loyal  reorganization  of  tho  southern  states.  I  was  largoly  in¬ 
fluenced  by  tho  harsh  treatment  of  the  freedmon  in  the  south 
under  acts  adopted  by  the  reconstructed  legislatures.  The 
outrages  of  the  Kn-Klnx  Klans  seemed  to  me  to  bo  so  atrocious 
and  wicked  that  the  men  who  committed  them  were  not  only 
unworthy  to  govern,  but  unfit  to  live.  Tho  weakness  of  tho 
position  of  Congress  in  the  controversy  with  Mr.  Johnson,  was, 
that  it  had  furnished  no  plan  of  reconstruction  and  he  was 
compelled  to  act  upon  the  urgency  of  events.  Many  offorts 
were  made  to  provide  legislation  to  take  the  place  of  the  proc¬ 
lamations  and  acts  of  tho  President,  but  a  wide  divergence 
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of  opinion  in  the  Republican  party  manifested  itself,  ami  no 
substantial  progress  was  made  until  near  the  close  of  tlie  sec¬ 
ond  session  of  the  89f.li  Congress.  Several  bills  wore  then  pend¬ 
ing  in  each  House  to  provide  governments  for  the  insurrection¬ 
ary  states.  On  the  13th  of  February,  18(17,  during  the  short 
session,  a  hill  with  that  title  came  from  the  House  of  Represent¬ 
atives.  It  was  manifest  unless  this  bill  could  bo  acted  upon, 
that,  in  the  then  condition  of  Congress,  all  legislation  would  fail. 
It  was  kept  before  the  Senate  and  thoroughly  debated.  On  the 
Kith  of  February,  aftor  consultation  with  my  political  col¬ 
leagues,  I  moved  a  substitute  for  tho  ITouso  bill.  The  fifth 
section  of  this  substitute  embodied  a  comprehensive  plan  for 
the  organization  of  tho  rebel  states  with  provision  for  elections 
in  said  states,  and  tho  conditions  recpiired  for  their  admis¬ 
sion  and  restoration  to  the  Union  and  the  exercise  by  them  of 
all  the  powers  of  states,  and  provided  for  the  election  of  Sena¬ 
tors  and  Members  of  Congress.  In  presenting  this  substitute,  I 
briefly  stated  iny  reasons  for  it,  as  follows: 

“Tlio  principle  of  this  bill  is  contained  in  tho  first  two  lines  of  tho  pre¬ 
amble.  It  is  founded  upon  tho  proclamation  of  tho  President  and  Secretary 
of  Stato  made  just  aftor  tho  assassination  of  President  Lincoln,  in  which 
they  declared  specifically  that  tho  Rebellion  Imd  overthrown  all  civil  gov¬ 
ernments  in  tho  insurrectionary  states,  and  they  proceeded  by  an  executivo 
umnduto  to  oroate  governments.  They  woro  provisional  in  tlioir  character, 
and  dependent  for  tlioir  validity  solely  upon  the  action  of  Congress.  These 
are  propositions  which  it  is  not  now  nooessary  for  mo  to  demonstrate.  Those 
governments  have  nover  boon  sanctioned  by  Congress,  nor  by  the  people  of 
tho  states  where  they  oxist,  Talcing  that  proclamation  and  tho  acknowl¬ 
edged  faot  that  tho  people  of  tho  southern  states,  the  loyal  people,  whites 
and  blacks,  aro  not  protected  in  their  rights,  but  that  an  unusual  and  extraor¬ 
dinary  number  of  rases  occur  of  violonco,  and  murder,  and  wrong,  I  do 
think  it  is  tho  duty  of  the  United  States  to  protect  those  peoplo  in  tho 
enjoyment  of  substantial  rights. 

“Now,  tho  first  four  sections  of  this  substitute  contain  nothing  but 
what  is  in  the  present  law.  There  is  not  a  single  thing  in  tho  first  four 
sections  that  docs  not  now  exist  by  law. 

“The  first  section  authorizes  tho  division  of  the  robol  states  into  military 
districts.  That  is  being  done  daily. 

“The  second  section  acknowledges  that  the  President  is  tho  commanding 
officer  of  the  armj',  and  it  is  inado  his  duty  to  assign  certain  officers  to  those 
districts.  That  is  clearly  admitted  to  be  right. 
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“Tho  third  section  does  no  more  than  what  tho  Supremo  Court  in  their 
recent  decision  have  decided  could  be  dono  in  a  state  in  insurrection.  Tho 
Supremo  Court  in  their  recent  decision,  whilo  denying  that  a  military  tri¬ 
bunal  could  be  organized  in  Indiana  because  it  never  had  been  in  a  stato  of 
insurrection,  expressly  declared  that  these  tribunals  might  have  been,  and 
might  now  bo,  organized  in  insurrectionary  states.  There  is  nothing  in  this 
third  section,  iu  my  judgment,  that  is  not  now  and  has  not  boon  done  every 
month  within  the  last  twelve  months  by  tho  President  of  the  United  States. 
Tho  ordors  of  General  Sickles,  and  many  other  orders  that  I  might  quote, 
have  gone  further  in  punishment  of  crime  than  this  section  proposes. 

“Now,  iu  regard  to  the  fourth  section,  that  is  a  limitation  upon  tho 
present  law.  Under  the  present  law  many  executions  of  military  tribunals 
are  summarily  carried  out.  This  section  requires  all  sentence’s  of  military 
tribunals  which  affect  the  liberty  of  tho  citizen  to  bo  sent  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  district.  Thoy  must  bo  approved  by  the  commanding  oflioor 
of  the  district ;  and  so  far  as  life  is  concerned  the  President  may  issue  his 
order  nt  any  moment  now,  or  after  this  bill  passes,  directing  that  llio  military 
commander  of  tho  district  shall  not  onforco  a  sentence  of  death  until  it  is 
submitted  to  him,  because  the  military  officer  is  a  mere  subordinate  of  tho 
President,  remaining  there  at  tho  pleasure  of  tho  President. 

“There  is  nothing,  therefore,  in  these  sections,  that  ought  to  alarm  tho 
norves  of  my  friend  from  Pennsylvania, or  anybody  elso.  I  cannot  think 
that  those  gentlemen  are  alarmed  about  tho  state  of  despotism  that  President 
Johnson  is  to  establish  in  tho  southern  states.  I  do  not  feel  alarmed  ;  nor 
do  I  see  anything  in  these  sections  as  thoy  now  stand  that  need  endanger 
tho  rights  of  tho  most  timid  oitizon  of  tho  United  States.  They  are  intended 
to  protoot  a  race  of  people  who  aro  now  without  protection. 

“Now,  in  regard  to  tho  fifth  section,  which  is  tho  main  and  material 
feature  of  this  hill,  I  think  it  is  right  that  tho  Congress  of  (he  Unitocl  SlateR, 
before  its  adjournment,  should  designate  somo  way  by  which  tho  southern 
states  luay  reorganize  loyal  stale  governments  in  harmony  with  tho  constitu¬ 
tion  and  laws  of  (ho  United  States,  and  tho  sentiment  of  tho  people,  and 
find  their  way  back  to  theso  halls.  My  own  judgment  is  that  tho  fifth  sec¬ 
tion  will  point  out  a  clear,  easy,  and  right  way  for  these,  statos  to  bo  re¬ 
stored  to  their  full  power  in  tho  ^OYQrnmmit.  A)!  that  it  demands  of  tho 
peoplo  of  tho  southern  states  is  to  oxtond  to  all  thoir  male  oitizons,  without, 
distinction  of  race  or  color,  tho  oleetivo  franchise.  It  in  now  too  late  in  tho 
day  to  bo  frightened  by  this  simple  proposition.  Senators  can  nmko  tho 
most  of  it  as  a  political  proposition.  Upon  that  wo  aro  prepared  to  meet 
them.  But  it  does  point  oxit  a  way  by  which  tho  twenty  absent  Senators, 
and  tho  fifty  nbsont  Representatives  can  get  back  to  theso  halls,  and  thore 
is  no  other  way  by  which  thoy  can  justly  do  it. 

“It  seems  to  mo  that  this  is  tho  whole  substuneo  of  the  bill.  All  thoro  is 
matorial  in  the  bill  i9  in  tho  first  two  lines  of  the  preamblo  and  tho  fifth  sec¬ 
tion,  in  my  judgment.  The  first  two  lines  may  lay  tho  foundation  by 


372 


RECOLLECTIONS 


adopting  tlio  proclamation  issued  first  to  North  Carolina,  that  tho  Rebellion 
had  swopt  away  all  the  civil  governments  in  tho  southern  states  ;  and  the 
fifth  section  points  out  tho  mode  by  which  the  people  of  those  states  in  their 
own  manner,  without  any  limitations  or  restrictions  by  Congress,  may  get 
back  full  representation  in  Congress.  That  is  the  view  I  take  of  this 
amended  bill  ;  and  taking  that  viow  of  it  I  see  no  reason  in  tho  world  why 
we  should  not  all  vote  for  it.” 

The  substitute  was  adopted  on  the  same  day  and  the  bill, 
thus  amended,  was  passed  by  a  vote  of  yeas  29,  nays  10.  In 
the  House  it  was  agreed  to  with  slight  amendments,  which  were 
finally  concurred  in  by  the  Senate,  on  February  20,  1867.  It 
was  sent  to  the  President  and  was  not  approved  by  him,  but 
was,  on  the  2nd  of  March,  passed  over  liis  veto  by  a  vote  of 
two-thirds  of  both  Houses. 

Upon  this  law,  long  deferred,  the  several  states  mentioned 
in  it  were  organized  and  restored  to  their  place  in  the  Union. 
Tho  preamble  and  fifth  and  sixth  sections  of  this  law  are  as 
follows : 

“An  Act  to  Provide  for  the  More  Efficient  Government  of 
the  Rhhkt,  Statics. 

“  Whereas,  no  legal  state  governments  or  adequate  protection  for  life  or 
property  now  exists  in  tlie  rebel  states  of  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Houtli 
Carolina,  Georgia,  Mississippi,  Alabama,  Louisiana,  Florida,  Texas,  and 
Arkansas;  and  whereas  it  is  necessary  that  peaeo  and  good  order  should  be 
enforced  in  said  stales  until  loyal  anti  republican  state  governments  can  be 
legally  established  :  Therefore, 

11  lie  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Jicprc.scntalives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Conrjress  assembled :  .  .  . 

“Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when  the  people  of  any  one 
of  said  rebel  stales  shall  have  formed  a  constitution  of  government  in  con¬ 
formity  with  tho  constitution  of  tho  IJuited  States  in  all  respects,  framed  by 
a  convention  of  delegates  elected  by  tho  male  citizens  of  said  state,  twenty 
ono  years  old  and  upward,  of  whntovor  race,  color,  or  previous  condition, 
who  have  boon  resident  in  said  slalo  for  ono  year  previous  to  tho  day  of  such 
election,  except  such  os  may  bo  disfranchised  for  participation  in  the  Rebel¬ 
lion,  or  for  felony  at  common  law,  ancl  when  such  constitution  shall  provide 
that  the  eleotivo  franchise  shall  he  enjoyed  by  all  such  porsons  ns  hnvo  the 
qualifications  herein  stated  for  electors  of  delegates,  and  when  such  consti¬ 
tution  shall  bo  ratified  by  a  majority  of  tho  porsons  voting  on  tho  question 
of  ratification  who  are  qualified  as  olectors  for  clolegatcs,  and  when  such  con¬ 
stitution  shall  hnvo  bcon  submitted  to  Congress  for  examination  and  ap¬ 
proval,  anti  Congress  shall  have  approved  the  same,  ancl  when  said  state,  by 
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ft  vote  of  its  legislature,  olectecl  under  such  constitution,  shall  have  adopted 
the  amoiidrmmt  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  proposed  by  the 
nOth  Congress,  and  known  as  article  fourteen,  and  when  said  article  shall 
have  beoomo  a  part  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  said  stale  shall 
bo  declared  entitled  to  representation  in  Congress,  and  Senators  and  Repre¬ 
sentatives  shall  be  admitted  therefrom  on  their  tubing  the  oath  prescribed  b}r 
law,  and  then  and  thereafter  the  preceding  sections  of  this  net  shall  bo  inop¬ 
erative  in  said  state  :  l'rovidcd,  That  no  person  excluded  fromtlm  privilege 
of  holding  office  by  said  proposed  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the 
Unitod  States  shall  be  eligible  to  election  as  a  membor  of  the  convention  to 
frnmo  a  constitution  for  any  of  said  rebel  states,  nor  shall  any  such  porson 
vote  for  members  of  such  convention. 

“Si:c.  (i.  Anil  be  it  further  enact'd,  That,  until  llie  people  of  said  rebel 
states  shall  be  by  law  admitted  to  representation  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  any  civil  governments  which  may  oxist  (heroin  shall  bo  deemed  pro¬ 
visional  only,  and  in  all  respects  subject  to  the  paramount  authority  of  the 
United  Status  at  any  time  lo  abolish,  modify,  control,  or  supersede  the  same  ; 
and  in  all  elections  to  any  office  under  such  provisional  governments  all  per¬ 
sons  shall  bo  entitled  to  voto,  and  none  others,  who  are  entitled  to  vote, 
under  tho  provisions  of  the  fifth  section  of  this  act ;  and  no  porson  shall  be 
ologiblo  to  any  oflico  under  any  such  provisional  governments  who  would  bo 
disqualified  from  holding  oflico  undor  the  provisions  of  tho  third  article  of 
said  constitutional  amendment.1’ 

At  the  same  time,  the  financial  question,  embracing  the  cur¬ 
rency,  the  public  debt,  anti  the  national  revenue  woro  of  the 
highest  importance  and  demanded  immediate  consideration. 
Hugh  McCulloch,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  had  been  dur¬ 
ing  most  of  his  life  a  banker  in  tho  State  of  Indiana,  of  ac¬ 
knowledged  ability  as  such,  but  with  little  or  no  experience  as  a 
financier  dealing  with  public  questions.  lie  was  the  first 
comptroller  of  tho  currency  under  the  banking  act,  and  ren¬ 
dered  valuable  service  in  organizing  the  system  of  national 
banks,  though  he  had  not  originally  favored  the  system,  but, 
was,  at  tho  time  of  its  adoption,  a  strong  supporter  of  sound 
state  banks.  In  his  first  report  to  Congress  on  the  4th  of  Dc- 
combor,  1865,  lie,  as  Secretary  of  tho  Treasury,  tool;  strong 
ground  against  United  States  notes  as  a  circulating  medium 
and  their  being  made  a  legal  tender  us  money.  Ho  regarded  the 
legal  tender  acts  as  war  measures,  and,  while  he  did  not  recom¬ 
mend  their  repeal,  he  expressed  his  opinion  that  they  ought 
not  to  remain  in  force  ono  day  longer  than  would  bo  necessary 
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to  enablo  the  people  to  prepare  for  a  return  to  the  consti¬ 
tutional  currency.  Ho  denied  the  authority  of  Congress  to 
issue  these  notes  except  in  the  nature  of  a  loan,  and  affirmed 
that  the  statute  malting  them  a  legal  tender  for  all  debts, 
public  and  private,  was  not  within  the  scope  of  the  duties  or 
the  constitutional  power  of  Congress;  that  their  issue  as  lawful 
money  was  a  measure  necessary  in  a  great  emergency,  but,  as 
this  emergency  did  not  then  exist,  the  government  should,  as 
speedily  as  possible,  withdraw  them,  and  lie  recommended  that 
the  work  of  retiring  the  notes  should  he  commenced  without, 
delay  and  carefully  and  persistently  continued  until  all  were 
retired.  Ho  proposed  to  do  this  by  the  sale  of  bonds  for  United 
States  notes  outstanding  and  their  withdrawal  and  cancella¬ 
tion.  He  recommended  as  a  substitute  the  notes  of  national 
banks,  hut  even  these  notes  he  thought  redundant,  and  said: 

‘•There  is  no  fact  nioro  manifest  than  that  the  plethora  of  paper  money  is 
not  only  undermining  the  morals  of  llio  pcoplo  by  encouraging  wasto  and 
oxtravagnnee,  but  is  striking  at  the  root  of  our  nmtorinl  prosperity  by  dimin¬ 
ishing  labor  .  .  .  and  if  not  speedily  checked,  will,  at  no  distant  dii}', 

culminate  in  widespread  disnslor.  Tho  remedy,  and  the  only  remedy  within 
the  control  of  Congress,  is,  in  (be  opinion  of  (be  secretary,  to  be  found  in  the 
reduolion  of  tho  currency.” 

The  chief  part  of  his  report  was  devoted  to  the  danger  of 
inflation  and  the  necessity  of  contraction.  He  said  the  longer 
contraction  was  delayed  the  greater  must  tho  fall  eventually 
he,  and  the  more  serious  its  consequences. 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  Secretary  Mc¬ 
Culloch,  a  hill  was  introduced  in  the  House  by  Justin  S.  Mor¬ 
rill,  which  authorized  the  Secretary  of  tho  Treasury,  at  his 
discretion,  to  sell  any  of  tho  description  of  bonds  authorized 
by  tho  act  of  March  8,  1805,  tho  proceeds  to  he  used  only  to 
retire  treasury  notes  or  other  obligations  issued  under  any  act 
of  Congress.  This  hill  as  reported  would  liavo  placed  in  the 
power  of  the  secretary  the  retirement  of  all  United  States  notes 
at  his  discretion.  An  amendment  was  made  in  tho  House 
which  provided: 

" That  of  United  Stfttos  notos  not  moro  than  ten  millions  of  dollars  may 
bo  rotired  and  canceled  within  six  months  from  tho  passngo  of  this  act,  and 
thereafter  not  moro  than  four  millions  of  dollars  in  any  one  month.” 


UK  JOHN  SlIKHMAN. 


m 


Tim  bill  iih  it  ninu'  lu  I  ho  Sennit’  wus  us  rnllnws: 

“  An  iii’l  m  ii iiii’iu I  mi  net  mitilleil  *  Am  nel  In  provide  vvhvx  uni!  nn'mmn  fo 
Htt|i|it>rl  llif  ^iiM’iuniiMii,'  upjihiMMl  Mmvli  tliiul,  eijrlileen  liuudri'il  him) 
Htxly-Kvo. 

"///i  itni’tifo/  f'l/  (In'  .Stunt'  nml  llutisr  n/‘  fu/o't  St  HttffiiUH  n/'  (hf 

thn'tnl  Stnti*  <;{'  .Uinrim  in  t  ‘mit/i'ixs  nnst inbhtl,  Tlmt  lint  m-l  <«itl  illml  ‘An 
iifl  (o  pfi't  lilt*  t\«l*  iiml  mi'iuiN  In  Mi|i|rc.if  tin*  ^tiM-rmni'iif,1  Hjijiint'i'il  Miuvli 
tliirtl.  ei^lilnnt  Inindird  end  m\Iv  l» \ nI in  1 1  1  u*  extended  niul  euinamed  in 
nullienze  ill'1  Sitii’Iih  y  "f  die  Tirii'.iirv,  lit  ii  in  difii'lieit,  lu  vrerive  nny 
t  reusin' V  nutf'  t»r  "diet'  n|  ilijm  t  imii  i'—ned  under  mi  v  m-l  nf  l  'nnjjresH,  whether 

lifurinn,'  iulfif'l  nr  iml,  in  rxelmnne  fur  tiny  denei  i|>l  inn  nf  linielh  niithori/.ed 

IjV  I  In-  in- 1  In  v.  It  irli  die*  i't  it  n  niin  >iit  I  mi'll  t ;  HIM  I  nl-.u  In  tJii.jjiiHn  nf  iiliy  ilr.trrijiliun 

uf  l.mul-t  n  1 1 1 1 tt  i.-ii  l  l»v  .  ni.  1  ml.  ,-idiet  in  Mil'  I  fiiitr.I  Slut  in  (.1-  elsewhere,  t„ 
mii'li  mi  itniuti/tl.  mi  ;  mil  nininii'i ,  and  u(  mcIi  iiilfi,  in  |m  nm>  diinli  mi  vim 
til  ill',  fur  Inw  fnl  1 1 1* -u*  -  \  t>f  (Ini  lintnl  Stale's  nr  fur  liny  livii'<mv  ikiIch,  «*i*r- 
litlrlili's  nf  iml  i  l.l  ii  lilt-  •,  nr  i  «■  i  hlir.ilft  nf  i  |e|n  ■•>il ,  nr  other  1 1*  J  ■  ii*ni'  1 1 1  u  I  i  vi‘M  nf 
viilin*,  wliirli  Inn.  i'  Ui-i-ii  nr  \\  he-h  nnt\  In-  i'Mn-d  inn  Ini'  uny  nelnf  ( ‘nti^ri'hH,  the 
|irtirt’i*iK  1 1 1* *r i * i »f  1 » «  In*  ii’-i  il  mill  fur  i fill iny  ( i eitsiuy  imlt'M  nr  other  t'lili^iiliniiH 
}»Miifil  tiii'li'r  uny  in  I  nf  I  *”•*» ;  !»ul  iiuiliiitj.'  herein  eiwlm/n’d  hlmll  )m  eon* 

«U  iimiI  (n  mil  li"i  ii’i’  nny  imt  nf  die  pnhlie  tlehl  :  /  Yoi’mA  //,  Tlmt  nf  Uni  iml 

Slut  I'M  III  it  I'M  iml  limit'  I  liuti  ti’ll  Ini  linin')  nf  tint  Inn*  lull  v  lilt  t  el  I  I  t'd  (lilt  I  I'll  lil'i'tl'i  ( 
Avilhill  hix  iim 'ill lm  fmiii  llm  |itm“n^n>  uf  l)ii«  net,  mill  lliereitfli'l'  nut  mure  tlmil 
f«mr  iiiilltniiH  iif  ili.Hiini  in  tiny  mu'  nmntli:  .!«*/  ju'nrit/t  tl  J'urtln  Tlml  die 
net  lu  wliit'h  dim  iw  mi  iiiiicmlmi-iil  rhiill  euiilimte  in  full  fnivo  in  ill!  iln  provi¬ 
tamin,  i'Xri«|it  n*i  uitNliliiMl  1 1 y  ll»i*»  lift. 

"  Sir,  I.1,  ,//<»/  tu  it  j'nflfu  t'  /  n>n  It  it,  Tlml  llm  Serret/uv  nf  tin*  TreiiHmy 

hltull  Iff  n  n  I  lu  l  ‘i.lij'i.--.  ill  llm  r»  >m  lui't  iri'inelil  nf  lie'  IteXl  hfHHiuh  (lie  iiimiilnl 
uf  <'M'iuiitL'i  '>  iiii>'(<'  nr  iu> i* v  linirnui  'l  nil'ler  thin  »u-|,  mttl  uf  whtiiil  nml  nit 
vvliiit  1 1 * ll > > •»  ;  ii n< I  ill1  m  (lie  iniintiiil  mu!  rliurm-ler  nf  ihdel ttednevt  retired  llh'ler 
llii't  in  *  I ,  mel  (lie  in  I  t"  s\  lii  ■  'I  i  tlmi  is  mi  miieinlilii-iit,  Willi  It  ili*l  ilili'i  l  hlillelni'iit 
uf  tin*  I'vj.i-n . f  iimli 1 1 iy  f.in  li  Imtii'.  um)  exelmli^i'i." 

Thin  ]>ill,  m  if  }{<<ul  rhiidde,  Imriunn  ii  luwAjd’il  l‘J,  IrSIllJ.  I 
lii'lievetl  I  lieu,  um!  iin\\  liimw,  Mini,  llm  ]»iihmi^h  uf  IhisliLW  wuh 
a  mvul.  jitisfnrl  mu',  ll  rnnliletl  llto  Sri-ri'liu-y  nf  l  lie  Troiisiiry 
lu  rf'lrre  til  a  ra|  »id  ntle  { r  mi!  <*<!  SI  ales  uule.s  n  ltd  lu  Inr^Hy 
inrmist*  lltr  lniiuli*il  tmlel >1  cmIu«*.hh  uf  Hu*  l 1  n i 1 1 •« l  SIiiIuh.  II, 
\v « » 1 1 1 1 1  i u i  iluitlii  Iiu\r  lirtnif'lil.  n«  alimi'lly  lu  Hie  Hpeein  nIhihI- 
iml  ami  muiln  n*>  tii'puiuli'Ul  fur  eiiriiltilin^  imlea  upuii  llm 

issitcrt  uf  iml  ionitl  hniii;.-;. 

Al  lliin  I i mi'  lht*iv  amis  a  ultln  tlilTerem*i'  uf  upiuiun  liel.ween 
Sefi  i'lnt  y  Met  'it f ft m*Ii  ami  myself  as  In  Hie  finaiiehil  policy  uf 
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the  government  in  respect  to  the  public  debt  and  the  currency, 
lie  was  in  favor  of  a  rapid  contraction  of  tbo  currency  by  fund¬ 
ing  it  into  interest  bearing  bonds.  I  was  in  favor  of  maintain¬ 
ing  in  circulation  tbo  t  lion  existing  volume  of  currency  as  an 
aid  to  the  funding  of  all  forms  of  interest-bearing  securities 
into  bonds  redeemable  within  a  brief  period  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  Uuited  States,  and  bearing  as  low  a  rate  of  interest  ns  pos¬ 
sible.  both  of  us  were  in  favor  of  specie  payments,  ho  by  con¬ 
traction  and  I  by  the  gradual  advancement  of  tlio  credit  and 
value  of  our  currency  to  tlio  specie  standard.  With  him  specie 
payments  was  the  primary  object,  with  me  it  was  a  secondary 
object,  to  follow  tlio  advancing  credit  of  the  government. 
Each  of  us  was  in  favor  of  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  bonds 
in  coin,  and  the  principal,  when  due,  in  coin.  A  largo  propor¬ 
tion  of  national  securities  were  payable  in  lawful  money,  or 
United  States  notes.  lie,  by  contraction,  would  have  made 
this  payment  moro  dillieult,  while  1,  by  retaining  the  notes  in 
existence,  would  induce  tbo  holders  of  currency  certificates  to 
convert,  them  into  coin  obligations  bearing  a  lower  rate  of 
interest. 


CIIAI’TKU.  XVII. 

Indkutudnkhs  oh'  tiik  Umtkii  Status  in  .IHlifi. 


ilvul  lull  of  I  In’  (hvi'iilmi’U  1‘iirl.v- •'I'nlnl  Di-lil  nti  Orloln-r  Ml,  utiimmlrt  to 
HIlH.r.  |!J,  IMT.nn-  •  S.rn-huy  Mi  I'mIIoi-Ii'h  D.-iri'  to  I'ntivi-Jl  All  n.il-il  StulrH 
MiIimIhIm  IhIi'itmI.  lloariuK  Unwin*  -My  IHn'iim^Ihii  wllli  .Miimlur  I-Ymsi>hiImi 
Dirr  tin*  I I  \ mt i nil  I  Hill-  -Too  (fiviif  I'mii'W  ( 'iinlWiVf!  on 

jin'  Mirivlniy  ul  ll,i.  Tivo-'ir.v  III*.  D.-im  l.t  K.-tlii  >  ^  ]  (1,1  HK),(  Mill  of 
I'nili  il  Slriti  N  Xnt’-a  l'm-li  Mmil It  *  -  t In nvl h  of  I lu<  < iri-i>iiliw*li 
I'uil.v  Tin-  StTM'l  II  ry  'll  1'imrlM  In  lliihiri’  I Iw  I  'lilTflif'.V  li,V 
!{••!  ii  irov  oi  -I  'univliw.':  I  St  ii  h-«  N’hIi-m  lMSw|icmli-il  - 
Hill  In  (l.-.linv  'I'liM-i  nml  I'l'.vjrli-  Ini'iiml  It. ■ve¬ 
ilin'  My  Trip  In  ).itriiiiili>  niul  Ollni'  Wm-iliTU 
|-< ,r I >«  with  (li'iifinl  ^lioiiiinn  -  Ha-fi.li mi mK 
nf  lin>  l)r|iiii'liin-iil.  of  Aurli'iiltnii'. 

)  UK  I  Nil  llii.s  ptH-iml  a  purly  sprung  lip  emu  post'd  {if 
mt'ii  u[  nil  pni'lios  onllotl  Hit'  (Iruonliaolt  parly,  who 
favnn'tl  mi  ini'i'mian  nf  1 1  liil.t-d  Slitlos  mil  os,  nut!  llio 
]niyiiii'iil,  of  all  Unili’tl  Mini  os  lmntls  anti  soonrilius  in 
i  ntilt'M.  This  tlilVtiri'iit'i'  of  iipininii  i-< ml  in uctl  iinl.il  llio 
nnpliim  nf  Hpou.io  payinonls,  in  .lannary,  I H70. 

[  pinpuso  In  sin  In  linro  llm  inousuros  mlnploil  in  l'osput'.l,  lai 
mil itiniil  r.in-ionry  and  ilidil.  Hu niun  llio  rosl.  of  llio  ti.tlniini.s- 
iim  nf  I’l-ooiilonl.  .Inlinsnii, 

I'lio  Inlul  dold  nf  (ho  ((nil  ml  , '-Halos  mi  llm  HI  si.  nf  (ltd  tillin', 
i,  Wits  S'J.MOS.O l<l,l:!7.rir,  ill  l.wonly-livn  dilToronl.  foi'ins  of  iu- 
l.odnoss  nf  whiuli,  S 1  ,‘Jl  1(1,1 )( H ),IK  10  whs  pnynlilo  n.l.  llm  nplhnt 
llm  Kiuindtiry  nf  llm  Tiviisiu-y,  nv  williin  a  lioiof  puritul. 
i  iimrmnl.  nf  Unilod  Slulos  nolos  tuilslmiiliiig  ivas  (lion 
H, 1 11(1,51111,  anti  nf  fnioliniial  oiim'iio.y  S'dli, 1157, >1  111),  in  nil 
I, HIM, (IMS.  All  nf  II i in  inmmy  wits  in  no.livn  uiiv.iiliiliiin,  in 
nl,  favor  uniting  llm  ponplo,  ivnrlli  iu  usn  us  niiioli  us  na¬ 
tal  lniiilt  tinlos,  alid  rapidly  rising  in  vulim  oiniipiin'd  tvilli 
1.  II,  U'llS  I  III'  It'ltslr  1  III  )’<l  l<  DSC  ll  I  III  flirill  of  illtlolllotlllOSS  Mil'll 
sliiifj;.  'I'lio  lioasiiry  mil om  nml  onnilininul  ini ort'sl.  nnlos 
•ti  in  t'Xpross  It'niiH  puyuhlti  in  lliis  lawful  nmnoy,  ami, 
h,  -a  '  OI77J 
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therefore,  bore  a  liigliev  rate  ot  interest  tlian  the  bonds,  which, 
by  their  express  terms  or  necessary  implication,  were  payable 
in  coin  only. 

It  was  insisted  that  the  amount  of  United  States  notes  wnri 
in  excess  of  what  was  needed  for  curroncy  in  time  of  peace 
and  might  safely  be  gradually  reduced.  This  offort  to  con¬ 
tract  tire  currency  was  firmly  resisted  by  several  Senators, 
myself  among  them.  The  Supromo  Court  decided  that  Con¬ 
gress  had  full  powor  to  make  these  notes  a  legal  tender. 
They  were  far  better  than  any  form  of  currency  previously 
existing  in  the  United  States.  During  the  wav,  when  the 
expenditures  of  the  government  reached  nearly  $1,000,000,- 
000  a  year  tlioy  were  indispensable.  Those  most  opposed 
to  irredeemable  paper  money  acknowledged  this  necessity. 
The  only  objection  to  them  was  that  they  were  not  equiv¬ 
alent  to  coin  in  purchasing  power.  After  the  war  was 
ovor,  tho  general  desiro  of  all  was  to  advanco  these  notes 
nearer  to  par  with  coin,  bnt  not  to  withdraw  them.  Tho  ris¬ 
ing  credit  and  financial  strength  of  the  United  Stales  would,  it 
was  believed,  bring  them  to  par  without  injustice  to  tiro  debtor, 
hut  tho  rapid  withdrawal  of  tho  notes  would  add  to  the  burden 
of  dobts  and  cripple  all  forms  of  industry.  It  would  convert 
tlie  compound  interest  notes  and  treasury  notes  bearing  seven 
and  three  tenths  percent,  interest,  amounting  to  over  $1,000,- 
000,000  expressly  payable  in  United  States  notes,  into  coin  lia¬ 
bilities.  The  bill  prepared  at  the  treasury  department  con¬ 
templated  the  conversion  of  all  United  States  notes  into  bonds. 
In  that  form  the  bill  was  defeated  in  the  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives,  but  it  was  reconsidered  and  an  amendment  was  then  made 
limiting  the  retirement  of  notes  to  $4,000,000  a  month.  This 
gained  for  the  hill  enough  votes  to  secure  its  passage.  Even 
the  withdrawal  of  $48,000,000  a  year  was  soon  found  to  bo  op¬ 
pressive  and  was  subsequently  repealed. 

When  this  bill  came  before  the  committee  on  finance,  I 
found  myself  alone  in  opposition  to  it.  I  could  not  impress  iny 
colleagues  of  tho  committee  with  tho  grave  importance  of  the 
measure,  and  its  wide-reaching  influence  upon  our  currency, 
debt  and  credit.  Tlioy  regarded  it  simply  as  a  bill  to  change 


“I  have  merely  to  say  tlmt  tins  bill  is  reported  l>v  tho  committee  on 
finance  without  amendment  as  it  came  from  the  House  of  Keprosontativos. 
The  committee  on  linnnee,  on  careful  examination  oi  it,  name  to  the  coneln- 
siun  that  the  bill  was  woll  enough  fis  it  stood,  and  did  not  deem  it  advisable 
to  make  any  amendment.  It  lias  been  before  the  Senate  a  eunsidorablo 
time,  and  1  presume  every  Senator  understands  it.  I  ask,  therefore,  for  tho 
question." 

1  replied : 

“  I  regret  very  much  that  I  differ  from  the  ooimnilluo  on  linniieo  in  re¬ 
gard  to  this  bill.  This  is  the  only  bill  on  the  subject  of  the  public  debt  on 
which  1  have  not  been  able  to  concur  with  that  committuo.  .  .  . 

“  If  Senators  will  road  this  bill  they  will  find  tlmt  it  confers  on  tho  Sec¬ 
retary  of  tho  Treasury  greater  powers  than  have  ovov  been  conferred,  since 
the  foundation  of  this  government,  upon  any  Secretary  of  tho  Treasury.  Our 
loan  laws,  horotoforo,  hnvo  generally  been  confined  to  the  negotiation  of  a 
single  loan,  limited  in  amount.  As  tho  war  progressed,  tho  difficulties  of  tho 
country  boenmo  greater,  and  wo  were  more  in  Urn  habit  of  removing  tho 
limitations  on  the  power  of  the  Secretary  of  tho  Treasury  ;  but  generally  tho 
power  conferred  was  confined  to  a  particular  loan  then  in  the  market.  This 
bill,  howover,  is  more  goneral  in  its  terms.  This  bill  authorizes  (ho  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Treasury  to  sell  any  character  of  bonds  without  limit,  oxcopt  as 
to  the  rato  of  interest.  Tho  authority  conferred  does  not  limit  him  to  any 
form  of  security.  It  may  run  for  any  period  of  time  within  forty  years.  Ilo 
may  soil  the  securities  at  less  than  pur,  without  limitation  ns  to  rate.  Ilo 
may  soil  thorn  in  any  form  ho  chooses.  Ho  may  put  them  in  the  form  of 
treasury  notes  or  bonds,  the  interest  payable  in  gold  or  in  paper  mom?}',  lies 
may  undertake,  under  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  to  fund  tho  whole  debt  of 
tho  United  Slates.  Tim  only  limit  ns  to  amount  is  tho  public  debt,  now 
82,700,000,000.  The  power  conferred  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is 
absolulo.  It  is  not  only  for  this  year,  or  during  the  current  fiscal  year,  or 
for  tho  next  year,  but  it  is  for  all  lime,  until  tho  act  shall  be  repealed,  Tt 
gives  him  nbsoluto  power  to  negotiate  bonds  of  the  United  Slutos  to  tho 
amount  of  $2,700,000, (X){),  without  limiting  tho  rale  at  which  they  shall  be 
sold,  and  only  limiting  the  rate  of  interest  inferentially,  The  description  of 
tho  bonds  in  the  act  of  .March  3,  I80f),  referred  to  boro,  would  probably  limit 
tho  rato  of  interest  (o  six  per  cent,  in  coin,  find  sovon  and  threo-loulhs  por 
oent.  in  ourronoy;  but  with  this  exception  there  is  no  limitation. 
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It  seems  to  mo  that  in  the  present  condition  of  our  finances  there  is  no 
necessity  for  conferring  these  largo  powers  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
The  people  are  not  generally  aware  of  the  favorable  condition  of  our  finances. 
The  statement  of  the  public  debt  laid  on  our  tallies  the  other  day  does  not 
show  fully  the  condition  of  the  finances.  It  is  accumlo  in  amounts,  bnl  does 
not  fivo  dales  of  the  maturity  of  our  debts.  But  a  small  portion  of  the  debt 
of  the  United  Stales  will  be  duo  prior  to  August,  18(17,  that  will  give  the 
secretary  any  trouble.  But  little  of  tho  debt  which  he  will  bo  required  to 
fund  under  the  provisions  of  this  bill  matures  before  August,  1807.  The 
temporary  or  call  loan,  now  over  one  hundred  millions,  may  readily  bo  kept 
at  this  sum  oven  at  a  reduced  vale  of  interest.  The.  certificates  of  indebted¬ 
ness,  amounting  to  sixty-two  millions,  may  easily  bo  paid  from  accruing 
receipts,  or,  if  necessary,  may  be  renewed  or  funded  at  tho  pleasure  of  the 
secretary.  None  of  tho  compound  interest  notes  or  tho  seven-thirty  notes 
mature  until  August,  1807.  .  . 

“Thero  is,  therefore,  no  immediate  necessity  for  these  vast  powers.  Tho 
question  then  naturally  occurs,  why  grant  them?  I  have  carefully  consid¬ 
ered  this  question,  and  I  do  not  think  there  is  now  any  immediate  necessity 
for  granting  these  powers.  No  debt  is  maturing  that  is  likely  to  give  the 
(rovernmont  any  tronblo;  and  yet  wo  are  now  about  to  confer,  upon  the  See- 
rotary  of  the  Treasury,  powers  that  we  cannot,  in  the  nature  of  things,  recall. 
It  is  true  wo  may  repeal  this  law  next  year,  but  wo  know  very  well  that 
when  these  largo  powers  arc  granted  they  arc  very  seldom  recalled;  they 
nro  made  tho  precedents  of  further  grants  of  power  and  am  very  rarely 
recalled.  It  seems  to  me  that  tho  whole  object  of  the  passage  of  this  bill 
is  tc>  place  it  within  tho  power  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  contract 
the  currency  of  the  country,  and  thus,  as  I  think,  to  produce  an  unnecessary 
strain  upon  tho  pooplo.  This  power  I  do  not  think  ought  to  bo  given  to 
him.  The  Honso  of  Representatives  did  not  intend  to  give  him  this  power. 
They  dobaled  the  bill  a  long  time,  and  it  was  defeated  on  tho  ground  that 
thoy  would  not  confer  on  tho  secretary  this  power  to  reduce  tho  currency, 
and  finally  it  was  only  passed  with  a  proviso  contained  in  the  bill  which  1 
will  now  read  : 

“•  J'ruvidi  d,  That  of  United  Stall's  notes  not  mom  than  §1(1,000, 000  may 
bo  retired  and  canceled  within  six  months  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  and 
thereafter  not  more  than  $4,000,000  in  any  uno  inontn.’ 

“The  purpose  of  tho  House  of  Representatives  was,  while  giving  tho 
seerotnry  powor  to  fund  the  debt  as  it  matured  or  even  before'  maturity, 
giving  him  tho  most  ample  power  over  tho  debt  of  the  United  States,  to 
limit  liis  powor  over  the  currency,  lost  ho  might  carry  to  an  extreme  tho 
viow  presented  by  him  in  his  annual  report.  If  this  proviso  would  accom¬ 
plish  the  purpose  dosigned  by  the  House  of  itopresentutivos,  1  would  cease 
all  opposition  to  this  bill ;  but  1  know  it  will  not,  and  for  this  very  obvious 
reason,  that  there  is  no  restraint  upon  the  power  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  accumulate  legal  tender  notes  in  the  treasury.  He  may  retire 


imci's  mi  liiiiut.  Mi'  tiwn  ilii|invsioii  Inn.  Ki-i-n,  and  wlnm  tliis  Kill  was  I n*fi »i «• 
tin-  miMtuil lei'  'Mi  Ihiunri-  1  lu-lii‘\ cd,  it  wnuld  In-  K.-lti-r  fur  llnil  rniiimith-i-  In 
Vi-jinrl  In  tin*  Si-llilti'  a  liniitu-ial  |anji-rt  In  filial  l1ir»  tl«'1  it  nf  tin-  l  ‘lliti-d  Sluti-s. 
I  India  vu  tlm I  nmv  in  tin*  fu\  •  nu I >1>-  t inn-  In  iln  il .  I  f  n  li  \  a  |n-i-  i-i-nt.  KntuK  it 
Iniin-  IioihI  nf  | hi i| n-i  i !•  ii { >1  i> M i  and  |iin|ii-r  nunimiti’i-,  was  n..w  | ilm-i-i I  ii|iuh 
dll’  linulu-l,  willi  silt’ll  IIIII||||‘  |IM\\  ais  In  lU-nntiiih-  il  a-1  nll^lll  In  I  n-  vi-li  In 
du1  Si-i-n-lai'V  nf  llm  Tn-iisint,  *.mdi  a  lmm  an  w  as  iiiidinti/cd  Iwn  yams  a^n. 
ill  a  ladnci'd  rain  <>f  iliti-ri-sl,  In  In-  i-\i'iii|i(  fmin  hiMiiinn,  |  ) lit vi*  im  dniilil 
wluilnver,  till'  Si'iMrtan  nf  dll*  Tn-usm  v  nutlil  fiunl  a\  my  jmrlinii  nf  iln*  duKt 
nf  din  ( ■  nil i'i1  Slatasus  it  nmtiuvd. 

“  I  iln  iml  lil«>  to  cinlmnuKH  a  Kill  nf  diin  liitnl  with  n ini-n> Ittu-i its,  KuiMitisa 
I  |uinW  i|  is  ilillii-nll  In  i'n!|siili«i-  lillit'liilmnhts  nf  tliis  m n  l ,  in |U i l  i nj;  an  i-MUli 
iimtinti  nf  li^nn-s  and  Inlilrs,  l  Imvn  |nn|iim-d  a  Jiill  wry  aini-fully,  w  ith  a 
view  In  iiu-i'l  III V  idim.  Kilt  I  Will  ll •  > I  |n'rsi>td  il  imw  in  anta^nnisin  In  tha- 
Kil|  pasHi'd  K\  dn<  I  IniiM'  nf  Uujiivsi-nlut  i  wm  and  tin-  v  i<-\\  tnlu-n  Ky  die  liuums* 
in .n i in i ( I i*c.  lii’niHM’  I  luiMw,  in  dm  |tii">|.|it  nnididnn  nf  llu-  Si-milu.  it  wnuld 
iml  juuKalily  Kr  fully  n umid.’ird .  .My  indy  pin  |n »-•<•  tmw  i->  In  | n<ilil  nut  ilia 
I'm -I  that  is  |h*i  ffi*l  1  \  ili-ur  tu  tin-  mind  nf  uvi-i  y  r<i  •  ■  i->  1 1  il  mini  wlm  Im-*  uvam- 
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liis  argument-  —  tlint  the  Seerotary  of  llio  Treasury  having  tho  power,  as  lie 
says,  there  is  clanger  that  ho  might  abuse  it  in  that  precise  way  j  else  his 
argument  amounts  to  nothing  at  all  as  against  the  bill.  I  uortainly  acquit 
my  friend  of  any  soil  of  desire  or  intention  to  throw  any  imputation  on  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  That  ho  did  not  moan  to  do.”  .  .  . 

I  said: 

“  I  do  not  think  it  wise  to  confer  on  tho  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  tho 
power  to  moot  the  indebtedness  not  accruing  for  a  year,  ov  two,  or  three 
years.  I  do  not  think  il  is  necessary,  in  our  prosonl  linnucial  condition,  to 
authorize  him  If)  go  into  market,  now  ami  sell  bonds  at  current  markol  rates 
with  a  view  to  pay  debts  that  do  not  mature  for  a  year  or  two.  T  have  no 
doubt  before  the  iivo-iwotily  loans  arc  duo  wo  shall  retire  ovory  dollar  of 
thorn  at  four  or  five  per  cent,  interest.  No  one  who  heeds  tho  rapid  develop* 
mcmis  of  now  sources  of  wealth  in  this  country,  the  (mormons  yield  of  gold 
now,  tho  renowal  of  industry  in  tho  south,  (ho  enormous  yield  of  collon,  the 
growing  wealth  of  this  country,  und  all  tho  favorable  prospects  that  are  be¬ 
fore  us,  doubts  tho  ability  of  this  government  before  this  debt  matures  to 
reduce  il  to  four  or  five  per  cent,  interest. 

“The  Secretary  of  tho  Treasury  may  soil  bonds  at  any  rale  to  moot  debts 
as  they  accrue,  but  that  is  not  tho  purpose  of  this  bill. 11 

Mu.  Fhsskniuin  :  “  That  is  all  the  purposo  thoro  is  in  it.” 

I  said : 

“Thou  thoro  is  no  necessity  for  it.” 

Mu.  Fiwsknuf.n:  “  Yes,  llicro  is.  T  differ  from  you.” 

I  continued : 

“  Wo  have  here  tho  tables  before  us.  Tho  honorable  Senator  and  I 
know  when  this  debt  matures.  .  .  . 

“That  is  the  powor  now  given,  and  lie  will  use  tho  power.  He  may 
think  it  to  his  interest  to  retire  llio  whole  of  the  seven-thirties  or  the  ten- 
forties  ;  but  is  it  wise  for  us  to  give  him  lliat  powor  now,  at  the  heel  of  the 
war  and  boforo  things  huvo  settled  downy  J  do  not  think  il  is. 

“  I  ropeat,  T  do  not  wish  lo  cidl  in  question  the  integrity  of  the  .Secre¬ 
tary  of  llio  Treasury.  Tho  Soimlor  interjects  by  saying  wo  must  look 
ahead.  T  have  done  so.  Tho  difference  between  ns  is  (Imt  1  anticipate  (hat 
tho  future  of  this  country  will  be  liopoful,  buoyant,  joyous.  Wo  shall  not 
huvo  to  bog  money  of  foreign  nations,  or  ovon  of  our  own  people,  within  two 
or  throe  years.  Our  national  debt  will  be  eagerly  sought  for,  I  have  mi 
doubt.  I  take  a  hopeful  view  of  the  future.  I  do  not  wish  now  to  cripple 
the  industry  of  the  country  by  adopting  the  policy  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  as  ho  calls  it,  by  reducing  lho  currency,  by  crippling  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  lli©  government,  when  \  think  that  under  any  probability  of  affairs 
in  the  future,  all  this  dobt  will  take  care  of  itself.  I  believe  that  if  tho  Sec¬ 
retary  of  lho  Troasury  would  do  nothing  in  the  world  oxeepl  simply  sit  in 
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] lit-i  chair,  meet  (In'  accruing  iiidcliledMe**,  nml  I^iic  Ida  Ircnaiii y  wunaiim, 

thin  dch(  will  take  earn  of  ilsi-jf.  and  will  fund  il*»clf  al  fmir  nr  live  per  . . I. 

before  very  long.  AH  dml  I  objeel  b>  in  dd*  UH  ia  ihc  power  U  dm 

tteerelary  of  tin'  Treasury  over  (lio  currency,  lo  allecl  (la*  cuitoium  "f  din 
eounlry  now  and  l"  nnficipulc  debts  flint  am  not  \cl  dun. 

“'I'lml  in  wlial  I  am  afraid  of,  his  inlerfercnce  lo  eonliarl  lie-  currency. 
Tim  lionmal'ln  Senator  fmin  Maine,  however,  would  seem  lo  think  dial  I  im¬ 
pute  to  him  a  wrong  tuolive,  and  llierefore  I  eormeled  him  when  lie  made  die 
remark  dial  I  seemed  lo  suppose  die  secretary  wax  doing  Ihls  improperly. 

I  ll'ink  Iiol.  'Hie  Sceveluvy  of  (he  Treasury  iltforiiied  irn  dial  lie  defiled  lo 
reduce  llrn  oiiiTotiry,  and  lie  lam  hceii  lining  il  as  far  a*  he  could,  lie  him 
linen  aermuulalilig  large  balances.  lie  wan  opposed  lo  die  proviso  \v  liicli 
Inis  linen  inserletl  in  thin  hill,  and  yielded  |,,  i[  only  " idi  ichtelauee.  Thai 
in  adiuillt'd  on  all  hand*,  nml  he  is  not  precluded  eillier  in  hoimr  or  propriety 
from  carrying  mil  Iuh  policy  if  yon  g»i\  e  liim  the  power  (o  do  il,” 

This  hill  hemtim  ii  hiw  mi  the  l w 1 1 1  of  April.  iMOli.  I’rcsi- 
doiil.  .Inhusun  cnlied  oulirely  upon  Mtdhillocli,  imd  Imd  no 
upiiiious  upon  (iuii.neiiii  lupins. 

Now,  in  'ii  rly  thirty  t\i»iirs  iiflor  llm  ptissnge  of  llusurl,  il  is 
minii r<‘sl-  lini.L  it  wns  hy  fur  (ho  most  injurious  him!  expensive 
I  i  i  in  nr  in  I  nieiisiirn  e\ er  emirled  hy  Congress.  K  iml  only  com¬ 
pelled  Mu*  I'nilml  Slides  lo  pnv  the  Inrgr  svnr  rules  of  inleresl 
for  ninny  years,  huh  poslponml  s|ieeie  pnyuienls  until  |S7H. 
IL  milled  fully  )(),()< II ),()()()  of  inleresl.  Umf  mighl  Imve  been 
saved  hy  Llm  enrlier  refunding  of  oul.slumliug  liomls  inln  bonds 
heaving  four  lo  live  per  cetil.  inleresl.  Mr.  Kessemleii,  llien 
clminmiu  of  llm  rouuuillee  on  Ihumee,  eoiniuiUed  ii  gntve 
orro)’  in  hastily  supporting  Ihn  hill,  ntt  error  which  1  believe 
lie  deeply  vngrol.led  and  whieh,  in  rnnimrlinM  with  his  hiding 
health,  no  doiih!,  led  him  lo  resign  his  fiosiiion  tis  (•liiiirinnn  of 
Unit  C.mnmiLlee.  Allhough  out*  ilehnle  wns  nil  her  sliitrp,  il 
did  link  disturb  (mr  friendly  rein  Lions,  Willi  Mid 'ulloeh  in  (lie 
Lrensury  department,  nothing  could  he  doin'. 

If  tlio  funding  clauses  of  i.his  in-l,  hud  heen  limiled  (o  (he 
conversion  of  compound  inleresl.  miles,  treasury  miles  hearing 
interest,  (•.Mtillrnl.es  of  indohlcdnoss,  imd  lemponii'y  Ion  ns  inlo 
IkiihIh  rodoonmhlo  til.  Uio  pleasure  of  Llm  l f n i ( imI  Slides  nfler  n 
brief  Lime,  heaving  not.  exceeding  five  per  rent,  inleresl,  rolniii- 
mg  in  circuhiLion  during  Lhis  process  of  refunding  nil  llm  then 
outstanding  tfnitod  Status  notas,  Uio  result  would  have  been 
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greatly  bcnclicial  to  the  United  States,  but  this  was  not  the 
chief  object  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  His  primary 
object  was  to  convert  United  States  notes  into  intorest-bouriug 
bonds,  and  thus  force  the  immediate  resumption  of  specie  pay¬ 
ments  or  the  substitution  of  national  bank  notes  for  United 
States  notes.  The,  result  of  his  refunding  was  largely  to  in¬ 
crease  the  amount  of  six  per  cent,  bonds,  tho  most  burdensome 
form  of  security  then  outstanding.  Tn  October,  IHtio,  the 
amount  of  six  per  cent,  bonds  was  §5)20,000,0110 ;  on  tiro  1st  of 
July,  1 808,  the  six  percent,  bonds  ontslanding  wore  $1, 507,844,  - 
BOO.  The  increase  of  these  bonds  under  the  operation  of  this 
law  was  thus  over  8087,000,000. 

The  result  of  this  policy  of  contraction  was  not  only  to  in¬ 
crease  the  burden  of  I  lie  public  debt,  but  it,  created  serious 
derangement  of  the  business  of  the  country,  it,  excited  a 
strong  popular  opposition  to  (he  measures  adopted. 

The  Greenback  party,  as  it  was  called,  grew  out  of  this 
policy  of  contraction,  and  for  a  time  threatened  to  carry  the 
election  of  a  majority  of  the  Members  of  Congress.  It  con¬ 
tended  practically  for  an  unlimited  issuo  of  legal  tornlor  United 
States  notes,  and  tho  payment  of  all  bonds  and  securities  in 
United  States  notes.  This,  however,  did  not  disturb  Secretary 
McCulloch.  Tu  his  annual  report,  of  December  3,  IStiG,  lie 
again  urged  tho  poliey  of  a  further  reduction  of  United  States 
notes.  He  was  not  satisfied  with  the  reduction  already  pro¬ 
vided  for,  and  recommended  that  tho  reduction  should  lie 
increased  from  $-1,000,000  a  mouth,  as  contemplated  by  the  act 
of  April  12,  180C,  to  $0,000,000  a  month  for  the  fiscal  year,  and 
to  $10,000,000  per  mouth  thereafter.  Ho  said: 

“ Tlio  po/iiti/  of  contracting  tho  circulation  of  the  government  notos 
should  bo  definitely  and  unchangeably  established,  and  the  process  should 
fro  on  just  ns  rapidly  as  possible  without  producing  a  financial  crisis  or  sori- 
ously  embarrassing  those  branches  of  industry  and  trade  upon  winch  our 
revenues  are  dependent.  That  the  poliey  indicated  is  the  truo  and  safo  one, 
the  secretary  is  thoroughly  convinced.  If  i(  shall  not  bo  speedily  adopted  and 
rigidly,  but  judiciously,  enforced,  severe  financial  troubles  are  in  s(uro  for  us.” 

Ho  insisted  that  tho  circulation  of  tho  country  should  be 
furtbor  reduced,  not  by  compelling  the  national  banks  to  retire 
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thoir  notes,  but  by  the  withdrawal  of  United  Slates  notes. 
When  reminded  of  the  great  saving  of  interest  in  the  issue  of 
$400,000,000  United  States  notes,  lie  answered: 

“  Considerations  of  (bis  nature  are  more  limn  coun(erlmlaneed  by  the 
discredit  which  attaches  to  the  government  by  failing  to  pay  its  notes  accord¬ 
ing  totlioir  tenor,  by  the  bad  inllm-nee  of  this  involuntary  discredit  upon  tlie 
public  morals,  ami  (bo  wide  departure,  wbicli  a  continued  issue  of  legal  ten¬ 
der  notes  involves,  from  past  usages,  if  not  from  tbo  teachings  of  the  con* 
stiuilion  itself.” 

Uc  Haiti : 

“The  government  cannot  exercise  powers  not  conferred  by  its  organic 
law  or  necessary  for  its  own  preservation,  nor  dishonor  its  own  engagements 
when  nbbi  lo  meet  (hem,  without  cither  shocking  or  demoralizing  the  senti¬ 
ment  of  the  people;  and  the  fact  that  the  indefinite  enmimmneo  of  the  cir¬ 
culation  of  an  inconvertible  iml  still  legal  tender  currency  is  so  generally 
advocated  indicates  how  far  wo  have  wandered  from  old  landmarks  both  in 
finance  and  ethics.” 

The  growing  opposition  of  flic  people  at,  huge  to  the  con¬ 
traction  of  Uio  currency  seemed  to  have  no  eifect  upon  his 
mind. 

He  again  recurs  to  the  same  subject  in  his  annual  report  to 
Congress,  in  December,  18(17.  After  stating  that  the  United 
States  notes,  including  fractional  currency,  had  been  reduced 
from  $459,000,000  to  $887, 000, (100,  and  the  funded  debt  had 
boon  increased  $084,548,800,  lie  urged  as  a  measure  regarded  by 
him  as  important,  if  not  indispensable  for  national  prosperity, 
the  funding  or  payment  of  the  balance  of  interest-bearing 
notes,  and  a  continued  contraction  of  the  paper  currency.  Ho 
urged  that  l.ho  acts  authorizing  legal  tender  notes  be  repealed, 
and  that  Iho  work  of  retiring  the  notes  wliieh  had  been  issued 
under  them  should  be  commenced  without  delay,  and  carefully 
and  persistently  continued  until  all  wore  retired. 

This  policy  of  contraction,  honestly  enter! ained  mid  per¬ 
sistently  urged  by  Secretary  McCulloch  in  .spite  of  growing 
stringency,  led  Congress,  by  the  act  of  Hobniary  4, 18(18,  to  sus¬ 
pend  indefinitely  the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  make  any  redaction  of  the  currency  by  retiring  or  canceling 
United  States  notes. 
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Who  cun  doubt  tlmt  it  he  lmd  availed  liimselt  o£  the  power 
given  him  to  refund  the  interest-bearing  notes  mid  certificates 
of  the  United  States  into  bonds  bearing  a' low  rate  of  interest, 
leaving  tho  United  States  notes  bearing  no  interest,  to  circulate 
as  money,  ho  would  have  saved  the  government  hundreds  of 
millions  of  dollars  ?  If  irredeemable  notes  were  a  national  dis¬ 
honor,  why  did  lie  not  urge  their  redemption  in  coin  at  some 
fixed  period  and  then  reissue  them,  and  maintain  their  redemp¬ 
tion  by  a  reserve  in  coin  ? 

Tho  act  of  February  ‘20,  1802,  under  which  the  original 
United  States  notes  were  issued,  provided  that: 

"Sudi  United  States  notes  sludl  be  iveeived  tin*  smite  us  coin,  til  llmir 
jmr  value,  in  payim-al  Pm-  tiny  loans  (litil  muy  in-  Iteroufter  sold  or  negotiated 
by  llie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  mid  nuiv  be  reissued  from  lime  to  linio  as 
llin  exigeurie.s  of  (lie  |mblie  interest  slmll  re((iiire." 

This  provision  would  have  maintained  the  parity  of  United 
States  notes  at.  par  with  bonds,  lint  under  the  pressure  of  war 
it  was  deemed  best,  by  Congress,  upon  the  recommendation  of 
Secretary  Chase,  to  take  from  the  holder  of  United  States 
notes  the  right  to  present  them  in  payment  for  bonds  after  the 
first  day  of  July,  1803.  If  this  privilege,  conferred  originally 
upon  Unitc'd  States  notes,  had  been  renewed  in  1800,  with  the 
right  of  reissue,  bonds  and  notes  would  together  have  advanced 
to  pur  in  coin,  lint  this  is  what  the  cuutractionists  especially 
opposed.  They  demanded  the  cancellation  of  the  notes  when 
presented,  a  contraction  of  tho  currency  when  offering  our 
bonds.  It  is  easy  now  to  perceive  that  a  conservative  use  of 
United  States  notes,  convertible  into  four  per  cent,  bonds, 
would  have  steadily  advanced  both  notes  and  bonds  to  par  in 
coin.  But  tbe  equally  erroneous  opposing  opinions  of  contrac- 
tionists  and  expansionists  delayed  for  many  years  the  coining 
of  coin  resumption  upon  a  fixed  quantify  of  United  Stales 
notes. 

Among  the  acts  of  this  Congress  of  chief  importance  is  the 
net  approved  July  13,  ]8(i(i,  to  reduce  tuxes  and  provide  inter¬ 
nal  revenue.  The  passage  of  such  an  act  required  much  labor 
in  both  Houses,  hut  especially  .so  in  the  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives,  whore  tax  bills  must  originate.  It  was  a  compromise 
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measure,  and,  unlike  previous  acts,  did  not  reach  out  for  now 
objects  of  taxation,  but  selected  such  articles  ns  could  bear  it 
best,  and  on  some  of  these  the  tax  was  increased.  A  great, 
number  of  articles  that  enter  into  the  common  consumption  of 
the  people  and  are  classed  as  necessaries  of  life  were  relieved 
from  taxation.  The  general  purpose  of  the  bill  was  in  time  to 
concentrate  internal  taxes  on  such  articles  as  spirits,  tobacco 
and  beer.  The  tax  on  incomes  was  continued  but  limited  to 
the  3()th  of  June,  1870.  I  have  already  stated  the  marked  de¬ 
velopment  of  internal  taxation,  and  this  measure  was  one  of 
the  most  important  in  the  scries  to  produce  great-  revenue  at 
the  least  cost,  ami  of  the  lightest  burden  to  the  taxpayer. 

Soon  after  the  passage  of  the  act,  approved  April  12,  1800, 
to  contract  the  currency,  I  introduced  a  hill,  “To  reduce  the 
rate  of  interest  on  the  national  debt  and  for  funding  the  same.” 
In  view  of  (lie  passage  of  that  act  1  did  not  expect  that  a  fund¬ 
ing  bill  would  meet  with  success,  but  considered  it  my  duty 
to  present  olio,  and  on  the  22ml  of  May,  1800,  made  a  speech 
in  support  of  it.  The  bill  provided  for  the  voluntary  ex¬ 
change  of  any  of  the  outstanding  obligations  of  the  United 
States  for  a  bond  running  thirty  years,  but  redeemable  at,  the 
pleasure  of  the  Hinted  States  after  leu  years  from  date,  bear¬ 
ing  interest  at  the  rate  of  live  per  cent.,  payable  annually.  On 
reading  that,  speech  now  1  find  that,  though  1  was  much  more 
confident  than  others  of  converting  onr  maturing  securities 
into  five  percent,  bonds,  the  general  opinion  then  prevailing, 
and  acted  upon  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  was  to  issue 
six  per  cent,  bonds  as  already  stated.  1  soon  found  that  it  was 
idle  to  press  the  funding  bill  upon  Congress,  when  it  was  so 
lunch  occupied  with  reconstruction  and  with  Andrew  Johnson. 
The  refunding  and  many  other  measures  hud  to  be  postponed 
until  a  new  administration  clinic  into  power.  Congress  had 
unfortunately  anthomeil  tho  issue  of  six  per  cent,  bonds  for 
accruing  liabilities,  and  thus  postponed  refunding  at  a  lower 
rato  of  interest. 

Tho  long  and  exciting  session  of  Congress  that  ended  on  the 
28th  day  of  July,  180(1,  left  me  in  feeble  strength  and  much 
discouraged  with  the  slate  of  affairs.  I  had  arranged  with 
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General  Sherman  to  accompany  him  in  an  oflicial  inspection  ot 
army  posts  on  the  western  plains,  but  did  not  feel  at  liberty 
to  leave  Washington  until  Congress  adjourned.  The  letter  1 
wrote  him  on  the  8th  of  July  expresses  my  feelings  as  to  the 
political  situation  at  that  time: 

Unitkd  Statkk  Si;n  atk  Cii  amiiku,  ) 
Washington,  July  8,  18(50.  5 

Duak  Uhotiikk  :  •  •••  It  is  now  wist*  for  you  (o  avoid  all  expressions  of 
political  opinion.  Congress  and  the  President  are  now  drifting  from  each 
other  into  open  warfare.  Congress  is  not  weak  in  wlrnt  it  has  done,  but  in 
ii'/utl  it  ha*  faifad  to  do.  It  lias  adopted  no  unwise  or  extreme  measures. 
The  civil  rights  bill  and  constitutional  amendments  can  be  dofouded  as 
reasonable,  moderate,  and  in  harmony  with  Johnson's  old  position  and  yours. 
As  Congress  has  thus  far  failed  to  provide  measures  to  allow  legal  Senators 
and  Representatives  to  lake  their  seats,  it  has  failed  in  a  plain  duly.  'Phis 
is  its  weakness,  but  even  in  ibis  it  will  have  the  sympathy  of  |]m  most  of  the 
soldiers,  and  thn  people  who  are  not  loo  eager  to  secure  rebel  political 
power.  As  to  the  President,  ho  is  becoming  Tylorizod.  I-Ie  was  elected  by 
the  Union  party  for  bis  oponly  expressed  radical  sentiments,  and  now  lie 
seeks  to  rend  to  pioees  this  parly.  There  is  a  sontimonl  among  the  people 
that  (bis  is  dishonor.  It  looks  so  to  me.  What  Johnson  is,  is  from  and  by 
tho  Union  parly,  llo  now  deserts  it  and  betrays  it.  IIo  may  varnish  it  up, 
but,  after  all,  ho  must  admit  that  ho  disappoints  the  reasonable  expectations 
of  those  who  intruslod  him  with  powor.  Ho  may,  by  u  coalition  with  cop¬ 
perheads  and  rebels,  sueeoed,  but  the  simple  fact  that  nino-(en(hs  of  them 
who  voted  for  him  do  not  agree  with  him,  and  that  he  only  controls  the 
olhor  tenth  by  powor  intrusted  to  him  by  tho  Union  parly,  will  damn  him 
forever.  Resides,  ho  is  insincere;  ho  has  deceived  and  misled  his  best 
friends.  I  know  be  led  many  to  believo  he  would  agree  (o  the  civil  rights 
bill,  and  nearly  all  who  conversed  with  him  until  within  a  few  days  be¬ 
lieved  .he  would  acquiesce  in  tho  amendments,  and  even  aid  in  scouring 
their  adoption.  I  almost  fear  lie  contemplates  civil  war.  Under  these 
oiromnslauoes  you,  Grant,  and  Thomas  ought  (o  bo  (dear  of  political  com¬ 
plications.  As  for  mysetf,  J  intend  to  slick  to  litmuco,  but  whorovor  1  can 
I  will  moderalo  the  actions  of  tho  Union  party,  and  favor  conciliation  and 
restoration.  AifeelionaloJy  yours, 

John  Sjikuman. 

After  the  adjournment  T  proceeded  to  St.  Louis,  and  with  Gen¬ 
eral  Sherman  and  two  staff  oflicers,  wont  by  rail  to  Omaha. 
This  handsome  city  had  made  great  progress  since  my  former 
visit.'  Wo  then  went  by  tho  Central  Pacific  railroad  to  Fort 
Kearnoy,  as  far  as  tho  rails  wore  then  laid.  There  our  little 


party  started  through  the  Indian  Territory,  riding  in  light 
wagons  with  canvas  covers,  each  drawn  by  two  good  army 
mules,  escorted  by  a  squad  o[  mounted  soldiers.  We  traveled 
about  thirty  miles  a  day,  camping  at.  night,  sleeping  in  our 
wagons,  turned  into  ambulances,  the  soldiers  under  shelter 
tents  on  blankets  and  the  horses  parked  near  by.  The  camp 
was  guarded  by  sentinels  at  night-,  and  the  troopers  lay  with 
their  gnus  close  at  hand.  Almost  every  day  wo  met  Indians, 
but  none  that  appeared  to  bo  hostile.  In  this  way  we  traveled 
to  Fort  Laramie.  The  country  traversed  was  an  unbroken 
wilderness,  in  a  stale  of  nature,  lmt  singularly  beautiful  as  a 
landscape.  It,  was  an  open  prairie,  traversed  by  what  was 
called  the  North  Platte  River,  with  scare, oly  water  enough  in  it 
to  ho  called  a  crook,  with  rolling  hills  on  either  side,  and  above, 
a  clear  sky,  and  air  pure  and  bracing.  It  was  the  first  time  T 
had  been  so  far  out  on  the  plains,  and  T  enjoyed  it  beyond  ex¬ 
pression.  1  was  soon  able  to  cat  my  full  share  of  the  plain 
fare  of  bread  and  meat,  and  wanted  more. 

After  many  days  we  reached  Fort  Laramie,  then  an  impor¬ 
tant  post  far  out  beyond  (he  frontier.  Wo  remained  but  a  few 
days,  and  then,  following  south  along  the  font  hills,  we  crossed 
into  the  Laramie  plains  to  Fort  Handers.  This  was  the  last 
post  to  the  west  in  tleneral  Sherman's  command.  From 
thence  we  followed  the  course  of  tho  Cache  la  Poudio.  On  the 
way  wo,  camped  near  a  station  of  the  Overland  Stage  Company, 
for  change  of  horses  and  for  meals,  in  a  charming  and  pictur¬ 
esque  region.  The  keeper  of  the  station  soon  called  and  in¬ 
quired  for  me,  and  I  found  that  ho  was  a  former  resident,  of 
lianslield,  who  married  tho  daughter  of  an  old  friend.  Ho  in¬ 
vited  our  party  to  his  house,  and  there  I  met  his  wife,  who,  in 
this  region  without  any  neighbors  or  habitations  near,  seemed 
to  bn  perfectly  happy  and  fearless,  though  often  disturbed  by 
threatened  Indian  outbreaks.  We  were  handsomely  enter¬ 
tained.  it  was  a  groat  relief  to  sleep  one  night  in  a  comfortable 
bed,  after  sleeping  for  many  nights  with  two  in  a  narrow  wagon. 
Wo  then  proceeded  to  Greeley,  where  we  found  a  small  settle¬ 
ment  of  fanners.  From  thence  to  Denver,  we  found  n  few  cab¬ 
ins  scattered  ovor  a  vast  open  plain  stretching  as  far  as  the  eye 
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could  reach  to  the  east,  with  Hie  mountains  on  the  west  rising 
in  grandeur  and  apparently  presenting  an  insurmountable  har¬ 
rier.  I  have  scon  many  landscapes  since  that  were  more  bold 
ami  striking,  hut  this  combination  of  great  mountains  and 
vast  plains,  side  by  side,  made  an  impression  on  my  mind  as 
lasting  as  any  natural  landscape  T  have  seen. 

At  Denver,  General  Sherman  and  T  were  handsomely  enter¬ 
tained  by  the  citizens,  many  of  whom  General  Sherman  knew 
as  soldiers  under  his  command  during  the  war,  and  some  of 
whom  I  know  as  former  residents  of  Ohio.  They  were  enthu¬ 
siastic  in  their  praise  of  Colorado.  It  seemed  to  me  the  air  was 
charged  with  a  superabundance  of  ozone,  for  everyone  was  so 
hopeful  of  the  future  of  Denver,  that,  even  the  want,  of  rain  did 
not  discourage  (hem  and  some  of  them  tried  to  convince  me 
that  irrigation  from  t ho  mountains  was  holler  than  showers 
from  Lho  slc.y.  Denver  was  then  a  town  of  loss  than  5,000  in¬ 
habitants  and  now  contains  more  than  1 1 0,<M10.  Colorado  had 
loss  than  50,000  inhabitants  in  1870,  and  in  1800  it  had  412,108, 
an  increase  of  nearly  tern  fold  in  twenty  years.  Dot  this  marvel¬ 
ous  growth  does  not  spring  from  the  invigorating  air  and  flow¬ 
ing  springs  of  Colorado,  hut  from  the  precious  metals  stored  in 
untold  quantities  in  her  mountains,  from  Denver  General  8lier- 
man  had  to  continue  his  inspection  to  the  southern  posts,  and  1 
was  called  homo  to  take  part  in  the  pending  canvass.  ]  started 
in  a  coach  peculiar  to  tiro  country,  villi  threo  or  four  passon- 
gors,  over  a  distance  of  about  four  hundred  miles  to  Korl:  lliloy, 
in  Kansas.  Wo  had  heard  of  many  Indian  forays  on  the  lino 
wo  wore  to  travel  over  and  thcro  was  somo  danger,  hut  it  whs 
the  only  way  to  get  home.  Each  of  the  passengers,  \  among  tho 
number,  had  a  good  Winchester  rifle,  with  plenty  of  ammunition. 
The  coach  was  a  crude  rattle-trap,  noisy  and  rough,  bid,  strong 
and  well  adapted  to  tho  journoy.  It  was  drawn  by  four  lmvscs 
of  the  country,  small  but,  wiry.  We  had  long  reaches  between 
changes.  The  stations  for  meals  had  means  of  defense,  and 
the  food  set  before  us  was  substantial,  mainly  buffalo  beef, 
chickens  and  bread.  A  good  appetite  (always  a  sure  thing  on 
the  plains)  was  the  best  sauce  for  a  substantial  meal,  and  all 
tho  meals  were  dinners  with  no  change  of  courses.  We  saw 
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on  the  way  many  evidences  of  Indian  depredations,  01113  of 
which  was  quite  recent,  and  two  or  three  settlers  had  been 
hilled.  Wo  met  no  Indians  on  the  way,  but  we  did  meet, 
myriads  of  buffaloes,  scattered  in  vast  herds  to  the  north  and 
south  of  11s  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  ft  is  sad  to  rolled 
that  all  these  animals  have  been  exterminated,  mainly  in 
wanton  sport  by  hunters  who  did  not  need  their  flesh  for 
food  or  their  hides  for  leather  or  robes.  This  destruction  of 
buffaloes  opened  the  way  for  herds  of  domestic  cattle,  which 
perhaps  in  equal  numbers  now  feed. upon  the  native  grass  of 
the  prairies. 

In  a  recent  visit  to  western  Nebraska  and  South  Dakota,  I 
saw  those  cattle  in  great  numbers  in  good  condition,  cheaply 
cared  for  and  sold  for  four  cents  a  pound  on  the  hoof.  The 
owners  of  these  cattle  purchased  land  from  settlers  who  had 
acquired  title  under  the  homestead  or  pre-emption  laws,  ns 
suitable  sites  for  ranches,  including  a  permanent  lake  or 
pond  for  each,  an  indispensable  requisite  for  a  ranch.  This 
being  secured,  they  built  houses  to  live  in  and  sheds  for  the 
protection  of  their  cuttle  in  winter,  mid  thus  obtained  practi¬ 
cal  possession,  without  cost  or  taxes,  of  all  the  government 
land  needed  for  their  ranges.  Sad  experience  has  convinced 
settlers  in  all  the  vast  rainless  region  of  the  west,  that  they 
cannot  produce  grain  with  any  certainty  of  harvesting  a  crop, 
and  thousands  who  have  made  the  experiment  in  western 
Kansas  and  Nebraska  and  in  eastern  Colorado  and  Wyoming 
have  recently  abandoned  their  improvements  and  their  claims. 
It  seems  now  that  this  part  of  our  country  mast  be  given  up 
to  the  herders  of  cattle.  The  Indians  and  buffaloes  have  dis¬ 
appeared  and  the  “cowboys”  and  domestic,  cattle  and  horses 
have  taken  their  place,  to  give  way,  no  doubt,  in  time,  to  the 
farmer,  when  the  water  will  bo  drawn  from  the  earth  by  arte¬ 
sian  wells,  and  life  and  vitality  will  thus  be  given  to  a  soil  as 
rich  as  the  Kansas  valley. 

We  reached  the  end  of  our  stage  ride  at  fort  Riley,  and 
were  glad  to  enter  into  the  cars  of  the  Kansas  1’acilic  railroad, 
though  they  were  as  dirty  and  filthy  as  cars  could  well  he.  All 
this  has  been  changed.  Now  the  ride  over  the  plains  from 


Kansas  Lily  to  Denver  run  lm  made,  in  a  compand  ively  few 
hours,  in  comfort,  uml  safely. 

I  rol. tinted  lo  Ohio  in  iukn  my  usiiti  1  purl,  in  llm  canvass  in 
I  ho  full  of  iHliti,  uml  mi  limed  in  VVimlnn^inn  in  lirnt'  fur  llm 
nmelin^  of  I ‘undress  on  the  lirsl.  Mnmliiy  in  Mi'cmnlmr, 

Prior  l<>  lull,  liillo  a  II  on  l  ion  was  ^ivnn  by  Poiigross  In 
1,1m  {'roulosl,  mid  ninsl.  i in porl mil-  i ti< I us( ry  nf  mankind,  Ihal  of 
a^ricnll  urn.  Tin*  is  especially  l-run  nf  llm  I'niled  Slides, 
where  llm  mnjnrily  nf  ils  i n Im hil unis  inn  engaged  in  fimninK. 
A^rirulluro  lias  furidslmd  llm  ^mul.  body  nf  nnr  oxpmls,  yel 
litis  employmeui-  lutd  no  represonlalive  in  tiny  id'  lln'  dn|mrl 
mi'iils  oxropl-  n  clerk  in  llm  Piilrnl  ( Jilin*.  Tim  privilege* 
^iii nl imI  hv  (ltul  Imri'iui  In  iimmlnrs  laid  nn  n did  inn  In  w nrk  mi 
llti' farm,  Ihniipdt  fanning  was  ^really  aided  hy  imenlion  nl 
farm  implimmnls  during  llm  period  id'  llm  war.  when  a  million 
nf  limit  went  drawn  fnnn  Ilnur  nncupal inns  inln  llm  army. 
This  anomaly  led  In  llm  passage,  on  llm  l hi h  nf  May,  l.HtPJ, 
nf  llm  uel  In  eslaldisli  1 1m  dopurl nmni  nf  a^rieull.me.  Though 
ndlnd  a.  doparl  nmnl.  ils  nhinf  ollii'or  was  a  rnnunisr-inuer  nf 
agrienl!  are,  who  was  link  for  many  years  a.  member  of  lln1 
eabiuol,  Tim  lirsl.  commissioner,  Isinm  Nnwlon,  tippninlnd  I » y 
Lincoln,  was  a.  pcrnlinr  (dtaracler,  a  Quaker  nf  Philadnlplua, 
it  gardener  ralhor  limn  a  fimimr,  ImI  1m  was  nn  earned  and 
unlive  ollirer.  Tin1  appropriations  for  his  dnparinmnl  were 
very  small,  hid  omtldnd  him  in  dislrilmln  Milnaldn  ?eed:.  and 
millings,  which  worn  in  ypeul  demand  and  nl  mil  service 
In  farnmrs.  I  early  (onk  an  active  purl  in  pinmnlin^  his 
nlTnrls  and  especially  in  prncuriup;  hint  iippiopriut inns  tind 
land  where  he  cnnld  lesl  his  experiments,  lie  applied  for  an- 
llinrily  I n  use  I htd  portion  nf  Ueserval inn  Nn.  U  between  PJIh 
and  1-1  lit  si  reels  uf  Ihe  mall  in  Washington,  I  lien  an  mi'i'ddly 
wuslo  willmnl  Iree  nr  slirnh,  ImI  he  was  nnlilied  I  ho  I  llm  me 
nf  il  was  essenl  ia lly  necessary  (u  llm  war  depurl  ineul  ns  a  cal 
I  le  yard.  When  I  he  war  was  over  I  'niigress  a  pprnprial  ed  il  for 
l  ho  use  nf  his  dopurlumul.  Ho  took  possession  of  il  tihnul  (In* 
ndddln  nf  A  pril,  iSlifi,  and,  I  Inmph  I  Im  I'miual  was  mi  nnhmkon 
soil  uf  Ituiacimis  clay,  In*  fertilized  and  puherizod  a  purl  nf 
il,  ami  planted  a  j'real  vitriely  nf  seeds  fur  propagation,  uml 


covered  I !»'  rcii in i ■■  i ujjc  |nirl  inns  nf  i I  \v i 1 1 1  prass  anil  cereals.  1 1  is 
rnpni'ls  increased  in  ini  crest  anil  wan1  in  preul  dcniund.  1 1 is 
nllicc  work  was  done  in  inconvenient  pai'ls  uf  llm  1  ’ll  1  i'll  I  lllliee, 
ami  l  lm  necessily  uf  heller  in‘i‘innnnalal  inns  was  eonsluul  ly 
prnssnil  1 1 p< m  Menihrrs  of  ( 'impress.  I  lunli  an  unlive  inleresl 
in  Hie  snlijeel,  ami  ulTereil  an  uniendmenl  In  llm  civil  uppropri- 
alion  liill  In  appi'npriale  $11111.(11111  fur  a  snilalile  Imildinp  fur  Hie 
depuiinuml  uf  nprienll  urn  mi  I  lie  reserval  inn  nieni  inncil.  Them 
was  a  ilispnsil  inn  in  I  lie  Senale  In  ridicule  N ewlun  anil  liis  seeils. 
anil  Mr.  Il'esseinlen  opposed  llm  appruprial inn  as  mie  fur  an  nh- 
jecl.  mil  williin  llm  cniiHlil.iiliinml  ]imv(>r  nf  ((impress.  The 
iiiiiondiiii'iil,  however,  was  udopleil  nil  Ihn'dHIh  tiny  nf  Hehriinry, 
IHI17.  Newlun  died  on  llio  HIM)  of  .Inne  nf  I  lull,  year,  Iml  on 
llm  "ihid  of  Aupnsl.,  .Inlm  W.  Sloki'H,  us  ur.linp  eniiiinissinuer, 
onlornil  inln  a.  rimlrucl.  fur  llm  orcclion  nf  llm  Imildinp,  anil 
lliiraen  Ouprnn,  as  rimuuissiniu'r,  I'ninpleled  Hie  work  williin 
I. ho  li u i i Is  of  I  lie  a  pprnprin  l  inn.  a  rn  re  resnll  in  I  lie  emisl  rnel  inn 
of  a  pnlilie  Imildinp.  The  Imildinp  is  inlmirahly  ailapleil  fur  I  lie 
purposes  desipncd.  The  nnsiphlly  resemiliun  lias  lieen  con- 
verled  by  Mr.  I'liprnn  n ml  his  sinvcssors  in  nlliee  inlnime  uf  Ihe 
iniisl.  heanlifiil  parks  in  Wiishinplim.  The  depurl  mold  uf  upri- 
nill. urn  is  now  ropresenleil  in  Ihe  eahinel ,  anil  in  pruel  ieal  use 
fulmiHs  In  lliti  r.oaul.ry  is  nipial  In  any  nf  llm  ileparl meiils. 


i'll  A  I'TKH  Will. 

Till; i : i :  iMiintii.i  in  Kimiiii'K. 

Sluii  l  Sr. <111111  nf  m-  >  (  ■  < it \ <  ii<  < I  Mini'll  I,  | si;  I  I  lit  i line  I'lniii man  <>i  lln< 

I  I  till  Ill  if  1 1  !•  nil  I'iililliii'.  Si  it  I  •<<  li  IIJ-.  Si  mil  nr  I'im.-iiiI-i,  |lr|.iil l  111  r  Ini  Kill  n]i- 

W’liniini',  ■'  WuHi-r  Imni  u  S-n  ( ’i  1 1 1 1  it  i  u  ('nu>' i  ii"iiiini  Km . ii'h 

I  iitlri  Sim  \  I'illuni  ■'  In  Kii/'linh  t  Jil|t-.-i hn|<i  ■ ..  .idi-i  nf  .In Ini  IK  u.lil ,  I  >i-> 
vn«li  iitnl  min  i'  i'lttinim  til  Kn^li  Utm-n  Vnil  in  Kinm-,  UiU’imtt, 

I  (nllii  in  I  innl  i;-iiiiiiii\  \i,  \mh. inn  i  1 1.  it . I.  1 1 .  ,  St  m|>n 

tli.Viillli  tin-  I  . .  I  nil  i  . . I.  ii  ..1  llin  I  Si!  I  <  IS  |  ii  nil . 

I.ll'-ill  fill.  1-11..  nil. |  I, ,  11,11  I . .  N„,,n|,  Ill  mi, I 

I lir  l  i •  . . . .  . .  \  1  >i 1 1 hi  i  1,1  Ih.<  Tiiiti  i  i<  . 

\|f  1(1-111111  1 1 1  ilnr  1 1|  I  ■  I  1 1 II 1 M (  ■  1 1 II II  i  In 

nii hi  in  Si  uni  nl  r,u  i  .  I  m  1 1  | n i in l<  m  .  »v  1 1 1 1 
t'nliiliii.  ilnln  i  lluj-j'li  i  th  l(<|n.|l  Inti 

III-  In  I  nll.t  III-  ( .|  Ini; . .  .Null., n  , 

lli  lnfn-  \  itlii>-  nf  (inlil  1  Silt,  i . 

D  I  Mi  I  Nii  lln*  hril  m  1  imi  uf  Him  .‘I1H  It  ('undress  (he 
n'liUiniis  ltd wci'ii  I'rcMili'iil  .lultiisuii  and  ( '•  . 

heranie  Midi  Mini  il  was  deemed  advisable  lu  |iru- 
vide  l»y  Iitw  fur  ti  sesMiui  uf  fhe  new  Cuiitfivsi  mi  (he 
•III]  (it  Min'd),  )MiV,  1 1iu  I  heiny:  Ihe  rtimiueiireiiieiil  of  (he  (erm 
fur  \s* J i idi  I  In*  Memheis  were  eluded. 

The  l;i\v,  hi  m\  ujdiiiuu,  uii^lil  ft»  he  u  jicvimi ueid  uue,  so 
1 1  in  I  I  lie  u  ill  uf  I  he  I'cujilc,  ii.  c\  idt'iiccd  hy  I  lie  ded  inns,  nm\ 
lit'  |  ire  iim  )  d  ly  rus}.undi'i|  In,  Hu!  such  was  tit  if  Ihn  |<m |m  ini  •  uf 
(Ids  ud.  The  reason  was  Uud,  under  (he  daim  nf  ntdhniily 
Hindu  hy  (lie  iTeddeiil,  Micre  was  n  fc;i  r  1 1  in  I  he  inifdd  reentf- 
hi/e  I  lie  slales  in  in>  un  eel  iun  hefnie  (hey  had  enni|ilied  u  il  h 
l lit'  nmdilinns  jtresenbed  hy  law  fur  lerunsi  nief  inn, 

I  n  juifsimnce  uf  I  his  law  I  he  IUI  h  ( 'undress  mel  un  Ihe  duv 
limned. 

I  1 1  ii  ill  Ihe  (mill  il  M  Selutl  nr,  my  eulleapme,  Metijumin  !•’. 
Wade,  )ue:<ideiil  ftm  tun.  uf  (In-  Seualc.  adiniui*’lerin^  il.  I  he 
cairn'  diairmuii  uf  the  ft  mi  m  i  1  lee  un  finance  hy  fhe  \uhinfaiv 
rdireilleiil  uf  Mi*.  l'Ysselideii.  I  Knew  lliislmd  heel)  his  1 1 1 1  rj  ii  i-  e 
during  (In*  session  jnsf  closed.  Me  euni|ihuiied  uf  his  heullh, 
and  Mini,  (lie  coniineinenl  and  lahur  uf  the  |insifinii  hi'  held 

(ttaf.j 


HKml.I.KlTIIINS 


!)!>(! 

iuld(«l  In  his  iiilii-inil y.  Al  Mu1  suiim  1  im<<  il  was  iipierd  Hint, 
the  duties  nr  tlm  rnniiuif.lre  should  hr  divided  hy  ri'Ti'ri'uiyc  nil 

npprc>]u-iitl.iiins  In  n.  . . .  mi  n ppr< ipriuf imiM.  n ml  I  was  In 

(.|lnosn  hrl.wirn  I  In'  Iwu  mm  mil  Ires.  Tlir  I  lunsr  nf  lleprrsrnl- 
ativi'S  hail  already  divided  I  hr  lahnrs  nf  I  hr  mininil  ( rr  of  ways 

ami  inruns,  a  rniTrspniiding  i . ill ci*  In  llml  mi  liimnrr, 

among  Ki'Vnrn  I  m . il  Iren,  ami  II . vpriiiurul  hail  |irnvnl  a. 

HUrcrss.  I  prnl'rrrrd  I  hr  rnaimil  Irr  mi  lina  m-r,  uml  rmimiliril 
ils  e.huiniiuu  mil  il  I  hrnimr  Serrrlury  nf  I  hr  Treasury.  Mr. 

Ii'essamlru  l.nnli  Mir  easy  ami  plrnsanl  pnsili . .  I'lmii'iimn  nf 

l,bn  I'.uniniil.leo  nn  public  Imildings  ami  (.pounds,  and  lirhl  llml. 
pnsil.iuu  iinl.il  hr  ilinl  in  Sr|ilriuhrr.  ISIi',1.  1  Imv r  alrnnly  ex¬ 
pressed  my  npiiiiun  Ilf  his  vrnairlnihlr  nhilily  as  a  ilrhulrr  ami 
ns  a  slul.usimin  nf  hrmnl  anil  I'nnseival ivr  virus.  His  nnly 

fanll.  was  a  Imsly  lrin|ier  I . .  ilisplaynl,  Iml  as  nl'lrn 

nigral, l.rd  hy  him. 

Hougirss  uiljiniriiril  nn  llir  III II 1 1  nf  Man'll,  In  nirrl  again  mi 
Ilia  Ill'll  nf  .Inly.  Tim  Snail r  was  rallnl  In  a  s|irrial  srssinn 
hy  pvni-.laiiinl inn  nf  llm  IVrsiilrnl  nn  llm  Isl  day  nf  April, 
1HI17.  II,  rimui  i  iii'il  in  srssinn  mil  il  llm  dill h  of  April  ami  I  lien 
ailjuimmil  shir  ilir. 

I  1 1  ii  I  uni.  I'nmnin  uulil  I  hr  dose  uf  llm  srssinn,  Iml  ahniil. 
1,1m  llllh  uf  April  sailnl  frnin  New  Vnrli  fur  Kniupn  in  llm 
slniunrr  "Hil.y  of  Aulwrrp."  I  wrul  fur  imnlnl  rrsl,  a  rhiingii 
uf  air  anil  si'imr,  uml  hail  in  view,  as  mm  uf  llm  allrnrliiniN  uf 
l,lu)  voyage,  a  visil  lo  I Im  rvposil inn  al  I’aris  in  I  Iml  yrnr.  My 
nssociules  nil  llm  umili  urrr  Colonel  Miirrnw,  Unilril  Sillies 
Army,  anil  .Inhn  A.  Kassun,  Mrnihrr  nf  l 'undress  fmin  Imiu, 
and  we  I'euiniimd  logrlhri' iiulil  I  Irfl  l.nmlmi. 

1  hail  nn  plan,  runic  nr  Imsinrss,  ever  pi  In  go  u  lirrr  1  ilriflml 
wil.li  sui'h  cum  pn  ii  ii  him  ns  I  uml.  Tim  uuly  liniilaliuu  as  In  linm 
was  Ilia  duly  nf  reluming  In  mrrl  I  hr  ailjunrunl  srssinn  uf  I  hr 
Semite  in  July.  I  have  nn  inruinniiula  in  rrsprrl  In  llm  voyage 
and  preserml  uu  Irl.lrrs  alinul.  il.  SI  ill,  llm  priuripnl  smirs 
and  nvoul'H  arn  impiTssril  nn  my  luiml  ami  I  will  nnrralc  llirni 
as  f  now  iiic.ii.ll  l  lmm. 

Tim  pussngn  on  llm  iirriiu  was  a  ravnnihlr  nnr.  Wr  hail 
sonui  rain  lull,  nn  winds  I  hal  ilisliirhril  my  digr.-l  inn.  Uni.  fuw 
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on  tlio  vessel  were  seasick,  and  these  mainly  so  from  imagina¬ 
tion.  The  captain,  whose  name  I  do  not  recall,  was  a  jolly 
Englishman,  but  a  careful,  prndont  and  intelligent  oflicer.  I 
sat  by  his  side  at  his  table.  After  leaving  port  we  soon  took 
our  places  at  table  for  our  lirst  meal  on  board.  Ho  inquired  of 
mo  if  I  was  a  good  sailor.  I  told  him  1  would  be  as  regular  in 
my  attendance  at  meals  as  ho.  He  laughed  and  said  lie  would 
like  to  wager  some  wino  on  that.  T  cheerfully  accepted  his 
bet,  and,  true  to  my  promise,  f  did  not  miss  a  meal  during  the 
voyage,  while  he  throe  or  four  times  remained  at  his  post  on 
deck  when  the  air  was  Idled  with  fog  or  the  waves  woro  high. 
He  paid  the  bet  near  the  end  of  Hie  voyage,  and  a  number  of 
bis  passengers,  including  .Morrow  and  Hasson,  shared  in  the 
treat. 

I  can  imagine  no  life  more  pleasing  Ilian  a  tranquil,  but  not 
too  tranquil,  sea,  with  a  good  ship  well  manned,  with  com¬ 
panions  you  like,  but  not  too  many.  Tho  quiet  and  rest,  tbo 
viow  of  the  ocean,  the  senso  of  solitude,  the  possibility  of  dan¬ 
ger,  all  these  broken  a  little  by  a  quiet  game  of  whist  or  an  in¬ 
teresting  book— this  1  call  happiness.  All  these  f  remember 
to  have  enjoyed  on  this,  my  fifth  trip  oil  tlio  ocean. 

fn  due  time  wo  arrived  at,  Queenstown  in  Ireland.  It  was 
about  the  time  a  party  of  .Irishmen,  in  some  town  in  England, 
rescued  some  of  their  countrymen  ITom  a  van  in  charge  of 
English  constables,  one  or  more  of  whom  were  killed  or 
wounded.  Morrow,  Kasson  and  I  concluded  wo  would  spend  a 
few  days  in  “Ould  Ireland.”  Morrow  and  Kasson  believed 
they  were  of  Irish  descent,  though  remotely  so  as  their  ances¬ 
tors  “fought  in  the  devolution.”  Wo  remained  in  and  about 
Cork  for  two  or  three  days.  We  visited  and  kissed  tlio  Blar¬ 
ney  Stone,  saw  the  Lakes  of  Killaniey,  and  drove  or  walked 
about  the  interesting  environs  of  Cork  and  Queenstown.  Wo 
sought  no  acquaintance  witli  anyone. 

Wo  wore  all  about  the  age  of  forty,  physically  sound,  and 
both  Morrow  and  Kasson  had  the  military  air  and  step  of  sol¬ 
diers.  We  soon  became  conscious  that  wo  woro  under  surveil¬ 
lance.  Ono  day  an  oflicer  called  at  our  lodgings  and  frankly 
told  us  that  thorn  was  so  much  excitement  about  Eenian 
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disturbances  in  England,  ami  such  political  ferment  in  Ireland, 
tlitvt  an  exainiiiation  of  the  baggage  of  passorigors  was  required 
and  he  wished  to  examine  ours.  I  fold  him  who  we  were,  and 
introduced  him  to  Morrow  and  Kasson,  and  offered  my  trunk  for 
inspection.  They  did  the  same,  Kasson  producing  also  a  small 
pistol  from  his  valise.  Tho  oilieer  lr.ul  heard  of  that  pistol. 
Kasson  had  fired  it  at  birds  hovering  about  the  vessel.  This 
had  been  reported  to  Hie  poliee.  The  officer  took  the  pistol 
and  it  was  returned  to  Kasson  some  days  after  at  Dublin. 
Morrow  ridiculed  the  pistol  and  told  the  officer  that  Kasson 
could  not  hit  or  hurt  him  at  Ion  puces  away,  but  the  officer 
was  only  half  satisfied.  We  soon  alter  wont  to  Dublin,  but  we 
felt  that  we  were  under  suspicion.  All  Americans  were  then 
suspected  of  sympathizing  with  tho  Irish.  Wo  told  onr  consul 
at  Dublin  of  our  adventures  at  Cork,  and  he  said  we  wore 
lucky  in  not  being  arrested.  We,  went  to  a  steeple  ebase  a 
fow  miles  from  Dublin,  where  gentlemen  rode  their  own  horses 
over  a  long  and  difficult  route,  leaping  barriers  and  crossing 
streams.  We  enjoyed  the  scene  very  much  and  mingled  freely 
in  the  great  crowd,  but  always  fooling  that,  we  were  watched. 
The  next  day  we  started  to  cross  the  channel  to  Holyhead. 

We  took  the  steamer  at  Dublin  Bay  and  found  aboard  n 
large  company  of  well-dressed  passengers,  snch  as  we  would 
find  on  a  summer  excursion  from  New  York.  Morrow,  who 
was  a  handsome  man  of  ploasing  manners  and  address,  said  lie 
could  pick  out  Americans  from  the  crowd.  I  doubted  it.  I-le 
said  :  “There  is  an  American,"  pointing  out  a  large,  well-built, 
man,  who  seemed  to  lie  known  by  the  passengers  around  him. 
I  said  he  was  an  Englishman.  Morrow  stepped  up  to  him  and 
politely  said  that,  be  bad  a  wager  with  a  friend  that  ho  was  an 
American.  “Not  by  ad  -d  sight,”  replied  the  Englishman. 
Morrow  apologized  for  the  intrusion,  hot,  the  gentleman 
changed  his  tone  and  said  that  his  abrupt  answer  was  caused 
by  a  latter  lie  had  lately  received  from  a  nephew  of  his  whom 
he  had  sont  to  America  to  make  his  fortune.  His  nephew  had 
written  him  that  now  that  the  rebels  were  put  down,  the  next, 
thing  to  do  would  bo  to  put  down  “  old  England.”  Morrow 
said  there  was  too  much  of  that  kind  of  gasconade  in  America, 
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iliuI  llmt  after  on r  desperate  st  nipple  at.  limin'  we  would  not, 
bn  likely  in  enpapo  in  mm  with  Knplnnd. 

Wo  arrived  safely  in  London.  In  my  lir.sl  visii  in  I  sr»*»p  u  H  It 
my  wife,  wo  were  sipld -seers.  Now  1  souplil  In  linm  iiripniinb 
alien  will*  mi’ii  wIui.no  names  were  household  words  in  all  purls 
of  Min  Mailed  Slstlos.  My  l ho  etmrlesy  of  on r  consul  peuernl 
ill  Liverpool,  Thomas  II.  Mudley,  I  inei  .Inlm  Mriphl,  I  > i> i : m •  1  i , 
ami  many  ollmrs  less  e<ins|deuniis  in  public  life.  I  hu\  c  already 
nil'll ( inned  my  hrea  Kfnsl  will*  H  ludslmm  during  I  hi*.  \  i**i I .  M  r. 
Mudley,  Mien  in  Loudon.  in\iletl  Mr.  Mriphl  In  a  dinner  us  hi* 
principal  pncsl.  Of  nil  Mh(  mint  I  mri  in  London,  Mr.  Mriphl 
impressed  me  mod  i'a\ nraldy.  Knudy  formed  ph\‘ifall\,  he 
was  a  Isn  nieni  ally  si  mnp.  Mew  as  frank  and  lire  in  hi-.  I  a  Ik  and 
had  i  n  me  of  (he  hesilal  inn  nr  roers  e  riiiniiiini  w  it  h  Kind  eh  men. 
Mo  was  familiar  wilh  mir  war  and  had  imlimidils  in  Hie  e\ 
(iressinn  td  his  sympathy  for  the  I'uinn  eause.  If  \\r  o\or  meet 
a.  mniinmeiil  In  an  I'mpliMlimmi,  it  should  he  In  .inlm  llriphl.  I 
heard  I Hsraeli  spt'iik  in  Ihe  House  nf  Mmninmis  and  wn-mnlm 
dneed  in  him  ill  a  reeepl inn  at  Lord  Stanleys.  In  the  ten  days 
s|n'iil.  in  l.nndnn  I  saw  as  mneh  of  social  lift*  as  could  la* 
crowded  into  1  hut  lime,  Mharles  I'Vaneis  Adams  was  Mien 
Mniled  Stales  ininisler  al  London,  and  I  am  indehled  to  him 
for  many  acts  of  kindness.  When  we  were  Members  of  Min 
I  louse  of  Represent  ill  i\  es  Inpolher  la*  Inn  I  Ihe  repnl  a  I  inn  of  he 
inp  cold  and  reserved  and  he  was  uol  popular  with  his  fellow 
Members,  hid  in  London  la*  was  dirdiupuishrd  for  his  ho. pi 
Inlily  In  A  nierieiiiiN.  lie  eerl  a  inly  was  \  er\  kind  In  me,  outer 
f  uininp;  me  a  I  dinner  and  I  akiup  pains  I  o  iul  rod  urn  me  In  many 
}>('(*rs  and  memhers  whoso  names  were  familiar  In  me.  W  htie 
reeopliuiis  art*  very  rmummi  in  Lmalnn  during  I  lie  sr-don,  I  la* 
Knplishimni  |>reft>rs  dinners  us  a  inode  of  enterluinmeiil.  Il  is 
Mum  he  really  enjoy*  himself  mid  pi\es  pleasure  In  hi .  purd->. 
Tim  sessituis  tif  parliament .  Iin\ve\er,  inloifen*  pusilh  wiih 
dinners.  The  preul  tlehales  ueenr  during  dininp  In  hi  i  ..  -n  Mini, 
as  Mr.  Adams  informed  me.  it  was  dillieidl  In  unuupe  a  dinner 

that.  wtmhl  iml  lie  broken  up  somewhat  h\  an  . . .  de 

hale,  nr  a  division  in  Mm  I  louse  of  I'mommis.  The  pure*  In  in* 
of  rank  had  In  he  earofiilly  nhsmed.  The  im^nriui  hal.it  of 
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not  introducing  guests  to  each  other  tended  to  restrain  conver¬ 
sation  and  to  make  the  dinner  dull  and  heavy.  Still  the  forms 
and  usages  in  social  life  in  London  are  much  like  thoso  in 
Washington.  But  hero  the  ordinary  sessions  of  each  House  of 
Congress  terminate  before  six  o’clock,  leaving  the  evening 
hours  for  recreation. 

The  presidential  mansion  is  the  natural  resort  of  all  who 
visit  Washington.  Tho  doors  aro  always  open  to  visitor's  at 
stated  hours, and  the  President  is  easy  of  access  to  all  who  call 
at  such  hours.  Formerly  presidential  receptions  were  open  to 
all  comers,  and  the  result  was  a  motley  crowd,  who  formed  in 
liue  and  shook  hands  with  the  President,  bowed  to  the  attend¬ 
ing  ladies,  passed  into  tho  great  east  room  and  gradually  dis¬ 
persed.  In  late  years  these  receptions  have  become  less  fre¬ 
quent,  aird  in  their  place  we  have  had  diplomatic,  military  and 
navy,  and  congressional  receptions,  for  which  invitations  are 
issuod.  During  the  usual  period  before  Lent,  card  receptions 
are  given  by  the  cabinet,  by  many  Senators  and  Members,  and 
by  citizens,  for  which  invitations  are  issued.  I  know  of  no 
place  where  tho  entrance  into  society  is  so  open  and  free  as  in 
Washington. 

Prom  London  1  went,  by  way  of  Dieppe  and  Houcn,  to  Paris, 
where  my  first  call  was  on  General  Dix  and  his  family.  Next 
1  visited  the  exposition,  and  wandered  through  and  about,  and 
around  it.  I  have  attended  many  exhibitions,  but  never  one 
before  or  sinco  that,  combined  such  magnitude  and  complete¬ 
ness  in  size,  form  and  location,  and  such  simplicity  in  arrange¬ 
ment  and  details,  as  tho  Paris  Exposition  of  1867.  I  spent  ten 
days  in  this  inspection,  and  in  walking  and  driving  around  Paris 
and  its  environs.  Through  tho  kindness  of  General  Dix,  then 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary,  I  received 
invitations  to  the  many  meetings  and  receptions  given  by 
Mayor  Haussman  and  other  officers  of  the  French  government 
to  visiters  from  abroad  connected  with  the  exposition.  I  ac¬ 
cepted  some  of  them,  but  purposely  postponed  this  social  part 
of  my  visit  until  I  returned  from  Berlin. 

From  Paris  I  went  to  Antwerp  via  Brussels.  At  this  latter 
place  I  met  Doctor  John  Wilson,  then  United  States  consul  at 
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Antwerp.  lie  wiis  uii  < >li]  frieml  id  Wm-dimy'lnn,  where  lie 
nerved  dnriny;  Ihe  y'realer  purl  of  I  he  wur  ns  mi  iirmy  snrycemi. 
lie  whs  ii  men  u!  remiirkidile  inlelliy'enee,  fiuiii lin r  willi  nenrly 
every  ]mrl.  nf  Kni'iipe,  n ml  esperhilly  willi  I'Viinre.  Ilelydnni  end 
I’rnssin.  lie  rend i ly  ueipiieseed  in  my  invilnl inn  In  mvnmpniiy 
me  In  llerlin.  (hi  Ihe  inviliilinn  id  Henry  S.  Smilmil,  mir  miii- 
isler  In  llrnssels,  I  relnrned  In  Hull  I'ily.imd  end  el  dinner  Ihe 
|i)'inei|iiil  nllircrs  nf  I lel^inin.  sneli  ns  we  ilesiypnde  enliinel  inin- 
isiers,  I  ilrnve  wil  h  Mr.  Sitnfnril  In  Will  erlnn  end  nf  her  In  luniis 
hislnrie  plnri-.  in  mid  n  I  n  in  I  llinl  heniil  iful  rily. 

Il’rnin  llrnssels  we  wenl  In  I  lie  llupne,  w  here  lleneiiil  llnph 
I'lwinp'.  II  hrnl  her  ill  hi  w  nil  ielielil  I  Shi’  I'll  111  1 1 .  \\  II  .  r  nil  I'll  SI  II I  I'M 
ininisler.  Al'lern  lirief  slny  in  I  Inlln  ml.  I  lenri  n  I  Kwine,  line 
Inr  Wilsnli  llinl  inyselr  wenl  In  llerlin.  I’neiii  wim  llien  n 
kinpdnni  nf  risinp  pnwer,  mid  llerlin  whs  n  pinwiiip  eily.  Iml 
■  nil  ill  nil  (he  llerlin  id  In  dny.  Ilislnnreh  nils  reenpni/ed  ins  a 
yen'll l-  slnleHinmi  mid,  idllnniydi  fur  less  prnininen!  limn  he 
nflerwm'ds  heenlne,  he  wiis  Ihe  nne  nnin  in  lleriininy  wlnnn  I 
desired  In  see  nr  liiinw.  Mr.  Jnseph  A.  Wriydd,  Inle  I'niled 
Slides  ininisler  ill  llerlin,  I  mil  reeeiil  ly  died,  mid  his  .-.iin,  dnl  m 
(I.  W riy'hl ,  wlm  wns  in  elnirpe  nl  Ihe  leypdinii,  imd  nn  dillienll.v 
ill  seenrinp  me  nn  mnlienee  willi  lllsnnireli,  ai'i  innpnny  iny;  me 
In  Ihe  nllieiiil  residenee,  where  I  win  ini rndneed  In  linn.  His- 
innreli  spnlie  Knyjlish  willi  n  llernmn  neeenl,  led  win  en-dly 
nndersliiiid.  When  I  spuin'  id  rerelil  iwenls  in  Knrnpe  lie 

W'nnlil  I  Ill'll  III . .  In  Ihe  I'niled  Slide  ..  ie  Killy?  me 

nmny  ipieslinns  iihnnl  Ihe  wnr  n ml  Ihe  prineipnl  penenils  in 
Ihe  iippusiny;  nrinies.  I  le  w  in  in  I  hnrnnph  sympathy  willi  Ihe 
Hli'mii  i'll  use,  mid  einphid  ii'idly  nn  ill  1  hid  eiery  nnin  in  I’rns-.iii, 
frnni  Ihe  kiny?  In  his  hninhlesl  snhjei'l.  win  nn  Ihnsidenr  Ihe 
Hninn,  mill  nppnsed  In  Ihe  Ih'liellinli.  Wind  u  pily.  he  sniil,  il 

wim  Id  Imvn  I . .  if  su  pi-eiil  n  eiinnl  r.V  in  Ihe  I'niled  Slide  ,  Innl 

linen  disrnpled  nn  iirrininl  id  slnier.v.  I  . . I  my  vieil 

In  Ihe  inlermdi . I  fnirid  I 'mis  mid  my  Inlenlmn  Inrelnni. 

mid  he  snid  he  w  mild  he  I  here. 

This  inlen  lew ,  wliii'h  linlril,  perlmps,  fnrly  nnnnle  ,,  win  in 
infnrnnil  mid  frmili  in  Ihe  mind  emu eisd inn  nl  liiend'..  His 
nmi'i'li  win  llien  in  full  lienllh  mid  si  renyd h,  id . I  lifly  years 


•I  IIU 


KKUH.I.Ki'TIONS 


iilil.  linin'  Ilian  six  fuel  hit'll,  nml  n  lim*  spuuiiunu  nf  vipurnus 
limiilmnil  iii  ils  i .I'i i M I >. 

I  round  lliu  .suin'  funlin)'  for  llir  Ihiilnd  Slalns  nxpmssud  hy 
a  |  i[>|iii  In  r  nii'i'l  inp  in  I  In’  yen’ll  I  <•  s  |utsi(  inn  hull  in  Hurlin.  Our 
lillln  ] lit i-l y  was  nsunrlud  In  Hun  |i|ii('i'  ini  Sunday  nil I'rniiiiu  hy 
Mr.  Krnisninnn,  our  rnnsul  ill  llni'lin.  An  «t  unlornd  I  In*  Ini  II. 
Mr.  Ki'i'iNiniinn  ml viim-i’il  In  lim  nivlii’xl rn,  umupusud  of  snvnrul 
in  i  I  i  1 11  ry  I  min  Is,  and  said  suiunlhiui' In  lliu  limilnr.  When  wo  lunk 
nil  l'  nimi  I  h  n.l  i  mu  uf  I  lie  nuinnrniiN  I  a  bins  In*  lull  I  inn  I  n  |m  y  ill  Inii- 
l ion  nflur  fho  Ilrsl  iluin  nf  IIiunuuhinI  part  of  I  lie  prupriiiuinn 
liufnrn  nm,  nml  I  wuukl  linin'  Nuniolhiup  I  bat  wnnlil  |ilunsn  mu. 
A|.  lliu  I iuin  sluluil,  a  ynnni'  mini  advunuod  In  lliu  fi'niil.  uf  lim 
Nlngo,  with  n.  violin  in  his  lmiul,  anil  |ilnyuil  uxi|nisiluly  I  ho  air 
“  Ymilcir  Ikmillr  Is  l/ir  Titur,"  and  snnu  all  nr  I  lin  mil  iru  ham  I  joined 
in,  llllinj;  lim  pruuf  hull  with  Ainui'iunii  innsiu.  Thu  inlolligonl. 
Ili'i'iiuin  audiuni'u,  lull II)'  uf  whom  know  Ihn  iniliuiiiil  nil's  uf  nil 
enunl  I'ins,  ruiili/uil  at uuun  Ihnl  I  his  nddil  iuii  lu  Ihn  ]  in  tyyi'ii  n  1  mil 
wits  a  null] {d i iiiui 1 1  lu  A uinriun ns.  They  sunn  luunluduni'  lillln 
party  and  limn  rusn,  nml  fully  Iwu  Ihonsniid  pnrsuns.  niun,  woni- 
uii  and  uhildi'nn,  wavnil  llinir  h n i n I h < ' re h inl'.u  nml  shunlnd  fur 
Anuu'h'a. 

Tim  fnnlinp;  in  favnr  uf  Ihn  1 1  nil  ml  SI  a  I  ns  was  I  linn  si  ruup  in 
all  parts  uf  Knrupn,  nxuupl  in  I'Vimur  and  Kntihmd.  Iiilhnsn 
rnuiil.rins  it  was  somewhat  divhlnd  in  I'Ynnun  hy  I  lin  failurn  uf 
Maximilian,  and  in  Kuplund  hy  Ihn  rivnlry  uf  Irndu,  nml  sym¬ 
pathy  wilh  Ihn  south.  I Inunrally,  ill  I'ufurrinp  in  Knrupn  lu  Ihn 
punplu  nf  Ihn  Kuilnd  Slalns,  Ihn  punpln  spunk  uf  us  as  A nmri- 
eaus,  wliiln  I  huso  nf  ulhur  purls  uf  Auiuriua  urn  ('iinudiuiis, 
Mn.xiua.iiH,  uln. 

Aflnr  a  pluasuit  wnuli  in  llnrliu  1  wont  hywayuf  l''rankrurl, 
Wioshndnn  and  l.'olnpne  In  I’aris.  Thu  uxpnsilinn  was  limn  in 
full  operation.  If  may  hn  I  hat  pruulor  nuniliurs  ill  Inndud  Ihn 
veuonl.  nxpnsilinn  at  ( Miirap'd,  hul,  prnaf  us  was  its  siutuss,  I 
think,  fur  syimimfry,  fur  plans  nf  hnihlinj's,  and  nrrniipnmoid.  uf 
uxhihils,  the  fair  at  I’aris  wiin  linllur  Iluin  I  hill  ill  rhiuupn.  Thu 
h'roiK'.h  punplu  am  well  udaplud  fur  snuli  uxhihils.  Thu  idly  nf 
1’a.ris  is  ilsolf  a  «oml  show.  Ils  punplu  almost  live  mil  uf  doors 
six  months  of  flm  yuar.  Tlmy  urn  ij uii-U ,  nmmirial,  laslofnl 
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and  economical.  A  J('renclmian  will  live  well  on  ono-luilf  of 
what  is  consumed  or  wasted  by  an  American.  I  do  not,  propose 
to  describe  the  wonderful  collection  of  the  productions  of  na¬ 
ture  or  the  works  of  men,  but  l  wish  to  convoy  some  idea  of 
life  in  Palis  during  the  thirty  days  I  spent  in  it. 

Louis  Napoleon  Bonaparte  was  then  IOmperorof  the  French, 
and  Haussman  was  mayor  of  the  city  of  Paris,  (leneral  Div, 
as  beforo stated,  was  United  Stales  minister  plenipotentiary  and 
envoy  extraordinary  at  the  court,  of  Prance.  Upon  my  ar¬ 
rival,  I  hired  what  in  Paris  is  called  an  apartment.,  but  which 
includes  several  rooms,  comprising  together  a  comfortable  resi¬ 
dence.  Many  similar  apartments  may  lie  in  the  same  building, 
but  with  them  yon  need  have  no  communication,  ami  you  are 
detached  from  them  as  fully  ns  if  each  apartment  was  a  sepa¬ 
rate  house.  The  concierge,  generally  a  woman,  fakes  charge  of 
your  room,  orders  your  breakfast  if  yon  require  one,  and  keeps 
the  key  of  your  apart mont  when  you  are  absent.  It  is  a  charm¬ 
ing  mode  of  living.  You  can  dino  or  lunch  when  you  will,  and 
are  muster  of  your  time  and  your  apartment.  J  employed  a 
neat,  light  carriage  and  one  horse,  with  a  driver  who  knew  a 
smattering  of  several  languages,  and  found  him  trusty  and 
faithful — all  this  at  a  cost  that  would  disgust,  tlio  ordinary 
hotel  proprietor  in  the  United  States,  and  especially  the  buck 
driver  of  any  of  our  cities.  This,  in  Paris,  was  tho  usual  outfit 
of  a  gentleman. 

General  Dix  advised  me  on  whom  and  when  and  how  1 
should  make  my  ealls.  Hy  card  in  the  usual  form  announced 
that,  I  was  “Senatcur  des  Flats  Unis  d’Amerique.”  A  Parisia.ii 
could  not  pronounce  my  name.  Tho  best  he  could  do  was  lo 
call  me  “Alonsicnr  le  Sonateur.”  With  a  few  words  of  French 
1  acquired,  and  the  imperfect  knowledge  of  Uuglisli  possessed 
by  most  French  people,  1  had  no  difficulty  in  making  my  way 
in  any  company.  T  receivod  many  invitations  I  could  not  ac¬ 
cept.  1  attended  a  rocoption  at  the  Palais  Ifoyal,  the  residence 
of  the  mayor,  dressed  in  the  ordinary  gurb  for  evening  parties, 
a  dress  coat  and  trousers  extending  to  the  knees,  and  below 
black  silk  stockings  and  pumps.  I  felt  very  uncomfortable  in 
tliis  dress  when  f  entered  the  reception  room,  but,  as  1  found 
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every  gentleman  in  the  same  dress,  soon  became  reconciled  to 
it.  Subsequently  I  attended  a  reception  at  the  Tuileries,  at 
which  1  was  presented  by  General  Dix  to  the  emperor  and 
empress. 

One  feutnro  of  this  presentation  I  shall  always  remember. 
The  general  company  had  been  .gathered  in  tho  great  hall. 
The  diplomatic  representatives  of  many  countries  were  formed 
in  line  according  to  their  rank,  attended  by  the  persons  to  be 
presented.  Soon  a  door  was  opened  from  an  adjoining  room 
aud  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  escorting,  T  think,  the  Empress 
of  Russia,  passed  along  the  line  and  saluted  the  ambassadors 
and  ministers  in  thoir  order,  and  the  ladies  and  gentlemen 
to  be  presented  wore  introduced  by  name  to  the  emperor. 
General  Dix  presented  Fernando  Wood,  of  New  York,  and 
myself.  Following  the  French  emperor  came  the  Emperor  of 
Russia  escorting  the  Empress  Eugenie  of  France,  and  the  same 
mention  of  onr  names  was  made  t.o  her.  Following  them 
came  kings,  tho  Prince  of  Wales  and  others  of  like  rank, 
each  accompanied  by  distinguished  peers  of  bis  country.  Third 
or  fourth  in  this  order  came  the  King  of  Prussia,  Prince  Bis¬ 
marck,  and  General  Von  Moltke.  When  Bismarck  passed  he 
shook  hands  with  Dix  and  recognized  me  with  a.  bow  and  a 
few  words.  If  tho  leaders  in  this  pageant  could  liavo  foreseen 
what  liapponed  three  yoars  later — that  King  William  would 
bo  an  emporor,  that  Bonaparte  would  bo  his  prisoner  and. 
Eugenie  a  refugee  from  republican  France  —  the  order  of  this 
inarch  would  have  been  reversed. 

Soon  after  this  reception,  I  was  invited  by  the  emperor  to 
attend,  with  General  Dix  and  his  daughter,  a  dinner  at  tho 
Tnilcries.  Such  an  invitation  is  held  to  be  in  the  nature  of  a 
command.  I  accompanied  them,  and  was  agreeably  surprised 
to  find  that  the  dinner  was  quite  informal,  though  more  than 
forty  sat  at  tho  table.  When  1  entered  the  room  one  of  the 
ladies  in  waiting  camo  to  me  and  introduced  me  to  a  lady 
whom  I  was  to  escort  to  the  table.  Presently  she  returned  and 
said:  “Oh,  I  understand  monsieur  docs  not  speak  French,  and 
marquise  does  not  spcalc  English.  Will  monsionr  allow  mo  to 
be  a  substitute  ?  ”  I  agreed  with  groat  pleasure.  Both  the 
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guests  am]  tlie  hosts  wore  promptly  on  time.  I  was  introduced 
to  the  emperor  and  empress.  She  was  very  gracious  to  her 
guests,  passing  from  one  to  another  with  a  kindly  word  to  all. 
1  noticed  lior  greeting  to  Miss  Dix  was  very  cordial.  The 
emperor  engaged  in  a  conversation  with  me  that  continued 
until  the  dinner  was  announced, —  fully  ten  minutes,  lie 
asked  many  questions  about  the  war,  and  especially  about, 
licneral  Sherman.  1  answered  his  questions  as  I  would  to  any 
gentleman,  lmt  felt  uneasy  lost  1  was  occupying  time  that  ho 
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should  bestow  on  otbors.  Goncral  Dix  was  by  my  side,  and 
oncouragod  the  conversation.  When  the  dinner  was  an¬ 
nounced  each  guest  knew  his  place  from  the  card  furnished 
him,  and  tho  party  was  seated  without  confusion. 

I  need  not  say  that  tho  young  lady  T  escorted  was  a  charm¬ 
ing  woman.  1  did  not  learn  whether  she  was  married  or  not, 
but  have  always  regarded  lie)'  action  in  rolioving  mo  from  a 
silent  dinner  as  tho  highest  mark  of  politeness.  She  was 
bright  and  attractive,  and  I  certainly  did  and  said  all  I  could 


to  amuse  her,  so  what  I  expcclcd  In  In1  n  dull  dinner  fumed 
out  to  lio  a  very  joylnl  one. 

It  is  impossible  lor  mi  American  In  visit  l'nris  willuml, 
enjoyment  (ind  instrucl ion.  Tim  |ioo|ilo  of  l'nris  »ni  always 
polite,  especially  to  Americans.  Tim  debt  of  gratitude  for  the 
nssjstaiar  of  l'niucc  in  our  War  of  llm  llovolution  is  in'vov 
forgotten  l>y  a  Iran  A merman,  micl  I'Yeneliuion  am  always 
proud  of  tlmir  sluiro  in  eslnblisliing  llm  independence  of  Aumr- 
ir.a.  Tim  Iwo  lloniipiirli's  alouo  did  nnl  shave  iulliis  fueling. 
Tim  Americans  are  lilieral  visilorsiu  l’nris.  They  spend  their 
money  freely,  join  heartily  in  festivities,  and  synipal  liiz.o  in  (lie 
snceess  and  prosperity  of  llm  I'Yone.li  republic,  If  I  Was  not 
an  American  1  eerlaiuly  would  lie  a  Hrciiclimun.  I  have  vis¬ 
it,  ed  l’nris  three  times,  veiuaining  in  it  mure  than  a  month 
at  ohc.Ii  visit,  mid  always  have  been  received  Willi  civility 
and  kindness.  Though  it  isngrnat  nianufael  uring  cily,  chielly 
in  articles  of  luxury  requiring  the  highest  still,  yet  if  is  also 
a  most,  heaiiliful  cily  in  ils  local  ion,  ils  buildings,  public  mill 
private,  its  niusennis  mid  operu  houses,  ils  parts  and  squares, 
its  wide  sfreels  mid  avenues,  mid  especially  I  he  inlelligenco  of 
ils  people.  Science  and  ml  have  here  reiiehed  llinir  highest 
dnveliipiimnl.  We  may  copy  all  I Imse,  lull  il  will  require  a 
century  In  develop  likn  progress  in  Aiuerien. 

I  returned  In  Kiigluud  lur  a  few  days  and  then  Ionic  Id  10 
steamer  “(lily  of  l’nris"  lur  New  Yurt,  whom  I  arrived  cm  the 
Ultii  uf  duly.  1  (not  llm  on  vs  fur  Washington  and  arrived  toil 
days  after  the  session  had  niiniuenced. 

Wliiki  I  was  in  l’nris  a  special  internal iiaial  ciaaiiiissiiiii, 
composed  uf  delogales  fruin  scveulcnn  mil  inns,  was  silling  to 
consider,  and,  if  possible,  agree  on  a  eunnium  unitor  money  for 
tho  nso  of  the  civilized  world.  Mr.  Samuel  It  Haggles,  a 
gentleman  of  the  highest  standing  and  character,  was  l, he 
representative  of  the  Hailed  Slides  on  Ibis  eiunuiissioii.  It 
should  lie  reuiom hared  Unit  at  this  limo  the  ulily  ciiminc.y  in 
circulation  in  the  linilod  Slides  was  llm  legal  lender  miles  uf 
the  United  Stales  mid  the  miles  id  iiiilinmil  limits.  Neillier 
gold  nor  silyove.oin  was  in  circulation,  linlli  lining  at  a  premium 
in  currency.  At  this  tinm  silver  bullion  was  lit  a.  premium 


over  gold  bullion,  tlio  logal  ratio  being  sixteen  to  one.  In  other 
words,  sixtoeu  ounces  of  silver  were  worth,  in  the  open  market, 
three  to  five  cents  more  than  one  ounco  of  gold.  All  parties  in 
the,  'United  States  were  tlion  looking  forward  to  the  time  when 
United  States  notes  would  advance  in  value  to  par  with  gold, 
the  cheaper  metal. 

The  question  before  the  commission  was  how  to  secure  a 
common  coin  that  would  be  the  measuro  of  value  betwocn  all 
nations,  and  thus  avoid  the  loss  by  oxchango  of  the  coins  of 
one  nation  for  those  of  another.  Mr.  Knggles  knew  that  1  had 
studied  this  question,  and  therefore  wrot.o  this  letter: 

Pa i! IS,  liny  17,  18(17. 

Mv  Dn.vtiSiit :  -You  uro,  of  course,  aware  <lmt  there  is  u  special  commit¬ 
tee  now  in  session,  organized  by  tlm  Imperial  Commission  of  Franco,  in  con¬ 
nection  with  <lio  ‘  Paris  Exposition.’  composed  of  dolomites  fmm  many  of  (ho 
nations  therein  represented.  Its  object,  among  others,  is  to  agree,  if  possi- 
bio,  on  a  common  unit  of  money,  for  tlio  use  of  tlio  civili/.ud  world. 

J  perceive  (hat  <lio  opinions  of  llm  committee  are  running  strongly  in 
favor  of  adopting,  as  tlio  unit,  tlio  existing  French  live-fnme  pieoo  of  gold. 

May  1  ask  wliat,  in  your  opinion,  is  iho  probability  that  tlio  Congress 
of  tho  United  Stales,  at  an  oarly  period,  would  agree  to  reduce  <ho  weight 
and  value  of  our  gold  dollar,  to  correspond  with  (ho  present  weight  ftnd 
value  of  the  gold  iivo-frftiie  pioeo  of  Franco  ;  and  how  far  back  such  a  change 
would  commend  itself  <o  your  own  judgment  ? 

I  would  also  nslc  tlio  privilege  of  submitting  your  answer  to  the  consid¬ 
eration  of  tho  committee. 

With  high  respect,  faithfully  your  friend, 

S.UTUKI.  B.  Hiuioi.us, 

U.  S.  Commissioner  to  (he  Paris  Exposition  and 
Member  of  tho  Committee. 

Hon-.  John  Siikksun, 

Chairman  of  the  Fiimneo  Committee  of  the  Semite  of  the  United 
States,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.,  now  in  Paris. 

To  this  lettci*  I  made  tho  following  reply  : 

IJoTin.  Jahi.in  ih;s  Ti-juumkh,  May  IS,  IM7. 

Mv  T)mah  Sin: — Your  nolo  of  yesterday,  inquiring  whether  Congress 
would  probably,  in  hituro  coinage,  make  our  gold  dollar  conform  in  value  lo 
the  {gold  five-franc  piece,  has  been  received. 

Tliore  has  been  so  little  discussion  in  Congress  upon  iho  subject  that  7 
oannot  bnso  my  opinion  upon  anything  said  or  done  (here. 

Tlie  subject  has,  however,  excited  the  attention  of  several  important 
oommoroia!  bodies  in  tho  United  States,  and  tlio  time  is  now  so  favorable 
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that  I  foel  quite  sure  that  Congress  will  adopt  any  practical  measure  that  will 
secure  lo  the  commercial  world  a  uniform  standard  of  value  and  exchange. 

Tho  only  question  will  bo,  how  cun  this  ho  accomplished? 

Tho  treaty  of  December  23,  18(15,  between  France,  Italy,  Belgium,  and 
Switzerland,  and  the  probablo  acquiescence  in  that  treatv  by  Prussia,  has  laid 
the  foundation  for  such  a  standard.  If  Groat  Britain  will  reduoo  the  value 
of  her  sovereign  two  ponce,  and  the  United  States  will  reduce  tho  value  of 
her  dollar  something  over  three  cents,  we  then  have  a  coinage  in  tho  franc, 
dollar  and  sovereign  easily  computed,  and  which  will  readily  pass  in  all 
countries  ;  tho  dollar  ns  live  francs  and  the  sovereign  as  25  francs. 

'Phis  will  put  an  end  to  tho  loss  and  intricaeios  of  exchange  and  discount. 

Uur  gold  dollar  is  certainly  os  good  a  unit  of  valuo  as  the  franc ;  and 
so  tho  English  think  of  their  pound  sterling.  These  coins  aro  now  exchange¬ 
able  only  at  a  considerable  loss,  and  this  exchange  is  a  profit  only  lo  brokers 
and  bankers.  Surely  oaeh  commercial  nation  should  bo  willing  to  yield  a 
liltlo  to  seeuro  a  gold  coin  of  equal  valuo,  woight,  and  diaiuoter,  from  what¬ 
ever  mint  it  uuiy  have  boon  issued. 

As  the  gold  five-franc  piece  is  now  in  use  by  over  00,000,000  of  people 
of  sovovul  different  nationalities,  and  is  of  convenient  form  ami  sixo,  it  may 
well  bo  adopted  by  other  nations  as  the  common  standard  of  valuo,  leaving 
to  each  nation  to  regulate  the  divisions  of  this  unit  in  silver  coin  or  tokens. 

If  this  is  done  Franco  will  surely  abandon  the  impossible  effort  of 
making  two  standards  of  value.  Gold  coins  will  answer  all  die  purposo  of 
European  commerce.  A  common  gold  standard  will  regulate  silver  coinage, 
of  which  llm  United  States  will  furnish  tho  greater  part,  especially  for  the 
Chineso  trade. 

I  ltuvu  thought  a  good  deni  of  how  (he  object  you  propose  may  ho 
most  readily  accomplished.  It  is  clear  tliut  (he  United  States  cannot  become 
a  parly  to  tho  troaty  referred  to.  'They  could  not  agree  upon  the  silver 
standard  ;  nor  could  wo  limit  tho  amount  of  our  coinage,  as  proposed  by  (lie 
treaty.  Tho  United  States  is  so  largo  in  extent,  is  so  sparsely  populated, 
and  the  price  of  labor  is  so  inuoli  higher  than  in  Europe,  (hat  wo  require 
moro  uurrouoy  por  capita.  \Yo  now  produce  tho  largor  part  of  (lie  gold  and 
silvor  of  tho  world,  and  cannot  limit  our  coinage  oxcopt  by  tho  wants  of  our 
people  and  the  demands  of  commerce. 

Congress  nlono  oan  change  (ho  valuo  of  our  coin.  I  see  no  object  in 
negotiating  with  oihor  powers  on  (ho  subject.  As  coin  is  not  now  in  gonoral 
circulation  willi  us,  we  con  readily  fix  by  law  tho  size,  woight,  and  measure 
of  future  issues.  It  is  not  worth  while  to  negotiate  about  that  which  we  can 
do  without  negotiation,  and  wo  do  not  wisli  to  limit  ourselves  by  troaty 
restrictions. 

In  England  many  porsons  of  influence  and  different  chambers  of  com¬ 
merce  nro  earnestly  in  favor  of  (he  proposed  change  in  thoir  coinage.  The 
change  is  so  slight  with  thorn  that  an  enlightened  self-interest  will  soon 
induce  thorn  to  make  it,  especially  if  wo  muko  the  greater  eliango  in  our 
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coinage.  We  havo  some  difficulty  in  adjusting  existing  contracts  witli  tlio 
new  dollar  ;  but  as  contracts  are  now  based  upon  the  fluctuating  valuo  of 
papor  money,  even  the  reduced  dollar  in  coin  will  bo  of  more  purchasable 
value  than  our  currency. 

Wo  can  easily  adjust  the  reduction  with  Iho  public  creditors  in  tho 
payment  or  conversion  of  their  securities,  while  private  creditors  might  bo 
authorized  to  recover  upon  tho  old  standard.  All  those  are  matters  of  detail 
to  whioh  I  hopo  tho  commission  will  direct  their  attention. 

And  now,  my  dear  sir,  allow  mo  to  say  in  conclusion  that  I  heartily 
sympathize)  with  you  and  others  in  your  efforts  to  secure  tho  adoption  of  tho 
metrical  system  of  woights  and  measures. 

Tho  tendency  of  <ho  age  is  to  break  down  all  needless  restrictions  upon 
social  and  commercial  intercourse.  Nations  are  now  us  much  akin  <o  each 
other  as  provinces  were  of  old.  Prejudices  disappear  by  contact.  People 
of  different  nations  learn  to  respect  each  other  as  they  find  that  thoir  differ¬ 
ences  are  the  offoct  of  social  and  local  custom,  not  founded  upon  good  rea¬ 
sons.  I  trust  that  tho  industrial  commission  will  enable  the  world  to  coinputo 
tho  value  of  all  productions  by  the  samo  standard,  to  measure  by  tlm  sumo 
yard  or  motor,  and  woigh  by  the  same  scales. 

Such  a  result  would  bo  of  groator  value  than  tho  usual  employments 
of  diplomatists  and  statesmen.  I  am  very  truly  yours, 

John  Sni:mrAN. 

As  tho  result  of  its  investigation  the  commission  agreed, 
with  entire  unanimity,  that  tho  gold  five-franc  pieco  should  be 
adopted  as  the  unit  of  value,  and  that  the  coins  of  all  nations 
represented  should  be  based  upon  that  unit  or  multiples 
thereof.  This  would  require  a  slight  change  in  the  quantity 
of  gold  in  tho  dollar  of  the  United  States,  amounting  to  a  re¬ 
duction  of  about,  three  cents,  a  reduction  in  tho  pound  ster¬ 
ling  of  England  of  about  ono  penny,  and  a  slight  reduction 
or  incroasc  in  the  gold  coins  of  other  countries. 

Mr.  Haggles  reported  the  proceedings  and  recommendation 
of  the  commission  to  the  President,  and  his  report  was  referred 
to  Congress. 

A  private  letter  to  me  from  Mr.  Haggles,  dated  December 
80,  1867,  shows  the  nature  of  tho  opposition  to  the  measure 
proposed,  being  entirely  from  British  opposition  to  a  change  in 
the  pound  sterling.  Ho  wrote: 

New  York,  December  30,  1807. 

Mv  Dear  Mr.  Siierman: — You  may  have  perceived,  within  the  Inst 
week,  articles  in  the  ‘Now  York  Evoning  Post,’  the  ‘Now  York  Times’ 


410 


HlCCOLUiCTTONS 


and  ibo ‘World,’ on  tho  subject  of  Iho  proposed  monetary  unification;  the 
first  denying  its  jjropricty,  tho  second  its  practicability,  and  the  third  un¬ 
derrating  its  importance. 

The  articles  aro  hastily  and  ignorantly  and,  iu  some  respects,  bitterly 
written.  My  first  impulse  was  to  briefly  nnswor  oaeh  of  them  in  its  respec¬ 
tive  nowspapor.  On  further  reflection,  it  sootnod  more  decorous  that,  as  a 
member  of  the  ‘conference,’  I  should  first  appear  boforo  the  Sonato  commit¬ 
tee  now  in  possession  of  all  tho  papers,  and  there  render  any  propor  expla¬ 
nations,  and  not  obtrude  myself  as  a  combatant  in  tlm  newspapers,  prema¬ 
turely  and  only  partially  defending  my  official  action.  If,  however,  you 
should  think  that  tho  nrtioles  should  bo  answered  without  delay,  I  could 
readily  oauso  it  to  bo  clone,  by  other  porsons. 

I  cannot  but  think  that  tho  dignity  of  tho  subject,  formally  presented 
as  it  now  is,  tu  our  national  authorities,  by  a  diplomatic  assemblage  repre¬ 
senting  nearly  all  tho  civilized  nations  of  tho  Christian  world,  entitles  it  to 
a  full  disoussion  before  tho  Senate  committee,  to  bo  followed  by  a  maturely 
considered  report,  fairly  weighing  and  presenting  to  the  country  all  tho 
merits  and  domorits,  facilities  and  difficulties  of  tho  measure. 

I  am  just  at  tho  moment  confined  to  my  house  by  an  ‘influenza,’  but 
if  I  can  bo  of  any  service,  cither  boforo  tho  committee  or  elsowhuro,  T  shall 
hold  myself  subject  to  your  official  call,  for  any  duty,  aftor  the  Tth  or  8th 
of  January,  which  you  may  indicate. 

You  must  lmvo  porceivod  that  iny  roport  to  tho  department  of  state, 
having  in  view  (ho  possibility  of  European  renders,  abstained  from  some 
considerations  which  might  properly  bo  brought  to  tho  notioo  of  tho  com¬ 
mittee  of  tho  American  Sonato. 

It  is  strnngo,  indeed,  to  see  American  newspapers  eagerly  maintaining 
the  inviolability  of  tho  ‘pound  sterling,’ when  it  has  become  entirely  evi¬ 
dent  that  llio  grout  monetary  struggle  of  tho  futuro  must  lio  between  tho 
British  pound  and  tho  American  dollar.  In  truth,  ibis  was  virtually  admitted 
in  the  ‘conference’  by  Mr.  Graham,  ono  of  the  British  delegates,  and  mus- 
tor  of  the  royal  mint.  With  high  regard,  faithfully  yours, 

Samuki,  B.  Uucuh.ks. 

IIox.  John  Sji3<kma\, 

Chairman  Sonato  Finance  Committee,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 

We  wore  called  upon  to  legialato  upon  tho  subject.  The 
French  government,  promptly  acquiesced  in  tho  coin  proposed. 
Mr.  Ruggles’  report  said  that  several  governments  had  already 
assented  to  it.  The  report  was  roforred  to  tho  committee  on 
finance  of  tlio  Senate,  who  submitted  a  favorable  report  with  a 
bill  to  carry  out  the  recommendations,  and  that  report  was 
published.  There  was  no  dissent  from  the  plan  oxcept  that 
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Senator  Morgan,  of  Now  York,  thought  it  would  interfere 
with  the  profit  of  New  York  brokers  in  changing  dollars  into 
pounds.  As  a  matter  of  course,  it  would  have  interfered  with 
the  exchanges  of  New  Yorlt  and  London,  the  groat  mouey  cen¬ 
ters  of  the  world.  It  would  lmvo  interfered  with  bullion  deal¬ 
ers  who  make  profit  in  exchanging  coins;  but  the  whole  of  it 
was  for  tho  benefit,  of  each  country. 

No  man  can  estimate  the  benefit  it  would  havo  conferred 
upon  our  own  people.  It  was  only  defeated  by  tho  refusal  of 
Great  Britain  to  assent  to  the  change  of  her  pound  sterling  by 
the  reduction  of  its  valno  about  one  penny.  But  pride  in 
its  existing  coins,  so  strong  in  that  country,  defeated  the  meas¬ 
ure,  although  it  had  been  assented  to  by  her  representatives  in 
that  monetary  congress ;  aud  so  tho  thing  ended. 

It  is  easy  now  to  perceive  that  if  this  international  coin 
had  been  agreed  to  it  would  have  passed  current,  everywhere, 
as  it  could  rapidly  bo  exchanged  at  sight  without  going  through 
the  hands  of  brokers.  I  do  not  bolieve  that  Mr.  Morgan  would 
havo  insisted  on  his  opposition,  as  the  only  ground  of  his  ob¬ 
jection  was,  it  would  have  destroyed  the  business  of  tho  money 
changers  of  New  York.  Even  his  resistanco  would  have  boen 
ineffectual,  as  the  committee  and  tho  Senate  wore  decidedly  in 
'favor  of  the  bill  and  tho  opposition  of  Now  York  brokers 
would  have  added  strength  to  the  measure. 

The  greatest  statesmen  of  Europe  aud  America  have  sought 
for  many  yoars  to  unify  the  coinage  of  nations,  and  to  adopt 
common  standards  of  weights  and  measures,  so  that  commerce 
may  bo  freed  from  the  restrictions  now  imposed  upon  it,  but 
Groat  Britain  lias  steadily  opposed  all  these  enlightened  meas¬ 
ures,  and  thus  far  lias  boon  able  to  defeat  thorn. 

My  report  from  the  committee  on  finance,  made  to  the  Sen¬ 
ate  June  7,  1868,  contains  a  full  statement  of  the  acts  of  tho 
monotary  conference)  at  Paris,  and  of  the  approval  of  its  action 
by  many  of  the  countries  there  represented,  and  of  tho  support 
given  to  tho  plan  in  Great  Britain  by  many  of  her  ablest  states¬ 
men  and  tho  great  body  of  her  commercial  classes,  but  the 
party  then  in  power  in  parliament  refused  its  sanction,  and 
thus,  as  already  stated,  the  measure  failed. 
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II.  1ms  I ioi >ii  1 1 nil n  niimmiii,  during  reccnl,  disriissiuus  aliuul 
silver,  In  Hllrilmle  Uni  alleged  ilcnunml  i/.al  inn  nl'  llml.  uii'hil  In 
f.lm  iti'.linn  nl'  I li<‘  Paris  minmlitry  oi ill Ti 'rol ii'<‘.  In  I.HIw,  when 
I his  omi li'iT'iiri '  was  in  si'ssiini,  us  already  slitlcd.  si. \leen  miui'i's 
nl'  silver  worn  wnrl  li  niin'i'  I  lain  uin<  miiik-i>  id  gnld.  I''i rici'ii  aial 
1 1 1 1  <  ‘  - 1  i  1 1 1 1'  mi  hits  (if  si  Ivar  with  I  lie  legal  i'i|ilivalt'iil  id  nun  nil  urn 
(d  gold  in  all  I'iu riipoa n  I'liiuil  rius.  Nu  suggest  iuu  Was  niailn  nr 
mi  1  i'I'I a ini'il  In  ilislurli  llm  I'irrululiuli  of  silver.  The  only  uli- 
ji'i'.l.  sniighl.  was  In  sni'iirn  sninn  l'ninninn  cuin  liy  wllirli  oilier 
1'iiins  niiiilil  lie  easily  measured.  As  gold  was  lliniuusl  vuluitliln 
nieliil  in  smallnsl.  siuiri',  anil  I  lie  livn-rrinii'  gold  |iiun'nr  l''riuicn 
was  Mai  laisl.  iinil  liy  wllirli  oilier  nnius  cnulil  lie  luniisarnil, 
ollinr  gold  cniiiH  warn  In  lm  uf  mull  iplrs  id  I  In*  anil ,  su  1 1ml.  livu 
friiurs  would  ho  a  ilullnr  anil  li vn  ilullars  wuulil  lm  n  jiiiinnl. 
Tim  oiiiiia  u[  nl  liar  milieus  would  lm  iniidn  In  I'.nurnriu  In  null- 
l.ipli'H  id  lliis  nail.. 

II  was  pnrferfl.y  iinilursluuil  Hail,  wliiln  silver  was  llm  eliier 

coin  in  ill . .  exchanges  in  every  I'liunlry,  il  was  mil.  rim- 

viniieiil.  fur  foreign  (■iimiiii*i-i-i*,  nwin^'  In  ils  Imlk.  The  nil  in 
liel.wneli  gold  ami  silver  was  |iurely  a  dunieslii'  uialler.  In  he 
di'loriuiiii'd  liy  nti'lieiiunlry  fur  itself.  II  is  ii|>i>nrenl  I  hat.  llm 
chief  niiiHii  id  llm  rail  id  llm  Inarhel  value  id  silver  is  ils  in- 
rreasuil  |irnilui'l ion.  Tliis  all'eels  llm  imiee  id  every  eeuinuidily, 
i'iiI.I.iiu,  enrii,  ur  wheal  as  well  as  silver.  The  law  id  supply  mid 
deinand  regalules  value.  II  is  llm  “  higher  law  "  mure  pnlenl. 
Ilian  aids  of  ('nugress.  Ir  (he  supply  is  in  e.\ress  of  demand 
llm  prir.e  will  fall,  in  spile  id  legislul inn.  Tim  ninsl,  sinking 
evidence  of  lliis  was  furnisheil  liy  imr  reeenl  legislul  inn  liy 
winch  wn  purrliuseil  over  '1(10,111111,111111  unoees  id  silver  nl  ils 
markel,  value  anil  liuurdeil  il,  and  yel.  llm  price  id  il  steadily 
ileclineil.  We  can  coin  il  iuln  silver  dulhtrs,  hid  we  eau  keep 

lliese  dullum  uf.  par  with  paid  only  liy  . . 'iving  I  hem  as  llm 

eipia.1  of  gold  when  olTcmul. 


CHAPTER  XTX. 

Impeachment  of  Andrew  Johnson. 

Judiciary  Committee's  Resolution  Fails  of  Adoption  b.y  a  Vote  of  f»7  Venn  to  108 
Nn.vs— Jolinson’n  Attempt,  to  Remove  Sccrotnvy  Stanton  and  1‘ientr!  a  Now 
Office  for  (lonrrnl  Sliurnmn— Correspondence  on  I lio  Subject—  Report  of 
tlio  Committee  on  Imponclimont.  and  Other  Mutters  Porlaininw  to 
the  Appointment  of  Lorenzo  Thomas  —  Impeachment  Resolu¬ 
tion  Passed  by  the  Mouse  by  a  Vote  of  12(1  Vims  to  -17 
Nays— .Johnson’s  Trial  by  the  Somite— Acquittal  of 
the  President,  by  a  Vote  of  Ho  Guilty  to  11)  Not 
Guilty  —  Why  I  Favored  Conviction  — 

General  Schofield  Jlccomes  Secretary  of 
War— “Tenure  of  Office  Aet.” 

DURING  the  spring  and  summer  ot  1867  tlio  question 
of  impoaching  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  tlio 
United  States,  was  frequently  discussed  in  tlio  llouso 
of  Representatives.  The  resolutions  relating  to  his 
impeachment  were  introduced  by  James  M.  Ashley,  of  Ohio,  on 
tlie  7th  of  March,  1867,  and  they  wero  adopted  on  the  samo  day. 
These  resolutions  instructed  tlio  judiciary  committee,  when 
appointed,  to  continuo  the  inquiry,  previously  ordered,  info 
certain  charges  preferred  against  the  President  of  the  United 
.States,  with  authority  to  sit  during  the  sessions  of  tlio  House, 
and  during  any  recess  the  Congress  might  take. 

On  t.iio  25th  of  November,  18C7,  a  majority  of  the  committeo 
on  tbo  judiciary  reported  a  resolution  of  impeachment,  as 
follows  : 

“  fte&ofocd,  That  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  Slates,  be 
iinpeaohod  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors.” 

This  resolution  was  accompanied  by  a  long  report  and  the 
testimony,  all  of  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  made  the 
special  order  for  Wednesday,  December  4,  1867.  James  F.  Wil¬ 
son,  of  Iowa, made  a  minority  report  against  the  resolution  of  im- 
peachmont,  signed  by  himself  and  Frederick  IS.  Woodbridgo,  of 
Vermont.  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  of  Illinois,  also  made  a  minority 
report  in  behalf  of  himsoif  and  Charles  A.  Eldvidge,  of  Wisconsin. 

H18) 


On  Mm  71  h  nf  llm'iiilmr,  (Im  i'i'shIiiI  inn  of  ini|ii'iirliiimnl. 

roiwrtoil  by  llm  . . .  llm  judiciary  ill-  llm  inoviniis  srs- 

Miou  \v;uh  (lisiiKmi'il  III  liy  n  Volt'  nf  fi7  yens  mill  I  US  Inns.  Tliis 
derision  of  llm  llmise  nf  Ui'|>ivsi'tiliUi\cs  iigninsl  nu  imp-m-li- 
niinil-  mi  Min  clmiW'M  I Imii  iiimln  uiim  nulirrly  jnslilird.  Tliin 
imposing  prncoss  nns  iml  iiulluu'i/i'il  for  iiiisrniidnrl,  iiiiuinrnl- 

ily,  . . .  imglrrl  nf  ilnl  ins,  snrli  as  were  nlli'i'i'il  in 

l-lio  ii'imi'l- -of  Min  cnininil  I  in',  Iml  only  for  liigli  i-iimcM  nr  mis- 
(IriiiriUinr.s.  Tlin  llnlisi'  |mi|irrly  Iiimln  lids  disliiml  inn,  unit 
Imro  llm  ucriisiil inns  iigiiilisl.  llm  I’lrsidrnl  Mould  Imvn  endril, 
Iml-  fur  his  n(  I  (’in  (it ,  in  vinlitl  inn  nf  I  In*  enii-d  il  ul  imi  mill  law,  In 
plar.ii  (leimral  l.nrrnzn  Tlmmiis  in  mi  ini|n>i  I  mil  idlin'  nillinnl. 
i.lm  advice  unit  cnlisi'iil  nf  I  lin  Sniiiiln,  I  lira  ill  M'--sinii, 

In  Win  lidlnr  |nirl.  nf  Wi",  unit  Ilia  rally  p.ul  nf  IsilH,  | 
limiiiin  inynlvi'il  in  a  cnnl mvcisy,  lii'lMrrn  I'rcsiilmil  -Inlnemi, 
Wciirral  1 1  in  nl-  innl  lleiicnil  Sliminiii,  uliirli  rained  llm  lm.|. 
lllillli’il  si'l'iniiK  I'lnlml  l'iissiiii'lll.  As  linn'll  nf  I  Im  rniTi's|inuili'iiri' 
lad, ween  llii'sn  imrlins  Inis  lumn  |nililisln'i|  in  llm  "Slmiimin 
fn'I-l i>rs,”  I  ill  lirsl.  Ilinuglil.  il  I'i'sl  uni  In  niiiln'  uny  ii'ferruri'  In 
Mm  inn  1 1  (■]',  lull-  1 1  pi  11 1  ivllci'linn,  mill  In  n\|i|iiiu  Milisi'(|Ui'id 
ovi'iil.s,  I  iiisorl-  llm  li'llcrs  in  llmir  nrilnr. 

Ilrili'ral  Sin  'ill  l  ill  l  wiis  siiinniniii'il  In  Wiisliingl  nn,  by  llm 
l’li'siili'iil,  anil  ti|iiiii  liis  iirrivnl  llmri'  wrnlc  am  llm  fnllnwing 
lol.lnr: 

Wamimmiiun,  I  li  inlii-r  1 1,  IM17. 

I licAlt  IJimiMKit :  1  lm\i' im  iliihlil  ilmt  um  lm\i>  1 . imIiiI*  iommnmi| 

nhmil  my  Mimmnimil  in  Wnxliinj^lim. 

It  U'iih  iuniriiil«-uily  'hum  liy  llm  I'tvMilrm  wiltmui  through 

( i runt .  Mut  1  lliiiik  I  Imvn  Hitonllmil  il  mur  *<i  (hul  firuiit  »!»-<••’  iml  font 
hurl.  [  fillin' jiliion  luywlf  in  ii  hiuuumii  nii-u  i-itrlmlh  mihij'.'iimlir 
(iriifil.  W<>  ntuhi  work  lo^i'llmr.  Mr.  Jnluouiu  Inm  mu  ofT.-rml  im>  kuv 
(hh%  only  him  liilhml  ovi*r  ovory  Mihj.ml.  un>!  Iniau«n  I  Im.ii  him 
|mtion(ly,  null  timlco  n)mrl  nml  iloomiio  uimw i-ru,  Im  uu\w  Im  iwoiM  him  to 
Imvn  mo  horn.  Slill  Im  iloos  iml  u|i|iov«.  m\  hm-h  tmmo.  .  .  . 

On  Monday  )  will  nliiit  fur  Si.  I.unix  hy  dm  Alhutii.1  nml  t«.  \\\  i..a>|, 
mid  ]iUkm  MiiiiMIoM  Tm-wlny.  I'nii'l  )ou  moot  nn<  nml  rido  mumo  mdi  •» 'f  I 
Imvn  hiion  uwny  from  hoiim  no  numh,  nml  lutml  ri^hl  nlmi^  hi  K><ri  I  urn 
min,  ihnl  I  fiituml  wnll  nlo|i  nt  I ’li'\ I'lnin l  or  Mnimlii'hl.  nml  would  Ido*  hi 
non  you  for  an  hour  nr  no  lo  hour  your  \mv.Mi.f  dm  inmiiijr  ownr-i,  ,  ,  , 

Yoiim  iifTimlmiiiM.-lv . 

NS'.  T.  Sm-uius. 
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Aud  on  his  return  to  St.  Louis  he  continues  : 

.  .  .  I  have  always  talked  kindly  to  tlie  President,  and  have 

advised  Grant  to  do  so.  1  do  think  that  it  is  best  for  all  bunds  that  bis 
administration  be  allowed  to  run  out  its  course  without  threatened  or 
attempted  violence.  Whoever  begins  violent  proceedings  will  lose  in  the 
long  run.  Johnson  is  not  a  man  of  action  but  of  theory,  and  so  long  as 
your  party  is  iu  doubt  as  to  the  truo  mode  of  procedure,  it  would  be  at  great 
risk  that  an  attempt  bo  mndo  to  displease  tho  President  by  a  simple  law  of 
Congress.  This  is  as  much  as  I  hnvo  over  suid  to  anybody.  I  luivo  never, 
by  word  or  inference,  given  anybody  the  right  to  oiass  mu  in  opposition  to, 
or  in  support  of,  Congress.  On  tho  contrary,  I  told  Mr.  Johnson  that  from 
tho  nature  of  things  ho  could  not  dispense  with  a  Congress  to  make  laws 
and  appropriate  mono}',  and  suggested  to  him  to  receive  and  make  over¬ 
tures  to  snob  men  as  h’essendon,  Trumbull,  Sherman,  Morgan,  and  Morton, 
who,  though  differing  with  him  in  abstract  views  of  constitutional  law  and 
practice,  wore  not  destructive.  That  if  tho  congressional  plan  of  reconstruc¬ 
tion  succeeded,  ho  could  do  nothing,  and  if  it  failed  or  led  to  confusion, 
tho  fnturo  developed  results  in  his  favor,  eto.;  and  that  is  pretty  much  all 
1  liavo  over  said  or  dono.  At  the  mooting  of  tho  society  of  tho  army  of  tho 
Tonnossoo  on  the  18th  inst.,  I  will  bo  forced  to  spoalc,  if  boro,  und  though  I 
ean  eoufino  mysolf  purely  to  tho  military  evonts  of  tho  past,  I  can  make  tho 
opportunity  of  stating  that  in  no  event  will  1  bo  drawn  into  tho  complica¬ 
tions  of  tho  civil  politics  of  this  country. 

If  Congress  oould  moot  and  conflno  itsolf  to  current  and  oommitloo 
business,  I  fool  certain  that  everything  will  work  along  quietly  till  the  nom¬ 
inations  are  made,  and  a  now  presidential  election  will  likely  soldo  tho  prin¬ 
ciple  if  nogroos  aro  to  bo  votors  in  tho  states  without  tho  consent  of  llie 
whites.  This  is  more  a  question  of  prejudice  than  prinoiple,  but  a  voter  has 
ns  much  riglit  to  his  prejudices  as  to  his  vote.  .  .  . 

I  auswored : 

Manspiijld,  Ohio,  Novombor  J,  1807. 

Dhar  Bhotueu  ; —  ...  I  see  no  real  occasion  for  trouble  with 

Johnson.  Tho  great  error  of  his  lifo  was  in  not  acquiescing  iu  ami  sup¬ 
porting  tho  14th  amendment  of  tho  constitution  in  the  30th  Congress.  This 
ho  could  easily  liavo  carried.  It  roforred  tho  suffrago  question  to  each  state, 
and  if  adopted  long  ago  tho  whole  controversy  would  liavo  culminated  ;  or, 
if  further  opposed  by  the  extreme  radicals,  they  would  liavo  been  easily 
beaten.  Now  I  soo  nothing  short  of  universal  suffrago  and  universal 
amnesty  as  tho  basis.  When  you  oomo  on,  I  suggest  that  you  give  out  that 
you  go  on  to  niako  your  annual  roport  and  soldo  Indian  affairs.  Give  us 
notice  when  you  will  boon,  and  oomo  directly  to  my  house,  whoro  wo  will 
niako  3'ou  oiio  of  tho  family. 

Grant,  I  think,  is  inevitably  tho  candidate.  IIo  allows  himself  to  drift 
into  a  position  whoro  ho  can’t  deelino  if  ho  would,  and  I  fool  sure  ho  don’t 


waul  l.i  .tri'lini'.  My  jn.lK'miM.I  i»  Unit  rl.n-.-  i»  ln-tl-r  f.n-  ll . .  im.l 

fiil-dnml  liitiiHt-lf,  Iml  I  will  iml  i|lim r.'i  mill  wlmt  I  niniml  11.11I1..I. 

.Imhn  Sin  iimas. 

And  hilar  I  wrnlo:  • 

If  v""  onn  lump  fiv\*  from  oummU(ul«  In  .lulm*oii.  v **a»  "ill  mui-In  »»*•  n»*u 
live  In- i-ulli-il  ii|ii>n  tu  until*  l’rnnidoul.  Tin*  dmij'nr  imw  e  tlml  dm  uiitlukr-i 
of  tin1  I \ <*[ >ii 1 1 1 i<Mi i is  rimy  drift  dm  I  i*»  mm  pnisor.  If  no.  ll... 

llohoMion  in  Iriiimpliuiii,  itml  no  limn  m-liso  in  MippM-.dnr  it  will  U>  IniMrd 
or-  Inniuh'il.  (Ii.ml  in  iml  injure!  l»y  lii*  mi iripondnimo  w illr  .lolnnnn.  Iml 
no  doubt  fri’lM  nllln^  ml.  .  ■  • 

Al.  Iliis  limit  I’tvsidi'iil  Johnson  hurl  nnim  In  n|u*u  dhu^nm* 
ttuml.  wilh  Mr.  Shmlnii,  his  Si'iwtdury  of  War,  aial  uidmd  In 
fuir.o  hint  fnim  llm  nthiimt.  Mr.  Slitnluu  had  ndtiNi'd  In  nmirn 
uml  lliul  hium  upheld  hy  Huiis'U'SS.  Tin*  I'lVudrld  IIiimi  Innmd 
for  holy  in  )i in  dillumllms  In  llonrral  (Intnf,  rniumandins'  Iho 
itriny ;  lmh  llm  lidlor  fnniitl  Had.  any  iuli'i-fort'iirn  tut  his  pail 
would  )i(’  illoj-fiil  and  iin|iossihh‘. 

Mr.  .1  oil  tis<  in  Hit'll  ]  il  a  1  u  ret  I  In  cron  1 1*  a.  new  idlin'  for  I  irimt  ul 
Nhormnu,  Had.  nf  hnwol.  ^rimral  of  Hit'  army,  in  nvdar  h>  hviun 
him  In  Washinsdim. 

Thi'  following  lidltos  utid  loh^'minx  vofor  In  I l»i?<  dilHcully  ; 

(( 'oiilldoalinl.)  l.ininuv  llmivi,  W\u  I  ii.r \u i  ah  n  i,  | 

\Y  ahju  m  ,  1 1 1  *» ,  ll.  l\,  .litmmr\  Ml.  I  MIS.  \ 

Tn  Tiir.  I  'll i:*»i  I'l'N  r  :  Siam*  our  iulnri  i»<\s*  of  \o-UouliU  l  Inn  o  on  dm 
of  mil-  roiivoiMiliiiu  nil  mi  drou^hl*,  uuil  1  ln<{(  ^ nil  will  purdoii  lay 
ivduoititf  dm  Vt-Mult  (o  wtiiiu^. 

Mv  ]n‘rnnlml  plnforoNoi'",  if  »» \ j l ,  worn  In  lu<  idlound  to  rotnru  to 
Si.  I.ouintn  rnmmm  my  pneoril  I'oiiimimt],  ImnmiMn  mv  «-■  •ihiiiium l  wu«  mi* 
portmil,  Hiiilml  In  my  mull  mid  umlinniion,  mid  lmrmi*m  hn  fmiiih 

\vu*  Wi'll  |irnvi(li‘d  for-  (Imrn,  in  liou*>n  fimilitm*,  nuliool*.  lit injr,  ut>i  1  n^n-o. 
uliln  xnuicly. 

Whilxl,  on  llm  oilior  Imrn l,  \V>idiiiij.'tnii  w««  for  num\  fin  am)  pm*”! 

Ivuhoiih  liijjlily  objonlioimbln.  }'*«|  n  ^mu  1 1  v  mum  it  in  dn<  polunul  «  upiul 

of  lira  imMUry  mid  fnmw  of  iutrinuo,  jjtwvMp,  mid  idnttdnr.  Your  pntwomd 
jirnforoiiiioH  wuiv,  *ih  ,>xpro**nd,  to  audio  u  now  dnpmlamnl  ••**■»!  inlmpuiin  to 
my  male,  willi  ImndipmriorH  ul  Wuwliinj'loii,  uml  to  minima  am  in  i (••  r>>mmumt 
-  tn  rmunvn  my  family  Imrn,  mid  to  riMiil  int*mlf  of  it*  wliooh,  »•!**. j  to 
romnvn  Mr.  Sinaloa  from  Inn  ullluo  an  SnarWiirt  of  War,  imd  lm\n  am  lo 
tliaidiarj^n  llm  dulii>8. 

To  alTi'd  iliiM  rnmovnl  hvn  mode*  worn  iudiuntud;  'Co  Niaply  uim«m  liim 
lo  rjaiL  tliiMvnr  ollli-i<  Imildinj'  uml  nolif\  i|ii>  |rou«ur\  di-|.nrliimat  mid  llm 
army  Muff  di'pmim-nlH  an  lun^a-  to  roMpi.i-t  lam  im  Soi-roiart  of  \S'nr;  or  to 
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removo  him,  imd  submit  my  name  to  t lie  Senate  for  confirmation.  Permit 
mo  to  discuss  theso  points  a  little,  and  I  will  promise  by  saying  that  I  have 
spoken  to  no  one  on  the  subject,  and  have  not  ovou  soon  Mr.  Ewing,  Mr. 
Stanbory,  or  General  Grant  sinoo  I  was  with  you. 

It  has  been  (ho  rulu  and  custom  of  our  army,  since  the  organization  of 
the  government,  that  tho  officer  of  the  army  second  in  rank  should  bo  in  com¬ 
mand  at  tho  second  place  in  importance,  and  remoto  from  general  head¬ 
quarters.  To  bring  mo  lo  Washington  would  put  three  heads  to  an  army, 
— yourself,  Gonoral  Grant,  and  mysolf, — and  wo  would  bo  moro  than  human 
if  wo  were  not  to  differ.  In  my  judgment  it  would  ruin  the  army,  and  would 
bo  fatal  to  one  or  two  of  us. 

Generals  Scott  and  Taylor  provod  themselves  soldiers  and  patriots  in 
tho  field,  but  Washington  was  fatal  to  both.  This  city  and  tho  influences 
that  centered  hero  defeated  every  army  that  lmd  its  head  hero  from  1801  to 
1805,  and  would  have  overwhelmed  General  Grant  at  Spottsylvania  and 
Petersburg,  had  ho  not  been  fortified  by  a  strong  roputation  already  hard 
oarnod,  and  because  no  ono  then  living  coveted  the  place.  Whereas  in 
the  west  wo  mndo  progress  from  tho  start,  because  there  was  no  political 
oapilal  near  onough  to  poison  our  minds  and  kindlo  into  light  that  oraving 
itohing  for  fame  which  has  killed  moro  good  men  than  bullets.  I  have  been 
with  Gonoral  Grant  in  tho  midst  of  (loath  and  slaughter — when  tho  howls  of 
people  reached  him  after  Shiloh;  whon  messengers  were  spoodiug  to  and 
fro,  between  his  army  and  Washington,  bearing  slanders  to  induce  his 
removal  boforo  ho  took  Vicksburg;  in  Chattanooga,  when  tho  soldiers  woro 
stoaling  the  corn  of  tho  starving  mules  lo  satisfy  their  own  hunger;  at  Nasli- 
villo,  when  ho  was  ordorod  to  tho  ‘forlorn  hope’  to  command  the  army  of  the 
Potoinao,  so  often  defeated-  and  yol  I  never  saw  him  more  troubled  than 
sinco  ho  has  been  in  Washington,  and  has  been  compollcd  to  road  himself  a 
‘sneak  and  docoivor,’  basod  on  roports  of  four  of  the  cabinet,  and  apparently 
with  your  knowledge.  If  this  political  atmosphero  nan  disturb  the  equa¬ 
nimity  of  one  so  guarded  and  so  pmdont  as  he  is,  what  will  be  the  result 
with  ono  so  careless,  so  outspoken,  as  I  am?  Thoroforo,  with  my  consent, 
Washington  uover. 

As  (o  tho  Secretary  of  War,  his  oflico  is  twofold.  As  cabinot  officer  he 
should  not  bo  llioro  without  your  hearty,  cheerful  consent,  and  I  holiovo  that 
is  tho  judgment  and  opinion  of  every  fair-minded  man.  As  tho  holdor  of  a 
oivil  offioo,  having-  tho  supervision  of  moneys  appropriated  by  Congress,  and 
of  contracts  for  army  supplies,  I  do  think  Congress,  or  tho  Senate  by  delega¬ 
tion  from  Congress,  has  a  lawful  right  to  be  consulted.  At  all  evonts,  I 
would  not  risk  a  suit  or  contest  on  that  phnso  of  the  question.  Tho  law-  of 
Congress  of  March  2,  1807,  prescribing  tho  manner  in  which  orders  and  in¬ 
structions  relating  to  ‘  military  movements  ’  shall  reach  the  army,  givos  you, 
as  constitutional  commander  in  chief,  tho  very  power  you  want  to  oxoreiso, 
and  enables  you  to  prevent  tho  secretary  from  making  any  such  orders  and 
instructions,  and  consequently  he  cannot  control  tho  army,  but  is  limited  aud 
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iVHlriclfil  in  a  duly  dial  iiiumdilur  of  dm  livm.iin  ••••uM  |»<rfnrm.  imr 

tninly  can  ulTurd  In  await  (lm  ir^nlt.  Tim  j\ **  |»«u.*r  is  imt  w i-idu*imd, 

bid,  rallmi’,  Mlivu^dmimd.  Singly  In*  is  mil  mm-Ii  iiii  nl.su m  t i> in  m,  would 
wurnuil  vinlmmn  nr  i‘Vrii  u  .**lmw  of  fnr.v  whirli  istiilii  j.i.».|iu,i*  tlx*  \ *»r\  min*’ 
linn  uml  I’laiimr  llm(  im  Impcs  fur,  (>«  aim*  liim  front  fin*  ul..uidit\  of  holding 
an  I'lnply  nllliM*  '  fur  llm  wiifuly  nf  dm  I'unnln 

With  j.fri*ul  r»ix[iim(,  \mnB<  ti ul \ , 

\Y.  T.  Sm  umas. 

lh:Al»ji-Aiui.i:s  Miumit  IhviMos  nr  im  \l is-,ni  in,  | 

Sr.  l.tniH,  .\lu.,  I'*** I m mil \  II,  ISds.  \ 

'I’li  Tin-:  I'ltraiwiNT : 

MiiahSiu:  It  in  Imnl  for  nm  In  rmnmit.*  \nn  \muM  jim|iu-.*l\  .In  un* 
uu  uiikimliii'HH,  uiili'HH  nmlcr  dm  |ir«'snn«»  nf  a  rmiisn  nf  j.idiim  dul\.  nr 
bmiuHii  you  ilu  mil  Imlmvo  um  niimrri\ 

1  iviih  in  bujm.s,  sinim  jji y  |i*ili>r  hi  \  mi  nf  llm  .’I  I  i >f  .In ii mm  .  dmf  \  mi 

hud  I’uimlmb'd  In  ji»sh  nvor  (Inti  |iurjH.*m  nf  \onr«,  i •  \ | •» < |  ui*>i<*  (lian  mum 

in  I'linvi'i-Hiilimi,  In  nr^iini/i'  a  imw  nmmiuhd  for  un*  in  dm  r.ci,  uidi  li.-ml 
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This  privilege  is  generally  granted  to  nil  military  commanders,  and  I 
onti  soo  no  good  reasons  why  I,  too,  may  not  ask  for  it ;  and  this  simplo  con¬ 
cession,  involving  no  public  intorost,  will  much  soften  tho  blow  which,  right 
or  wrong,  1  construo  as  one  of  the  hardest  I  lmve  sustained  in  a  life  some¬ 
what  oheckered  with  adversity. 

With  great  respect,  yours  truly, 

(Signed)  W.  T.  Sherman,  Lioutonnnt  General. 

HEADQUARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OK  MISSOURI,  ) 

St.  Louis,  February  14,  1808.  j 

Dear  Brother:  -  ...  I  am  again  in  tho  midst  of  trouble,  oc¬ 
casioned  by  a  telegram  from  Grant  saying  that  tho  order  is  out  for  me  to 
come  to  tho  command  of  tho  military  division  of  tho  Atlantic,  headquarters 
at  Washington.  Tito  President  ropeatedly  uskod  mo  to  accept  of  some  such 
position,  hut  I  thought  1  had  fought  it  off  successfully,  though  ho  again  and 
again  rovertod  to  it. 

Now,  it  sooms,  ho  has  ordered  it,  and  it  is  full  of  trouble  for  mo.  I 
wrote  him  ono  or  two  letters  in  Washington,  which  I  thought  positive  enough, 
but  have  now  writton  another,  and  if  it  fails  in  its  object  1  might  ns  well 
oast  about  for  new  employment.  Tho  result  would  bo  certain  conflict,  result¬ 
ing  in  Grant’s  violent  deposition,  mine,  or  tho  President’s. 

Thoro  is  not  room  on  board  of  ono  ship  for  more  than  one  onptain. 

If  Grant  intends  to  run  for  President  1  should  bo  willing  to  come  on, 
bocauso  my  duties  would  then  bo  so  clearly  doflned  tlmt  I  think  I  could 
steer  dear  of  tho  brenkors — but  now  it  would  bo  impossiblo.  Tho  Prosi- 
dont  would  make  use  of  mo  to  begot  violonco,  a  condition  of  things  that 
ought  not  to  exist  now. 

lie  has  no  right  to  use  us  for  such  purposes,  though  he  is  commander 
in  ohiof.  I  did  suppose  his  passage  with  Grant  would  cud  thoro,  but  now 
it  sooms  ho  will  fight  him  as  ho  has  boon  doing  Congress.  I  don’t  object  if 
ho  does  so  himself  and  don’t  rope  me  . . 

If  tho  Prosidont  forces  mo  into  a  false  position  out  of  snouting  favor,  I 
must  dofond  tnyself.  It  is  mortifying,  but  none  tho  less  inevitable. 

Affootionatoly,  W.  T.  Sherman. 

(Tolegram.)  Washington,  February  14,  1808. 

From  St.  Louis,  February  14,  1808. 

To  General  TJ.  S.  Grant,  Commander  U.  S.  Army: 

Your  dispatch  informing  mo  that  the  order  for  tho  Atlantic  division 
was  issued,  and  that  I  was  assignnd  to  its  command,  is  rocoived. 

1  wns  in  hopes  I  had  escaped  the  clangor,  and  now,  wero  1  propared, 
should  resign  on  the  spot,  as  it  requires  no  foresight  to  predict  suoh  must  bo 
tho  inovitablo  result  in  tho  ond. 

1  will  make  ono  more  desperate  offort  by  mail,  which  pleaso  await. 

(Signed)  W.  T.  Sherman,  Lioutonnnt  Goncral. 


(Tologrnm.)  Dated  St.  Louis,  February  14,  1868. 

Recoivod  at  House  of  Rkfresentativkh,  Fobrnury  14. 

To  Hon.  John  Sherman  : 

Opposo  confirmation  of  mysolf  as  brevet  gonoral  on  ground  flint  it  is 
unprecedented,  and  that  it  is  bolter  not  to  extend  the  system  of  brevets 
above  major  gonoral.  If  1  can’t  avoid  coming  to  Washington  1  may  have 
to  resign.  W.  T.  Sherman,  Lieutenant  General. 

This  correspondence,  some  of  which  was  published,  excited 
a  groat  deal  of  attention,  and  I  received  many  letters  in  regard 
to  it,  one  of  which  1  insert : 

Washington,  D.  C.,  February  17,  1808. 

Dear  Sherman  :--How  nobly  and  magnanimously  your  gallant  brother 
lias  acted.  If  A.  .T.  was  not  callous  to  all  that  would  affect  gentlemen  gen¬ 
erally,  lie  would  fed  this  robuko  stingingly.  But  sineo  he  has  betrayed  the 
men  who  olootod  him  he  is  proof  against  snoh  things. 

Yours  very  truly,  Soiiuylkr  Coi.fax. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  General  Sherman’s  telegram  I  requested 
the  committee  on  military  affairs  to  take  no  action  upon  lii.s 
nomination,  as  he  did  not  desire,  and  would  not  accept,  the 
proposed  compliment.  This  correspondence  then  followed  : 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri,  } 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  February  17,  1808.  } 

Du  ah  Brother  : —  ...  1  havo  not  yet  got  tho  order  for  tlm 

Atlantic  division,  but  it  is  coming  by  mail,  and  when  recoivod  1  must  act. 
L  have  asked  tho  President  to  let  mo  mako  my  headquarters  in  Now  York, 
instond  of  Washington,  making  my  application  on  (ho  ground  that  my  simply 
boing  in  Washington  will  ho  univorsally  construed  as  rivalry  to  Gonoral 
Grant,  u  position  which  would  bo  damaging  to  mo  in  tho  oxtromo. 

If  I  must  eomo  (o  Washington,  it  will  bo  with  a  degree  of  rchictiumo 
novor  boforo  oxporicncod.  I  would  leave  my  family  hero  on  tho  supposition 
that  (ho  chnngo  was  temporary.  1  do  not  question  tho  President’s  right  to 
mako  the  now  division,  and  I  think  Congress  would  mako  a  mistake  to  qual¬ 
ify  liis  right.  It  would  snflico  for  thorn  (o  nonconfirm  tho  brevet  of  gonoral. 
I  will  notify  you  by  telograph  when  the  mattor  is  concluded. 

Affectionately,  W.  T.  Siirrman. 

(Tologrum.)  Recoivod  Washington,  February  2(1,  J 808. 

From  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Fobrnury  20,  1808. 

To  General  U.  S.  Grant  : 

Tho  Prosidont  telegraphs  (hat  I  may  remain  in  my  present  command. 
I  writu  him  a  letter  of  thanks  through  you  lo-dav.  Congress  should  not 
havo  for  publication  my  letters  to  tho  President,  unless  the  Prosidont  him¬ 
self  obooscs  to  give  them.  (Signed)  \Y.  T.  Sherman,  Lioul.  Gonoral. 


^/(asy' — v£3^_ 
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Headquarters  Army  ok  the  United  States,  ) 
Washington,  February  21,  1868.  } 

Dear  Sir:-  -By  General  Grant’s  diroolion  I  inoloso  a  copy  of  a  dis- 
patob  from  Gonoral  Sherman,  seeming  to  indicate  bis  preference  that  the 
correspondence  in  question  should  not  now  be  made  public. 

Respectfully  yours,  C.  B.  Comstock,  B.  B.  S. 

Hon.  John  Sherman,  United  States  Scnato. 

A  few  days  after  this,  General  Sherman  went  to  Washing¬ 
ton  in  response  to  the  President’s  order,  and  while  there  had 
several  interviews  with  tho  President  relating  to  the  change  of 
his  command.  Ho  objected  very  strongly,  as  has  been  soon,  to 
any  snob  change,  because  bo  felt  that  be  could  not  hold  a  com¬ 
mand  in  Washington  without  interfering  with  Grant’s  interests, 
and  because  lie  had  a  rooted  objection  to  living  in  Washington 
in  the  midst  of  the  turmoil  of  polities.  Tlioso  objections  were 
embodied  in  t.hroo  letters  which  Gonoral  Sherman  wrote  and 
showed  to  Grant  before  he  scut  them  to  the  President.  One  of 
them  found  its  way  into  the  public  press,  and  created  a  disturb¬ 
ance  which  called  forth  the  following  letters : 

Headquarters  Army  ok  tiik  United  States,  ) 
Washington,  D.  C.,  February  22,  1808.  } 

Hon.  J.  Sherman,  United  States  Senate. 

Dear  Sir  : — Tho  ‘National  IntolHgenoor’  of  this  morning  contains  a 
privato  nolo  wliioli  Gonoral  Sherman  sent  to  llio  President  whilst  he  was  in 
Washington,  diotated  by  tho  purost  kindness  and  a  disposition  to  presorvo 
harmony,  and  not  intended  for  publication.  It  seoius  to  me  tho  publication 
of  that  loiter  is  calculated  to  placo  tho  general  in  a  wrong  light  before  llio 
public,  tulam  in  connection  with  what  correspondents  havo  said  beforo,  evi¬ 
dently  getting  their  inspiration  from  tho  White  House. 

As  General  Shorman  nftorwards  wrote  a  semi-official  note  to  the  Presi¬ 
dent,  furnishing  mo  a  copy,  and  still  lalor  a  purely  ollicial  ono  sent  through 
mo,  which  placed  him  in  his  true  position,  and  which  havo  not  been  published, 
though  called  for  by  the  ‘House,’  1  take  tho  liberty  of  sending  you  Ihoso 
letters  to  givo  you  the  opportunity  of  consulting  Gonoral  Shorman  as  to  what 
action  to  lake  upon  thorn.  In  all  matters  whero  I  am  not  personally  inter¬ 
ested,  I  would  not  hesitate  to  advise  Gonoral  Sherman  how  1  would  art  in  his 
placo.  But  in  this  iuslunco,  after  tho  corrospondenco  I  have  had  with  Mr. 
Johnson,  1  may  not  see  General  Sherman’s  interest  in  llio  same  light  that 
olhors  see  it,  or  that  I  would  son  it  in  if  no  such  correspondence  had  occurred. 
1  am  dour  in  this,  however,  tho  correspondence  hero  inclosed  to  you  should 
not  bo  made  public  oxcopt  by  the  President,  or  with  llio  full  sanction  of 
General  Shorman.  Probably  tho  letter  of  tho  3 1st  of  January,  markod  ‘con¬ 
fidential,’  should  not  bo  given  out  at  nil.  Yours  truly,  U.  S.  Grant, 


rojiii^iiiiiidh  In  ] 

Ii'ih  v'mil  horn, 


1  Ini  i  i:n  Static  tfi:N.\'ir.  Ciia.mhku,  I'VImiury  MM,  IS(!H. 

!)ICAU  I  roroivoil  your  lotlriN  noil  lolnj'jumn,  ami  ilii]  not 

uiiHWor  hmiuHo  events  won*  iimvin^  no  rapidly  tlml  I  could  wty  imtliiujr  lull 
mitfhl  Im  upaol  Imforo  you  ^nl  llm  lollnr. 

Now  veil  can  enn^rululuto  yourself  upon  lining  rlonr  of  tlm  unint 
oonipliouliuim  wo  Imvo  ovor  hail.  ImpcimhumuL  mcojiih  in  im  a  foregone  0010 
olnaion  ho  fur  uh  llm  limine  of  Uoprenontii(ivoN  in  ennecinod,  lucmd  ii|moi  tlio 
allowed  J'urvibUi  nxpulnion  of  Stanton.  No  mm  disputes  llm  ri^lil  of  lln> 
l’romdnnl  (o  mine  u  ipiculion  of  law  upon  Inn  vij^hl  (o  remove  Slnuloii,  Iml 
llm  foioihlo  removal  of  a  mail  in  olden,  nliiiniinp;  to  Im  in  lawfully,  in  lilo*  llm 
foroihlo  ejectment  of  u  toiuml  wlmii  bin  ri^ht  of  possession  is  in  H 

to  a  IroHjmnH,  an  hmhhuIi,  u  riot,  or  a  orinio,  aeconlin^  (o  (Im  insult  of  dm  form. 
It  in  hlrun^n  Urn  i’rcuidonl  can  ounlcinplaln  mmli  u  tiling,  when  Shuiion  ia 
nlroady  Blripjiod  of  power,  mid  Uio  uuvir(»  nro  open  lu  llm  I'remdonl  lo  try 
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his  right  of  removal.  Tho  President  is  noting  very  badly  with  rospoot  to 
you.  lie  oroatos  the  impression  that  you  acted  disingenuously  with  him.  He 
has  published  your  short  privato  note  before  you  went  to  Annapolis,  and  yet 
refuses  to  publish  your  formal  ono  subsequently  sent  to  him,  because  it  was 
‘privato.’  The  truth  is,  ho  is  a  slavo  to  his  passions  and  resentments.  No 
man  can  eon/klo  in  him,  and  you  ought  to  /ool  happy  at  your  extrication 
from  all  noar  connection  with  him.  .  .  .  Grant  is  anxious  to  have  your 

loiters  published,  since  the  note  roforred  to  whs  published.  1  will  see  Grunt 
and  the  President  this  evening,  and  if  the  lattor  frooly  consonts,  I  will  do  it 
informally  ;  but  if  he  doubts  or  hesitates,  l  will  not  without  your  oxpressod 
directions.  In  these  times  of  loose  confidence,  it  is  bettor  to  submit  fora 
time  to  a  wrong  construction,  than  to  bolray  confidential  communications. 
Grant  will,  unquestionably,  be  nominated.  Chase  acquiesces,  and  I  see  no 
reason  to  doubt  his  election.  .  .  .  Affectionately, 

John  Sherman. 

Headquarters  Military  Division  ok  the  Missouri,  1 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  February  25,  1808.  \ 

Dear  Brother: —  ...  I  am  in  possession  of  all  tho  news  up  to 
date — tho  pnssngo  of  tho  impeachment  resolution,  etc.-  -but  I  yet  don’t 
ltnow  if  the  nomination  of  T.  Ewing,  Senior,  was  a  real  tiling  or  meant  to 
compromise  a  difficulty. 

The  publication  of  my  short  noto  of  January  18,  is  nothing  to  mo.  I 
have  tho  original  draft  which  I  sent  through  Grunt’s  hands,  with  his  indorse¬ 
ment  bnok  to  mo.  At  tho  time  this  noto  must  have  boon  givon  to  the 
roportor,  tho  Prosidont  had  an  olaboruto  loiter  from  mo,  in  which  I  dismissed 
the  wholo  oaso,  and  advised  against  (ho  very  course  ho  has  pursued,  but  I 
don’t  want  that  letter  or  any  othor  to  bo  drawn  out  to  complicate  a  case 
ulroady  bad  enough. 

You  may  always  safely  represent  me  by  saying  that  I  will  not  mako  up 
a  final  opinion  till  called  on  to  act,  and  I  want  nothing  to  do  with  these  con¬ 
troversies  until  tho  time  comes  for  tho  actual  fight,  which  I  hope  to  God  may 
bo  avoided.  If  tho  Democratic  party  intend  to  fight  on  (his  impeachment, 
which  I  believe  tlioy  do  not,  you  limy  count  200,000  men  against  you  in  (ho 
south.  Tho  negroes  are  no  match  for  thorn.  On  this  question,  (ho  whites 
thoro  will  bo  more  united  than  on  tho  old  issuo  of  union  and  secession.  [  do 
not  think  (ho  President  should  bo  suspended  during  trial,  and,  if  possible, 
tho  Republican  party  should  not  voto  on  all  sido  questions  as  a  unit.  They 
should  not  as  judges,  and  not  ns  partisans.  Tho  voto  in  tho  House,  boing  a 
strictly  party  vote,  looks  bad,  for  it  augurs  a  prejudiced  jury.  Thoso  who 
adhoro  closest  to  tho  law  in  this  crisis  are  tho  best  patriots.  Whilst  tho  float¬ 
ing  politicians  hero  share  (lie  excitement  at  Washington,  tho  pooplo  gener¬ 
ally  manifest  liltlo  intorcst  in  the  gamo  going  on  at  Washington.  .  .  . 

Affectionately  yours, 

W.  T.  Sherman. 


1  < K( '( ll.I.Mt  'TIO.VS 
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SlATlX  SlINA'lT.  (  'll  A  M  ll|:K,  \ 
Wahiiinuion,  Mureh  I,  IMS.  \ 

1  >i:  A  u  0  lit  till  i:  u :  Vimr  1««l  !i*i*  of  (In*  liodi  in  reeeived.  I  need  mi(  say 
In  you  (hat  ()u»  new  events  IruuHpmn^  here  an»  narrowly  wulelmd  hy  me. 
So  fai-  iih  I  mu  eoiieei  imd,  I  liman  in  jjive  Johnson  ii  fair  uml  impurlial  trial, 
iiiiiI  In  ili't'iiln  imdiin^  until  i i<<|iiii ml  In  tin  ho,  uml  ill'll*!'  full  ar^unmiil.  I  re- 
^aril  liim  iih  u  foolish  ami  Hluhhoru  man,  lining  even  rijjhl  (hin^n  in  u  wron^- 
way,  and  in  a  position  ivlmrn  din  ovil  (hut  In*  ilnnH  in  iiunieiiHely  inereiiHed  liy 
Iiin  miihiinr  of  lining  it.  lie  nleiiriy  denif'iied  (n  liavn  Uml  ( r rant ,  utal  than 
you,  involved  in  l.orenzn  TIihihuh'  puhidnu,  uml  ill  lliia  In*  iw  ueliiuted  hy  liiH 
reronl  ii'Voll.  ii^uiiiHt  Sliinton.  How  easy  it  would  have  linen,  if  In*  had  fol¬ 
lowed  your  advien,  to  him*  made  Stunlmi  anxious  to  Ionian,  or  wind  in  worm*, 
In  have  made  Ii’ih  position  ridieuloUH.  liy  Ida  infnnial  folly  wn  are  drifting 
into  turliulnnl  widem,  The  only  way  ia  to  keep  uool  and  net  oniiM-ii'iilionwIy. 
I  oiiu^ndnlido  you  on  your  Unity  oxlrifiilinii.  I  do  not  niilioipulo  eivil  war, 
for  our  proueiulin^  iH  mnjunHtionaldy  lawful,  and  if  (lie  judgment  ih  a^niiiNt 
tlm  IVnHitlnnf.,  Ida  term  i«  jn«t  iih  olriirly  nut  iih  if  dm  Iih  of  MareJi,  ISWJ,  wan 
oomu.  'I’he  remilt,  if  1m  im  nonviulnd,  would  nasi  (ho  undivided  ioHpiniwiliili(y 
of  namiiHtriietioii  upon  the  Itepuhlienn  parly,  and  would  umpioslionidily 
Keimm  die  full  admission  of  all  (he  stales  hy  July  next,  and  avoid  dm  dan^nr- 
OUH  (|UeHliii|IH  dint  limy  otherwise  arinn  out  of  llm  southern  vote  in  din  I’rosi- 
deiidiil  nineliou.  If  in  in»w  eh-ur  I  hot  Ouint  will  he  a  enudidale,  and  his 
elnetion  seeiim  ipiite  iih  elein.  The  art  ion  of  Noil  h  ( 'undiim  ri'inm  oil  die  hint 
doubt  of  hiw  lioilliiauioli.  Aireelioimtidy  >  iuuh, 

John-  Siii  ii'Ian. 

IIkaihjuautkuh  Miutauv  hrvmniN  ok  Tin;  Mihsouui,  | 

Sr.  l.urtH,  Mmi’li  I  I,  ISOS.  \ 

DlUit  IUotuKu:  I  don’t  know  what,  (limit  nieaiiH  hy  hie  Hileuee 

in  the  midst  of  (lie  very  j^n-al  indinitioiiH  of  his  . . ivititf  (he  nouiimr 

lion  in  May.  hoiihllesH  1m  intends  to  hold  aloof  from  (lie  expression 
of  any  opinion,  (ill  (lie  uetiud  iioiidiuidnn  ih  iiihiIi*,  when,  if  he  ueeepls 
with  a  Hlrnnp;  rnilind  phitfiuin,  1  hIuiII  lie  Hinprised.  My  uolioti  in  (Imi 
In'  thinks  dial  (lie  I fninoemla  oii^dil  mil  to  Mireem]  to  power,  ami  (ha( 
he  would  he  willing  (o  Hlnnd  a  Hiierillni*  ralher  (lam  see  dial  ivsull.  .  . 

J  undue  (hill  ymi  Kopnhlieiiiis  have  divided  on  Home  of  tln>  side  ipms- 
liotiH  on  inipeimhiueiit,  and  inn  jjlud  you  eoneede  lo  dm  I'roHidont  die 
lur^est  liniitH  in  his  defense  Mint  are  olTerrd.  I  don’l  nee  wlmt  llm  Id-pub 
lieiiim  oun  tfiiin  by  shoving  iiiudem  In  mi  extent  dial  looks  like  a  foregone 
oininhiHion. 

No  mudnr  what  limn  may  think  of  Mr.  JoIiuhoii,  hie  oliiee  in  one  dial 
ou^hl  lo  have  a  pretty  wide  lalilnde  of  opinion.  NnverlheleHH,  (he  trial 
ih  min  (hat  will  he  nlonely  mid  sternly  erilieised  hy  all  (he  eivili/ed 
world.  .  .  ,  Your  brother, 


U\  Sn HUMAN. 
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A l,  lliin  Mmn  I  wrolo  from  \\rnshi n^;(.< »j i : 

Von  noliim  (Im  iiii[K<iu'lniM>nl  |iroroudih^H  liuvn  ronnm'imal.  As  u 
nmi(i»r  of  uoiuxn,  l  have  imlliin^  (o  say  ul»m(  (lu'iii.  It  is  Hlnmjrn  dial  limy 
huvi*  sn  liula  I'lYorl  mi  |niiM's  uml  Imsim-ss.  Tim  slian^Ii’  Im*  Imon  so  Jonfr 
1 1  Hi  I  llu*  olTorl.  Inis  Imrli  1 1  ini -i  i  in  i  ( ci  I .  ,  , 

Tim  I’n’sidonl  wits  vory  un.\ious  |n  snml  you  In  I  .oniHtunu,  uml  only 
^uvi*  il  up  liy  rousoii  of  your  linliim  lion  mu  in  l.  1  In  miolil  |  liink  {lull  your 
visit  lo  Kiii'n|io  imw  was  iinl  I'nusiHlriil  with  (ho  ruusoii  ^ivnii  for  your  n>- 
nminiiin' al.  Si.  l.niiis,  Slill,  on  (his  pniiil  ymi  i-ould  inmlily  usK  his  ■  > | >i 1 1 i < ■  1 1 , 
ami  if  (lint  iinioi’s  with  (IiuiiI'h  you  mn'tl  fnul  tin  dnliumy  in  j',oiii^.  i\n 
iimrii  fuvnmliln  ujijioi  limit  y  nr  (inm  to  visit  Kurojin  will  likely  nurnr. 

linnrml  H lie i’iiui n  I'i^iiuikIimI  : 

I  hardly  Know  whn(  lo  tliinl*  <>f  llm  im|>nunlmmul.  \Vm*  in  Impm  Mr. 

Jultlisnii  wnlilil  III.  iilloWisi  Inlivo  mil  lii-<  lc‘rin,  mu  I  c  ti  >til  if  il  nti  S  |;oni|  will 
Tt'sull  l»y  n  rlmiijn,  for  llm  fnsv  months  still  iioimininy;  of  hio  (min.  A  iiisv 
ruhitmt,  uml  (Im  1'liiiM^i‘s  fonnlimloWnd  1*^  WmlnVi  fimiids.  I  lum;>ti  milmiil 
nlUMi^lu  would  luivn  illHilllli'inhl  filin'  In  do  any  j.(ood.  I  liiivn  u  juivulo  lol 
li>f  from  (iraiil  us  Inin  uh  March  IN,  Iml.  lmsuynnoi  a  word  of  Inn  ] >< •] i I ioi I 
Inti'UtioiiM.  Su  far  iia  |  know,  In*  wntilil  yet  Im  ^lad  of  a  cliati^n  ||m(  w  ould 
I'lialJn  liini  l<>  rnnmin  uh  now.  .  . 

Oil  llio  1371  h  (if  Kobrunry,  IMS,  Mr.  SI.ovodh  muiln  llm  follow- 

iiiK  I'OfioH ; 

II  Tin*  rnllllliidmt  oil  lorotinl  rmd  ioli,  to  whom  Was  )i»fulTi*il,  nil  I  lie  «7lli 
of  January  Iasi,  llm  following  rnnohiliou  : 

"  *  lit.mh'nl,  Thai  (In*  (Miintnil lim  nn  rnooMHlrimdim  la*  unt  Imrizud  In 
iiii|iiii<*  whu(  I'oinliiimliniiH  havn  hri'ii  iniuli*  nr  it ( I c i n 1 1 1 ci I  in  Im  nimli*  lo 
a  d  mi  III  ft  i  III*  dun  i'M'imi  1 1<  ill  of  (hi*  Iuwh  ;  mid  In  I  Iml  nhd  llm  muiiniiUno  Im  \  e 
jinu  ’i'  In  sniid  for  [inomiiH  ami  |m|n*is,  ami  In  <»\umiim  wilmnmos  mi  na(h>  nod 
rn|inrl  (n  | Ids  llmisi*  wlml  in-linn,  if  any,  limy  may  divm  iinn-sHiiiy  ;  uml 
(Iml  said  isiiiiiuillim  liavi*  luavn  In  injiort  at  any  linm.’ 

“And  In  whom  was  also  rnfonnd.  oil  tin*  ”Is(  day  of  li'i<l irnm  S' .  ioMsinl,  a 
I'ommunit'idion  from  Him,  Kdwin  M.  Stanton,  Soniniury  of  War.  dalni I  on 
Haiti  ‘Jlul  day  of  Hnhrtiury,  to^ol ln*r  with  a  ropy  of  a  h-llnr  from  Aminov 
JolniHoii,  I’rnsiilmit  of  (Im  1 'nilci!  Stall's,  In  llm  said  Kdwin  M.  Slanlmi.  uh 
fnllnWH  ; 

Wamiinuhi.s,  I).  I I''i*lirniii  y  lil,  INOS.  ] 

Sin  :  liy  virlnn  of  (In*  jiownr  and  anllmriiv  vi-slnl  in  ni>',  us  I'lvuidmil, 
hy  (In*  I'niiHlIlulinii  unit  lawn  of  llm  I  'iiilud  Stains,  y.m  arn  hmnl  iy  I'omoVi'd 
from  olllm*  us  HiM'ii'lary  for  thn  dnj>aitnmnl  of  war,  and  tour  fnnnliniiM  as 
Himh  will  Inriiiiimh*  iijioii  llm  nmi'int  of  this  noinumninadoit. 

Vmi  will  (rsmsfnr  lt>  timvnl  Alajnr  (iminml  l.omn/o  Thoimis,  Adjutant 
Uonorul  of  lln*  Arinj, ,  who  has  ihis  day  Immi  uutlioi  i/nd  and  «'iu|inwnrnd  (o 
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not  iin  Si'i'inlary  of  War  oit  inti  ri/it,  n\\  ireurdM,  hooka,  papont,  mid  ndmr 
publin  pinpriiy  nmv  in  ymtr  ouslody  and  rlmr/fn. 

Unmindfully  yours, 

AnIUIKW  .InilNhON. 

I  Ion.  Nmvin  M.  Ktanion,  Wasliiii^luii,  I).  0. 

"Anil  It*  whom  was  also  referred  by  dm  llnuso  of  Uopri'seniHlivt'H  (lm 
following  lvsnbilioh,  iiutimly  : 

"*  Hrstiii'nt,  Tlml  Anilrow  Johnson,  i'lvsidonl  nf  (lm  Hiiilnd  Sludm,  lm 
iinpnmlmd  nf  bin'll  ci  iiiii'H  mill  iiiisilntiu'inmix 

II  lluvo  considert'd  llm  Hrvutal  sulijimls  lofm-ml  (o  ilmm,  mid  submit  dm 
following  import : 

“ '  Tlml  in  addition  (n  din  pupoi*  lofniTed  (n  dm  imnmiitlim,  (lm  ouiiiiuiden 
Dntl  dml  dm  )Vrnidrnl,  on  llm  lilnl  day  nf  l'\0)nuuy,  IHIIH,  ni^imd  nnd  issued 
n  miininisHiim  or  lullor  nf  imllinrily  (o  mm  Lorenzo  TlmiimM,  dirnntin^  mid 
nullioiT/iiitf  said  Thomas  In  net  ns  Snerolury  nf  "Win*  ttd  intrrhu,  mid  In  lulco 
possession  nf  (lm  books,  refolds,  mid  pnpem,  mul  nllmi*  ]>u)ilio  property  in 
llm  Win'  dopiivliuoiil,  nf  whieh  llm  following  in  i\  enpy  : 

I'lxia  n'i'ivi:  Mansion,  ) 
Wahiiinutun,  I'Vliniur.v  ill,  IhHH.f 

Mm:— I  Ion.  Kilwln  M.  Si  n  u  ( tin  IihvIuk  bivn  thin  iln.v  mnnvnl  I'lotn  nlllre  hh  hit. 
iflnr.v  I'm' Ilu‘ili>iiiii'lm>'iil  til'  urn, yon  nn>  hereby  midim  i/ril  n imI  <'ini m iu t-ri-il  hi  m-i. 
1 1 h  Mid i>(iiiy  nf  U'ni'  .'ii/  hifriiiit,  nml  will  imniniinlriy  rnhr  ii|imi  Mi < •  ilihrlmrne  nf 
l.lii'  ilntirs  [Ti  l iiiniim  In  I h/i I  nlllrc.  Mr.  Sliiiihui  Iiiih  lii'i'ii  iiH.lrin  h'il  to  IimiikIi'I'  (n 
ymi  nil  Mir  I'tui  iIh,  liniilm,  | m |ioi o,  mul  oilier  ]>nlilir  ]im|iei  ly  now  In  Ms  eiishuly  nml 
Hmrm‘.  I (t<M[ h  i •  | fully  yoiim,  Amhiiiw  .Imi.smiN. 

To  Him vi. t  Ma  ioii  Himiiai.  I.mii  .s/n  Thom. in,  A ■) jut n n  1-  (l<  ni nil  of  i  he  dulled 
Slides  Army,  WiiHMnAhm,  dinh  it  l  of  Ci.lumhin. 

( 1  llli'ln  1  <'o|iy  ivm|ii'1’MHII,v  furnished  I  u  I  Ion.  Kiln  In  M.  SI  uni  mi. 

I..  Tiiomam, 

Hrci  i'imy  of  Wnr  m/  itid'Vhit.' 

"  Kjidir  llm  evidence  enHeefed  by  (lm  ciiMitnillue,  u  liirli  in  bnrntvidi  pro- 
smiled,  nml  in  virlim  of  (lm  powers  with  wli’mli  limy  Imvn  been  invested  by 
Urn  House,  limy  me  of  dm  opinion  dint  Andrew  Johnson,  I 'resident  nf  dm 
l  iiiilnl  Stales,  lm  iinpi'm  hi’d  nf  lii^rli  mimes  mul  misdniiieminin.  They  (Imre* 
fore  ici'niiinmml  (n  (lm  House  dm  ndoplimi  nf  dm  urenmpmiyiii;^  resolution  : 

TiiAhi'iM'H  Stkvknh, 

(ilioinii:  S.  hoi:  I WKI.I., 

■  bill  N  A.  hi  Noil  am, 

<h  T.  ( 1  ni  niiun, 

.InltN  l'\  J''a  IlNMVnimi, 

l‘\  (}.  lillAM  A  N, 

II.  K  1’AtNi:." 

"  Resolution  providing  ftH*  Urn  impeachment  of  Andnuv  Jolmnnii,  1'irhi* 
dunl  nf  (lm  Unilnd  Slulrn  : 

*“  /o 'Hult'ctt,  Thai  AndrrW  .InhiiHnn,  I’lvaidi'iil  nf  dm  1  f nil  -d  ,S(n(rM,  )m 
Impi'arlicd  nf  Iii^|(  ciimrH  mid  iiiiMdniimmim-K  in  oilier.'  " 

On  l.lu'  2.III)  of  l.'dljrtmiy  llm  rcNiilliliiiu  pruviilinn  fur  im- 
poiu'.hmonl'.  wan  adoptml  liy  a  vnln  nf  120  yens  ami  >17  nays. 
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On  t,ho  sumo  clay  Mi'.  Stovons  introduced  the  following  mso- 
Inl.ion,  which  was  agreed  to: 

“  Ifcsoiflrd,  M'lml  ii  uniumillee  nf  Iwn  be  n ppniiiled  In  go  (o  (hn  SeinUr 
mul,  at  Clu>  bur  thereof,  in  ilia  mime  nf  ilm  1  louse  nf  Ue|)ivunn(u(-ive.*  mid  nf 
nil  llm  people  of  (1m  IJiiifed  Slne-s,  (o  imjmueli  Andrew  Jnliusnn,  Presideiil 
nf  llm  United  Scale*,  of  Itigb  crimes  and  misdenmuiini-H  in  nllh-n,  utid 
iiequiiint  llm  Soimlo  flml  (1m  House  nf  Uejiresenlulive.s  will,  in  dim  ( i i mo, 
exhibit  pnrliouiur  nrlielcH  nf  iinpeiielmmiu  ngniusl  him  and  make  gum  I  llm 
smile  ;  anti  llnil  llm  eniiunillee  do  demand  llial  llm  Simula  (uko  older  Ini-  (Im 
iipjn'unuu'0  nf  wild  Andrew  .InlitiHnii  (n  answer  In  said  iinpearliiuenl. 

“  /,'cxffh'f  </,  Tlml  u  enuimil lee  of  unveil  Im  appended  In  prepare  and 
report  nrln-leK  of  impeachment  against  Andrew  .Johnson,  President  nf  (he 
1  f nili'd  Slides,  'with  power  In  send  fur  persons,  papers.  and  records,  mul  In 
lalcn  testimony  under  nuili.” 

Tlm  speaker  limn  announced  llm  following  eonimiki ooh 
mulin'  these  resolutions : 

UnnimiUon  Ui  coinmmiieiiln  In  da*  Nciinlo  (Im  lU'i'um  of  llm  i  I  mum  order¬ 
ing  nil  iinpeiudnnenl  of  llm  President  nf  (Im  Uniled  Slides:  TlmddouH 
Klovims,  nf  Pennsylvania,  and  John  A.  Uinglmin,  nf  Ohio. 

UonunilUm  to  declare  arlioles  of  impeachment  against  llm  President  of 
llm  United  Killies  :  (ienrgo  K,  Bmilwell,  of  Massuelmsel In  5  TlnuMmis 
SlnvimH,  nf  Ponnsylvania ;  John  A.  Binglmiu,  nf  Ohio  ;  .lames  l‘\  Wilson,  nf 
Iowa;  .Inlm  A.  Logan,  nf  Illinois;  George  \Y.  Julian,  of  indiauu  ;  and 
Hamilton  Ward,  of  New  York. 

Tint  trial  of  Huh  iinpoaehnionl.  by  tlm  Stand  o  was  an  impos¬ 
ing  ^puulaclo,  which  excited  profound  intern'd.  during  i f s  con¬ 
tinuance.  U.  was  hood  developed  that  tlm  gravamen  of  tlm 
charges  was  toil.  Urn  removal  of  Stanton,  ldtl.  wns  tlm  u.l.f.n 1 1  ifil^ 
ol:‘  Mm  lYesidonk  to  force  General  Lorenzo  Thomas  into  a  high 
ollieo  without  thn  tulvico  and  consent  of  Mitt  Simula. 

In  tlm  trial  of  this  impeachment  1  wislmd  to  hi',  mul  I  Mi  ink 
1  was,  uhsol uloly  impartial.  I  lilted  llm  IVesidenl  iicr.soim.lly 
ami  hnrlioroci  against  him  none  of  Urn  prejudice  mul  tmimusil v 
of  Homo  otliors.  1  know  Im  wns  hold  and  rush,  heller  lil.lod  for 
l.lto  .storms  of  political  life  Hum  llm  gruvn  responsibilities  of 
tho  chief  magistrate  of  a  groat  country.  1 1  i.s  education,  such 
ns  it  was,  wns  acquired  lull'  in  life,  whim  Ids  Hammier  was 
Conned  and  liis  habits  lixc.cl.  Still,  his  mind  wns  vigorous  and 
Ills  hotly  .strong,  and  when  thoroughly  aroused  Im  was  an  uhlo 
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speaker;  his  language  was  fiireihle  and  npl.  ami  his  iiillneimo 
nv('i-  a  popular  ituilioni'Ci  was  ell'erl  i v < > .  I  disliked  above  all 
Idlings  1.0  lio  a  judge  in  his  ruse.  I  know  seme  id  my  nssneinles 
with  uli'i'iuly  iiguinsl.  Ilm  ITesideid,  mid  others  worn  ns  docidod 
in  his  I'avor.  I  resoluUily  iiiiuln  up  ni.v  mind,  so  far  as  human 
nut uro  would  udmil,  l<>  fairly  hoar  and  imparl inlly  consider 
all  Min  nvidnni'o  produced  and  all  Ilm  iirgnmoids  iinidn. 

Tim  coimsol  for  Ilm  I’rnsidmil.  worn  I lonry  Nlunhory,  II.  H. 
(ktrlis,  .Inromiidi  H.  Mark,  William  M.  Kvarls,  William  S,  (Iruns- 
lirrk,  mid  Thomas  A.  H.  Nelson.  Thn  liuumgors  on  tlm  pari,  of 
Ilm  Hoimo  of  ItnprosoiiUil.ivon  worn  .lolm  A.  Bingham,  (Icorgn 
S.  Itoul.woll,  damns  I1'.  Wilson,  John  A.  finnan,  Thomas  Wil¬ 
liams,  lkinjiiinin  K.  Unite  and  Tlniddons  Stevens.  Tim  I  rial 
lasted  nearly  two  months,  was  ably  rniidimtod  on  bolli  sides, 
and  oiiilnd  by  l.lm  nnpiiU.n!  of  Ilm  President,  on  Ilm  eleventh 
article  of  impeachment,  by  a  void  of  115  guilty  and  III  mil.  guilty. 
Tw'o-lhirds  of  those  voting  mil  having  pronomio.nd  “guilty,"  ns 
rnipiirod  by  I  lm  ronsl  il  ill  ion,  Ilm  I’rnsidnnl.  was  iiripiitlcil  upon 
lliis  article.  Two  ol lmr  arliidns  worn  volnil  on  with  Ilm  sumo 
result.  Thoronpon,  on  Ilm  hlil  li  day  of  May.  ISIS,  Ilm  Somile 
sil  ling  ns  a  mini  of  impenrhnionl  ndjonrimd  w i I  hold.  day. 
Mr.  Slim  I  ol  i  resigned  and  (lonoral  Krlmlinld  linranm  Snrrolnrv 
of  War. 

I  volnil  for  cun vii’l.ion  for  Ilm  masons  slalnil  in  Ilm  opin¬ 
ion  given  by  me.  I  have  rarofnlly  reviewed  lliis  opinion  and 
am  enl.irely  ('.onloiil,  willi  il.  I  slaled  in  Ilm  beginning  my 
desire  l.o  consider  I  he  ruse  wilhonl.  bins  or  feeling.  I  ipiole  in 
fall  Mm  opening  paragraphs: 

"TliitH  <mtiNn  muni  Im  tlnoiiU'i]  upon  ilm  rciiHniiH  iiml  pivNiimpliniiH  wlimh 
iiy  liiw  apply  In  nil  otlmr  ciiuiiiml  nrniNiilioitH.  in  iilinrl  In  ilm 

olllniul  Hf ul it )i i  of  (Im  ri'hjmh'li'iil,  him!  In  Ilm  iiliitu<In  nf  ilm  sjmaK- 

in^  in  llii'  imiim  nf  nil  (Im  proplo  nf  tlm  l  Niilml  Si  it  (  cm.  I(  nniv  tloin»tiuln  of 
lint  Si'imli'  llio  llpplinlliuli  in  lliis  nf  ilm  piiimipli-M  iilnl  Ml fi'jniim In 

provided  fur  ovory  Imiimn  imin^  nmisnd  nf  erinm.  Km*  Ilm  propm*  nppli- 
uulimi  of  (Ih'ho  jtiiimiiilcH  wo  oursolvos  nm  on  (liul  Imfnin  ilm  lmr  nf  |inliliti 
opinion.  Tlm  novmiy  of  Huh  proivodinp;,  Ilm  hisluriniil  olnuimlir  of  (Im 
Iriid,  and  ilm  Kruvu  iiilniuMls  involved,  only  dimpou  (Im  nlili^niinii  of  (Im 
Hjicoiu]  null)  wo  Inivo  (uknii  (n  do  impiininl  jusliun  imnonlinp;  to  ilm  t'otiHlilic 
lion  und  Iuvvh. 


Tin'  villi'  ill'  llu*  Sfiiuli\Hillii>si  ns  a  lllitli  Ciiiii'l  til'lmpi'mli 
iiii'n)  (in'  tin'  (rial  i>(  ^MJiUUWJMffiW^Stl’i'i'Hiili'ii)  ii(  I  In' 
I'nili'il  ■SiiilcH,ii|iim  Kit'  lltli  ,~itil  mill  ,‘iril  Ai'l  ii-li'H . 
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“And  this  case  must  be  tried  upon  the  charges  now  made  by  tho  TIouso 
of  Representatives.  Wo  oaunot  considor  ollior  offenses.  An  appoal  is  made 
to  the  conscience  of  each  Senator  of  guilty  or  not  guilty  by  tho  President 
of  olevon  spooifio  offenses.  In  answering  this  appeal  a  Senator  cannot  jus¬ 
tify  himself  by  publio  opinion,  or  by  political,  porsonal,  or  partisan  demands, 
or  oven  grave  considerations  of  publio  polioy.  His  conscientious  conviction 
of  the  truth  of  theso  oharges  is  tho  only  test  that  will  justify  a  vordict  of 
guilty.  God  forbid  that  any  other  should  prevail  horo.  In  forming  this 
conviction  wo  aro  not  limited  merely  (n  liio  rules  of  evidence,  which,  by  tho 
experience  of  ages,  have  boen  found  best  adapted  to  tho  trial  of  offenses  in 
the  cloublo  tribunal  of  court  and  jury,  but  wo  may  seek  light  from  history, 
from  porsonal  knowledge,  and  from  all  sources  that  will  loud  (o  form  a  con¬ 
scientious  oonviolion  of  tho  truth.  And  wo  are  not  bound  to  technical  defi¬ 
nitions  of  oritnos  and  misdomoanors. 

“A  willful  violation  of  tho  law,  a  gross  and  palpablo  breach  of  moral 
obligations  tending  to  unfit  an  ofiioor  for  the  proper  disohargo  of  his  office, 
or  to  bring  the  office  into  publio  contempt  and  derision,  is,  when  charged 
and  proven,  an  impeachable  offonso.  And  the  naturo  and  oriminality  of 
tho  offense  may  depend  on  (he  official  eliarnotor  of  the  accused.  A  judge 
would  bo  hold  (o  higher  official  purity,  and  an  exooulivo  ufficor  to  a  stricter 
obsorvanoe  of  the  letter  of  tho  law.  Tho  President,  bound  as  a  oitizen  to 
obey  tho  law,  and  specially  sworn  to  oxeouto  the  law,  may  proporly,  in  his 
high  office  as  oliifif  magistrate,  bo  hold  to  a  stricter  responsibility  than  if  his 
example  was  less  dangerous  to  the  publio  safoty.  Still,  to  justify  tho  con¬ 
viction  of  the  President  there  must  bo  speoifio  allegations  of  somo  orimo  or 
misdemeanor  involving  moral  turpitude,  gross  misconduot,  or  a  willful  vio¬ 
lation  of  law,  and  the  proof  must  bo  such  ns  to  satisfy  tho  conscionco  of  tho 
truth  of  the  charge. 

“  Tim  principal  oharges  against  tho  President  are  that  ho  willfully  and 
purposely  violated  (ho  constitution  and  the  laws,  in  the  order  for  the  re¬ 
moval  of  Mr.  Stanton,  and  in  the  order  for  tho  appointment  of  Genera! 
Thomas  as  Secretary  of  War  ad  wlerim.  These  two  orders  were  con¬ 
temporaneous —  part  of  tho  same  transaction  —  but  are  dislinot  acts,  and  are 
made  tho  basis  of  separato  artiolos  of  impeachment.” 

I  stated  tlie  grounds  of  my  conviction  that  tho  action  of 
the  1’residont,  in  placing  Lorenzo  Thomas  in  chargo  of  the 
offico  of  Secretary  of  War,  without  tho  advice  and  consent  of 
tho  Senate,  was  a  clearly  illegal  act,  committed  for  tho  pur¬ 
pose  of  obtaining  control  of  that  office.  I  hold  that  the  Presi¬ 
dent  lmd  the  power  to  removo  Secretary  Stanton,  but  that  lie 
had  not  the  power  to  put  anyone  in  his  place  unless  the  per¬ 
son  appointed  was  confirmed  by  tho  Senate. 


Did  llio  net,  lit  Jlinr.li  U,  IMw,  nnnnioiily  Known  us  mo 
“tenure  of  ollieo  iio.l.,”  confer  lliis  milhorityV  thi  the  con¬ 
trary,  it.  iiluiuly  prohihils  all  lein|iocavy  appointments  cx- 
us  .spiiciiilly  provided  foe.  Tho  third  section  repeals  Hie 
constitutional  authority  of  the  I’rcsiilenl.  lo  (ill  nil  vacancies 
happening  (hiring  llio  coeess  of  l  lin  Soualo  liy  ileal  li  or  rcsignu- 
tioii,  ami  provides  Mini,  if  no  appoint nionl.  is  nindo  during  llio 
following  session  to  lilt  such  vaeiine.y,  the  ollieo  sliall  colnaiu  in 
alinyiinro  until  an  agipointliient  is  duly  made  mid  c.nnlirniod,  anil 
provision  ismailo  for  tlio  discharge  of  file  duties  of  the  ollieo  in 
tlio  liioantinio.  Tlio  second  seetion  provides  for  fliciHiispension 
of  an  ollieor  during  tlio  roeess,  and  for  a  fniniiomry  appoint¬ 
ment  i litriwj  Ihe  inmn.  'I’ll is  power  was  exercised  and  fully  ox- 
lianstod  liy  tlio  suspension  of  Mr.  Stanton  until  restored  l>y  Uin 
Senate,  in  coin  pi  in  nee  with  the  law.  No  authority  whaiever 
is  eonferred  liy  this  net.  for  any  lonipnrury  ii.ppninl  ininit  during 
the  session  of  the  Seiiulo,  lint,  on  the  eontrary,  such  nil  ap¬ 
pointment  is  plainly  iiir.inisislent  with  Ihe  aid,  and  could  not 
he  inferred  or  implied  from  if.  The  sixth  seetion  I'arlher  pro¬ 
vides: 

“Tliul  nvci'V  ii'iiinvul,  a | a } it >i 1 1 1 1 iu >i i f ,  np  tunplnyiiuuil .  imuli-,  liiul,  nr  ** \ t*r 
rniiiniry  (<>  ( In*  pmviHioiiK  of  tbi*  m*l,  uml  (In*  limiting;, 
ifi^,  (Knm(»)ini^’Niri^,1  or  mmiintf  "f  any  mtuiiimMim  or  lrf(rrof  uiidtnrify  for. 
or  in  ivnprol  In,  any  Himli  uppnihliuciil  or  iunplnymrM(.  hluill  lm 
and  urn  litwliy  <Wlun><l  lo  lo<,  liij-h  miMltuiii'iiiiur*,  uml,  upon  (rial  mitl  *■< m 
violimi  llmroof,  I'Vfry  pi'iHnii  guilty  llirti-of  mIhiII  Ih<  pun i^>! jim!  by  a  linn  not 
oxfiei'cliifp;  $1(1,000,  or  by  imprixutirm'ril  not  uxrei'iliiij'  lint  yearn,  or  ImOi 
miul  jtnnihliimuilH,  in  (In'  tliserotioii  <»T  (lie  eonrl.” 

This  language  is  plain,  explicit,  uml  was  inserled  lint  only 
to  priiliiliil;  all  lemporary  iippniiiluionls  except  during  llie 
recess,  and  in  the  mode  provided  for  in  I  he  second  seel  ion,  lull 
the  unusual  ennrsn  was  liilieu  of  ullixing  a  penalty  lo  n  hnv 
(Inlining  the  ollieial  duly  of  llio  I'vesidenl.  The  origiunl  hill 
did  not  contain  penal  clauses;  hid.  it  was  ohjerled  in  Ihe  Sen¬ 
ate  that  the  President  laid  already  disregn riled  miiiidalory  pro¬ 
visions  of  law,  and  would  this;  and  llierefore,  nfler  dehale, 
tlioso  penal  sections  were  added  lo  secure  ohedienre  lo  the 
law,  and  to  givo  to  it.  tho  highest  sanction. 
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I  quoto  my  view  of  the  action  of  the  President: 

“  Was  not  this  aot  willfully  violated  by  the  President  during  the  session 
of  the  Senato? 

“  It  appears,  from  the  lettor  of  the  President  to  General  Grant, fioui  his 
conversation  with  General  Sherman,  and  from  his  answer,  that  ho  had 
formocl  a  fixed  resolve  to  get  rid  of  Mr.  Stanton,  and  fill  the  vacancy  with¬ 
out  Clio  advice  of  (lie  Senato.  lie  might  have  secured  a  new  Secretary  of 
War  by  sending  a  proper  nomination  to  (he  Senate.  This  ho  neglected 
and  refused  to  do.  lie  cannot  ullogo  that  the  Senato  refused  to  relievo  him 
fmm  an  obnoxious  minister.  lie  could  not  say  that  the  Senato  refused  to 
confirm  a  propor  appointee,  for  ho  would  make  no  appointment  to  them. 
The  Scutate  had  declared  that  the  reasons  assigned  for  suspending  Mr.  Stan¬ 
ton  clicl  not  make  the  case  required  by  the  tenure  of  offico  act,  but  I  affirm 
ns  my  conviolion  that  the  Senate  would  hnvo  confirmed  any  one  of  a  great 
number  of  patriotic  citizens  if  nominated  to  the  Senato.  I  cannot  resist  (he 
conclusion,  from  the  evidence  before  us,  that  lie  was  resolved  to  obtain  a 
vaonney  in  (ho  department  of  war  in  such  a  way  that  ho  might  1111  the 
vacancy  by  an  appointment  without  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  and  in  viola¬ 
tion  of  (he  constitution  and  Clio  law.  This  was  tho  purpose  of  tho  offer  to 
General  Shot-man.  This  was  the  pm-poso  of  tho  appointment  of  Genoral 
Thomas.  If  lie  Intel  succeeded  as  ho  hoped,  ho  could  have  changed  Ins 
temporary  appointment  at  plonsure,  and  thus  huvo  defied  (ho  authority  of 
the  Senate  and  tho  mandatory  provisions  of  tho  constitution  and  tho  law. 
1  cannot  in  any  other  way  acoount  for  his  rohisal  to  send  a  nomination  to 
tho  Senate  until  aftor  the  uppoinfmont  of  Goiiornl  Thomas.  Tho  removal 
of  Mr.  Stanton  by  a  now  appointment,  confirmed  by  tho  Sonato,  would  liavo 
complied  with  tho  constitution.  Tho  absolute  removal  of  Mr.  Stanton 
would  have  oreated  a  temporary  vacancy,  but  tho  Sonato  was  in  session  to 
share  in  tho  appointment  of  nnothor.  An  (id  interim  appointment,  without 
authority  of  law,  during  tho  session  of  tho  Sonato,  would  place  tho  dopart- 
mont  of  war  at  his  oontrol  in  dofianco  of  tho  Sonato  and  tho  law,  and  would 
have  sot  an  evil  oxaiuplo,  dangerous  to  tho  public  safety  —  one  which,  if 
allowed  to  pass  unchallenged,  would  place  the  President  abovo  and  beyond 
tho  law. 

**  The  olaim  now  made,  that  it  was  tho  solo  dosiro  of  the  President  to 
test  tho  constitutionality  of  tho  tonuro  of  ofllco  aot,  is  not  supported  by  rea¬ 
son  or  by  proof.  Ho  might,  in  August  last,  or  at  any  time  since,  without 
an  ucl  interim  appointment,  have  tested  (his  law  by  a  writ  of  quo  warranto. 
JIo  might  have  done  so  by  an  order  of  removal,  and  a  refusal  of  Mr.  Stan¬ 
ton’s  requisitions.  Ho  might  have  done  so  by  assigning  a  bond  of  a  depart¬ 
ment  to  tho  plaoo  made  vacant  by  tho  order  of  removal.  Such  was  not  his 
purpose  or  expectation.  Ho  expootecl  by  tho  appointment  of  Genoral  Sher¬ 
man  at  once  to  got  possession  of  tho  war  department,  so  when  General 
Thomas  was  appointed  titer©  was  no  suggestion  of  a  suit  at  law,  until  the 
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imoxpeetod  resistance  of  Mr.  Stanton,  supported  bj  tbo  action  of  tbe  Sen¬ 
ate,  iudicated  that  as  the  only  way  loft.” 

It  is  difficult  to  convoy,  by  extracts,  a  correct  idea  of  a  care¬ 
fully  prepared  opinion,  but  this  statement  shows  my  view  of  the 
case,  and,  entertaining  it,  I  felt  bound,  with  innch  regret,  to  vote 
"guilty”  in  responso  to  my  name,  but  1  was  entirely  satisfied 
with  the  result  of  the  vote,  brought  about  by  the  action  of 
several  Republican  Senators,  There  was  some  disposition  to 
arraign  these  Senators  and  to  attribute  their  action  to  corrupt, 
motives,  but  there  was  not  the  slightest  ground  for  these  impu¬ 
tations.  Johnson  was  allowed  to  serve  out  his  term,  but  there 
was  a  sense  of  relief  wlion  General  Grant  was  sworn  into  office 
as  President  of  the  United  States. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

The  Fortieth  Congress. 

Degfialatum  During  tlio  Tivo  Yeutvi  —  Further  Reduction  ol  Uio  Currency  by  the 
fti*crotury  Prohibited  — Report  of  tlm  CoinmUten  oi  Conference— Hill  for  Re¬ 
funding  the  National  Debt — Amounted  to  $2, 089,882, 572. (JS  on  De¬ 
cember  1,  1807  —  Resumption  of  Specie  Payments  Recommended  — 
Refunding  Bill  in  t.lio  .Senate  —  Change  in  My  Views  —  Relmte 
Participated  in  by  Nearly  Kerry  Senator  —  Why  the  Bill 
Failed  to  Become  n  Lmv  — llroncli  Between  Congress 
niul  tlm  President,  paralyzes  legislation  —  Nomina¬ 
tion  and  Election  of  Grant,  for  President  — Kin 
Correspondence  with  General  Sherman. 

DUKTNG  the  40t,k  Congress,  extending  from  the  4th  of 
March,  1867,  to  the  4th  of  March,  18(iil,  the  chief  sub¬ 
jects  of  debate  were  tlio  contraction  of  the  currency, 
the  refunding  of  the  public  debt,  the  payment  of 
IT nited  States  notes  in  coin,  and  a  revision  of  the  laws  impos- 
ing  internal  taxation  and  duties  on  imported  goods. 

Early  in  the  first  session  of  this  Congress,  the  opposition  of 
the  peoplo  to  tho  policy  of  contraction,  constantly  pressed  by 
Secretary  McCulloch,  became  so  imperative  that  both  Houses 
determined  to  take  from  him  all  power  to  diminish  the  volunio 
of  currency  then  in  circulation.  On  tho  5th  of  December,  1807, 
Robert  C.  Schonck,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  reported  a  bill  in  the  following  words  : 

“  JBc  it  enacted ,  etc..  That  so  much  of  an  act  entitled  “An  aot  to  amend 
an  act  to  provide  ways  and  means  to  support  (ho  government,”  approved 
April  12,  1800,  as  authorizes  tho  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  retiro  United 
Stntos  notes  to  an  amount  not  oxcceding  84,000,000  in  any  ono  month,  is 
hereby  ropealed. 

“  Seo.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  from  and  aftor  tho  pnssago 
of  this  aot  tho  further  reduction  of  tho  currency  by  retiring  or  canceling 
Uiiitod  States  notes  shall  bo,  and  hereby  is,  prohibited." 

This  bill  was  falcon  np  for  consideration  on  the  7th  of 
December,  and,  after  a  brief  debato,  with  iifcfcio  opposition, 
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passed  the  House  by  the  vote  o£  127  yeas  and  32  nays.  It  was 
sent  to  tho  Senate,  referred  to  the  committee  on  financo,  and 
was  carefully  considered.  That  commit, teo,  with  but  two  dis¬ 
senting  voices,  directed  mo  to  report,  the  bill  to  the  Senate  with 
a  single  amendment.  On  tho  9th  of  January,  1808,  1  called  np 
tho  bill  for  consideration,  and  mado  a  brief  explanation,  in 
which  I  said  tho  committee,  after  full  reflection,  had  thought, 
proper  to  rocomniond  tho  passage  of  tho  bill  of  the  Honso  of 
llopresontativos,  in  substance  as  it  was  sent  to  us,  only  chang¬ 
ing  tho  phrasoology.  I  said  that  tho  bill  eontomplated  further 
legislation  during  that  session.  It  was  understood  by  all  that 
Homo  more  comprehensive  measnros  must  be  adopted  dur¬ 
ing  that  session,  but  until  further  legislation  thero  should 
bo  no  more  contraction  of  the  currency.  I  thus  stated  tho 
reasons  which,  in  my  opinion,  justified  tlio  passage  of  tho 
bill : 

“  .First.  It  will  antis fy  tlio  public  mind  tlmt  no  further  contraction  will 
ho  miulo  wlion  industry  is  in  a  mensuro  paralyzed.  Wo  Injur  tbe  complaint 
from  nil  parts  of  tlio  country,  from  nil  branches  of  industry,  from  every 
.stain  in  tho  Union,  that  industry  for  some  reason  is  paralyzed,  and  that  trade 
uml  enterprise  aro  not  so  well  rewarded  as  they  wore.  Many,  perhaps 
erroneously,  attribute  all  this  to  tlio  contraction  of  tho  onrronoy— a  contrac¬ 
tion  tlinl  1  boliovo  is  unexampled  in  (ho  history  of  any  nation.  $140,000- 
OOD  Imvo  boon  withdvnwn  out  of  §7*37,000,000  in  low  than  two  yours.  Thero 
is  no  oxumplo,  that  J  know  of,  of  such  rapid  contraction.  It  may  bo  wise,  it 
may  ho  beneficial,  but  still  it  has  boon  so  rapid  as  to  oxoito  a  stringonoy 
(hat  is  causing  complaint,  and  I  think  (ho  people  have  a  right  (o  bo  roliovod 
from  that. 

x*  Fwond.  This  bill  will  rostoro  to  the  legislature  their  power  over  tho 
onrronoy,  a  power  loo  important  to  bo  dologatod  to  any  singlo  ollioor  of  the 
government.  I  do  not  wish  to  rouow  tho  discussion  that  occurred  hero  two 
years  ago  on  tlio  pnssugo  of  t ho  law  of  April  12,  18Gb;  but  it  is  still  my 
opinion,  as  it  has  boon  always,  (hat  tho  question  of  tho  amount  of  currency 
ought  to  bo  fixed  by  Congress.  Wo  have  (ho  powor  to  ooin  money,  and  to 
regulate  tlio  value  (hereof.  Wo  havo  coined  money  in  tho  form  of  paper 
inonoy,  and  certainly  tho  powor  of  Congress  in  this  rospeot  ought  not  to  bo 
dologatod  to  any  singlo  olfioor.  If  contraction  ought  to  bo  established  as 
tho  polioy  it  should  1)0  by  Congross,  not  by  tlio  Secretary  of  tho  Treasury, 
and  it  is  not  wiso  to  confer  upon  any  officer  of  tho  govommont  a  powor  of 
this  kind,  which  oau  bo  aucl  may  bo  proporly  controlled  and  limited  by 
Congross. 
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“  T/drd.  Tins  will  strongly  impress  upon  Congress  tho  imperative  duty 
of  noting  wisely  upon  Ihumoiit!  measures,  for  tlio  responsibility  will  then 
rost  ontiroly  upon  Congress,  and  will  not  bo  shared  with  them  by  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Treasury. 

“  Fourth.  It  will  encourage  business  men  to  continue  old,  and  embark 
in  new,  enterprises,  when  they  are  assured  that  no  change  will  bo  made  in 
tlio  measure  of  value  without  tho  open  and  deliberate  consent  of  their 
representatives. 

“  Tlmso  considerations  uro  amply  suflieient  to  justify  this  measure,  but 
it  is  only  preliminary  to  others  of  far  greater  importance  that  must  command 
our  attention.  Theso  involve  — 

“  1.  The  existence  of  tho  bunking  system  of  the  United  States. 

“2.  Tho  time  and  manner  of  resuming  specie  payments. 

“«h  Tim  modo  of  redeeming  tlio  debt  of  the  United  States  and  tbo 
kind  of  money  in  which  it  may  bo  redeemed  5  and,  in  this  commotion,  the 
taxes,  if  any,  dial  may  Im  lovied  upon  tlio  public  creditors. 

“4,  Snob  a  reduction  of  our  expenditures  and  taxes  as  will  relievo  our 
constituents,  as  far  as  practicable,  from  tho  burdens  resulting  from  tho  re¬ 
cent  war.” 

This  led  to  a  long  debate,  which  continued  until  the  I5tli  of 
January,  when  the  bill,  as  amended,  passed  by  a  vote  of  33  yeas 
and  4  nays. 

Theso  decisive  votes  against  contraction  definitely  settled 
the  policy  of  the  govornment  to  retain  in  circulation  tlio  then 
existing  volumo  ol‘  United  Statos  notes.  The  disagreement  be¬ 
tween  tho  two  Houses  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  confer¬ 
ence,  and  the  conferees  roportod  the  hill  in  the  following  form  : 

“lie,  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Tho  use  <f  .Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Conyrcss  assembled , 

“That,  from  and  after  (ho  passage  of  this  aot,  (ho  authority  of  tho  Seo- 
rotary  of  tho  Treasury  to  make  any  reduction  of  tho  eummo}',  by  retiring 
or  oancolmg  United  Slaton  notos,  shall  bo,  and  is  lioroby,  .suspended  J  but 
nothing  heroin  contained  shall  provont  (hn  cancellation  and  destruction  of 
mutilated  United  States  notes,  and  (ho  roplaeiug  of  tho  same  with  notos  of 
tlio  same  charaotor  and  amount.” 

This  hill  was  sont,  to  tlio  President,  and,  not  having  been 
returned  by  him  within  ton  days,  it  becaino  a  law  without  his 
approval,  under  tho  constitution  of  Ulo  United  States. 

On  the  17lh  of  Docombor,  1807,  I  reported  from  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  finance  a  bill  for  refunding  the  national  debt  and 
for  a  conversion  of  tlio  notes  of  tho  United  States.  This  bill 
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was  accompanied  by  an  elaborate  report,  'l'bis  report  was 
carefully  prepared  by  me,  and  met,  I  believe,  tlie  general  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  committee  on  finance.  In  that  Congress  there 
wore  but,  five  Democratic  Sonat.ors,  and  it  so  happened  that  all 
the  members  of  the  committee  on  finance  were  Republicans, 
but  these  represented  widely  different  opinions  on  financial 
subjects.  I  undertook,  in  this  report,  to  deal  in  a  general  way 
with  these  topics.  Upon  a  careful  roadingof  it  now  I  find  hut 
little  that  I  do  not  approve.  The  general  policy  sot  out  in  this 
report  was  subsequently  embodied  into  laws,  hut  the  measures 
relating  to  refunding  tho  debt  and  the  resumption  of  specie 
payments  were  not  adopted  until  several  years  after  the  date 
of  the  report. 

Tho  ascertained  debt  on  the  first  day  of  December,  1867,  as 
stated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  was  $2,639,382,072.68, 
divided  as  follows: 


DIUIT  liKAIil.VU  COIN  INTEREST. 

0  nor  cont.  bonds,  10-40’s  and  old  lives  $200, 032,850  00 

0  itor  coot,  bonds  of  1807  mid  1808.  . .  J4, 000, 041  80 

Oiioroont.  bonds,  1881 .  282,781,500  00 

6  nor  oont.  5-20  bonds .  1,324,412,550  00 

Navy  pension  fund .  13,000,000  00 

- $1,840,307,891  80 

DKllT  REARING  OUllllENUY  INTEREST. 

0  por  oont.  bonds .  18,001,000  00 

3-year  compound  interest  notos .  02,249,300  00 

3-year  7-30  notes .  285,587,100  00 

3  por  cent,  oertifioatos .  12,855,000  00 

• -  $370,292,400  00 

MATURED  I ' HUT  NOT  PRESENTED  POE  PAYMENT. 


3-year  7-30  notes,  due  August  15, 1807  $2,855,400  00 

Compound  intorcst  notos,  matured  Juno 
10,  July  15,  August  15,  and  Octo¬ 
ber  ID,  1807 .  7,005,750  00 

Bonds,  Toxas  indemnity .  200,000  00 

Treasury  notes,  acts  July  17,  1861  and 

prior  thoroto .  103,01 1  04 

Bonds,  April  15,  1842  .  54,001  04 

Treasury  notes,  March  3,  1803  .  808,240  00 

Temporary  loan .  2,880,900  55 

Certificates  of  indebtedness .  31,000  00 


$14,178,303  83 


United  States  notes .  $35(1,212,473  00 

Fmotionftl  ourronoy .  30,020,084  05 

Gold  eortifieates  of  clonosit .  18,401,400  00 

• -  $405,543,857  05 

Total  debt .  $2,030,382,572  08 

Amount  in  treasury,  coin .  $100,000,045  00 

Amount  in  treasury,  enrrenoy .  37,480,175  24 

- 138,170,820  03 

Amount  of  debt  less  ensli  in  trensury .  $2,501,205,751  75 

Besides  the  amounts  thus  stated  there  wore  largo  balances 
duo  t.o  loyal  states,  upon  accounts  not  thou  rendered  or  ascer¬ 
tained,  and  to  individuals  lor  losses  sustained  during  the  war. 

The  ascertained  debt,  consisted  of  twenty  different  forms  of 
liability,  somo  payable  in  coin  and  somo  in  lawful  money. 
Much  of  this  debt  was  duo  on  demand,  but  t.lio  great  body  of 
it  was  payable  in  from  ono  to  twont.y  years,  while  the  unascer¬ 
tained  dobt  was  being  statod  from  time  to  timo  and  had  to  be 
mot  from  accruing  revenues.  Nearly  $>300,000,000  of  debt  had 
been  paid  out,  of  current,  revomio  since  t,ho  close  of  the  war. 
The  first,  recommendation  of  the  committee  was  that  the  debt 
should  be  rofnndod  as  rapidly  as  practicable  into  bonds  bearing 
as  low  a  rato  of  intorost,  as  possible,  payable  in  twenty  or  thirty 
years,  but  redeemable  at  tho  pleasure  of  tho  United  States  in 
five  or  ton  years.  This  recommendation  was  based  on  tho  fixed 
policy  of  tho  government  to  limit  the  duration  of  a  bond  with¬ 
in  a  lifetime,  and  t.lnw  lcavo  it  to  the  option  of  thogovonimont 
to  pay  its  indebtedness  and  to  reduce  tho  rate  of  interest  after 
a  briof  period,  if  tho  condition  of  the  public  revenues  and  of 
the  money  market  should  onablo  it  to  do  so. 

lloro  tho  question  aroso  whether  tho  bonds  known  as  the 
5-20  bonds  could  ho  paid  in  lawful  money  after  the  period  of 
five  years,  when,  by  their  terms,  they  were  redeemable.  Tlieso 
bonds  promised  to  pay  so  many  dollars.  Othor  bonds  wore  spe¬ 
cifically  payable  in  coin,  and  still  other  bonds  woro  payable  in 
lawful  money;  that  is,  in  United  States  notes.  These  notes 
woro  tlion  at,  a  discount,  being  worth  in  tho  markot  about  88 
cents  in  coin.  But  the  notos  were  obligations  of  tho  United 
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States,  and  it  was  the  duly,  and  then  within  the  power  of  t,ho 
United  States,  to  advance  these  notes  to  par  in  coin. 

The  majority  of  the  comniittoo,  I  among  them,  believed 
that  the  United  States  should  not  take  advantage  of  its  own 
wrong,  in  not  redeeming  its  notes  in  coin,  but  should  either 
advance  theso  notes  to  par  in  coin,  or  pay  its  bonds  in  coin. 
The  committeo,  therefore,  recommended  that  both  the  notes 
and  bonds  should  bo  receivod  in  exchange  for  tho  funding 
bonds,  and  that  the  notes  should  be  reissued  and  maintained 
at  par  with  coin,  and  lie  supported  by  a  reserve  of  coin  amplo 
to  maintain  the  notes  at  par  with  coin.  In  other  words,  tho 
United  States  would  resnmo  specie  payments.  The  committeo 
expressed  tho  opinion  that,  with  the  system  of  taxation  then 
in  existence,  this  policy  of  refunding  and  resumption  could  be 
maintained,  and  that  the  rate  of  interest  then  paid  could  be 
reduced  to  four  or  five  per  cent,.,  and  tho  money  then  in  circu¬ 
lation  would  he  kept  at,  par  with  coin  at  tho  cost  only  of  t.lio 
interest  oil  the  bullion  and  coin  held  to  meet  any  notes  pre¬ 
sented  for  redemption.  Tho  committee  also  roeommomled 
that,  the  internal  atul  tariff  taxes  bo  rovised  to  correct,  irregu¬ 
larities  or  defects,  and  to  repeat  such  as  were  oppressive. 

While  the  committee  opposed  any  contraction  of  the  cur¬ 
rency  it  also  opposed  any  increaso  of  it.  Tho  genoral  theory 
of  the  report  was  to  advauco  both  bonds  and  notes  to  par  in 
coin,  and  to  issue  bonds  in  such  form  and  terms  that  tho  gov¬ 
ernment  could  redeem  them,  or  renew  them  at,  lower  rales  of 
interest. 

The  report,  states : 

“Your  uommittoo  nro  thoroforo  of  opinion  tlint  no  lognl  tendon  notes, 
beyond  tho  amount  now  limited  by  law,  should  bo  issued  under  any 
pressuro  of  tinaneitil  or  political  necessity  until  tlioy  are  convertible  into 
gold  ancl  silvor.  Our  duty  is  to  eluvnlo  tho  ‘ greenback,’  tho  standard  of 
national  credit,  to  tho  standard  of  gold,  tho  money  of  (ho  world.  Until 
then  wo  are  not  on  a  substantia]  foundation.  Lot  us  make  thu  dollar  of  our 
promise  in  tlto  pocket  of  a  laboring  man  oqual  to  tho  dollar  of  our  mill t. 
The  vapidity  of  the  process  is  a  question  of  public  policy.  It  may  bo  by 
gradually  diminishing  tho  volume  of  currency,  or  bo  left  at  its  present 
amount  until  increased  business  or  improved  credit  firing  it  up  to  tho 
specie  standard.” 
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Thu  nifmidiiiK  hill  wits  I  iiIcimi  up  by  I  ho  Soiutto  cm  llm  i27l.li 
id  Kulii'imry,  iHliH,  ami  was  fully  ilisciissci!  by  mu.  Atliw  .slali- 
iiiH  i Is  (jmiui'ul  ubjcc.ls  I  sniil : 

*•  1 1  in  willi  this  \ii-\v,  mid  «*•! nultul  ! i y  Miin  |*riimi|i|o,  (lint  (In'  roniinilloc 
mi  li niniiM'  haw  i •  i \** n< *i l  to  male*  lliin  hill  n  hill  of  nd’rnf,  lunlufiii^,  if 
|invsilili»,  c ’ 1 1 1 1 h I.'t ( t ‘ 1 1 1  with  llm  public  fuidi,  lln>  inli'ii-Hl  nf  (ho  j.idilio  dnlit, 
mill  mvino  iiii’miHnil  value  In  United  Slnli-M  iiuIi'h.  Wo  limn  oiideimm’d 
in  diin  hill  (n  m-cumjiliHli  thron  insulin:  Kiral,  tn  irdneo  tlm  lain  of  irilttrcsl. 
willi  llm  voluntary  I’niisi-ul  nf  dm  holders  of  our  NociirilieH  ;  Keomid,  In  mulct* 
a  distiiml  j .i « •  \ini> -I i  fnr  dm  piiyuiciU  *’f  dm  public  debt  ;  anti  (liird,  In  ^ivn 
increased  vidim  In  Ihiitrd  Slates  holes,  nml  In  provide  fur  n  nimliial  ro* 
*i > ill 1 1 1 1  ii 1 1 1  i if  specie  | iii \  iimiil'*.  All  these  nil-  olijeeta  adliiilti’d  fti  ln<  of  (he 
liijdn,"l  impel  I  a  nrn.  'I'lm  nldv  ijilestion  is,  wlmllmr  dm  measure  proposed 
lends  In  >ln | >1  i--|]  lln •in." 

I  limit  iploled  lli(>  ( '  \  it  n  1 1 1 1  ( •  nl'  Mil'  United  Slides  ninl  II  i'i<:il, 
Hnluin  \w  vednrhm  llit‘  mil'  nf  iulmvst  mi  public.  Noonrilios.  1 
dn  iiul  approve  nil  !  silid  ill  I  lull,  speech.  11  1ms  1  mmmi  IYo- 
(|iienl  ly  (piofeii  us  lining  iimnusislnul  willi  my  (ipininns  mid  tic- 
I  ion  id  n.  Inler  period.  Ilisniore  impni'lunl  In  l>n  ritfhl  limn 
In  ho  consisleiil.  [  I  hen  proposed  I  n  use  (  hit  doiild.  expressed 
by  muny  people  us  In  Hit'  vi^lil.  nf  Hit'  novnrnninnt.  in  redeem 
llm  5  ‘Jll  bonds  in  llm  letful  lender  money  in  cinmlul inn  whim 
I Im  Imnds  were  sold,  ns  an  iudimomonl  lo  llm  holders  of  bonds 
In  rniivorl  ilium  into  seeurilies  lii'it rinp;  n  less  mli'  of  iulore.sl 
Inti  specilindly  payable  in  coin.  1 1  pun  Ibis  policy  I  (dumped 
my  opinion.  1  licrnnio  cmivinciMi  llud,  il  was  uoillmr  vii'lil. 
nor  expedient  (n  pay  Ibese  bonds  in  lummy  less  Yidmdiln  Hum 
coin,  (bid  (In*  yovernnieiil  oiipdii.  uo(.  In  lulu  mhiiiiliipe  of  ils 
implied  In  rcsnmu  specie  puymouls  uflnr  llm  witr  wits  over,  liy 
refusiii#  (liu  puynuml.  nf  lln*  Imnds  willi  coin.  I  aided  mi  ( Ids 
rnnvicliim  when  yours  nfl crwnnls  Urn  resumption  ncl  was 
ndopled,  mid  iho  heiielieiid  resiills  from  Ibis  uc.lion  fully  ju.sli- 
lied  my  diiui^i1  of  opinion. 

Thodnhido  on  I  bis  bill  Wits  purl  iripidod  in  J  »y  nuurly  ovur.V 
Suniilor,  and  Wits  coneeded  In  ho  llm  mnsl  rmnprnlmnsivo  und 
iiislrnclivo  tlolmlo  on  limnic'ml  ipmslions  fornmny  yours. 

Tbo  bill,  as  il  (bon  si  owl,  auHinir/od  llm  Norrolury  of  llm 
Treasury  In  issuo  ro^islored  or  coupon  bonds  nf  llm  Uniled 
Slides,  in  snob  form  tutd.  nf  such  denoniinitliniis  as  ho  mipdd. 
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Mm  rurreuey  should  orrur;  and  if  was  well  sollled,  lliou^h  tml. 
(Unbodied  in  law,  flail,  no  quesMon  would  lie  mudn  us  lo  llio 
pnynnnd.  of  bonds  in  coin. 

Whiln  Congress  was  drifliiitf  lo  a.  sound  1  i iiuiiria I  policy, 
fho  Kresideul.  and  his  Serrelurv  of  I  ho  Treasury  worn  widn- 
ly  divergent,  Iho  former  in  favor  of  repudiidion,  and  fho 
laid  nr  in  favor  of  paying  and  rnneelinp;  all  Moiled  Slides 
nolos. 

Krosideuf 'Johnson,  in  his  las!  annual  message  lo  I 'impress, 
on  Ihn  illh  of  Meremher,  l  KISS,  suhslaid ially  recommended  a. 
mondial  ion  of  lla*  hoods  of  I  ho  Knifed  Slides,  as  follows: 


ii  fiiiatimi  la*m  limn  Havaiilaan  yaiuv.  Tliif,  in  amiiiaalinn  willi  ilia  ot ln>i- 
mlviin(ii^iv.i  fiiini  ilu'ir  invaMmaul,  u •  •  1 1 1 ■  l  iilfurd  In  dm  pnhlia  au-d- 

ilnrn  u  fail'  and  liharnl  mii | i ■  »it ll< >n  fur  (ha  ima  i»f  ihair  capilal,  imd  willi 
fllin  j|ii>Y  mIm  ill  It  1  In*  Hiilmilad.  Tlio  Ii^hhiih  nf  ilia  jhiM  luliinnii'h  ilia  Icliilar 
llml  il  in  iiol  wall  (■■  lia  mar  nnviiim.  in  nMirlinj'  fmm  ilia  bi.iinnat’  li^id 
aimipliunaa  witll  ilia  lallar  nf  ilia  linlul." 

While  Ilio  l,n,si(h‘id.  wished  lo  apply  I  ho  iuleresl.  on  lla* 
Moiled  Slides  hoods  (o  (he  redeinpfiou  of  Ihe  principal,  llm 
Secrefary  of  fho  Treasury  was  pressing  for  fho  resforafhai  of 
flu*  specie  slaudard.  I  quote  from  his  repoii  io  Congress, 
urnile  on  llm  same  day  Mai  message  of  Ilio  I’residenl,  was 
stud,  us: 

M  Till'  II  I'M  llinl  lltiiHl  i  ill  ]  i<  til  li  1 1 1  nf  llia^a  Hlaltsni'aH  u)a  I  liana  W  liicli  dmil 
lirih^  iilnml,  willnml  u 1 1 1 1 r \  dahiy,  ilia  ranlonilii.ii  nf  (ha  npi-aia  Mnnd- 
nrd.  Tha  ii i hi i ic i u  1  itilliaiill ii-H  undar  vshirli  ilia  eoimliv  w  lalmiin^  muy  lie 
Inland  iliraally  hi  ilia  i»ama,  mnl  aunt  imiimaa  in  aiiaulatinn,  nf  ii  n-daaiindila 
jir.niiinai  iih  luufill  liiMiiav,  Tha  aouiiliy  will  hoi  ha  lrnll\'  luul  lalmhly 


|mrl  ini  ]  v  A  n  mi  I  (•in  ii'iii'\  i"  lli"  lif"l'l"'"l  "f  n  i  "iiniii-iiiiil 

mi  I  inn.  If  lliis  in  ili‘lni"i"l  tin’  \i  Imli’  flu  i  i’ii  I  "f  il->  i'i  'iiiini'i .  'in  l  lifu  iiiii'.i  1 1,' 
ilimmli'ii'il  mu!  inimuliu'.  Tin-  Mini  linir  ] " 'I ii*  m  I I'fm  iiihImi  \  li*.; i'.lul inn 
nnliit  In- lii'i".  ( )ur  ili’liii”i'il  i'iii'ii'iii'I  mil'll  If  ii-lii.'.l  nr  |-ui"'''l  In  Ilf  j.n r 
uf  Hjii'i'ii',  nr  i'i  "ii  m"  I"  If  In  iv  Till  liii'iii'i ,  If  full'  Mili-'liniliiil  |  ii  .ii»  ri-Mii 
lllllil.i  willl  nllli'l'  li'f.il  111"." 

Ilmlnr  lliesu  i-i ii'ii him! ii >m,  jl  wan  linn i i Ti v-.l  Hull  uu  u  isu 
liimlii'iu!  li'jcislalinii  cnulil  In'  smciiimiI  mil il  ( !<>iii<iiiI  Hr, ml 
shlllllil  liiM'.illmi  I'll'siili'lll  ill  Him  1 '  ll  ill'll  SI  il  I  I'M. 

TIim  I i 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 lii ' 1 1  ii  i iii I  ji uni  I  ci ii i \  Mill  it iii  mi'l  ill  Him  ril  l  uf 
I'liinij'ii,  nil  Him  ‘Jlltli  nf  May,  IKIiS.  ||.  ilncliu  ml  ils  ii|i|HnMil 
llf  lllll  I'ccuusl  I'lll'l  inll  |mliry  nf  ( ‘n  1 1  (,;  |  m.ms  ,  ili'linlllli'Mil  nil  fni'lin. 
nf  I'lTililliii.linil  us  n  nil  I  inlin  I  crilili',  milt  I'lnli'Mil  Him  mil  nm 
III  m n ill  fuilli  In  III!  iTMillInrs  ul  limin'  mill  ulilniiil.  In  |m\  nil 
[Illlilic.  tllili'l  il  miIiimss,  uni  niil  v  iiiTniiliiij;  In  Him  {m(  I  nr,  lull 
l.lin  H|  ii  I'if,  nf  1 1|||  law.  If  fll  Vuri'il  I  In'  n\ I  nii-.il  III  nf  I  III'  HU  I  imiiil 
ill'll!  uvcr  u  fn  i  l'  |n'i'ii  ul  fur  il  'I  I  I'I  II  ]  ||  i  ■  >1 1 .  Il  i  III  Him  inilurl  inn  nf 
Him  rule  nf  iiiinl't's!  wllniii'Vni'  il  cnulil  In-  1iuiii,(Iv  umiln.  Il 
lllTliiglii'il,  vvil-li  M'M'l'ily,  Him  I  imiii'Iimi  i  nf  AiiiIimW  .IiiIiim.iiii, 

anil  (Im|i|(i|'miI  Him  Iniftii'  iImiiIIi  nf  Alniilmin  liiin'nln.  . . ii 

Ii  l'li  ri'Hiilnl  inns  ui'iM  1 1'  u  1 1  n  ■  ru  1 1  ■  in  I  hum;  I  liny  cni  1  nnl  ii-tl  Him 

n'i'.uj,'iii/i'il  |inlicy  nf  Him  lli'|inlilinin  |nuly,  mul  iiiiuIm  nn  . . 

III!  wllirll  llli|lll1llil'lll|H  Wl'l'c  ill  V  'nil'll. 

Tim  ri'ul  issue  was  uni.  hum  nf  iiii'ii.-iIii'mh,  Iml  nf  uimu,  TIim 
niiniimilinn  nf  IImmituI  ilruiil  fur  I'lnsiili'iil ,  mul  nf  Ncliui  lur 
Ho] fax  ful'  Vim  I'l'i'siili'iil,  ii|mn  Him  luisis  nf  ImciiiisI nn'l inn  In 
luyul  mull,  wiis  iiiiliiHnnizcil  liy  I lin  iinuiiiiiil inn,  liy  Him  IImiiiu 
oiTiilir.  cunvi'nliuii,  uf  llnrnlin  Scymum'  fur  1'iMsiilunl  mul  I''iiiii- 
cis  I’,  lllilir  fur  Vice  I'l'Msiili'iil,  U|inn  Him  luisis  nf  uuiM'i'Mil 
aiiniMKl.y,  mul  iiiinii'iliu,lu  vi'slunilinn  In  |miM'r,  in  Him  Main;, 
lalnly  in  I'nluillinn,  uf  Him  iiimii  aim  luul  uupsl  w in-  npiini.1  Him 
('(iviininii'iif. 

Ill  I  liis  i'i  n  1 1 1  'mI  ,  11  in  uf  was  Him  ri<|  in -ni>i  il  ul  i  vm  I  uinu  M'liliur 
nf  llui  mu',  mul  Hi'yniulir  mis  Him  siicciiil  i'i'|ii'MSMiiliilivi'  nf  Him 
n|i]iiiiu'nls  in  llm  nurlli  In  llui  war.  ( f ni nf  iMMMm'il  11)7  nice 
I'di'iil  voles,  mul  Suyiiiniii'  Til. 

A  fmv  hi m I'M  in  iitlvmii'M  uf  Him  mci'linu;  uf  Him  inilinniil 
i'ihi voul inn,  I lmi'ii  was  a  ginal.  iiiiish  iiimi'Hiik  uf  snlilii'i* 
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and  sailors  of  the  wav,  a  delegation  from  whom,  headed 
by  General  Lucius  Fairchild,  of  Wisconsin,  entered  the  con¬ 
vention  after  its  organization  and  presented  this  resolu¬ 
tion: 

“ liexoh'C.d,  That  as  the  soldiers  and  suitors,  steadfast  now  as  over  to  the 
Union  and  tho  flag,  fully  reeognizo  the  claims  of  Gon.  I Jlynso»  S.  Grant  to 
llio  confidence  of  tho  American  people,  and  bolioving  tliat  tho  victories 
won  under  Itis  guidimco  in  war  will  bo  illustrated  by  him  in  poaeo  by  snob 
nioasmes  as  will  secure  tho  fruits  of  our  exertions  and  rostoro  tlm  Union 
upon  a  loyal  basis,  wo  declare  our  deliberate  conviction  that  bo  is  (ho  ohoioo 
of  tho  soldiers  and  sailors  of  (ho  Union  for  tho  oflico  of  President  of  tho 
United  States.'1 

Tliis  resolution  was  received  with  great,  applause.  Henry 
S.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  leaped  upon  n  chair,  and  moved  to  nomi- 
mitc  Grant  by  acclamation.  This  was  done  without  rules  and 
amid  great  excitement,. 

I  need  not  say  that,  T  gave  to  General  Grant  my  cordial  and 
active  support.  From  the  beginning  of  the  canvass  to  tho  end, 
there  was  no  doubt  about  tho  result.  I  spoke  in  liis  behalf  in 
several  states  and  had  frequent  letters  from  him.  Assuming 
that,  his  election  was  already  foreordained,  I  invited  him  to 
stop  with  me  at  Mansfield,  on  his  way  to  Washington,  and 
received  from  him  the  following  autograph  letlor,  which, 
though  dated  at  the  Headquarters,  Army  of  the  United  States, 
was  written  at  Galena,  Illinois: 

HKAi«iU,nm:i!s  Aiuiv  or  run  Unithu  Status,  ) 
AVasiiin'(iton,  1).  O.,  October  20,  1808.  j 

Dkak  Sknatoh  :  —  Your  invitation  to  Mrs.  Grunt  and  myxolf  to  break 
our  journey  oast  and  spond  n  day  or  two  with  you  was  duly  roooivod,  and 
should  hnvo  boon  sooner  acknowledged.  ]  thank  you  for  tho  invitation 
and  would  gladly  accept  it,  but  my  party  will  bo  largo  and  having  a  spocial 
ear  it  will  inconvenience  so  ninny  people  In  ts(op  over.  Mvs.  Grant  too  and 
her  fnthor  aro  anxious,  when  they  start,  tu  get  through  to  Washington 
boforo  limy  unpack.  Yours  truly,  U.  S.  Chant. 

Hon.  .J.  Siikhman,  U.  S.  S. 

On  tho  same  day  lie  wrote  a  lottor  to  General  Shormaii, 
which  was  referred  to  mo  by  tho  latter.  1  regard  this  letter, 
which  exhibits  clearly  the  cordial  relations  existing,  at  the 


iinu',  iH'Uvrn  llu'so  Uvn  mi'll,  ns  uf  snllirii-ul  iuU'ft'sl  (u  justify 
its  jmhlinilum: 

I  Ann  V  «M-  I JII  I  m  u  n  Si  a  i  i  | 

Wahiiimhun.  I  >.  I\.  tMnlier  ttl.  ISUS.  \ 

|liw\u  Uknkhai.  :  Ynm  Ini lev  msduMur*:  »*»u*  fumi  \miv  Imidmi'  "h*'  dsdy 
rntmivi'il.  Ah  I  (lit]  iml  w  iiiif  In  eliiiii^o  \  <*nr  delei  iiiiiniln  *n  in  tvjoiid  In  dm 
|iUlil|Ylltinli  uf  I ln>  ni|Ti'M|.i>ii.l(‘iii'f  lietSS.mil  11".  Hint  Mil  I'i'HlIi}'  III  III-  a  little 

In/)-,  I  Iiiivm  been  hln\v  in  urntwerintf.  I  Imd  f.'VjmUeii  vdasl  my  letter  i»» 

ViiU  mu  it  I  Iml  <li'l  i.'iiit'iulim*  llml  ynti  n|mln'  «'f  dm  )  •»  <  *1  ml  «l  m  I'miiw  dm 

Kwin^H  would  hiKi*,  nr  Hiiiimlliiiij'-  iilnml  diem  s\  liieli  on  ssuidd  )ml  ] •  n •  I • 

nJ)lv  waul  |  hi  I  Aim)  M-<1  \sitli  dm  Ic'lii'iH.  ‘I'hi1  fuel  i".  ^“iii'inl,  I  tmsor  wanted 
tin*  li'llern  jiiiIiMhIh'iI  Inilf  ho  uim'li  im  my  mui  invminl  »*>  null".  Tlmie  im< 

u  ^ri'iiL  nnui \  pi'iipln  wlin  do  iml  iiiiiIiThIiuiiI  iih  1  <l"  . . .  fiit-ml>-lu|i  fur  urn. 

I  (tit  nnl  believe  il.  will  limin'  liny  differi'im*  In  yn  in  the  i'inl,  1ml  I  do  Ti-ur 
tlmU  in  cjvhm  l  mil  eleeteil,  llimn  will  III'  Mum  In  adsneate  dm  •  uhniitieji  uf  lh«< 
{'onend  1  hill  wlin  will  eliiiye.  in  nii|i|iMrt  uf  dmii-  iiiuinm,  lae),  uf  es ideuee 
(Iml  )*mi  Mijijinrli'i)  (In'  I  * i ■  ini ■  muni'  in  tin*  rnnsm.".  I  ssmdd  iln  nil  )  nudd 
<n  jiriivmU  wuv  hucIi  loj^inln ( inti ,  mid  •*  dial  widmnt  in v  duin^  Mil  diin^ 

ilm  ciinlldi'in'i'  in  ynu  is  tun  ^I’liniim  will*  i In*  j*ieat  innjniih  >.f  rntijijimN 
for  nn V  Hiii'li  lyi*!11*  inn  In  Miererd.  I  f  nil y  l  hint'  umie  »<hmtM  iH'fe\,atj'v 

lo  jiVuVi«  dn'  fidtdtvtlf  hu«'ii  un  u""iiinjilii'ii  iln*  nut i t''<jnii»lt'in'i'  between  u*i 

lii'ii'lnfnrn  nmld  dn-n  In'  jirndwed. 

I  U^I'I’O  widl  Vl,'l  d'M  slier il  tun  hlmidd  lie  lei  iilniii'  In  |ti<»-.ei'i||e  ||ie  In 

iU»n  uv  to  i(H  end.  K  u«»  (veals  in  made  wididm  (ndum-' until  die\  nm 
linlil  mil  no  Iniip'i*  we  nut  dirliitn  li’inn,  mid  fli«<\  mil  do-n  keep  diem. 
Tliin  1H  dm  I'uiimi  1 1  in  f.  I  him  lieen  jnirhued  in  die  iioidiUeM.  ulmie  t‘in..k  Inn 
jinwinmli'd  wnr  in  hi*  own  why,  and  m*w  ii  \s umii  turn  luud  dwnuyds  all 
llml  I'liiintry  willi  hh  nuu-li  Heenrity  in  if  dieie  sun  iml  mi  Indnin  in  il. 

I  lillYo  I'ulii'llided  iml.  In  ii'lillll  In  Wm  limpturi  until  idler  dm  eleeliuli, 
l  Hindi  jy  very  nnun  idler  dust  esenl,  busses  er.  Mv  famds  me  nil  well  mid 
join  inn  in  t’l'Hpi'elH  In  Mm.  Sln'inimi  nnd  dm  rliildreit. 

Vnni>«  Indy.  1 f.  S,  (i'iia.M'. 

1  ,t.  Ukn.  W.  T.  Sin.itMAN,  W.  S.  Army. 

In  Ilm  n|H‘iiiK  uf  IH7I  IIiiti'  Whs  a  unml  iluiil  uf  fis'liiiK 
ligii'msl,  1 1  null .  mill  winm  i>]i|h .nil imi  indiriilml  III  his  ti •  1 1 1 ■  ■  i ■  i - 
Uiiliim  ftiv  Um  |i)'i'siili'iii',v.  Si-vim-iiI  inllimnl  in  I  |r,i|mis  liml 
rmmiiinmnihsl  Ilm  iiumimil inn  uf  iIhihhhI  Slirnniiii,  ulin  llii'ii. 
it.s  alwilj'H  arimviil'il.s,  liml  l-cjsi  .1  ii  I  cl  v  iiiiiioiiiiiril  liis  pur 
]n>HO  Hill.  In  allmv  Ills  IIIUIII'  In  Im  usml  in  ruiiiim'l inn  willi  Ilm 
nlllimnr  IVi'shli'iil.  TllisNliKKi'slinn  iirnsn  mil  nr  Ilm  fm'liiiK  llml. 
iiijnsl  icn  liml  Imim  dmm  In  Ui'imrnl  Slmnnun  li,v  ilm  Kimn'liirv  nf 
SVar,  Mi-.  Ili'lluiaii,  wlin  |imcl inilly  iKiinruil  him,  nml  isMiml 
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orders  in  the  name  of  the  President,  greatly  interfering  with 
the  personnel  of  the  army.  This  led  to  the  transfer  of  General 
Sherman  from  Washington  to  St.  Louis.  General  Sherman 
made  no  complaint  of  Grant,  who  had  the  power  to  con¬ 
trol  the  action  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  but  the  general 
impression  prevailed  that  the  friendly  relations  that  had  al¬ 
ways  subsisted  between  the  President  and  . General  Sherman 
had  been  disturbed,  but  this  was  not  true.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  Grant,  in  tlio  following  letter,  stated  truthfully  his  per¬ 
fect  willingness  that  General  Sherman  should,  if  he  wished, 
be  made  his  successor  as  President : 

hoxn  VSuaxcii,  N.  J.,  Juno  M.  1871. 

Di'ak  SicN-ATcui: — LVinn'  nbsi'iit  at  WYst  Point  until  Inst  evening,  fm-  tlie 
Iasi  week,  your  lottor  of  tlio  ftdi  inst.,  inclosing  one  to  yon  from  Gont'rul  fthor- 
iiiiin,  is  only  just  reeoived.  Under  no  circumstances  would  T  publish  it;  and 
now  that  tlio  ‘Now  York  Herald’  has  publislied  like  statements  from  him 
it  is  particularly  unnecessary.  T  think  his  determination  novor  to  giro  up 
his  present  position  a  wise  ono,  for  his  own  comfort,  and  the  public,  knowing 
it,  will  relievo  him  from  iho  suspicion  of  acting  and  speaking  with  reference 
to  tho  effect  his  aels  and  sayings  may  have  upon  bis  ohiinis  for  political  pro* 
ferment.  ]|  lie  should  ever  change  his  mind,  however,  no  one  has  a  better 
right  than  ho  has  to  aspiro  to  anything  within  tho  gift  of  tho  Amorican 
people.  Very  truly  yours, 

Hon.  J.  Siiuhman,  U.  S.  S. 


U.  S.  Grant. 


CHAPTER  XXI. 

Bkginning  op  Grant’s  Administration. 

Ilia  AvvWtil  ut  Washington  in  .1804  to  Tuko  Corummul  of  the.  Avmios  of  the  United 
Slates  —  Inaugural  Address  as  President  —  “An  Act  to  Strengthen  tho  I’obliu 
Credit"  Rccotnos  a  Law  on  March  1 0,  1800  — Formation  of  the  Presi¬ 
dent's  Cabiuot—  Fifteenth  Amendment  to  the  Constitution  —  Hill  to 
Fund  tho  Public  Debt  mid  to  Aid  in  the  Resumption  of  Specie 
Payment  —  liill  Finally  Agreed  to  by  the  IIouso  and  Sen¬ 
ate— A  Redemption  Stipulation  Omitted  —  Reduc¬ 
tion  of  the  Public  Debt— Problem  of  Advancing 
United  States  Notes  to  Par  with  Coin. 

PRESIDENT  Grant  outered  into  liis  liigli  office  without 
liny  experience  in  civil  life.  Tn  his  training  lie  was  a 
soldier.  His  ochication  at  West.  Point,  li is  services  as 
a  subordinate  officer  in  the  Mexican  Wav,  anil  as  the 
principal  officer  in  tho  Civil  War  of  the  Rebellion,  lmd  demon¬ 
strated  liis  capacity  as  a  soldier,  but  he  was  yet  to  ho  tested  in 
civil  life,  whore  liis  duties  required  him  to  deal  with  problems 
widely  differing  from  thoso  ho  had  successfully  performed  in 
military  life.  I  do  not  recall  when  I  first  met.  him,  but  am 
confident  it  was  boforo  his  coming  to  Washington,  in  March, 
1864,  to  tako  command  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States. 
His  arrival  in  Washington  then  was  not  generally  known  until 
he  entered  the  dining  hall  at  Willard’s  hot.ol.  [To  camo  in 
alone,  ami  was  modestly  looking  for  a  vacant  seat  when  I  rec¬ 
ognized  him  and  went  to  him  and  invited  him  to  a  seat  at  my 
tablo.  He  quietly  accepted,  and  then  tho  word  soon  passed 
among  the  many  guests  at  the  tables,  that  General  Grant  was 
there,  and  something  liko  an  ovation  was  given  him.  His  faco 
was  unknown,  lmt  liis  naino  and  praise  had  been  sounded  for 
two  years  throughout  the  civilized  world.  Ilis  coining  to  take 
full  command  of  the  Union  forces  was  an  augury  of  success  to 
evory  loyal  citizen  of  the  United  Stales.  His  personal  mem¬ 
oirs,  written  in  the  face  of  death,  tell  tho  story  of  liis  life  in 
GIG) 


a  lnodnst  way,  wilhonf  prolonsiun  or  pinfc.  !  am  not,  snrn  Ihal. 
ho  addoil  to  his  famo  )>y  Ilia  oiphl.  youra  of  servioo  us  l’lcsulmil. 
of  Llui  Unil.wl  Slates,  Imt.  whal.  lio  did  in  Hididiiinj'  llm  Ifohcl- 
liou  will  always  hoop  his  iiaiuo  unionp;  Ihosn  of  llm  p'roalesl, 
honofaelors  of  his  eonntry.  lio  was  ('looted  hernnso  of  his 
niilitary  sendees,  and  wonld  ha.vo  lieeii  oloolod  in  IHIIH  hy  any 
party  fhal.  pul.  him  in  nominal  ion,  wil  honl.  rnspool.  In  plal  fonn 
oy  oreod. 

No  oponod  his  inanpoiml  address  wilh  lliosn  words: 

“  Vnur  mu ITiiii^t'H  Imvinj'  nlimtrd  inn  In  llm  n{|ii>i>  nf  I 'rntidniil  of  llm 
Ihiitml  ShUnn,  1  Imvn,  in  ronformitv  with  (lm  fumiiUudnu  nf  mir  ciiiiilfv, 
tnlom  (ImuiUli  nf  < i II i < *i '  |irrsnrilmd  llmrnin.  I  him-  InKnii  tliinnuih  willmu! 
inniiliil  vi'Hnrvutiim  nml  with  dm  dnlni ininn'mn  l"  »U»  tn  llm  of  my  uhil* 
il  y  al  |  I  Iml  il  ro(  1 1 1  i  ii  vi  of  um.  Tim  n  iiir«i  1  ii  1 1 1  ii”‘  of  dm  |  n  '•  .i  [  inn  I  h-i-l  I  nit. 
imiM»|il  llmin  witliniil  fniw.  Tim  nlllm  lam  mum  tn  inn  nn,<i>nj;lil.  I  mm- 
1 1 1 1 « 1 1  c  n  ilH  (Inlii'M  uni  ralimmh-d.  I  hrin^  l<>  it  a  riiimnii-ul  imis  ih-siro  ninl  dm 
(nrmiimtinn  In  Mil  it  to  llm  Imtl  nf  my  nl«ilil v  >*>  * f’li li^rin'li. m i  of  tlm 

[  K'0 1 1 1  (', 

"On  nil  Inidin^  ipii'hlioiiK  it/^iln tin/*;  llm  jmlil'm  mtinl  )  will  ii|wii\m  n\- 
| ii'i'HH  my  vinWM  in  ( ’cnt^rnuM,  ami  nr^i«  llmm  immrdiii^  In  my  jinljpimul  ; 
mid  w|n>ii  I  lliinlc  it  mlviwililn  will  mu'mian  (lm  t'on^t il ul imml  |nhih'j'n  nf 
iiili'r|)iiMin^  a  vein  In  ilnfnnt  nmiiHiiiVH  which  I  u|i|mni>.  Mill  all  Inna  will  lm 
fni tlifully  I'Xnmilnil  wlmllmr  limy  hmnl.  my  iijiprovnl  nr  nul. 

“  [  ahull  nil  all  HiihjimlM  liavn  n  jailii'v  (n  rivnmmniid,  Imt  hnim  In  i<n rmt'n 
linililiHt,  dm  will  nf  llm  |mnjiln.  l.iiWM  urn  In  J^nVorii  all  aliKn,  llitiHi'  n|t|mn-u| 
oh  Wnll  aa  (huso  wlm  ruvnr  llmin.  I  Know  lm  nmllital  tn  si-rlim  tim  Injn-al 
nf  lanl  nr  nlmnviuiiH  Iuwh  mu  rlTnrtivn  iim  llmir  utriii^mil  i* \ i«imi ( ii m.** 

Ami  dosed  wilh  Iheso  words: 

“  In  (•■>iii>l ii^ii m  I  link  jialiniit  fni Imaraimn  nin>  tnwiml  anndmr  lliinii^li* 
tint  Llln  llllld,  unit  ll  itntnnnini'il  nlTnl'L  nil  (In'  pull.  nf  i-Vt-iy  rili/nii  In  iln  hit 
Hlmrn  Inward  nt-mniilni^  u  lm|i|iv  Ihiinii  ;  and  I  ii*h  dm  piu\c>(M  nf  {lm  mil  ion 
(n  Almi^lify  («nd  in  la-half  of  lliin  i*t •nHiiminiiliiin.** 

I  believe  ho  si  riel  ly  performed  wlutl  ho  Uum^hl  ivns  his 
(liil-y,  mid  if  ho  om'd,  il.  wus  from  a  wind,  of  experience  in  I  ho 
enmplir.itod  problems  of  mir  form  of  tfovorumoM.  'l'ho  I'xrrio 
l.ivo  < l< •  i mr() i ii' n I  of  a  republic  like  ours  should  ho  suhordiimio 
l.o  II in  lo^ishilive  depurlmeul.  Tho  Presidoul.  should  tihoy  mid 
enforce  l.ho  laws,  louvimj;  lo  I  ho  people  Mm  duly  of  correction 
itny  errors  cum  mil  led  by  1 1  mi  r  ropi'osonlul  ivos  in  ( Suitress. 


Tin'  lirsl;  null  ill'  Mu'  Ilsl  ( 'niip'ioss,  1'iililli'il  "An  m-1  In 

stri'iipUmii  l.lin  piddle.  rn'ilil,"  was  inlrndii . 1  in  tin'  llnusc  nf 

llepi'escid ii  1  i  vns  liy  1 1  ciii'i'ii  1  Hclmncli,  mi  tln>  1'Jlh  nf  Murcli, 
lull1, 1,  mill  whs  passed  I  hi'  Minin'  liny.  11  I'uini'  tu  the  iSi'imti'  uu 
Mm  Ifil  li  nf  MiU'i'li,  iinii,  on  my  nml  inn,  wiih  siilisl  il  uled  fora 
similar  hill,  i'i']>ni'lnil  frni n  I  In'  cniu n I i 1 1 im*  mi  liliiini'i',  mill,  iiflnr 
a  hriiT  deliali',  was  passed  liy  llm  decisive  vole  nf  -I 'J  yens  ami 
l!l  nays,  ns  fnllnws: 

“'I’liiil  in  tiitlfi*  In  ii'IihiVi'  liny  <l"iili|  iin  (n  llit>  uT  llm  jfovrm* 

UH'iiI- (o  (lisclnii|;i'  til  I  JtiHi  oliIijriilimiM  (n  dm  jiiiMic  t*  r«»i  I  it  n  im,  ami  In  ai>tt|i< 
ronllu'dnjj;  i[im*di»nH  and  ihhwjuvdvdons  nf  dm  lawn  Wv  viclim  nf  wltmW 
wiiil  nlilifriilimis  liavn  lumh  rontnmh'd,  i(  iw  lii'ichy  jihiviili'il  nml  ilimluivil 
(Iml  (In'  fiiilli  nf  tin'  l'liili’tl  Slulo*  ih  huli-mnll*  j'lmljh’d  hi  llm  (HtymiMil  in 
I'niii,  or  i(H  iMjnivnli'nl,  nf  all  i»T  llm  I  intlml  Slntim  out  Imarinj^ 

inlorcxl,  known  iin  limit'd  SIiiIun  iinli'H,  ami  of  all  inti-ivM  Imarin^  olili^a 
lioiia  of  llm  Unih'il  Slnlra,  *1  in  uiihi'h  wlmrn  llm  law  niillmri/in^  llm 
ixsiio  of  any  *imli  oMioiidoim  Inm  \ | ni -shI y  | hi i \  ji I ■  )  (Iml  llm  Himm  nml  lie 
jmid  in  lawful  nmiii-v  or  o||mr  rtiiicuii\  limn  joiIJ  ami  t-ikor.  I  In  I  mum  of 
Mini  iiilnri'sl  'Imarium  ohli^aiiomi  iml  n 1 1 i-cu  1  \  i|im  i>Imll  Im  i •<« |fi*ini'«l  i.r  j >u n | 

lii'fiiru  mahiiilv.  unlov't  m  Hindi  linm  1  'nil  ml  Slalr-  iml . .Iml)  Im  ron' m  lihli* 

into  min  ill  llii>  nj'liiiii  of  llm  ln<|i |i‘t\  ■>!'  iHi]i->  i  at  mh-Ii  tinm  linin|<i  i.f  (Im 
Unih‘it  Slab's  ln'iu'iiijf  a  lowor  rn I nf  inhum.l  limn  llm  linml'i  Im  i.» 
di'cim-il  can  )m  t.nlil  a(  | in r  in  i-oin.  Ami  dm  I'uihd  Siulr-i  n !•••»  r •  •|<-in u) \ 
|tl<'< Ijri'H  lln  fuidi  (o  UiaKu  |>lo\ dio(i,  ll(  llm  rtuliid(  (.tui'lii'til'li'  jmi'iod,  flirtin' 

h'di'inpdon  of  llm  Unih'd  Shih'i  mihm  in  ruin." 

It  wiih  approved  liy  llm  I'lvsidmd  nml  lii'niinn  a  law  nn  llm 
llltli  nf  Mai'cli.  Tims  llm  Cnulrnversy  as  In  llm  pRvumid  nf 
lmiuls  iu  coin  was  dellnilcly  ilcciili'il. 

Hill,  lit Mn  clsn  nf  iin]iorlaoc«  was  linin'  Hy  fniij-tinss  iliiiinj,; 
Mi  in  wsHinn.  Tim  usual  (p'lmi'ii)  iippinpriiitinii  Hill  fni-  llm 
Indian  dcpiuiiiiciil.  lniviiiK  fnHi'd  in  llm  prcvinmi  i'niipri'ss,  n 
Hill  fill*  Miu.li  purpnsi'  was  Hit  rndiiecd  ill  llm  Utilise  nf  Hi'pi  cseid - 
al.ivcs  and  Hi'i'ainn  a  law  nn  llm  lot  It  nf  April.  Thu  Hill  In 
pnividc  fnr  dnlli'iciicii's  was  piisscd  nn  I  Im  sniim  din  .  A  clompe 
was  iiiadn  in  llm  (ax  nn  dislillcd  spirils  nml  InHurcn,  nml  prn- 

visinn  was  mado  fnr  miliiiiil .Hup'  llm  . .  nf  Virginia, 

Mississippi  ami  Texas  In  a  vnln  nf  llm  pimple'.  A  liiiiiiHcr  nf 
irtOiunircH  of  locid  iiiipnriatiee  were  passed,  mid,  im  llm  Kllli  of 
April,  tho  Congress  adjimrncd  willmnl  day. 


OK  JOHN  SHKUMAN. 
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'l'he  Senate  convened  in  pursuance  of  a  proclamation  of  the 
President  immediately  on  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  and  aft¬ 
er  a  few  days,  confined  mainly  to  executive  business,  adjourned. 

The  early  movements  of  Grant  as  President  were  very 
discouraging.  His  attempt  to  form  a  cabinet  without  con¬ 
sultation  with  anyone,  and  with  very  little  knowledge,  ex¬ 
cept  social  intercourse  with  tho  persons  appointed,  created  a 
doubt  that  he  would  not  be  as  successful  as  a  President  as  lie 
had  been  as  a  genoral,  a  doubt  that  increased  and  became  a 
conviction  in  tho  luimls  of  many  of  liis  best  friends.  The  ap¬ 
pointments  of  Stewart  and  Borio  were  especially  objoctionable. 
George  S.  Boutwell  was  well  fitted  for  tho  office  of  Secretary 
of  tho  Treasury,  to  which  lie  was  appointed  aftor  Stowart  was 
excluded  by  tho  law.  Washburne  was  a  man  of  ability  and  ex¬ 
perience,  but  lie  was  appointed  Secretary  of  State  only  for  a 
brief  timo,  and  was  succeeded  by  Hamilton  Pish.  Mr.  Pish  was 
eminently  qualiliod  for  that  office,  and  during  botli  of  tho  terms 
of  Grant  discharged  the  duties  of  it  with  groat  ability  and 
succoss.  Jacob  D.  Cox,  of  Ohio,  was  an  educated  gentleman,  a 
soldier  of  great  merit,  and  au  industrious  and  competent  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Interior. 

The  impression  prevailed  that  the  President  regarded  those 
heads  of  departments,  invested  by  lasv  with  specific  and  inde¬ 
pendent  duties,  as  nioro  subordinates,  whose  functions  he  might 
assume.  This  is  not  tho  true  theory  of  our  government.  The 
President  is  intrusted  by  the  constitution  and  laws  with  im¬ 
portant  powors,  and  so  by  law  aro  the  heads  of  departments. 
The  President  lias  no  moro  right  to  control  or  oxorciso  the 
powers  conferred  by  law  upon  them  than  they  have  to  control 
him  in  the  discliargo  of  his  dutios.  It  is  especially  tho  custom 
of  Cougross  to  intrust,  to  the  Secretary  of  t.lio  Treasury  specific 
powers  ovor  the  curroncy,  the  public  debt,  and  tlio  collection  of 
tile  revenue.  If  ho  violates  or  neglects  his  duty  lie  is  subject  to 
removal  by  the  Prcsidout,  or  impeachment  by  tho  Houso  of 
Representatives,  but.  the  President  cannot  exorcise  or  control 
tho  discretion  reposed  by  law  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
or  in  any  head  or  subordinate  of  any  department  of  the  govern¬ 
ment.  This  limitation  of  tlio  power  of  tho  President,  and  the 


tlislrilnilimi  ill'  pmvnr  nuunig  Dm  ili'l'iirl mcnls,  is  mi  essenl ial 
ri'ijiiisi) !■  cl'  a  ii'X'iitil ii-:i  11  guvcrnmenl,  mill  it.  is  uni'  Ilia!  mi 
army  ullinT,  mriislunieil  lu  give  nr  ri'eeive  nrilers,  linils  il. 
i ! i II i i - 1 1 1 !  In  umlerslinul  mill  In  nhscrvc  wlinn  nli'rli'il  I'resiilmil. 

Dmigrcss  cniiveimil  un  Die  lilli  of  lleeenihcr,  ISli'.l.  The 
I'llii'f  riM'in ti ii u'l ulii I  inns  m 1 1 1 ■  1 1 1 i 1 1  nil  In  I'tingrcss  hy  I ]n>  I'resiilmil. 
vi'liili'il  In  lln<  griuluiil  riTinisI rnrl iuu  i > I"  llm  slalus  Inliiy  in 
ii'! ii«l lii m,  In  llm  resuuipl  inn  nf  s|n'i'in  piiyuienls  n ml  I  lin  reilne- 
f  ii  in  nf  ijtxitl  inn.  The  mini  inns  nf  I  li'ual.  Ilrilnin  11  ml  llm  I'nilril 
Si  n  I  us  growing  mil.  uf  Dm  war  wove  I  mil  ml  ns  a  grin  n  uni'slinu, 
nnd  a  linin'  was  expresseil  Dial.  Imlli  governim'iils  wnulil  give 
ininii'ilialu  allnuliou  In  a  Miiliil imi  uf  llm  just,  claiins  uf  Um 
l  lull  oil  Slalus  growing  mil.  uf  Die  bivil  Win-,  The  message  wns 
brief,  unulesl.,  I'liiiservitlive  anil  i-li'ii i-.  lie  liusuil  hy  saying  Dial, 
nn  his  |nui.  he  prumiscil  a  rigid  iiilliereiu'ii  In  1  lie  laws  mill  Iheiv 
si. riel,  i’ 1 1 1'n ri'i in ii'i 1 1 . 

The  niiisl,  i nt | u ni it n I  mi'iisure  rnnsninniiiluil  during  Ihis 
I  \  ingress  was  I  lie  m  Ii  >J  ■!  inn  uf  I  lie  liil  h  II  me  ml  men  I  uf  I  lie  eun- 
mI  il  ill  inn  nl'  Die  I 'nileil  Sin  les,  cleiinreil,  ilia  iirnela  mill  inn  uf 
Die  Seeriiiiry  nf  Slnle,  ilaleil  Mimii  Jill,  I  Si'll,  lu  liaiu  lieen 
nil  ilii-il  liy  Din  legislul  lives  uf  I  wenl  y.  nine  uf  I  lie  I  liiiiy-seven 
slalus,  11s  follows  : 

"  Tin-  rigid  "I  i ■  i I i / 1 ■  M s  a!  tin.  I  'nili'il  Slid'.''  I"  wile  limll  ii"l  lii.  ilt-iiii-il 
111-  nlniilgiiil  iiy  111"  1  Inili  il  Slnliw,  hi  In  mu  'iliili.,  mi  iii-i-iiimiI  uf  nn  ",  I'lilur, 
m-  |il'"vii""'  rimiliuim  uf  ""i-vitiiili'." 

11.  is  a  i|iii'slhni  iif  grave  ilniihl,  whelher  litis  aniemlinenl, 
Damgh  riglll,  ill  principle,  Was  wise  nr  cxpcdicnl.  The  ile- 
I'.hi vi'il  nlijeii.  wns  In  serum  imparliiil  snlTvnge  In  Ihe  negvn 
race.  The  praclii'ul  result  has  lieen  Dial  Dm  wise  |>vnvisiiiiis  nf 
Die  Ii  111  auieinlinenl,  have  lieen  nnnlilieil  hy  Ihe  Ifilh  itmi'inl- 
inenl..  The  laller  limmiilmmil.  Ims  lieen  pracl iciilly  nnllilieil 
by  Dm  ad  inn  nf  nmsl,  uf  Die  stales  where  Ihe  great,  hutly  uf 
I, his  men  live  anil  will  pruhahly  always  leuuiin.  This  is  iluue, 
mil,  hy  an  express  ileniul  In  Iheni  uf  Din  riglll  nf  snlTrage,  Iml. 
hy  ingiinimis  prnvisiuns,  wliieh  exeluile  Iheni  un  Ihe  allegml 
grnuiul  nf  ignorance,  while  periuilling  nil  uf  Ihe  while  rnee, 
lunvever  igunriinl,  l.n  vnle  ill.  nil  nleiiinns.  i\u  ivny  is  (minleil 
mil',  liy  whicli  (inigress  enn  enfureii  Ihis  iinicndincul.  If  Dm 
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priiiuiplo  (if  Mm  Mill  luiii'iiilmnnlr  Inid  rninuineil  in  full  I'nruo, 
( 1( > i onulil  luivu  rnilnnril  Mm  ru 1 1 ft'soi il itlii  11 1  uf  any  slnlo, 
in  l.lin  |  hi  i|  i<  irl  ion  ivliirli  Ido  1 1  u  ml  iui:  of  llio  inn  In  inluihilunls  uf 
mil’ll  Hi  III  I>,  (lonioil  l.lin  ripdil.  of  siilTrnjfn,  niijdil.  Iionr  In  I  ho  wlmlo 
iiiiinlioi’  of  mu  In  oil  iznns  l.wcnl.y-iiiio  yours  uf  up;n,  in  such  slain. 
This  m i 1 1 1 ) )  1  n  roinoily,  ousily  oiifiuroil  liy  Muiiki'oss,  wuiilil  Imvo 
SOOIII’I'll  Mil'  I’ij'lll.  uf  nil  |  mrsuiis,  willinnl.  (list  i  ni'l  inn  of  lui’o  no 
onlui’,  lu  vnti'  uf  nil  oloolimiM.  Tim  ri'iliiuliuii  uf  ruiirusiml n.l.ion 
would  liuvo  ilolorrud  ovory  sluln  fi’iim  oxnliuliup;  Ilmvnln  of 
imy  |iui’liiin  uf  llio  lmiln  |ki]>ii In.t inn  nlnivo  l.wniily-unn  yours  nf 
non.  As  llm  I’osnll,  uf  llio  Ihlli  in i m i ii I n mi 1 1 ,  llio  i ■■  i| i I i cii  1  |nnvor 
of  l.lin  sln.los  luloly  in  roliolliun  Inis  Imuii  iuorousnil,  wliiln  Mm 
|  in  I  >  1 1 1 II I  i  1 1 1 1 ,  I’uiifniTiiiK  II  i  is  iiml’onso,  is  iiniiil.inilly  ili'iiii-il  nil 
I >i M i I  i i’ll  1  |in\vor.  1  sou  in>  roumily  Ini’  l-liis  wroui;  o\i’o|il,  llm 
Hi’invinn  iulollip;onuo  nf  llm  nogrii  rnoo,  which,  in  linm,  I  Irusl, 
will  oiiulilo  Ilium  lu  iloiiiiniil  null  In  I’onoivo  llm  ripdll.  uf  suf- 
ri'iiKo. 

Tim  iiiiihI.  i m | uii’l ii.i il.  Iliiiiimiii.l  iimasurii  nf  Mini.  Moiik>'oss  wins 
Mm  nol.  lu  infuml  l  lio  iiii.I innn.1  ilohl,  Tim  Innuls  linowu  us  Mm 
5  fid's,  liuu riiin  iulorosl.  ul.  six  por  oonl.,  lii'oiiiim  rodeoninhlo, 
mill  I Im  | > 1 1 1 1 1 i i ■■  oi’oilil.  IiiiiI  su  udviumoil  Mini.  u.  Iioiul  houriiiic  u 
loss  ralo  nf  iulnrusl  ouiilil  Im  sulil  ill.  ]»i r.  Tim  cc mi m ill cu  uu 
1111111100  of  11m  Soimlo,  mi  11m  llvd  ility  nf  I'Vlii’iiury,  IH7II,  nflor 
iiinrn  euro  uiul  ilolilionil inn  Mum,  su  fur  us  I  luiuw,  il.  Inis  over 
Imsluwoil  uu  nny  nllmi’  lull,  linully  i'e]>url oil  u.  hill  In  fuiul  Mm 
inihlio  ilohl,  lu  uiil  111  Mm  rosunipl  inn  nf  spnuin  piiyuionls,  ami 
In  nilviiiioo  Mm  |iulilio.  urnilil. 

Tim  lirsl.  soi’linu  li.nl  liuiT/oil  l  lm  issue  uf  §i-|( )l ),( H)U,( l( If)  uf 
Innuls,  roiloonui liln  in  i-uin  u I.  llm  ph'iisurn  uf  llm  Mnlloil 
.St n.l us,  ill.  nny  Ii nu'  nflor  Ion  yours,  houriuK  iulorosl  nl.  live  por 
oonl, 

Tim  soounil  sonMon  uni huiT/.oil  llm  issim  uf  luunls  In  Mm 
in  n  oil  il  I,  nf  $-101 1,(100,00(1,  r<  ’■  Ii  '('i  uiil  ill '  ill.  llio  plousuro  uf  Mm  puv- 
oru nii'n  1.,  nl.  any  I imn  nflor  llfloon  yours,  u ml  hnnriiiK  Iulorosl. 
ul.  fnur  uiul  u  hull'  por  oonl, 

Tim  Mliril  sooliun  uuMiuri’znil  llm  issim  nf  $100,01111,000  nf 
1  mm  Is,  roilooniuhlo  nl.  any  linm  nflor  l.wnnly  yours,  mill  hniirinp; 
iulorosl.  ul.  llio  rulo  uf  fnur  por  oonl. 


Till'  proceeds  of  all  those  I . ds  were  I"  In'  applied  In  I  ho 

rodompliou  of  fi  ‘J1  and  Id  -ill  bonds,  and  oilier  obligiil  iou.s  of 
1,1m  Unit ('il  IStales  tin'll  niilslunding. 

Hi  will  lie  perceived  Unit.  Ibis  bill  provided  for  1  In*  issue  or 
,s<>c.m-il.i(>s,  all  of  which  were  ri >i li’tm i n  1  >li >  wil li’rn  I  wonl.v  years, 

anil  two-thirds  ol'  wliirli  were  roil . .  wilhin  llfleen  yen  in; 

so  flint.  if  llio  bill,  ns  r('i>orl  cd  by  llm  coiiiim  il  I  ci>  on  linn  nee, 
had  become  llio  law,  no  snrli  (lillicnlfy  ns  wo  lnboroil  innlor 
eighteen  years  laler,  when  wo  luul  a  large  surplus  n'vonno, 
would  have  existed. 

Tlio  bill  passed  l.bo  Semite,  in  snbsliiiilinlly  llio  form  rei'orloil 
from  the  committee  on  liminco,  by  llio  large  volo  of  !IM  lo  III, 
and  was,  perhaps,  l.lio  nmsl,  citri'fiilly  prepared  of  any  of  llio 
liuanoial  inonsnroM  of  tlio  governmeul. 

In  opening  llio  dolmfo,  I  onlloil  llio  allonlion  of  llio  Scnulo 
to  Uio  grout.  udvnuhigo  llio  government  Inul  derived  from  limit- 
inj;  its  bonds  rodoouniblo  ill,  brief  periods,  like  I  lie  fi  'dll  bonds, 
|,lm  10  •10  bonds,  and  llio  Ireasluy  Holes.  I  also  ciilled  alien 
lion  lo  llio  fuel.  Hail  Hie  snnin  |,rinei|de  of  niiiinliiiniiu;  llio 
right.  to  redeem  laid  been  nigral'led  in  I  lie  liill  llien  before  llio 
, Somite,  Hail,  l  lio  dnrnlion  of  I  lie  bonds  was  divided  inlo  Ihroc 
periods  of  Ion,  lifleen,  and  I  wonl.v  years,  during  w  liioh  I  inie,  by 
Min  grmhuil  iipplirul  ion  of  I  lie  surplus  revenue,  1  lie  whole  del, I 
luigld.  lie  paid.  This  was  llio  bill  sent  by  llm  Henalelollm 
House  of  Ropresoiiliitivos,  and  if  il  bad  been  adopted  by  the 
House,  there  would  have  lmen  no  trouble  nboul  I  In*  application 
of  I; lie  surplus  revenue,  bill-  by  eoninioii  eonseiil  il  would  lam' 
boon  used  in  Ibe  speedy  exfinclion  of  Hie  public  debl. 

Tlio  hill  was  sent  lo  llm  House  of  Itcprcsciiliilivcs  on  llm 
l.l.tli  of  March,  and  I  Imre  seems  lo  have  slepl  for  nearlj 
throo  lmniHis  without  any  aelion  on  llm  pail  of  I  In1  House. 

On  the  (ith  of  ,1mm  (he  eoininillee  on  ways  and  means 
reported  House  bill  lit  (17,  covering  the  same  snbjeel  •mailers 
as  wore,  e.nntiiiurd  in  llm  Seuiile  bill.  Tim  eousideral ion  of 
this  bill  was  (’(ninneiiced,  by  seel  ions,  on  llm  diilh  of  dune. 
Tlio  material  part  of  the  lirsf  seel  ion  of  Ibis  bill  is  as  follows  : 

“  I  lull  llio  Snoi'ohiry  ,,|  l|,i,  in  )„<r,,|,v  iu>,ln,n/i’,l  (,,  i**,,,,,.  in  k 

811,1)  or  8,11,18  „„l  lomi, cling  in  |l„,  aggr,.gi,(„  Sfl,IKHI,l»KI,(KHI,  ,.,„,pi„,  ,,r 


rngmloivil  lmmln  of  llio  Unilod  SIuIoh,  in  sm-li  funii  ns  lm  limy  prosoriho,  mol 
nf  ((iMuniiiimlum  of  5rT*l ),  or  .sumo  initlliplo  of  llmt  Mini,  ivdoomuMn  in  I'niu  of 
tlio  prosout  shnidnrd  \idim  ul  llm  ploiiMivn  of  llm  I'nilod  Slnlow  uftov  tlrn-lv 
yourn  from  llm  dulo  of  llmir  issim,  uml  lioiiriiijr  inlcrosl  piiyiddo  Hoini-mmu* 
ally  in  hiu'Ii  min  ul  llio  uiln  of  four  por  ooni.  pm-  iniitinii.” 

Thu*  i(-  will  I >n  pomdvod  dial,  iiisloml  of  llio  Ihroo  .serios  uf 
ImmhIm  pruvidod  hy  (ho  Snimii',  I  ho  Mniiso  prnposod  Id  iihUhut/o 
(ho  isMiionl’  §1,000,0(10,0110,  rodeoHuihln  iucuin  al'lov  l-hirly  your* 
from  (ho  ihilo  ul'  Ihoiv  issuo,  with  inlorosl.  n.l.  I'our  por  tout.  This 
dilToronro  in  l.lio  ilosori|i(  ion  of  I  ho  hoiuls  wns  ( lm  ehiof  dilToronen 
ho(  wooii  1  ho  | iro) msi l  inns  of  (ho  i I oiiso  mul  (ho  Soimlo.  To  om- 
plmsizn  (his  dilToronen  l  ipmlo  wind,  wns  siiid  hy  I  ho  oliiiirmmi 
of  (ho  Ihmso  oommidoe,  Mr.  Sidionoli,  in  repnri iu«;  (ho  liill : 

••  It  is  ii  pKipiiHilimi  ni  ivfuml  n  pmlmii  of  (lie  ptiMio  dolil  of  llm  I'uino 
My  ill  a  vi'iy  miirh  low  it  mil'  of  inloioM.  ll  is  u  piupnoidnii  llml  Sl.lllHl, 
(H)ll, Dili)  of  llml  ilolil  sin, II  Inlvo  (lm  form  of  Iminls,  upon  wliioli  (In,  Ihiiloil 
Si  ul  i'H  will  u^ioo  (n  pny  mils-  four  pm  ••mil.  por  niiiiiiiii.  Ilui,  in  nrdor  lo 
linden  llinsn  Inmils  iioeoplidilo  In  oupiluliHls  ul  Iminn  mid  idirimd,  furllior  pin- 
vision  is  iiniiln  llml.  llio  Iminls  llmiiisolvos  slnill  lilii'o  ll  Inli^’ni-  (ilim  In  rnli, 
not  ummly  for  lliirly  yum.  Iml  llml  limy  slmll  only  lm  ivilooiniiUn  uflor 
lliirly  you i*;  llius  ^ivin^  llmm,  uillmnl  llm  nlijooliniis,  llio  mlvanlii^os 
wliioli  in  u  ^rnul  do^roo  iitlnoli  in  n  porpohml  liiini.1' 

This  hill,  with  a  very  I i mil delude,  |>nssed  llm  House  mi 
llii'  I, si,  (if  .Inly,  mul  limn  iiinucdialcly  wins  nlTcred  ns  n  snli- 
slil.iilii  for  llm  Scunle  hill,  mul  wns  u 1 1 1 . | .1 1 m I . 

Those  two  rivnl  |iriiiinsilitins,  dilTcriii}'  nniiidy  ii|iini  llm 
(|imsl inn  uf  llm  chnrnel cr  id'  llmhnnd.s  In  lm  i.sxncd,  were  senl. 
In  it  ( '.( 1 1 1  n  1 1  i  I  Inn  nf  I'unfnrinirn,  con  1 1  u  imi  ■<  I  on  llm  |mii  of  llm 
Scnalnni  Messrs.  Sliernimi,  Simmer  mid  Mavis.  Tim  cliicl'  run- 
I  rovoi'MY  In  I  lm  ninferencn  wns  ns  In  l  lm  doMci-i | il-inii  nf  fiindiliK 
InindH  In  lm  ]irovidi‘d  fur.  Afler  ninny  mne.liii^s  il.  wns  linully 
S|j;rccd  Mini,  llnilininls  mil  Inni/.ed  slnmld  lie  §'J<  111,1101 1,1  Hill  live 
| ic f  rnnl..  Iininls,  §11110,0(111,11(111  fnur  mid  n  linlf  |ier  renl.  Iminls, 
nf  llm  idninndei'  deserilied  in  I  lie  Sin  in  I  e  hill,  and  §1 ,0110,000,0011 
nf  filin'  pur  mill..  Iminls,  ns  deserilied  in  Hie  I  louse  hill.  In  id  her 
words,  il.  wns  a  com |ii‘o]m iso  which,  like  nimi.v  oilier  enni|iro- 
mises,  was  in  ils  resnlls  mi  injury  nf  grcnl.  mn^iiil  mle,  hid  il. 
was  an  Imiiesl  d  i  IVe  nn  ice  i  if  o|  ii  n  i  o  1 1  hid  ween  llm  Senaln  and 
Mm  Mouse,  in  which,  lesle.d  hy  I  lm  march  uf  lime,  l  lm  Senaln 


was  right  and  Mio  llnuso  was  wrong.  Ihil  it  was  perfeol  l.v  nm ni- 
fost  that  withont  I  his  concession  hy  Iho  Si-iml n  In  Ihn  House, 

Urn  bill  could  mil.  have  pussod,  si  ml  oven  willi  Ibis  . . 'ssion 

tho  (hut  report  of  the  (‘immullcn  nf  i-im rtM'tmi'o  m-iin  disagrnnd 
In  hy  the  House,  hooiniso  (it  oerlniu  provisions  requiring  (lie 
liatiniial  linulis  tn  substitute  (hn  new  linnds  11s  Ihn  Imsis  nt 
banking  r.iir.nhilinu. 

Tills  disagreement  hy  Iho  1 1  nus«i  com  1  n>l Ini  11  soonml  enni- 
miUeo  nt  roiiforoueo,  in  which  Ihn  contested  banking  xirliun 
was  strielcon  out,  11ml  tho  hill  agreed  In  as  il  now  elands  on  Hie 
atututo  hooka. 

Ami  thus  thirty-your  securities,  subsequently  11I  11.  iinuninm 
nt  moro  than  twonty-llvo  nor  cout.,  were  fon'.nd  into  the  law  hy 
tho  dnterminod  notion  nf  tho  House. 

This  proved  tn  lie  an  error.  No  linnds  should  have  linen 
authorised  Hint  did  mil;  c.nnlaiu  a.  M|.i|uihil inn  lhal  Ihn  govern¬ 
ment  might  gay  llnun  at  pleasure,  a  tier  a.  I  irief  peril  11 1  anil  liefnro 
they  iiecanin  dun.  This  stipulation  during  Ihn  war  mis  insorled 
ill  Ihn  5  HO  and  the  (0  III  linuds.  lls  ivisduiu  and  iiiiporlanrn 
we.ro  douioMsI ruled  hy  tile  early  suhxl it al ion  of  hoods  hearing 
a  lower  rale  nf  inlerest  for  tile  fi  HO  si\  per  eenl.  Imnds.  When 
this  precedent  was  eiteil,  and  its  saving  In  Hie  gnveriiinenl 
shown,  it.  was  si  riiugly  urged  by  I  lie  Utilise  conferees  llml  .  1 1  e )  1 
a  priivisinn  wnulil  [irnveut  the  sale  uf  linuds,  and  Dial  I  here  u  ns 
nn  probability  that  Imnds  bearing  less  Ilian  tuur  per  eenl .  run  Id 
lie  sold  at  any  limn  al.  par.  This  wnspmion  In  he  an  emir 
within  a  short  period,  hir  securities  of  Ihe  Pnileil  .Slates  hear- 
iug  throe  per  eeut.  inlerest  have  linen  sold  at  par. 

Some  years  later,  Seoul  nr  Heel;,  ut  Kculucky,  arraigned  me 
for  ennseufiiig  to  tho  issue  nf  linuds  running  thirty  jrnr.-,  1ml  I 
was  alilo  In  show  hy  Ihe  puliHc,  reeunls  llml  I  ivsisled  I  his  long 
duration  of  1,1m  four  per  ennl.  Imnds,  llml  Ihe  llnuso  iusisled 
iilmu  it,  and  that  Mi1,  1  lock,  I. lion  a.  Meniher  of  I  In'  House, 
voted  lor  it.  The  samo  ohjoe.lion  wax  tnadn  hy  llm  Senalo  eon- 
foroos  tn  Uiu  linnds  hearing  four  and  a  half  and  livo  pnr  eenl., 
that  no  stipulation  was  made  authorizing  Ihe  govemuienl  In 
anticipate  the  payment  nf  these  Imnds,  Hnder  (lie  Senate  hill 
the  bonds  would  luivo  boon  vndeiiiiinblo  in  11  brief  pel  ind,  mid 


issued  ;  and  second,  all  the  loans  provided  by  (his  act  V'ere  short  loans,  re¬ 
deemable  within  a  short  period  of  time  ut  (iio  pleasure  of  (lie  United  States. 
Tims  the  gold  bonds  were  redoomable  after  flvo  years,  the  treasury. notes 
woro  redeemable  after  tlireo  years,  and  all  forms  of  security  wore  within  (ho 
power  of  the  United  States  at  tho  end  of  five  years  at  furthest.  And  (bird, 
no  securities  were  to  bo  sold  loss  than  pur.  Their  unavoidable  depreciation 
was  measured,  net  by  the  rate  of  (heir  discount,  but  by  the  depreciation 
of  tho  currency.  Wo  held  our  bonds  at  par  in  paper  money,  though  at 
times  they  were  worth  only  forty  por  cent,  of  gold.  .  .  . 

“Now,  Mr.  president,  it  may  bo  proper  to  state  the  reasons  for  this 
policy.  Short  loans  were  adopted  that  wo  might  not  bind  tho  futuro  (o 
tho  payment  of  usurious  rates  of  interest.  Wo  recognized  the  oxistouco  of 
a  great  pressing  necessity  that  would  tond  to  doprociuto  (ho  public  credit ; 
and  wo  took  care,  therefore,  not  to  make  those  loans  for  a  long  period,  so  as 
to  bind  tho  future  to  tho  payment  of  tho  rates  which  wo  woro  thon  com¬ 
pelled  to  pay. 

“Wo  provided  for  gold  interest  and  gold  revenue,  to  avoid  tlm  extreme 
inflations  of  an  irredeemable  currency.  Wo  wished  to  rest  our  paper  inbrio 
on  a  coin  basis,  and  to  keep  constantly  in  view  ultimate  specie  payments. 
I  believe  but  for  that  provision  in  the  loan  act  of  Fobruary  2b,  18(12,  (hat  ill 
18(Vi  onr  financial  system  would  have  been  utterly  overthrown.  Thoro  was 
nothing  to  anchor  it  to  (ho  earth  except  tho  collection  of  duties  in  coin  mid 
tho  payment  of  (ho  interest  on  onr  bonds  in  coin. 

“But,  sir,  the  most  important  and  tho  most  revolutionary  prinuiplo  ol 
the  act  of  Fobruury  2b,  1802,  was  tlm  legal  tender  ehutso.  This  was  u 
measure  of  imperious  and  pressing  neoossity.  I  can  recall  very  well  tho 
debates  in  the  Somite  and  in  the  1  louse  of  lteprcsonlnlivcs  upon  tlm  legal 
tender  danse.  Wo  were  (lion  standing  in  the  face  of  a  deficit  of  some 
$70,000,000  of  unpaid  requisitions  to  our  soldiers.  Creditors  in  all  parts  of 
the  country,  among  them  tho  most  powerful  corporations  of  (his  country, 
Imd  refused  our  demand  notes,  thou  very  slightly  depreciated.  We  woro 
under  the  necessity  of  raising  two  or  throe  million  dollars  por  day.  Wo 
were  then  organizing  armies  unheard  of  before.  Wo  stood  also  in  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  defeat,  constant  and  imminent,  which  foil  upon  our  armies  in  all 
parts  of  the  country.  It  was  before  daylight  was  shed  upon  any  part  of  our 
military  operations.  Wo  adopted  tho  legal  tender  clause  then  as  an  abso¬ 
lute  expedient.  Remembering  tho  dobato,  I  know  with  what  slow  stops  (he 
majority  of  tho  Senate  came  to  tho  necessity  of  adopting  legal  tendors.” 

Tho  debt  of  tho  United  States  on  tho  81st  of  August,  18(H>, 
when  it  reached  its  maximum,  sunoimtod  to  $2, 8(4, 04!), 027. 
On  the  1st  of  March,  1870,  the  debt  had  boon  reduced  to  loss 
than  $2,500,000,000,  of  which  about  3400,000,000  was  in  Unitocl 
States  notes,  for  the  redemption  of  which  no  provision  was 


made.  It  was  the  confident  expectation  of  Congress,  which 
proved  to  lie  correct,  that  before  the  refunding  operations  woro 
complete,  the  debt  would  bo  gradually  reduced,  so  that  the 
sum  of  $1,500,000,000,  provided  for  in  the  law,  would  he  siifli- 
ciont  to  refund  all  existing  dobts,  oxeopt  United  Statos  notes, 
into  the  new  securities. 

The  process  of  refunding  progressed  slowly,  was  confined  to 
the  five  per  cent,  bonds,  and  was  somewhat  interrupted  by  (tio 
financial  stringency  of  1873. 

By  the  act  approved  January  20,  1871,  the  amount  of  livo 
per  cont.  bonds  authorized  by  tho  act  approved  July  14,  1870, 
was  increased  to  $500,000,000,  but  the  act  was  not  to  bo  con¬ 
strued  to  authorize  any  inereaso  of  bonds  provided  for  by  tho 
refunding  act. 

Prior  to  the  24tH  of  August,  18711,  tlioro  had  lioen  sold,  for 
refunding  purposos,  the  wliolo  of  tho  $500,000,000  (ivo  pereonts. 
authorized  by  that  act,  and  on  that  day  Lot  11.  Morrill,  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  entered  iuto  a  contract  for  the  sal o  of 
$40,00(1,000  of  the  four  and  a  half  por  cont.  bonds  authorized 
by  the  refunding  act.  By  this  process  of  refunding  an  animal 
saving  had  been  made  of  $5,400,000  a  year,  by  tho  reduction  of 
interest  iu  the  sale  of  $540,000,000  bonds.  On  the  8th  day  of 
Juno,  1877,  I,  as  Secretary  of  tho  Treasury,  terminated  tho  con¬ 
tract  made  by  Mr.  Morrill,  my  predocossor,  and  placed  on  the 
market  the  four  per  cent,  bonds  providod  for  b.y  the  refunding 
act.  The  subsequent  proceedings  under  this  act  will  bo  more 
appropriately  referred  to  hereafter. 

The  more  dillicnlt  problem  remained  of  advancing  Unitod 
States  notes  to  par  in  coin.  This  could  ho  accomplished  by 
reducing  the  amount  of  those  notes  outstanding,  and,  dins,  by 
their  scarcity,  add  to  their  valuo.  They  woro  a  logal  tendor  in 
paymont  for  all  debts,  public  and  privato,  oxcept  for  duties  on 
imported  goods  and  iutovest  on  tho  public  dobt.  As  long  as 
fchoso  notes  were  at  a  discount  for  coin  thoy  could  circulate 
only  iu  the  Unitod  Statos,  and  until  they  wore  at  par  with 
coin,  coin  would  not  circulate  as  inonoy  in  tho  United  States, 
excopt  to  pay  coin  liabilities.  The  notos  woro  a  dishonored, 
depreciated  promise,  tho  purchasing  power  of  which  viiriod  day 


by  clay,  the  football  of  “  bulls  and  bears.”  In  many  respocts 
these  notes’ were  better  than  any  other  form  of  depreciated 
paper  nionoy,  for  the  peoplo  of  the  United  States  had  full  con- 
lidence  in  their  ultimate  redemption.  Thoy  were  much  bettor 
and  in  higher  favor  with  the  people  than  the  state  bunk  notes 
which  thoy  replaced  and  which  wero  not  only  depreciated  liko 
United  States  notes  but  bad  boen  often  proven  worthless  in 
the  hands  of  innocent  holders.  They  wero  as  good  as  national 
bun  It  notes,  however  well  secured,  for  these  notes  wero  not  pay¬ 
able  in  coin,  but  could  he  redeemed  by  United  States  notes. 
Still,  with  all  thoir  defects  the  United  States  notes  were  tlio 
favorite  money  of  the  people,  and  any  attempt  to  contract 
their  volumo  was  met  by  a  strong  popular  opposition. 

As  already  stated,  the  gradual  reduction  of  the  volume  of 
United  States  notos,  urged  so  strongly  by  Secretary  McCulloch 
and  provided  for  by  the  resumption  act,  met  with  popular  op¬ 
position  and  was  repealed  by  Congress.  Under  these  condi¬ 
tions  it  bocame  necessary  to  approach  tire  specie  standard  of 
value  without  a  contraction  of  the  currency.  'J'lio  act  t.o 
strengthen  the  public  credit,  already  rofevred  to,  was  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  this  stvugglo.  Tlio  government  was,  by  this  act, 
committed  to  the  payment  of  the  United  States  notes  in  coin 
or  its  equivalent.  Dnt  when  and  how  was  not  stated  or  even 
considered.  The  extent  to  which  Congress  would  then  go,  and 
to  which  popular  opinion  would  then  consent,  was  tlio  declara¬ 
tion  that  the  “United  States  solemnly  pledges  its  faith  to 
make  provision  at  the  earliest  practicable  period  for  the  re¬ 
demption  of  tlio  United  States  notes,  in  coin.”  Many  evonts 
must  occur  before  the  fulfillment  of  this  promise  could  bo 
attempted. 


('ll  Al’TKK  X\l[. 

Omt  ('OlNAdlO  llKI'dllK  AN!1  Al/TKIi  TllF  WaII. 

Hnl.  Lll.llh  1'niii  iii  riiriiliiiliui  in  I  HUH-  (Ihh-vii!  Y.*<-  nf  VW\  >w  Nn  M.-nUmi 

nf  I, ho  I  it  til  m  i*  I’iiro  in  III.'  Aol.  nf  IH."iM  Fir-  Fii.-uhil  inn  uf  <lul.l  .Ul'-r  I  In* 
|HoM  AH  Nt>  Trill li  iii  llii.*'  I i/nl inn  "  rimini--  Airminl  uf  Hu-  Hill 
Ki'vIhIiik  Hi"  I.m'vh  I  (cln  f  i  v.  ■  In  I  In*  .Mini,  Aosiiy  (Mllrri  nmi  FuIihmm'  .0  I  In* 

Uniti-il  Stuli'ii'  Whv  Mu'  1‘ollnv  wii"  llvninml  iumi  M»»  (V.inn  Tlu-ti 
Kihmyii  (inly  m.  al'niii  fur  l In*  Fur.iv.ti  »\lnrl.i*i  l.'iiiiMi'-hinciil. 
uf  iii..  "Tin. In  I  hillin'  ”  •  A  I,.;;ul  T.-mlm-  fur  Uiil.v  Five  H..I 
llllri  l(n|inn|c.l  All.llll'lil  In  f  III  V<‘  C’ullJ‘.ri-.  n  I'll  “t  rl  I'M'.' 

I'niimv,.*  AH  •  Uuw  il  Wmil'l  A (f.  i* I  l'n  I'lniliuM'iny 
lli’l  w .  i'll  Srimlnr  Snnui.  r  i.ml  h'.ri <’l m Flt.li. 

AT  tin.  (In  t  o  nf  I  Ik.  passage  of  flm  n cl.  “In  sfrnngl  lien 
Hie  public,  I'mlil.,”  im  iilnrrh  I1.'.  (Slid,  llmro  whs.  lull, 
lifl.lo  coin  in  I'irnilal  ion  in  1 1  m  Huiled  SI  n  I  cm  nx'iiopl. 
gold  (loin,  anil  l.lml.  was  cl i ic lly  conliiii'd  In  llin  I’ucillc. 
(miiihI'.,  in-  U>  flu.  large  purls,  of  onl.ry,  In  Im  usual  in  juiymi'iil  of 
dufins  on  imporled  goods.  Silver  coins  were  mil  in  cimiliil  ion. 
Till,  iiiiioiinl.  of  silver  (loineil  in  IHIill  wiih  Iomk  limn  one  million 
i  In  liars,  and  Hull,  inn  inly  for  ('Xporlii.linii.  I'Tiiel  ionnl  Holes  of 
dilTnruul.  demimiiiiil  ions,  fi'oio  Ion  In  liflv  con  I  s,  were  issued  liy 
1 1  iii  l.reiisiir.v  lo  1 1  in  iiiiioiinl.  of  S 1  lil of  wliicli  )i>l'JU,llll(l,. 

(11)1)  1 1 it 1 1  I redeonied,  noil  $.|(l, Mill, (Hill  wore  niilsliimliiig  in 

eirindiil  ion  or  Intd  lieen  deslroyed.  Tlioso  f rn cl  ionnl  miles 
superseded  silver  eoin  us  Huiled  Slides  miles  superseded  gold 
coin.  Tim  coinngn  laws  ns  limy  Mien  nxisli'd  worn  srullered 
I  lirniigh  llin  laws  of  llui  Hniled  Slulns  from  I7HM  In  IS.'ill,  u.ml 
worn  in  ninny  respee.ls  imporfer.l.  nml  roiilliol  ing. 

Tim  l'n  I  in  lixed  liy  Alexumlor  I  In  mill  .on,  of  lil'leeii  oiim'o.i  of 
silver  us  Hid  eipii  viilon  I.  of  mm  oinii'o  of  gold,  \yns,  nf  I  lie  limn  il. 
wus  iidopfe.il,  siilisl uni  in ily  I  lie  inn rl.nl  ml  in,  lull-  llin  coii.slunl 
lomleiic.y  of  silver  I  o  decline  in  rein  I  ive  viiluo  lo  gold  I  no  I  lieon 
going  on  for  yours  itml  il.  c.onl  iinieil  I  o  derline,  u  imosf  impem-p- 

Hlily  perlialis,  mid  Hie  legal  nil  in  in  I'Tani'o  liiiviog  I . .  lixed 

cl..:n 
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at  fifteen  and  a  half  to  one,  there  was  an  advantage  in  shipping 
gold  to  that  country  from  this,  and  consequently  very  little  if 
any  of  our  gold,  oven  if  coined,  came  into  circulation.  By  the 
act  of  1793  foreign  coins  were  made  a  legal  tender  for  circula¬ 
tion  in  this  country,  and  the  Spanish  silver  dollar,  on  which  ours 
was  founded,  with  its  Stlis  or  “real”  pieces,  found  great  favor. 
Singularly  ouongli.iu  Jloxico  and  the  West  Indies,  the  Spanish 
population  would  exchange  their  dollars  for  ours,  dollar  for  dol¬ 
lar,  although  their  pieces,  if  not  worn,  wore  each  threo  grains 
heavier.  This  led  to  an  exchange  of  our  dollars  for  the  Span¬ 
ish  ones,  which  were  promptly  recoined  at  tho  mint  at  a  fair 
profit  to  the  depositor. 

This  put  upon  tho  government  the  expense  of  manufactur¬ 
ing  coins  with  no  advantage.  Tho  evil  grew  so  great  that  in 
1800  the  further  coinage  of  our  silvor  dollars  was  prohibited  by 
President  Jell'orsmi,  in  an  order  issued  through  the  state  de¬ 
partment,  as  follows : 

DlUWItTMKNT  OK  Sl  ATU,  M„y  1,  1800. 

Siu: — In  consequence  of  a  roprcsoiHabon  from  (lio  diruutor  of  tho  Hunk 
of  tho  United  States,  that  considerable  purchases  have  been  made  of  dollars 
mined  at  tlio  mint  for  (lio  pnrposo  of  oxportin#  them,  mid  as  it  is  probablo 
further  purchases  and  exportations  will  bo  made,  tho  President  direots  that 
all  (he  silver  lo  bo  coined  at  (ho  mint  shall  bo  of  small  denominations,  so  that 
the  value  of  dm  largest  pieces  shall  not  oxceed  half  u  dollar. 

I  am,  etc.,  Jamks  Madison. 

Koiihut  Pattkksok,  Estj.,  Director  of  tho  Mint. 

The  coinage  of  the  silver  dollar  at  our  mint  was  not  resumed 
until  lHiifi.  Tho  small  and  worn  Spanish  pieces,  being  logal 
tender,  also  drovo  from  circulation  our  fractional  coins  coming 
bright  and  plump  from  the  mint.  Hank  notes  and  those  worn 
pieces  fnruished  the  circulation  of  tho  country. 

The  condition  of  tho  currency  bccamo  so  objectionablo  that 
in  1830  the  subject  was  taken  up  by  a  special  committee  of  tho 
House  of  ltepresentatives,  appointed  for  that  purpose.  Three 
reports  were  submitted,  in  one  of  which  the  commit, teo  stated 
that  of  §37,000,000  coined  at  our  mints  only  §5,000,000  re¬ 
mained  in  circulation.  A  bill  was  submitted  to  the  House  fix¬ 
ing  the  ratio  at  15.026  to  one,  and  was  strongly  urged.  There 
appeared  no  special  opposition  to  tho  measure  for  a  time,  but 
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Mio  fooling  of  opposilinn  In  Mm  riiTiibiliou  of  bank  bills  lin.ii 
booouio  vary  sl-roug  mining  Mm  people  mid  was  vrllrolrd  by  Hie 
iidiuiiiisl.mlioii. 

In  Mm  Somite  Mm  opposition  In  linulc  1 1 i  1  l-s  was  beaded  liy 
TIiomilM  II.  Benton,  wlm  openly  advnrulrd  sn  changing  Mm 
e.oiiiugo  valid  lliai,  gold  would  oivoiilalo  In  llm  exclusion  of  Urn 
notes,  and  ]>oi'liii])H  iiicidiniliilly  id'  silver  ulsn.  Tim  mailer  of 
imfviiliiifj  I'ov  silver,  however,  riM'oivi'd  lil.Mn  ill Icnl ion.  Tim 
nil, io  was  (Minuend  lo  sixteen  lo  olio,  .lolm  Qiiinry  Adams  and 
Dimiol  WoIihIiOV  joining  wild  Miillmim  mid  llonloii  in  bringing 
ill  about'-.  II.  was  wol I  lindershnud  nl.  Dm  Mum  Mini  llm  npriii-- 
l.ion  of  this  11 1'.l.  would  bullish  silver.  Tim  nlijrrl.  of  llio  change 
was  disl  ino.lly  si  ill  ml,  rspreiiilly  by  Mr.  llonloii,  who  said  : 

“Tn  t*  rill  I  ill'  i  In'  (VirmlH  nf  I'ulil  In  In  Will'll  III  (lie  t'ij'lil  plllim  In  1'IVi‘H. 
(lin  iT'i'iiVi>r\'  nf  dial.  |»ri'finu!i  nmiid,  wlimli  dmir  fudmi*  iiiirn  pi t  ; 
wliioh  (hn  Hiilijiu'lH  of  la}ur<i| iimi ti  hois*  ]ii>hmi«hh;  svliirli  dm  cilizi'iiH  nf 

dm  ynnti|{  ii‘juil»lii'H  lo  dm  Himdi  all  ]uimhi»hh  5  svhicli  nvrii  dm  ftvn  iu«^;r<ii<H  nf 
San  Ihitnin^o  jaiHHCHH ;  1ml  of  wlimli  llm  yi''HinmfV  of  dim  Aiimrini  Imvn 
Imini  ilhjmivnil  for  morn  i him  himnly  ymun,  ami  will  ln>  1  |n| ui vm I  f(ih«vi'r, 
UhliiHH  limy  dmimvnr  llm  euium  of  dm  ovii  mal  ii|i|ily  dm  rntmily  (n  ifa 

lly  llio  ito.l,  of  1  HIM ,  snporaddrd  l.o  by  I  lie  aol-of  IH1I7, 1  lie  ml  io 
of  sixTnon  l-o  0110  iusioad  of  (Iflenii  lo  ono  was  ado|ilod.  Tim 
rosnll,  was  Mini,  gold  ruins  wore  largely  iolrodiiood  mid  riirii- 
liilod  ;  loll,  ns  six' I  eon  minors  of  silver  wore  worlli  more  I  bun  mm 
011  ncn  nf  gold,  llio  silver  ruins  disii|>|>onrod,  o.\oo|i|.  llio  ilopro- 
c.ia.l ml  silver  min  of  ollior  cniiiilrirs,  I  bon  a  logal  lender.  To 
eoiTorl,  I  bis  evil,  llniigross,  on  I  bo'JIsl.  nf  l.'olirimry,  Infill,  pro- 
vidod  fur  llio  pimdiiiso  of  silver  bnlliioi  by  llio  goveriiiiienl,  lo 
lid  I'.oiued  by  il,  mid  110I.  for  llm  owners  id'  llio  bullion.  Thai 
was  llm  llrsl,  l.inm  llm  gnvermiieiil.  laid  ever  iinderlnlien  lo 
liny  bullion  for  eoiintge  purposes.  II.  ]irovidod  for  llio  pimdiase 
of  silver  bullion  and  llio  eoiimgo  of  subsidiary  silver  reins  al. 
llio  valid  of  less  Ilian  lifleen  lo  one.  No  nmnlioii  was  minlo 
of  I, ho  dollar  ill  Mm  url.  of  IHfill,  II,  laid  fiillon  info  disiisn  mill 
wlinn  coined  was  exported,  being  more  viilnalile  us  bullion  limn 
as  coin. 

As  llm  valnn  of  l  lm  minor  cuius  wus  less  Ihan  gold  al.  llm 
e.oiiaigo  ratio,  l.lmy  worn  limiled  us  a  legal  lender  In  live  dollars 
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in  any  one  payment.  They  iveto,  in  fact,  a  subsidiary  coin  mado 
on  government  account,  and,  from  Uioiv  convenience  and  neces¬ 
sity,  were  maintained  in  circulation.  Tlioy  were  similar  to 
the  coins  now  in  use,  revived  and  reenacted  by  the  resumption 
act  of  1875. 

It  was  not  the  intention  of  the  framers  of  this  law  to  demone¬ 
tize  silver,  because  they  were  openly  avowed  bimetallists,  bnt 
it  limited  coinage  to  silver  bought  by  tho  government  at 
market  price.  They  saw,  in  this  expedient,  a  way  in  which 
silver  could  ho  more  generally  utilized  than  in  any  other. 
Mr.  H.  M.  T.  Hunter,  an  avowed  bimetallist,  in  a  report  to  the 
Hinted  States  Senate,  said : 

“  Tho  miseliiof  would  bo  iudood  if  sill  tlm  world  wore  to  adopt  but 

one  of  tho  previous  metals  as  the  standard  of  value.  To  adopt  gold  nlono 
would  diminish  tho  specie  currency  more  (him  ono-lmlf ;  mid  (ho  reduction 
tho  other  way,  should  silver  bo  taken  as  the  only  standard,  would  bo  Invgo 
enough  to  prove  highly  disastrous  to  (ho  human  rneo.” 

lie  evidently  did  not  consider  the  purclmso  of  silver  bullion 
at  its  coinage)  valuo  by  the  government,  instead  of  the  tree 
coinago  of  silver,  as  monometallism. 

After  the  passage  of  the  act,  of  1853,  gold  in  great  quanti¬ 
ties,  the  product  of  tho  mines  in  California,  was  freely  coined 
at  the  ratio  of  sixteen  to  one,  and  was  in  gonoral  circulation. 
If,  thou,  the  purchase  of  silvor,  instead  of  the  free  coinago  of 
silver,  is  tho  demonetization  of  silver,  it  was  demonetized  prac¬ 
tically  in  1834,  and  certainly  in  1853,  whew  file  purchase  of 
silver  and  its  nso  as  money  increased  enormously.  In  1852 
the  coinago  of  silvor  was  less  than  §1,01)0,000.  In  tho  next 
year  tho  coinage  of  silver  rose  to  over  §11,000,000,  and  reached 
the  aggregate  of  nearly  $50,000,000  before  tho  beginning  of  tho 
Civil  War.  Thou,  as  now,  tho  purchase  of  silver  bullion  led 
to  a  greater  coinago  than  freo  coinago. 

This  was  tho  condition  of  onr  coinage  nntil  the  war,  like  all 
other  great  wavs  in  history,  drove  all  coins  into  hoarding  or  ex¬ 
portation,  and  paper  prom  isos,  great  and  small,  from  five  cents 
'  to  a  thousand  dollars,  supplanted  both  silver  and  gold. 

When,  therefore,  it  became  necessary  to  prepare  for  the 
coinage  of  gold  and  silver  to  meet  the  requirements  of  tho  act 
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of  I860,  “  to  strengthen  the  public  credit,”  it  was  deomod  by  the 
treasury  department  advisable  to  revise  and  codify  the  coinage 
laws  of  tho  United  Slates.  Mr.  lioutwell,  then  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  with  the  assistance  of  John  Jay  Knox,  deputy  comp¬ 
troller,  afterwards  comptroller,  of  tho  currency,  and  the  ofliccrs 
of  the  mints  of  the  United  States,  prepared  a  complete  code 
of  the  coinage  laws.  It  was  submitted  to  exports,  not  only  to 
those  in  the  treasury  but  also  to  all  persons  familiar  with  the 
subjoct.  The  bill  was  entitled,  “An  act  revising  and  amend¬ 
ing  tho  laws  relativo  to  the  mint,  assay  offices,  and  coinage  of 
tho  United  States.” 

The  law,  tested  by  experience,  is  conceded  to  be  an  excellent 
measure.  A  singlo  provision  of  this  bill  lias  boon  tho  subject 
of  charges  and  imputations  that  tho  silver  dollar  wits,  in  n 
fraudulent  and  surreptitious  way,  “demonetized  ”  by  this  act. 
There  is  not  the  slightest  foundation  for  this  imputation.  Tho 
bill  was  sont  to  me  as  chairman  of  tho  committeo  on  finance, 
and  submitted  to  theSonato  with  this  lettor  : 

Tiimakuuv  Drparvmj-.nt,  April  25,  1870. 

Sm: — I  lmve  tlio  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  bill  revising  tho  laws  rel¬ 
ativo  to  the  mint,  assay  ollices,  anti  coinage  of  tho  United  States,  and 
accompanying  report.  The  bill  has  been  proparod  under  tho  supervision  of 
John  Jay  Knox,  deputy  comptroller  of  tho  currency,  and  its  passage  is  roo- 
onulionded  in  the  form  presented.  It  includes,  in  a  condensed  form,  all  tho 
important  legislation  upon  the  ooimigo,  not  now  obsolete,  sinco  tho  first  mint 
was  established,  in  1792;  and  tho  report  gives  a  conoiso  statement  of  tho 
various  amendments  proposed  to  existing  laws  and  tho  necessity  for  tho 
change  rocoinmendod.  Thoro  has  beon  no  revision  of  (lie  laws  pertaining 
to  tlio  mint  and  ooinago  since  1827,  and  it  is  believed  that  tho  pussago  of  tiro 
inclosed  bill  will  conduce  greatly  to  tiro  eilioionoy  and  economy  of  litis 
important  branch  of  tire  government  sorvice. 

I  am,  vory  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gko.  S.  Hol'twicu.,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Hox.  John  Siikrman, 

Chairman  Financo  Committee,  United  States  .Senate. 

Soction  15  of  the  original  bill  omitted  the  silver  dollar.  It 
was  as  follows : 

“  Sicc.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  of  (ho  silvor  coin,  tlio  weight 
of  tho  half  dollar,  or  picoo  of  50  coats,  shall  be  192  grains ;  and  that  of  the 
quarter  dollar  and  dime  shall  be,  respectively,  ono-half  and  ono-llfth  of 
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t!io  weight  of  tail)  Imlf  dollar,  'l’lmt  tho  silver  coin  issued  in  conformity 
with  tin:  above  section  shall  Iio  u  logiil  tender  in  any  ono  ijnymimt  of  debts 
for  ul)  .sums  loss  than  ono  dollar.” 

Section  18  prohibited  all  coins  except  those  named,  ns 
follows : 

“Sue.  18.  Am?  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  coins,  eithor  gold,  silver, 
or  minor  coinage,  shall  hereafter  ho  issued  from  th©  mint  other  than  those  of 
tlio  denominations,  standards,  and  weights  heroin  sot  forth.” 

Special  attention  was  called  to  the  dropping  out  of  the 
stiver  dolliir,  both  by  Secretary  Bontwcll  and  Mr.  Knox,  and 
the  opinion  of  experts  was  invited  and  given  on  this  special 
matter  and  communicated  to  Congress.  These'  sections,  in 
the  three  years  that  the  bill  was  pending  in  Congress,  were 
changed  either  in  the  House  or  Senate  in  only  one  or  two 
unimportant  particulars. 

Accompanying  the  report  of  Mr.  Knox  were  the  statements 
of  Robert  Patterson,  of  Philadelphia,  confessedly  one  of  the 
ablest  scientists  and  metallists  in  the  United  States,  in  favor 
of  dropping  from  otir  coinage  tlio  silver  dollar.  Dr.  Limlennan, 
the  director  of  the  mint,  made  the  same  recommendation.  Jn 
the  report  accompanying  the  introduction  of  tlio  bill,  under 
date  of  April  20,  1870,  Comptroller  Knox  gives  tlio  history 
of  the  silver  dollar  and  the  reasons  for  its  discontinuance  as 
follows : 

“The  dollar  unit,  as  money  of  account,  was  established  by  tho  net  of 
Congress  April  2,  1792,  and  the  sumo  act  provides  for  tlio  coinage  of  a  sil¬ 
ver  dollar,  ‘of  tlio  value  of  a  Spanish  milled  or  pillar  dollar,  as  tho  same 
is  now  ourrent.’-  Tho  silver  dollar  was  first  coined  in  1794,  weighing  410 
grains,  of  which  371^  grains  wore  pur©  silver,  the  linoness  boing  892.4. 
The  act  of  January  18,  1837,  reduces  tho  standard  weight  to  412£  grains, 
but  increases  tho  fineness  to  900,  tho  quantity  of  pure  silvor  remaining  371  £ 
grains  as  before,  and  at  these  rates  it  is  still  coined  in  limited  amount.” 

He  then  says : 

“The  coinage  of  tho  silvor  dollar  piece,  tho  history  of  wliioh  is  boro 
given,  is  discontinued  in  tho  proposed  bill.  It  is,  by  existing  law,  tho  dollar 
unit,  and  assuming  the  value  of  gold  to  bo  fifteen  unci  one-half  timos  that  of 
silver,  boing  about  tho  mean  ratio  for  tho  past  six  years,  is  worth  in  gold  a 
premium  of  about  three  per  cent,  (its  value  being  1 03.1 2)  and  intrinsically  moro 
than  seven  per  cent,  premium  in  our  othor  silvor  ooin,  its  value  thus  boing 
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107.42.  Tho  present  laws  consequently  authorize  both  a  gold  dollar  unit  and 
a  silver  dollar  unit,  differing  from  each  other  in  mti-insio  value.  The  present 
gold  dollar  piece  is  made  the  dollar  unit  in  tho  proposed  bill,  and  the  silver 
dollar  piece  is  discontinued.  If,  however,  such  a  coin  is  authorized,  it  should 
be  issued  only  as  a  commercial  dollar,  not  as  a  standard  unit  of  aocount,  and 
of  the  exaot  value  of  tho  Mexican  dollar,  which  is  the  favorito  for  circulation 
in  China  and  Japan  and  other  oriental  countries. 

“Noth. — Assuming  tho  value  of  gold  to  bo  fifteen  and  one-half  times 
that  of  silver,  tho  French  b-frano  piece  is  worth  about  9b|  coals  (90.4784) ; 
the  standard  Moxicnn  dollar  104.90,  our  silvor  dollar  pieoo  103.12,  and  two 
of  our  half-dollar  pioces  90  cents.” 

Tlio  finance  committee  carefully  examined  tlio  hill.  We 
were  not  in  any  hurry  about  it.  It  was  sent  to  us  in  April, 
1870,  and  was  printed  and  sent,  by  the  order  of  tho  .Senate,  to 
everyone  who  desired  to  read  it  or  look  over  it. 

That  committee  was  composed  of  Messrs.  Sherman,  Wil¬ 
liams,  Cattell,  Morrill,  Warner,  Fenton  and  Bayard. 

The  bill  was  reported  unanimously  to  the  Senate  December 
It),  1870,  alter  lying  in  the  committeo  room  for  oight  months. 

The  dollar  was  dropped  from  the  coins  in  tho  bill  framed 
in  the  treasury  department.  It  was  then  an  unknown  coin. 
Although  I  was  quite  active  in  business  which  brought  under 
my  eye  different  forms  of  money,  I  do  not  remember  at  that 
time  ever  to  havo  seen  a  silver  dollar.  Probably  if  it  had 
boon  mentioned  to  the  coimnittco  and  discussed  it  would 
havo  been  thought,  as  a  matter  of  course,  scarcely  worthy  of 
inquiry.  If  it  was  known  at  all,  it  was  known  as  a  coin  for 
the  foreign  market. 

No  one  proposed  to  roissno  it.  The  Pacific  coast  had  six 
iutolligont,  able,  and  competent  Senators  on  the  floor  of  the 
Scnato.  They  would  have  carefully  looked  out  for  tlio  interest 
of  silver,  if  tho  bill  affected  them  injuriously.  Tho  authority 
given  in  tho  bill  as  it  finally  passed  for  coining  tho  so-called 
trado  dollar,  met  all  the  demands  of  the  silver  producing 
states.  But  the  silver  dollar  at  that  time  was  worth  more  than 
the  gold  dollar.  California  and  Nevada  were  on  tlio  gold 
standard. 

The  bill  was  printed  over  ami  over  again,  finally  reported, 
and  brought  before  tho  Senate.  It  was  debated  there  for  three 
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days.  livery  Senator  from  the  Pacific  coast  spoke  upon  the 
measure.  Representing  the  committee,  T  presented  the  ques¬ 
tions  sis  they  occurred  from  time  to  timo,  until  finally  wo 
differed  quite  seriously  upon  the  question  of  a  chargo  for  the 
coinage  of  gold.  The  only  yea  and  nay  vote  in  the  Senate  on 
the  passage  of  that  bill,  after  two  days  debate,  occurred  on 
the  10th  of  January,  1871.  Thoso  who  voted  in  favor  of  the 
bill  were  Messrs.  Bayard,  Boreman,  Brownlow,  Casserly,  Cole, 
Colliding,  Corbett,  Davis,  Gilbert,  Hamlin,  Harlan,  Jewett, 
Johnston,  Kellogg,  McCreary,  Morton,  Nyo,  Patterson,  Pome¬ 
roy,  Pool,  Ramsey,  Rice,  Sanlsbury,  Sponcer,  Stewart,  Stockton, 
Sumner,  Thurman,  Tipton,  Trumbull,  Vickers,  Warner,  Willey, 
Williams,  Wilson  and  Yates— 30, 

Every  one  of  the  six  Members  of  the  Pacific  coast  voted  for 
the  bill  after  full  debate. 

Against,  this  bill  were  Messrs.  Abbott,  Ames,  Anthony, 
Buckingham,  Carpenter,  Chandler,  Fenton,  Hamilton,  of  Texas, 
Harris,  llowell,  Morrill,  of  Vermont,  Pratt,  Scott  and  Sher¬ 
man — 14. 

So  that  on  Hie  only  yea  and  nay  vote  which  whs  over  taken 
upon  the  bill  I  voted  against  it.  It,  was  not  on  account  of  de¬ 
monetizing  the  silver  dollar,  I  did  not  do  it  because  of  that, 
but  I  did  it  because  gold  was  then  only  coined  for  the  benefit 
of  prival  e  depositors;  we  were  not  using  gold  except  for  limited 
purposes.  Gold  was  the  standard  in  California,  and  wo  thought 
the  people  of  that  stato  ought  to  continue]  to  pay  the  old  and 
reasonable  into  for  coiuugo  of  ono-lii'th  of  ono  cent  to  the  dol¬ 
lar.  No  action  was  taken  on  the  bill  in  the  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives,  and  it  failed  to  puss  during  that  Congress.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  next  Congress  t.lio  bill  was  introduced  by  Win. 
D.  Kelley,  and  reported  by  him  favorably  to  the  Honso  of  Rep¬ 
resentatives.  it  gave  rise  to  considerable  debate,  especially 
the  section  defining  the  silver  coins.  No  ono  proposed  to 
restore  the  old  silver  dollar,  hut,  tlio  House  inserted  a 
coin  precisely  the  equivalent  of  iivo  francs,  or  two'  half 
dollars  of  onr  subsidiary  coin,  and  this  franc  dollar,  as  it 
was  called,  was  made,  like  other  subsidiary  coins,  a  legal 
tender  for  only  (ivo  dollars.  On  tlio  9f.h  of  April,  1872,  Mr. 
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Hooper,  hiLvin^  rliarpm  of  llm  hill,  called  especial  itltnnlimi 
(.o  the  timppinp;  of  the  old  dollur  mid  (lie  siihsl-il  alien  u[  Ilia 
Vvonrli  dollar.  lie  said,  on  April  1),  lS7‘d: 

“Snelimi  10  dm  pmvisiouH  of  c.\intiiikr  Iiiwh  llio  ollvoc 

nniiiH  hihI  llii-ii'  weights,  rcupnutively,  except  in  rehitiuu  In  (he  nilver  (lullin', 
which  ih  reduced  in  weight  from  'ii-i'j  in  l  ^vniw,  limn  nmUin^  it  »  enb* 
hiitinry  coin  in  Imiiuoiiy  willi  llio  hIvct  cuinn  of  lens  demunimtlmii,  In  wvuvo 
ils  oommnent  circulutiim  willi  them.  The  silver  dollar  c>T  1 grains,  by 
mason  of  its  bullion  dial  intrinsic  value  bcinp;  }»iculer  Ilian  ils  noiuiual  value, 
loiio  since  ceic-cd  to  be  a  coin  of  ciiviilulioii,  and  is  moiled  by  maun Tnoi m- 
ur.s  of  Hilvcnvam.  It  does  not  oimulaln  hmv  in  comincmiid  tiansaclions  with 
any  connlrv,  and  (lio  I'onvcuicuco  oT  (hose  luanufaclimuH,  in  iliiu  icnpecl,  can 
better  bn  met  by  su[i|d viu;;'  small  Mumped  bum  <>[  dm  Mime  stunduid,  avoid* 
in^r  (bit  useless  c\pmise  of  coiniiio'  ihe  dollar  Tor  dull  pUl  pm  e.  'rile  euihlioo 
or  die  ludr  dime  is  discontinued  for  die  reason  (hat  i(s  place  is  supplied  by 
die  coppev  nickel  llve-ecnt  piece,  of  wbielv  IV  liUpe  issue  bus  been  made,  and 
which,  by  Ihe  provisions  oT  (he  not  uiilhuu/in/r  i(s  issue,  is  redeemable  in 
Unibul  Slaton  n u rr**n*'>y .** 

When  llm  hill  was  seal,  lo  the  Menulo  it,  iit  colaplitnica 
willi  llio  inemmiitl  of  I  lie  Iruislulnro  of  Ihe  Slain  at  ('nlil'oniia, 
inserted  la  pla.cn  ol'  llm  . I'1  rent'll  dellar,  ef  ,'jHl  grains  of  sland- 
anl  silver,  n  ilolliiv  <nm(tiiiiiii(>  -11111  pruins  of  slaielnrd  silver, 
called  llio  "t ratio  dollar.”  This  was  nrped  upon  llm  prmiiul 
l  lia.l,  as  llm  Mexican  dollar  conlitincd  -I  III  prains,  or  !l,l  (.p-iiins 
mere  Ilian  llm  nhl  silver  dtdlar,  il.  hail  itn  iidviiiiliijia  in  Irailn 
u  illi  China  and  .la  pan  over  oar  dollar,  and  1 1  ml  a.  ruin  conlain- 
inj;  it  law  praias  morn  llntn  Ilia  Alexiea n  dollar  would  pivo 
onr  poopln  I  Im  hcnclil,  of  lliisnso  for  silvor.  This  ilollar  was, 
in  cenfercurn,  uprectl  la  hy  tlm  I laiisc,  hnl,  was  n  li>,;al  lontlcr 
far  only  live  tlollars.  (In  linal  aclian  nil  tlinl.  hill,  llm  rnn- 
ftuwM  tin  llm  pari,  of  llm  Sciiatn  went  Messrs.  Slmriiiiin,  Seol.l. 
and  Jlayartl.  Tim  anieiidiiieiil  of  dm  Selmle  udoplinp;  llm 
l.rudn  dollar  mis  npreed  la  liy  llm  House,  and  llm  hill  passed  in 
1hiI.1i  Utilises  widionl,  a  division. 

Tlmrn  never  was  a,  hill  proposed  in  l  lm  I  lonpress  of  I  Im  l  i  nil  oil 
duties  which  was  so  publicly  anti  openly  preseulctl  and  uni- 
litl.nd.  I  knew  of  no  hill  in  my  experience  which  was  prinlml, 
as  l.lii.M  was,  lliirleim  limes,  in  order  lo  invite  iillrnlimi  In  il.  I 
know  no  bill  which  was  freer  from  any  immoral  orwronp  inlln- 
eneo  (  linn  1  11  is  acl,  of  ],H7!I. 
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Haring  tlio  pendnno.y  (if  Ibis  bill.  Mm  Scusil oth  mid  liepi'e- 
sontati  von  from  tho  l'aoilie  eimst  were  in  favor  of  llm  single 
standard  of  gold  nlimn.  This  whs  repeal  nilly  shown  during  Him 
(Inhales,  1ml.  iiinv  they  cinuplain  Mini.  I  ho  silver  (lullin'  was  do- 
liionotmid,  ami  1  Inti-,  Hitnigh  presold.,  Inking  Ihc  must  mdivo 
interest  in  Him  consideralimi  id'  t Ito  lull,  (boy  did  mil.  nbsm'o 
Unit  tlio  silver  dollin'  wan  dropiiml  from  lliti  cninago.  Tlio  pub¬ 
lic,  records  arc  tumcliisiva  againat  this  pi'clonse.  Air.  Slowni'l, 
iSomitor  from  Nevada,  and  all  t.lm  Knualors  from  tlio  I’ltcilio 
const,  who  took  an  activo  purl,  in  Him  dnbnln  on  Him  bill,  must 
lmvo  know’n  <i£  1.1m  dropping  of  Him  silver  dollar  from  I  lie  cniu- 
ago.  It  apponrs  from  Urn  "  (.'ongrossioual  Hccui'd”  I  bill  ,  on 
tho  11th  of  t’cibritary,  187*1,  Mr.  Stewart  said  : 

"1  want  tlm  Htiindnrd  gold,  and  no  paper  numny  nol  vi'drramlda  in 
gold  ;  no  paper  lummy  tlio  vnluo  of  wliirli  in  not  iiHrorliiiiiod  ;  no  |inprr 
nlnluiy  llillt  will  nrgiui'r/.ii  n  gold  bonrd  lo  Hpci-nliiln  ia  il.” 

Again,  only  a  fmv  days  aflor  this,  on  Him  tldlh  of  b'i>brn- 
ary,  wdmn  1m  wan  n|ioakiug  in  favor  of  I  bo  rnnnlnl  ion,  iunl  mol¬ 
ing  Him  eunmiil.lne  on  linamm  lo  roporl  a  bill  providing  for  tho 
con vtirli I li lily  id'  treasury  notes  inlo  gold  coin  or  live  pur  oenl. 
bonds,  lie  said : 

“by  lllin  prnivsM  wo  Hindi  l-omo  to  a  apooio  lia-.i',,  and  wltoa  ilia  Inlaaiag 
lima  nioaivaH  a  ilollnr  il.  will  Inivn  ilia  pini-lniiing  powar  id  a  ilollnr,  nail  he 
will  not  lia  on  Had  a  |  ii  it)  to  dii  wlml  in  iinpoH..il,ln  for  liiia  or  ilia  prodia-ing 
alllHHi'H  lo  do,  llgarn  upon  I liu  a.i£|.|magi.H,  llgara  upon  ilia  llai.Oailioiai,  llguia 
upon  tin)  giilnliliag  ia  iN’aiv  Vork  ;  lull  lin  will  know  wlml  Ins  money  in 
tvortli.  tinkl  in  Ilia  ntiivnmd  nlninliuil  of  tlio  world.  Ml  or  1 1  an  |  y  known 
wlml  a  ilullnr  in  gold  in  wurlk.” 

Tti  roviiwv  Hits  bislory  of  11101101,  of  1H7.M:  Il  was  framod  in 
tlio  treasury  dtiparl nionl,  aflor  a  thorough  osaniinal  ion  by  os- 
pdvts,  transniit.l.eil  In  both  Houses  uf  Cnngross,  I  lunniighly  o\- 
ainined  and  dobated  during  four  ounsooulivo  sossinua,  w  illi  in- 
fnriiiittiidi  oallod  for  by  llm  lluiiso  of  lloprosonlal  ivos,  prinlod 
thirl.cim  times  by  order  ami  broadly  circulated,  ami  many 
ainondinenls  wore  proposed,  but  no  nutlerial  changes  were  mitihi 
in  tlm  consign  clause  from  Him  beginning  tn  Hie  end  of  llm  rnn- 

tvovnrsy.  It  added  Him  l''rcmdi  dollar  fora  li . ,  hut  I  Iml.  was 

Hitpcrscded  by  tlio  trade  dullar,  ami  noilher  was  made  a  legal 


tendin'  but  fov  five  dnllavs,  It  passed  I  ho  Senate  mi  the  Mill  ot 
.Inlniavy,  1H7I-— !!(!  yens  and  H  nays  -  livery  Sonnier  from  1:1m 
l’noili«  ('.oust  voting  for  it. 

It  was  introduced  in  tho  House  of  Koprcsonl  olives  hy  Mr, 
Kolloy,  at  Uio  noxt  session.  It  was  deluded,  Kcrnlinizod,  tuid 
passed  unaninnnisly,  dropping  flits  , silver  dollar,  as  directly 
staled  hy  Mr.  Hooper.  It  was  roporlod,  deluded,  mnomlod,  and 
passed  hy  I  lie  Senate  mmniinonsly,  In  every  slngn  of  the  hill, 
and  nviiry  print,  Uio  dnllur  of  dltlj  grains  was  pruhihiled,  awl 
Uio  single  geld  slandanl  rerognizr.il,  proclaimed,  and  umler- 
sl.iaid.  It  was  nnt  until  silver  was  a  cheaper  dollar  Unit  any¬ 
one  dinmimlril  it,  and  then  it  was  to  taloi  mlviiulnge  of  n 
creditor. 

It  Inis  always  boon  within  llm  power  of  Congress  to  correct 
this  emir,  if  error  was  made;  hut.  Congress  1ms  refused  over 
and  over  again  In  do  it.  When  Ilia  contrnvorsy  arose,  in  1.H7H, 
on  the  lllaml  hill,  and  tho  iloliso  of  .ItepreseiilnlivoK  pro¬ 
posed  Uni  frtits  coinage  of  silver,  the  Somite  rejecled  it  after  n 
dolilioralo  contest,  and  Knlistitiilod  in  place  of  if  wlatl.  iH  called 
iliti  Hkml-Allison  act.,  which  roipiiml  Uni  pnreliasn,  by  the 
government,  of  silver  hellion  at  its  market  value,  and  iltt 
cniniign  to  a  limited  anunmt.  klvery  tsIVorl,  lias  linen  made, 
from  Unit  lime  In  this,  to  have  the  Congress  of  flits  United 
Stains  puss  a  Iron  ouinngn  net. 

If  this  is  done,  il,  will  he  In  secure  a  cheaper  dollar  ef  Ichh 
purchasing  power,  with  I  lie  view  I  n  tmahlc  dnhlnrs  In  pay 
debts,  cuul.racl.cd  on  flic  basis  of  gold  coin,  with  silver  coins, 
worlli,  with  free  cuinnge,  less  Ilian  nnc-lialf  of  gold  coin. 

In  reviewing,  at  l.liis  ilislanen  of  lime,  the  iegisla.l inn  of 
I-S7J!,  in  respect  In  Uio  coinage,  ut  Hilvcr,  1  am  uf  Uni  opinion 
I  lull,  if  was  rurfiinnle  I  hat,  flic  Unilcil  , Stains  thou  dropped  Uio 
I'oinagii  of  I  lie  old  silver  dollar.  No  one  then  cunlnnipln.feil  Uni 
ninirmniiH  yield  of  silver  from  llm  mines,  and  Hie  resnll.ing  fall 
in  tin)  market  value  of  silver,  Imf,  acting  upon  llm  exporieuro 
of  Ihn  past,  Unit  a  parity  hnfween  silver  and  gold  mold  mil,  tin 
inainlnined  at  any  li. veil  nil  in,  Congress  ndnpletl  gold  as  the 
standard  of  value,  and  ruined  silver  as  a  .subsidiary  coin,  tn  lm 
received  and  niitinlnineil  at  a  parity  with  gold,  Imf  only  a  legal 


(.piulcr  fur  small  sums.  This  was  the  principle  u(lu(ili'il  in  Ihu 
aft  of  ISfill,  wlam  silver  was  mure  valuable  llnui  nulil  ill.  Ihe 
legal  nil iu.  Silver  was  mil,  (lieu  euineil  iulu  dollars,  hectuise 
it  was  (lieu  wiirlli  mure  as  litiUiun  Ilian  us  coin.  It  was  needed 
for  change,  and,  under  (lie  law  ut  IShll,  il.  was  furnished  in 
abundance.  Similar  laws  lire  new  in  I'oree  iu  all  ruuiilrit'H 
whei'n  geld  is  Urn  side  sliimliml.  Under  these  lnvvs,  a  burger 
tiiiimml,  id  silver  is  employed  as  subsidiary  cuius  Hum  when  the 
txiiiingn  of  silver  was  free. 

Tho  siinin  enmlilion  of  roiuttgo  new  exists  in  Ihe  Uniltid 
Slides,  While  silver  is  reduced  in  miirlcel;  value  nearly  nne- 
lnilf,  silver  cuius  tiro  uiitiutained  at.  ( >11  r,  with  gold  at.  Ihe 
old  ralio,  by  (lie  Hat  lit  the  goveriiineiil.  II.  is  true  I hn i,  tho 
pimiluiHo  of  silver,  under  reeeul.  laws,  involved  a  heavy  loss  to 
Uni  government,  bill,  Hie  free  emiuigo  of  silver,  under  Hits  ratio 
of  sixteen  Iu  one,  would  exclude  gold  from  uuv  cnrrenry,  delnrh 
Ihe  lhiiled  Slides  from  Ihe  moneliiry  sliimhu'd  of  nil  Ihe  chief 
r.nnmierrinl  mil  ions  of  Ihe  world,  mid  i ■  1 1 1 1 1 1 ; ;i >  nil  existing  eon- 
Irne.ls  helween  individuals  mid  wil h  Ibo  gnvnruineid.  Iu  view 
of  these  results,  ceriain  I o  collie  from  Ihe  free  rninnpr  of  siller, 
I  am  convinced  Hail,  until  some  inlermil  ioiin  I  a  mi  ngeumiit 
can  he  liiiule,  I  lie  present  system  of  cmiiugo  should  coulinue 
iu  force.  This  has  now  hocomn  a.  polilicnl,  or,  nillier,  a  mone- 
lary  ipiesl ion,  lo  he  decided  sooner  or  Inter,  by  po|nilar  opinion, 
at,  ihe  pulls.  This  subject,  will  lie  further  discussed  at.  n.  Inter 
period,  when  ell'orls  were  made  lo  inlojil.  Ihe  free  rnimigo  of 
silver  at  Hie  old  ml  io. 

Prior  lo  ihe  menliiig  of  1  ’impress  in  lleeomher,  I.K7II,  a  run- 
ll'ovevsy  hail  arisen  helween  Senator  Sumner  and  Serrelary 
.Fish,  which  ri'enled  seriims  eiiihiirriissiiionl,  ami  I  lliiuli  had  a 
very  injurious  inllneiire  during  I  tint  and  siuveeding  sessions  of 
Hongross,  Mr.  Siinilier  had  long  been  ehairmiiii  of  Ihe  eum- 
luiUt'o  on  foreign  rehilious,  and  mi  dinihl  oxereised  n  domineer 
ing  jiower  iu  lliis  brunch  of  Ihe  public,  service.  Mr.  Fish  and 
Mr.  Kinnner  had  dilTcred  widely  in  rcspcc.l.  lo  Ihe  iiimo.ial ion  of 
Sun  llomingii  and  ceriain  diplmiml ie  nppoiid melds  and  former 
Irenlies,  aiming  lliein  Ihe  highly  imporliinl  Kuglish  uegol  in  I  ion 
[or  the  hoII  lenient  of  cltiiuiH  growing  out.  of  tliewnr.  Hu  llmse 


topics  tlio  Prosidoiit  and  Mr.  Stunner  could  not  agree.  Mr. 
Suinnor  insisted  that  tlio  lnisty  proclamation  iiy  (5  rent  lli'ittiin 
of  neutrality  between  tlio  United  States  and  tlio  Southern  Con¬ 
federacy  was  tlmgrnvainon  of  the  Alabama  claims.  Tlio  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Mr.  Uisli  contended  that  this  proclamation  was  an 
net  of  which  wo  could  not  comphiiu,  except  as  an  imlicalimi  of 
an  unfriendly  spirit  by  Croat  Britain,  and  that  tlio  true  basis  of 
the  Alabama  claims  was  that  Croat  linliiiu,  uftcr  proclaiming 
iiontiulity,  did  not  oiiforco  it,  lint  allowed  hoi'  subjects  to  btiild 
cruisers,  tind  mini,  arm  and  uso  them,  under  envoi'  of  tlio  rebel 
llag,  to  this  doslriiolioii  of  our  ciimmei'ciu]  navy. 

Tliis  difforoiioo  of  opinion  between  the  President  anil  Mr. 
, Sunnier  led  to  the  rciuoval  of  John  L.  Mutiny,  our  minister  to 
lOiigland,  who  sided  with  Suiiiiicr,  and  imipiesUoiiiihly  inlonsi- 
licil  the  feeling  that  had  arisen  from  the  San  Dmtiingo  treaty. 

As  to  that,  treaty  it  wus  a  conceded  fuel,  (hat  hoforn  tlio 
President  had  boenino  publicly  commitl ed  lo  it  lie  bad,  waiving 
liis  ollieial  rank,  sought  the  advice  mid  counsel  of  Mr.  Simmer, 
and  was  ovidontly  misled  as  to  Mr.  Siminer’s  views  mi  tliis  sub¬ 
ject.  Tins  siilisoiiiioiit  debating,  in  both  open  ami  oxrculivo 
session,  led  to  Mr.  Kninuor’s  tailing  tlm  most  exl  reinoiiud  nctivo 
opposition  to  tho  treaty,  in  which  lie  arrayed  wi  IB  great  severity 
(lie  conduct  of  tiie  naval  oilicers,  tlm  Secretary  of  tlio  IS'avy, 
Mr.  Pish  ii ml  llm  President.  Tliis  was  aggravated  by  alleged 
public,  convousat  ions  with  Mr.  Simmer  by  “  interviewers,”  in 
which  Hie  molives  of  tlio  President  and  olliors  were  impugned. 

In  Hie  meantime,  social  relations  lict.ween  tlio  Secretary  ul: 
State  ami  Mr.  Sunnier  liiul  heroine  impossible;  ami  consider¬ 
ing  human  passion,  prejudice  and  feeling  any  I  liing  lil«>  i'riuik 
mid  coi  i  fit  Ion  tin  1  comiiimiiciitinii  between  the  Presidiml.iuid  Mr. 
Sumner  was  mil,  of  Hie  ipiesl ion. 

A  majority  of  tlm  Jtopublican  Senators  sided  with  llio  Presi¬ 
dent.  Wo  generally  ngrecd  that  it  was  a  falsc-prei ended 
nontrality,  and  not  a  l  oo  busty  pi  nclamal  ion  of  iinutmlify, 
tlmt  gnvo  ns  no  niKpiestiiniahle.  rigid,  to  demand  indemnity 
from  (front  Britain  ter  the  dcprcdn.1  ions  of  Hie  Alabama  mid 
other  I'lnglisli  cruisers.  Ami  us  for  (he  San  Domingo  treaty,  a 
largo  majority  of  Itopnlilicun  Senators  had  voted  for  it  Himigli 


on  foreign  reluliuns,  mid  thill,  itsidu  from  Dm  hoslihi  personal 
relations  of  Mr.  Sumner  mid  Urn  Horrid ury  of  Stain,  lio  did  not, 
mid  could  uni,  mid  would  mil,  represent  I  lie  views  of  u  inn joril.y 
of  li is  l(c]iiildiciiii  rnlleiignes  in  llio  Senate,  tinil  I  lull.  it.  iiui  jiii-ity 
of  li  is  enumiilloii  ugrccd  w  i  Ih  liim.  Duiiuuilloes  ii.ru  mid 
ought,  to  bo  orgutii'/od  t.o  represent  tlio  body,  giving  u  majority 
of  llio  moinlioi'H  In  Dm  prevailing  opinion,  bill,  fairly  represent¬ 
ing  llio  views  of  lliti  iiiinoril.y.  II,  bus  boon  Dio  nusloni  in  t  lit) 
SoimUi  l,o  allow  oiudi  parly  to  cliooso  ils  own  ruprt'Koulul.ivoH 
in  mil’ll  cmmiiitlpo,  mid  in  prnpnrliim  I  n  ils  numbers. 

In  Dm  |{(>)nil il ii’ii n  conromico  llio  llrsl.  question  that  union 
wiis  ns  In  Mr.  Sunnier.  I  In  was  1 1  it)  nlilosl.  Senuliir  in  ooiisoou- 
tivn  service,  lie  was  eininmil.  nol.  only  us  a  In  i  III  fill  re|iresen  la- 
live  of  l(e|iublirnn  ]irinri|des,  but  us  csperiitlly  < (ini li II i’il  In  bn 
cliiiil'lumi  of  our  foreign  ndulinns.  lb’  luid  long  held  t but. 
Jiosil  ion,  mid  il.  whs  nol.  iihiiiiI  in  Die  Semi  I  e  In  elm  nge  Die  riiiu- 
niillees,  bill  In  follow  llio  rule  of  seniority,  |ibicing  Semifnrs 
of  tlio  majority  party  in  Ibn  order  of  tlieir  coining  into  the 
Somite  noil  Ibosn  of  llio  miiiorify  al  Dio  fool,  of  I  bn  list. 

In  deciding  Mr.  Suiunnr's  cnso,  in  view  of  Ibn  fuels  I  hitvu 
Hlali'.il,  l.wn  plans  wern  urged: 

Sirsl,  Tu  pliicn  lii in  ill.  Die  bead  of  Ibn  new  n ml  iiuporlitut 
coimuittce  of  privileges  mid  elecltuns,  leuviug  tlio  rest,  of  Din 
eominillon  mi  foreign  relul inns  In  slmid  ill  Ibe  precise  eider 
il,  bud  been,  will)  nun  viicitury  In  be  li  I  lei  I  in  luirninny  wilb  Ibe 
majority. 

Sueutul  To  leave  Mr.  Sunnier  tu  stand  in  bis  old  plum  us 
rbuirinitn,  mid  In  nuilin  a  elmugn  in  Ibe  body  of  Ibe  eiuiiniil- 
too  by  IrmisfeiTiiig  nun  of  ils  meinbers  lo  niiollier  couiiiiilloc, 
and  1111  I, ho  vucminy  by  a  Senalor  in  hiiriimny  wilb  Ibn  imi- 
jurit.y. 

My  mvn  npiniim  wits  Dull,  Ibn  hitler  course  wits  Ibe  ninst 
pnliln  and  just;  bill-  Ibn  majority  decided,  lifter  full  eiuisidunt- 
I ion  and  dnlialn,  upon  Ihu  llrsl;  tilleniitUvo. 
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Simon  Cameron  was  next,  to  Mr.  Simmer  on  the  list  of 
Republican  members  of  tbe  committee,  and,  by  uniform  usage, 
became  its  chairman. 

This  affair  created  feeling  in  the  Senate  which  it  is  diffi¬ 
cult  now  to  realize,  but  it  was  decided  in  a  Republican  caucus, 
in  which  there  was  an  honest  difference  of  opinion.  We  fore¬ 
saw,  whichever  way  it  should  be  decided,  that  it  would  create 
—  and  it  did  create  —  bad  feeling  among  Senators,  which  ex¬ 
isted  as  long  as  Mr.  Sumner  lived.  I  think  it  proper  to  make 
this  statement  of  my  own  views  at  the  time,  though  by  tho 
happening  of  great,  events  this  incident  has  almost  passed  out 
of  memory. 

Mr.  Sumner  died  in  Washington,  March  11.  1S74.  He  was 
distinguished  for  his  literary  attainments,  and  his  strong'oppo- 
sition  to  the  institution  of  slavery  and  his  sovcrc  arraignment 
of  it.  The  brutal  attack  made  upon  him  by  l’reston  S.  ] hooks 
created  profound  sympathy  for  him. 


CtrM’TKK.  XX'lir. 

SoXH  HvKNTH  IN  jMy  I’lllVATK  I, INK. 

TcwIm  mill  .Tni\tiH«ii’n  lliirintf  Mi-ouTh  Ailinininlraiinn  .\llm*i»  mi  Mi*  bv  liu*  1*ln- 
rillllilli  "  Klii|llil-H'”  —  Ilfpl.V  Mini  Shlh'inMlI  Urwni'llllK  M.V  Wmhll.v 

Minim—  I  Am  l')lrnli‘il  lo  Urn  Si*nuln  lnr  fin1  Thinl  'IVrm  •  -Tii|i  In  (lie 
)‘iiiilli!  willi  i'iiliiin-1  Hi  nll  ami  Turly  - •  Vir.il,  In  liu-  Ynm<hilin  Vnl* 
ley  — Hull  ill  lH?’J  •  •  Ilrl  Ill'll  Via.  Cinxnu  Ciiy  mill  Hall 

l.iiki*— Wii  Call  mi  Hilglmiu  Yoiiiik-  Anivnl  I  linin’ 
hi  KiiIit  llil.o  thn  (liriOi'.V'tinuif.  MmivaNH-  -Kin*, 
liim  o[  (li>iii'ial  tlraiil  [nr  Mm  Hiniiiil  Tfi-m. 

IHAYhl  purposely  followed  Uni  loKislnHnn  of  UniiKross  mi 
liiiiiiic.iiil  ijimsUnns  unlil  the  imssiijjii  of  i ln>  nol  of  IH7II, 
piisHiiip  nvnr  otlu'i-  nvenis  in  my  persimnl  hislury  nml  ilinV, 
of  I’lvsiilonl.  <  1  rn n( . 

II.  null  hardly  Ini  snid  llml.  wo  liml  n  sli'idly  Urjnihlirnn 
ml m in i»l ni.l inn,  ilnrin;'  li is  l.wn  lornis.  While  lie 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ie.-i ■  is 
worn  selnelml  In  lill  Him  Inulilij'  nllioos,  II'"  j i< 1 1 i ey  1 1 < h i| .1  ei I  nml 
Hid  coiil-nillim?  iiilfueiicn  nroimil  him  woro  |mrolv  |inisminl, 
llo  onnsnllod  lull,  fow  of  llio  Sol  in  1 1  us  or  Mi'iiihni'.-i,  Mini  I  hoy 
worn  known  ns  his  poi'sinml  friends.  Mr.  I'niikliii/',  hv  his  im¬ 
perious  will,  siiim  puincil  n.  .slump  i n II nei iee  nvor  llio  IVe-mlnnl, 
nml  from  this  enino  lends,  jonhmsins  mnl  niiinil ins,  llml  prosily 
wonkonoil  llio  Hopiihlieuti  [mrly  mnl  Ihroiilnnoil  ils  jiseenileney. 
This  wns  a  pni'hid  of  hillor  kitiisiiI inns,  nxlonilinp  ITuni  llm 

I'rosiilonl.  In  iihiiosl,  ovoryimo  in  |  ■  1 1 1 1 1  i  e.  li  To.  Ilnrinp  . . . 

poi'iinl  ill'  (liiinl.'s  aihninisl  nil  inn,  I  wns  elm  i  rn .  of  llm  011111- 

mil.lnn  nil  li  1 1  in  ice  of  llio  Sei  1  u  I  e,  nml  lilul  In  ni’l  1 1 1  n  11 1  nil  ijiios- 
I ions  of  fiixn.1  inn,  ilohl,  hnnkinp  nr  liiniiii’n,  anil  had  niriisinii  In 
talk  with  l.lin  l'roshloiil.  n|nm  moh  nmnsnres,  1ml  ho  rnrnly 
expressed  any  opinion  or  look  any  ini  ere-.l  in  I  Item.  1 1  is  voln 
nf  tlio  hill  to  inri'Miisn  Him  ivinminl.  of  Unilisi  Slulos  iiuli-s,  nu 
llio  Mud  of  April,  IH7I,  wns  1111  excopl  inn,  hid  on  I  his  ho  I'linnnml 
his  mi  ml,  ns  ho  I  uni  expressed  hisaji|irnviil  of  I  ho  hill  wlinu  |ieml- 
inp,  llo  wns  I'hn.rpinl  with  hoinp  in  a  whisky  chip  nml  with 
ot.lior  olfonsivo  ini|mlii|.iims,  all  of  isliioh  worn  uillnml  llio 
(■17-1) 
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■slightest,  fmmduliim.  (lonoml  dninl  w:ik,  in  overy  sense  o[ 
tlio  word,  nn  honest  hum.  1 1 o  wns  so  inniest  Unit  lie  did  not 
suspect  othoi's,  and  no  donbt  eonlided  in,  mid  was  frioiidly 
with,  those  wlio  abused  his  eonlldoneo.  it  wits  u  peviotl  of 
slandor  and  seamlal. 

I  did  not  oseapo  tl\e  goneval  eriminatiim.  T  usually  met 
nee.nsntions  with  silence,  ns  my  nenisevs  worn  answered  by 
othoi's.  In  Jltur.li,  1  >S7 1 ,  the  (tincinnnti  “ Miiqiiiver”  eonlained 
tlio  following  imputation: 

“Wo  urn  informed  thill  a  ^eut Ionian  who  lately  Idled  u  responsible 
otlioe  in  this  city,  who  has  rneently  returned  from  Wushin/pnii,  says  that  the 
Southern  Itailroinl  hill  wtmhl  have  passed  the  Ihiitcd  SlaleH  Senate  if  il 
hud  not,  unfortunately,  happened  that  Senaloi'  Shennan  had  no  direel  pe¬ 
cuniary  interest  in  it.  In  these  days,  and  with  such  ( 'oii“Tcssch,  it  taken 
grease  (o  oil  the  wheels  of  legislation.” 

On  tin,  mill  or  II  avail  I  wroln  to  I  ho  editors  of  Uni  “  Kn- 
(piirei'”  the  following  nolo,  al'lor  quoling  tlio  odilorial : 

Uxm-.n  Static  Sknatk  Ohamuku,  \ 
Wakminoto.v,  March  IU,  IM7I,  \ 

To  THU  I'llHTOUrt  OK  T!)K  ‘  N*(jir  lit  Kit  !  ’ 

UiitfTt.KMi'.N’ :■  -Some  one,  perhaps  in  your  olllce,  sends  me  the  follow¬ 
ing  odilorial,  out  from  your  paper  t 

/Ml  I  euii  nay  in  reply  in  (hat  it.  contains  a  falsehood  and  a  calumny. 
1  introduced  (he  hill  for  the  Southern  Jlailroad  ;  am  strongly  in  favor 
of  it,  and  pressed  it.  at  every  stugo  us  rapidly  hh  (he  rules  of  the  Sen* 
ale  and  the  strong  opposition  lo  it.  wouhl  allow.  This  is  known  by  every 
Senator,  and  I  am  quite  sine  .finite  Thnrmnn  and  Mr.  Davis  would  say  so. 
I  alone  took  an  active  iulni'cnl,  in  the  hill,  and  at  (hn  very  moment  your  edi¬ 
torial  was  received  I  was  pressing  a  Hepublieiiti  eaueiiH  to  make  it.  an  excep¬ 
tion  to  a  resolution  not  to  take  up  general  legislation  at  this  session.  Kvcry- 
one  familiar  witli  ouv  mica  knew  that,  il  was  die  sheerest  folly  lo  try  to  pass 
tlm  lull  on  the  last  day  of  the  session,  especially  as  against  our  appropria 
don  hills.  When  it.  does  pass  it  will  take  days  of  delude,  and  will  not  re 
reive  mi ppoi't  from  any  of  your  political  associates,  who  think  Kentucky 
can  hloek  up  all  intercourse  between  the  north  and  south,  Still  I  yielded 
lo  die  earnest  desire  of  tlm  trustees  to  try  to  gel  a  vote,  hid  failed  lo  /yet 
the  floor  al  11  o'clock  in  the  morning,  tlm  only  nioineti!.  M  was  possible  in 
submit  even  tin*  motion  lo  take  it  up.  The  hill  to  abolish  the  duty  oil  coal 
was  takeii  up  and  was  not  acted  on,  nor  would  (he  railroad  hill,  or  any  other 
contested  hill,  have  passed  at  (hat  stugo  nf  the  session, 


Ah  to  (ho  lmse  ini|  m(n  I  inn  von  nflrilmlo  to  ‘n  /^onlloiimn  who  lately 
llDoil  u  responsible  olliro  in  this  city/  1  t*an  only  say  Hull .  wliolhor  it  orig¬ 
inates  with  yon  or  anyone  else,  it  is  utterly  false,  Neilher  in  lliis  nor  in 
nny  moiisuio  tlmt  has  passed  t'nii/'ivsM,  or  Ih  pomliu/',  have  I  had  any  direct 
pveimmiy  iuloivm.  I  respectfully  usk  (hut  you  print  thin,  uml  also  the 
mono  of  (ho  ' ^'cnllcinuu  1  yon  refer  to. 

1  intend,  in  the  iiilorosts  of  tlio  city  of  i'iniMinmli  find  of  tho  wliolo 
ontmtiy,  to  press  iho  rhuilhem  Hiiilroad  bill,  uml  to  semim  im  passn^n  uh 
hihiii  iih  possible,  but  it  in  lather  poor  nwioura/romoiil  to  road  such  HIh'Ih  in 
u  promiuout  paper  in  your  oily,  V'num  nlo,,  John  SUuuman, 

TIhh  win  ftillowt'tl  by  un  luiiolo  in  i-lvn  “  Kiitjnirm,M  t'Uibml- 
iml  in  my  roply,  us  follmvM  : 

’WaNIHNUTON,  Mliroli  iill,  IH71. 

Uknti.kmkn'  ;  In  your  odiioriul  In  tlio  1  JOnquii-nr*  of  March  17,  in  com- 
mowing  on  my  ourd  to  you  uh  to  my  notion  on  tlio  Ihinimnutl  Sonihorn 
Ihulnmd  l>ill,  yon  repeal  my  ntuiomenl  tlmt '  neither  in  thin  inn*  in  nny  menu* 
urn  thulium  passed  C\mgTess,or  in  ponding,  have  1  Uml  any  piamniavy  inleroHl/ 
mid  yon  nny : 

‘  If  thin  'ih  (rue,  Im  him  eerluiulv  boon  u  vory  badly  Hlundorcd  gentleman. 
Somehow  or  nlher  flmin  is  a  popular  impression  l hut  Mr.  Sherman  Ihih  eon- 
(rived  (o  nm](i>  his  eoiuieoliou  with  publics  a  highly  hienilive  1  umi ih-mh,  uml 
(hill  ho  Iuih  oxhibiiod,  mure  Im  Iiiih  been  in  (‘oiigTess,  a  worldly  (hrifl  (hut  iH 
remarkable.  There  in  a  furllmr  impression  (hut  ho  in  now  a  very  rich  num, 
wlmroiiH,u  few  years  ago,  before  ho  was  in  public  ufTuiis,  Iuh  oii'ciiiiiHtaiiooN  wore 
decidedly  iiiedctulo.  JVihups  our  honulorial  frioml  rimy  not  Im  aware  of 
Urn  exihliMioo  of  these  derogatory  reports,  uml  will  tluiuk  no  for  /riving  bint 
an  nppnrlunily,  imw  that  Im  known  of  llmir  existence,  to  diHprovo  llmiii,' 

I  liuvn  lint,  been  ignorant  thill  thorn  Iuih  boon  a  studied  offorl  um<ribod 
by  inn  to  (ho  ooimnon  ladies  of  political  warfiirc  (o  eirulc  (ho  impression, 
by  vague  iniumiiilo,  Uml  I  Im vn  ukciI  my  oflloiid  poHitimi  |o  mnhc  inoimy  fur 
myself,  l  know  (hat  (Iuh  charge  or  impululion  is  without  (Im  slightest 
fonndiilioii,  and  I  now  l-epnul  (hat  (  never  was  pecuniarily  interested  in  any 
question,  hill  or  tnnilnr  before  IhnigresM;  tlmt  I  never  received  anything  in 
niojioy,  or  properly,  or  proiiiinf,  direelly  or  indirectly,  for  my  vein  or  iniln 
emit)  in  (Jongress  or  in  (he  ileparlmenls  ;  (hill  I  liiieo  studiously  avoided 
engaging  in  any  business  depending  upon  legislation  in  t'nhgiesH.  'I'lm 
only  enterprise  in  which  I  ever  engaged,  which  rests  upon  an  net  of  Cnn 

grew*,  ia  Unit  in  IK1W,  uftor  tlm  bill  passed  authorizing  (be  construction  of  a 

nlronl  railroad  in  (his  city,  I,  with  iilhcrs,  openly  subscribed  stock . . 

unilerloiilc  lo  build  it  in  piirHiiuimo  of  (ho  ael  of  (  'ougrrM. 

Krom  iho  ]ioHi(i(in  iiHHtfriM'f  1  mu  hero,  I  have  had  (o  deal  with  great  ques. 
timm  involving  our  lliiunrin)  system  of  mirrcney,  tuxes  mid  debt,  ami  J  can 


ii|ipeiil  lo  nil  my  awmiiiulea  in  Congress,  to  ouch  of  tlm  eminent  men  with 
whom,  uh  iSooi'uiiirioH  of  tlm  Treasury,  I  have  bi'tni  inlimnlo,  and  b 
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of  the  multitude  with  whom  I  lmvo  boon  brought  into  contact,  lo  say 
wliothor  I  liavo  ovor  boon  inlluonood  in  my  courses  by  pooiminry  interest. 

But  you  any  that  Iho  impression  is  tlml  I  am  a  very  rich  mini,  whereas, 
boforo  I  was  in  publio  affairs,  my  oivoumslanooH  wore  decidedly  uiodeviilo. 
This  allegation  contains  two  gross  exaggerations.  "When  I  entered  public 
lifo,  I  was  Inrgoly  ongagod  in  my  profession  and  other  hiorulivo  Imsinoas. 
If  I  had  not  engaged  in  polities,  I  might  have  boon  the  rich  nmn  you 
supposes.  I  am  not  this  day  rolalivoly  richer,  considering  Iho  changed  value 
of  properly,  limn  T  was  when  1  onlemd  tlm  Simula.  Some  I  into  ago  it  was 
stated  in  your  paper  that  1  was  worth  millions.  A  very  snudl  fraction,  in¬ 
deed,  of  one  miUiou  dollars  will  oovor  all  lam  worth.  My  properly  con¬ 
sists  mainly  of  real  ostato,  palpable  to  iho  oyo,  and  the  rest  of  il  is  chiefly  in 
a  railroad  with  which  I  was  connected  before  1  entered  public  life. 

]  have  managed  my  business  affairs  with  reasonable  can',  prudence, 
eoonomy  and  success.  \Vhal  1  have  is  the  result  of  ihis. 

You  Icindly  offer  me  an  opportunity  lu  disprove  to  you  these  reports. 
Well,  how  ean  IV  What  charge  is  made  against  moV  I  low  can  I  flghl 
shadows V  I  low  cun  a  man  prove  himself  innocent  against  an  innuendo  V 

Bui  as  yon  offer  mo  the  opportunity,  I  now  invito  Mr.  Farun  to  come 
to  my  homo  at  Mansflold,  and  I  will  show  him  all  1  possess  (here,  and  ven¬ 
dor  him  a  full  aoeount  of  all  I  lmvo  olsowliore,  and  if  \.  oiiri'l  fairly  auoonnl 
for  il  without  being  anspecloO  of  vocoiving  bribos,  or  gifts,  or  stealing,  then 
ho  can  ropoal  Ihoso  lmsolcss  ucousations  with  an  easy  oonseieneo. 

You  may  aslc  why  I  lmvo  not  mol  theso  dorogntory  roportH  before. 
Porhaps  I  ought,  bill  I  fool  t ho  humiliation  of  such  a  controversy,  ami 
thought  it  limo  enough  when  a  spooifle  olmrgo  was  made.  Ami  1  am  told 
by  Mr.  Hodges,  my  formor  law  partner,  that  in  my  absence,  last  summer, 
ho  oorreclod  some  gross  misstatements  in  your  pnpor  about  me,  and  tlml 
you  refused  or  neglected  lo  publish  it- -even  to  notion  it.  As,  however, 
you  now,  in  a  courteous  way,  invito  this  letter,  f  (nice  grout  pleasure  in 
aocepiing  your  offer.  Very  truly  yours,  John  Hnkuman. 

Aficssns.  Fauan  Sc  MoJ.ic.in,  editors  of  the  1  J^mpiircr.’ 

I  (limlitod  l.lio  policy  (if  my  publishing  snob  a  liiUin-,  or  of 
Inking  any  nol.ioo  of  so  inilnliniio  a  dmrgn,  lint,  l-lio  msponso 
from  iho  press  was  fair,  uspne.iiilly  from  Mm  “Kliinld  uml 
liannor,”  a  DoniiinvaMn  papor  printed  in  Manslielil,  ns  follows  : 

“Wo  publish  a  loiter  of  lion.  John  Sherman  to  iho  editors  of  the  ( Jin- 
oinnnli  ‘Enquirer.’  It  is  hardly  necessary  that  we  should  say  Ihul  wo  lmvo 
no  sympathy  with  Iho  political  creed  of  John  Kliornmn.  Between  him  and 
us  tlioro  is  n  vast  and  wide  difference  ;  but  we  are  not,  we  trusl,  so  unioh  of 
tho  partisan  that  wo  onnnol  do  justico  lo  a  neighbor,  if  dial  neighbor  dilVern 
with  us.  Wo  have  known  John  , Sherman,  not  only  during  all  his  public  life, 
but  from  tho  time  wo  became  a  resident  of  Mansfield,  now  covering  a  period 


ul '  iliiiiv  jriu-H,  and  wo  luivo  always  luimvii  liim  industrious,  |>nid«m<  and 
I'liiofol  iu  his  iiroIVssinii,  mid  it ■nnoiiiii-iil  nml  thrifty  in  his  lm>*iim8s.  Wo 
I  iIhlmm!  vim’v  lit  I  In  oiotloiico  in  tlio  rumors  that  In*  wns  a  man  of  imimsu-n 
Nvoiilth.  Ills  |W<n»»vly  is  mostly  in  votil  estate.  1 1 «'  was  foiinunto  in  j'W" 
tin^  hold  of  very  desirable  properly  in  and  around  onr  oity»  and  (In*  mltunro 
in  dial  him  doubtless  ^;iven  him  a  enmpeleuee  ;  Imt  il  is  folly  to  rhuij'e  him 
with  boino'ii  millionaire.  Wo  have,  in  oomtinm  willi  onr  neighbors,  enjoyed 
his  hospitality,  anil  his  stylo  of  living  is  neither  n\lm\n/*»nl  imr  ostentatious. 

"  Mv.  Sherman  i«  otm  of  our  townsmen,  ami  although  all  wnwip;  as  a  puli* 
tioian  and  sfalosnmn,  and  holding  to  a  ereed  wo  utterly  disapprove,  ho  is  a 
IiioIiMiiiulod  and  honorable  man,  and  wo  am  hound  to  «oco|»i  his  hialom«*nt 
iibonl  his  peeuniary  alburn  as  Irue,  *’ 

I  have,  oftnn  sinco  boon  acf-uno(l  of  Mu'  erium  of  "  lining  I'icli," 
but  its  nearly  all  my  pomhowuoiih  tiro  viniblti  Inllm  milo'd  oyo, 
ami  lluiir  lii.Htory  ami  aaimwliim  iti'ti  lintiwii  la  no  many,  1 
tbinlc  I  am  not  required  l,o  in-ovo  I  bat  1  buvn  mil,  modi'  I  bom 
as  tbo  result  of  legislation  or  my  bolding  |mblio  Inisls. 

Idyseumid  lonn  in  tbo  Sonnlo  o.\]iirt'd  on  1 1m  -lib  of  MiiitIi, 
187:1.  Tbo  tdotTitni  of  my  sun'essor  devolved  njnm  Ibo  logisln- 
l.nro  Ibol.  enlivened  on  tlio  lirsl.  Monthly  of  .hliniiirv,  |87'J. 

Tbo  oanvnss  in  Ohio,  in  tlio  summer  nod  bill  of  1871.  was  no 
iir.livo  and  eroiliiig  one  ami  iil.lrueled  greiil  iuliovsl  in  olliov 
stales.  Tlio  I'twill.  would  iiidioivln  I  bo  stronglli  of  \voul<iio‘u  of 
Urniil.’s  iiduiiiiisirulioii.  I  foil,  it  won  ui'oessmy,  nul  only  bio 
inyw-oloution,  but  for  tlio  snivr.sM  of  Ibo  llupti l>l ii-tm  |uirly,  lluil. 
every  oll'nrt  should  bn  miidn  to  olool.  n  Kojiiddinin  imijnrily  in 
tbo  legislatoro,  and  1,  tboriToro,  ul,  tlio  mIhIo  ouiivoiiliiui  nod 
in  most  of  l.liu  e.mignissioiial  disl  riels  of  llliio,  mnilo  lumiesl 
sfiooidios  in  bidiair  of  llioslalo  lielml.  mid  moniheis  of  Ihe  leg- 
iulnim'ii.  1  roonivod  ninny  lel.ler.s  of  enommigomi'id,  min  of 
whir.b,  from  Smiator  ('ii.r|ioiilor  in  rororohoe  In  my  Kimrli  io  llm 
ooiivoiiUoii,  I  iiiHnrt: 

WAHUlMrioN,  |l.  I'.,  .lull  ::o,  |S",l. 

Hon.  John  SiiMit.n.iN, 

llM.oi  Sot:  f  Ino’ii  jiiHl  mini  your  h|,im<i-Ii  n,  il„,  . . . . . . 1,'i-uluui  ,,f 

Oliio.  It  l.v  uplcntlhi  Til"  ullly  filllll  I  Imvu  to  lluil  uilli  it  i*.  ll„o  rou 

liavt)  tinvurnl  dm  wliolii  gmuml  timl  miliu.|.il  im  ‘li-r^or  li^lilu'  to  tl,„  . . 

wily  of  vi'i»'nling  uml  alulionuing.  Tliia  iu  r.n/  „ i,,n,  uf  y.„i;  , ,,,,  mif-M 
Imvo  lufl  Hoimi  tujiiu  of  dut  iinxl  rniiiimigu  iiuloiu-lii.il.  for  u-  to  ilwull  ttj. on. 
Iltaycm  Imvil  jir(i-iMii|itt'tl  HVurylliing  ami  wo  imml  fnlluw  nfior. 

Yury  truly  you™,  Ma  i  r  II.  Cauim  s  1 1  n. 
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The  legislature  was  elected  in  October,  1871,  but  the  major¬ 
ity  for  the  Republicans  was  so  small  that  the  election  of  a  Re¬ 
publican  Senator  was  in  doubt. 

f  received  many  hearty  letters  of  congratulation  on  our 
success  in  Ohio  from  my  colleagues  in  the  Senate,  among  them 
one  from  Senator  Colliding  as  follows  : 

Utica,  N.  V.,  October  13,  1871. 
Hox.  John  Siihuman,  Maxkrkui,  Ohio. 

My  Dkak  Slit: — Having  wailed  for  eovtmntios  touching  your  election 
and  (he  legislature,  ami  having  watched  (tin  canvass  with  sincere  solicitude, 
1  congratulate  you  most  heartily  upon  iho  result. 

Your  own  speeches  have  boon  among  tlio  best  you  over  made,  and  your 
canvass  has  boon  full  of  iho  pluck  without  which  no  canvass  and  no  political 
contest  is  thorough  or  truthful. 

This  statu  is  ours  unless  the  people  are  discouraged  from  voting  in  iho 
country  hv  Ibo  belief  that  with  Tammany  to  count,  it  matters  not  what 
imijurity  roll  up  above  tho  Highlands. 

Notwithstanding  Iho  grievous  statement  of  tho  ‘  Tribune*’  and  inspired  by 
tho  ‘Tribune, ’  wo  have  douo  nothing  harsh  to  tho  anti-administration  minor¬ 
ity,  but  (ho  least  and  mildest  thing  which  would  prevent  a  split  in  our  or¬ 
ganization  with  trouble  for  tho  future,  and  probably  a  double  delegation  in 
tho  next  national  convention.  Yoms  sincerely,  Koscok  Co.vkum;. 

Tt  was  conceded  that,  a  deeidod  majority  of  the  Republican 
mouthers  of  tlio  legislature  were  in  favor  of  my  re-election, 
but.  it  was  believed  V.luit  an  effort  would  be  mado  by  livo 
Ropublican  members  to  combine  with  the  Democratic  members 
and  thus  secure  the  election  of  ex-Govoruor  Jacob  i).  Cox. 

A  Ropublican  legislative  caucus  was  convened  on  the  oveu- 
iug  of  January  It.h.to  nominate  a  candidate.  Tho  first,  and  in¬ 
formal  ballot  gave  mo  01  voles  to  14  scattering  and  tho  second 
ballot  71  votes  to  4  scattering.  This  settled  tho  matter  unless 
the  fow  dissenting  votes  could  combine  with  the  solid  Demo¬ 
cratic  veto  upon  some  other  candidate.  It  was  soon  found 
that  this  attempt  would  bo  abortive,  as  several  Democrats, 
and  especially  those  from  Richland  and  Knirlichl  counties, 
would  vote  for  mo  if  tho  choice  eame  between  Cox  and  my¬ 
self.  Every  effort  was  mado  by  General  Ashley  and  the  few 
others  who  were  opposed  to  my  nomination  to  combine  upon 
anyone  who  could  defeat  me.  'they  offered  their  support  to 
Governor  llayos,  but  this  wits  promptly  refused  by  him.  The 


want'  olToi'l.  was  lniiilo  willt  (luvui'iuir  1  li'iniisnn,  (inmu'iil  tlnl'- 
lii'iil  mill  (li'iu>nil  Si’linurlt,  mnl  Inilod, 

Thn  jniul.  I'niivi'iil inn  fin'  llin  I'liM'.liiin  ul'  a  Si'inilm-  wits  lmhl 
mi  Ihn  si'.niml  Titi'silny  of  .lummry.  li  wits  im  n|.ui\  muuiinn. 
Tim  vnl inn  "ns  sunn  over  mi  mil  mil,  mnl  llm  ivsull.  whs  us 
follows:  Slu  iiutiu  7:1 ;  Mormtu  (il;  Cox  1 ;  Sflmimk  1 ;  IVtry  I, 
Tims  1  wns  cli'i'lnl  hysix  lmijunl.y  nvci'iill.  Wlmn  this  ri'snll 
wns  Inimvn  livn  Dniniii'mls  I'lmiii'i'il  from  iMni't'iin  la  Cnx,  mid 
ol lint's  wcm  hi ri mk  In  ilnsii  wlmii  I litMtl t'liiml-  (lovorunr  iMunl- 
Ini'  iininiiiiii'i'il  llm  rnsnll.  nf  I  hn  volt'.  1  In  wits  mi  odunilotl  ( ler- 
iiinii  nf  Inf'll  sluiidiitu, lull,  his  Kiiglisli  wns  very  im jnM-rcc.l-.  Mis 
ili't'isiini  llml,  I,  lniviiij'  irimivnil  n  omjnrily  ul'  llm  voles  nisi,  wits 
duly  t'loi'l t‘i I,  wns  flt>n fly  rigid,  null  I  Ills  wns  ciumi'tli'd,  1ml.  his 
iiuiinrrni'.l,  Kuf'lish  will  oil  grnul.  linisn  mnl  nmn'inmul.  Il  wns 
in'iuluil  in  llm  “  ( Hi  in  Sliilnsuimi,”  tut  llm  sinno  tiny,  ns  follows  : 

“John  SliiMiimii,  fiiiviug  mmivt'd  hovooI y- llm'o  voIoh  for  1  YomiIi'iU  in 
(.'otigivMH  J  liiiiglilor  |,  1  iimmi  for  Sonulor  in  l  Yhgno.N,  wliioli  Imiug  il 
nilljnril  V  liver  lill  llmill  oflmr.H,  i  ilcolium*  .Infill  SlmilliUli  duly  nli'rli’il  Sell* 
ulur  tu  rounivv'i  fn, ui  ( lino." 

If  Mm  Hniugiiig  (if  I  In »  iniiiorily  vole  inn!  proceeded,  some  of 
(ho  Uemoiwidic.  voles  would  luivo  heou  eusl  lor  mo,  und  my  mu- 
jorily  would  luivn  I  icon  il  if  roused,  lull.  I  preferred  I  lie  olrrl  ion  us 
il,  occurred,  My  elee.l ion  for  llm  lliinl  lerm  wns  uflor  n  lml< 
polilirnl  rnnlesl,  I  ml.  if  lefl.  im  wounds  unhouled.  Mosi.  of  llm 
gonllenieu  opposed  lo  mo  lierumo  iiflonvnrds  my  wunn  friends. 

Ill  July,  IH7J,  I  wo  nmlilli.s  uflor  I  ho  Hose  of  llm  se.*,sjnu  of 
Congress,  I  received  Mu'  following  lei  lor  from  Tlmnuis  A. 
Scull,  IVosidonl.  nf  I  lie  Tu  mis  nml  I  'ncilic.  I  in  ilroud  ( 'omp:i  uy  : 

rmi.-UMii.miA,  .Inly  111,  |KV.\ 

1  Ion.  .T « i i i v  Sio  iiman,  MiiiinHiOi),  Olno. 

Mr  IIuakSiu:  A  few  gMiil)i>mou  with  dm  To\»4  uml  l’n 

oiflu  nuul,  mnl  luynidt,  prnpu'qi  (n  go  to  dm  I'ueillo  c,nic«i,  leiiv  iug  I  'liiludfljtliiu 
lilioul  f ho  llilli  t"  llm  loll,  of  Augiml, 

) f  your  I'ligiigmuoiifH  will  jioniiif,  (  Mud!  lm  very  glud  indeed  In  Im\e 
you  go  with  un. 

f  mu  going  from  Sim  Kmnciwi'o  lo  Sim  1  )irgo,  und  sliidl  h-Iiiiii  In  wm 
of  Sun  iuuiiciKoo ;  dm  Iriji  will  on'iipy  uliout  thirty  du\M, 

1’li'itmi  lot  nm  lioui-  fro  in  you,  und,  if  |insiiUo,  ]■<(  mi-  hu  v<«  llm  pfeie.me 
of  your  ooiiijuiny.  Vory  imlv  yom.H, 

TiioMam  A.  Scoi  r,  I'lenideid. 
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1  accepted  the  invitation,  and  with  a  very  agreeable  party 
ot  ladies  and  gentlemen,  among  whom  were  Mr.  W.  T.  W alters, 
ot  Baltimore,  and  his  daughter,  made  my  first  voyage  to  tho 
Pacific  coast.  Mr.  Scott,  as  president  of  the  Pennsylvania  Rail¬ 
road  Company,  had  command,  by  courtesy,  of  every  conven¬ 
ience  of  travel.  Wo  had  a  dining  car  which  wo  could  attach 
to  any  train,  with  ample  room  for  bods,  aud  a  full  supply  of 
provisions.  The  journey  to  San  Francisco  was  broken  by  sev¬ 
eral  stops  on  tiie  way  at  places  that  wc  thought  interesting. 

Great  changes  had  occurred  in  the  brief  period  since  my  trip 
in  an  ambulance  with  General  Sherman.  The  Indians  and  buf¬ 
faloes  had  disappeared  from  I  be  plains,  tho  former  placed  on  res¬ 
ervations  distant  from  tire  railroad,  and  iho  liitlor  by  gradual 
extinction.  When  wo  mossed  tho  Laramie  plains  1  was  in,  to 
me,  a  “terra  incognita.”  Tho  great  basin  of  Salt  Lake,  with 
the  varied  and  picturesque  scenery  to  the  east  and  west  of  it, 
attracted  our  attention,  but  the  want  of  water,  tho  dry  air,  the 
dust  and  the  absence  of  trees  and  vegetation  of  any  kind,  con¬ 
demn  all  that  country  to  waste  and  desolation,  oxcept  in  n 
few  eases  where  irrigation  can  be  had.  The  Nevada  range  of 
mountains  was  crossed  at  night,  but  wo  wero  to  cxploro  them 
on  our  return.  When  the  broad  valley  of  tho  Sacramento 
opened  to  our  view,  we  could  hardly  express  our  delight,  llore, 
indeed,  was  tho  land  of  gold,  with  its  clear  air,  its  grand  moun¬ 
tains,  its  rich  plains. 

Aside  from  the  wonderful  variety  ot  its  scenery,  the  history 
of  California  has  always  excited  poetic  intorest — its  long  set¬ 
tlement  by  mixed  races  living  in  quiet  peaceful  harmony, 
mainly  as  herdsmen  and  shepherds,  suddenly  disturbed  and 
conquered  without  firing  a  gun,  by  an  aggressive  race  who  soon 
revolutionized  tho  habits  of  tho  natives,  aiul  planted  a  new  civ¬ 
ilization,  with  all  the  bad  as  well  as  the  good  elements  of  our 
race.  Then  the  discovery  of  gold,  immediately  following  tho  eon- 
quest  of  California,  drew  to  it,  from  all  parts  of  tho  United 
States,  the  most  rest  less  aud  adventurous  of  our  population,  some 
of  the  worst  and  many  of  the  best.  The  rapid  admixture  ot 
tlieso  diverse  olemonts  threatened  for  a  timo  hostile  conflicts, 
in  which  criminals,  under  cover  of  law,  committed  murdor  aud 


oilier  crimes,  and  peaceful,  Inw-nhiilinp  nl i/eiis  w  ere  compelled 
to  ji.|i|ii';i I  lo  foivo  (Uni  mull  law  In  proseno  rivili/nl  iun. 

Thu  railway  soon  hrmif'ld  ns  llirnupli  SiiTiiiiii'iiln  In  Sun 
h'l'anrisei i,  wIhtu  we  ri’iim iiiiul  several  days.  We  were  kindly 
received  anil  enlcrliiincd.  Tim  cul  ei-prise  of  Scull,  was  mil 
(,hcn  favored  in  Sun  I'Ynurisro,  Iml  lids  did  uol  prcvcnl  one 
Inal  it  y  welcome.  Here  I  Kiel  Mr.  Hollister,  wlmm  1  laid  known 
ill  Ohio,  lie  was  l.lie  ureal  she|dierd  of  California.  I  was  in 
formed  liuit  lie  owned  It'd, Uhl)  slii'i'i',  divided  into  (locks  n! 
ahoid. .'  1,(100  each.  These  lloelis  were  wiulered  nl  a  larpe  ninrli 
near  (he  I’ac.ilic.  mask  lielon^iug  lo  him.  The  elimale  was 
mild,  mid  (lie  shec|i  could  live  willioul  slieller  durinp:  I  he  win¬ 
ter.  The  lloelis  would  slarl.  easlwurdl y  over  Ihe  ureal  valley, 
each  Hock  cared  for  hy  n.  shepherd,  a  hoy  and  a  dop,  feediiif;  in 
(lie  open  I'.nunlry,  some  of  the  Hocks  renrhiuK  Ihe  Mariposa 
valley,  one  liundred  miles  away.  When  Ihe  press  failed  I  hey 
were  lurneil  lo  Ihe  west  lo  I  lieir  home.  \V  lad  her  I  his  tale  is 
an  exaeeiTiil inn  I  eaniiol  say,  hut  eerlain  il  isllial  al  llial  lime 
sheep  raising  and  Hie  prodaelion  of  wool  wic.  one  of  (lie  chiel 
industries  of  I  'aliforuiit.  I  lollialer  was  also  inleresleil  in  w  nulm 
lunnnfiii'l lire,  esperially  of  Idaokeis,  ei|iial  lo  any  in  Hie  world. 
When  I  knew  him  in  llliio,  lie  and  Ids  hrulhcr  were  I  lie  own¬ 
ers,  hy  iiiherilnnre,  of  a  hi  run  and  uiliiohle  fane  in  l.ickiup 
County,  When  polil  was  discovered  In  I'nlifnrnin,  llollislei 
anlil  lo  his  lirolher  oiie-liaif  of  llm  farin,  and  willi  Ihe  proeeeds 
Jill  re.  ll  ll  Ni  ■( !  a  liirpc  lloeli  of  llm  liesl  llliio  sheep,  and  drove  llicui 
in  Hiilifni'nin,  iakiiij;  l.wo  years  lor  Ihe  journey,  lie  wn  .  fond  id 
tell  ini'  his  ailvenl ares, and  proiidof  his  siieee lie  died  a  lew 
years  silica  in  California,  lull  wind  her  his  poo. I  forluue  ful- 
InW'ial  him  In  I  lie  elese  of  Ids  life  I  do  mil  I,  now .  lie  mi  \  cry 
kind  In  imr  party  mid  iieemupaiiieil  us  lo  tnn  I'nmo. 

l'’roHi  Hail  l,'raii('iseo  we  made  a  h  ip  lo  lla'  Maripu  a  llmve, 
ami  Urn  Yusnuiile  valley.  We  I  raveled  hy  mil  lo  a  :  mall :  la  I  ion 
mmrest  flai  prnvn.  Then  hy  slnpe  we  code  lo  llm  Icriiiinun  ol 
the  line,  li'rom  them  we  weul.  Iml.  n  slaul  di  Inure  lo  Ihe 


prove.  This  miijesl  ie  survivor  of  I  lie  foresl  lias  lieen  .  n  nlleii 
dose.rihed  llial.  delnils  lire  uni.  licressary.  We  new  med  Ihe 
trees,  mid  rude  an  Imrschnek  nearly  one  Imndird  h  ml  ihnmpli 
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one  of  the  fallen  monsters.  We  also  attempted  to  form  a  ring 
with  hands  and  arms  extended  around  ono  of  these  trees,  but  our 
party  was  not  numerous  enough  to  encircle  it.  I  felt  a  sense 
of  insignificance  when  T  realized  the  long  life  of  somo  of  tlieso 
trees,  ost.i mated  to  span  forty  generations  of  men,  ami  still  in 
health  and  strength.  We  returned  to  tho  stage  station  and 
again  mounted  our  horses  and  mules  for  tho  perilous  advent, uro 
ot  a  descent  into  the  Yosemito  valley.  It  so  happoned  that 
Hr.  ltcll,  llio  hooper  of  tho  station,  was  a  fornior  rosidont  of  Holl- 
villo,  in  Richland  county,  Ohio,  in  which  T  livo.  Ho  know'  mo 
well,  and  Ills  wife  1  know  as  the  daughter  of  a  leading  farmor 
of  that  county.  I  thought  1  might  utilize  this  acquaintance 
hy  asking  him  to  see  that  1  was  well  mounted  to  deseond  to 
tho  valley.  Much  to  my  surprise  a  spirited  horse,  woll  ac¬ 
coutred,  was  brought  out  for  Colonel  Scott,  ami  a  shaggy  short- 
logged  mulo,  with  a  California  saddle  and  a  common  hut  stout 
bridle,  was  brought  out  tor  mo.  I  felt  that  lloll  had  disregarded 
the  obligation  of  “auld  acquaintance,’’  but  said  nothing. 

My  mount  started  at  tho  hools  of  the  cavaleudo  in  a  steady 
walk,  but  I  noticed  ho  was  siuo-footod,  ami  that,  at  tho  ond  of 
two  or  threo  weary  hours,  he  hud  ptissod  most  of  tho  party  and 
soon  after  was  close  in  the  wake  of  Colonol  Scott.  Tu  tho 
moantime,  1  had  noticed  that  I  was  tho  subject  of  merriment. 
My  foot  woro  in  close  proximity  to  the  ground.  Tho  length  of 
niy  legs  was  out  of  proportion  to  that  of  tho  logs  of  tho  mulo. 
When  wo  r.amo  to  dcscoud  tho  mountain,  howover,  at  an  angle 
of  nearly  ferty-livo  degrees,  on  a  very  narrow  path,  T  found  that 
my  mulo  could  turn  the  bends  of  the  (rack,  and,  by  a  peculiar 
gathering  of  his  foot,  could  slide  down  dillienlt  placos,  wliilo 
Colonol  Scott,  on  his  already  jaded  liorso,  was  troubled  and 
wovriod.  Ho  dismounted  when  the  path  widened  and  asked 
mo  to  go  ahead.  1 1  o  tliou  followod  mo,  loading  his  Imrsc. 
After  that,  1  made  up  my  mind  that  my  Richland  county  friend 
had  not  failed  me  in  my  hour  of  need. 

As  for  the  scenery  through  which  wo  woro  passing,  no  lan- 
gungo  can  describe  it.  Wo  saw,  four  thousand  foot  bolow,  a 
beautiful  litllo  valley  about  half  a  milo  wido  at  tho  widest 
part,  with  what  appeared  to  ho  a  very  small  stream  dancing 
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along  from  side  to  side  of  the  valley,  and  surrounded  by  pre¬ 
cipitous  mountains  in  every  direction.  The  eye  and  mind  can 
now  vividly  recall  tlio  picture  of  tho  scones  then  around  ino. 
My  mule  had  my  confidence,  but  T  feared  lost  somo  fatal  mis¬ 
hap  might  befall  somo  of  my  companions,  and  especially  T 
feared  for  a  lady  who  ventured  tho  journey,  butsho  fortunately 
displayed  pluck  aud  coolness,  and  at  the  end  of  tho  day  wo  all 
arrived  at  the  hut  in  tho  valley  safe  and  sound,  but  very  weary. 
Sinco  that  timo,  I  understand  that  a  good  road  1ms  boon  mado 
up  the  valley,  by  which  tourists  can  enjoy  tho  grandest  scou- 
ery  in  nature,  without  the  risk  we  took. 

We  enjoyed  a  hearty  supper  of  plain  food,  aud  a  sound  sleep 
on  coru-hnsk  mattrossos.  Tho  next  day  wo  explored  tho  val- 
loy,  and  enjoyed  the  changing  views  of  near  aud  distant  moun¬ 
tains.  These  have  often  been  doscribcd,  but  they  can  only  he 
appreciated  by  a  personal  visit.  Wo  loft  tho  valley  by  anothor 
route  to  the  north,  aud  reached  the  railroad  by  a  diftoront  line 
of  stages. 

Returning  to  San  Francisco,  we  took  tho  boat  for  San 
Diego,  stopping,  on  tho  way,  at  Santa  Barbara  and  San  Podro. 
From  this  place  we  drove  to  I, os  Angolos,  thou  a  typical  Mex¬ 
ican  town  of  great  interest.  Tho  good  people  hopod  for  tho 
railroad,  but  Colonel  Scott  expoctod  tho  road  of  which  ho  was 
president  would  he  able  to  roach  San  Diego. 

Our  arrival  at  San  Diogo  was  an  evont  of  interest  to  tho 
few  people  of  that  town.  Wo  inspected  tho  romarkable  harbor 
and  the  surrounding  country.  Tt  was  apparently  a  good  site  for 
a  great  city.  Fresh  water  was  tho  great  want  and  rain-falls  wero 
rare,  but  it  was  claimed  that  an  amplo  supply  of  water  could 
ho  had  from  the  hills.  Tho  real  obstaclo  to  that  site,  ns  a  ter¬ 
minus  for  the  railroad,  was  the  mountains  east  of  San  Diogo, 
which,  upon  a  survey,  were  found  to  be  oxtromoly  difficult,  and 
this  turned  tho  route  to  Los  Angeles,  over  natural  passes  and 
through  tho  beautiful  region  of  San  Bernardino. 

We  roturned,  by  boat,  to  San  Francisco,  and  soon  after 
turned  our  way  eastward.  Wo  stopped  at  Itono,  and  went  by 
rail  to  Carson  City,  the  capital  of  Nevada.  It  was  then  an  em¬ 
bryo  town.  From  there  we  went  to  Lake  Tahoe,  ouo  of  the 
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finest,  bodies  of  water  on  i.lio  earlh.  lls  clour,  cold  wafers  Idled 
a  natural  Imsiu  in  Uio  midst  of  I.lio  Nevada  range  ot  mountains, 
which  was  supplied  by  the  molting  snows.  We  then  returned 
to  (, 'arson  City,  ascended,  by  vail,  an  inclined  plain  of  Inf'll 
grade,  to  Virginia  Oily.  Jlnst  of  the  parly  descoudod  inlo  tlm 
mines,  hut,  I  was  prevented  from  doing  so  by  an  attack  of  neu¬ 
ralgia,  a  complaint  from  which  I  never  suffered  before  or  since, 
caused,  as  if  was  said,  by  Ibe  high  altitude  ami  thin  air.  Here 
1  met  several  natives  of  (lino,  wlm  had  sought  llieir  fortunes 
in  the  far  west.  They  were  very  kind  to  the  parly  and  to 
myself.  If  got  In  be  a  common  remark,  Mini.  Ohio  bad  every¬ 
thing  good  in  I  tin  wcsl .  I  could  answer  I  hu.l,  they  all  seemed 
to  deserve  wlnil,  limy  bud.  I  was  disposed  In  be  proud  of  lliem 
mid  of  my  native  slate,  but  Siam  idler,  on  the  way  east,  we 
heard  of  an  atrocious  murder  committed  by  Iwo  Ohio  men. 
This  turned  the  I  allies  on  my  native  stale,  and  I  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  eonfess  flint,  bad  men  came  from  Ohio  us  well  us  from 
other  slates;  but,  if  so,  Ohio  people  excelled  in  Ibe  ulrneify  of 
their  crimps  as  well  as  iu  the  excellence  of  their  uiorilsl 

Our  next  stopping  place  was  at  Hall.  I.ake  (lily.  Whalever 
opinion  wo  may  have  of  the  religious  creed  and  dogmas  of  Ibe 
illiniums,  we  cuuunl,  deny  i.lio  industry  and  courage  of  flud. 
seel,  in  building  up  a  city  in  n,  wilderness  where  nalural  condi¬ 
tions  seemed  to  forbid  all  hope  of  success  in  such  nil  enlerprise. 
And  yet  there  if  was,  a  well-ordered  city  laid  out  willi  sipiares, 
avenues,  si  reels,  and  reservations  for  schools,  churches  and 
ill, her  public  uses,  with  water  introduced  in  great  abuudiinee. 
All  the  needs  of  city  life  were  provided,  such  us  slums,  murkels 
and  simps.  We  were  invited  by  Ibe  delegate  in  Congress,  from 
IMali,  Ini  call  on  llrigham  Young,  and  wo  did  so.  lie  was  a 
large,  well-built  man,  then  about  sixty  years  old.  lie  look 
great  interest  iu  the  enterprise  of  (lolmiel  Scoff  and  seemed 
familiar  with  all  tlm  railways  built  or  projected  in  the  weslern 
country.  There  was  nothing  iu  his  eonversul ion  or  maimer 
that  iudicalcd  Ibe  “crank,”  nor  did  he  exhibit  any  of  Ibe  signs 
of  a  y.oalnl,  or  fanalic.  Ilo  made  no  allusions  lo  bis  creed  or 
the .habits  of  his  followers  ami  he.trayrd  no  egolism  nr  pride, 
lie  has  died  sinr.o  but  flip  organic, alien  hu  Jeff  behind  him  is 
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still  in  oxistcnce,  and  the  Mormon  faith  is  still  the  creed  and 
guide  of  tlio  great  body  of  those  who  followed  lirigham  Young 
into  the  wildorness,  and  of  thoir  mnuerous  descendants.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  government  and  people  of  tlio  United 
States  will  let  the  Mormons  severely  alone,  allowing  thorn  to 
believo  what  they  will,  and  to  do  in  tlio  way  of  worship  what 
they  choose.  In  this  way  only  can  their  confidence  in  alleged 
revelations  be  shaken,  and  Morin  on  ism  will  disappear  among 
the  many  vain  attempts  of  humanity  t.o  oxploro  tlio  mysteries 
of  life  and  death.  Persecution  never  weakens  delusions,  nor 
disturbs  faith,  however  ignorant  and  groundless. 

From  Salt  Lako  our  party  wont  to  Cheyenne  and  thence  to 
Denver.  This  city  was  growing  rapidly  and  was  plainly  des¬ 
tined  to  be  the  principal  center  of  t.he  mineral  development  of 
several  states.  T  had,  on  a  previous  trip,  visited  the  interest¬ 
ing  region  of  the  “Garden  of  the  Gods,”  Colorado  Springs  and 
Pike’s  Peak.  Our  party  left,  Denver  for  home.  On  tlio  lung 
stretch  via  Kansas  City,  St.  bonis  and  Indianapolis  we  saw 
nothing  new,  as  wo  were  traveling  over  familiar  ground.  Tl, 
was  early  in  September,  when  coni,  tlio  great  western  staple, 
was  approaching  maturity,  mid  tlio  earth  was  giving  forth  its 
increase.  Wo  were  crossing  tho  largest  and  perhaps  most,  tor¬ 
tile  valley  of  the  world.  All  of  it  lmd  been  redeomed  from  na¬ 
ture  and  the  Indians,  within  one  hundred  years.  During  onr 
trip  wo  had  passed  through  great  cities,  prosperous  towns  and 
amidst  wonderful  scenory.  AH  of  tho  route  oxcopt  through 
the  Yosemite  valley  was  passed  over  in  a  palace  ear.  Tlio 
ocean  voyage  was  in  a  steamboat  even  more  luxurious  than  tlio 
palaco  car.  All  this  rapid  development  did  not  satisfy  tho 
desire  of  G'olonol  Scott  and  Mr.  Walters.  Their  minds  were 
occupied  with  vast  railroad  projects,  some  of  which  woro  ac¬ 
complished  before  their  doatli.  1  also  had  my  dreams  but 
they  related  to  public  policies  rather  than  internal  improve¬ 
ments  and  some  of  these  have  been  realized. 

I  was  awakened  one  bright  morning  in  September  and  told 
that  the  car  was  in  Ohio.  This  was  enough  to  drivo  sloop  from 
my  eyelids.  I  looked  out  upon  the  rich  lands  of  tho  Miami 
valley,  the  comfortable  homesteads  on  evory  farm,  tho  fat 
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ratfcln  mid  hoods  of  slioop,  i.lio  broad  Helds  of  yollow  corn,  mid 
every  sign  of  fertility.  All  llioso,  and  perhaps  a  JiU.lt)  admix¬ 
ture  c>r  sUtlo  prido,  lod  mo  io  say  Unit,  ail  or  all,  Urn  people  of 
Ohio  need  noli  go  beyond  llio  bounds  of  llmi  slate  with  any 
hope  to  improve  their  rendition  or  lo  seriivn  a  bolter  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  a  happy  lifo.  1  soon  purled  with  my  friends  \villi 
sineem  rngrnlH,  for  in  our  jnimioyings  \yo  worn  in  truth  a 
happy  family. 

Tim  eiMivnss  in  Ohio  was  l, lion  progressing  for  Iho  eloeiion  of 
a  President  and  Members  of  Congress,  in  whirli  \  was  exported, 
as  usual,  to  hike  a  pail.  M'lin  si  range  n  ntunuly  of  I  Ionian 
Oronloy  running  on  a  Oomoonil io  (irketwns  enough  in  ilsolf 
In  nxo.il. o  opposition,  especially  in  (hn  souIIktii  slides.  The  re¬ 
sult  was  1 1ml.  lleneml  (Irani.,  in  Novmnhoi*,  IttVli,  was  oloolod 
President  by  Ml  spiles  with  «Hl»  eler.lornl  voles.  Creeloy  died 
alinr  the  idee.linii,  and  hol'oro  llio  ejectors  voled,  so  Mini  no 
(doctoral  volo  was  connled  for  him.  If  hn  laid  lived  lu)  would 
probably  havo  rocoivod  (>()  electoral  votes. 
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lion  of  l.'uifcd  Si  ales  Notes  in  Coin  —  Extracts  from  my  Speech  in  Favor 
of  Ute  Report  —  Hill  to  fix  tho  Amount  of  Failed  Slates  Notes  — 

Finally  Passed  by  the  Senate  and  House— Vetoed  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Grant  and  Failure  to  Pass  Over  His  Objections  — 

General  Effect  Throughout  the  Conn lr,v  of  tho 
Struggle  for  llesnmplion  —  Imperative  Necea* 
aily  of  Providing  Some  Measure  of  Relief. 

DURING  the  first  fonv  years  of  General  Grant’s  admin¬ 
istration  the  financial  condition  of  tlio  United  States 
was  eminently  prosperous.  Tlio  total  reduction  of 
the  national  debt,  from  tho  1st  of  March,  18(it),  to  tho 
1st  of  November,  1873,  was  $383,529,783,  the  annual  saving  of 
interest  resulting  therefrom  being  827,432, 932.  During  this 
ported  the  value  of  United  States  notes  compared  with  coin 
steadily  increased.  The,  funding  of  the  six  per  cent,  bonds  into 
five  per  cont.  bonds,  under  the  refunding  act,  continued  at  tho 
rate  of  about  889,000,000  a  year,  Tho  credit  of  tlio  United 
Stales  steadily  advanced  during  this  period,  so  that  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  tlio  Treasury,  in  his  report  of  1873,  stated  that  it  had  not 
stood  higher  sinco  tho  closo  of  tlio  HoboUion  than  it  did  at  that 
timo.  This  improvement  of  the  public  credit  was  accompanied 
with  a  large  reduction  of  internal  taxes  and  duties  on  imported 
goods.  The  business  of  tho  country  was  prosperous,  tlio  in¬ 
crease  and  extension  of  railroads  and  tho  dovolopmont  of  now 
industries  was  marked,  indicating  great  prosperity. 

All  this  was  subsequently  changed  by  the  happoning  of  a 
panic  in  September,  1873.  Tho  canso  of  this  was  attributed  to 
over-trading,  to  the  expansion  of  credits,  and  to  rash  invest¬ 
ments  mailo  in  advance  of  public  needs.  This  panic  com¬ 
menced  by  the  failure  of  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  an 
(488) 
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enterprising  firm  of  high  standing,  then  engaged  in  selling 
tile  bonds  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company.  I  was 
engaged  at  that  time,  with  a  committee  of  the  Senate,  of  which 
William  Windom  was  chairman,  in  examining  many  plans 
of  public  improvements,  especially  in  the  increase  of  facili¬ 
ties  for  wator  transportation  at  tho  month  of  the  Mississippi 
river,  and  at  the  groat  lakes  on  our  northern  boundary, 
improvements  since  then  made  with  great  benefit  to  the  com¬ 
merce  of  tho  United  States.  Roscoo  Colliding,  of  New  York, 
was  a  inembor  of  that  committee.  Wo  wore  at  Buffalo  when 
tho  failure  of  Cooke  &  Co.  was  announced.  Wo  all  folt  that 
for  tho  presont,  at  least,  our  duties  as  a  counnittoo  woro  at 
an  end.  The  panic  spread  so  that  in  a  month  all  industries 
woro  in  a  measure  suspended.  The  wildest  schemes  for  relief 
wore  proposed,  in  and  out  of  Congress.  Tho  panic  spread  to 
tho  hanks,  which  were  compellod  in  solf-dofonso  to  call  in  their 
loans,  to  withhold  their  circulating  notes,  and  contract  their 
business.  As  usual  on  the  happening  of  such  a  panic,  an 
appeal  was  mado  to  the  treasury  for  relief,  a  demand  was  made 
for  an  increaso  of  tho  volume  of  the  United  States  notes,  and 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should  use  tho  money  of  tiro 
government  to  buy  exchange. 

The  New  York  Produce  Exchange  applied  to  the  Secretary 
of  tho  Treasury  on  tho  29th  of  September,  1873,  in  resolutions, 
as  follows : 

“  WniiiiKAS,  Tho  orlticiil  condition  of  tho  commorciid  in! crests  of  tho 
oountry  requires  iminodiuto  roliof  by  tho  removal  of  tho  block  in  ncgnliat- 
ing  foreign  oxchnngo  ;  thoroforc  bo  it 

“  Resolved,  That  wo  respectfully  suggest,  to  tho  Scorolnry  of  tho  Treas¬ 
ury  tiro  following  plans  for  roliof  in  this  oxlrnordinary  omorgenoy  : 

“First,  That  currency  bo  immediately  issuod  to  banks  orbankors,  upon 
satisfactory  evidence  that  gold  lias  boon  placed  upon  special  deposit  in  tho 
Bank  of  England,  by  their  correspondents  in  J.ondon,  to  tiio  credit  of  tho 
United  Slates,  to  bo  used  solely  in  purchasing  commercial  bills  of  nxebango. 

“Second,  That  tho  President  of  tho  United  Stales  and  the  Scorolnry  of 
the  Treasury  aru  respectfully  reqnosled  to  order  tho  iinniodiale  prepayment 
of  tho  oulslanding  loan  of  tho  United  States  duo  January  1,  I87'l." 

This  request  had,  as  a  matter  of  course,  to  ho  denied.  But 
the  secretary  did  purchase  813,000,000  of  bonds  for  the  sinking 
fund,  to  tho  full  extent  the  condition  of  tho  treasury  allowed, 


II  is  dill'ieull.  Id  ri'iilizn  in'  In  cmivny  liy  ili-scii ] ■( icm  llm  wild 
ideas  developed  liy  such  it.  panic.  Tim  I'nvenunciil  fur  llm  I  ium 
l>eiup;  is  oxpee.led  In  pruvidc  a  lciucily  fnr  a  ['inidil  inn  il  did  mil. 
('.I'niiln,  Iml,  Mislead  tit  iiidini',  Min  unvormneiil.  is  ninsl  likely  In 
lined  aid.  The  rnvnniins  IT'iini  im | x u  l n I  inns  fell  nlT  mid  Min 
vnliin  nt  lliiilnd  Slides  miles  declined, 

Wlieli  I'nliHi'iiss  eniive.lied  ill  lleeemlinr,  hS'ill,  Mm  wildesl 
selieines  fur  relint  Mi  Mm  iien|ilti  were  ]irn|insed.  A  hirpm  in- 
ci'eiisn  of  11  nil  im]  Slides  miles  was  ilenmnded.  Mure  limn  sixty 
hills,  resnluliniis  mid  [irupoMil inns  Were  ini rndneed  ill  llm  Son¬ 
ata  in  respect  i  n  l  lm  e.iii  rnney,  I  lie  pit! >1  ie  tielil  and  nulinniil 
hunks,  all  heartily  upnn  tlm  linmiciul  e.niulilinii  nt  I  lie  enunl  ry, 
(upressinn  every  varinl-y  nt  opinion,  trnin  iniinediitle  enin  pny- 
nmnts  In  llm  wildest,  inlliilinu  of  irreileenialiln  paper  innliny. 
All  l.liesn  were  rnteiTed  In  the  ennilnil lee  nn  liniinee,  Mien  enin- 
|insed  ns  fnllnws:  Messrs.  Slieriniin  (elm  i  in  at  a  1,  Merrill,  nf  \’er- 
1 1  a  1 1 1  (.,  Senl  I,  Wriidd,  l''erry,  nf  M  irliipnn.  h'ea  I  mi  mid  I  In  yard. 

Tim  several  measures  rel'errcd  In  . . ininillee  were  i  a  ken 

up  and  ennsidered,  1ml.  llm  an  me  wide  ilivei'pem . .  opinion 

wns  (Invelnpetl  in  1 1  in  enininil I en  ns  cxi.slcd  niilsidi- nt  ( 'uiipress 
n lliolif'  llm  |inti|ile. 

The  majority  nf  I  lie  enininil  lee  repnrled  In  I  Im  Scniilc  llm 
rnllnwiiiK  resolution : 

“  /u  se/e,  i/,  'l'lml  it  is  tlm  ilnlv  el  (’endless  iliiiinp  ils  jireHi'iit  i.i-simi  In 
luln|it  ilellliile  ini'itMires  In  ri-ili'eMi  (lie  |ili-ila<>  imnle  in  llm  m‘l  ii|>|>r<ivi-il 
Mm-i-li  IM,  l-SIU),  isililleil  1  An  net  te  Hlrenplle-n  llm  pnl.lie  eu-tlil,'  ns  fellinis : 
'Anil  llie  lltlileil  Slntesnli.il  jileilpeH  ils  fiiilli  In  iniitui  ineiisieli,  ul  (lie  i-lu 
liest  pi'lll-tii-uliln  |leliilil,  for  l)m  ivilellljilinll  el  llm  1 1  nil  c-i  1  Slllli-s  Hell's  ill 
niiili  ; 1  mill  tlm  isiiMliiil lee  eii  liimtme  is  iline-li-il  (e  r, •  | 1 1  le  lie'  S-imle,  ul 
HH  eurly  ii  liny  ns  jimelienlile,  i.neli  iiiimihiii-i-s  as  will  eel  null  inli-i-ni  lliis 
jileilpe  el  llm  |nllilie  luilli,  Iml  will  iilse  finni-'li  u  i-iinvin-r  "I  iiiiileiiii  \iilne, 

lllwiiyH  nsleemillile  ill  pelil  er  its  I.i|iiivnlelll,  mill  mi  inljnsleil  iis  le  ii . I  llm 

uliimalnif  w-iinln  ef  luule  anil  renimeive.” 

Mr.  I'Wry,  of  MirhiKun,  u  inoinhor  of  Iho  mimni1 Ire,  olVrrril 
ibn  following  HiilwUl.iiln  for  the  pniiilinK  l'esolulion : 

" Tlmt  llm  ri>imnittiM«  on  llmuiro  i«  ilirocicil  (n  ipjiuit  lo  ilia  S-miio,  ul 
as  cully  ii  (lay  as  |iructii‘ulili\  sticli  mnimiics  ns  will  rcshitc  cniiiiiiorviiil  nm 
lldciicc  ami  (rive  sluliilily  uial  clusiieily  l*  •  lliccirctilulin^  medium  ihr.m^li 
u  mmlcrulo  increase  of  euricimy." 


Upon  I.Iu'sd  mlvorso  prnpo.sil.iniiK  11  loop;  ilnlml-ti  [nllmveil 
wiihdlll.  Iinutil itni.l  vostilts.  I  lmtiln  n  loop  spi’i'rh  nil  tlm  llilli 
day  of  •laimiiry,  I H74,  iu  favor  of  Ihn  vt'solnl ion  of  ilio  c.mmmf- 
ic.o.  T  tlitm  said  : 

"  At  (In'  outset  nf  my  rt»nni vIch  I  wish  In  stale  koiiiii  ^eiioral  propositions 
established  l>y  i' x | n< ii nm-i* ,  ami  (Im  eouourrino-  opinions  of  all  writers  on  po¬ 
litical  economy.  They  muy  mil  In*  disputed,  Imt  urn  constantly  overlooked. 
'I'hoy  niijM-hl.  in  1m  ever  present  111  f liis  discussion  ns  axiotiiH,  dm  (nidi  “f 
wliirli  has  been  so  often  proven  dial  proof  is  no  louder  rcipiisitc. 

“Tim  most  obvious  of  dirso  axioms,  \vliioh  lies  al  dm  fouiiiliilinn  of  (lie 
argument  1  wish  (o  make  to-duy,  is  dial,  u  specie  standard  is  dm  best  and  die 
only  l run  sluudnrd  of  nil  values,  icene-ni/.rd  ns  such  by  all  civilized  nalions 
of  our  ^'cimintion,  mal  cslablislmd  as  such  by  llm  experience  of  all  oonmmr* 
dial  Millions  (lull  have  existed  from  dm  earliest  period  of  recorded  time. 
While  llu'  I  biiled  Slulcs,  as  well  as  all  oilier  Millions,  have  for  a  time,  under 
llm  pressure  of  war  or  other  calaniily,  been  driven  |o  establish  oilier  stand- 
aids  of  value,  yel  limy  have  all  linen  impelled  In  return  lo  (In*  line  stand¬ 
ard  ;  and  even  while  ndmr  standards  of  value  have  hcon  legalized  for  the 
lime,  specie  has  measured  (heir  value  hh  it.  now  measures  the  value  of  our 
Infill  tender  notes. 

“This  axiom  is  hm  iiiunulable  as  the  law  of  ^mvitiidnu  or  llm  laws  of 
llm  planetary  system,  and  every  device  |o  evade  it  or  avoid  it  Inis,  by  ilH 
failure,  only  demonstrated  die  universal  law  dial  specie  measures  all  values 
ilH  enrlnitily  as  dm  surface  of  lie*  ocean  lueasures  llm  love!  of  dm  earth. 

“  It  iH  idle  for  us  (o  try  to  dismiss  with  intelligence  llm  currency  tpies- 
tion  ii ii ( it  we  are  impressed  with  (he  tnilli,  the  universality,  and  the  iimuula- 
bllity,  of  this  axiom.  Many  of  dm  crude  ideas  now  advanced  spring  from 
i^muin^  it.  Tim  most  ingenious  sophist  lies  are  answered  by  it.  Il  1h  dm 
^eveniin^  prlimipleof  llmuict*.  Il  is  proved  by  experience,  is  staled  clearly 
by  every  leading  writer  on  political  economy,  ami  is  now  Imre,  in  our  own 
country,  proving  its  trulli  by  ineiisiirin^  daily  the  value  of  our  enmuiey 
mid  of  all  wo  liiivo  or  produce.  I  nn^lit,  lo  establish  (his  axiom,  repeal 
the  history  of  (luaiiee,  from  the  shekels  of  silver,  ‘eiiireul  money  widi  tin* 
merchant,'  paid  by  Abraham,  (o  die  last,  sale  of  sloelc  in  New  Vorli.  I 
mi^lit  ipioto  Aristotle  and  Pliny,  uh  well  as  all  (lie  writers  on  political 
economy  of  our  own  lime,  and  (rare  llm  failure  of  tlm  innnniomhlo  efforts 
(o  establish  some  oilier  standard  of  value,  from  dm  oxen  dial  umasured  (he 
value  of  llm  armor  of  Homeric  hemes  lo  llm  beautifully  engraved  promise  of 
our  day;  but  this  would  only  la*  llm  hundred-liiiii's-tnld  (ale  which  every 
student  may  (hid  recorded,  not  only  in  sehoollmoks,  Imt  in  the  writings  of 
Ifumboldl,  t Ilmvulior,  Adam  Smilh,  and  others  of  the  most  advanced  scion* 
lillo  authorities.  They  idl  recognize  dm  precious  melitls  as  dm  universal 
standard  of  value.  Neither  pmvortimeuls,  mu'  paiTmmenls,  nor  congresses 
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i  i-Iuin/fn  ( li  1h  luw.  It  « •  v i •  r  y  form  of  uulliorily,  1ml  silmilly  uml  sandy 

1‘1'Ih  iisclf  jiM  u  luw  of  m-ci-sHity,  Imyoml  Mu'  jmisdmlion  of  mnnii'i|>ul  luw. 


“Of  lull*  yours  murli  dillmnlly  lam  ^rowii  mil  «'f  llm  ali/(li(ly  \ar\iii/( 
valim  uf  silver  uml  /(old,  ns  n>iu|>uii'd  will)  eimli  oilmr,  uml  dm  linidinmy  of 

(I|illli(»l  liliH  liiM'll  (o  iidojit  /.(old  ulolm  MM  (In>  ulundiinl  of  vuhio.  'I'llo  I  'hill'd 
Sluti’M  lius  lwiei»  I’liuiiovd  dm  ivlnlivn  vuliio  of  l Ih*mi*  iimtiils,  uml  oilier  modem 
imlions  lam'  lii'i'ii  drivrn  lo  uimihir  expedients.  Al  flm  l ’mis  inouelnry  nm- 
foieiirc,  hrld  in  ISU7,  wliii'li  1  liud  llu'  lionor  In  niti'iid,  llm  dele/'iiles  of 
Iwniily  imtioiiH  represented  u/rreed  lo  roeomnmnd  /odd  alone  n>»  tli«>  xluudavd 
of  vuhii'.  Tim  United  Sluice,  ami  nearly  all  l ho  eonmierrinl  Millions,  Inivo 
iido|iti‘d  lliin  standard,  and  ivdnred  I  hi*  imn  of  Hilvertoa  mere  (nUeii  enimi/ro 
of  less  iiiiriiiHid  vuluo  limn  /(old,  Iml  midiilaiiii'd  "I  |"ir  willi  /("Id  liy  dm 
ri/rlit  to  Im  enlivened  in(n  /fold  at  llm  will  of  llm  ludder.  So  dial  for  all 
pnmlmul  purposes  wo  mu)'  re/(urd  /(old  im  llm  only  I  rim  hlumliml,  llm  Inm 
moimy  of  llm  world,  liy  wliieli  dm  valim  of  all  property,  of  all  prodimlions, 
of  all  eivdils,  uml  of  every  medium  of  oxeIinn/(o,  and  espeeiully  of  all  paper 
moiioy,  is  tested. 

“Sjii'i’ii',  in  foriimr  dines,  wim  not  only  llm  universal  standard  of  valim, 
lint  it  was  dm  /(inii-ral  iiii’dimn  of  all  e\rlumoes.  In  modern  tinn-M  ( liin  in 
pvullv  I'lian/(i'd.  S 1 1 1 o •  i i '  is  slid  dm  iinivinMil  slundaid  of  valm»,  Iml  il  lam 
ci'UMi'ii  In  Im  even  llm  usual  medium  of  i- \ id m n •  ;i>.  Tim  fioluio  (<■  di'.l  iii/oii'-li 
lielwcen  llm  slnmliiid  of  value  and  dm  nmdimn  of  e\elnui/nv,  orne-iniis  mnnv 
of  llm  Hiom  inlo  wliii-li  so  mnnv  fall,  ami  nearly  e'erv  Smuilor  wlm  Inn 
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wo  ought  to  avoid.  I  purposo  now  to  pursuo  tlio  argumonl  further,  unci  to 
provo  that  wo  are  bound,  both  by  public  faith  and  good  policy,  to  bring  our 
otirroncy  to  tlio  gold  standard ;  that  such  a  result  was  provided  for  by  tho 
financial  policy  adopted  when  tho  currency  was  authorized  ;  that  a  departure 
from  this  policy  was  adopted  nftor  tho  war  was  over,  and  after  tho  necessity 
for  a  dopreoiatod  eurronoy  censed  ;  and  that  wo  have  only  to  restore  tho  old 
polioy  to  bring  us  safely,  surely,  and  easily  to  a  specie  standard. 

“First,  1  presold  to  you  tho  pledgo  of  tho  United  States  to  pay  theso 
notes  in  coin  ‘at  tho  cnrliosl  practicable  period.’  In  tho  ‘act  to  strength¬ 
en  tho  public  orodit,’  passed  on  tho  18th  day  of  March,  J8(JU,  I  find  this 
obligation  : 

“‘And  tho  United  States  also  solemnly  pledges  its  public  faith  to  make 
provision,  at  Iho  earliest  practicable  poriod,  for  tlio  redemption  of  tho  United 
Stales  notes  in  coin.’ 

“Tho  Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to  pul  into  form  its  sense 
of  this  obligation,  passed  the  act  ‘  to  strengthen  tho  public  credit,’  and  the 
last  anti  most  important  cluuso  of  this  act  is  tho  promise  which  I  have  just 
road,  that  iboso  notes  should  bo  paid,  ‘at  tho  earliest  practicable  poriod,’  in 


“On  tho  day  wo  nmdo  that  promiso,  tho  18tli  of  March,  18(50,  lliogroon- 
baoks,  tho  notes  of  tlio  United  States,  wove  worth  75;/  cents  in  gold  ;  or  in 
ollior  words,  gold  was  at  a  premium  of  thirty- two  per  emit.  .  .  .  What 

was  tlio  result  ?  After  you  enacted  that  law-  tho  faith  of  the  pooplo  of  the 
United  Statos  that  you  would  redeem  this  plodgo — the  value  of  your  green¬ 
backs  udvanood,  not  rapidly,  but  gradually,  and  in  one  year,  to  within 
twolvo  per  cent,  of  par  in  gold. 


“Mr.  president,  wo  soo,  then,  the  oiVool  of  this  promise.  And  I  here 
oomo  to  wlmt  T  regard  as  a  painful  feature  to  discuss — hew  have  wo  re¬ 
doomed  our  promise?  It  was  Congress  (hat  made  it,  in  obedience  to  the 
public  voice  ;  and  no  act  of  Congress  ovor  met  with  a  moro  hearty  and  gen¬ 
erous  approbation.  But  I  say  to  you,  with  sorrow,  (hat  Congress  has  done 
no  single  act  Iho  tendency  of  which  has  boon  to  advance  the  value  of  those 
notos  to  a  gold  standard  ;  and  1  shall  make  that  clearer  boforo  T  get  through. 
Congress  made  this  promise  fivo  years  ago.  Tho  pooplo  hcliovcci  it  and 
busiuoss  men  believed  it.  Four  years  liavo  passed  away  since  then,  utid 
your  dollar  in  greenbacks  is  worth  no  moro  to-day  than  it  was  on  the  IHtli  of 
March,  1870  ;  and  no  act  of  yours  has  even  tended  to  advance  tho  value  of 
that  gronuback  to  par  in  gold,  whilo  evory  aflirmativo  net  of  yours  since 
that  time  lias  tended  to  depreciate  its  value  and  to  viohito  your  promise. 

“Every  bond  that  was  issued  was  issued  only  upon  Iho  sacred  pledge 
contained  in  this  act,  that  the  interest  of  that  bond  should  bo  paid  in  coin; 


Ul'  J I  I  IN  nil)!iUiU/i.IN, 


'1  WO 


"Tlio  aul  of  March  <1,  18(18,  was  nmendod  by  inserting  this  ohmse : 
“‘And  the  holders  of  United  Stall's  nates,  issitod  undoi’  or  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  .said  aots,  shall  present  Iho  same  for  the  purpose  of  uxclmn^iii^  the 
.same  for  bonds,  as  therein  provided,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  July,  1803  ; 
and  thereafter  tho  ri^dil  so  to  exchange  the  same  shall  cease  and  dolor- 


“Now,  Mr.  president,  1  have  shown  von  that  the  greenbacks  were 
based  upon  coin  bonds;  that  they  hud  (lie  right  (o  be  converted  into  coin 
bonds;  that  that  right  was  taken  away  us  to  the  n  ‘JO  bonds;  but  that,  in 
practice  and  in  olfoot,  the  gructibnuk  was  convertible  into  an  interest-bear¬ 
ing  bond  of  the  United  Stales  up  to  180b,  and  until  the  passage  of  the  law 
to  wliioh  T  will  now  refer. 


“If  this  act  had  contained  a  simple  provision  restoring  In  (lie  holder  of 
tho  greenback  the  right  to  convert  his  note  into  bonds  (hern  would  have 
been  no  trouble.  Why  should  il  not  have  been  done  V  JSiinply  because  tho 
then  Secretary  of  tho  Treasury  believed  that  (ho  only  way  to  advance  Llm 
greenbacks  was  by  redlining  the  amount  of  them  ;  that  llm  only  way  In  got 
bank  to  specie  payments  was  by  tlie  system  of  conlrauLion.  if  l)ie  legal 
tondor  notes  could  have  boon  wedded  to  any  form  of  g*nld  bond  by  being 
nmdo  oonvorliblo  into  it,  they  would  havo  been  lifted,  by  ihe  gradual  ud- 
vanco  of  our  public  credit,  to  par  in  gold,  leaving  the  ipiestion  nf  onntruo- 
Lion  to  dopend  upon  tho  amount  of  notes  needed  for  currency.  Sir,  it  was 
tho  soparalion  <)f  our  greenbacks  from  the  fnmliny  system  that  created  dm 
difficulty  wo  havo  upon  our  hands  to-day;  and  I  say  now  Unit,  in  my  judg¬ 
ment,  tho  only  true  way  to  approach  specie  payments  is  to  restore  this  prin¬ 
ciple,  and  givo  to  tho  holder  of  the  greenback,  who  is  your  creditor,  die 
Baum  right  llmt  you  givo  to  any  other  creditor.  If  In*  Inis  a  note  which  you 
promised  to  pay  nod  cannot,  and  he  desires  interest  on  that  nolo  by  surren¬ 
dering  it,  why  should  you  not  givo  it  to  him  ?  Xu  man  can  answer  that.  It 
is  just  ns  much  a  debt  ns  any  other  portion  of  the  debt  of  llm  United 
Slalos.” 

I1' i 1 1 al  1  y ,  niter  ninro  than  Mirer  nimil.hu  study  mid  debate,  a 
majority  of  tho  committed  agreed  upon  a  measure,  nml  directed 
mo  to  report  it  to  tho  Senate.  It  lixoil  tim  maximum  limit  nt 
tho  United  Stutos  mites  at  $.'182, 000, (100.  It  provided  lor  a 
gradual  paymont  ot  theso  notes  in  coin  or  in  live  per  rent. 
Iionds,  at  tho  option  ot  tho  Secretary  of  t.lio  Ti'ensury,  from  the 
1st  of  .liuiimry,  187(i.  It  wus  entitled  “An  net  to  provide  for 
tho  redemption  and  roissuo  of  United  States  notes  and  for  I'roo 
bunking.” 


In  (ili(‘(!ii‘nco  fo  Him  ins!  nicl  ions  of  Him  I'mnniiHi'o,  on  I  ho 
‘JMril  of  iMim'li,  1N7-I,  I  ropnrlctl  Iho  bill  us  an  nri^iiml  iiinisurc, 
and  said: 

“  ft  in  thm  In  tlu«  nii'itd ii'i'H  of  l)io  rujiuuitti'o  mi  illinium  llml  I  niumlil  wiy 
Unit  (Im  bill  which  I  Imvo  jiml  loportod,  um  il  uppi-urn  on  iln  fun’,  in  in  Um 
iiulurn  of  11  i'oiii|iroiiiiHn  1  iu'iihi  1  i't',  which  in  iiinro  or  Inus  iirimptiihh'  nil  Hriuiiul, 
but  lit  din  Hurno  limn  tlmro  urn  rorluin  fouluri’”  <if  I  ho  bill  wliiiOi  momhorH  of 
tlm  mimuUlim  on  (hinucn  will  Uml  ut  lilmrly  In  oxpn-hH  llmir  oppuniliim  to, 
mill  nlun  {0  propone  luni'ihliiK'iilH  In.  I(  iu  dim  to  dmin  (Imf  I  nlimild  iniiko 
thin  Htuli'iimnl.  Tim  bill  itmdf,  um  iippeurw  on  be  fmm,  dm  vmnill  of  ^vcnt 
lit  I  mi-,  luiijj  umiKideruUun,  uml  dm  ronm'ipu'imo  of  ennipromiHo.  In  umny 
lUiHi’u  wo  wt-i'M  not  uhlo,  however,  to  roennoilo  miiillieliiiK  npinioim ;  mnl  mi 
dioni*  poinin,  nf  (MHirmi,  lueiuhoru  of  dm  commilten  will  fiml  ( Ih’IiihoI \  i*m  ut 
liberty  In  nppouo  I'nrtiiili  feiilinou  of  dm  bill.0 

Mr.  Thurnmu  said : 

"  l  hlmuld  like  to  iiKjiiini  of  my  uollou^ue  wlmlher  Im  proponim  tn-diiy  or 
Uoiuoitow,  wlmn  Im  malum  dm  million  dmf  Im  itulieulod,  hi  hIiiIo  wlmt,  iu  Um 
o] liniou  of  din  mminitlon  rt’| u>rl i  1 1  Ihm  bill,  will  Im  ilu  |inmdt'iil  elTiml,  no 
tluit  wn  nmy  liuvo  die  view*  of  (Im  I'niiimilh'i1  im  in  llm  workings  of  [he  |,il| 
hIiouM  if  bi'i'oum  11  luw.  I  11111  mirn  I,  for  mm,  hIiouM  like  very  tmmb  lo 
know  what  dm  onimuitlor,  wlio  liuvo  devoted  ho  uumli  (inm  to  thin  imbjool, 
lliink  will  l»o  dm  primlmiil  working  of  tlm  umir'inv,  ui  mi\  lium  llml  it  nnii*t 
tlm  ('<>uvi'iiii<iii'n  of  dm  I'liiiii-uiun  of  dm  i'oiiimit(i’i<  to  mnlo’  uimh  o l u l «>n  1  i*n l . ‘ ' 


"  Wlmn  llm  Hiibji'ot  !h  intioiluci'il,  if  it  Im  i'oiivi*niont,  to  morrow,  I  pin 
poHo  to  make  11  very  brief  Htntoiimnl  of  dm  nlTeiM.  of  imu’Ii  Kiwlimi,  »m  we  on- 

lUuMtiuul  it  i  bull  do  not  iutoml,  bv  nny  loiifr  . . Im*  or  nny  leumrku,  lo 

prolong  (Iuh  niullor  iiiimvi'hHiuily.  I  Imvn  exprohMod  my  own  individmil 
vinWH,  mid  I'lmli  umiulmr  of  dm  conuuiHeo,  I  HtippiHo,  MuicIm  to  dm  npinioim 
uxpri'HHi'd  by  tiiui  iu  llm  Hpem-lm*  Im  him  nmdn  in  llm  Senate  hprri'hes  llml 
were  carefully  euimidorcd,  und  by  which  (Im  po-dlnm  of  I'nrli  Si»niilm*  wim 
Htutcd  t  but  UTiiloiibli'dly  I  kIuiII  fiml  it  my  duly,  wlmn  I  In*  bill  \*  culled 
up,  to  Ktiiln  wlmt  i  regard  um  tlm  urluiil  ptut'lionl  ofTcoi  of  iIu*ho  different 
proponitioMH ;  mnl  umim  of  tlmm,  I  will  now  any,  I  lemenled  in  with  oivnl 
veluchnioc." 

On  Um  imxl.  day  Um  hill  wus  liilteu  up  iu  lliu  Nomi.li>,  uml  I 
tlmu  Hlalwl  U10  (pumnd  pi'iivimium uf  Um  lull.  I  iusovl.  usiIiuvIm 
from  my  simocli,  wliicli  imliuiilo  l  liu  ililllcull  ics  wn  nnnuiiilurnil: 

'*  Mr.  president,  muim  iiompliiiiit  him  horn  nmdn  iu  tlm  Sejmlo  and  iu  dm 
country  ut  tlm  delay  in  tlm  proui’iilutioii,  by  llm  ommniUre  mi  Htmium,  of  homo 
bill  covering  dm  nnunriul  ipiuHlion  ;  Imt  11  timumiil’M  ri'lh'i-tinii  will,  I  um 
Burn,  convince  every  Sonulnr  Uml  llioio  bim  Ium'Ii  no  fnuU  on  tlm  purl  of  Uml 
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oommittoo.  From  the  beginning  of  llio  session  to  lljis  hour  that  committee, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Senate,  1ms  been  studying  uud  discussing  tho 
various  plans  and  propositions  which  were  referred  to  Urn  committee ;  and 
T  may  say  that  ovov  sixty  different  propositions,  either  (joining  in  tho  form  of 
petitions  or  in  the  form  of  bills,  have  been  sent  to  tho  committee,  nil  of  thorn 
suggostinj^  dilToronl  plans  mid  ideas.  It  was  impossible  to  consider  all  these 
and  to  agree  upon  any  comprehensive  measure  until  within  u  day  or  two. 

“Tlioro  was  another  consideration.  Tho  committee  found  itself  divided 
in  opinion,  precisely  as  tho  country  is,  and  precisely  as  the  Senate  is,  into  ns 
many  us  three  different  classes  of  opinion.  There  were,  first,  those  who 
dosired  to  take  a  definite  and  positive  step  toward  the  resumption  of  specie 
payments.  There  were,  second,  those  who  desired  an  eiilurgonienl.  of  tho  cur¬ 
rency,  or  what  we  commonly  cull  an  jnlhitinn  of  the  currency .  There  wore, 
third,  those  who,  while  willing  to  sec  Urn  amount  of  bank  notes  increased 
and  the  question  of  the  legal  tenders  settled  in  some  form,  worn  also  de¬ 
sirous  tlmt  some  delltiile  step  should  he  taken  toward  a  specie  standard. 
There  were  those  differences  of  opinion. 

‘'For  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  views  of  the  Senate,  and  not 
involving  ourselves  in  reporting  a  bill  that  would  he  defeated  as  llio  hill  of 
llio  last  session  was,  wo  presented,  curly  in  the  session,  resolutions  of  a  gen¬ 
eral  chavaolov  which  staled  these  three  ideas  •.  First,  the  resolution  of  the 
majority  of  tho  committee  tlmt  some  definite  slop  should  ho  taken  toward 
spooio  payments.  Thou  them  was  the  amendment  offered  by  llio  gentleman 
who  now  oaoupios  tho  chair  [Air.  Forry,  of  Micliiguu|,  tlmt  there  ought  to 
ho  an  itiorousn  of  tho  ourronoy  without  rcforoiion  to  any  plan  of  redemption. 
Third,  tlioro  was  tho  proposition  mado  by  tho  Senator  from  Delaware  | 'Mr. 
Bayard'J,  that  measures  should  ho  taken  at  once  looking  to  the  resumption 
of  speeie  payments. 

“Those  propositions  woro  dismissed,  and  (he  committee  were  enlight¬ 
ened  by  tlmt  discussion  ;  at  least  they  obtained  the  opinions  of  Members  of 
the  Senate.  Subsequently,  in  tho  course  of  our  investigation,  a  question 
about  tho  $j£[),000, 000  section  (section  (1  of  the  not  of  .Inly  Pi,  1S7D)  came 
up,  and  llio  ocmniiiltou  deemed  it  rigid,  by  a  iiumiimoiiH  vote,  to  uncertain 
tho  soiiso  of  tho  Somite  as  to  whether  they  wished  this  section  curried  into 
oxuoulinn.  As  it  aloud  upon  llio  stuluto  hook  it  was  n  law  without  force. 
It  was  a  law  so  oxprossed  that  llio  comptroller  said  In*  could  net  exoeiilo  it. 
Tlioreforo  tho  conimUtoo  reported  a  hill  which  would  have  provided  tlm 
necessary  details  In  carry  into  execution  that  section  of  the  existing  law. 
Thil  in  tho  presont  Lemper  of  the  public  mind,  in  the  Somite  and  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  Unit  bill  was  discussed,  and  has  boon  discussed  day  after  day,  without 
approaohing  the  question  at  all.  During  all  this  time  llio  committee  Imvo 
boon  pursuing  tlioir  inquiries,  ami  finally  limy  have  reported  the  bill  whieh 
is  now  before  us. 

“Tho  measure  that  is  reported  is  net  a  satisfactory  one  to  any  of  uh  in 
all  its  (lotahs.  Probably  it  is  not  such  as  the  mind  of  any  single  Member 
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of  IIm<  Somite  would  propose.  It  in  in  llm  nature  of  11  oomproiniso  liill,  mid 
therefore,  wliitr  it  has  dll'  .strength  of  u  ooiuproiuiso  bill,  it  him  also  dm  weak* 
ness  of  a  t  i hiij in >inioo  bill.  Timm  are  idea*  in  it  wliirli,  while  umelitif'  dm 
viuWH  of  a  majority,  lalmn  separately  will  I  it*  opposed  by  olhoiH.  I  mu  ipiile 
Hiii'n  dad  I  any  iiodiin^  now  to  dm  Sonata  wlmn  l  any  il  doe*  mil  in  all  m* 
Hjioi'iH  nii'ot  my  own  viowa.  Hu(  (Imm  is  a  imressUy  for  na  to  yioltl  aotim  of 
our  opinions.  Wo  t'uuuol  reeoimile  or  pass  any  measure  dial  will  bo  sntim 
faolory  to  dm  rounlry  unless  wo  do  ao,  Any  positive  vielory  by  oillmr  ox 
Homo  of  (Ida  ootd ro\ oiay  will  1m  an  absolute  injury  to  llm  bnainoaH  of  dm 
rmiulry*  Tlmmfnm,  any  nmasuro  dial  is  adopted  ou^lil  to  bo  ao  moderate, 
jairaiiiu^  HiK’li  a  middle  eourao,  suoh  a  middle  ground,  Ibid  II  will  (.(ivn  aalia* 

faolioii  (O  llm  . . ntry,  It  iiiiinI  bo  taken  uh  ii  wlmlo  5  and  therefore  tlm 

olTivt  of  itiimndin^  tbia  |>ro|ioai(iou  will  bo  simply  (o  destroy  it,  If  hii 
amoiabui'id  in  llio  diiooliuii  of  expansion  ia  inaorlod,  it  will  drive  away  koiiio 
win.  would  Im  willing  to  supporl  it  irn  ii  ia.  I  f  an  mimndiimnl  in  dm  way  of 
oontmodoii  ia  proposed  and  ourrlod  by  a  majority  of  llm  Somilo,  it  will  drive 
away  dmao  who  mi^lil  bo  willing  (o  take  tbia  nmaaiiro  hk  a  oomprniuiHo. 
TI10  only  ipioHtinii  bofom  dm  Hejinln  now  ia,  wliotlmr  dim  ia  a  fair  uompro* 
iniao  1 10I worn  dm  idoioi  dial  Im vn  divided  dm  people  of  tbia  eotiiKry  mid  dm 
Member*  of  die  Senate;  wlmdior  it  will  surely  improve  onr  oiirreimy  wliilo 
dm  relief  Mint  in  lioped  for  by  a  liiodoiato  im-reuae  of  the  eiiri'eimy. 
iS'ow  I  aali  die  eoorclurv  to  ii-ad  tile  Ural  scotimi  of  llm  bill." 

Tim  eliii'f  t'li'fli  ivtitl  sod  inn  I.  uh  follows: 

u  fir  if  t  Ittlrft  if  fii(  ffir  ,S ntlfr  u/nf  f/.innr  »./’  fti/n'rsiitf<tlii',.i  »•/'  (ft, 

f’ltilttl  iSV./brt  nf  .  I  uh  /  in/  in  l'niii(r,.i:<  ham  iiifift  if,  Thai  tlm  mimmum  limit 
of  OnUed  Stale*  notes  ia  heloby  lived  at  $!I.S:i,U()U,dUU,  at  whieli  miionnl  it 
aliall  remain  until  rodueed  a*  hereinafter  provided." 

1  I  lion  (*on U  iihimI  : 

“  It.  ia  iimiiifoal  to  e\er\  Senator  Mint  the  initial  atop  in  lliia  cnninivemy 
ia  In  II v  llm  U^Krejrulo  limit  of  United  Stntra  Holes.  Tlm  Uliiled  Slulea 
liotea,  id Mn ills'll  they  lire  Very  popular,  ami  justly  ao,  In  this  eounlry,  me  id 
lliia  nmmoiil  ineoiii ei lihlo  ;  they  are  in edoetnublo,  mid  they  are  ilopreeialoii. 
Tlieao  are  fimta  udiuitted  nn  ail  hands,  (n  mailing’  (Inti  statement  I  do  not 
intend  ul  all  to  deny  dial  (he  1  hiitod  Slates  notes  have  served  a  jjreul  mid 
useful  purpose  ;  and  llmu^h  I  was  here  al  the  hii  di  of  them  and  ad\ oeated 
thorn  in  all  stamen  of  their  history,  yet  i  mn  roinpelled  to  say  at  this  mo 
iiient,  twelve  your*  after  (Imir  Issue,  that  they  are  iiwunvi-rdhlo  ;  (hey  are 
irrcdoeiiiidilo;  mid  they  are  depreeinled  lliiw May  al  (he  rale  of  twelve  per  omit. 
They  Imvn  been  legally  im-oitveriiblo  ainee  duly  I,  {.Still,  ami  piaedeally 
imaniverlibln  sineo  llm  elose  of  the  war;  dial  is,  the  fpn  ernnienl  refusex  to 
roaoivn  llmin,  either  in  puyimml  of  euslouiK  or  in  paymeul  al  par  of  any 
bond  of  llio  United  Slnlea  offered  liy  il.  They  are  irredeemahle  on  their 
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very  face.  They  havo  depreoiutod  almost  from  tho  dalo  of  tlioir  issue,  at 
one  tiino  being  worth  only  forty  oonts  in  gold,  and  to-day  only  worth  ninoly 
oonts.  Tliat  is  tlio  oondition  of  tlio  United  States  notos. 

“Now,  thero  is  anotlior  thing  admitted  by  all  Senators,  I  do  not  tres¬ 
pass  on  any  dispntod  ground  wlion  1  say  that  every  addition  to  the  volumo 
of  those  notos,  while  they  thus  stand  depreciated,  irredeemable,  and  incon¬ 
vertible,  is  as  contain  to  furthor  duprcoialo  thorn,  us  it  is  that  to  pour  wator 
into  an  overflowing  buolcot  will  cause  it  still  more  to  ovorllow;  ns  oortain  ns 
(he  law  of  gravitation  ;  as  uortaiu  as  anything  human  or  divino.  It  is 
equally  true  that  any  contraction  of  this  currency,  any  withdrawal  of  the 
amount  of  it,  is  undoubtedly  an  appreciation  of  its  value,  making  it  noaror 
nnd  noaror  to  tlio  standard  of  gold. 

“This  is  so  plain  a  proposition  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  discuss  it;  and 
the  wholo  people  of  the  country  understand  it;  the  plainest  and  simplest 
pcoplo  understand  it  as  well  us  the  wisest.  Those  who  desire  to  increase 
prices,  to  start  und  put  in  operation  new  enterprises,  desire  an  inereuse  of 
the  currency  without  any  plan  of  redemption.  Those,  on  the  other  hand, 
who  want  to  got  back  to  the  specie  standard,  to  appreciate  the  value  of 
thoso  notes,  desiro  to  withdraw  them,  got  them  out  of  the  way,  or  givo  now 
uses  and  now  values  to  them  ho  as  to  advauoo  them  noaror  nnd  noaror  to  tho 
standard  of  gold.  Thoroforo  it  is  that  I  say  tlio  very  first  step  at  tho  outsot 
of  this  oontrovorsy  is  to  sottle  what  is  the  legal  limit  of  those  notes ;  how 
many  are  ilioro  now  authorized  by  law ;  how  ninny  are  thero  outstanding, 
And  hero  it  is  a  slrango  tiling  that  on  this  very  point,  ft  puroly  legal  ques¬ 
tion,  the  most  important  one  in  our  financial  discussion,  there  is  a  groat  dif¬ 
ference  of  opinion.  Thoro  ought  not  to  be  uncertainty  or  room  for  a 
difforomie  of  opinion  upon  a  question  of  lliis  kind.  It  ought  to  ho  settled. 
On  the  ono  hand  it  is  insisted  by  Sonalors  who  compose  the  majority  of  tlio 
oommitteo  on  Aminoo  that  tlio  legal  limit  of  United  Slates  notes  is  $<100, • 
0(10,000;  that  tho  amount  which  lias  boon  already  issued,  of  wlinl  is 
known  as  tlio  $*bl  ,000,000  resorvo,  was  unlawfully  issued,  although  under 
groat  pross  of  circumstances  and  without  any  intention  on  tho  part  of  Iho 
soorolary  to  do  moro  than  lie  thought  lie  had  a  lawful  right  to  do.  On  the 
olhor  hand  it  is  insisted  by  other  Senators  that  the  legal  limit  of  United 
Stftlos  notes  is  $100,000,000 ;  and  hero  is  a  margin  of  $•/•  1 ,000,000  upon 
which  thoro  is  a  dispute  of  Imv  as  to  tho  power  of  the  secretary  to  issue  it. 
That  dispute  ought  to  ho  settled  at  onoo.  Tt  is  a  question  that  ought  not 
to  bo  in  doubt  a  moment,  beeause  tho  powor  to  issno  that  $'1*1,000, 000  plnoos 
it  in  tho  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  either  to  advance  or 
to  lower  the  value  of  all  property  in  (lie  United  Stales,  of  all  debts  in  the 
United  Stalos,  of  ovorylhing  that  is  measured  by  United  States  notos. 

“Should  wo  undertake  to  say  that  the  secretary  did  wrong  in  exceeding 
tho  limit  at  $900, 000, 000?  A  majority  of  tho  eommiUoo  believe  that  that 
is  now  tho  legal  limit,  and  beliovo  it  conscientiously.  Rut  should  we  un¬ 
dertake  to  fix  that  as  the  legal  limit?  Twouly-six  million  dollars  of  the 
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$-11, 000, 000  aro  outstanding.  Thoy  are  now  issued  ;  they  are  now  a  part  of 
the  currency  of  llio  country.  Tlioy  aro  just  as  much  tho  ourroncy  as  that 
which  was  issued  before.  Von  cannot  distinguish  botweon  thorn.  You  can¬ 
not  say  which  of  tho  $382,000,000  now  outstanding  is  logal  and  which  is 
illegal.  So  far  as  tho  Unitod  States  arc  concerned,  they  aro  all  clobts  of  the 
United  States  which  wo  aro  bound  to  pay,  whothov  they  have  been  issued 
legally  or  illegally.  1  do  not  understand  oven  my  friend  from  Delaware  to 
dispute  tho  duty  «ud  obligation  of  tho  United  Slates  to  pay  those  notes, 
oven  if  thoy  lmvo  been  illegally  issnod.  Thoro  can  be  no  question  about  it. 
It  is  impossible  to  distinguish  botwoon  them.  Tho  only  question  is  whother 
our  agent  exceeded  his  authority  or  not.  Therefore,  without  raising  tho  ques¬ 
tion  as  to  tho  legality  of  this  issue,  reserving  to  oach  Senator  his  own  opin¬ 
ion  on  tho  subject,  wo  have  adopted  as  the  status  juo  $382,000,000,  the 
amount  now  outstanding;  and  we  recognize  that  amount  as  the  maximum 
legal  obligation  of  tho  United  States  in  tho  form  of  notes,  and  wo  propose 
upon  that  basis  to  erect  our  superstructure.  Wo  thereforo  say  that  we  will 
raise  no  question  as  to  tho  mode  of  reliving  the  $2(1,000,000  ;  we  will  simply 
say  that  the  amount  now  outstanding  shall  novor  be  exceeded.  That  is  a  rec¬ 
ognition,  at  least,  that  they  aro  outstanding  lawfully  and  proporly  ;  at  any 
rate,  so  far  as  the  obligation  of  llio  United  States  to  pny  them  is  concerned. 

“Mr.  president,  a  limit  ought  (o  be  fixed.  But  thoro  is  a  diHerenco  of 
opinion  as  to  what  should  bo  tho  limit.  If  I  had  tho  power  to  fix  this  limit 
I  should  say  that  tho  limit  which  was  fixed  by  tho  old  law  should  remain  at 
$31)0,000, 000 ;  and  1  would  provide  a  mode  and  manner  of  issuing  United 
States  bonds  to  retire  the  $20,000,000  slowly  and  gradually,  without  dis¬ 
turbing  the  ovdinavy  business  of  tho  country.  I  would  llioveby  seek  to  re¬ 
cover  tho  ground  wo  lmvo  lost  by  what  has  occurred  sinco  the  panic,  and  go 
back  to  tho  standard  prior  to  that  time.  But  1  know  that  would  be  very 
difficult;  that  would  involvo  an  increaso  of  tho  bonded  dobt.  Our  revenues 
aro  not  sufficient  to  call  iu  this  S20,000,00t).  Wo  lmvo  no  surplus  revenue 
now  os  wo  had  a  year  or  two  ago.  Wo  could  only  do  it  by  the  issuo  of 
bonds,  and  tho  process  ilsolf  would  bo  a  very  hard  ono.  Besides,  it  is  prob¬ 
able  that  publio  opinion  and  the  judgment  of  Congress  would  not  sustain 
sucli  a  proposition  ;  and  thoreforo  it  is  hardly  worth  while  to  recommond  il. 
Wo  assume,  therefore,  that  the  $382,000,000  is  tho  presont  limit,  and  wo 
say  that  shall  bo  the  maximum  limit. 

“I  said  it  was  a  compromise  by  the  committee.  1  spook  of  a  majority 
of  tho  committee.  As  a  matter  of  course  my  friend  is  at  liberty  to  dissent 
from  any  of  its  propositions.  On  questions  of  this  kind  committees  aro  very 
rarely  unanimous  ;  but  I  will  say  that  on  this  point  a  very  decided  majority 
of  the  committee  concurred  in  the  section. 

“To  the  second  section  I  wish  to  invito  the  careful  and  oaruest  attention 
of  tho  Somite.  This  section  is  an  honest  effort  to  deal  with  tho  groat  prob¬ 
lem  of  redemption.  Every  Senator  who  has  spoken  contemplates  that  a  time 
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must  come  when  nil  1  ho  United  States  notes  must  ho  redeemed  in  coin, 
The  public  faith  of  tlm  United  Stales  is  so  plodgod.  The  notes  worn  issued 
with  tho  understanding  that  they  should  bo  paid  in  coin.  No  man  could 
suvvivo  politically  in  this  country  who  would  declare  that  it  was  l»is  purpose 
novor  to  pay  thoso  notes  in  coin.  My  friend  who  now  presides  [Mr,  Pony, 
of  Miohigan],  spoahs  always  of  his  moiisuro  of  inflation  as  a  means  of  bring* 
ing  about  at  some  time  spooio  payments  ;  and  I  will  say  that  in  the  Senate 
l  havo  not  heard  any  Sonntor  clony  that  it  is  the  duty  of  llio  United  Stales 
at  some  time  to  pay  theso  notes  in  coin.  In  all  this  discussion  them  is  at 
least  that  one  point  agreed  upon.  If  1  slate  this  too  strongly  I  hope  1  will 
be  hove  oorreotod. 

“Now,  Mr.  president,  how  shall  it  be  done,  and  whon  shall  it  be  done  ? 
I  say  that  now,  nine  years  after  the  elose  of  our  Civil  War,  twelve  years  after 
thoso  notes  havo  boon  authorized  nml  issued,  live  years  after  the  dominant, 
party  has  doelared  its  purpose  to  pay  them  at  the  earliest  day  practicable, 
llinro  should  bo  no  longer  delay,  M'lie  United  Stales  ought  to  do  something 
toward  llm  fiillUlmeiit  of  (hat  pledge  and  the  porfornmiioe  of  that  duty. 
There  must  be  something  very  peculiar  in  llio  condition  of  our  country  that 
will  justify  a  Jnngor  delay,  a  longor  procrastination  in  Hie  porfornmnoo  of 
this  solonin  pledgo,  this  public  policy—  our  own  political  obligation. 

“Mr.  president,  this  suction  is  llio  rosult  of  the  pullout  consideration  of 
llio  oommitloo  on  finance  us  to  how  this  result  is  to  be  brought  about  ;  and 
upon  this  very  soot-ion  thoro  is  most  likely  to  bo  a  contrariety  and  dill'crenoe 
of  opinion  among  Sonators,  because  t ho  mudo  and  manner  of  redemption  is 
llio  thing  wliioh  has  oxoitod  the  public  mind  and  upon  which  men  all  over 
llio  country  differ.  3  wish,  thoroforo,  to  deal  with  this  question.  Wo  have 
got  to  pay  thoso  notes  in  coin.  The  limo  whon  is  not  defined  by  Iho  law. 
Aro  we  prepared  now  to  11  x  a  day  when  wo  will  pay  those  notes  in  coin  V 
1  f  the  condition  of  our  country  was  such  ns  to  justify  it,  .1  would  greatly  pre¬ 
fer  fixing  iho  time  whon  these  miles  should  he  paid  in  coin  ;  but  I  am  dis¬ 
posed  to  agree  wilh  what  has  been  stated  by  the  Senator  from  .Indiana,  and 
by  other  Sonators,  that  in  the  present  condition  of  our  coinage,  tho  present 
condition  of  our  foreign  trade,  we  aro  not  prepared  to  fix  a  definite  day 
whon  wo  will  pay  in  coin,  Why  ?  1  find,  by  reference  to  oflloial  documents, 
that  wo  now  havo  in  gold  and  silver  coin  in  this  country  about  $(<10,000,000. 
'Phis  statement  of  Dr.  Lindorman  doos  not  include  the  bullion  on  hand. 
How  much  that  is  I  am  not  prepared  to  slate,  The  whole  amount  of  gold 
and  silver  coin  in  the  country,  howovor,  is  about  $  HO, ()()(), ()()(!,  Some  of 
that  is  in  circulation  in  the  Pacific  slatos,  but  (he  bulk  of  it  is  in  the  treasury 
of  Iho  United  Stales,  tho  property  of  individuals  and  tho  properly  of  llio 
Unitod  Stales,  Tho  total  annual  production  of  gold  and  silver  in  this  coun¬ 
try  cannot  be  ostimaled  at  ovor  §70,000,000;  and  heretofore,  at  least 
§50,000,000  of  this  1ms  boon  oxported  over  and  above  the  amount  that  has 
boon  imported.  Tho  balanco  of  trade  has  boon  against  its;  and  although  I 
do  not  regard  that  as  unloving  muoh  into  the  calculation,  yal  it  w  u  fact  that 
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until  recently,  porhaps,  the  balance  of  trade  lias  been  against  us.  The  an¬ 
nual  coinage  of  the  United  States  for  the  last  year  or  two  has  been  largely 
increasing,  and  last  year  the  coinago  of  the  United  States  was  $38,089,183, 
besides  a  stamping  into  fino  bars,  which  operates  ns  a  kind  of  coinage,  of 
$27,(317,000.  So  that  there  has  been  in  fact  converted,  of  gold  and  silver, 
into  coin,  or  bars  stamped  by  the  United  States,  $00,000,000  during  the  last 
year,  showing  a  use  and  employment  of  gold  in  this  country  that  is  now 
rapid!)'  increasing. 

“  But  still  this  state  of  affairs  would  not  justify  us  in  saying  that  we  are 
prepared  to  declare  a  resumption  of  specio  payments  absolutely  upon  Iho 
basis  of  $800,000,000  of  papor  money,  including  our  fractional  currency.  I 
am,  therefore,  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  United  Statos  can,  on  a  fixed  day, 
within  a  reasonable  time  -within  such  a  time  as  would  give  confidence  in  our 
ability  to  perform  it — say  that  wo  will  absolutely  redeem  our  notes  in  ooin. 

“  I  know  that  Senators  horo,  for  whoso  opinion  I  have  the  highest  respect, 
who  uro  probably  more  sanguine  of  our  ability  and  capaoity  to  do  this  than 
1  am — many  of  those  who  have  agreed  with  me  and  cooperated  with  me— - 
think  wo  are  able  and  strong  onongli  to  (ix  tho  time  for  the  absolute  resump¬ 
tion  of  specio  payments ;  but  1  have  always  doubted  it.  Indocd  I  have 
thought  them  was  a  bettor  way  to  roach  tho  great  result.  But  if  wo  cannot 
fix  tho  time  when  wo  will  redeem  in  coin,  can  wo  not  give  additional  value 
to  our  United  States  notes,  so  as  to  gradually  appreciate  them  to  tho  coin 
standard,  and  thus  advance  toward  specie  payments  if  wo  cannot  reach  tho 
goul  ?  Because  we  cannot  accomplish  all  that  we  havo  agreed  to  do  in  a 
given  time,  does  that  relievo  us  from  the  necessity  of  progressing  in  that 
direction?  Whou  wo  have  before  us  a  long  journey  that  will  take  months 
to  pass,  perhaps  years,  shall  wo  delay  starting  on  that  journoy  becauso  wo 
oannol  reach  the  one!  of  it  in  a  year  or  two  V  Not  at  all.  1  thoreforo  say 
that  tho  time  lias  arrived  this  moment  when  (he  United  Stafes  ought  to  do 
something  to  advance  its  notes  to  tho  specie  standard. 

“  Now  what  is  that  something  ?  Thero  are  two  propositions,  and  only 
two  propositions,  that  have  been  made,  aside  from  absolute  coin  redumption, 
that  havo  had  any  strength  whatever.  One  is  to  allow  tho  United  States 
notos  to  bo  received  in  payment  of  customs  duties,  the  other  is  to  allow 
United  Slates  notos  to  bo  converted  into  bonds.  In  regard  to  tho  first,  1 
agreo  entirely  that  if  the  matter  was  upon  now  to  our  ehoieo  and  selection, 
ono  of  tho  best  methods  we  could  adopt  to  advance  our  notes  to  par  in  gold 
would  bo  by  repealing  that  restriction  which  prevents  tho  receiving 
of  thorn  for  oustoms  duties  ;  but  wo  are  inot  there  by  tho  sacred  pledge  of 
tho  United  States;  wo  are  met  thero  by  tho  fuot  that  customs  dulios  aro, 
by  tho  law  of  18(12,  agreed  to  be  collected  in  coin.” 

Mr.  Bayard  inquired : 

“Does  not  the  law  provide  that  the  oustoms  duties  shall  bo  paid  in  coin 
or  in  notos  of  tho  United  States  ?  Is  not  the  alternative  givon  by  the  hnv  ?  ” 
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I  ropliiul: 

“(),  no.  If  llm  Senator  will  look  at  section  H  of  the  net  of  February 
iin,  I8(l~  my  friend  from  Vermont  rim  turn  In  il.  in  a  moiiuml  Itn  will 
llrnl  that  there  is  mi  express  stipulation  llmi  llio  customs  duties  shall 
lm  collootrd  in  coin,  and  (lint  this  coin  shall  ho  sol  asido  as  a  pledge  - 
Infill  luiif^uaoo  in  used-  and  shall  onlv  lm  applied,  llrsl,  to  llm  payment 
of  the  interest  on  tho  public  di’hl,  and.  secondly,  It)  llm  establishment  of 
a  sinking  fund  of  ono  por  rent.  Tim!  was  llm  basis  of  tlm  obligation  of 
tho  United  Stab's  to  pay  in  coin,  and  but  for  llm  fad  llml.  wo  rolhmlod 
our  mistonis  dulics  in  ooin  during  llm  war  wo  noidd  nol  Imvo  paid  tlm  inter* 
osl  on  uiir  puhlie  ihd>t  in  ooin,  and  therefore  onr  bonds  would  Imvo  sunk  mil 
of  si^ht.  Thai,  plndn-o  wo  cannot  now  violalo;  and  I  never  have  yet  been 
able  lo  brill*'  my  mind  lo  (lie  consideration  of  any  proposition  whatever 
which  Would  oven  shock  or  excite  iho  fear  of  tin*  public  creditors  in  lliat 
respect.  Tlm  safely  of  tho  public  eredilors  n.nsisls  in  1 1 u \i r i; y  a  specilio 
fund  for  the  payment  of  (heir  interest  ;  (he  principal  will  takeeareof  itself; 
and  that  fund  lias  always  been  nminlalned  in  the  darkest  hours  of  the  war. 
Kxeept  tlm  propositions  (hat  Imvo  lieeii  made  here  and  there  to  impair  find, 
fund  by  allowing  a  portion  of  llm  onstoins  duties  to  bo  paid  in  imrnuiev,  it 
has  never  been  either  invaded  or  threatened  ;  hut  nil  Hindi  propositions  have 
boon  voted  down.  1,  therefore,  while  I  see  llm  policy  and  llm  expediency 
of  allowing  these  notes  to  he  used  in  payment  of  eusloiiiH  duties,  Himply  say 
we  are  precluded  from  llml.  remedy  because  we  have  inorljpi^ed  that  fund, 
and  we  have  no  power  lo  take  llmm  for  any  purpose  except  dial,  which  llm 
mortgage  stipulates. 

“We  then  eoum  to  tlm  redemption  in  bonds.  There  is  llm  mom)  nhli- 
''ntion,  of)  llm  part  of  llm  J /idled  Slates,  which  Ii«h  Issued  Its  notes  payable 
in  coin,  but  for  reasons  of  public  policy  docs  not  {my  in  coin,  (o  ^ivc  to  its 
oreditors  its  notes  bearing  interest,  in  place  of  coin,  Tlm  Ihtiled  Stales 
cannot,  plead  inability  to  pay  interest  on  its  notes  if  it  will  not  or  cnuiml  pay 
tlm  principal.  Why  should  not  tlm  United  Stales  jjivn  its  eblioaliou  bear* 
in^  interest  just  as  any  individual  would  have  (o  do?  There  m  a  nmml 
obligation  which  rests  upon  llm  l  Iniicd  Stales  every  day  of  tlm  year  to  every 
holder  of  these  notes,  iiceiinse,  aillumoh  (he  United  Stales  Iiuh  net  said 
when  it  will  redeem  these  notes  in  coin,  yet  it  is  bound  to  do  what  it  can  In 
tfivo  them  additional  value.  AUlnm^h  it  may  not.  receive  these  notes  for 

customs  duties,  why  can  it  net  receive  these  imles  in  payment  of  I . Is? 

Why  discriminate  against  these  notes  in  the  side  of  houdsV  Tlm  answer  is, 
that  during  the  war  wo  were  compelled  to  do  il  ;  and  so  we  were.  I  very 
ivluobmlly  yielded  to  that  necessity.  Wo  were  compelled  to  do  it;  but, 
sir,  it  was  only  expected  that  that  would  continue  In  llm  close  of  tlm  war; 
and,  practically,  during  the  whole  of  tin'  war  these  notes  were  received  at 
par  for  bonds  at  par. 


"If,  llii-ii'f'nv,  wo  mv  In  hilir  anv  slop  Iowan!  spoon*  pat moiit**,  why 
M»»l  |*ivii  In  t!m  Imldor  of  Cmlod  Staton  unto**  svliu  demands  it ,  a  Imnd 
of  (ho  Ihiiled  Slate*  liourinjr  a  lensomdiln  min  of  interest  in  oNohnu/^n 
for  Ilia  hole*':1  This  should  only  lie  done  after  it  ir»M>nalilo  time,  mo 
iis  to  prevent-  any  injni'y  lo  (ho  jirivalo  conltaHs  between  debtor  anil 
rrrdUnr,  When  we  nmiiol  } m  v  tlm  min,  tvn  urn  lioiimalil  y  and  Mltoredly 
liiiuml  to  pay  in  it  Imiiil  of  (lio  I'liili'd  Sillies,  which  in  ordinary  limort 
tvoiilil  iipp!-n\iiimln  lo  pur  in  p>hl.  In  oilier  words,  thin  *ih  a  ipmlillt'il  no 
<lcliiplioii.  Tim  Si'iiulnr  fioin  Imliana  rails  i|  a  ‘Imlf  way  measure.1  I( 
ih  a  jmlf-way  measure  in  |)m  ri^jhl  dirciTnm,  and  indeed  it  is  pnmlu-al  Kporin 
(myini'iit.’* 

Tin'  hill  Inti  U>  it  hm^  coni iuumis  delmln  which  exleuded  In 
llio  (i(h  til*  April,  1N7-1.  tteventi  iniUMidiiieiils  were  offered  imd 
miepU'd  which  the.  muxiimun  of  miles  iu  f-llKl, (Kill, (It'd, 

ami  Kii'iiUy  weakened  llie  hill  iih  luneiisuro  of  rt>Nii in [il iun  of 
Npoeio  piiyweiihs.  Jly  reitsoii  til  Ihesti  muondmoulN  many  nr 
Mitwn  who  would  have  supported  llio  hill  ns  iut roductwl 
voled  ji^uiiisl.  il.  on  i I h  pnssiipi,  I  nmoim  (lie  number.  The 
hill,  however,  passed  (he  Keimln  hy  n  vole  of  yens  ‘J'.l  nud 
nays  tM.  Tin*  fillc  of  (In*  hill  wus  dimi/yed  In  "A  hill  lo  llx 
f.lm  umoiiul-  of  I'uilcd  Slides  doles  mid  (lie  eireiilnl iun  of 
imliouul  hunks,  itud  ha  oilier  purposes."  This  cliuiim*  of  Idle 
iudirules  I  he  nidinil  rlmit/'M  iu  llie  provisions  of  (lie  hill.  In 
nIoiuI  of  n  reluri)  lo  specie  piiyinenls,  il.  provided  for  mi  i»\ | >iti i 
siou  of  mi  irreileemiilih'  currency. 

Tim  hill,  us  if.  pussed  Die  ttemde,  wns  us  follows: 

”  lit  if  i  ui/i‘ft  tl,  i  fr..  Thill  (hr  maximum  in  mini,!  of  I  'ml  rd  Slates  mat  oh 
i»  h ereliy  (ixed  at  $100.000,1100. 

"See.  'I'iiu l  folly  mi v  millions  in  noioM  for  ■-iimlniim),  in  addition  In 
mtoli  e’lrnitliilioii  now  allowed  by  law,  'dud!  lie  i—med  to  nalioiial  Imnhinu 
UMnni'iidioiiH  now  or^'mized  and  wliirh  may  hi*  oij,.niu/rd  lieieafier,  and  mirh 
iiKirriiHnd  eirriilulioii  Hindi  la*  di**liilmled  ainon^  lln*  sevend  Mules  a*»  pin- 
vidisl  in  HMclion  I  of  (In*  m'l  onlillcd  *An  art  lo  plot  ido  for  the  redemption  of 
(ho  three  per  eonl.  Ii'inpiimiy  hum  <•«* i  f i li<n I «***  and  for  an  im'icicm  of  national 
hank  moIoh,’  iipprovod  .Inly  Ih1,  |S"H.  And  each  nnlionn]  hanking  u^orhe 

(ion.  now  organized  Imreufior  to  I . r^aui/cd,  shall  keep  ami  maintain, 

an  n  pari  of  its  reserve  rnpiirod  hy  law,  0110  fourth  pail  of  (In*  min  ir«i*x»i\ r*ii 
liy  it  an  interest  cm  bunds  <»f  tlm  Ifnilrd  Stales  deposited  as  Meeiirily  for  oil 
culatiii^  noli'H  or  ^oYrrmiuml  deposits;  and  that  iirroaflor  only  nuofmirth  of 
tlm  reserve  now  pivxnrilmd  hy  law  for  naliomd  hanking  association**  shall 
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nor. 

otuisist  of  hultiiioos  dun  to  tut  iissnomtiim  uvtiilul for  tlm  nidionpUim  of  iln 
oiroulatiog  notes  from  ussooiiifiniiH  to  uitins  of  redemption,  mid  ujiou  wliioli 
bnlnnouH  no  interest  sludl  bo  pitid.” 

Tho  hill  wits  taken  up  in  tlm  llniisn  of  llupresenlativos  on 
tlio  ldtli  of  April,  IS7-I,  anti,  without  tiny  debate.  tin  its  morils, 
was  possod  by  l.lm  vole  nl'  MO  yens  iintl  I  Oil  nays. 

On  tho  SHlntl  of  Ajiril,  I’rcsident  (Irani,  returned  tint  bill  Iti 
tlio  Sonato  wit, It  his  veto,  mill  l.lm  Semite,  ii]ion  llm  t|Uestitin, 
“Shall  tlm  bill  puss  uetwilhslaiuliiig  tlm  uliji't'.linns  of  llm 
Prosidont  of  tlm  llnilnd  Stains,”  volnd  !M-  yens  nnd  IK J  nays.  I 
vutud  nay.  Tlm  president  of  11m  Sonaln  declared  “tlial.  I.wti- 
tliirds  of  tlio  Senators  present  not  having  vtdotl  in  tlm  allirina- 
ti vo  tho  Sonaln  vnfnst's  In  pass  llm  bill,” 

Tims,  fur  that  session,  lint  struggle  I'nr  resumption  ended  ; 
lint  tlm  delude  in  linlli  I  lenses  attrae.fed  ptipnlnr  dise.ussinn,  anil 
linndnd  in  tlm  right  tliree.l.inn,  Tlm  evil  eiTntds  of  tlm  stringently 
in  mo  notary  affairs,  tlm  want  of  r.nnlidt'ntm,  tlm  redurtinn  nf 
tlm  natinnal  .revenue.,  tlm  detdiim  of  tlnnmstie,  prndnr.ticnis,  all 
tlidsn  contrilml.cid  In  impress  (Imigress  with  l.lm  imperative 
nooossity  of  providing  stnnti  nieasiirn  of  relief.  Insfead  of  iulla- 
tion,  of  largo  issniis  of  paper  lummy  by  the  United  States  and 
tho  national  luniks,  l!mrn  grow  up  a  r.onvirtitni  that  tlm  lint- 
tor  pniitiy  was  to  limit  anti  milium  llm  vtdiinm  nf  Ninth  liitnmy 
l.o  an  amtninf  that  mold  he  maintained  at  par  willi  r.tiin. 

During  llm  r.anvass  that  followed  I  spoke  in  many  parts  of 
Ohio,  t'.tmlining  mysnlf  r.hielly  to  llnaneial  ipiesUoiix.  Tlm 
stringently  of  tlm  money  market  wltieh  tmeurretl  the  itretietling 
yottr  still  iioiil.immil,  and  great  intoresl.  ivas  manifested  in  tlm 
nmasnroH  proptisntl  tinring  tlio  preceding  session,  espetdally  in 
tlm  dofeu.t  nf  tlm  bill  fn  prevnnt  llm  eniitnietinii  id'  tlm  enrrentiy. 
At  Hie  reipmsl,  of  (leneral  (larllolil  I  spoke  in  Warren  in  Ids 
(Jtnigressinna]  tlistrief,  where,  he  nnd,  I'nr  llm  llrsl,  time,  a  tln- 
cidod  opposition.  I  Insert  his  autograph  letter,  tlm  original 
lining  in  h In  fiviniliar  hantl  writing: 

lltitA.u,  (line,  Si.pi . .  lit,  IH7I, 

IlllAU  Siinatuii  :  I iMinenidiniee  with  llm  iirnnigninent  which  I  mini., 
with  yen  tied  with  the  centml  cnneiiittcc,  wti  Imvn  pesled  you  for  it  iituwt 
meeting  tit  ’Win-run,  oil  Siiturduy  ftfltuiimin,  ( IuIiiIk'I  Id.  I  hope  I  shall 
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Jiir.r.  Foil  Tini  Kknumption  of  Suf.oik  1’ay.mknth. 

Pcoliiin  in  Vuhiti  nt  I'lipor  Muncy  —  MhiUmk  I'nUKrm*  in  Pm-tnlii’r,  'l H7 •!  — HmihIu 
I'oTitniiltou  nf  iOli-vou  to  Foi-mulato  a  Hilt  (o  Ativancc  Mnili'd  SIuIch  Notes  lo 
I'm*  in  Coin  —  Widely  Dilfoi  iiiR  Vii*\v«  of  I  tin  Mumliorn—  Itniciuiitiim  of  Fmc- 
limml Cnn'nm’.y  UeiulHy  lo- — (>(in*v  Ntv.Uotttf  Finntly  Adophd — 

Mcuiih  In  1Y('|iiii-(!  Tor  and  Maiiilain  Hchiiiii { i lit n i  —  llniiorl  of  Din  Hilt 
l»y  tlio  ComiaiUi'n  on  Ktnnnnn —  f  In  I'mhhmko  by  tlm  Ki-nulo  t»y  a 
Vole  of  H‘2  lo  M —  Full  'IVsl  of  l  ho  Mournm*  and  an  Fx- 
planalinn  of  W Ini l  It  Wna  Kx|]i‘<‘li'd  In  Ai-i'uiiipllidi --- 
A|i|ii'oval  l>y  tlm  IIuiihu  tint!  llm  IYonmIoiiI. 

WIIION  (.'engross  mot  in  Dooombor,  1H7-1,  the  amount 
of  United  Status  notes  outstanding  was  #!)H!1,(X)0,- 
001).  Tho  fractional  mites  (mlstamling  aom’iirtilila 
into  logal  tendons  amounted  to  $‘M,(XX),(XX),  and  tlm 
amount  of  national  bank  notes  rodoonialiln  in  lawful  nnnioy  was 
$351,000,000,  in  all  $780,000,000.  lOach  dollar  was  worth  a,  frac- 
tion  loss  than  81)  conls  in  enin.  Wliila  tliosn  notes  worn  at  a 
discount  coin  did  not  and  could  not  circulate  ns  ninuuy.  Tlm 
government  exacted  coin  for  customs  duties  and  paid  enin  for 
iutorost  on  its  bonds.  It  I, hero  was  an  oxccss  of  coin  received 
from  enstoms  to  pay  intarost  tlion  I  iu'  excess  was  sold  at  a  prn- 
miam.  If  the  receipts  from  customs  wore  insnlllriont  to  pay 
tlio  interest  cm  lionds,  the  government  laid  to  liny  the  coin  ami 
pay  the  premium.  Tho  people  wlio  wore  demanding  inoro 
mnnoy  to  roliovo  the  stringency  did  not  see  Unit  Min  best  way  to 
got  more  money  into  circulation  was  to  adopt  measures  that 
would  imiko  United  Slates  notes  and  hank  notes  ei(iin.l  to  coin, 
when  all  tlirno  forms  of  money  would  enter  inl.n  circulation 
and  thus  give  them  more  money  and  all  kinds  of  e([ual  value. 

Whilo  onr  paper  money  was  depreeial.ee]  the  gold  and  silver 
hellion  from  our  mines  went  abroad  and  was  converted  into 
foreign  coin,  whilo  a  largo  portion  and  perhaps  a  majority  of 
onr  people  demanded  more  paper  money,  which  declined  in 
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value  in  exact  proportion  to  its  increase.  During  the  wav  vast 
expenditures  compelled  us  to  use  paper  money;  tho  return  of 
peace  and  the  excess  of  revenue  over  expenditures  should  havo 
boon  promptly  followed  by  coin  payments  or  notes  payable  in 
coin.  Wo  delayed  this  process  so  long  that  I  lie  popular  mind 
rested  content  with  depreciated  money,  hut,  the  panic  of.  1873, 
and  the  feverish  speculation  which  preceded  it,  convinced  the 
great  body  of  our  business  men  that  there  was  no  remedy  for 
existing  evils  lint,  a  return  to  specie  payments. 

Another  bill  concerning  currency  and  free  banking  was  re¬ 
ported  by  Horace  Maynard,  of  Tennessee,  mi  the  2t)l.h  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  1874,  from  tho  committee,  on  bunking  and  currency  of 
tlie  House  of  Representatives,  which  provided  for  free  bank¬ 
ing  and  a  gradual  reduction  and  cancellation  of  United 
States  notes  by  the  issue  of  notes  payable  in  gold  in  two 
years  from  the  passage  of  the  hill.  This  was  fully  debated 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  and  amended  and  passed. 
In  the  Semite  it  was  reported  by  me  from  the  committee 
on  finance,  with  a  sulistitnle  which  provided  for  free  bank¬ 
ing  and  that  on  and  after  the  1st  of  January,  1877,  any 
liohlor  of  United  Slates  notes  might  present  them  tor  pay¬ 
ment  citlior  in  coin  or  Jive  per  cent,  bonds  of  the  United  States, 
at  the  suggestion  of  the  Secretory  of  tho  Treasury.  This 
substitute  was  amended  in  the  Senate  by  striking  out  all  pro¬ 
visions  for  the  redemption  of  United  States  notes,  leaving  the 
measure  one  for  freo  banking  alone.  Tho  House  disagreed  to 
the  amendments  and  a  coinmitton  of  conference  was  appoinled 
which  resulted  in  a  measure  fixing  the  amount  of  United 
States  notos  outstanding  at  §382,000,001),  and  making  no  provi¬ 
sion  for  their  redemption.  It,  was  a  crude  and  imperfect  meas¬ 
ure.  I  voted  for  it  because  it  provided  fora  redistribution  of 
national  banks  among  the  states.  I  said:  “Because  1  cannot 
got  a  majority  of  both  Houses  of  Congress  to  agree  to  specie 
resumption  1  ought  not  therefore  to  refuse  to  vote  for  a  bill  on 
the  subject  of  banking  and  currency.”  The  bill  was  approved 
by  the  President  on  the  20th  of  June,  1874.  This  long  sf  niggle 
prepared  the  way  for  the  result  accomplished  at  tho  next 
session. 
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When  Congress  mot  in  December,  1874,  the  feeling  Unit  the 
remedy  for  existing  evils  was  the  return  to  specie  payments, 
was  general  among  Republican  Senators  and  Members.  The 
abortive  efforts  of  the  previous  session  and  the  veto  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Grant,  of  one  of  the  bills  referred  to  contributed  to  if.  At 
the  first  Republican  conference  I  called  attention  lo  tlic  neces¬ 
sity  of  our  uniting,  if  possible,  on  some  measure  that  would 
advance  United  States  notes  to  par  in  coin  and  moved  that  a 
committee  of  eleven  Senators  be  created  to  formulate  a  bill  for 
that  purpose.  It  was  agreed  to,  and.  as  the  names  of  the  Sen¬ 
ators  composing  the  committee  hare  already  been  published,  1 
feel  justified  in  repeating  them:  The  committee  consisted  of 
Senators  John  Sherman  (chairman),  William  11.  Allison,  George 
S.  Uoutwell,  Roscoo  Doubling,  Georgo  l1’.  Hdnmmls,  Thomas  W. 
Ferry,  F.  T.  Frolinghnyson,  Timothy  0.  Howe,  John  A.  Hogan, 
Olivor  1J.  Morton,  and  Aaron  A.  Sargent. 

When  tho  committeo  met  it  was  agreed  that  each  member 
should  stato  bow  far  bo  would  go  in  t.ho  direction  of  specie  re¬ 
sumption.  When  these  statements  were  made  it  was  manifest 
that  fclio  divergence  of  opinion  was  so  groat  that,  an  agreement 
was  almost  impossible.  Yet,  the  necessity  of  an  agreement 
was  so  absolute  that  a  failure  to  agree  was  a,  disruption  of  tho 
Republican  party. 

Tho  first  section  of  the  act  to  provide  for  tho  resumption 
of  specie  payments,  which  related  to  the  coinage  and  issue 
of  fractional  silver  under  the  act  of  February  21,  1853,  and 
tho  redemption  of  an  equal  amount  of  fractional  currency 
until  tho  whole  amount  of  such  fractional  currency  out¬ 
standing  should  bo  redeemed,  was  readily  agreed  to.  This  frac¬ 
tional  currency  was  so  Worn  and  filthy,  and  it  cost  so  much  to 
reissue,  that  by  general  consent  its  destruction  was  agreed  to, 
and  its  replacement  by  bright  now  silver  coin,  which  followed, 
was  heartily  welcomed. 

Tho  second  section  was  an  unjust  concession  to  the  miners 
of  gold.  It  repealed  the  coinage  charge  for  converting  standard 
gold  bullion  into  coin.  This  charge  had  boon  maintained,  not 
only  to  cover  tho  cost  of  coining,  but  to  prevent  tho  exporta¬ 
tion  of  American  coins.  If  the  coins  were  of  less  valno  than 


I. 1m  Imllinii  of  which  I  hey  with  made,  however  small  ( lie  ililTer- 
[iiii'i',  I ln>y  would  mil.  Iio  expnrled  while  Imlliim  emild  lm  had 
fur  expnrlnl inn.  Tlic  rourussinn  was  madu  mnl  lln>  elmi'pe  fur 
miini^M  uf  ^i » lil  was  prnhihitcd. 

Tim  fri'ii  hauling  provisions  in  Mm  lliird  serlinn  worn 
mil.  seriously  roulestnd.  Tint  rnnl rurl inn  of  Urn  vnliiiim  of 
Hailed  Slides  null's  ns  nidimiul  haul  mill's  iliereiisud,  mis  uni' 
uf  llm  rldef  suliji'i'ls  nf  disagreement,  ll  was  linnliy  agreed 
Hull.  this  eunl  niethni  sliuulil  exlend  (inly  lu  Urn  rnl in'iimnl.  uf 

I  hull'll  SI  11 1  I'M  null's  III  I'XCI’NS  uf  $11(111,11011,(11111, 

Tim  must  snriiuiN  ilisyml n  was  lipnn  llm  i|m'slinii  whether 

I I  nil  ml  Slnlcs  mil  cm  proseuled  fur  ri'ilmiiiif  inn  and  n'lli'i'iimil 
emild  lie  reissued,  Hu  Ihn  min  Hiilti  il  was  urged  Unit  ,  hciug 
vudenineil,  l.lmy  c.imld  mil.  lie  I'eissiind  wilhiml  nn  express  prn- 
visiun  nf  linv,  Tim  inllnl innisl.s,  ns  nil  lliuse  wlm  fnvun'd 
Uuilcd  Sliilcs  miles  ns  purl  nf  uiir  pei'imuinnl  riirrcnry  wore 
eidlnd,  refused  lu  vein  fur  Hie  Iiill  if  uny  sindi  pruvismi  wus 
inserled,  wliiln  I liusii  ivlin  favored  ruin  piiymeids  were  eipinlly 
pusilive  Hull  limy  wuiild  vole  lur  lm  lull  llial  peruiilled  miles 
mire  redeelued  lu  lie  reissued.  This  appeared  lu  lie  I  lie  rueli 
upon  n  hieli  I  lie  parly  in  power  was  lu  spill.  I  had  nn  duiilil 
under  existing  law,  wilhuiil.  any  furl  her  prnvisiuii,  hid  Hint 
Uniled  Slides  miles  euiild  he  reissued.  II  was  iinii.ll \  agreed  Mud 
lie  ineiil  iuii  shniild  he  niade  liy  me  fur  or  uguinsl.  I  lie  ri'issiie  uf 
Holes,  and  l  lial.  I  imiul  mil  rumniil  nil  Imr  side  in  presenl  illg  I  he 
hill. 

The  ilulo  fui'  general  resuni]il  ion  uf  . . .  paynienl.s  on  all 

Uniled  SI  ill  es  miles  was  lixeil  mi  I  he  lirsl.  uf  .Inn  nary,  I  Hill,  four 
years  from  I  lie  framing  nf  I  liis  hill.  The  impurlnnl  and  rinsing 
elaiise  nf  llm  hill  was  referred  In  Mr,  Udiuiiml.s  and  myself.  II 
provided  I  lie  menus  In  prepare  rurand  In  luainlaiu  resunipl  iuii. 

II.  plueed  under  llm  roiilrnl  uf  llm  Scrrelury  uf  I  lie  Treasury  all 
Ihn  Hiirplas  riivenue  in  I  lie  I  rensury,  ami  (.'live  him  full  pi m  or  In 
isHiic,  sell  and  dispose  nf,  ill.  nul  less  Ilian  par  in  enin,  any  uf 
Um  bonds  desarihnd  in  llm  refunding  url,  We  were  eiireful  In 
selei'.l,  phraseology  so  ruiiipreheusivn  llial.  all  I  he  resunrees  and 
rredil;  uf  llm  govt'i'iinmnl  were  pledged  In  redeeni  Hie  miles  of 
1.1m  Mldlert  Sl.ul.es,  ns  fully  and  r.nmplclely  as  nur  Kevnlul  imiary 


til''  JOHN  S] IKIfMAN. 


fill 


fathom  pledged  to  each  othov  their  lives,  their  fiirtmx's,  anil 
tlioiv  sacred  Uomiv,  in  support.  (if  Uio  (ler.hivatieu  of  American 
independence. 

Aftor  ovory  sentence  and  word  or  Ibis  hill  had  helm  envo- 
I'nlly  scrutinized,  T  was  authorized  hy  every  inemhei'  of  the 
oommitloo  to  subniil.  il.  lo  I  ho  committee  on  timmoe,  and  lo 
report  it  from  that  commit, loo  us  the  imauiiimiis  act  of  the 
Hopnbliciui  Senators.  We  naturally  expected  some  support 
from  Mr.  liayai  d  amt  other  Democratic  Senators,  who,  no  douht, 
wc.ro  in  favor  of  specie)  payments,  lad.  they  perhaps  thought  it 
host  not  to  sharo  the  risk  of  tlm  measure. 

I  reported  the  hill  from  the  committee  on  limmce  on  Iho 
21st  of  Haemal  ice,  1H7‘I,  mid  gave  notice  I  lint,  mi  Iho  next  day 
1  would  call  it  up  with  a  view  lo  immediate  action.  On  tlm 
22ml,  after  Iho  morning  business,  1  moved  to  proceed  lo  tlm 
consideration  of  tlm  hill,  and  gave  notice  Hint  I  intended  lo 
press  if  to  its  passage,  I'com  flint  hour  forwuril,  at  Iho  curliest 
moment  prnc.l  icahle.  It  was  well  imdiu'sloed  I  lint  tlm  hill  was 
Uio  result  oil  a  Kepnhlicmi  conformin'.  II  wns  In  Icon  np  by  tlm 
decisive  veto  of  il!)  yens  to  IS  nays. 

It  was  not  my  purpose  to  do  more  than  lo  present  Iho  pro¬ 
visions  of  tlui  hill.  My  brief  slnloniont  led  lo  a  desultory 
clolmto,  participated  in  almost  exclusively  hy  Deinervnlic  Semi- 
tors,  (ho  Itepnhlican  Senators  remaining  silent..  Several  vnfcH 
wore  taken,  each  showing  a  majority  of  morn  than  I  wo-lhirds 
in  favor  of  tlm  hill  and  against  all  amemtmciils.  II  passed  tlm 
Sonata  without  change  hy  the  vole  of  !t2  yens  lo  Id  nays. 

I  hero  insert  tlm  hill  as  introduced  and  passed,  with  my 
statement  in  support  of  ils  provisions  : 

AS  ACT  TO  CIKIVIlili  I'll  It  Til  1C  II  KM'  M  Cl  it  I N  111-'  HI 1 1,  T  I.  I'AVMCNTH. 

II  .fie,  it  onurfed  by  the  Siimlr  tun!  .[Joust  of  /u itfnfiri  n  of  thv 
United  Mitten  of  Amerint  in  ( 'toii/vt-M  nddrt/,  Tlml  llu-  Koeiolury  of  Iho 
Trousury  in  horoby  uulhonzril  mul  roipiimri,  iih  iu| tidi y  i‘H  pruH h-iihlo,  to 
oausn  lo  ho  oniund,  lit  iho  minis  of  tlm  llniloct  SlntoH,  hikin'  coiiiH  of  ||m  dr- 
nomiiifttioiiH  of  ion,  kvonly-llvo,  mid  llfly  oontn,  of  hiuiMliinl  vnluo,  mid  to 
issuo  (hoin  in  rodoniplion  of  mi  iMpml  nninlioi-  and  iiiikhihI  nT  fnu'lioniil  cin* 
i-onoy  of  similar  denoininulmnH,  or,  at  his  diMcivtion,  )m  inuv  insuo  nnoh  Hilvor 
uoin.4  through  iho  minlH,  llic  suh-lrrusurirH,  pnblin  dopusihmi'H,  nnd  post 
olllooa  of  tho  United  Sliilott}  and,  upon  such  issuo,  ho  in  hoinhy  uuilinri/uit 
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uucl  required  to  redeem  an  equal  nmount  of  sncli  fraotionn]  ourronoy,  until 
ihewholo  uuiounL  of  such  fractional  currency  outstanding  shall  bo  redeemed. 

“See.  That  so  much  of  section  throe  thousand  five  hundred  and 
twenty-four  of  ibo  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  Slalos  as  provides  for  a 
ohargo  of  one-fifth  of  one  per  centum  for  converting  standard  gold  bullion 
into  coin  is  hereby  repealed  ;  and  lieroaftor  no  charge  shall  bo  made  for 
that  service. 

“Sec.  3.  That  sootion  fivo  thousand  one  hundred  and  sovonty  sevon  of 
the  Rovised  Statutes,  limiting  the  aggregate  amount  of  circulating  notes  of 
national  banking  associations,  be,  and  is  hereby,  ropeulcd  ;  and  ouoh  existing 
banking  association  may  inoveaso  its  circulating  notes  in  accordance  with 
oxisting  law,  without  respect  to  said  aggregate  limit ;  and  new  banking 
associations  may  bo  organized  in  accordance  with  existing  law,  without  ro- 
speot  to  said  aggregate  limit ;  and  the  provisions  of  law  for  tho  withdrawal 
and  redistribution  of  national  bank  ourroncy  among  tho  sovoral  stales  and 
territories  arc  horoby  ropcaled.  And  whenovor,  and  so  often,  as  circulating 
notes  shall  be  issued  to  any  such  banking  association,  so  inoroasing  its  capi¬ 
tal  or  circulating  notes,  or  so  nowly  organized  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  bo  tho 
duly  of  tho  Seorotnry  of  tho  Treasury  to  redeem  tho  legal  tender  Unitod 
States  notes  in  excess  only  of  threo  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  to  tho 
amount  of  eighty  per  centum  of  (ho  sum  of  national  bunk  notes  so  issued  to 
any  such  banking  association  as  aforesaid,  and  to  continue  .such  redemption 
ns  such  circulating  notes  tiro  issued  until  thoro  shall  bo  outstanding  (he  sum 
of  three  hundred  million  dollars  of  such  togal  tender  United  Slates  notes, 
and  no  more.  And  on  and  after  tho  first  day  of  .lanuary,  anno  llouiiui 
eighteen  hundred  and  sevonly-nino,  the  Secretary  of  (lie  Treasury  shall  re¬ 
deem  in  eoiu  tho  United  Stales  lognl  lender  notes  then  outstanding,  on 
them-  presentation  for  redemption  at  the  ofiieo  of  tho  assistant  treasurer  of 
tho  United  Slatos  in  the  eily  of  Now  York,  in  sums  of  not  loss  than  fifty 
dollars.  And  to  onnblo  the  Secretary  of  tho  Treasury  to  proparo  and  pro¬ 
vide  for  tho  redemption  in  this  act  authorized  or  required,  ho  is  authorized 
to  uso  any  surplus  rovonuos  from  time  to  time  in  (ho  treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  and  to  issue,  soil,  and  dispose  of,  at  not  less  than  par  in  coin, 
either  of  tho  descriptions  of  bonds  of  tho  Unitod  Stales  described  in  tho  net 
of  Congress  approved  July  fourteenth,  elgbtoon  hundred  and  soventy,  enti¬ 
tled  ‘An  act  to  authorize  tho  refunding  of  tho  national  debt,’  with  like 
qualities,  privileges,  and  exemptions,  to  tho  oxlont  necessary  to  cany  (his 
act  into  full  ofFect,  and  (o  uso  the  proceeds  thereof  for  tho  purposes  afore¬ 
said.  And  all  provisions  of  law  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  ihis  act 
are  horoby  ropoalcd,” 

I  said : 

“  Mr.  president,  I  do  not  intend  to  reopon  the  dobate  on  financial  topios 
of  the  last  session.  That  debate  was  carried  to  such  great  length  that  it  was 
not  only  exhaustive,  but  it  was  exhausting,  not  only  mentally  but  physically. 
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•1  lio  Sotlllte  Js  C()OT|)0S0(1  of  lUo  samo  persons  who  shared  in  that  dobato,  and 
lfc  is  utterly  i(i|e  furuKi  i„  this  short  sossion,  (o  reopoii  it  and  to  invito  lliodis- 
“hssion  of  tlio  various  topics  presonlort  in  that  debate.  Tho  Senate  is  now 
'V|tl-,i  ,1  iOKS  thnn  thre0  nl0ri(]is,  „  littlo  more  than  two  months,  of  its  adjourn- 
S, (3 o t ,  ailcf  there  is  a  goiionil  fooling  throughout  (ho  country,  siiarod  by  a)} 
uitlssoa  of  people,  that  tins  Congress  ought  to  give  some  delimit)  notice  to  (lie 
Po°f)le  of  this  country  as  to  tlioir  purpose  in  tlio  iiuportnnt  topics  embraced  in 
‘mis  U.)  1 1  ;  and  I  say  to  Senators  on  nil  sides  of  the  llouso  that  this  hill  contains 
onovtj^l,  to  accomplish  (ho  important  object  deolarod  by  tlio  title  of  tlio  kill, 
t  his  will, out  rev  iving  nil  iho  troiiblesomo  and  difficult  questions  which 
NVfiy«  cliaciussocl  nt  tlio  Inst  sossion.  It  contains  n  few  simple  propositions 
"’liioli  may  be  separated  from  llio  mass  of  financial  topics  discussed 
ut  t.tio  lust  session.  Its  purpose  is  declared  upon  tlio  title  of  tho^ bill, 
‘An  aot  to  provide  for  ibo  resumption  of  specie  payments.’  Kvmy 

word,  every  lino,  and  every  provision,  of  this  bill  is  in  harmony  with  (hat 
litlo.  l.fc  awU)  tend  to  promote  tho  resumption  of  specie  payments.  U  may 
M  l  short,  in  many  particulars  of  tlio  desire  of  some  Senators  ;  and  it  does  go 
fnrtlioi*  in  d,at  direction  than  some  Sonalors  woro  willing  to  support  at  the 
last;  sossioiti  It  is  a  bill  which  demands  ronsonablo  concussion  from  every 
Mombor  of  the  Senate.  If  wo  undertake  now  to  sock  to  carry  out  tlio  indi- 
vicl  mil  views  of  any  Senator,  wo  oanuot  aooomplisli  tlio  passage  of  any  bill  to 
promotes  this  object,  and  thoreforo  this  bit)  has  demanded  of  ovoryono  who 
lias  oonsontud  to  it  thus  far  a  surrondor  of  somo  portions  of  Ins  opinions  as  to 
luoasuros  and  moans  to  accomplish  the  great  purpose.  I  will  oousidor  my 
duty  clone, so  far  as  this  bill  Is  concornod,  by  simply  stating  its  provisions  and 
iittcntiou  to  tho  charaotor  of  those  provisions,  without  onloring  into 
ii  si  topic  that  gave  rise  to  tlm  long  dismission  at  tho  last  session. 

bill  is  intended  to  provide  for  llie  resumption  of  specie  payments. 
Tlio  f  i  r»t  soction  of  tho  bill  provides  for  tho  resumption  of  speoio  paymonls 
oti  tlio  f  ractional  cummoy.  H  is  confined  to  that  subject  alone.  It  so 
Imppons  that  at  this  particular  poriod  of  time  tho  slate  of  (ho  money  market, 
tlio  atnto  of  (ho  demand  for  silver  bullion,  and  more  especially  the  recent 
action  of  tho  German  Empire,  which  has  demonetized  silver  and  thus  cheap- 
iinocl  fclmt;  product,  enables  us  now,  without  any  loss  of  ruvemio,  without  any 
Hrtorifioo,  loonier  tho  market  for  tlio  purchase  of  bullion  and  resume  speoio 
pnyirionts  on  our  fractional  currency.  The  market  prieo  of  bullion  to  day 
w\U  -Kistiry  tho  government  of  tlio  United  States,  without  any  sacrifice,  at  a 
ut  equivalent  to,  or  perhaps  ft  (rifle  above,  our  fractional  currency — 
t  shadow  above  our  fvaolionnl  currency  —  to  purchase,  silver  bullion 
iiioy  markets  of  tho  world,  mostly  of  our  own  production,  perhaps 
>f  our  own  production.  This  bill  simply  directs  that  tho  Socrolary 
fclio  'l'i’Oasnry  shall  purchase  this  bullion  and  shall  coin  silvor  coin  and 
to  that  in  tho  place  of  fractional  currency.  To  that  oxtenl  it  is  a 
itmpt’*°n  of  speoio  payments  upon  tlio  silvor  standard  for  the  fractional 
rOStl  This  section  is  recommended  not  only  by  tho  Secretary  of  tho 

oun’onwy  j  ■> 
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Hl'lCOl.l. MOTIONS 


lout  nf  tin-  ( S(uf cm,  lm(  I  litilit'Vn  will  inoni 
ovory  Member  nf  llui  Si<imh',  mill  wo  forlunutol) 


to  (ho  government,  oxeopl  perhaps  llinonsl  nf  ilu»  i*t>i 
Imvi’i  to  ho  lm i<l  out.  of  tin*  livnsiiiy  of  tin*  l  hiilod  Slut 


*  I  not’d  iioldwoil  furt ln*i*  ii|ion  (hm  mu-hon,  linoimso  I  Indium  it  will  moot. 
i  tin*  gonornl  iiwtinl  t >f  dm  Snnuln.  U  provides  for  tho  iuuiu’diiiU' ro* 
|i(iun  of  speoio  pnyiuontH  upon  Out  fractional  immniey,  or  ut  IoiihI  jih 
mdiato  an  pussihlo;  (hut  in,  iih  moou  hm  tho  govoriimonl  tif  dm  United 
oh  can, in  (ho  minln  of  (ho  Uniled  Slates,  coin  llio  silver  coin.  That  prom 
may  oontinuo  one,  Iwo,  or  (livco  yours,  Ikuv  long  wit  eniinol  loll,  dopoiub 
onlivoly  ii|joti  lint  force  that  limy  lm  employed  in  dial  diroolioii.  U 
m  i)  iniic*)i  longer  time  to  coin  lliese  t  iiiull  oniim  (hun  gold  coins,  mid  Oio 
in ( ion  will  pmhiihly  hike  limit'  limit  (hun  it  would  to  coin  any  onnmdor* 
i  lunounC  of  gold  ooin." 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  IWiiryluuil,  iiujuirod : 

“  (  would  n^lc  llio  Senator  if  (lu*ro  »m  authority  to  ininsnn  time  fniodonnl 
onryV” 

1  mii  id: 

“1  will  (-oiiio  to  Unit  in  n  nioim-iil.  The  Hnennd  mmlioii  uf  this  hill 
ily  removes  im  indiiroiuoiil  t)m(  now  exists  to  export  our  gold  bullion 
i  ihu  Uniled  Suites  in  (l rmit  Britain,  whore,  by  (ho  long  osluliliHlied 
i  of  tlmt  country,  limy  ooin  monoy  free  of  oluirgo.  This  Hootiou  in* 


f  revenue,  dioioforo,  hy  ll 
ndor  of  ^Sn, (l(){),  which  li 
gold  Indlion  in  ordor  to 


on  of  ninny  mini,  among  timm  dm  Seorehiry  of  tint  'I  rommry,  dm  dnnol* 

-  of  dm  mint,  uml  perhaps  n  largo  miiiihor  of  Smmtnrn  heretofore,  thin  will 
Loud,  in  u  slight  degree  ut  uny  ruin,  to  prevent  llm  exportation  of  tho  gold 
if  our  own  country  into  foreign  pnrlH,  hooiiUHo  whon  llio  government  of  tho 
[Jnitnd  Stales  undertakes  to  put  gold  bullion  in  llio  form  of  gold  coin  with¬ 
out  additional  charge  (lio  londonny  will  inevitably  ho  for  tho  gold  bullion  to 
ow  into  llm  miniH  for  eohuigo,  mid  being  put  into  (lm  form  nf  Amorloan 
ooin,  it  is  thought  by  n  great  mnny  people  that  this  will  turnl  to  prevent  ita 


OK  JOHN  K1TKUMAN.  515 

ion.  To  the  oxteiit  i(  dues  ho  it  prepares  im  for  spociio  payments, 
Llio  wltolo  t>f  llu>  second  section, 

10  third  Hi'olinu  of  (Im  hill  contains  only  two  or  llirun  ulllnimtivo 
ions.  Tlio  llrsl  is  licit  uflor  llio  passage  of  this  not  bunking  sled)  1>o 
Wimps  thorn  is  no  idea  ulrongor  in  {ho  minds  of  Iho  Anmrkmn  poo- 
i  u  feeling  of  hostility  against  u  monopoly  a  privilege  that  ono 
sot  of  men  can  enjoy  which  m  denied  to  another  Hum  or  sot  of  mon. 
-ho  law  its  it  now  stands  hanking  is  substantially  fine  in  the  southern 
10  of  the  western  slates ;  but  hanking  is  not  free  in  the  great  com- 
slutes,  in  the  older  mutes,  where  woalth  1ms  nctmmululcd  for  ages. 
iy  Im  n  mcri!  seutiincnlul  point,  but  it  is  well  enough  to  moot  it;  and 
iperalion  of  tins  bill  bunking  1h  ltmde  free,  ho  that  there  will  be  no 
y  hereafter  for  uny  eorpoiulioij  organized  ns  n  national  bank  either  to 
\  its  circulation  or  for  banks,  in  bo  organized  under  the  provisions  of 
;  luw,  (o  issue  circulating  miles  to  uny  extent  williin  (Im  limits  uml 
,<i  terms  mid  provisions  of  the  bunking  luw.  This  section,  tboreforo, 
bunking  free,  provides  for  an  enlargement  of  (ho  currency  in 
*  business  of  (be  eonuimnity  denmtulH  it,  and  in  ease  uny  bunk  in  (bo 
Slates  inny  lliiuk  it  uilvisnlile  or  prolllnblo  to  issue  oiroulaliug 
i  ill  the  form  <>r  bank  notes,  under  the  conditions  ami  limitations  of 
kilt#  law.  Coupled  with  that,  is  n  provision,  an  nmlorlaking,  mi  tlm 
tlm  United  States,  llmt  us  ImnkH  are  organized  or  as  oirouliiling  notes 
ml,  either  by  old  or  new  banks,  lias  government  of  the  Uinlml  Staton 
decs  to  retire  eighty  per  oenl.  of  llmt  amount  of  [Juilnd  , Staten  note#, 
r  words,  it  proposes  to  redeem  tlm  United  Stall's  notes  to  the  extent 
ty  per  oenl.  oil  the  ninoiiiit  of  hank  notes  llmt  may  bo  issued  ;  mid 
tlm  (Irst  controverted  question  that.  arises  on  this  bill  and  the  first 
settled. 

,  may  Im  linked  if  we  provide,  for  the  issue  of  imoulaling  notes  in 
why  not  provide  for  the  retirement  of  an  eipnil  amount  of  United 
notes.  The  answer  is  dial  under  the  provisions  of  (ho  bunking  not, 
law  a h  it  now  stands,  n  bunk  enniml.  lie  organized  and  maintnined  in 
ee  unless  the  reserve  which  is  in  that  Imnlc,  or  required  for  that  bank 
ordinary  course  nf  business,  either  on  its  deposits  or  oivoillutioii,  is  at 
qunl  to  twenty  per  rent,  of  (lie  anuniut  of  its  circulating  notes,  so 
was  believed,  ueeoriling  In  the  judgment  of  the  host  business  men  of 
intry,  anil  I  limy  say  with  tlm  rojnplroller  of  the  eurreimy,  that  the 
lent  of  eighty  per  emit,  of  llio  amouiil  of  bank  notes  is  fully  equiva¬ 
lent, ping  the  amount  of  circulating  medium  in  actual  circulation  on 
no  fooling,  so  (hat  this  provision  nP  the  bill  neither  provides  for  u 
ilitm  nor  expansion  nf  tlm  oumuioy,  but  leaves  the  amount  |o  be 
tod  by  the  business  wants  of  the  onmmunily,  so  dial  when  notes  are 
to  it  bunk  eighty  per  oenl.  of  (ho  amount  in  United  Stales  notes  is 
led,  mid  (Ids  process  e.imtiiiues  until  United  Stales  notes  uro  reduced 
,o  hundred  millions.” 


I?  I'lOOr. LECTIONS 


Slfi 


Ml1.  Sclmra  asked: 

'•  Will  tho  Senator  permit  mo  to  ask  him  a  question  in  rofcroneo  to 
this  section  ?  "When  tho  eighty  |>oi*  cent,  of  greenbacks  are  retired  will 
they  bo  destroyed  and  never  issued  ngain  ?” 

I  replied: 

“I  will  speak  of  that  in  n  moment  in  connection  with  other  suctions. 
Now,  Mr.  president,  that  is  all  there  is  in  regard  to  banking  in  this  bill 
and  also  in  regard  to  the  retirement  of  tho  United  States  notes  until  tho 
time  for  the  resumption  of  specie  payments  comes,  when  this  bill  provides 
for  actual  redemption  in  coin  of  all  notes  presented.  It  has  always  been 
a  question  in  tho  minds  of  many  people  ns  to  whether  it  is  wise  to  fix  a 
day  for  specie  payments.  That  mutter  was  discussed  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress  by  many  Senators,  and  tho  general  opinion  seemed  to  bo  that  if 
we  would  provide  the  moans  by  which  spoeie  payments  would  be  rosutned  it 
might  not  bo  necessary  to  fix  Uio  day  ;  but,  on  the  cither  hand,  it  is  important 
to  have  our  lawn  in  regard  to  tlm  currency  fix  a  probnblo  timo,  or  a  curtain 
time,  when  everybody  may  know  that  his  contracts  will  be  measured  by  the 
ooin  standard.  Wo  also  know,  by  tho  example  of  otlior  nations  which 
have  found  themselves  in  the  condition  in  which  we  uro  now  placed,  and  by 
some  of  the  states  when  specie  payments  were  suspended,  that  they  have 
adopted  a  specific  day  for  tho  resumption  of  specie  paymonts.  In  England, 
by  the  bank  net  of  18 IS),  they  provided  for  tho  resumption  of  specie  payments 
in  making  four  years.  In  our  own  state— in  Now  York,  in  Ohio,  in 

nearly  nil  tin*  states  when  there  has  boon  a  temporary  suspension  of  specie 
payments  a  time  lias  been  fixed  when  the  banks  were  compelled  to  rosnme, 
and  this  bill  siniplv’  follows  tho  example  that  has  been  sot  by  tho  states,  by 
England,  and  by  other  nations,  when  they  have  been  involved  in  a  like 
condition. 

“This  bill  also  provides  ample  means  to  prepare  for  and  to  maintain 
resumption.  I  may  say  tho  whole  credit  and  monoy  of  tho  United  States  is 
placed  by  this  bill  under  the-  direction  of  tho  proper  cxeontivo  oilicors,  not 
only  to  prepare  for  but  tu  maintain  resumption,  ami  no  man  can  doubt  that 
if  this  bill  stands  tho  law  of  the  land  from  this  timo  until  the  1st  day  of  .lan- 
nary,  1871),  specie  payments  will  bo  resumed,  and  that  our  United  States 
notes  will  be  converted  ;il  tho  will  of  the  holder  into  gold  and  si  Ivor  coin. 

“  Those  are  all  the  provisions  contained  in  this  bill.  Thoy  are  simple  and 
easily  understood,  anil  every  Senator  can  [kiss  his  judgment  upon  them 
rmulily. 

“  Non  1  desire  to  approach  a  class  of  questions  that  are  not  embraced  in 
this  bill.  Many  such,  and  1  could  nniiio  fifty,  are  not  included  in  this  bill  ; 
and  I  may  say  this  :  that  if  there  should  be  a  successful  effort,  by  tho  Senate 
of  tho  United  States,  in  ingridl  any  of  this  multitude  of  doubtful  or  contested 
questions*  upon  tho  fnoo  of  this  bill  it  would  inevitably  tend  to  its  defeat.  I 
am  five  to  say  tlml  if  T  wore  oallod  upon  to  frame  a  bill  to  accomplish  the 
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purpose  Ueolarod  in  the  title  of  this  bill,  I  would  Imvo  provided  some  moans 
of  gradual  redemption  between  this  and  tbo  time  fixed  for  final  specie  pay- 
nionts.  All  these  means  aro  open  to  objection.  • 

“Tliem  Imve  boon  tbreo  different  plans  proposed  to  prepare  for  specie 
puyniouts,  and  only  throo.  They  are  nil  grouped  in  three  classes.  One  is 
what  is  called  fclio  contraction  plan.  The  simplest  and  most  direct  way  to 
specie  payments  is,  undoubtedly,  the  gradual  withdrawal  of  United  States 
notes  or  the  contraction  of  the  currency.  Now,  wo  know  very  well  tho 
fooling  with  which  that  idea  is  regarded,  not  only  in  this  Senate,  but  all 
through  the  country.  It  is  believed  to  operate  as  a  disturbing  elemont  in 
all  tho  business  relations  of  life  ;  to  add  to  tho  burden  of  tho  debtor  by 
making  scarce  that  article  in  which  he  is  bound  to  pay  his  debts  ;  and  tlmro 
has  boon  an  honest,  sincere  opposition  to  this  theory  of  contraction.  There¬ 
fore),  although  it  may  bo  tbo  simplest  and  the  best  way  to  reach  specie  pay¬ 
ments,  it  is  entirely  omitted  from  this  bill. 

“Thoseeund  plum  that  1  have  favored  myself  often,  and  would  favor 
now,  if  I  had  niv  own  way,  and  Imd  no  opinion  to  consult  but  my  own,  is  the 
plan  of  converting  United  States  notes  into  a  bond  that  would  gradually 
appreciate  our  notes  to  par  in  gold.  That  has  always  been  a  fnvorito  idea  of 
miiio.  Thero  is  nothing  of  that  kind  in  this  bill,  exeopt  those  provisions 
which  nulhovi'/.o  tho  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  issue  bonds  to  retire  the 
groonbnoks  as  bank  notes  aro  issued  ;  and  it  also  authorizes  the  Secretary  of 
tho  Treasury  to  issue  bonds  to  provide  for  and  to  maintain  resumption.  I 
therefore  Imvo  been  compelled  to  surrender  my  ideas  on  this  bill  in  order  to 
accomplish  a  o-ond  object  without  using  these  means  that  have  been  bold 
objectionable  by  many  Senators. 

“Tho  third  plan  of  resumption  has  boon  favored  very  extensively  in 
this  country,  which  is  tho  plan  of  n  graduated  scale  for  resumption  in  coin 
or  bullion  ;  w)r«t  I  call  the  English  plan.  That  is,  that  wo  provide  now  for 
tho  redemption,  at  a  fixed  rate  or  scale  of  rates,  of  so  much  gold  for  a  spo- 
ui/io  sum  of  "United  States  notes.  At  present  rates  wo  would  givo  about 
$90  of  gold  for  SlOO  of  greenbacks,  and  then  provide  for  a  graduated  scale 
by  which  wo  would  approach  specie  payments  constantly,  and  reach  it  at  a 
fixed  day.  Thin  may  bo  called  a  gradual  redemption.  'Phis,  also,  is  objec¬ 
tionable  to  many  persons,  from  tho  idea  that  it  eompols  ns  to  enter  the 
money  nmrkots  of  tho  world  to  discount  our  own  paper.  It  is  an  ideal  ob¬ 
jection,  but  a  vory  strong  objection  ;  an  objection  that  has  force  with  a 
grout  many  pooplo.  Wo  Imvo  undertaken  to  redeem  tbeso  notes  in  coin, 
and  it  is  at  Iunst  a  question  of  doubtful  ethics  whether  wo  ought  to  enter 
Into  tho  marlcots  of  tho  world  and  buy  our  own  notes  at  a  discount. 
Although  tlmt  plan  has  boon  adopted  in  England  and  successfully  onrriod 
into  execution,  yet  there  is  u  strong  objoction  to  it  in  this  country,  and 
thoroforo  that  inode  is  abandoned. 

“  Either  of  these  plans  T  could  readily  support;  but  they  have  met  and 
will  moot  with  suoh  opposition  that  wo  cannot  hupo  to  carry  them  or 
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iiigiafl  Ihem  in  this  liill  without  defeating  it.  Wo  liavo  tlion  fallen  Imok 
on  tliuBn  gradual  stops  :  First,  to  retire  Liu)  fractional  currency  ;  second,  to 
mhu-o  United  States  notes  as  bank  notes  tire  increased  ;  and  tlion  to  rest 
our  plan  of  redemption  upon  tho  declaration,  made  on  tiio  faith  of  the 
(.'niteri  States,  that  at  tlio  timo  fixed  by  tlio  bill  we  will  resume  tiio  payment 
of  the  United  States  notes  in  coin  at  par.  'Flint  is  tho  whole  of  this  bill.” 

On  tint  7  th  of  Janimiy,  1875,  tlio  bill  was  considered  in  the 
Utilise  of  Ilepresontativos  and,  after  it  very  brief  conversational 
debate,  passed  by  tlio  veto  of  yeas  IHli,  nays  98. 

On  the  I4t.li  of  January,  1875,  tlio  President  sont  a  message 
In  tlio,  Houaho  approving  the  bill  lint  also  containing  recommen¬ 
dations  of  further  legislation  upon  mattors  that  had  been  care¬ 
fully  excluded  from  the  liill.  lie  added  at  tho  close  of  the 
nicssago  this  paragraph: 

“1  Imvo  ventured  upon  this  subject  wilh  grunt  cliflidoncc,  been  use  it  is 
so  unusiml  (d  approve  u  mcosure — us  \  most  heartily  do  this,  oven  if  no 
fmlhcr  legislation  is  attainable  at  this  timo  •  and  to  announce  tho  fnot  by 
message,  lhit  1  do  so,  because  1  fool  that  it  is  a  subject  of  such  vital  im¬ 
portance  to  tho  whole  country,  that  it  should  receive  tho  attention  of,  and  bo 
dismissed  by,  (’tmgress  and  tlm  people,  through  tho  press  and  in  every  wav, 
to  tlm  olid  tlmt  tlm  best  and  most  satisfactory  course  may  he  reached  of 
executing  what  l  doom  most  bouofioial  legislation  on  a  most  vital  question  to 
the  mtl'ivsts  and  prosperity  cd  the  nation. ” 

Thus,  afler  a  memorable  debate,  ex  I  ending  through  two  ses¬ 
sions)  of  Congress,  a  measure  of  vital  importance  became  a  law, 
and  wlion  executed  completely  accomplished  the  groat  object 
proposod  by  its  authors.  The  narrative  of  tho  slops  loading  to 
resumption  undor  this  act  will  bo  more  appropriate  heroaftcr. 


( !T1  A  XXVI. 

1{ I’lHl'M ]”!'ION  AtlT  KkouivED  WITH  DlsFAVOR. 

It.  1h  Not,  Well  Iti  eejveil  li.v  '1'linHe  Wliu  Winked  Immediate  UrrMliiiidiiMi  of  Sjejrie  Pav- 
merlin  —  l,et,tiT  Id  “Till.  Firmneiee  ill  H„|,ly  to  ntllnii’Kir'l’Imt  It  Wan  a"  Politi-’ 
<•(1!  'I'rli'lf,"  ele.  Tin’  Olrio  CiinvimH  of  I87fi  —  Piiiiuiccr  IteHolutfoiiH  ill  Llm 
llemnenilre.  nrirl  Ue|mtiliniin  I'lnliurniH-  11.  11.  Il/iyen  nml  ll.vnclf  Talk 
in  Kavnr  r ItiHiimplion —  My  ttccomiuendiitum  of  Him  for  Prcs- 
ideal. —  A  hcniocnil  1 1 i*r|  as  Spi-iiker  of  UmlloUNc — The 

.H(«mKo  SUM  UcptiMimii  —  My  Spcedi  In  Support,  of  Spe¬ 
cie  I’u.v iiifii I h,  Mode  Mnri'lt  U,  I H7f> —  Wlml  Dm 
I  imnx'iiil  Policy  <»f  I  lie  tin  vermin  uil  SI  mill  il  lie. 

Till'!  j-i-Mii u> i«l Inn  mil,  whs  goiunully  received  wtl.li  disfiivor 
by  those  who  wished  Urn  innuotliiito  resumption  of  hj>«- 
cio  piiynumts.  It  whs  tlio  subject  of  much  criticism  in 
tho  liniuic.ial  journals,  among  othors  “Tho  J.'’ina»eior,” 
which  tloscvihotl  it  as  a  political  trick,  an  ovusitm  of  a  public 
tliil.y,  and  ns  totally  imukiqmito  for  tho  purpose,  sought  to  bo 
iiccomplisltod.  1  took  occasion  to  roply  to  this  articlo  in  the 
following  lo.tl.nr: 

H s  1'i'Ki)  Static  Shnatk  Chamukk,  1 
W ahiii  noton,  January  10,  1870.  [ 

Dicau  Siu:  Ah  I  inn  a  subscribor  to  * 'J'tio  Financier’  you  will 
probably  allow  mo  to  express  my  surprise  at  <lm  course  you  Jmvo  pursued 
in  respect  to  tho  Mnuneo  bill  roeently  passed  by  Congress.  Churning  as 
you  clo  to  bo  u  ‘  monetary  im«\  business’  jouviml,  you  might  be  expected 
Lo  troat  fitirly  u  measure  affecting  ho  greatly  the  inlorosta  you  i-oprt'st'iit ; 
lull  yon  huvo  not  donn  ho.  Vou  have  treated  it  ns  n  political  trick,  an 
evasion,  a  iliHgruee  to  (JnngroHH.  You  complained  that  it  was  passed  with- 
out  debate  and  llmt  itN  inception  and  passago  woro  shameful.  lint  us  you 
Huy  in  your  lust  number  Mlml  it  in  woll  to  examine  it  hopefully,  to  find 
i r/nii  i/o oil  nut}/  hurt:  hern  do?n\  >/  any,  although  from  a  had  motive'  I 
(ako  tlm  liberty  to  correal-  errors  even  in  your  ‘hopoful’  viow  of  tho  law, 
ho  Lliat  you  may  bo  morn  hopeful  still.  You  asHitmo  that  llm  Secretary  of 
tho  Treasury  Ik  not  authorized  to  issue  /Ivo  per  cent.  gold  bonds  to  prepare 
for  and  fu  maintain  resumption,  because  llm  amount  of  /Ivo  por  cent.  bonds 
authorized  in  tlm  ael  of  IH70  is  nearly  exhausted.  Thin  is  an  error.  Tho 
secretary  can  issue  either  four  and  a  half  or  livo  por  oonl.  gold  bonds  to 
an  amount  suMoieiil  to  oxconto  tlm  law.  Tho  not  of  1870  is  only  rofonod 
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to  for  tho  ‘  description  ’  of  tlm  howls  to  In*  issued,  and  the  only  limit  to  tlio 
amount  is  tlio  sum  necessary,  and  tlio  only  limit  to  their  sale  is  that  they 
must  not  bo  sold  at  less  than  ]>ar  in  coin. 

You  say  that  one  trick  of  the  hill  is  1  that  tliero  is  no  provision  for 
carrying  on  th©  withdrawal  of  logal  tenders  after  tliuir  maximum  reaches 
$300,000,000.’  Now  this  ‘Irish’  was  advocated  by  you  one  year  ago  ;  it 
was  voted  for  by  every  specie  paying  Member  of  Congress  at  the  last  ses¬ 
sion,  and  nearly  evory  writer  on  tlio  subject  has  contended  that  if  the  legal 
tendors  wore  reduced  to  $300,000,000,  and  tho  treasury  was  supported  by  a 
ronsnnablo  reserve,  specie  payments  oould  bo  resumed  and  maintained. 
Besides,  no  ono  believes  that  $100,000,000  of  bank  notes  will  bo  issued 
under  this  act,  and  this  provision  only  relieves  some  people  From  an  idle 
four  of  an  improbable  event.  You  must  have  noticed  that  when  banks 
retire  their  notes,  as  thoy  have  done  and  will  do  rapidly,  this  is  a  reduction 
of  tho  currency,  whilo  evory  issue  of  notes  to  now  or  old  banks  involves  a 
retirement  of  u  ratable  amount  of  United  States  notes.  What  you  say  about 
playing  with  a  movable  ‘  reserve  *  is  oquully  wrong.  Neilhor  tho  fractional 
currency  nor  tlm  ‘eighty-two  million’  redeemed  can  bo  reissued,  and  1 
stated  so  when  tho  bill  was  [mnding  under  delmto,  and  no  lawyer  could  [ml 
a  different  construction  upon  tlio  bill.  As  to  United  States  notes,  a  part  of 
tho  $300,000,000  redeemed  after  resumption  of  specie  payments,  we  did 
refuse  to  provide  whether  they  could  he  reissued  or  not,  and  we  acted 
wisely.  When  tho  question  is  hereafter  determined  by  Congress,  the  con¬ 
troversy  will  [jo  whether  tho  notes  when  rtsUnncd  shall  have  the  leijnl  ten¬ 
der  ([Utility,  or  be  simple  treasury  notes  reooivablo  for  public  dues. 

Last  session  tho  public  press  scolded  at  our  long  and  fruitless  debate  on 
finances,  and  I  agreed  with  tlio  press.  '.Phis  session  tho  same  Senators,  on- 
lightonod  by  tho  long  debate  and  hooding  tho  call  of  tho  press,  gave  to  the 
subject  tho  most  careful  and  deliberate  consideration,  and  agreed  upon  this 
bill  without  much  debate,  and  yet  the  proas  is  not  happy.  The  act  does 
not  go  so  far  ns  I  wished,  but  everything  in  it  is  right  in  itself,  and  is  in  the 
right  direction.  T ts  chief  merit  is  that  it  establishes  a  public  policy  which 
no  political  party  or  faction  will  be  strong  enough  to  overthrow,  and  which, 
if  it  had  not  been  adopted  now,  tlm  Domoorntio  party  in  the  next  Congress 
would  have  defeated.  Tho  pretense  that  the  Democratic  party,  as  repre¬ 
sented  in  tho  next  Mouse,  would  liavo  favored  any  bill  for  specie  payments 
is  utterly  false.  Therefore  tho  measure  grants  to  tlio  Socrotnry  of  the 
Treasury  powors  onough  to  oxoouto  it,  but  if  we  can  secure  tho  aid  of  a 
Domocrulio  House  wo  can  mn'ko  it  moro  certain  and  effective. 

Very  truly  yours,  John  Sherman. 

Editor  of  ‘Financier.’ 

In  the  Ohio  canvass  of  1875  the  resumption  act  became 
the  chief  subject  of  controversy.  R.  B.  Hayes,  after  having 
previously  sowed  for  four  years  as  governor  of  the  state,  was 
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■iiUed  for  Unit.  oliicc.  William  Allen,  then  gov- 

>  nominated  upon  the  Democratic  ticket,  in  opposi- 
l’Gsmnptioa  act  suicl  in  favor  of  liat  mono)7,  upon 
t-lie  election  mainly  turned. 

hit  resol ut-iou  of  the  Democratic  platform  was  as 

oonlraclion  of  llit)  currency  heretofore)  made  by  tho  Uepub- 
<1  the  further  contraction  proposed  by  it,  with  a  view  to  tbo 
Lion  of  spooio  payment,  lmvo  already  brought  disaster  to  tlie 

>  country,  mid  tbreaton  it  with  goneval  Imnkniploy  mid  ruin, 
nt  this  policy  bo  abandoned,  mid  that  tin*  volume  of  currency 
lco])t  equal  to  tbo  wants  of  trade,  leaving  tho  restoration  of 
o  par  with  cold,  to  be  broimht  about  by  promoting  the  iiidus- 
-ploaml  not  by  destroying  them.'’ 

mhlictm  convention  in  their  second  resolution 

.>Iioy  of  linmico  be  steadily  pursued,  which,  without  Uiuioeos- 
lousiness  or  trade,  will  ultimately  equalize  the  purcluising 
•  cioin  and  paper  dollar.” 

i.-nor  Hayes  unci  1  opened  t,l\o  stato  eanvnss  in  the 
.fi/vvrouce  on  July  ill,  1875,  aud  took  strong  ground 
Clio  resumption  act.  At  tlio  beginning  it  appeared 
■Pi  c  wero  nut  quite  prepared  for  any  measure  look- 
option,  but  as  Hie  contest,  progressed  and  tlio  sub- 
l.y  and  boldly  presented  by  Mi'.  Hayes  and  myself, 
.pinion  ran  in  our  favor  and  Hayes  was  elected  by 
jority.  Tlio  ex-govevnor  did  not  evade  tlio  issue, 
'  speech  supported  and  urged  tho  policy  of  restuup- 
»,1, tor  of  tlio  highest  interest. 

it/pproachtng  nomination  for  President,  (iovornor 
frequently  spokon  of  as  a  candidate  to  succeed 
cut,  and  1  also  wits  mentioned  iit  the  same  oonnee- 
oliug  confident  that  Mr.  Hayes  would  lie  a  stronger 
lism  myself,  ami  fully  determined  not  to  stand  in 
Idle  2'lst  of  .January,  1876,  1  wrote  a  letter  to  a  per- 
,  mid  tho  Member  of  tlio  Sonato  from  tbo  district  in 
o,  in  which  1  urged  tho  nomination  of  Governor 
lie  most  avatlablo  candidate  in  the  approaching 
.  canvass.  This  lotter  no  doubt  contributed  to  bis 


strength  ami  prevented  any  possibility  of  the  division  of  the 
vote  of  Ohio  in  the  convention.  The  lot.ter  I  givo  in  full : 

Washington,  D.  C.,  January  21,  1870. 

DtCAK  Si it  : — Your  loiters  of  tho  2nd  imd  10th  inst.  worn  duly  roeoived, 
and  J  delated  answering  tliu  first  sooner  partly  from  personal  reusons,  but 
mainly  that  I  might  fully  consider  the  questions  raised  by  you  as  to  the 
approuehing  presidential  contest,  tho  importance  of  which  cannot  be  over¬ 
stated.  TI.o  oloolion  of  a  Democratic  President  moans  a  restoration  to  full 
power  in  the  government  of  tho  worst  elements  of  tho  rebel  Confederacy. 

TIio  southern  states  are  to  Ido  organized,  by  viol  once  and  intimidation,  into 
a  compact  political  power  onlj'  minding  a  small  fragment  of  tho  northern 
states  to  givo  it  ubaolutn  control  where,  by  a  majority  rnlo  of  tho  party,  it 
will  govorn  tho  country  as  it  did  in  the  time  of  Pierce  and  Buchanan. 

If  it  should  oloct  a  President  arid  both  Houses  of  Congress,  tho  con¬ 
stitutional  amendments  would  bo  disregarded,  tho  Freedman  would  bo 
nominally  oitiv.cns  but  really  sluvos  ;  innumerable  ohiims,  swollen  byporjury, 
would  bo  saddled  upon  the  treasury,  the  powor  of  tho  goncrnl  government 
would  be  orippled,  and  the  honors  won  by  our  people  in  subduing  rebellion 
would  bo  a  subject  of  reproach  rather  than  of  pride.  Tho  only  safeguard 
from  tlieso  evils  is  tho  election  of  a  Hopubliean  President,  and  tho  adoption 
of  a  liberal  Republican  policy  which  should  he  fair  and  oven  generous  to 
tho  south,  but  firm  in  tho  muiulounnoo  of  all  tho  rights  won  by  tho  war. 
Our  oleotion  in  Ohio  Inst  fall  shows  that  oven  under  tho  most  adverso 
oircnmstances  we  mm  win  on  this  basis. 

ICvory  movement  made  by  this  Democratic  House  of  Representatives  is 
an  appeal  to  ovory  innn  who  over  voted  with  tho  Republican  party  to  rally 
to  its  support  again,  mid  to  every  man  who  fought  in  the  Union  army  to 
vote  with  us  to  preservo  tho  results  of  his  victory. 

All  we  need  is  such  a  presidential  ticket  ns  will  givo  assiminoe  that  we 
moan  to  stand  by  our  principles,  and  that  will  administer  the  government 
honestly  and  economically. 

As  to  candidates,  the  drift  of  public  opinion  is  mpidlj'  reducing  tho  list 
and  has  already  settled  adversely  the  chances  of  many  of  them.  Above  nil, 
it  has  positively  closed  tho  question  of  a  third  term.  The  conviction  that  it 
is  not  safe  to  continuo  in  ono  man  for  too  long  a  period  tlm  vast  powers  of  a 
President,  is  based  upon  tlm  strongest  reasons,  and  this  conviction  is  sup¬ 
ported  by  so  many  precedents  set  by  tho  voluntary  retirement  at  tho  end  of 
a  second  term  of  so  many  Presidents  tlnit  it  would  bo  criminal  folly  to  dis¬ 
regard  it.  I  do  not  boliovo  that  General  Grant  ever  seriously  onturtainod 
the  thought  of  a  third  term. but  ovon  if  he  did,  tho  established  usage  against 
it  would  make  his  nomination  an  act  of  suicide. 

It  would  disrupt  our  party  in  every  Republican  state. 

Happily  for  us  wo  do  not  need  to  look  lor  tho  contingency  of  his 
nomination. 
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Among  the  candidates  now  generally  named,  I  Imvo  no  such  preference 
that  I  onuld  not  heartily  support  oither  of  them.  They  are  mon  of  marked 
ability,  who  Imvo  rendered  important  public  sendees,  but,  considering  nil 
tilings,  I  boliovo  tho  noininfition  of  (lovernor  Hayes  would  give  us  the  more 
strength,  taking  the  vvholo  country  at  large,  than  any  other  man.  lie  is 
butler  known  in  Ohio  than  olsowhnro,  and  is  stronger  there  t)mn  olsmvjiore, 
but  tho  qualities  that  have  made  him  strong  in  Ohio  will,  as  tho  canvass 
progresses,  malco  him  stronger  in  every  state,  lie  was  a  good  sohlior,  and, 
though  not  greatly  distinguished  us  such,  be  performed  his  full  duty,  and  I 
noticed,  when  traveling-  with  him  in  Ohio,  that  (he  soldiers  who  served  under 
him  loved  arid  respected  him.  As  a  Member  of  Congress  ho  was  not  a  lead¬ 
ing;  dobutor,  or  manager  in  parly  tae/ics,  but  ho  was  always  sensible, 
indiiHlriouH,  and  true  to  his  convictions  and  the  principles  and  tondeneies  of 
his  party,  and  commanded  tho  sincere  respect  of  his  colleagues.  As  a 
governor,  thrice  elected,  he  has  hIiowii  good  executive  abilities  and 
gained  grout  popularity,  not  only  with  Ih'puhlieutis  but.  with  our  adver¬ 
saries.  On  tin'  currency  ipiestioti,  which  Is  likely  to  enter  largely  into  the 
canvass,  ho  is  thoroughly  sound,  but  is  not  committed  to  any  particular 
measure,  no  as  to  he  disabled  from  eoMperatiiig  with  any  plan  that  may 
promise  hucccss.  (in  the  main  questions,  protection  for  till  ill  equal 
rights,  mid  the  observance  of  the  public  faith,  he  is  ns  trustworthy  as  any 
one  mimed,  lie  is  fortunately  free  from  the  personal  enmities  and  antago¬ 
nisms  tlmt  would  weaken  some  of  his 'Competitors,  ami  lie  is  unblemished 
in  name,  nharuolcr  or  conduct,  and  a  native  citizen  of  our  stain. 

1  have  thus,  as  you  requested,  given  you  my  view  of  the  presidential 
question,  taken  as  dispassionately  as  if  1  was  examining  a  proposition  in 
geometry,  and  the  result  drawn  from  these  facts,  not  too  strongly  stilted,  is 
that  the  Republican  party  in  Ohio  ought,  in  their  slate  convention,  to  give 
Governor  1  iuyes  a  united  delegation  instructed  to  support  him  in  the  national 
ooiivcMlioii,  not  llml  wo  Imvo  any  special  claim  to  have  the  candidate  taken 
from  Ohio,  hut  that  In  (Jeneral  Hayes  we  honestly  believe  the  liopnhliuiui 
party  of  llie  United  States  will  have  a  candidate  for  President  who  cun  com¬ 
bine  grantor  popular  strength  and  greater  assurance  of  success  than  other 
oaiulidaUm,  and  with  equal  ability  to  discharge  the  duties  of  President  of  the 
United  {Stains  in  ease  of  election,  T.et  tins  nomination  he  thus  presented, 
without  uny  wire  pulling'  or  depreciation  of  others  and  as  a  conviction  upon 
estal  disbud  facts,  ami  1  believe  (iovernor  1  layes  can  he  and  ought  to  he  nom¬ 
inated.  Rut  if  our  slate  is  divided  or  is  not  in  earnest  in  this  matter  it  is  fur 
better  fur  (lovertior  llayes  and  the  stall1  that  his  name  he  not  presented  at  all. 
We  have  never  snllicicntly  cultivated  our  statu  pride,  with  every  reason  for 
indulging  it,  and  thus  our  proper  inlluenoo  1ms  been  wasted  and  lost.  Now 
wo  hitvo  a  good  opportunity  to  gratify  il,  and  at  Mm  same  f into  ooutribulo  to 
the  common  good.  Iloinmnber  me  kindly  to  personal  friends  in  the  .Senate. 

Very  truly  yours,  John  Siikhman. 

I  i o n .  A.  M.  PtrUNK. 


The  election  of  Mom  bet's  of  Congress  in  1874  resulted  in  the 
choice  of  a  huge  majority  of  Democrats  in  the  House  of  .Repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  44th  Congress,  tho  torm  of  which  commenced 
ou  the  4th  of  March,  1875.  A  majority  of  the  Senate  being 
still  largely  Republican,  it,  became  diflicnlt  to  pass  any  measure 
of  a  political  character  during  that  Congress.  President  Grant, 
oti  the  17th  of  February,  1 870,  issued  bis  proclamation  conven¬ 
ing  the  Senate  at  12  o’clock  on  the  5i.li  of  March  following,  to 
recoive  and  act,  upon  such  communications  ax  might  he  made 
to  it  ou  the  part,  of  tho  Executive.  The  session  continued  until 
the  24th  of  March.  It  was  largely  engaged  in  cpiestions  affect¬ 
ing  the  State  of  Louisiana,  which  had  boon  the  sceno  of  violent 
tumult  and  almost  civil  war.  As  these  ovents  aro  a  part,  of  the 
public  history  of  tho  country  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to 
refer  to  them  at  length.  These  disturbances  continued  during 
the  whole  of  that  Congress,  and,  in  187(i,  approached  the  con¬ 
dition  of  civil  war. 

The  regular  meeting  occurred  on  the  (ith  of  December, 
1875,  when  Thomas  \V.  Ferry,  of  Michigan,  was  elected  presi¬ 
dent  pro  tempore  of  the  Senate,  and  Micluiol  C.  Kerr,  a  Demo¬ 
cratic  Representative  from  the  81ato  of  Indiana,  was  elected 
by  a  large  majority  as  speaker  of  Hie  House. 

Tliis  political  revolution  was  no  doubt  caused  largely  by  the 
financial  panic  of  1878,  ami  by  tho  severe  stringency  in  mone¬ 
tary  affairs  that  followed  and  continued  for  several  years. 
Many  financial  measures  of  tho  highest  importance  in  respoct, 
to  tho  public  credit  were  acted  upon,  but  were  generally  lost 
by  a  disagreement,  botween  the  two  Houses.  )  do  not  deem  it. 
necessary  to  rofer  to  the  political  questions;  that  greatly 
oxcitod  the  public  mind  during  that  session.  Congress  was 
largely  occupied  in  political  debate  ou  ipiestioiis  in  respect,  to 
tho  reconstruction  of  the  states  lately  in  rebellion,  upon  which 
tho  two  Houses  disagreed.  Among  other  measures  which 
tailed  was  the  act  amendatory  of  the  acts  authorizing  tho 
refunding  of  the  national  dobt,  which  passed  the  Senate  lmt 
was  not  considered  by  the  House. 

Daring  this  session  of  Congress  all  sorts  of  financial  plans 
were  presented  in  oacb  House,  but  all  were  aimed,  directly  or 


imliroeUy,  at  iho  rosninptimi  act,  although  Utah  ac.t  itsoll'  was 
adoptod  as  a  romody  fur  oxi.sling  lintincml  evils,  a.nd  capneially 
to  deal  with  and  prevent  the  veeummec.  of  such  a  panic,  as  iliat 
of  1H7H.  1  took  occasion,  on  flu*,  presentation  of  the  vesolut tons 

of  tho  Now  York  Ohainher  of  (knnmurco  in  favor  of  the 
resumption  of  specie  payments,  at  the  lime  provided  hy  the 
resumption  ac.t,  to  discuss  the  policy  of  that  measure  inoro 
fully  than  l  thought  it  expedient  to  do  when,  as  a,  hill,  it  was 
pending  in  the  previous  Congress.  'Phis  speech  was  made  in 
the  Somite  on  tho  Nth  of  .March,  I S7(>.  It  was  the  result  of 
grout  labor  and  cure,  and  was  inlouded  by  me  to  ho,  and  1 
beliovo  is  now,  the  best  presentation  I  have  ever  been  able  to 
oll'or  in  supporter  tho  linaucial  policy  of  the  government,  and 
(’specially  in  support  of  I  ho  resumption  of  specie  payments. 

I  said  : 

“  .Mr.  president,  I  have  lakon  the  unusual  course  of  arresting  tlio  refer* 
once  (o  the  committer  of  II  nance  of  (Im  memorial  of  llm  ( 'liiiinlmr  oft  'omiimree 
of  Now  York,  in  order  to  discuss,  in  mi  impersonal  mid  noiipn rtincm  way,  uuo 
of  Urn  <|itoMiDii8  presented  hy  thill  memorial,  mid  oim  wliicdi  n<nv  till*  tlm 
pnhliu  mind  mid  mu»l  necessarily  soon  occupy  our  attention.  That  ipieHliou 
is,  1  1 )ug*ht  tho  rosmnplion  not  of  IH75  Im  repealed  V  *  Tho  memorial  strongly 
opposes  mich  repeal,  while  other  memorials,  mid  notalily  those*  from  llm 
boards  of  trade  of  Now  York  mid  Toledo,  advocate  it.  These  opposing 
views  n m  supported  in  euoli  House  of  ('engross,  and  will,  when  our  lime 
is  more  mnmpied  than  now,  di’inmid  our  vote. 

“  And,  Hir,  we  are  forced  to  consider  this  ipiestion  when  die  law  it  iH  pro¬ 
posed  In  repeal  is  only  commencing  to  operale,  now,  three  years  hel'ore  it 
can  liuvo  full  <*ITeot  during  all  which  time  its  operalion  will  bo  under  your 
eye  and  within  your  power  and  while  (he  passions  of  men  are  healed  hy  n 
presidential  eoinlmt,  when  a  grave  <|uestiun,  alfeeting  the  interests  of  every 
citizen  til*  the  United  Slates,  will  la*  inlliietieed  hy  motives  entirely  foreign 
to  the  merits  of  the  proposition.  And  the  (|Ues(ioii  presented  is  not  ns  to 
the  host  means  of  securing  the  resumption  of  u  speeie  standard,  hut  solely 
whether  the  only  measure  that  promises  that  result,  shall  Im  repealed.  VVe 
know  (here  is  a  wide  and  honest  diversify  of  opinion  as  to  the  agency  mid 
meiuiH  l<>  secure  a  specie  standard. 

“  Wlion  any  practicable  scheme  to  that  end  is  proposed  I  mu  ready  to 
exumiim  it  on  its  merits  ;  1ml  we  are  not  considering  ihe  best  mode  of  doing 
tlm  thing',  hut  whether  we  will  recede*  from  tho  promise  made  hy  the  law  as 
it  slaudH,  as  well  as  refuse  nil  means  to  execute  that  promise.  If  the  law  is 
deficient;  in  any  respect  it  is  open  to  amendment.  If  tho  powers  vested  in  tie* 
secretary  are  not  suilleiciit,  or  you  wish  to  limit  or  enlarge  (hem,  he  is  your 
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servant,  im<l  you  have  but  to  speak  and  he  obeys.  It  ih  tint  whether  \v»  will 
accumulate  ^nld  or  ^r*M*nl>iu-kn  or  convert  our  notes  into  bunds,  nor  whether 
tho  limit  to  resume  in  too  curly  or  too  Into.  All  thorn*  arc  of  lojris* 

|  lit  ion.  Hul  the  ipiestioh  now  in  wholhrr  wo  will  lepudiuli*  (he  legislative 
dcehinilioii,  nimln  in  tho  act  of  IH7H,  to  redeem  tin*  promise  mmlo  mid  printed 
on  llu*  fiion  of  every  United  Million  noli*.  »  promise  mat l«*  in  (ho  midst,  of  war, 
wliiui  our  Million  was  slnijn^liiip;  for  existence,  11  promise  renewed  in  Mimdi, 
KSlli),  in  tlio  most  uiio(|iiivoniil  language,  and  llnully  mmlo  specific  iih  to  limo 
hy  tho  act  of  IH7H. 

“Ami  lot  uh  not  deceive  ourselves  hy  supposing  (hul (hose  who  oppose 
this  rnpi'iil  are  in  fuvor  of  11  purely  metallic  ourronoy,  to  tho  exclusion  of 
paper  currency,  for  nil  inlolli^oiil  moil  nj'ree  llmt  every  frreiil  oommoroiul 
nation  nmsl  have  holli ;  flu*  om*  iih  tlm  standard  of  vulm*  hy  wliioli  nil  things 
mo  measured,  wliioli  daily  nioiiHiiroH  your  hoinln  ntnl  notes  ns  it  measures 
wlioal,  cotton,  ami  land  ;  and  also  u  paper  or  orodil  eimeney,  wliioli,  from 
its  ooimniionoo  of  hnmUinp;  or  Iruimfor,  must  ho  tho  nirilimn  of  exchanges  in 
tho  £iviU.  body  of  tlm  business  of  life.  Statistics  show  that  in  coiinnoroml 
(mutt  Irion  n  vary  lurtfc  proportion  of  all  Iriiimforn  is  by  book  accounts  ami 
notes,  and  more  llnni  nino-lonlliH  of  nil  llm  residue  of  payments  in  by  cheeks, 
drafts,  mid  such  paper  tools  of  oxotuinjjfi', 

“Of  tlm  vast  business  done  in  .New  York  and  I.omlon  not  live  per  emit, 
is  done  with  either  paper  money  or  p;nhl  or  silver,  1ml  hy  llie  mere  bnlmu-in/j; 
of  aeemnils  or  exchange  of  credits.  And  this  will  he  so  wlieiher  your  paper 
money  is  worth  forty  per  cent,  or  one  hundred  per  cent,  in  p*ohl.  The  only 
ipiestion  is  whether,  in  usinjr  paper  money,  we  will  have  (hut  which  is  us  jjond 
us  it  promises,  iih  p;ood  as  that  of  (I real  Britain,  K  ranee,  or  (Jernuiny;  ns 
jrond  us  coin  issued  from  your  mints  ;  or  whether  we  will  emitenl  ourselves 
with  depreciated  paper  money,  worth  ten  per  iviil.  less  (him  it  promises, 
every  dollar  of  which  daily  tells  your  constituents  llmt  the  I  biiteil  Stales  is 
not  rich  enough  to  pay  more  lliun  ninety  per  cent,  on  the  dollar  for  its  throe 
hundred  mid  seventy  millions  of  promises  (o  pay,  nr  (hat  you  have  not. 
ooinupm  eumijdi  to  slnud  by  your  promise  to  do  it. 

“  Nor  an*  we  to  decide  whether  our  paper  money  shall  In*  issued  directly 
by  llm  ^ovemmeiil  or  by  bunks  oinaled  by  the  {'nvcrnmcnl  j  nor  whether  nt 
a  future  tine*  tin*  lej'id  temlei'  ipudify  of  I  'nited  Slates  notes  skull  continue. 

I  tun  one  of  lliose  who  believe  llmt  a  Ibiiietl  States  noli*  issued  directly  by 
the  government,  and  convertible  on  demand  into  pmld  coin,  ora  jmvorinnont 
bond  ei|iuil  in  value  to  f^ohl,  is  the  best  eiirreiiey  we  cun  adopt  ;  that  it  is  (o 
Is*  the  currency  <>f  the  fuliirc,  hot  only  in  the  United  Slates,  bill  in  (ileal 
Britain  us  well;  anil  llmt  sueli  a  currency  tniiflil  properly  eontinuo  to  he  a 
lejriil  lender,  except  when  coin  is  sjieei/leiilly  stipulated  for. 

“  Hul  these  an*  not  llio  ijiieslions  we  lire  to  deal  with,  It  is  whether  llm 
promino  of  (lie  law  Hindi  he  fulfilled,  ihnt  the  United  Slates  h|iuII  pay  sueli  of 
its  notOB  us  are  presented  on  mul  after  the  1st  day  of  .Innmiry,  IK7W,  in  coin; 
ami  whether  the  imlknud  banks  will,  at  llu*  same  limo,  redeem  thou*  no  km 
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fineness  of  a  dollar,  and  it  1ms  done  so  by  providing  a  gold  coin  weighing 
twenty-five  and  eight-tenths  gruins  of  standard  gold  nine-tenths  (in**,  Tho 
promise  in  specific  and  exact,  and  its  nature  is  fixed  by  the  law  and 
in i non noncl  by  die  court.  Here  1  might  rust  aw  to  the  nature*  of  tho  Unilod 
Stnl(*s  note  ;  but  it  is  proper  that  1  slain  llic  law  under  which  it  was  issued 
and  the  subsequent  laws  relating;  lo  it. 

“Tho  net  of  Kehruary  ).Ti,  gave  biitb  to  Ibis  note  as  well  as  the 

whole  liimtieiul  policy  of  the  war.  The  first  seetion  of  tlml  art  authorizes 
tho  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  issue,  upon  the  credit  of  the  Uniled  Slates, 
United  Stales  notes  to  the  amount  of  $ln(l, 110(1,1)00,  payable  to  bearer  at  I  lie 
treasury  of  the  United  Stales.  The.  amount  of  these  notes  was  subse¬ 
quently  increased  during  the  war  lo  die  maximum  sum  of  $lf>0, 000,000,  but 
tho  nature  amt  clmraeler  of  die  notes  was  tho  same  as  tho  lirsl  issue.  Tho 
enlargement  of  the  issue  did  not  in  the  least  utl'cct  the  obligation  of  the 
United  Stales  lo  pay  them  in  coin.  This  uMigaiioii  was  recognized  in 
every  loan  law  passed  during  die  war;  and  to  secure  the  note  bum  deptc- 

cialion  lh('  mm . I  was  carefully  limile.l,  and  every  qiialily  was  given  lo  i( 

to  maintain  ils  value  dial  was  possible  during  dm  exigencies  of  tho  war. 

I  might  show  yon,  from  (he  eonteinporuiiemiH  deludes  in  Congress,  Unit  at 
every  slop  of  the  war  dm  miles  were  regarded  as  u  temporary  loan,  in  (he 
nature  of  a  forced  loan,  but  a  loan  cheerfully  borne,  and  U»  be  redeemed  Boon 
after  llm  war  was  over. 

"  It  was  not  until  two  years  after  the  war.  when  the  advancing  value  of 
tho  nolo  erealed  an  interest  lo  depreciate  it  in  order  lo  advance  prices  for 
purposes  of  speeulnlion,  that  there  was  any  bilk  about  pulling  oil'  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  dm  mile.  Tim  policy  of  a  gradual  cunlrnelimi  of  dm  currency  with 
a  view  to  specie  payments  was,  in  Uecoinhrr,  INlWi,  concurred  in  by  the 
almost  unanimous  vole  of  the  House  of  Heprcseutalives,  and  the  not  of  April 
Pi,  | HUH.  uudiori/.ed  $1,000,000  of  nob's  u  month  lo  be  relived  and  can¬ 
celed.  No  one  limn  questioned  either  (he  policy,  the  duly,  or  the  obliga¬ 
tion  of  llm  Uniled  Slides  In  redeem  lliesc  notes  in  coin. 

“Why  1ms  not  this  obligation  been  performed)'  I  low  comes  it  dud  fnur- 
loon  yours  after  these  notes  were  issued,  and  eleven  years  after  the  exigency 
was  over,  we  are  debating  whether  they  shall  be  paid,  and  whim  they  shall 
be  pnidV  We  may  well  pause  to  examine  how  lliis  plain  and  positive  obli¬ 
gation  has  so  long  been  deferred  by  u  nation  always  sensitive  to  tlio  public 

“The  fatal  coinnmneement  of  Ibis  long  delay  was  in  (his  provision  of  die 
act,  approved  March  U,  IHIS'l,  as  follows: 

‘And  (be  holders  of  Uniled  Stales  noles  issued  under,  and  by  virlue  of, 
said  ants,  shall  present  the  sanm,  for  (lie  purpose  of  exchanging  dm  same  for 
bonds  us  therein  provided,  on  or  before  dm  1st  day  of  July,  I  Slid,  anil  there¬ 
after  the  right  so  to  exchange  the  same  shall  reuse  and  determine.’ 

••Tims,  under  (he  pressure  of  war,  and  the  plausible  pretext  of  a  statute 
of  limitulions,  the  most  essential  legal  allribule  of  the  note  was  taken  away. 
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'J'liiH  uri.  llinii^h  cnnvenienl  in  its  li*m|uo ai y  results,  wits  n  mast  fatal  step, 
and  fur  my  purl  in  uetpiicsrinjr  in,  itia l  voting  far  il,  I  have  fell  in<«» i<  regret 
than  fur  nny  ad  of  my  alliciul  lift*.  Hut  il  inusl  1m  rciimiiihi'ird  flml  the 
object  <if  liiis  provision  whs  not  1c  prevent  the  cntivcrsinii  af  notes  into 
bonds,  1ml  I**  induce  their  conversion,  Il  wan  (In*  palmy  ami  nerd  nf  (Im 
government  la  induce  ils  citizens  to  «*\ <*lia Urn  notes  freely  far  die  bonds, 
so  llnil.  llit*  Hales  might  again  In*  paid  mil  la  iimcl  tin*  pressing  demands  af 
llm  war.  Il  was  believed  llml  if  thin  rigid  l"  t*oix\ i*rl  them  was  limit cd ,  in 
l i im*  lliis  would  iiuiHi*  I lii'iii  la  Im  man*  freely  funded;  and  Mr.  l-liimo,  limn 
Secretary  af  lln*  Treasury,  anxious  la  prevent  a  Ian  large  increase  af  llu* 
inleveal  af  lln*  public  debt,  desired  to  plum*  in  inuiUel  t\  llvi*  pt*v  cent.  bond 
instead  (if  a  six  per  cent,  liaml.  Tlu*  fatal  error  was  in  mil  changing  lln* 
right  in  convert  Ilm  note  inla  a  live  per  emit,  bund  instead  af  a  mx  per  imni. 
lnmd.  Thin  was,  in  fuel,  proposed  in  llu*  emnuiillee  an  llniinee,  bill  it  whh 
said  that  a  right  la  convert  a  mile  into  a  hand  id  any  linn*,  was  not  mi  likely 
la  Im  exercised  im  if  il  mold  only  lie  exercised  nl  Die  pleasure  af  the  govern- 
iiunit.  And  (his  plausible  (hear)'  In  imhiee  llu*  conversion  af  Holes  inla 
bonds  wan  made  llie  basis,  after  llm  war  was  aver,  far  ilia  refusal  af  lln' 
United  Stales  la  allow  llu*  rnnvcisiaii  af  its  nates  into  IihiuIh,  ami  Inis  been 
(In*  fruitful  cause  of  llm  emilinned  depreeiatimi  and  disliminr  af  I r n i I <  < i 
Stales  Hales  fur  llu*  last  live  \euis,  timing  uliirli.  mir  ll\e  per  eotil.  bands 
have  hern  al  pur  with  gold,  while  am  imlcs  li 'a •  and  lull  in  the  guilinl  "f 
deprneialiaii  from  six  l*»  twenty  per  mil.  below  g**ld. 

“  Notwithstanding  (Iml  die  light  to  reiiverl  niilm*  inla  liamls  was  taken 
away,  yet,  in  fuel,  limy  were,  during  llu*  war,  lerrivrd  par  far  par  far  bauds; 
and  ufler  llu*  war  was  aver  all  llu*  inlrresi. bearing  eeriuilirs  welt*  converted 
inla  bands ;  bill  llm  Halt's-  llu*  money  af  llu*  people  llu*  arlilleiiil  mens’ 
lire  of  value,  (lie  most  surrrd  obligation,  lieeause  il  was  past  due,  was  refused 
oillmr  payment  or  conversion,  thus  culling  il  a|T  from  llu*  full  benelll  af  the 
iidvinmiiig  ereilil  of  tin*  gov eruniriil,  and  leaving  to  il  only  the  forced 
quality  of  liquid  teiuler  in  payment  nf  dcbls, 

11  Shall  1  y  afler  llm  War  whh  aver,  and  untidily  during  dm  presidential 
UUIliplligri  af  (HUS,  the  Iplestian  arose  whether  lln*  bauds  af  the  l  'idled  .States 
were  payable  in  rain  nr  United  Slides  nules.  Mol h  nates  mid  bauds  were 
then  below  pur  in  coin,  llm  notes  vutiging  fmiu  sixty-seven  It*  ee\cut\  live 
oeulH  in  coin;  and  five  per  cent,  bonds  from  seventy-two  to  eighty  eenis  in 
coin,  llern  again  the  opportunity  was  last  to  secure  (he  easy  ami  uiiinial 
Hpprnoiulion  af  our  nates  la  (lit*  gold  staudnrd.  (lad  Congress  ibeii  author* 
i/etl  llm  conversion  of  nales  inla  hands,  when  badi  Wert*  depreciated,  Imth 
would  have  advanced  l*»  pur  in  gold;  Iml,  an  tin*  tun*  hand,  it  was  uracil  dial 
this  wauhl  t'luise  a  rupitl  eoutraelian,  and,  an  llu*  oilier,  dial  dm  right  to  can* 
veil  da*  note  into  a  baud  was  iml  specie  payment ;  it  was  i»dv  (In*  exchange 
of  one  promise  far  aiiodier.  1 1  was  specie  payment  I  hey \rr\  nnirli  favored, 
but  dill  not  have  tile  wisdom  lilt'll  Insecure.  if  die  udvoeiiles  for  specie 
payment  had  limn  supported  a  reKlnralian  af  the  right  (a  convert  nati-M  inla 
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bonds,  they  would  have  secured  Uioir  objoot  witli  but  liltlo  opposition.  33ut 
all  measures  to  fund  tho  notes  ul  tlio  plousure  of  the  holder  woro  (lefeut,i‘il, 
and,  instead,  them  whs  ingrafted  into  tlm  act  to  strengthen  the  publio 
credit-- 

“First,  a  declaration  ‘that  tho  faith  of  tlio  United  States  is  solemnly 
plodged  to  tho  payment  in  coin,  or  its  equivalent,  of  all  tho  obligations  of 
tlio  Uni tocl  Stales' not  bearing  intorost,  known  as  United  Status  notes,  anti  of 
all  tho  internst-bearing  obligations  of  tho  United  Slates,’  except  such  as  by 
iho  law  could  bo  paid  in  othor  oummuy  than  gold  and  silvor. 

“Soooml,  ‘and  tlio  United  Stales  also  solemnly  pledges  its  faith  to  make 
provision,  at  the  earliest  practicable  period,  for  the  redemption  of  the  United 
Slates  notes  in  coin.' 

“Hero  again,  the  obligation  of  the  government  to  pay  those  notes  in  coin 
was  recognized,  its  purpose  declared,  and  the  time  (ixed,  ‘as  early  ns  pine* 
lioablo.’  What  was  iho  ofloel  of  this  important  not  of  Congress  1*  Williont 
adding  one  dollar  lo  the  public  debt,  or  tlm  burden  of  the  debt,  both  bonds 
and  notes  rose  in  value.  Within  one  year,  the  bonds  rose  to  par  in  gold, 
making  it  practicable  to  commotion  the  refunding  of  six  per  cent,  bonds  into 
five  per  oonl  bonds.  Tim  notes  rose  under  Iho  stimulus  of  litis  new  promise, 
in  one  yoar,  from  seventy-six  cunts  to  uighty-uine  uonts  in  gold,  but  no  stops 
whatever  were  made  to  redeem  thorn. 

•  “Tho  amount  of  bank  notes  authorized  was  increased  llfly-four  millions. 
Tho  oxooulivo  department  pursued  the  policy  of  lodooming  debts  not  duo, 
and  did,  from  an  overflowing  treasury,  reduce  very  largely  tho  public  debt, 
but  no  steps  wlmlovor  wore  lakon  to  advance  the  valuo  of  our  notes.  The 
afFool  of  tlio  not  of  I  Ml)  was  exhausted  on  tho  adjournment  of  OongrotfK  in 
March,  1870,  when  iho  United  Stales  notes  woro  worth  eighty-nine  uonts 
in  gold;  and  thereabouts,  up  and  down,  with  many  fluctuations,  they  have 
remained  to  this  day.  Tho  bondholder,  secure  in  the  promiso  to  him,  is 
happy  in  roooiving  his  intorost  in  gold,  with  bis  bond  above  par  in  gold. 
Tho  nolo  holder,  the  farmer,  tho  artisan,  tho  laborer,  whoso  labor  and  pro¬ 
duction  is  measured  in  groonbuoks,  still  receives  your  depreciated  notes, 
worth  ton  percent,  less  than  gold  you  promised  him  ‘at  Iho  earliest  day 
prautieablo.’  The  ono  has  a  promiso  porform<»d  and  (lie  oilier  a  promise 
postponed. 

“Thus  wo  stood  when  the  panic  of  1878  came  upon  us;  with  more 
paper  money  afloat  than  ovor  circulated  bofore  in  any  country  of  the  world. 
Kvon  then,  had  wo  stood  lirmly,  tho  hoarding  tendency  of  tho  puiiio 
would  huvo  advanced  our  notes  toward  tlio  gold  standard,  and,  in  fuel, 
did  so  during  the  months  of  Soplombor  and  October,  until  tlm  premium  on 
gold  had  fallon  to  eight  per  oonl.  But,  sir,  at  ibis  oriliua)  moment,  tho  See- 
rotary  of  tho  Treasury,  acting,  no  doubt,  in  good  faith,  1ml  I  think  will  unit 
authority  of  law,  issnod  Iwonly-six  millions  more  United  Slates  noton-  - 
part  of  tlio  notes  rotiied  and  eaneolod  under  previous  nets.  And  now,  nol- 
withstanding  all  die  talk  about  eonlmolion  of  the  currency,  we  Imvo  noj 
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in  th(»  voi ns,  n ml  tlm  spirits  in  din  heart  of  nil  tlio  nogoee,  trade,  cash,  and 
eommereo  in  Urn  world. 

‘It  i«  produo.ed,  and  grows  insensibly  from  fair  mid  upright  dealing, 
punctual  compliance,  honorable  performance  of  contracts  and  covenants;  in 
short,  it  tlio  ofl'spring  of  universal  probity'. 

*  1 1  ih  apparent  even  by  its  imlnro;  it  in  no  way  dependent  upon  persons, 
parliament,  or  any  particular  num  or  sot  of  mon,  ns  snob,  in  tlm  world,  but 
upon  llioir  conduct  and  just  behavior.  Credit  never  was  chained  to  men’s 
names,  but.  to  (heir  aetions  ;  not  to  families,  elans,  or  collections  of  men  ;  no, 
not  to  nations.  Tt  is  dm  honor,  dm  justice,  tlm  fair  dealing,  and  the  equal 
conduct  of  men,  bodies  of  men,  nations,  and  people,  that  raise  tbo  tiling 
called  eJuxlU  among  them.  M'heresoevei-  tliis  is  found,  credit  will  live  and 
thrive,  grow  anti  increase  ;  where  this  is  wanting,  let  all  tlio  power 
and  wit  of  man  join  ton-ether,  they  can  noidier  give  her  being  nor  preserve 
lmr  lift'. 

‘  Arts  have  been  tried  on  various  occasions  in  the  world  to  raise  credit ; 
art  1ms  boon  found  able  with  more  ease  to  destroy  credit  than  to  raise  it.  The 
foam  of  Ctrl,  assisted  by  the  punelual,  fair,  and  just  dealing  ahnvosaid,  may 
have  doiio  nnieh  to  form  a  credit  upon  tlm  fact'  of  things,  but  wo  find  still  tlm 
honor  would  have  done  it  without  the  art,  but  never  the  art  without  tbo 
honor.  Nor  will  money  itself,  which,  Solomon  says,  answers  all  things, 
purchaso  ibis  tiling'  called  credit  or  rosloro  it  when  lost. 

‘  Our  credit  in  this  ease  is  a  public  tiling.  It  is  rightly  called  by  some 
of  our  writers  italiomd  crnlit,  Tlm  word  denominates  its  original.  U  is 
produced  by  tlm  nation’s  probity,  the  honor  and  exact  performing  national 
nugagomonls.’ 

“And,  sir,  passing  from  considerations  of  public  honor,  thoro  arc  many 
reasons  of  puhh'r  po/ief/  which  forbid  tlm  repeal  of  the  act  of  187b.  That 
act  was  generally  regarded  as  tlm  settlement  of  a  limuicial  policy  by  which 
at  least  Lho  parly  in  power  is  bound,  ami  upon  iho  faith  of  which  business 
men  Juivo  conducted  their  affairs  anil  made  their  contracts.  Debts  have 
boon  contracted  and  paid  with  tlm  expectation  that  at  the  time  fixed  the  gold 
standard  would  measure  all  obligations,  and  a  ropcul  of  the  ad  would  now 
reopen  all  tlm  wild  and  dangerous  speculation  schemes  that  feed  and  fatten 
upon  depreciated  paper  money.  The  induonee  that  secures  this  repeal  will 
not  stop  hero.  If  wo  can  recall  our  promise  to  pay  our  notes  outstanding 
why  should  wo  not  issue  merer'  If  wo  can  disregard  mi r  promiso  to  pay 
them,  wby  shall  wo  regard  our  promise  not  to  issue  more  than  S- i 00,000,01)1 ), 
as  stipulated  for  by  the  act  of  IHdl?  If  wo  can  reopen  tlio  question  of  tlm 
payment  of  our  notes,  why  may  wo  not  reopen  the  question  ns  to  llm  pay¬ 
ment  of  our  bonds!'  Is  tlm  art  of  18(111  any  more  sacred  than  the  ad  of 
IK7IVr'  And  if  we  can  voopen  these  questions,  why  not  reopen  the  laws 
requiring’  tlm  payment  of  either  interest  or  principal  of  tlm  public  debt? 
They  rest  upon  acts  of  Congress  which  we  have  the  power  to  repeal.  If  Iho 
public;  honor  cannot  protect  our  promise  to  the  note*  holder,  how  shall  it  pro¬ 
tect  one  promise  to  the  bondholder?  Already  do  we  see  advocated  in  high 
plain's,  by  numerous  and  formidable  organizations,  all  forms  of  repudiation, 
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which,  if  adopted,  reduce  our  tuition  to  the  credit  of  a  robber  chief 

-  worse  limn  the  credit  of  on  Algerine  pirate,  who  m  least  would  not 
plunder  his  own  countrymen.  Ami  if  tlm  public  creditor  lmd  no  safety, 
what  chance  would  llio  uutiouul  bunlm  creations  of  mir  own  mid  subject  to 
our  wilt  I ut ve  in  (hinurcss’r'  It  has  already  been  proposed  (o  eonllseuto 

their  bonds,  proinimi . dull,  iih  a  modo  of  pu\in^  their  notes  with  ^recit* 

hacks.  Wlmt  expedient  an  easy  if  wo  would  make  money  ohiMi^i  and 
uhuudaiil'r’  <  >r,  if  ho  extreme  u  measure  could  lie  arrested,  wlmt  is  (o 
void  tlm  permanent  dethronement  of  jpihl  as  a  measure  of  value,  and  dm 
Hulistituliuu  of  nu  interconvertible  currency  bond,  hcnriii}'  three  and  sixty* 
ft vn  Imndrodtlin  |n*r  cent,  interest,  as  a  standard  of  value  ;  mid  when  it 
becomes  too  expensive  to  print  the  notes  to  pay  the  interest,  reduce  (lie 
vatiu  Why  not  V  Why  pay  three  and  sixty-live  hundredths  per  cent, 
when  it  is  easier  to  print  three  V  It  is  hut  an  net  of  (’oli^ress.  Ami 
when  the  process  of  repudiulioii  jpies  so  fur  that  your  notes  will  not  )my 
broad,  why  tlmn  declare  n^aiiiHt  all  interest,  and  then,  after  passing 
through  tlm  valley  of  humiliation,  relurn  a^ntin  lo  bnrler.  mid  honor,  and 
fpild  iijrain. 

"Sir,  if  you  mum  comnmimo  thin  downward  course  of  repiulialion  there 
is  hut  one  ending.  \'<>u  may,  like  Mirabeun  and  (he  ( iimndists,  seek  to 
Hi t,in  dm  lorreiil,  but  you  will  be  swept  away  b\  die  spirit  yon  have  oiokcd 
ami  the  instrument  you  have  created.  You  eomplain  now  of  a  want  of  con* 
fldeime  which  makes  men  hoard  Ilnur  money.  Will  you,  then,  destroy  <t!/ 
oonlldenenV  No,  sir,  no  ;  the  way  to  irnt>iisr  eoiilldenco  is  in  ///.-yu'iv  il  by 
fullllliiifj  your  obligations,  Von  eannot  make  men  lend  you;  yoiieaiiiiol 
make  men  sell  yon  anything  either  bread,  or  nienl,  or  wool,  or  iron,  or 
anything  tliat  is  or  that  cun  la*  {-rented  except  for  that  which  they  chouse 
to  lukn.  You  may  depreciate  the  money  which  you  nlTcr,  hut  it  will  only 
lake  morn  of  it  lo  buy  wlmt  you  want.  Il  is  true  (hat  the  creditor  may,  by 
your  laws,  bn  compelled  to  lake  your  money  however  much  yon  depreciate  it, 
but  lin  oHimot  buy  buck  that  which  he  mild,  or  im  equivalent  in  other  m-ceH* 
Bnries  of  life,  and  thus  Im  is  eimafed  of  purl  of  wlmt  In*  sold.  I  hiring  tlm 
war,  while  money  was  depreciating,  many  a  simple  man  gleefully  counted 
Iuh  fpiins  as  lie  sold  his  giants  or  eropH  ut  udvnimiujj;  prii-cs,  but  lie  found 
out  his  mistake  when,  with  his  swollen  pile,  he  tried  to  replan-  his  stock  in 
trade  or  laid  in  bis  supplies,  Sir,  this  policy  exhausts  itself  in  elimitintf  dm 
man  who  buys  or  sells  or  loans  on  ernlil.  who  produces  ennielhitijr  to  sell  on 
credit ;  whether  that  sometliin^;  he  food  or  clothing  ;  wlu-tlmr  it  bo  a  neees- 
aily  or  u  luxury  of  life.  1'rnduvlivo  labor,  honest  toil,  whether  of  the  farmer 
or  the  artisan,  is  deeply  interested  in  ernlil.  It  is  credit  lied  jjives  life  and 
competition  lo  tradn  j  and  credit  is  destroyed  by  every  scheme  that  impairs, 
delays,  or  oven  olouds  an  obligation. 

"  Afpiin,  sir,  an  irredeemable  and  Ihmtuulin^  eurreimy  always  raises  die 
rate  of  intorost  on  money,  while  a  stable  currency  or  an  improving  currency 
always  roduooB  tlm  vi\lo  of  iutovest.  This  is  easily  shown  by  statistics,  but 
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llio  ronson  is  so  obvious  that  proof  is  not  needed.  ]f  u  iwm  londs  his  money 
bn  wants  it  buck  again  with  ils  increase  ;  1ml  if  tho  inonoy,  when  it  is  to  bo 
paid  back,  is  lilco  to  bo  worth  loss  than  when  ho  thinks  of  loaning  it,  ho  will 
not  loan  it  oxuopt  at  sunk  rat  os  as  will  cover  the  risk  of  dopreoiation.  IIo 
will  prefer  to  buy  laud  or  something  of  stablo  value.  If  inonoy  is  at  tho 
gold  standard,  or  is  advancing  toward  that  standard,  ho  will  loan  it  readily 
at  a  moderate  inlnrost,  for  ho  knows  ho  will  roooivo  back  inonoy  of  at  least 
equal  value  to  that  ho  loaned.  Again,  sir,  with  a  dopreointod  eurronoy 
groat  dnini’.Hfio  productions  are  out  oil  from  the  foreign  market;  for  it  is 
impossiblo  that  with  such  a  eummny  wo  van  nompoto  on  equal  terms  with 
rival  nations,  whoso  industry  rests  upon  a  specie  standard.  As  we  approach 
Hiieli  a  standard,  wo  are  now  able,  as  to  a  few  articles,  to  compote  with  foreign 
industry  ;  but  it  is  only  as  to  articles  in  the  nmnufnclnro  of  which  we  have 
pootiiiar  advantages.  Lotus  rest  our  industries  on  that  standard,  and  soon 
wo  could  compete  in  the  markets  of  the  world  in  all  tho  articles  produced 
from  iron,  wood,  leather,  and  cotton,  the  raw  basis  of  which  arc  onr  natural 
productions.  And  it  must  lm  remembered  that  all  the  countries  with  which 
we  compete  are  specie-paying  countries. 

“  A  country  that  duos  not  rest  her  industry  upon  specie  is  necessarily 
excluded  from  the  groat  manufacturing  industries  of  modern  civilization, 
and  is  solf-oondemimd  to  produce  only  the  raw  basis  for  advanced  industry. 
Ohoup  food,  olimnto,  soil,  or  natural  advantages,  such  ns  cheap  land,  vast 
plains  for  pasture,  or  rich  mines,  may  give  to  a  country  wealth  and  prosper¬ 
ity  in  spile  of  the  ovils  of  depreciated  paper  money  ;  but  when  we  oomo  in 
competition  with  the  world  in  the  advanced  grades  of  production  whioh 
give  employment,  to  the  skilled  mechanic,  wo  must  rest  such  industry  upon 
the  gold  basis,  or  wo  enter  tho  lists  like  a  knight  with  his  armor  unbound, 

“Again,  sir,  a  depreciated  and  iluetunting  currency  is  a  premium  and 
bounty  to  Urn  broker  and  money  ahnnger.  Under  his  manipulation  our 
pupor  standard  of  value  goes  up  and  down,  and  he  gambles  and  spcoulatos, 
with  nil  tho  advantages  in  his  favor.  Good  people  look  on  and  think  that  it 
is  gold  that  is  going  up  and  down  ;  that  llmir  money  Is  a  dollar  still,  and 
trade  and  trallle  in  that  belief.  Hut  the  shrewd  operator  calculates  daily  tho 
depreciation  <>f  onr  note,  the  shortening  of  the  yard  stick,  the  shrinkage  of 
the  Here,  the  lessoning  of  the  ton,  and  thus  it  is  that  lm  daily  adds  to  his 
gains  from  the  indifference  or  delusion  of  our  people. 

“Sir,  it  is  an  old  story,  often  repealed  in  onr  day,  and  most  eloquently 
epitomized  by  Ihuiicl  Webster  in  tbo  often-quoted  passage  of  his  speech,  in 
which  lie  said : 

‘A  disordered  currency  is  one  of  the  greatest  of  political  evils.  Jt  under¬ 
mines  the  virtues  necessary  for  tho  support  of  the  social  system  and  encour¬ 
ages  propensities  destructive  of  its  happiness.  Jt  wars  against  industry, 
frugality,  and  economy  ;  and  it  fosters  the  evil  spirit  of  extravagance  mid 
speculation.  Of  all  eonlrivuncos  for  cheating  the  laboring  classes  of  man¬ 
kind,  none  has  been  more  eiTertiml  tlmn  that  whioh  deluded  thorn  witli  paper 


ion  for  llm  United  Slates,  ami  should  satisfy  reasonable  men  of  ils  wise 

“  ISosidns,  it  would  seem  (o  bo  but  fair  that  everyone  should  have  \ 
otieo  of  sti  important  n  furl.  If  dm  measures  only  worn  presented  mu 
inin  llxenl  it  would  bo  a  niHt-tci*  of  speculation,  and  tho  eliserctioimry  po 
f  tins  Soeivlary  of  dm  Treasury  could  bo  oXoieised  widi  a  viow  lo  haste 
'OHt[i()JH>  dm  dnm  (o  dm  injury  of  individuals. 

“Ah  (o  dm  dn(o  selected,  I  can  only  ro|mal.  it  was  plaeed  as  rcimit 
ny  ones  sn^ested  ;  far  mure  so  (Imn  is  imeessary  |o  serum  tho  objemt, 
o  that  tlm  lluoluations  of  values  will  semvely  owned  in  four  years  wlml 
a vo  froi|uontly  Imen  in  a  single  year.  1 1  allows  ample  dnm  Vo  arran^ 
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Ti'iidi'lir.v  of  |)i<itmri'Ml-ii>  Mcuitmrri  id  Mod.  IIoiImh  In  l-Iuipn.-rntp  tin-  KvIlTitimm 
Hi-liutn  Over  Mm  Mill  (n  I’mviiln  For  iHMiiiuu'  Kjlvi-r  ruin  in  |'liin>  ul  1-YnHluniil 

I 'nnvin-.v  -  •  Tim  CuiiuiK"  I.UWM  ur  Hu*  ruih  il  Slnlt-K  . I  ()||n  i  rnUu. 

I ri,*H — .lciim,  tti-Hnluliim  IW  (tin  IhHimur  Silver  Coin  T1 . .  |),,| 

Ihr"  Divlnivi!  Not  (.,  Imn  MiWil  'iVmli-r--  My  Wwr.i»n  (In-  l-V.-n 
1‘oitiiiKn  of  Silver-.  Mill  (..  IVnvl.ln  In,  f |*i,.  ('iiiii|iii‘|iiin  of 

(tin  W'liHtlltiM'lon  . . I  •  Mi-unhid. ill  Wlilh-n  My 

Mn  nil  (hn  Kindi  AmiivnfHiiry  of  dm  Oirliii-nlitiii 
•  if  Iiuli'lii'iutnni'n  —  lIlmuiliimiHly  I’iihhi-iI  in 
ii  dn-.v  My  linlli  UoiiHi-M  —  Ciiiii|ili<doh 
•  if  llin  S(rnc| ui'n  lliiilnr  dm  AH. 


I  .l  scenicil  1.1  III.  I  ll,,  jiulit’.y  „r  a  nm  j,.i-il  v  ul'  I  la,  l>nnincni.|.ic 
Minnhni-s  ul'  l.ul.li  IIh-  Si.iiiiI,.  im,|  (he  |l,,nsc  I,,  cxn^,.,.,, | ,. 

Uu.  evils  ami  . . .  ul  1  li<.  I  inn-.-,  u  liili-  7n  liu-l 

III,.  |ii',i[il|.  Ivor,,  rapidly  I'ecnvi'iin;:  Inm  Hi,,  r,  M 1 1  ul  Ihu 
iniliic,  ul.  IM7:l,  mid  nil  linun-lies  ul'  iudnsliv  were,  lu  a  f;i-eiilei- 

in-  Idas  nxli, nl,  Hlni  l.iiifr  iulu  . . .  mill  I,,  pi-evenl  ihc  re- 

H""i|i(.i,"i  ul'  M| u’f.if  payments,  mi,|,  jr  |«iHsi|,|u,  |u  mpeiil  Ihu  m-l 
liroviilinjj  t'ui'  siii'.li  resumpl iuu.  This  (ntJit-y  iindunMndlv 
(-.linc.lccul  Mil,  process  uf  rffnmliiiK  l-lin  | ■  1 1 1 ■  I i < -  ilulil,  which  pm- 

grcascil  slmvly,  inn  I  was  c.niiliimd  In  an  cm-Iiii nge  id  I . |N  heur- 

iiig  live  luir  e.i'iil.,  inleresl,  fni-  l.linsn  hearing  ,si\  pm-  ccnl, 

I  limkiimiicli  iiiui-c  liu|icl'nl  view  i>r  Ihu  Hit.nnl inn,  mill  in  Ihu 

imiiiy  spin, elms  I  mitili,  in  llni.1.  Congress,  I  slalcd  my  . . . 

mil.  (inly  in  l.lic  prnress  of  l-i-Himi |il.ion  nml  i-cl'iinding,  huh  in  Mu' 
1'||.|I1(I  i in i >to v,i| imnl.  of  all  hnilic h(«  of  imliisl  ,-y  ns  wn  progressed 
tiiwdi-ils  spnr.io  iiaynicnhs.  In  a  spe.rrl,  I  nniiin  In  Ihu  Scnnln  on 
till,  (itli  ul' ,  huun  try.  IH7II,  on  aliill'-|„  hii-Uinr  |,i-uvi,ln  I'm-  Ihu 
mompttnii  of  legal  li.mlci-  I'niluil  males  miles  in  nccunliuice 
With  oxiHlin^  law,”  I  nh-hI; 


i  Olltfllt  (,,  (ukn  II  lihjH-M,,  , 

•  nuuiitry,  Look  h(  dm  UkrK<‘'K,,(n  ivmilfs 
million  jmnplo ;  now  forty  niillioii  ;  (I 
Allunliu  ;  w»  itfn  .i..t  .  <■  i, 
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' ’ ' '  V  n'i » nun  j  uimi  Wn  llllil  It  litlln  Imr, 
oxlotulml  to  tin'  l’uoilln.  ,Sn,.  wlmt  ]ulH  U 
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plishod  in  u  hundred  years.  During  Unit  timo  thoro  have  boon  periods  of 
darkness  and  doubt.  Every  seven  or  ton  nr  iwolvo  years,  periodically,  there 
have  been  times  ef  iinauoiai  distress.  Wo  have  lived  through  them  all.  ] 
believe,  and  1  trust  in  God,  Unit  this  very  year  is  tlio  boginning  of  another 
period  of  prosperity,  and  (hat  all  those  dark  clouds,  which  gonlloinon  arc 
trying  to  mi«o  uji  from  the  misery  of  the  past  two  or  throo  years  and  from 
their  own  olouded  imaginations,  will  entirely  disappear.  I  boliovo  that 
oven  now  wo  are  in  (lid  sunshine  of  increasing  prosperity,  and  that  every 
clay  and  every  hour  will  add  lo  our  wealth  and  relievo  us  from  our  distresses. 

“  Sir,  things  are  not  so  unhopeful  as  Senators  seem  to  think.  We  lmv« 
made'  u  promise  to  be  executed  three  years  hence,  and  every  step  of  our  legis¬ 
lation,  if  any  is  had,  should  look  in  that  direction.  We  may  not  adopt  any 
measure  or  may  not  doom  that  any  is  necessary  ;  but,  if  any  be  adopted,  it 
ought  to  look  to  the  execution  of  that  promise,  and  wo  ought  to  enter  mi  tlm 
porformatieo  of  this  duty  with  hopeful  trust  in  the  continued  prosperity  of 
our  ecmnlry.  All  this  gloom  and  doubt,  all  (bis  arraignment  of  ollieinl 
statements,  Lids  doubt  of  mir  suilieiont  revenues,  this  doubt  of  our  ability  to 
meet  mid  uilvuiieo  our  destiny,  always  falls  upon  my  ear  with  painful  sur¬ 
prise.  Senators,  the  task  we  have  before  us  may  bo  a  dillioull  one,  as  it  bus 
always  proved  lo  Im  dillhmlt  to  resume  the  specie  standard  whenever,  for  any 
reason,  a  nation  has  fallen  from  it,  but  it  is  n  duty  that  must  be  executed,  and 
it  ought  to  be  exooutnd  without  the  spirit  of  party  warfare,  without  those 
appeals,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  party  taelies.  The  pledges  made  one  year 
age,  although  not  voted  for  by  the  Democratic  party,  aro  pledges  leading 
upon  their  honor  and  their  faith  as  (hey  are  upon  mine,  and  1  trust  in  God 
that  we  slmll  join  together  in  all  the  proper  steps  to  carry  out  theme 
pledges.'1 

Thin  bill  was  referred  to  11  ip  conunittoo  on  lliuuieo,  lmt  no 
notion  was  talcon  upon  it,  ns  tlio  conmiittoo  preferred  to  await 
tlm  action  ot  tlio  Il'oiiso. 

Tlio  roMiimption  act  provided  for  tlio  paymoiit  and  destruc¬ 
tion  of:  l.lio  fractional  currency  tlion  in  circulation,  to  tlio 
amount  of  $40,000,(100,  ami  tlm  substitution  of  si  Ivor  coins  in 
all  rospoct-H,  sncli  as  wore  dolinod  by  tlio  coinage  act  of  IHfi!!, 
This  was  to  bo  tho  lirst  stop  in  preparation  for  tho  gonornl 
resumption  of  coin  payments  in  January,  1870.  It  became 
necessary  to  provido  for  tlio  eoimij'o  of  fractional  silvor  coins, 
and  a  bill  for  this  pnrposo,  entitled  “A  bill  to  provido  fora 
doliciouey  in  tlm  Printing  and  lOugraving  Uinmu,  and  for  tlio 
issue  of  tlio  silvor  coin  of  tlm  United  States,  in  place  of  tho 
fractional  oiiiTonoy,”  was  reported  by  Mr.  Hiuidall,  on  tlm  ibid 
of  Maroli,  1871),  from  tlio  couuuittoo  on  appropriations  of 


Mill  llnnsr.  ll.  was  Mil  I  isi  m  |  in  •  u  1 1  y  rnnsiilrrril,  it  m  i  >|  11  Ici  I  mill 
[iiissi'il  liv  Mir  llnnsr,  nfln'  ;i  Inn;;  ih'hnlr,  |nu'l  iri|ml  nil  in  In 
imiliy  nf  llir  liniili  nyr  M  i'll  1 1  ii'ls.  i\l  ln-ll  In  my  snr|il'isr,  Mr. 

1 1  n  ii’  i  1 1,  innl  Mr.  Wnnl,  1 1  i'i  1 1  n  i  i  n<  1 1 1  Mrnilirrs  IVnni  Nnv  Vnrlt, 
ii|i|iosn<l  llir  lin’iisnii',  ilrliiiiinrril  llir  I’i’mii  in  (>l  inn  nrl,  mill 
pi'iiplnmli'il  iln  fiiilnn'.  Mi'.  Ilruill,  in  sii|>|inrl  nf  1 1 is  |in.silinn, 
i[linlnil  |iussngrs  fi'iini  llir  rr|inrls  nl'  Mr.  Ilrisl mv,  I  lirn  Srrrr- 
Inry  nl'  Min  Ti'rnsnvy,  nnil  ] >ri’il ii'l n I  llir  nllrr  I'nilurr  nf  rrxiini|>- 
I inn,  nnh'ss  llir  Mnileil  Nlulrs  nnirs  ivrrr  rnl-irrly  ivil Inliinvn. 
Ilii  insislnl  Mini  if  silvrr  min  mis  issunl  In  rr|>liu'r  frni'l  inini I 
I'liri'i'iii'y,  llir  rnin  iviinhl  ilisii|i|iriii'  frnni  riiriiliil inn,  Inning 

l.lin  ]>(ini>ln  ivillinnl  any  c.iii'i'niry  fur  llir  siniilln'  . . .  nf 

lifn.  In  llir  |>rngrrss  nf  llir  ilrlmlr,  il  lirrmnr  inmiifrsl  Mini 
Mm  In I'Kt'i'  lnil'l.inn  nf  l.lin  I Iriiinrriil.ir  Mnnlirrs  ivnnM  vnln 
iigninsl.  iivnvy  inciisni'e  |n'o|iosri]  In  aid  in  llir  nxcrnlinn  nf  llir 
rnsnni]>Mnii  nrl. 

Tim  hill  pnssril  llir  llnnsr  nil  llir  .'llsl  nf  Allli'i'h  h.y  llir  vnln 
nf  I'Jil  yens  nnil  Hill  nil, vs.  In  I  hr  Srnal r  il  ivns  I'rfriTnl  In  llir 
in >n ll 1 1 i l.l i<(>  nil  linnin'i',  mnl  rr|mrlril  hurl,  ivilli  mni'inlnirnls. 
Tile  l.liiril  srrl.inn  nf  llir  hill,  ns  il  rmnr  I'lnin  llir  llnnsr,  | >r< >■■ 
villi'll  fill'  I  111'  < '.< > i 1 1 1 1  nr| 1  nf  I  hr  sil  vrr  ilnllnr,  nf  I  hr  wriglil  nf  II  'J.S 
grains  Irny, slnnihiril  silvrr, mnl  niinlr  I  hill  ilnllnr  n  lr;;nl  Irniln' 
III.  il,s  l  in  I  ll  i  I  in  I  vulnr,  In  mi  mnniinl  linl  rxrrriling  I  urnl.V  ilnl- 
litrs  ill  iiii.v  nnr  |iii,vnirnl,  rM'i'pl  Inr  rnsl inns  ilnlirs  mnl  inlri'. 
rsl.  mi  llir  |  mhl  ir.  drill ,  mnl  Mini  I  hr  “I  nnlr  ilnllnr"  sin  in  hi  mil , 
l.hrrraflrr,  hr  n.  Infill  rnin.  This  srrlinn  mis  slrirhrn  mil. 

In  l.lin  I'liinni'ks  ltiinhi  liy  nir,  ii|inii  I  his  hill,  mi  I  hr  III!  Ii  day 
nf  A|H'il,  I.H7II,  I  gilvii,  in  ilrlilil,  I  hr  hislnr.v  nf  rnrh  nf  I  hr  rnin- 
lign  liuvs  nf  llir  Mnilnl  Hlnlrs,  mnl  nf  llir  Him  rxisling  rninii;;r 
laws  nf  llrral,  Hrilnin,  I'Ynnrr,  llrlgiiiin,  Mrrinmi.v,  Su  ih/.rrlmid 
and  llal.v.  I  had  liilmn  grrnl  |niinx  In  rnllrrl  I  his  infumiiil  inn 
unci  l.ii  iii'iir.iirr  I riuisltil inns  nf  llir  laws  nf  llir  srirrnl  mnnl rirs 
niimml.  Thr  Minn  rri'ml  rhmigrs,  nmilr  hy  lirnniui.v,  mnl  llirir 
rffor.l.  upon  llir  I'.niiiiign  nf  nllirr  mi  I  inns,  \vrrr  rni'rfiilly  sliilril. 
The.  griirriil  nnni'hisinns  ivliich  I  ilrriv  fi'nni  a  i-rfi'i-riirr  In  I  lirsr 
st  nl,  ul,  (is  nf  vnriims  r.iiiinlrirs,  u’rrr: 

"  Kirsl.  It  is  iin  [mssil  iln,  in  lln,  mil  ii  iv  of  things.  In  ll\  I  In,  privi,,,,  mill,,  i>! 
bilvni'  iuh!  gnlil.  Wn  Imvii  ti-iisl  il  lln'i'i'  tinii'H  mnl  tiiili.il, 
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“Second.  Whonovor  either  coin  is  worth  morn  in  the  market  limn  Urn 
ruin  llxotl  by  (ho  law,  it  lions  from  tho  country.  That  wo  have  twice  proved, 
'I'lmt  is  the  admitted  ocoiiomio  law.  It  is  (ho  Groslmm  law  ;  a  law  of  cur¬ 
rency  named  from  the  mime  of  its  discoverin'.  I f wrote  a  boolc  to  show  that 
always  Iho  poorer  eummuy  would  drive  out  of  circulation  a  superior  cur¬ 
rency  ;  and  his  boolc  ^avn  name  to  dm  theory  (hut  is  called  the  law  of 
Gresham.  It  is  tho  univorsal  law  of  political  economy  that,  whenever  two 
metals  or  two  moneys  are  in  circulation,  the  least  valuable  will  drive  out  the 
most  valuable;  the  hitler  will  be  exported. 

“  The  ihml  proposition  is  (hat  the  example  of  several  ^ronl  Knvopoim 
nations,  as  well  as  of  (ho  United  Stales,  proves  (hat  to  prevent  the  deprecia¬ 
tion  of  silver  the  tendency  of  modern  nations  is  lo  issue  it  ns  a  token  coinage 
somewhat  less  in  inlrinsio  value  lliim  jrolrl,  and  maintain  ils  value  by  issuing 
it  only  as  needed,  at  par  with  the  prevailing  currency,  and  (o  make  it  a  lim¬ 
ited  icjrnl  lender.  I  may  say  that  has  been  acted  upon  by  every  pynal 
('hrislinn  nation.  Russia  and  Austria  have  not  yet  jrohl  coinage  at  all,  but 
still  they  have  their  values  based  upon  ^old. 

“  Kourlh.  'I'hat  the  di'inoneii'/ino' of  silver  (ends  lo  add  lo  the  value  of 
oold,  and  that  llioiijrh  ils  relative  value  ebbs  and  (lows  it  is  more  stable  com¬ 
pared  to  jmld  (bun  any  otbor  molul,  ppuiu,  ov  production.  Its  .limit  of  vari¬ 
ation  for  a  century  is  between  fifteen  to  seventeen  for  one  in  ^old. 

.“h'iflli.  That  both  coins  are  indispensable,  one  for  small  and  the  other 
for  Inr^e  transactions. 

“  Sixth.  'I’lmt  the  causes  of  (lie  decline  of  silver  are  temporary,  ft  is  still 
used  by  a  ^veat  majority  of  mankind  ns  (he  standard  of  valuo.  Its  use  in 
I'Vaneo  and  Iho  United  States  will,  on  resumption,  more  than  counteract  ils 
decline  in  Gontuiuy. 

“Seventh.  The  general  inoneli/.iti^  of  silver  now,  when  it  is  unnaturally 
depreciated,  would  1m  («»  invite  to  onr  country,  in  exchange  for  ^'old  or 
bonds,  all  (lie  silver  of  Uurope,  and  at  last  it  would  leave  us  wiili  a  depreci¬ 
ated  currency. 

“  (eighth.  'Phe  decline  of  silver  enables  us  now  to  exchange  silver  coin 
of  the  old  standard  for  fractional  currency,  leaving  (he  exchange  optional 
with  the  holder,  until  wo  have  the  courage,  us  we  now  have  the  ability,  to 
redeem  it  in  ^old. 

“Ninth.  Afore  silver  can  be  maintained  at  pur  than  we  Imvo  now  of 
fractional  currency. 

“Tcnlli.  Tim  redemption  of  a  part  of  our  currency  would  advance  its 
purchasing  power,  while  the  silver  in  oiieuhition  will  eoimteraet  tlm  con¬ 
traction  of  tin'  currency. ” 

Thin  hill  hnciimo  :t  law  on  i.ho  17Mi  of  April,  !N7(>.  Tlio 
hoc.oikI  snr.iion  providnd : 

“'Plinl  Iho  Secretary  of  (Ins  Treasury  is  hereby  directed  to  issue  silver 
coins  of  the  United  Stales  of  iho  denomination  of  (on,  twenty,  twcnly-Nvo 
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mid  fifty  omits  nf  slmidmd  viduo,  in  redemption  of  an  mpml  amount  of  frae- 
Limml  eunvnny,  wheilmr  llm  huiio  In-  im>sv  in  ihe  limisnry  awailing  redemp 
tion,  nr  wlieimver  il  may  bn  pivsnnlnd  for  rndniuplum  ;  ami  ihe  Seeielury  of 
tin*  Treasury  niuy,  malar  leguliilions  «>f  (la*  lieusiirV  dopurlmniil.  jiroviili*  for 
Hiii'li  rodnmplioii  mal  issue  by  mibstilntinii,  at  llu*  regular  huI>  lieiiNiu’ies  aial 
jaililin  depositaries  of  (In*  Hailed  Slales,  until  llu*  whole  anioiml  of  fim'lioiml 

I'lim'miy  outstanding  ahull  la-  null . .  Ami  llu*  fraeliomil  runenuy  m- 

dnmimd' under  Huh  net  shall  bn  linhl  (olinu  part  of  llio  milking  final  provided 
for  by  existing  law,  (ha  interest  (o  la«  computed  (hereon  aa  in  iho  niai*  of 
IuiiuIh  redeemed  11111101’  llm  ant  relating  (o  llm  sinking  final. ” 

A  joint,  vosohiiion  fur  iho  issue  of  silver  coin  wits  in!  reduced 
in  tlio  House  hy  Mr.  Hrosl,  of  MnssaohuseUs,  on  llm  Isf  of  May, 
|H70.  The  ohjeel  ol'  this  resnlulicm  was  lu  expedite  Iho  issue' 
of  minor  coin  ami  l.lie  retirement  of  l'nioluuiul  currency.  II 
was  referred  to  the  c.ominii.teo  on  banking  and  tain'eiiey, 
yeporlod  hack  and  passed  the  1 1 ousts  June  Id.  In  the  Souaio 
it.  was  referred  to  iho  commiUno  on  (inaitro,  roporled  favomhly 
and  passed  with  iiniendmenls  Jithniil.  The  House  disagreed 
lo  the  aiiiemhiii’iils  <>l  ihi'  Scnnlo,  and  a  comniil l of  conlcr-- 
ouro  was  appended  composed  of  .lulin  Sherman,  Heorgi'  S. 
Jloulwcll,  and  Holds  V.  Hogy,  malingers  <111  ihopurl  of  (In*  Sen 
alt',  and  11.  H.  1‘nyiio,  and  Sannud  .1.  Uiuidnli.  managers  mi  Ihe 
part,  of  ihe  House.  The  reporl  of  llio  conferees  was  agreed  In, 
and  Mm  bill  having  passed  holh  Houses  if  was  approved  by  Ha* 
Hresidenl  on  iho  Tind  of  July.  U  provided: 

“ Tlml  tlm  Sunintury  of  llm  TiviiHiiry,  inidi*r  Hindi  limits  mill  ii*j'iiht(ioau 
iih  will  brut  Hnoim*  11  just  mid  full*  diHd’iliulion  of  llu*  miiim*  through  llm 
nonntry,  imiy  iuNim  thu  silvor  roiu  ill  any  limn  in  llm  (mimiiry  In  an  iiiuoiml 
iiul  nxnniuliiig  Inn  million  dollars,  in  nxtOinngn  fur  1111  mpml  innoimi  of  h*gnl 
1.1'iidnr  notes ;  mid  llm  union  ho  rncnivnd  in  oxolimigo  hIiiiII  In*  l<np(  in,  11 
H|u<«iid  fund,  Hi'|umiln  11ml  iipurt  from  all  nllmr  money  in  (Im  Iivumii'\,  uml  )■,• 
rninHimd  only  upon  tin*  io( i rtn m *nt  uml  dcHlrurliou  of  11  like  until  of  (Yuetiimnl 
luimmoy  rnnnivnd  at  tlin  treasury  in  puymnnt  of  dues  lo  l In*  l  'nilnd  Stall's  ; 
and  Huid  friiniioiml  nurmnny,  when  ho  substituted,  hIiiiII  In*  destroy'd  and 
lmld  uh  part  of  llm  sinking  fund,  iih  provided  in  llm  m*(  approved  Agiil 
KivvnnOMUi,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy  nix.*' 

1 1,  ulso  provided:  "Tlin.1,  llm  l.mdn  didliir  ulmll  mil  lim'o- 
uftw  lies  11  li'Hitl  l;oml[<r,  mill  llm  Socrnlury  of  Hid  Tmisiir.v  is 
lwvoliy  nuUmvir.wl  lu  limit,  from  limn  to  limo,  llm  niimipo 
lluwiof  to  smdi  mi  iiimumt  its  Im  nin.y  doom  siilllrmiil  In  imml. 
tlio  export  doimuid  for  l  lm  mime." 
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It,  also  provided  that  t.lio  amount  of  subsidiary  silvor  coin 
authori'/oil  slumld  mil;  exceed  fsr>l),0f)0,000.  Tho  silvor  bul¬ 
lion  was  to  lio  purchased  from  tiino  to  time  at  market  rato 
liy  tin*.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  from  any  money  in  the. 
i.voiisuvy  not  otherwise  appropriated,  and  any  gain  or  seignior¬ 
age  arising  from  the  coinage  was  to  ho  paid  into  the  treasury. 

These  provisions  in  respect  to  subsidiary  coin  were  in  a 
largo  measure  executed  prior  to  the  ‘Itll  of  Marc.li,  I H77,  and 
tended,  in  my  opinion,  to  facilitate  the  progress  of  the 
resumption  of  specie  payments  on  tho  1st  of  .lammcy,  137!). 
The  debate  on  these  measures  occupied  a  large  portion  of  the 
time  of  both  Mouses  of  Mnugrcss,  and  presented  in  ovory  pos¬ 
sible  aspect  all  the  liuancinl  questions  involved  in  coinage, 
resumption  and  refunding.  Anyone  desiring  a  full  knowledge 
of  I  lie  view  then  latum  of  the  act  revising  the  laws  in  respect  to 
coins  and  coinage,  approved  b’elmiary  '111,  1K7!1,  will  Unit  in  tho 
debate  a,  full  history  of  Unit,  act,,  given  at  a  time  when  if.  was 
fresh  in  the  memory  of  tho  great  body  of  Senators  and 
Members. 

1  supported  the  coinage  of  the  old  silver  dollar  ill  a  speech 
in  the  Senate  made  on  the  slh  of  .lime,  13711,  two  years  before 
tho  appearance  of  the  “  llhiml  bill,”  or  tlm  “Allison  hill,”  Sil¬ 
ver  lull  I  inn  wus  then  declining  in  market  value.  The  resump¬ 
tion  act  provided  Ibr  the  gradual  replacement  of  fractional 
currency  by  silver  coins  of  tlm  c.hurnrtor  and  form  provided  for 
by  flic  cninnge  net  of  INii:l.  When  that.  ilcl.  passed  the  eld  sil¬ 
ver  dollar  was  not  coined  or  in  circulation.  If  was  more  valu¬ 
able  in  the  market  than  a  dollar  in  geld,  ami,  if  coined,  would 
have  hcou  exporled  as  bullion.  In  the  revision  of  tho  coinage 
laws  of  1373,  it  was  ilrupped  from  the  list  of  coins,  and  its  fur¬ 
ther  c.uiiuigo  was  prohibited  by  a  clause  providing  that  no  coins 
should  he  made  at  the  mint  except  these  provided  for  in  that 
act.  The.  history  of  this  act  and  the  reasons  for  prohibiting 
tho  coinage  of  the  old  dollar  have  been  fully  slated  in  a  previous 
chapter  of  this  work.  In  place  of  tlm  old  dollar  Ihe  trade  dol¬ 
lar,  c.outainiug  TJO  grains  of  silver,  was  provided  for.  This 
trade  (lullin',  coined  for,  and  at  the  expense  of,  the  owner  of  tho 
bullion  deposited  at  Ihe  mini.,  was,  in  tho  revision  of  tlm  laws 
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of  llm  Ihdlcd  Sillies,  nninlenlhninlly  mudeii  lepul  lender  fur 
live  ilulliivs,  I  hit  snme  us  Hie  millin'  enius  issued  I iy  Hie  mild  mi 
f'livei'imieul'  itrroind.  As  silver  deelined  in  viilue,  Hie  Irnile 
(lullin'  lineiiiiie  less  vuliiidile  I  linn  u  dullin'  in  f'uld.uml  Hie  own- 
ei'sul'  liiillinn  I  In  I K  mi  1 1  u  I  i  I.  in  Hie  mild,  mid  rereived  in  cM'hunp'e 
trade  dulluvsrusl.inp;  less  Mum  u  dullin'  in  Kohl,  hid,  hoi  up'  u  lef^nl 
l.emlei:  I'ur  live  dnllui's,  il.  eiinhl  he  furred  upon  Ihe  people  nf 
Cnlifuridu.,  Mum  upon  Mm  p;uhl  sluuduvd,  id.  u  prulil.  In  the 
mvner  uf  Ihe  hiillimi.  Mr.  Surpeul,  u  Semilm'  fnini  ('iilifuriiiu, 
eiivly  in  Hie  session  inU'edlirrd  u.  hill  < n 1 1 n rpci npc  Ihe  limil  uf 
lrnu I  Unidor  of  niinui'  ruins,  and  repeiiliiij'  Ihe  let'll  I  lender 
ipullil.y  ef  Hie  I, rude  dullin'.  This  hill  UUIS  referred  In  Ihe  011111- 
mil.loo  on  liminee,  n.tid  iviih  ropurled  wil h  ini  iiiiiemlmeul  lu 
utrilio  mil.  all  liftin'  Ihe  eime.linp:  elaiise,  and  insert: 

"  'Vlml.  Hi'i-liim  lir.SII  uf  lliii  Hiivim.il  Slulnles  ef  din  I  liiilftl  Sliiles  lie,  iniM 
hereby  is,  amended  in  read  ns  follows: 

“Tim  ailver  I'oiiis  of  {ln>  l-iiilnl  Stales,  exeepl  llm  (null*  dollar,  shall  Im 
a  le“ul  IihhIiH'  ul  llmir  nominal  valor  for  imv  umniini  iml  < •  \ i •  i •  i •  t ] i 1 1 j >  II vo 
tlnlliim  in  any  cum  puynmnl.’' 

This  siniplo  ]>ill  wus  mudo  (ho  ln\l.  of  u  hmu  dohulo  in  Hip 
ttomiin  Und.  eonlimu’d  during  Hip  ^voider  purl  .of  llinf  spssiun. 
rl'hn  provision  Hud'  “(ho  Irudo  dollnr  shnll  no!  hcrcnNcr  In*  u 
1ep;id  londor”  wus  I  runsforri'd  In  Iho  joinl  rosolulion  ulroiidy 
nionUonod  which  boniuiou  law  on  (ho  lJlhid  of  'Inly. 

lu  my  spooi’li  tm  Mr.  Snr^onl.’s  lull  I  snid  : 

“  Thin  hill  proposes  lo  reMore  iho  old  silver  dollar,  and  will)  i(  ami  (lie 
Hillisidiary  eoiiiH  of  llm  Hni(i>d  States  redeem  I  In*  I  'nilisl  Slates  miles  and 
fnielinnul  ciiiTeiicy.  'I'lm  dollar  (o  lie  restored  is  iln«  hoik*  ( I ■  i I ! a i*  I Im I  laid 
existed  from  I71HJ  Lo  IH7M;  mid  llm  subsidiary  eoins  (<■  lie  psued  am  (In* 

HHiim  in  form  mid  value  iih  have  . .  issued  sime  I.HfiJl.  I  haieahemlv 

staled  in  my  remarks,  made  mi  dm  Mil)  of  April  he-l,  dm  history  of  llm*m 

silver  eoiiiH  and  (ho  relation  of  silver  and  ^n|d  I . .  oilier,  lu.l  only  in  llm 

United  Sliiles,  Iml  in  dm  eoiuilrios  with  wliieli  wo  liave  tin*  inosl  extensive 
enimiioroiii)  relations. 

“  'I’lie  t.\vo  main  c|ues(iniis  am  : 


“  l«’irnt.  Shall  silver  eoin  1m  oxolmn^ed  for  United  Stales  noli-s  us  well 
im  for  fruelioiud  euiTnnoyy  And, 

“Sei'ond.  Ih  ii  wise  lo  roroiii  (ho  old  silver  dollnr  wilh  a  viow  (o  ox* 
change  it  for  United  Simon  iiotusy” 
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In  Hi  is  spooc.h  1  favored  the  restoration  of  Hie  silver  dollar 
of  the  iireeiso  character  awl  description  of  the  dollar  that  ex¬ 
isted  from  171)2  to  18711,  hut,  ns  I, ho  niarkot  value  of  the  silver 
in  this  dollar  had  greatly  fallen,  I  insisted  that  tho  dollar 
should  ho  coinod  from  bullion  purchased  hy  tho  government  at 
market  price,  so  that  tho  people  of  tho  United  States  would 
receive  tho  dilToroiioc  hetweon  tho  cost  of  the  bullion  and  tho 
face  value  of  tho  coin,  the  samo  principle  that  was  adopted  in 
wliat  is  known  as  tho  Ilhmd-Aliison  act  of  1878.  J  did  not, 
hmvovor,  proposo  tho  full  logal  louder  quality  that  was  givou 
to  tho  dollar  hy  the  act  when  adopted,  lint  that  it  should  bo 
placed  among  tho  other  silver  coins,  and  bo  a  logal  tender  only 
for  twonty  dollars. 

Tho  plan  proposed  hy  me  was  to  sot  aside  a  portion  of  the 
surplus  revenue  or  sinking  fund  of  each  year  applicable  lo  tho 
payment  of  tho  public  debt,  lor  l.lio  purchfiso  of  silver  bullion 
i'.n  bo  coined  into  silver  dollars  of  tho  old  standard.  I  said: 

“  Tho  bill  reported  by  ibo  oommittoo  on  /bianco  thus  provides  for  an 
innnodiato  resumption  of  spooio  payments  in  silvor  coin,  and  thus  complotos 
tho  first  and  most  difl'ienlt  stop  of  this  problom.  It  noilhor  disturbs  nor 
deranges  business,  nor  Mirs  up  the  phantom  of  contraction.  It  is  in  oxaot 
accordance  with  existing  law,  and  leaves  the  silver  ooin,  as  now,  a  subsidiary 
ooin,  a  loon!  tender  only  for  limitod  amounts. 

“  Tim  imxt  (pu'Slion  presented  by  thin  bill  is,  shall  wo  return  to  our  silver  , 
coinage  dm  old  silvor  dollar.  And  hero  1  am  mot  by  tho  objections  of  tho 
ftonator  from  Vovmoni,  but  his  objections  aro  rather  to  Urn  amondmonls 
proposed  by  (lm  Senator  from  Missouri,  Ilian  (o  tho  roporl  of  the  oommiltoo. 
Tho  oommilUm  propose  the  silver  dollar,  net  as  a  legal  tender  for  gold  con¬ 
tracts,  but  only  as  a  louder  for  eurreimy  coni  mots  not  oxoooding  twonty  dol¬ 
lars  in  any  one  payment.  1  would  prefer  to  louvo  tho  silvor  dollar  and 
stand  upon  its  intrinsic  value  as  a  legal  tender  the  same  as  tho  snmllor  coin  ; 
but  there  is  no  injustice  in  enlarging  (ho  limit  to  twonty  dollars,  and  but  for 
tlm  reasons  I  will  stale  horemfter  there  is  no  injustice  in  making  it  a  logal 
tendor  for  all  ouiTonoy  oonlraots.  Tho  silvor  dollar  has  that  intrinsic 
value  which  in  all  periods  of  our  history  has  made  it  a  favorite  coin,  not 
only  for  domestic  uses  but  for  exportation.  Jt  furnishes  silvor  bullion 
in  a  shape  and  form  more  convenient  for  handling  than  any  other  form 
of  coin. 


“When  tho  old  silvor  dollars  aro  issuod  ut  par  with  tho  United  Statos 
notos,  a  largo  amount  of  them  will  bn  taken  as  a  rosorvo  by  tho  pooplo  to 
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moot  future  noods,  with  or  without  u  logul  tender  quality.  As  tlioir  frsuo  is 
not  peremptory,  and  tho  uggrogato  vimnot  oxi-ootl  tho  surplus  rovonuo  or 
sinking  fund,  tlioro  is  no  danger  <>f  an  overissue'.  while  tlioir  existence 
among  tho  people  will  ho  tho  host  reserve  when  gold  alone,  becomes  tho 
full  standard  of  value. 

“I'Jvory  argument  silrosulv  mentioned  in  Favor  of  subsidiary  silver  coin 
is  equally  potent  in  favor  of  the  silver  dollar.  It  will  ho  eagerly  taken  in 
payment,  of  United  States  notes.  It  is  purely  a  voluntary  oxelisingo.  It  is 
tho  cheapest  mode  in  which  we  can  redeem  United  Stales  notes.  It  is 
specie  resumption  in  the  old  time-honored  standard  of  silver  dollars  of  full 
weight  and  fineness.  It  will  accustom  our  people  to  distinguish  between 
tho  real  dollar  that  pays  whore  it  goes  and  a  paper  dollar  which  only 
promises  to  pay.  It  will  prepare  tho  way  for  full  resumption  in  gold.  To 
tho  extent  proposed  hy  the  committee,  and  to  be  used  as  a  purely  voluntary 
approach  to  a  full  specie  standard,  it  is  open  to  no  objection  or  criticism, 
and  should  bo  assented  to  by  gentlemen  who  have  differed  with  each  otlior 
on  tho  present  resumption  law  or  on  the  merits  and  dangers  of  contraction 
and  expansion.” 

The  v it.nl  difference  between  the  I'ron  coinage  of  silver,  and 
the  limited  coinage  of  that  metal  on  government  account,  is 
that  with  IToo  coinage  the  standard  of  value  would  bo  tho 
cheaper  money.  With  silver  at,  its  prosont  price  in  the  market 
the  dollar  would  be  worth  lint,  a  little  over  fifty  rents.  The 
coinage  being  free  to  the  holders  of  silver  bullion  no  coins 
would  bo  made  except  the  cheaper  coins  of  least,  purchas¬ 
ing  power.  On  the  other  hand,  the  coinage  of  silver  on  govern¬ 
ment  account  enables  us  to  maintain  the  silver  coins  at  par 
with  gold,  without  respect  to  the  market  value  of  the  silver 
bullion.  Any  nominal  profit  from  this  coinage  inures  to  the 
benefit  of  tho  wholo  people  of  tho  United  States  and  not 
merely  to  tho  producers  of  silver  bullion.  This  distinction 
has  always  appeared  to  me  so  marked  and  clear,  mid  tho 
nrgnmont  so  strong  in  favor  of  limiting  the  coinage  of  silver 
to  tho  amount,  demanded  as  a  e.ouvenionee  of  the  people  for 
the  smaller  transactions  of  life,  that  I  cannot,  sympathise 
with  a  policy  that  aims  merely  to  secure  the  cheapest  money 
for  the  discharge  of  obligations  contracted  upon  more  valuable 
money. 

Among  the  measures  that  became  a  law  at  this  session  was 
a  concurrent  resolution,  introduced  by  me  in  the  Senate  on  the 
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5th  of  July,  187(5,  to  provide  for  the  completion  of  the  Wash¬ 
ington  monument.. 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  July,  187G,  the  100th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  American  independence,  I  was  malting  some  preparation 
for  the  celebration  of  that  day  in  the  vicinity  of  Washington. 
Animated  by  the  patriotic  feeling  inspired  by  the  day,  and 
sitting  in  view  of  the  unfinished  monument  of  George  Wash¬ 
ington,  I.  felt,  that,  tho  time  had  come  wheu  this  monument 
should  no  longer  continue  a  standing  ropvoach  to  a  patriotic 
people.  Shortly  after  the  death  of  Washington,  a  resolution 
providing  for  the  erection  of  a  monument  to  his  memory, 
was  agreed  to  by  both  Houses  of  Congress.  Subsequently,  on 
January  1,  1.801,  a  bill  was  passed  by  the  House  of  Represen¬ 
tatives  appropriating  $‘200, 000  for  this  purpose,  but,  in  the 
political  excitements  of  that  day,  the  .Senate  failed  to  con¬ 
cur.  In  the  absorbing  public  questions  that  ensued,  resulting 
in  the  War  of  1HIU,  the.  subject  was  dropped  in  Congress  for 
tho  time. 

in  18113  the  “Washington  Monument  Society”  was  formed, 
with  Chief  Justice  John  Marshall  as  its  president.  This  society 
proposed  to  raise  tho  necessary  sum  to  erect  sncli  a  monument 
by  voluntary  subscriptions  of  individuals,  and  in  1854  it  had,  by 
such  means,  constructed  about  one-third  of  the  height  of  the 
monument  and  then  suspended  work.  Thus  it  had  remained 
for  years  for  want,  of  moans  to  complete  it,  u  glaring  evidence 
of  failure.  Tho  portion  of  the  monument  already  reared  to  the 
height  of  150  feet  stood  in  rude  ontlino,  an  abandoned  failure 
iu  the  midst  of  a  reservation  partly  covered  with  water  and 
broken  stone.  'The  society  was  incorporated  by  Congress  iu 
1859,  but  no  further  progress  was  made.  It  was  manifest  that 
the  work  could  not  be  completed  by  the  existing  organization, 
and  doubts  were  expressed  whether  the  foundation  was  suffi¬ 
cient  to  hear  the  superstructure.  Under  these  conditions,  on 
the  100th  anniversary  of  the  declaration  of  American  inde¬ 
pendent*,  it  occurred  to  me  tho  time  had  arrived  when  a 
great  country  like  ours  should  complete  this  unfinished  mon¬ 
ument  to  George  Washington.  Under  the  inspiration  of  this 
thought  I  wrote  this  resolution  on  tho  morning  of  the  4th 


of  July,  and  on  the  next,  morning  offered  it  for  adoption  in  the 
Senate: 

“  Wkkukas,  It  hits  pleased  Almighty  God  to  guide  the  United  States 
of  America  safely  through  one  imndred  years  of  national  life,  and  to 
cvmvu  our  nation  with  the  highest  blessings  of  civil  and  religious  liberty, 
Therefore, 

“  The  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Congress  assembled,  in  the 
nauio  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  rovorent  thankfulness  acknowl¬ 
edge  tho  fountain  and  source,  the  author  and  giver  of  all  these  blessings, 
and  our  dependence  upon  His  providence  and  will  ;  and, 

“WimuivAS,  Wo  recognize,  us  our  fathers  (lid,  that  George  Washington, 
‘first  in  peace,  first  in  war,  and  first  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen,’  was 
ono  of  tho  chief  instruments  of  Divine  Provideiico  in  soenring  American  in¬ 
dependence. and  in  laying  broad  and  doep  the  foundations  of  our  liberties  in 
tho  constitution  of  tho  United  States: 

44  Therefore,  ns  a  mark  of  our  sense  of  tho  honor  duo  to  his  name  and  to 
his  compatriots  and  associates,  our  revolutionary  fathors, 

“  Wo,  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Congress  assembled,  in 
tho  name  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  at  this,  the  beginning  of  tho 
second  century  of  national  existence,  do  assinno  and  direct  tho  completion  of 
the  Washington  monmmmt  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  instruct  the  com* 
mittoos  on  appropriation  of  the  respective  Houses  to  propose  suitable  pro¬ 
visions  of  law  to  carry  this  resolution  into  effect.” 

In  submitting  the  resolution  T  said : 

“  l  (loniro  to  offer  tit  litis  timo  a  oonourrojit  resolution.  1  wish  to  say 
before  it  is  read  that  1  believe,  if  it  wero  passed  to  day  it  would  bo  a  matter 
of  profound  satisfaction  to  tlio  great  body  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
I  ttslt  that  it  be  read.” 

Aftor  the  resolution  was  read,  there  was  a  pause,  when  Mr. 
Edmunds  said:  “Let  us  consider  this  resolution.  Jt  will  bo 
agreed  to  unanimously,  1  am  sure. 

The  resolution  was  therefore  considered  and  agreed  to 
unanimously.  It  wus  sent  to  the  House  of  Bopresentativos  the 
next  morning,  when  Mr.  Hopkins,  of  Pennsylvania,  ponding  a 
motion  to  adjourn,  asked  unanimous  consent  to  take  from  the 
speaker’s  table  the  concurrent  resolution  iu  reference  to  the 
Washington  monument.  Upon  tho  resolution  being  read,  the 
House  seemed  to  lie  impressed,  as  was  the  Senate,  with  the  fit¬ 
ness  of  the  time,  and  the  propriety  of  the  measure  proposed, 
and  it  was  unanimously  adopted  without  debate. 
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Tims  Congress  undertook  to  execute  the  unfinished  work  ot 
the  Washington  Monument  Society.  The  requisite  appropria¬ 
tions  wore  subsequently  made,  and  the  monument,  as  com¬ 
pleted,  is  now  the  most,  impressive  token  of  the  appreciation, 
by  the  American  people,  of  1  lie  name  and  fame  of  George 
Washington.  It,  is  visited  daily  by  nearly  every  American  or 
stranger  who  enters  the  city  of  Washington.  Its  dedication 
will  be  hereafter  mentioned. 
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I’ulitli-ul  Slivi'\viliii-MM  in  Suumi-1 .1.  'I'ihh-u,  UiH  Oinunu-iit  -  t  A'llvvlv  Into 

lln-  in  Ohio  mill  Oltn-i-  SIhIi’h-  -  I-YiiikIh  in  (In-  Smilh  lli-i|ii(-nli-i|  h\ 

( li'iimil  (ii-uul.  to  <  !>■  I  it  Nhv  ( hlcmiH  inn  |  \Vj|  innn  tin-  Onie  n^-ini-,  of  I  In- 
Vofi-  of  Lonirtinniv  •  •  Ifi'inwtuvn  foi-  tin*  SontU'  l‘i  i»nnn*-l  of  flu- 
llii]  oihlii-ii  it  mill  lli-nmi-rnlii'  "  \‘i«iloin  "  •  Hi-porl  of  I  In- Ih-l  hi  n  • 
iiiK  Monfil  *-  My  Li-l.li-v  to  (iovi-rtioi-  IIh.vi'm  from  Now 
th-h-ilUH  —  I’li-Kiih'Ul;  til'll II I ‘h  I.umI  Mi-khiiU'‘  to  full- 
jin-fiH—  liiith-i'H  from  l’ii'nii|i-nt.  Iln.vi-n-  H»i|iii>-t 
to  Uiirolnn  llin  Scrrcl HV.V  of  I  lm  Tl'i’llMtiy. 

TUP  Pepuhlican  miliomil  enuvnul.ion  of  1 SY (>  mol  nl  ('in- 
ci n nn Li  on  Ihe  llfh  nl'  *J mm  nl’  llml.  vein*.  After  Ihe 
usual  urgmii/nl  ion  Iho  following  t * i ^ h I  nnuiimiliniis  for 
Pro.sidont  went  imide:  Million,  Morion.  t'nnMimr.  Hris- 
low,  Mayes,  11iLrLrn.il TL,  Wheeler  mid  douell.  The  lnfnl  num¬ 
ber  of  delogul.es  was  7T> I .  lilnine  was  greatly  in  Mu*  lend.  n *- 
(■diving  un  Min  lirsi  lmllol-  ^Hfi  votes,  some  from  nearly  i,\n,y 
stale.  Morton  received  HM,  jirislnw  I  PI,  ('onklihg  l)', I.  I  In \ <*s 
(il,  Unrtniufl.  hH,  .lowell  II,  mid  Wheeler  It.  There  were  V  Iml- 
lots,  in  which  Maine  stolidity  hnld  liis  vole  mill  mI i^rli I  l.v  gained, 
receiving  on  Iho  litml  lmllol-  Ml  voles.  The  vole  Tor  llayrs 
int'.voasod  til.  each  liuUol.  until  on  Iho  sovenlh  Imllnl  In*  received 
!iH4  voles.  a  majoril-y  over  nil. 

Undoubtedly  Maine  was  l  int  favorite  of  I  In*  convention, 
bill,  Urn  an  I  H^oii  inii  is  Llml  exisled  between  him  mid  I'onkling 
probably  doFoaletl  liis  mmiimil ion.  1  slid  believe  llml  Iho 
nominal  inn  of  Mayes  was  not  only  Iho  snlosl,  Iml  Iho  si  mngesf 
UuU.  could  bit  made.  'Pint  long  possession  of  power  by  I  bo  Ho¬ 
pe  Id  jeans  natimilly  produced  rivalries  I  Iml.  greatly  nlTrelml  I  ho 
ukiotimi  of  anyone  who  luul  been  cuuslaully  pruminottl  in  pub¬ 
lic  life,  like  liiaino,  Moulding  and  Morion.  Ilayes  Imd  growing 
qualities,  and  in  every  rospoe.l.  wus  worthy  of  (.he  high  position 
of  President.  Ho  had  been  a  .soldier,  a  Member  of  Congress, 
<050) 
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thrico  elected  as  Governor  of  Ohio,  au  admirable  executive  olli- 
cov,  and  bis  public  and  private  record  was  beyond  question.  He 
was  not  an  aggressive  man,  although  firm  in  his  opinions  and 
faithful  in  his  friendships.  Among  all  tho  public  men  with 
whom  1  have  been  brought  in  contact,  1  have  known  none  who 
was  freer  from  personal  objection,  whose  character  was  more 
stainless,  who  was  better  adapted  for  a  high  executive  office, 
than  Rutherford  B.  Hayes. 

Governor  Hayes  wrote  me  the  following  letter  in  recog¬ 
nition  of  my  aid  in  his  nomination. 

Coi,i,'Mm:s,  O.,  Juno  19,  1870. 

My  I)rah  Slit: — I  trust  you  will  novor  regrot  tho  important  action  you 
took  in  t.lio  inauguration  and  carrying  out  of  the  movement  which  resulted 
in  my  nomination.  I  write  those  few  words  to  assure  you  that  I  approciato, 
and  am  gratified  for,  what  you  did. 

My  kindest  regards  to  Mrs.  Shonmm.  Sincerely, 

li.  13.  Havks. 

Hon.  John  Sit  unman. 

His  opponent,  Samuel  J.  Tildeu,  was  a  man  of  singular  po¬ 
litical  sagacity,  of  great  shrewdness,  a  money-making  man,  who 
professed  to  represent,  ami  perhaps  did  represent,  as  fairly  as 
anyone,  tire  ideas  of  tho  New  York  politicians  of  the  school  of 
Van  Huron  and  Marcy.  I  knew  Mr.  '1'ilden  personally  and  very 
favorably1,  as  we  were  members  of  a  board  of  railroad  directors 
which  frequently  met.  He  seemed  to  take  pleasure  in  talking 
with  mo  about  political  events,  and  especially  of  famous  Now 
York  politicians,  of  whom  Silas  Wright,  and  Mr.  Van  Buron 
were  his  favorites.  He  had  acquired  great  wealth  as  tho  attor¬ 
ney  of  corporations,  and  was  undoubtedly  a  man  of  marked 
ability  and  sagacity,  lie  had  taken  ail  active  part  in  defeating 
the  corruption  of  Tweed  in  New  York  politics.  He  had  been 
elected  governor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  as  the  candidate  of 
reform  and  honesty  in  politics. 

The  long  and  important,  session  of  Congress  adjourned  on 
the  15th  of  August,  ft  had  boon  the  arena  lor  long  debates, 
mostly  on  political  topics  growing  out  of  reconstruction,  and 
financial  measures  heretofore  referred  to.  Tho  ponding  presi¬ 
dential  contest  also  excited  much  debate  in  both  Houses.  The 


udinhnsl rulimi  of  Meuerul  (Irani  Imd  not  hoeii  cnlirely  salis- 
factory,  and  Hu1  lnnn  mnlinminre  id  llm  Kepnidirun  parly  in 
power  wiis  mi  element  (if  weakness.  Tin*  t-mu | iln i n ( m,  unavoid¬ 
able  in  the  most-  honest  ndmubsl  ration,  and  Urn  disappoint¬ 
ments  of  olliee-seeltors,  placed  Mail  parly  on  I  he  defensive. 
The  south  hud,  by  roroiisl  reel  ion,  been  prurl  icuily  restored 
to  political  power,  mid  Urn  body  of  tin*  neproes  Imd  been  sub¬ 
stantially  disfranchised,  l  hniif'h  In^ully  cul  itled  In  1 1  in  sull'ni^o. 
({jots  imd  crimes  of  every  decree  were  rornmil  led  in  l  In*  sniil  li, 
Untidily  in  I o m ixiu i m ,  Sou ( h  I'nrnliim  mid  Klciridn.  Organized 
innli.s  and  violence  had  delerred  ninny  from  voting,  mid  in 
Home  eases  Imd  preveniod  even  Urn  semblance  id  n  free 
election. 

1  mitered  actively  ini o  this  canvass,  morn  so  limn  in  any 
previous  min.  M'Iiimm*  days  before  ihc  adjournment ,  1  made  my 
opening  speech  n I  Mu  riel  I  n,  ( )hin,  in  which  I  discussed  fully  tin* 
dangers  of  the  resloniliou  of  llm  Oemocniiir  party  In  power, 
the  probability  nf  I  heir  In i f u r< '  In  enforce  Ihc  cniisl  il  ill  iniud 
amondmenls,  mid  I  ho  prolerl  inn  nf  llm  rights  of  llm  hvedmeu. 

I  id ni n  1  in  1  { Iml.  the  election  of  Mr.  Tihleu  would  resnll  in  Ihc 
virtnnl  null  i  lien  I  ion  of  llm  consl  itul  iomi  I  iinmiidnmuls,  nnd 
amount  (o  n  jinirlind  roslurulion  lo  | m >w o r  of  llm  old  Oemo- 
antic  parly.  Tim  rnvivnl  nf  llm  rnlml  Haims,  llm  refunding  of 
the  eol.lou  lax,  and  llm  damages  dmm  lo  ridiids,  worn  fully  mm- 
moated  upon,  us  were  (|m  outrages  commilled  upon  frerdmen 
during  the  second  administration  nf  Ocncrul  (mini,  Urn  organi¬ 
zation  of  K u-K lux  Klaus,  and  Ihc*  While  League,  and  llm  hold 
uoss  with  which  Urn  laws  were  disregarded  in  llm  komMi.  H  is 
difficult  now  In  realize  (In'  eondilimi  of  public  nlfitirs  in  all  I  In* 
shift's  limn  lately  in  rebellion.  Tim  people  of  I  lie  smith  are 
certainly  entitled  to  tin*  highest  credit  for  Ihc*  grenl  change 
that  lms  recently  1m*oij  mitdc*  in  tin*  government  of  llmir  sinles, 
hut  if  cannot  he  denied  thal  during  I  la*  leu  years  afler  I  Im  war 
their  condition  bordered  on  (lie  despotism  of  mob  rule  ami 
violence.  Hhmneiiil  questions,  im  dniilil,  enlered  inlo  (he 
canvass,  lmt  in  this  rosperl.  Oovoruor  Tihleu  and  Moveruor 
Hayes  did  nol  materially  dilTer,  w h i h *  pnldie  opinion  in  llm 
southern  sl  ates  was  almost  a  unit  in  liivor  of  I  Im  larger  use  of 
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paper  money.  Their  bsmk vnj)t  condition  made  this  policy 
almost,  universal  thorn. 

1  continued  until  Mio  day  of  election  to  make  wpouclics,  not 
only  in  Ohio,  link  in  sovoral  of  the  slates.  I  engaged  in  a 
joint  dohal.o  with  Senator  Voorliees,  of  Indiana,  at  Columbia 
City,  in  Unit  statu,  iit  September,  which  probably  laid  more 
fun  and  humor  in  it  Ilian  argument.  It  no  happened  that 
appointment*  wore  made  for  each  of  ns  at  Columbia  City 
on  Iho  same  day,  and  the  managers  of  the  two  parlies  con¬ 
cluded  that  they  would  have  a  joint  debate,  and  arranged 
for  it,  to  which  \vn  both  assented.  There  was  a  groat  crowd, 
and  husides  ,Mr.  Moorhens  and  myself,  “  llhio  .loans”  Williams, 
the  e.itudiduln  leu  governor,  was  to  open  the  mooting  in  bis 
peculiar  wn.v,  In  which,  its  it  would  not  at  all  interfere  with 
our  debate,  I  did  liol.  object.  The  debate  was  fully  reported 
in  the  Chicago  “  Inter-Ocean,”  and  is  a  very  graphic,  specimen 
of  popular  debates  in  which  each  sido  claims  to  bo  tlio  vic¬ 
tor.  I  think  it  would  ho  safo  to  say  that  from  I, ho  close  of 
Congress  until  tho  day  of  election  I  spoko  on  nearly  every 
week  day  in  seine,  one  of  the  live  or  six  states  which  I 
visited. 

The  result  of  the  presidential  election  in  November,  1  S7(>, 
was  extremely  doubtful.  II.  was  soon  itssortod  that  tho  major¬ 
ity  either  way  would  ho  very  small,  ami  that  the  probabilities 
were  that  Mr.  Tihlon  was  elected.  Zao.hariah  Chandler,  chair¬ 
man  of  tlio  national  Republican  committee,  bowevor,  eenli- 
tlontly  telcgraphod,  on  the  morning  after  tho  election,  that 
Mayes  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  one  in  the  electoral  col¬ 
lege.  ll'nrlhor  reports  developed  Mull  on  account  of  intimida¬ 
tion,  frauds  and  violence,  committed  in  tho  election  in  Louisi¬ 
ana,  South  Carolina,  and  Rloridu,  I, he  veto  of  oticli  of  those 
states  was  doubtful,  and  could  only  ho  ascertained  by  the  reports 
of  the  returning  hoards.  All  of  their  olocloral  voles  wore 
needed  to  give  I  Inyes  the  majority  of  one.  llolh  parties  claimed 
in  each  of  the  stnl.es  a  majority  of  tlio  popular  veto.  In  the 
healed  slate  of  political  fooling  in  those  states,  it  was  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  grave  doubt  whether  tho  cmuil.  of  tho  vote  might 
not  result  in  violence,  tumult  nr  war.  On  the  evening  of 


November 
loiepyum  : 


received  lii > 1 1 1  President  linml  (hr  I'ldlowinji' 

I  ’  1 1 1 1  MM  11*1(1  I  V\.,  XoMSlI.d  I  I.  IV.ll. 

I  lm*i\  nl  al  M  \NSI  11  1  o.  n.,  S::u.  I*.  II, . 


Sus.vieu  ,lmi\  Sto.u't  w 

I  would  In’  limrli  |il«*iis.'i|  if  \<>n  \m<iiM  join  i.llior  pin  I  i<*'s  u  lie  liau* 
already  accepted  wuur  iuutulinh,  i“  m  New  t  Mentis  to  wituc'-*  llto  cun 
vnsxinjr  uf  llio  vmIi'  of  I  .niiisiiiiiii.  I  .  S.  1 1  ii.\  s  I  . 


[  replied  dial-  1  would  p;o  ns  soon  us  prat  l irti I ii« *.  and  ic- 
eeived  (ho  fnllnwiup;  answer: 

\V  AMI  t  S  li  I  "  N  ,  N'liVl'llllnM'  I'.1,  IS7H. 

II . .  at  Ma\-.i  ii:i  n,  ().,  I  |>.  in. 

I  luN.  .IlillN  Nil  I'll  'IAN. 

Uilli'KH  \i.ii  cun  iciicli  I lii’ii*  liy  I'Viduy  lueiJiilijr  it  will  lie  Inn  laic. 

I S.  ( i  It  A  \T. 


[  al  Diicii  shii'lril  fur  New  Urleuus,  slopping  on  Hie  way  nl. 
Coliiiiilnis  lu  confer  with  Hnvenior  lluyes.  who  snitl  he  wished 
l  weald  tfo  io  New  (Irleuns  mid  wilhess  I  he  rmilil,  hid  ex¬ 
pressed,  ill  Hie  sl  voliaesl  possible  In  neuiijte.  h is  i >|i|iosi I  inn  1 1 >  u n y 
nievenienl.  on  l  lie  purl-  of  anyone  In  i  nil  i  lean-  I  he  net  inn  nl  I  lie 
relnniiiiK  hoard  in  his  favor.  lie  said  if  Mr.  Tilden  was  eleeled 
lie  desired  him  by  all  means  In  huve  Hie  nl!irn.  I  prorerded  In 
dinchmuli,  where  l  met. some  of  live  ^eidleim-u  whom  Heiioml 
(hunt  hud  requested  In  wilness  Hie  rounl.  When  we  arrived 
in  New  (Irleuns  I  found  fur  less  exeileineid  in  respeel  In  Hie 
count  (lain  in  Ohio.  I  (here  mel  (he  oilier  ^eulleitieii  who  Imd 
heon,  like  myself,  inviletl  h,v  Ueiiernl  Urnul.  They  were  Messrs. 
Stanley  Mallhews.  Ohio ;  .1.  A.  llnrlield.  Ohio ;  K,  W.  Shmydiloii. 
New  Yorlt;.l.  II.  Vim  Alen,  New  York;  Win.  H,  Kelley,  IVmi- 
sylvania;  deh  H.  Stevenson,  Ohio;  Kn^one  liule,  Muine;.I.  M. 
Tuttle,  losviv;  .1,  \V.  Hhupniun,  losvn  ;  W.  \{,  Smilli.  Insvu  ;  W.  A. 
Mod  row,  Iowa;  Sidney  Clarke,  Kmisus;  C.  II.  Kurwell,  Illiinds; 
Ahnor  Taylur.  Illinois;  S.  U.  Ilnvon,  Illinois;. I.  ,M.  Ileurdsley, 
Illinois;  John  Cnluiru,  Iiulitmu  ;  Will  l  kmihuck,  Imliuuu  ;  ( \  l rv» 
intf  Ditty.  Maryhmd. 

At  New  Orleans  l  wus  for  Hie  lirst  lime  inlrodiired  hi  Ute 
momhors  of  Hie  refiirniii^  hounl.  who,  under  Hie  luws  of  Don* 
isiami,  wore  required  to  verify  Hie  roimt  und  whose  relnrn  was 
final.  Wo  mot  also  a  lur^o  numher  of  jjonl  lenten  who  were 
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there  at  tlio  l'equost  of  the  national  Democratic  committee  to 
perform  the  same  duty  that  had  boon  imposed  upon  ns  by  Gen¬ 
ova!  Grant.  Those  gentlemon  wore  John  M.  Palmer,  Illinois; 
Lyman  Trumbull,  Illinois;  William  R.  Morrison,  Illinois;  Sam¬ 
uel  J.  Randall,  Pennsylvania;  A.  G.  Curtin,  Pennsylvania;  Wil¬ 
liam  Bigler,  Pennsylvania;  J.  U.  Doolittlo,  Wisconsin;  George 
II.  Smith,  Wisconsin;  J.  H.  McDonald,  Indiana;  George  W.  Ju¬ 
lian,  Indiana;  M.  D.  Manson,  Indiana;  John  Love,  Indiana; 
Henry  Watterson,  Kentucky;  J.  W.  Stevenson,  Kentucky; 
Henry  D.  McHenry,  Kentucky;  Oswald  Ottondorfev,  New  York  ; 
J.  B.  Stallo,  Ohio ;  Lewis  V.  Bogy,  Missouri ;  James  0.  Brodhead, 
Missouri ;  C.  Gibson,  Missouri ;  John  Loo  Carroll,  Maryland ;  Wil¬ 
liam  T.  Hamilton,  Maryland;  W.  G.  Snmnor,  Connecticut;  P. 
11.  Watson,  Ohio;  P.  R.  Condor!,,  New  York. 

Bofore  my  arrival  a  correspondence  had  occurred  betweon 
what  was  callod  tho  Democratic  visitors  and  tlio  Republican 
visitors  in  regard  to  out  respective  duties.  This  correspond¬ 
ence,  all  of  which  was  reported  to  President  Grunt,  resulted  in 
tho  attendance  of  a  cortain  number  of  each  of  the  bodies  of  vis¬ 
itors  at  oach  session  of  tho  returning  board,  and  thus  a  con¬ 
stant  snrvoillanco  of  the  proceedings  of  tho  board  was  had.  At 
the  same  time  we  received  from,  the  returning  board  the  follow¬ 
ing  letter; 

Statu  of  Louisiana,  Offioh  Boaiiii  of  HiiTuitNiNa-OsTiONiiB,  ) 
N lav  Ohi.uans,  Novombor  18, 1870.  { 

Sill  : — At  II  miHiling  of  tlio  boiml  of  roturniiig-ollioors,  bold  Ibis  day, 
llui  following  pronmblo  mid  resolution,  introduoecl  by  Gonoral  Thomas  O. 
Anclorson,  was  unanimously  adopOid,  viv,. : 

‘WuiutlcAS,  'l’his  hoard  lias  learned  with  satisfaction  that  distinguished 
gontlomon  of  national  reputation  fi'om  other  slatus,  aolmi  at  tbo  request  of 
tlio  President  of  the  United  States,  and  somo  at  tlio  roquost  of  tiio  national 
oxeoiitivn  eoniinitteo  of  (lie  Denioeralio  lialty,  aro  present  in  tins  city  witli  a 
view  to  witness  tlio  procoodings  of  (Ids  board  in  canvassing  and  compiling 
the  returns  of  tho  reonnt  olnotion  ill  this  slato  for  presidential  doctors,  in 
oidor  that  tlio  public  opinion  of  tbo  eomitry  may  bo  satisfied  ns  to  the  truth 
of  tlio  result  and  the  fairness  of  the  milium  by  which  it  may  liavo  boon 
attainod  ;  and  whorons,  tins  board  recognizes  tlio  imporlanco  wliieli  may  nfc- 
Laoli  to  tho  rosult  of  llioir  proueodings,  ami  Unit  die  publio  mind  should  bo 
oonvinood  of  its  jnstioo  by  a  Itnowlodgo  of  dio  faels  on  wliieli  it  may  bo 
based,  thoroforo,  bo  it 

‘  licsolvcd,  'I’iiat  this  board  does  lieroby  cordially  invite  and  roquost  flvo 
gontlomen  from  onoli  of  the  two  bodies  named,  to  bo  soleeted  by  tliomsolvos 


respectively,  to  attend  and  1m  present  ul  I li»»  incelin^H  of  lliis  licutnl  wliiln 
in  dm  discharge  of  ils  duties,  under  tin*  law,  in  canvassing  mill 
compiling  (In'  returns,  mid  ascerluiiiiiip;  mid  declmih/'  (In*  result  «>f  said 
election  for  presidential  electors,  in  dmiv  I’apaoit v  a*  prixuto  eitiv.oiis  of 
eminent  reputation  mat  liij'li  character,  uml  us  Hprotaloin  mid  witnesses  of 
tlm  prucoouiii^H  in  (Imt  behalf  »f  this  board.’ 

.1,  Mamikon  Win. is, 
('Iminimn  Hoard  of  Kclurninjk' ( HHivrs. 

1  Ion.  John  Shkkman,  S(.  (Himles  Hotel,  Now  Urlciuis. 

On  Iho  Hnmo  tiny  l  nnswovnd  in  lu'hnIC  nf  my  its.sor.mloN  nn 
follows; 

St.  t  In, mm. i  s  I  Ioi  i.i.,  ] 

Nkw  Oui.Kanh,  November  IN,  1N70.  ( 

Slit:  1  luivo  received  join*  nolo  of  to-day,  willi  u  copy  of  die  resolu* 
lion  of  tlio  dom'd  of  rolurnintf-nlUuorM  of  dm  Stiitn  of  I  .oiiisimni,  mid  have 
omimmniciitcd  tlio  iiivitulion  contained  in  it  to  dm  gentlemen  wlio  uro  Imre 
ill  iho  request  of  tlm  IVcuhloiit  of  dm  United  Stales  to  witness  dm  canvass¬ 
ing  of  tlm  vote  ul  tlm  reeeiit  nleelioii  in  thin  stale  for  presidential  cleelniH, 
and  mu  instructed  by  llmm  to  inform  you  of  tlmir  io'ce|itiiimo  of  dm  mvila- 
lion,  and  dial  limy  will  dosioiiato  n  coniHiilteo  of  live  of  dmir  niiiulmr  to 
attend  tlm  meetings  of  (he  board.  And  I  tidm  Ihis  occasion  to  express  my 
thunks  for  tlm  eourleoiiK  terms  of  lliis  iiiviladon,  my  deep  sense  of  (lie  jin 
porlaucu  of  your  proceedings,  and  my  eoulldeiil  Impe  tliul  (hey  will  be  so 
conducted  an  to  convince  tlie  pulilie  mind  of  die  justice  of  your  lindiiqr. 

John  Siumian. 

Hun.  J.  Madison  Wih.i.k. 

A  mmilur  iiivil.iiMeiu  wan  oxlteiiilod  lie  Mm  I  iiuooi'ml  in  via- 
items,  null  Miilislanlially  I ltn  sumo  reeply  lmulc.  Tlm  r<<l  in  ning 
bourd  them  pror.m'tlotl  l.o  puiTonu  ils  duly  nuclei'  I  lie  law.  A I. 
leuc.li  Hussion  Clio  Hi'inililiuan  and  lluiucKU'alic.  visilois  we-i'o 
proWmL,  and  f  luii  llmr  know  of  imr  liavu  uvur  licanl  of  miy  url. 
ImiiiK  clone)  ur  InsMmouy  lalom  by  Hue  buanl  e'Xi'epl.  iu  lliu  pirs- 

oiioo  of  c.oiuiniUocw  of  Urn  I, wo  boilies  of  visilors.  Tlm  . . . 

iiifcfl  of  tlm  vol.ui:niu«  buai'd  wuru  rn|iui'li>il  fur  curli  bculy  of 
visitors  ami  for  Urn  I'oluneiup  honi'il,  uml  nil  Mm  ovieliuico 
talcon  was  mil,  only  tlcliveM'oilio  Urn  pri-soiii'o  of  lieu  two  visil.- 
inf?  bodies,  but  was  l-eipurl c'd  In  11m  I’ci'alili'iil,  nuel  wns  pub¬ 
lished  by  Hon^maa.  Wludcvci'  o|eiuioua  may  bo  (-.vpi'essi'il  as  In 
Iho  comictnoHM  of  tlm  liueliunaof  Mm  evl .imiinu  boiml,  lliui'o  run 
bo  no  doubt  theil,  il,a  prun'iiil'nips  wi'ru  open,  fair  ami  in, pur¬ 
lin,!.  Tlm  lwiird  arrivod  at  tlio  I'.iumluaion  Mint  llm  Hejinitlii-iiii 
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doctors  received  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  in  Louisiana  at 
that  oloelion,  and  wore  ontitled  to  cast  the  vote  of  the  state 
for  President  of  tho  United  Slates. 

During  tho  groat  excitement  over  this  controversy,  and 
also  ovor  that  in  South  Carolina  and  Florida,  exaggerated 
statements,  without  tho  slightest  foundation,  of  frauds  and 
improper  conduct  on  tho  part  of  tho  rotnrning  ollicors  were 
made  and  published.  As  to  the  action  of  the  returning  board 
in  Louisiana,  1  fool  hound  now,  aftor  a  long  lapse  of  time,  to 
roiieat  wluit  was  reported  to  tloncral  Grant  by  tho  Republi¬ 
can  visitors,  that  it  made  a  fair,  honest  and  impartial  return 
of  tho  result  of  tho  election.  In  concluding  our  report  wo 
said : 

"Tho  [>](>(> f  of  violence  and  intimidation  and  armed  disturbance  in  many 
other  parishes,  in  of  tho  same  /jouond  character,  although  morn  tfoncrnl  and 
decisive,  as  in  llm  llvo  parishes  particularly  roforrod  to.  In  tho  others,  thono 
causes  prevailed  at  particular  polling  places,  at  many  of  which  llio  liopub- 
lioun  vote  was,  lo  a  considerable  extent,  prcvonlod. 

"  Wo  hopo  to  bo  ablo  to  furnish  full  copies  of  all  testimony  (niton  by  llio 
board,  that  (ho  justice  of  its  conclusions  may  bo  appreciated.  Jl  is  a  tri¬ 
bunal,  from  which  tlmm  can  bo  no  appeal,  and,  in  viow  of  tho  possible  oonso- 
(pumtms  of  its  adjudication,  wo  have  closely  obsorvod  its  proceedings  and 
have  eavofully  weighed  tho  force  of  a  lai-^o  mass  of  iho  testimony  upon  which 
(lull  ml  judication  has  boon  reached. 

"'rim  members  of  tho  board,  acting  tinder  oath,  were  bound  by  law,  if 
(umvimnul  by  (ho  testimony  tlmt  viol,  tumult,  acts  of  violence,  ov  armed  dia- 
tiirbamm  did  materially  inlorforo  with  the  purity  and  freedom  of  election  at 
any  poll  or  voting  place,  or  did  mnlorhdly  change  llm  result  of  tho  cluutiun 
thereat,  to  reject  tho  votes  thus  east,  and  exclude  (hem  from  (heir  final  re¬ 
turn.  Of  llm  elToel  of  sUoli  testimony,  llio  board  was  sole  and  Ilntd  jud^o, 
and  if,  in  reaching  a  eonolusion,  it  exercised  ^ood  fuilh  and  was  ^uidod  by 
an  lumost  desire  Lo  do  justice,  its  dn(ormiimlion  should  be  respected,  oven  if, 
upon  like  proof,  a  different  conclusion  mi^lil  have  been  reached  by  otbor 
tribunals  or  persons. 

"To  ^uard  the  purity  of  (1m  ballot;  lo  protect  the  citizen  in  (lie  free  and 
pence  fill  exercise  of  his  rifjlil  (e  vote;  lo  secure  him  against  violence,  intimi¬ 
dation,  outrage,  and  especially  murder,  when  he  attempts  lo  perform  tliia 
duty,  should  bo  the  desire  of  all  limn,  and  the  aim  of  ovory  representative 
government.  IE  political  success  shall  be  attained  by  such  violent  unci  terri¬ 
ble  moans  as  wore  resorted  (o  in  many  parishes  in  1  .onisiana,  complaint  should 
not  be  made  if  llm  voles  thus  obtained  uvo  denounced  by  judicial  tribunals 
and  all  honest  men  as  illegal  and  void." 
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at  a  fair  election  a  largo  majority  in  Louisiana,  no  honest  man  can  question  ; 
that  you  did  not  roceivo  a  majority  is  equally  clear.  But  Hint  intimidation 
of  the  very  kind  and  natnro  provided  against  by  the  Louisiana  law  did  enter 
into  and  control  Iho  election,  in  more  election  polls  than  would  chango  the 
result  and  givo  you  the  vote,  I  believe  as  firmly  as  that  I  write  this.  The 
dilllcuKy  of  gathering  this  testimony  and  pulling  it  in  the  legal  form  1ms 
boon  very  groat,  but  I  boliovo  1ms  beon  fully  mot. 

The  whole  uaso  rests  upon  die  action  of  tho  returning  hoard.  I  have 
oarefully  obsorvod  them,  and  havo  formed  a  high  opinion  of  Governor  Wells 
ami  Colonel  Anderson.  They  are  firm,  judicious,  and,  as  far  as  1  cun  judge, 
thoroughly  honest  and  conscientious.  They  are  personally  familiar  with  (ho 
nature  and  dogioe  of  intimidation  in  Louisiana.  They  can  see  that  tho  in¬ 
timidation,  as  organized,  was  with  u  view  of  throwing  out  Republican  par¬ 
ishes  rather  than  endangering  Democratic  parishes.  Our  liltlo  party  is  now 
dividing  out  tho  disputed  parishes,  with  the  view  of  u  careful  examination  of 
every  paper  and  detail.  Many  are  impatient  of  tho  dolay,  and  some  havo 
gono  homo.  Wo  will  probably  ho  able  to  keep  about  ton  hero.  Wo  have 
incurred  some  liabilities  for  reporting,  printing,  ote.,  but  hope  tho  Repub¬ 
lican  national  committee  will  mako  this  good.  If  not,  we  must  provido  for 
it  ourselves.  Wo  are  in  good  hopo  and  spirit.  Not  wishing  tho  return  in 
your  favor,  unless  it  is  oloar  that  it  ought  to  bo  so,  and  not  willing  to  bo 
ohonlod  out  of  it,  or  to  bo  '  bulldozed  ’  or  intimidated,  the  truth  is  palpable 
that  you  ought  to  havo  the  vole  of  Louisiana,  and  we  believo  (hat  you  will 
havo  it,  by  an  lionost  and  fair  rolurn,  according  to  tho  loiter  mid  spirit  of  (ho 
law  of  Louisiana.  Very  truly  yours,  John  Shkuman. 

To  this  Geneva!  Hayes  responded  as  follows: 

Coujmhuh,  O.,  November  27,  1870. 

My  1)uau  Siu: — \  urn  greatly  obliged  for  your  letter  of  the  23rd.  You 
fool,  I  am  sure,  ns  1  do  about  this  wholo  businoss.  A  fair  election  would 
havo  given  us  about  forty  olootond  votes  at  (lie  south  —  at  lonst  that  many. 
But  we  are  not  to  allow  our  friends  to  defeat  one  outrage  and  fraud  by  an¬ 
other.  There  must  bo  nothing  ciookod  on  onr  part.  Lot  Mr.  Tildou  Imvo 
(ho  plaeo  by  violonoo,  intimidation  and  fraud,  rather  than  underlaid)  to 
provont  it  by  moans  that  will  not  bear  the  severest  scrutiny. 

I  appreciate  tho  work  doing  by  (lie  Republicans  who  havo  gono  south, 
and  am  cspooially  proud  of  tho  acknowledged  honorable  conduct  of  thoso 
from  Ohio.  Tho  Democrats  mndo  a  mistake  in  sending  so  many  ex-Ropub- 
bonus.  New  oonvorls  are  provorb'mlly  bitlor  and  unfair  towards  those  thoy 
havo  recently  loft. 

t  trust  you  will  soon  roach  tho  cud  of  tho  work,  and  be  able  to  return  in 
hoftlth  and  safoty.  Sinooroly,  R.  B.  Hayes. 

I  mot,  Governor  Hayes  on  my  return  and  his  conversation 
was  to  tlie  same  effect,  that  he  wished  no  doubtful  votes  and 


would  ^really  lui-fiT  lo  Imvn  Mr.  Tilili'ii  serve  ns  I’lvsidenl  if 
Uirrii  wns  any  ilmibl  ttbiml.  Ids  iIIhyps')  idei'linn.  Tim  llei'iib- 
lit’itu  visiters  ilid  mil.  rd  urn  mil  il  nfli'r  Urn  nmd  inj;  ur  1  'undress 
ill,  ils  ri'triilnr  sessinn  mi  llm  lib  nr  I li>ri"iiiln,r,  IfiVli. 

ITesidnnl.  (Intnl,  in  llm  beKiniiiii)'  id  liin  iiiiiiinil  message 
nf  Unit,  dale,  nuiil: 

"  In  Hiilitniltiiijr  my  fij'lilh  and  lim(  im‘H.M»^i<  it  hummi 

piopur  llmt  I  hIhmiM  lofiM'  In,  and  in  romo  dt'^'ton  mnipilidiih'.  llm  oM'iils 
lllld  nlllniiil  nuts  nt  llm  past  oi^'hl  yours. 

"It  was  lliy  furtmtO,  or  mmfnllimn,  (u  lio  uidh-d  In  llm  u(Hi-o  nf  t'Uiof 
Kxnrulivi*  willmnl  mu-  prntiuua  jiolil it*al  tiatiiiii)'.  Kimn  dm  ujo*  nf  nu\rh 
tni'ii  I  had  iii'vit  ovon  wilnoovd  (lm  u\uiloiMru(  uttnndon'  u  (•(■"•iiti'iitiul 
uum|iilioii  liullwirn  aii(ni’«i|i<iil  (n  my  u\vn  ouiididurt,  mid  ill  Iml  mm  of 

llmm  was  l  oli^iltlo  us  il  valor.  Undor  hiioIi  uiroinnMmi . .  il  i**  hut  in.unu 

uliln  In  Hilppnsn  dial  oitoi-h  of  judj'inonl  most  lane*  niviiiu-il,  Kv.-n  laid 
tlmy  nni,  dilToroiioi'S  nf  opinion  ln*t\vnon  < In*  K\ooulivt*,  Itnimd  I •  \  an  midi  in 
tho  a! riot  porfuiTiinuun  nf  liis  dutins,  and  wiilmx  and  duluiluiH  imml  liavo 
urim>n.  H  is  nut  mvosMirilv  nviduni'n  nf  lilundor  mi  dm  pail  nf  dm  Kvimulivo 
lim’iumn  dmiT'  am  dmsn  dilFoiuiu'ns  nf  i n-ww,  Mi-daki-H  lui\u  Imcii  imulo,  in 

all  nm  sou  and  !  admit,  lm(,  it  norms  In  ini',  nflnimi-  in  dm  M'ln-ii .  inudi- 

of  llm  assistants  appointed  In  aid  in  niri  t  in;r  nut  dm  i ai ium> dntii",  nf  admin 
ialnrin^  llm  jfnvi'i'iiiiii'iit,  in  imarlv  iunrv  easo  rmltmird  without  u  pi-io>nul 
lUHjuaiiiliiiiro  willi  dm  appointor,  lni(  upon  rm-niiimniidalionx  nf  dm  mpi,< 
Hontal i vos  cluiHnii  dirootly  liy  llm  pnupln.  It  is  inijM ••«*«! I •)■•,  n Imm  *m  mum 
tniHls  are  to  lio  ulluttod,  Unit  dm  rij'ht  purlins  should  Im  olinsnii  in  omry 

instmioo,  History  mIiiiwh  (Iml  tm  mliiiinislinliuii,  fmni  dm  til . .  W  imlnnj' 

ton  to  (hu  pmsi'iil,  him  Iman  fmn  from  dmsn  mishdu-s.  lint  I  |i-a\»  «..m 
parison  lo  history,  nltiiminj'  only  dial  I  lmv»  m-l'-d  in  ,«\ory  inshihru  fr.-m  a 
WMWoionlhmH  di'nim  to  do  wlml  wan  rij*Ut,  onnMitntinmd  within  llm  law,  and 
for  tlm  vary  Imsi  inti'ri'.HlH  of  (hi*  wlioln  pi'npln.  Kuiluroa  lm\n  Imm  nrrntn 
of  judjjmoiil,  iml  of  iiitmil." 

This  modesl.  alaldiii'iil.  liy  ( loimntl  ( I  mill  wns  il | >| n  i'i  in  1 1-1 1 
by  Uon^t'i'ss  nail  by  Uio  I'nmilvy.  Ni>  mu'  ilmibli'il  llm  sinrdily 
mill  palriiiliHiii  of  Urn  I'residiml..  Ilis  umdesl  riiiifi'ssinii  nf 
orvoin  iliil  mil.  in  l.lm  aH^lilesl.  < li’urco  i in {m i i-  llm  universal  ism. 
fldoni’.o  in  him. 

On  l.hn  1  Hlli  nf  .Innmiry,  1^77,  Mr.  Kdniiinds,  nf  llm  aided. 
Mimmil.lcn  of  Um  Simula  mi  llm  ciiiiiiUiik  nf  elednnil  vnles, 

subinitlaid  a  rapm-l,  in  wril-in^j  willi  mi  . . mipunyiiiK  bill.  II 

Wfts,  willi  mm  nxui'pl  inu,  sigimd  by  llm  nmiiilii'is  nf  llm  enm- 
miUpos  of  Uiu  Uvn  llinisiis  willmnl  disliimlinn  nf  jmi-ly,  Tim 
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bill  provided  in  full  detail  a  prescribed  mauuer  for  counting 
the  electoral  vote.  It  was  adopted  by  both  Houses  and  voted 
for  by  a  groat  majority,  but,  believing  that  it  was  oxtra  consti¬ 
tutional,  I,  with  other  Republicans,  did  not  vote  for  it.  Tho 
history  of  the  electoral  commission  provided  for  in  this  bill  is 
part,  of  the  history  of  the  country,  and  it  is  not  necessary  to  hero 
outer  into  it  in  detail.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  it  resulted  in 
the  counting  of  tho  votes  of  Louisiana,  South  Carolina  and 
Florida  for  Mr.  Hayes,  electing  him  President  by  a  majority  of 
one  vote.  I  took  an  active  part  in  the  debates  on  the  questions 
involvod  and  gave  in  dotail  my  viow  of  the  action  of  the  re¬ 
turning  board  in  Louisiana. 

During  this  period  I  received  a  number  of  porsoual  lottors 
from  Governor  Hayes,  some  of  which  may  bo  of  interest: 

Conuamus,  0.,  Dooombor  25,  1870, 

My  Dtcau  Sir  : — I  havo  your  esteemed  favor,  and  liuvo  also  mot  Judgo 
Taft  unci  Governor  Donnison.  There  will  not  bo  tho  slightest  difficulty 
growing  out  of  tlio  matter  yon  rofor  to.  You  know  my  gonornl  oourso  of 
conduct.  It  has  always  soomed  to  mo  wisest,  in  caso  of  decided  antagonisms 
among  frionds,  not  to  take  sides --to  heal  by  compromise,  not  to  nggravalo, 
oto.,  o(o.  I  wish  you  to  fed  authorized  to  speak  in  proLLy  dooidod  terms 
for  mo  wlionovor  it  sooms  advisable — to  do  ibis  not  by  reason  of  spooiflo 
authority  to  do  it,  but  from  your  knowledge  of  my  gonoral  molliods  of 
aolion.  Sincoroly,  R.  B.  1-Iayks, 

IIon.  John  Sinciiman,  ole.,  oto. 

Coi.umuus,  O.,  January  5,  1877. 

My  Dkar  Sir  : — I  hnvo  your  note  of  tho  3rd.  I  do  not  wish  to  infiuonco 
tho  action  of  our  friends,  and  do  not  volunteer  opinions.  I3ut  you  have  a 
right  to  my  opinion.  I  boliovo  the  Vioe  President  alono  lias  tho  constitu¬ 
tional  power  to  count  tho  votes  and  declare  (lie  rosnll.  L'verytJiing  in  the 
naturo  of  a  contest  as  to  olcotorul  volos  is  an  affair  of  (ho  states.  Tho  rest  5s 
a  moro  ministerial  duty.  Thorofore  it  is  not  right,  in  my  judgmont,  for 
Congross  to  interfere.  Sincoroly,  R.  13.  IIayrh 

IIon.  John  Shkkman,  U.  S.  S. 


Coi.UAiims,  O.,  February  15,  1877. 

MyDkauSiu: — T  have  two  lottors  from  you  sinco  I  last  wvoto.  If  it 
booomos  my  duty  to  mako  a  cabinet  I  want  your  views  fully  and  spooinoally. 
If  possible  a  porsonal  interview  would  bo  oxtromoly  desirnblo.  Boynton 
wrilos  to  Smith  that  an  aasurauco  of  my  views  on  tho  xmilhorn  question,  which 
aro  truly  sol  forth  in  my  lottor,  with  such  additions  ns  I  could  properly  mako, 
would  bo  useful.  I  profor  to  mako  no  now  declarations,  lint  you  may  say 


jf  you  deem  it  udvianblc  thill  you  l/nnr  |lml  I  will  slum!  Iiy  On*  friendly  anil 
om’iiuni^intf  worda  of  lliut  Idler  and  l»y  all  Hint  lliey  imply.  V«m  cannot 
express  llml  lou  hltoti^ly.  Sincerely,  If.  M.  1 1  a  \  i  *i. 

Hon,  .Ioiin  Siiiiijman. 

I’uU'Mimt!,  U.,  l-Vltiimry  10,  IKIT. 

Mv  1)j:ak  Silt:  ! f  (lm  inane  of  llm  cooled  in  in  our  favor  l  ahull  want 
lo  mm  yon  at  mice  if  it  in  at  all  pnietiouhln.  Don’t  y>n  waul  l<»  vimi  Maim* 
IlnldV  I  can  meet  you  (here  or  here  or  pn-xihh  al  a  point  nisi  of  there. 

Sincerely,  If.  H.  Il.wi,*.. 

Hon.  John  Siickman. 

I 'oi.|- 'i  Hi'*.,  I).,  I’Vhnmry  II*. 

Mv  I )  ha  it  Siu:  Tin*  uior«'  I  IliinK  of  ii  llm  more  dillienlt  ii  xeema  for 
me  In  jjnl  ready  lo  roinn  lo  Wnalnii^lon  before  \Yedm**dav  or  Thiii'<duv  of 
mixt  week.  I  muni  IU  nlTitivn  ul  l,’remonl.  mid  rniniot  he^in  U  nntd  I  Knew 
tlui  result.  Why  I'uii’t  friends  ho  huiiI  m-  eunm  lioioV 

It  seems  lo  uio  proper  how  lo  nay  ilia!  I  mn  extremely  ilcdmo*'  llml  wm 
should  (alto  llm  treasury  tloparini"iil.  A*.i.li*  from  my  own  per.mml  piefor 
mien,  (Imre  mo  many  end  oon(i>>llin|^  ira^ms  wh\  I  olo m l>  1  a*-lt  you  |o  do 
tliiH.  It  will  Halinfv  friends  licit*  in  I  >liio.  I  umleidand  t tovornor  Moi Ion 
ami  our  friimila  in  WnaliiiiKlou  lilvo  it.  The  miiuM  \  will  approve  it.  You 
urn  by  till  odds  limbed  Ulled  for  it  id  any  mail  in  l he  imiiou.  Y*nvv  remount  ion 
from  llm  Semilc  will  lie  u  ^rcitl  lo*m  lo  that  body,  Iml  i(  w  ill  rmw  no  nerioiiH 
dissensions  or  dilllcully  in  ( lino.  |  )o  not  nay  no  unlil  I  lm\  e  Imd  a  full  eou 
forcnoe  with  you,  There  is  no  reason  why  you  nhnuhl  ii«>l  visit  Ohio  an 
Boon  iih  you  I'lin  ln>  spared  fnuii  W'lixliin^loo,  l)f  course  llie  puhliewill 
know  of  mir  niccliiij',  Ihil  lliey  will  he  praliHed  (<•  Ionov  il.  Mo  populOc 
hiirin  nm  come  of  il.  I  should  have  haul  all  (hi*  before,  hut  I  <li<!  n> •(  want 
to  umlmvruss  you  iu  your  unliou  ou  tlm  pivsidenlud  iptediou. 

Sincerely,  If.  H.  Haw.*.. 

Hon.  .Ioiin  Kiikuman, 

{Tclcf'linm)  I’oMiMUim,  1 1.,  Kehrimit  tflt,  IS',7. 

11on.  John  Siikkman. 

1  will  he  greatly  ohli^eil  if  yon  ean  come  lo  ( 'olumhim.  lull  w  ill  meet 
you  at /ancHvilln  if  you  (hinlv  it  iniporianl.  It.  H.  Hah*.. 

(7h,|!\iihh,  (),,  Kehrimry 'JS,  iNVi. 

Hon.  John  Siikuman,  Washin^on,  I).  D. 

Hkau  Hut:  Doveruor  lliiyea  will  he  nhlijred  (,.  y,,u  if  v,,u  u-jll  he  Itini] 
onoii^li  hi  apeak  (o  Mr.  Kvarln  u  iil,  respect  hi  hi*  aeeeplanee  of  (he  place  in 
the  culiiuet  referred  to  in  llie  inhwvicw  wilh  you  lad  week.  tl  wax  the 
ffovamor’fl  intenlion  lo  make  Ihia  rmpmd  at  llml  time,  mid  he  ma\  hate 
tlono  ho,  1ml  not  lining  <{uiln  hiiiu  of  (he  fuel,  desires  me  to  write  v«m  with 
rofonmuu  to  it.  Yours  very  ivHpcci fully, 

W.  K.  lUnlitim,  Seerolurt. 
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President  Hayes  frequently,  in  personal  conversation  and 
in  writing,  had  expressed  a, strong  desire  that  I  should  bocome 
his  Secretary  of  tiro  Treasury.  1  was  disinclined  to  accept  this 
position,  as  I  was  content  to  sorve  my  constituents  in  the  Sen- 
ato.  It  was  not  until  aftor  iris  urgent  request  in  his  letter  of 
February  IS),  1877,  that  I  seriously  considered  iris  desire  that  I 
should  accopt  that  ollico,  i  wont  to  Columbus  to  ascertain  the 
viows  of  tho  legislature,  and  wholher  tliero  would  bo  any  dilfi- 
cnlty  in  solocting  a  Republican  to  my  ])hu'e  in  tbo  Senate. 
Having  found  that  thore  would  not  be,  I,  with  rohictanco, 
accoptod  his  offer.  Stanloy  Matthows  was  elected  on  tho  21st. 
of  March  to  servo  out  my  unoxpired  torm,  which  ended  on  tho 
iird  of  March,  1871). 

President  llayos  arrived  in  Washington  a  few  days  before 
tho  4th  of  March  and  was  my  guest  until  ho  was  inaugurated 
as  President.  Tho  4th  day  of  March  was  on  Sunday,  and  to 
avoid  any  question  about  an  intorregnum,  ho  was  sworn  into 
ollico  on  that  day,  but  took  tho  formal  oath  on  tire  next  day,  tho 
f;th  of  March,  and  nuulo  his  inaugural  address.  Ho  nominated 
tho  mombors  of  his  oalrinot  to  tho  Sonato  and  thoy  wore 
promptly  confirmed. 

I  rocoivod  many  letter's  of  congratulation  and  onoonrago- 
mont  in  assuming  tho  duties  of  Secretary  of  tho  Treasury,  two 
of  which  I  insert: 


Nuw  Yonii,  Mniuh  «,  1877. 

My  Uhak  Mu.  Siikkman  : — Allow  mo  (o  congratulate  yon  on  having 
boon  solootod  by  IVosidont  llayos  to  adminislor  tho  llnancial  n Hairs  oi  tho 
mUion. 

T  doom  it  a  happy  augury  that  (ho  President’s  ohoico  of  mcinbora  of  bis 
onhinnl  has  fullnn  upon  mon  who  havo  matin  thoir  mark  as  statesmen,  and 
whoso  nclvonl  to  power  will,  1  fool  oenvinoeil,  inaugurate  an  can  or  prosperity 
for  ouv  ommlry. 

With  ynursolf  at  tho  head  of  iho  (ronsury  department,  tliero  is  no  fear  of 
public  credit  boing  shaken  and  commercial  interests  imperdod  by  crude  and 
experimental  legislation. 

Willi  groat  rospoot,  I  remain,  my  dcav  Mr.  Sherman, 

Very  tmly  your  friond, 

Cyrus  W.  Fiki.d. 

1 1 « i  n  .  .John  Bukhman,  Washington. 
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('oiiKiilaln  ( i ('ju')ii I  nf  (In'  Onilii!  Static  for  («n<u(  Hriluin  iin.l  In-lninl,  ( 
l.nNlMiN,  K.  0,,  Mmvh  l’„\  IS77.  \ 

Tim  JfoN.  John  Siikkman,  Si*i*ri*lni  v  of  dm  Tiw'uu 

My  1)»:ak  Kill:  Wlmn  {  Imjdu  1°  'v,|(i*  •"  \ »•*».  I  uni  r.'inihili’il  of  \v)m( 
(iom-i'ul  .Klmnimn  imiil,  in  my  Imiuin^,  (<>  (iVimrnl  (inml,  uft.-r  (In'  Iminr  wni 
miu(n  («eimni|  in  dliinf;  ‘l  iMiniint  u1uli»  \mi ;  ilm  rrMjioiiMiliilii^  i* 

too  Vuu  Imvn  imrlniuly  mm<M*cilm(  in  dm  inn**l  ililllriill  jiohi  in  (|u< 

jriivi'i'inimiK,  (ini'  in  wlmsi'  iiiirrrssful  mlniinmtiiilion  Aiimimiimi  iilnoml  fn>| 
tin  i>a|)i>i'iul  infcri'Hl,  for  im  <li'|mi  (umnl  in  nmr.*  imjitu lun(  In  fmi-i^m-iM  or 
morn  itiKcuiHHftl  liy  llii'in. 

It  llllVV  Hut  l>i'  Ull'*iil  infill'll  U'V  1"  Y"H  to  luiow  llml  lili'lirnir-  In.lli  I  In."  i* 
lon^f  iloin’miloil  lii'iu  mill  llmso  in  1  nuiNii  ii|i|ilu>i-l  ilm  it j .f >•  >iut t  of  dm 
tmw  Oliinf  nf  (In*  Troiimiry. 

1  ))i<^  lo  nll'or  in]'  )«'*!  AV»^)>r^  mnl  ) o <1  i ■  ■  f  dial  l)n<  »«'|im.ilioj|  In*  hu*> 
iilivmly  iicliii'vnit  in  Ilm  Snmiln  will  lie  im*i i-uoi-tl  in  d,,.  i-*t I ;  mnl  (<>  f,n\ 
lioiv  #ltnl  1  ww  (lutl  ilm  immiimu of  Ihm  lull  '  •  •  • 

Worn  nf  ilm  Minim  mind. 

Willi  f^iviil  rc'.sjici'l,  I  mn,  my  ilmir  Mr, 

Wry  ftiidifnlly  \ nnrn, 


^  i?^  ^ 
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(JSLt  4^fCe*c*J&  d^L-+-<-*-*--  r^  £z>a 

A^Llr  £*t~u^O—  ^C^A^Ci. _ ■  ^ - • 
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CHAPTER  XXIX. 

I  Begin  My  Duties  as  Seoketaiiy  op  tub  Treasury. 

Legislative  Training  o!  Grait  Advantage  to  Mo  in  My  Now  Position  — Loan  Coutmnb 
in  Force  When  I  Took  tho  Portfolio  —  Appointment  of  Charles  F.  Connnt  us 
Funding  Agent  of  tho  Treasury  Department,  in  Loudon  —  lteiloeming  Culled 
Ilouds— Sale  of  Four  Pur  Cent.  Bonds  Instead  of  Four  and  a 
Half  Per  Confs.— Popularity  of  tho  Now  Loan — Gveub  Sav¬ 
ing  in  Interest  — On  a  Tour  of  Inspection  Along i lie  Northern 
Atlantic  Const—  S'nluo  of  Information  lleeciml  on  This 
Trip— Effect  of  tho  Baltimore  and  Pittsburg  ltuil- 
roml  Strikes  in  J877  Upon  Our  Public  Credit. 

WHEN  T  itssumod  tho  offico  of  Secretin'}'  of  the  Treas¬ 
ury  1  had  tho  advantage  of  some  of  my  predeces¬ 
sors  in  that  J  was  acquainted  with  the  organization 
and  duties  of  the  treasury  department.  Ever  since 
1859  my  connection  with  the  committeo  of  ways  and  means  in 
tlio  House  and  with  tho  committee  on  Finance  in  tho  Senate  had 
brought  mo  into  official  relations  with  the  hoad  of  that  depart¬ 
ment.  This  legislative  training  gave  1110  a  full  knowledge  of 
the  several  laws  that  were  to  be  oxecuted  in  relation  to  public 
revenue,  to  all  forms  of  taxation,  to  coinage  and  currency,  and 
to  tho  public  debt.  Tho  entire  system  of  national  finance  then 
existing  grow  out  of  tho  Civil  War,  and  I  had  participated  in 
the  passago  of  all  the  laws  relating  to  this  subject.  My  inti¬ 
mate  association  with  Secretaries  Chase,  Eosscndon  and  Mc¬ 
Culloch,  and  my  friendly  relations  with  Secretaries  Boutwoll 
and  Richardson,  led  111c,  as  chairman  of  the  Senate  committeo 
on  finance,  to  have  free  and  confidential  intercourse  with  them 
as  to  legislation  affecting  tho  treasury.  Secretary  Bristow  hud 
not  had  tho  benoftt  of  experience  either  in  Congress  or  the 
department.  He  was  a  good  lawyer  and  an  able  man.  Ho 
doubted  whether  resumption  would  bo  effective  without  a  grad¬ 
ual  retirement  of  United  States  notes,  a  measure  that  Congress 
would  not  agreo  to.  Congress  repealed  even  the  limited  re¬ 
tirement  of  such  notes  provided  for  by  tho  resumption  act. 
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Sefirolary  Morrill,  of  Maine,  my  iiuiiioilialo  ]ireileeessur,  was  in 
hourty  sympathy  willi  I  in*  imliry  nf  ( 'iiligress,  nf  wiiit'li  lie  Iiittl 
boon  a  nautili  Koiialin',  nml  Iml,  fur  bin  tailing  Ueallli  uiuibl 
bavo  lieon  an  ellicioiil,  aen-elary,  Ulum  my  assuming  I  lie 
dul.ies  ot  Heorelitry,  anil  fnr  some  (ime  lietm'e.  lie  bail  been  rnn- 
llnoil  by  illneaa  in  Ilia  lodgings  in  Wusbinglnn,  Tbe  Ironsiiry 
tlopaiimenl.  ivna  Ibeli  well  organized.  Musi  nt  I  be  ]iriiiri)uil 
oIIIooih  bail  beim  limn  i11  tho  service.  Hill,  tew  rlntiiges  were 
linido  by  I’rosidtml,  llayes  nr  by  myself,  ami  only  ns  vaeitneies 
occurrotl  or  as  ilicnin]ielimc.y  was  deunuisl rilled.  Tbe  fellmv- 
ing  loan  coni, riie.l  was  in  biree  ill.  I  be  beginning  of  my  iiihiiiiiis- 
tration  of  tlio  li'imsary  dopnrl  inenl. : 

“TIiIh  ngriumn'iit,  eulureil  inln  Him  bilk  iluy  nf  Angum,  in  llm  \ rui'  ,,f 
our  Tumi,  IH7II,  Imlwimn  llm  Hiwrulurv  nf  llm  'IVi-imniy  nf  Ili„  llnili'd  Slulun 
nf  Ainomm,  nf  tlm  llml  |nill,  nml  MnnniH.  August  lli.|niunt  ,k  I  nf  N',.\v 
York,  III  lmlntlf  nf  Mow.rn.  N.  M.  Knllwnliilit  ,V  S„„».  nf  l.i.mlnn,  Knglinul. 
nml  imwmiuli'u,  nml  Mnrsin.  ,1,  ,y  \V,  S , ■  1  i 1 1 1 n 1 1  ,li  t \  i, ,  nf  Now  \‘nrli,  for 
(ImlllBlllvi'H  mill  imHili'illlm.,  mill  Mm-mm.  Hiexnl,  Mnrglin  A  Cm.,  nil  linliiilr  nf 
MeHsi'H.  ,1.  S,  Miirgim  (i  (In,,  of  Hnmlnn,  Kngluml,  nml  Mi"“'m,  Mnrlnn,  lllmn 

&  (111,,  nf  Now  Y.irk,  rii|ironi‘li(ing  llm  Kilnl  Niitii.niil  IlmiK  nf  ll . ily  nf 

Now  York,  llm  Ainnrionii  Mxi-lningii  Nulinmil  I  limit  nf  Now  York,  tlm  ,\|,,r 
(iliniim'  Niiliniinl  Hunk  Ilf  Now  Vnrlc,  llm  Tliiril  Nulinmil  Hunk  ,,f  N,,»  Ynrlt, 
MonnrH.  Knlni,  t ,mxl i  &  (In.,  nf  Kiev  Vink,  tlm  llunlt  nf  Now  Ynrk  Nntiuniil 
flunking  AKunniutinii,  nml  Mohmh,  Mnrlnn,  Hn>m  &  ( 'n.,  of  l.nmlnn,  um!  llmin- 

HnlvnH,  nf  tlm  HIM. nml  [Ilii'l  ; 

'*  Wilimumilli,  Tliut  llm  mill  I  Mi-sum,  August  lli.lmnnl  &  t‘u.,  nf  Nmv  Vnrk, 
(ill  Imlinlf  nf  Mown.,  N.  M.  |(n(li,ii.|iilil  .It  Sink  nml  inmiirinli.n,  Imrnliv  llgrtm  In 
|UiruliiiHii  frnm  tlm  Hunmlury  nf  llm  'rn.imiiry  hixicim  iiiilliun  llvn  luimlrml 
llumunml  (Inlliim  ($111,5110,1100)  of  tlm  Uniiml  Kinim.  Immln  kmevn  u»  llm 
fniiv  mul  n  Imlf  |mr  imnl.  fiimlml  bmn  nf  IHIII,  imimil  nmlnr  llm  unin  ,,f 
July  M,  IH7(1,  uml  .linimiry  70,  IN71;  nml  llmt  Mm, him,  ,1.  ,7  \V.  Snlif'iniiu  ,7 
On.,  fnr  llmllimilvi'H  mill  tlmir  imHiiciutim,  Imri-by  nf.; rei*  In  |,nri-limm  fruln  llm 
Hnorulury  nf  llm  Triiimury  nix  mlllinn  Hnvnn  linnilrml  nml  llfly  tliuimuml  ilnl- 
Inm  ($11,750,(10(1)  nf  llm  linmlu  Imrninlmfnrn  ili'Mnrilmil;  nml  llmt  Mohnni. 
Droxiil,  Morgan  &  (In,,  ini  Imlinlf  nf  Mimwh.  .1,  H.  Morgan  t'u„  nf  l.niulnn, 
Hllglnml,  Imruliy  iigriin  to  j nirelnixi,  frnln  llm  A.mmlury  nf  llm  Trmmnrv  nix 
million  nm-iin  Immlrml  uml  llfty  lluumuml  dullnm  |$ll,7ntl,lKKI)  nf  llm  I,',, min 
lioKiiiilmfnrn  tlenerilmtl;  nml  llint  Mown*.  Mnrlnn,  lllinn  ,V  ( of  N„w  Ynrlt, 

ro|ironoiiling  tlm  Viml  Nutinniil  Hunk  of  llm  i-iiy  ,,f  Now  Vnrk,  In  ll . . 

of  four  liiillinn  (Inllinn  ($1,000,000)1  tlm  Anmrmiiii  Kxnlmng,.  Xnlinm,|  |l„nk 
of  Now  York,  lo  llm  oxlmil  nf  mm  millinn  nml  llfly  (linmmiiil  ik.llnm  (Jjtl,- 
050,000);  tlm  Morolmnl»’  Nulinmil  Hunk  nf  Now  Vnrk,  In  il,u  nxlnnl  nf  nix 
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hundred  thousand  dollars  ($500,000);  the  Third  National  Bank  of  tho  city 
of  New  York,  to  the  extent  of  seven  hundrod  and  fifty  thousand  dollars 
($750,000);  Messrs.  Kuhn,  Loeb  &  Co.,  of  Now  York,  to  tho  extent  of  one 
million  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  ($1,050,000);  tho  Bank  of  New  York 
National  Banking  Association,  to  the  extent  of  three  hundred  thousand  dol¬ 
lars  ($300,000);  Messrs.  Morton,  Rose  &  Co.,  of  London,  to  the  oxtent  of 
one  million  one  hundred  and  twonty-fivo  thousand  dollars  ($1,125,000),  and 
Messrs.  Morton,  Bliss  &  Co.,  of  Now  York,  to  the  oxtout  of  one  million  one 
hundrod  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  ($1,125,000),  hereby  agree,  to  the 
extent  sovorally  for  each  as  above  stated,  to  purehaso  from  tho  Secretary  of 
tho  Treasury  ton  million  dollars  ($10,000,000)  in  the  aggregate  of  tho  bonds 
hereinbefore  dosoribod,  making  a  total  aggregate  of  forty  million  dollars 
($40,000,000),  upon  the  terms  and  conditions  following,  to-wit : 

“First.  Of  tho  said  aggrogato  amount,  not  less  than  ton  million  dollars 
($1 0,000,000)  are  horoby  subscribed  for,  tho  subscription  to  tuko  effect  on 
tiro  1st  day  of  September,  187(3,  and  tho  remaining  amount,  namoly,  thirty 
million  dollars  ($30,000,000),  may  ho  divided  at  tho  pleasure  of  the  parties  of 
tho  socond  part  into  several  successive  subscriptions  of  not  less  than  five  mil¬ 
lion  dollars  ($5,000,000)  each,  to  bo  made  prior  to  tho  4th  day  of  March,  1877. 

“Second.  Tho  parties  of  the  second  part  shall  have  the  oxelusive  right 
to  subscribe,  in  tho  sumo  proportion  to  ouoh  of  tho  subscribers,  for  the  re- 
mnindor,  namoly,  two  hundrod  and  sixty  million  dollars  ($200,000,000),  or 
any  portion  of  said  loan  authorized  to  bo  issued  by  the  acts  of  Congress 
aforesaid,  by  giving  notice  thereof  to  tlio  Secretary  of  tho  Treasury  on  or 
boforo  tho  80th  day  of  .Time,  1.877;  but  the  party  of  tho  first  part  resorvos 
tho  right  to  terminate  this  contract  at  any  time  after  March  4,  1877,  by  giv¬ 
ing  ton  days'  notieo  thereof  to  the  parties  of  the  second  part. 

“Third.  That  tho  Secretary  of  tho  Treasury  shall,  whtui  subscriptions 
aro  mado  by  tho  said  partios  of  tho  second  part,  issuo  calls  with  even  date 
with  said  subscriptions  for  the  redemption  of  an  equivalent  amount  of  six  per 
eont.  5-20  bonds  of  tho  United  States,  ns  provided  by  said  act  of  July 
14,  1870. 

Fourth.  Tho  parties  of  tho  second  part  agree  to  pay  for  said  four  and  a 
half  por  cent,  .bonds  parniid  interest  accrued  to  tho  dalo  of  application  for  de¬ 
livery  of  said  bonds,  in  gold  coin,  matured  United  Slates  gold  coin  coupons, 
or  any  of  tho  six  por  eont.  5-20  bonds  called  for  redemption,  or  in  United 
States  gold  certificates  of  deposit  issued  under  the  act  of  March  8, 1808,  with 
tho  understanding  that  payment  to  the  extent  of  tho  amount  of  any  call  shall 
ho  made  within  the  time  during  which  such  call  shall  mature:  Provided, 
That,  if  the  parties  of  tho  second  part  shall  elect  so  to  do,  they  may  have 
tho  privilege  of  making  any  of  said  subscriptions  payable  specifically 
in  uncalled  six  por  eont.  5-20  bonds  of  tho  United  States,  in  which  case 
tho  Scoretary  of  tho  Treasury-  may,  to  tho  oxtent  of  such  paymonls,  omit 
tho  calls  mentioned  in  condition  No.  8. 

“Fifth.  Tho  parties  of  tho  second  part  shall  receive  in  coin  a  com¬ 
mission  of  one-half  of  one  por  emit,  on  all  bonds  taken  by  them,  as  allowed 
by  tho  act  of  July  14,  1870,  unci  shall  assumo  and  defray  all  oxpenses  which 
may  bo  inourrod  in  sending  bonds  to  London  upon  their  request,  or  by 
8.-40 


fnmsiniUintf  boiuln,  imupnim,  nr  miiii  frnin  llmrn  In  lltn  in'immy  depart- 
mont  ftt  ■\V«Hhinjrti>u,  including  nil  rnsl  of  limiting  I'Xrlum^i*  nf  IminK  him  I 
shall  iiIko  In)  ulmr^nd  with  dm  preimmliun  and  iVsuin^  r.f  dm  Iu.h.Ih, 

Sixth.  No  IioihIm  mIhiII  bo  delivered  In  dm  parlie*  nf  (In*  aeeond  purl, 
or  either  of  tlinin,  uiilil  payment  hlndl  have  been  miuli*  in  full  lliornfur  in 
ftcoordunoo  with  llm  Icitiih  of  thin  nontruet. 

“Sovontb.  During  tlm  ontilinuiimm  nf  lliin  enntruel  any  miIph  nf  Ih>ik|k 
ordered  by  llm  ttooveliiry  nf  llm  Treamiry,  by  untlmrily  nf  biw,  except  llccm 
tlml  it  may  become  iieeimniiry  In  noil  tn  puy  jud^iimnls  nf  llm  ( 'nurl  nf  l  'imr 
iiiifiHioncu-flof  Alabama  (!|«iww,  uliall  Im  made  (lirnit^h  llm  purlm.s  nf  din  mm- 
and  part,  who  him  11  Im  allowed  ilicrcnn  a  rnminiksinti  nf  mm  per  n'lil.  in 
^old  ooin.  And  it  in  prnvidud  llml  dm  amount  nf  ImudK  an  ordered  hImiII 
nut  oxueed  in  llm  uj^Ti'^utii  $*5,000,1)1)1),  uule*N  |»y  nniUml  agreement  nf 
iho  piirtioa. 

1  ,nr  M.  Mnimii  i., 

Secretary  of  llm  TrciiMiry. 

Aim.  Ib-muoNr  <V  i  •(!,, 

On  bolmlf  nf  N.  M.  UniliKi  iui  n  \  Sinn,  London. 

J.  k  \V\  Hi-i.mman  k  Tn., 

On  lmhulf  of  Smi.iiimam  liimi ur.im. 

Dui:xi:i.,  Moihian  k  i'n., 

On  bolmlf  nf  .1.  S.  Moiiua.v  &  i'n.,  of  l.mulmi. 

MnllTON,  lll.lss  t  'tl., 

l'\»r  iheinmdvcM  and  m-^ncmlem  iim  j ml i i im  1  ubmc." 

By  its  torms  llu>  ennfrunt  lu-uviclcd  for  llm  sale  of  Slli.IHlU,.. 
001),  four  anti  a  Imlf  per  until.,  hmids  nf  llm  Boiled  Mlitles  id. 
pur  in  gold  tuiiii.  Tlin  eniil.riu'.lurs  had  llm  exelnsivn  rigid  In 
auhscribo  for  n.11  in-  any  )iorl ion  of  l.lm  remainder  nf  llm  fmir 
and  a  half  pot-  rent.  lumds,  itimmnfiiig  In  S'J(in,n(l( Tim 
right,  tn  tiirniinafn  thin  nnifnic.l,  al,  any  limn  iiflrr  Man'll  -I, 
1877,  aftovtn.n  days’  nntico,  was  reserved  hy  llm  Boiled  Si nl on, 
Tho  proceeds  nf  llm  hoods  wild  worn  In  hti  »|i|ilind  solely  In  llm 
payment  tif  till)  nix  por  Ctilil:,  fi-iill  IioiiiIm  of  Him  Boiled  Slides. 
No  provision  wits  iniido  in  this  ennl rnel,  fur  llm  iin'iimiiliil inn 
of  cciitt  for  tho  redumption  tif  I’niled  Slides  imlrs.  'Chi'  prneess 
of  refunding  midor  it  progressed  slowly. 

I  foil,  it  tn  ho  iiiiporliuit  Mini.  I  Hlmiild  have  son  in  |inrsnnnl 
roprosontativo  in  London,  In  prnleel.  llm  inlnrnsls  nf  llm  Hulled 
States  in  tho  execution  nf  this  emilmnl,  and,  llmrehirn,  on  llm 
81st  of  Mure.)),  1877,  T.  appointed  Hilaries  l1'.  ('mniiil,  iih  llm 
funding  agent  of  the  Iveusnry  dnimrlnimil,  and  direrled  him 
to  twotmo  tho  general  iitainigemmif  n ml  .supervision  nr  all 
business  in  London,  arising  from  Dio  funding  of  hunds.  A 
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lottor  of  instructions  prescribing  his  duties  was  given  him. 
Ho  was  directed  to  pnrsuo  tlio  samo  genera)  plan  nuclei'  which 
formor  negotiations  liad  boen  conducted,  oxcept  as  modified 
by  those  instructions,  which  were  based  upon  tho  contract 
boforo  mentioned.  All  bonds,  money,  or  coupons  receivod 
by  him  were  to  bo  securely  kept  in  safes,  furnished  by  tho 
department  for  that  pnrposo,  to  bo  deposited  in  the  vaults 
of  tho  Messrs.  Rothschild.  Combination  locks  were  provided 
for  ouch  safe,  ami  no  safe  could  bo  unlocked  except  by 
throo  povsons  on  distinct  combinations,  each  person  using 
a  combination  unknown  to  tho  others.  Ho  was  to  keep  mo 
fully  advisod  of  tho  course  of  tlio  mnvkot,  of  tho  price  not 
only  of  American  securities,  but  of  foreign  securities,  ami  was 
to  receive  the  now  bonds  and  deliver  thorn  to  tho  Rothschilds 
in  exchange  for  the  bonds  rodoomed.  llo  proved  to  be  a  very 
compel', out  and  faithful  agent,  and  furnished  me  important 
financial  information,  which  aided  mo  greatly  in  refunding 
operations,  llis  compensation  and  allowances,  as  well  as 
thoso  of  all  povsons  sent  to  London  in  connection  with  the  re¬ 
funding  of  tho  public  debt,  wore  paid  by  tho  syndicate,  so 
that  no  exponse  whatovor  was  incurred  by  tho  treasury  on 
this  account. 

1  gave  tho  following  notice  to  tho  parties  to  this  contract 
that  t  would,  on  tho  part  of  tlio  United  Statos,  terminate  it. 

TuKABMIY  IJKl'AimiKNT,  ) 

Wash i noton,  D.  0.,  April  0,  1877.  \ 
Gknti.kmv,n  i — I  voooivod  your  friendly  entile  message  of  (ho  lOtU 
ultimo,  uml  return  my  tlmnlcn  mill  hourly  good  wialios. 

I  uni  vovy  solicitous  In  promote  tho  funding  of  om1  six  por  coni.  bonds  us 
rapidly  as  prnotioablo,  and  fool  imlobloil  to  you  for  Iho  nid  you  luivogivun 
in  planing  tlio  four  uml  u  lull f  por  oout.  bonds, 

I  proposo  no  oliango  nl  present ;  but  it  is  my  desire,  if  pmotienblo,  (o 
withdraw  tlio  four  and  a  half  por  oout.  bonds  from  tlio  nuirlcot  and  nnbstituto 
in  their  phioo  tlio  four  por  omit,  bowls  aulhori/.od  by  (lie  funding  not. 

Thoso  bonds,  as  yon  know,  urn  a  very  dosimblo  invostmont,  running 
thirty  yours  from  tho  date  of  issue,  with  ovory  guard  and  sooui-ity  that  has 
boon  given  to  any  bond  of  tho  Unitod  Statos,  and  wo  think  ns  safe  and 
dosirnblo  iis  tho  soonrilies  of  any  othor  mition.  Jt  is  probably  tho  bond  into 
which  nil  iho  debt  of  tho  Unitod  Statos  will  in  limo  bo  converted.  I  hope 
yon  and  your  associates  will  bo  ablo  to  ongngo  with  mo  to  place  this  bond  on 
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the  market  when  $:2(Hll(H)l)1lll)t)  of  dm  four  uu«l  u  half  j>or  emit.  bunde  have 

boon  wM, 

'I’lio  publie  policy  of  dm  United  Slate*  In  resume  apceio  payments  mi  or 
before  dio  1st  of  .liiunury,  IN7U,  in  fully  osliihlished  by  llm  low  and  by  pub- 
lio  opinion.  It  mu v  !»'  llmt  dm  mirpbi*  rewnue  will  lm  Midllcimit  to  enable 
mo  (o  ouny  nut  thin  policy  without  llm  Mile  of  bond*.  I  urn  imlhori/.eil  by 
tlio  rcsuiuplinn  uel  It)  m. ||  live,  four  ii nt I  n  ludf,  or  f*>ur  per  ccnl.  IioihIm  lo 
prepare  for  rosnniplioii,  ami  it  limy  la*  desirable  lo  mo|1  through  the  mliculo, 
umlor  tlinf  not,  u  limited  uiiiounl  of  boiidn,  not  exceeding.  |  hope,  $!IU, 1)00, 
DUO  it  your.  1  do  nut  wish  in  dm  execution  t*f  ibis  duly  (o  tli^l nrl»  dm  ex¬ 
change.*  between  Kuiopn  and  thin  counlry.  l’'or  this  purpose  |  desire  in 
mill  only  llio  four  pur  ccnl.  IioiuIh,  ami  ihumI  noil  at  par  in  coin,  lull  could 
receive  in  payment  coin  coupoiiM  maturing  within  n  limbed  linn*.  I  imii.< 
from  yon  nml  your  iisHneialcM  Mich  suggestiona  and  olTm*  a«  \ on  nmy  diiiik 
proper  to  make  for  dm  purduiM1  of  hiicIi  IumhIh. 

The  oporutioiiH  of  dm  Hymliciilo  Imvc  Imcnmo  mo  impoihoit  t lm l  1  ImVo 
(Inonicil  it  proper  lo  ask  Mr,  ('hurlca  I1',  ('oniinl,  lulu  Ak-umIouC  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  to  lukn  charge  of  dm  Iuihuiomh  in  I  .ondoii  in  finuicciion  with  dm 
gentlemen  already  there.  lie  in  well  informed  u*  (o  onr  laws,  and  I  hunt 
Iii’m  Hcrvicen  may  lm  of  advantage  to  die  government  ami  agreeable  (o  yon. 

I  will  give  my  personal  attention  In  thm  bimiiie- mid  will  receive  willi 
pleasure  any  HUggcslious  from  you  dmt  will  promote  our  common  object. 

Wry  truly,  .Ions  Sin  uiian,  Secretary. 

Mkhhhh.  N.  M.  IbiTimi  iiiM)  ft  Sonh,  l.omtoii,  I'mglaml. 

1  mtoivod  him  following  lollor: 

Ni.w  \'oiu. .  April  PJ,  IH77. 

1  Ion.  John  Siikkman,  S.mrotnry  of  die  Treasury,  NV»*liiuglmi. 

Mv  hi'AitSiu:  I  Imd  an  interview  willi  Mcmum.  Ihexcl,  Morgan  ft 
On,,  mid  conveyed  to  diem  ymir  wishes  respecting  limiting  dm  side  of  dm 
four  mid  ii  liulf  and  taking  lln*  four  per  cent,  bond  in  Inoid  with  lie*  eo- 
bpomlioii  of  dm  Mchsi-h,  Uodisdiild. 

1  told  Mr.  Drexel  dial  you  would  be  happy  lo  hoc  him  and  Mr.  I..  P. 
Morton  in  WiiHliinglnn,  whenever  convenient  for  dmm  lo  go,  nml  dial  mi  n* 
oeipt  hy  ymi  of  fiivoralile  ad\ iei-H  frnin  Mr.  (’ouunl  after  his  arrival  in  l.oii- 
don,  yon  (IcMirctl  (hut  Prexel,  Morion  nml  l  should  repair  lo  Washington,  in 
Oompuny  willi  oilier  leading  members  of  tin*  Kymlienle,  willi  a  view  of  enter¬ 
ing  into  a  contract  willi  the  government,  in  ronfoimily  will,  your  dews  a*  ex¬ 
pressed  to  me,  or  perhaps  willi  smite  alight  uinditlcations,  which,  if  suggested 
liy  tlm  liOndoii  people,  through  Mr.  (‘miunl,  ymi  may  deem  proper  to  adopt, 

I  ahull  Hen  Mr.  Morion  in  die  course  of  thiH  day,  nml  have  no  doubt,  but 
that  he,  aa  well  an  Prosed  and  myself,  will  bn  happy  |/i  aid  you  in  raising 
the  credit  of  <uir  ooinniuii  country,  and  ussjHl  (ho  President  and  vmiin  this 
piitriotio  work,  1  remain,  dear  Mr.  Mforetui-y,  ymim,  very  faithfully. 

■I OH,  SlvUU.MAN, 
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million  ftmv  mid  a  Imlf  per  cent.  bonds  at  put*  in  coin  fop  resumption  pui- 
jiohoh.  A  fuvllmr  noiriitiation  is  ponding  us  (o  tlm  renewal  and  modification 
of  llio  emifmcl,  of  which  1  will  crivo  you  rhm  notice  when  completed.  In 
Iho  moantimo  1  wish  to  lump  steadily  in  view  dm  sale  of  the  balance  of  two 
hundred  million  four  ami  a  half  per  emit,  bonds,  and,  if  possible,  I  wish 
to  make  tho  necessary  culls  during  (his  month  and  next. 

You  can  assure  Messrs.  Hoibschild  of  every  disposition  on  tho  part  of 
the  ^overnnumt  to  meed  their  views,  and  to  extend  (ho  contract  with  dm 
necessary  modifications.  Their  efforts  in  mainlainino-  dm  credit  of  tho  bonds 
and  securing  this  result  will  bo  highly  appreciated. 

1  would  like  to  have  you  write  me  at  least  twice  a  week  us  fully  as 
practicable.  Very  truly,  John  Suruman. 

Mr.  (’.  R  l, Want,  l.omlon. 

Am  tho  process  of  redooming  called  bonds  repnired  a  notice 
of  ninety  days,  I.  postponed  tho  termination  of  the  existing  con¬ 
tract,  until  nftoL'  Clint  period.  My  purpose  in  terminating  t.lio 
contract  was  to  substitute  for  sale  tho  four  per  cent,  bonds  of  tho 
United  States  instead  of  tho  four  and  a  half  per  cont.  bonds.  I 
holiovod  Unit  tho  advancing  credit  of  tho  United  Slates  would 
justify  this  reduction  of  tho  rate  of  interest.  Another  reason 
for  tins  step  was  that,  in  addition  to  refunding  at  a  lower  rato 
of  iulovost,  f  wished  to  cninniouco  preparation  for  the  resump¬ 
tion  of  specie  payments  on  ,'lammry  1,  1870,  according  to  law. 
This  could  only  ho  done  by  tho  salo  of  bonds  for  gold  coin. 
T  rosorvod  the  remainder  of  tho  four  and  a  half  bonds,  amount¬ 
ing  to  $100, (100,000,  authorized  hy  Iho  refunding  act,  for  re¬ 
sumption  purposes  in  oaso  tho  four  por  cent,  bonds  could  not 
ho  sold  at  par  in  coin. 

Another  reason  for  a  e.lui.ngo  in  tho  existing  contract  was 
that  it  gave  to  Iho  syndicate  a.  monopoly  in  tho  sale  of  bonds 
while  T  wished  to  soil  the  bonds  directly  lo  tlio  pooplo.  The 
now  contract  was  as  follows: 

“This  iigri'oniont,  rut  one  1  info  thin  (111,  ilny  of  Juno,  1.S77,  between  tho 
fseorrtiiry  of  iho  Trensury  of  I  In,  Knitoil  Klulos,  of  (lie  firsl  purl,  mid  Messrs. 
August  Ilolilioht  ('o.,  of  Now  Yurt,  mi  liolmif  nf  Messrs.  l\.  M.  ifutlisellild 
&  Suns,  of  l.oluloil,  Engined,  mill  iissooiutes  illicl  tliomsoivos  ;  .Messrs.  Drexoi, 
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Morgan  ft  On.,  nf  Now  York,  im  la-half  nf  Mussra.  ,1.  S.  Multan  ft  Co.,  t,f 
l.nitiion,  unci  (lu-nisalvos  ;  Miwu*.  .1.  ft  H\  Suli^iJian  ft  On.,  uf  i\\-w  York, 
oil  bel.ldf  nf  Messrs,  Si'lijrtiiiin  Itinllu-iM,  nf  Loudon,  and  (liuinsalvus  ;  Messrs. 
Morton,  IJliss  ft  On.,  nf  Now  York,  im  lu-linlf  nf  Messrs,  Morion,  I ft  On,, 
of  I.omNm,  anil  thoinaulveH ;  and  llio  l''i rnl  jNiiliniml  Hunk  nf  dm  oily  nf 
Now  York 

“  WitimsM.Mli :  Thai  tlm  said  Messrs.  Aliens!  Melmniil  &  ( nil  haltalf  nf 
Mukhin.  N.  M.  Hollisi-lnld  ft  Hons,  uml  im-meiules  and  llu-nisi-lvas,  hereby 
Hirin'  to  pnrolmso  from  ilm  Srrrelury  of  (In'  TreiiMiiry  nf  (|n« 

boiid.H  known  us  tlm  four  par  nnnt .  emmals  id  Ilm  1  bubal  Slulcn,  issued  under 
tlm  uotH  of  July  M,  IH70,  January  UM,  IH7I ,  uml  <1  mum  r v  II.  IH7fi,  uml  I  hut 
Mosurn.  Droxnl,  Morgan  ft  tin.,  mi  behalf  nf  Messrs.  .1 .  S.  Morgan  ft  On., 
uml  llmniHolven,  upyeo  In  |,mrlniHn  §'i,OM'J,rit)()  <if  said  bonds,  and  Hint  Messrs. 
.).  ft  W.  Soli^nnun  ft  On.,  on  behalf  nf  Messrs.  Si'li^iinui  Ibotln-rs.  mid  litem* 
aolvoH,  iigron  to  pnrelmno  $l,l)(V4,ril)U  of  said  bonds,  uml  dial  Mmimi,  llliss 
ft  Oo.,  on  bolmlf  of  Mushm.  Morton,  Hose  ft  On.,  nod  diomselves,  u^roo  (,, 
piirolmKo  $-1-, (1(12, fiOM  of  said  ImumR  and  dial  die  l''iml  Nuiiniml  Hunk  nf  dm 
oi(.y  of  Now  York  u^reo  In  pun-lniso  $!i,riUO,HIH)  nf  said  bonds,  inuUtM^r  ,, 
lotul  n^Ti'nulo  of  $2ii  ,0(10,1  HID  of  said  110111111,1111  Ilm  torniH  mnl  enndi(iii|in 
following : 

k'lml.  Of  (ho  said  itjft'rojpilo  unmnni  iin(  more  f Icon  $f>, 000,(100  shall  Im 
Hold  for  resumption  purposes,  tlm  roiimiiiin^  $20,000,000  in  In,  Hold  fur 
funding  purposoH,  and  siimeribrd  for  by  (Im  parties  nf  dm  seroiul  nmi  dur¬ 
ing  tlm  inonlliH  of  July  and  Au^nsl,  I  Hr/. 

Sni-ond.  The  purlieu  of  dm  Himniid  purl  hIuiII  have  din  etehmivo  ri^lif  (n 
Mibsorilio  in  (ho  sniim  proportion  In  rarli  nf  llu>  mihseriherH,  fur  tlm  re- 
nmimlor  of  ilm  four  per  omit.  eoiiHols  of  dm  l  billed  S(u1rH,  nr  any  portion  nf 
siiid  eonsn|s  aulliori/.i’d  lo  bn  issued  by  dm  nets  ,,f  toneless  aforesaid,  by 
tfiviiitf  notion  llmreof  in  (bn  Seen-lnn*  uf  I lio  Treasury  on  nr  Imfnrn  do'  llOlli 
day  of  .Imtn,  IH7H  \  1ml.  dm  parly  of  dm  llrsl  purl  reserves  dm  ri^ld  In  for- 
miimto  this  uontmi.t  at  any  (ium  ufior  tlm  Uhl  day  of  I meember,  IN77,  by 
tfiviiitf  lim  duyu’  notice  llmreof  to  dm  i.iirlms  nf  tlm’si . ml  pnr(. 

Tliirtl.  Tlmt  tlio  Seerolury  nf  Urn  Treasury  shall  not  sell  for  resiiinj.fiiui 
purposes  exciwdintf  ffvo  milliuiiH  per  iimulli  duiintf  dm  mmlinummo  nf  (bin 
oontiimi,  except  by  inuluul  a^ri-amenl  nf  (Im  parlies  herein,  Wlmn  subs.-rip 
tioim  urn  nmdo  for  otlmr  limn  n-simiplion  purposi-H  by  dm  jimlioH  of  dm  soo- 
oiul  part,  tlm  nuvly  of  tlm  Ural  pail  ulml)  iaMim  oallHnf  ovmi  ditto  with  said 

Hidmodplionn  for  (Im  wlompficm  of  an  mpml  a . mil  of  nix  porm-ul.  f. 

bonds  of  tlm  IJnitod  Staloa,  im  pi-nviilml  for  in  miid  n«-l  nf  July  l.‘l,  !h7U. 

b mirlh.  '.rim  pardon  of  dm  Hnnniid  purl  u^roo  to  pay  for  said  four  par 
cmnl.  bondH  pur  and  intorosl  imorund  lo  tlm  data  nf  uppl'ic-ulioit  f.,r  dolivl-ry 
of  Hiiid  bondH  in  ^old  ouin,  iimlurod  l/nifnd  SbitoH  ^nld  roiu  r.uipnim,  nr  mi'y 
of  dm  nix  par  cmnt.  lamdn  cidlod  for  ri’daiiipiinn,  nr  in  { f ui ( .<t  1  Million 
K‘>ld  oorlillontoH  of  dopoait  innimd  umlor  tlm  ii«-t  of  Miuvb  Ik  IHMH,  \sidi  (Im 

nndmHlanditm  (hut  paytimnl  lo  dm  oxtoiil  nf  ilm  ilium . .  any  anil  hball  l.a 

madn  within  ilm  limn  during  wbiab  auali  rail  almll  nmlura  :  /Y.mnA »/.  Thai  if 
tho  jiarlios  of  llmHuuond  purl  shall  idarl  so  lodn,  limy  may  huvn  tlm  privila^a 
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of  uuiking  any  of  said  subscriptions  payable  specifically  in  uncalled  six  por 
uunt.  5-20  bonds  of  tlio  United  Statos,  in  which  case  tho  Secretary  of  tho 
Troasnry  may,  to  the  extent  of  sucli  payments,  omit  tlio  calls  montioued  in 
condition  No.  8. 

Fifth.  The  parties  of  tlio  second  part  shall  receive  in  coin  a  commission 
of  ono-lmlf  of  one  per  cent,  on  all  bonds  takou  by  them,  as  allowed  by  the 
act  of  July  14,  1870,  and  shall  assume  and  defray  all  expenses  which  may 
bo  incurred  in  sending  bonds  to  London  or  elscwhcro  upon  their  request,  or 
by  transmitting  bonds,  coupons,  or  coin  to  the  tronsury  department  at 
Washington,  including  all  cost  of  making  the  exchange  of  bonds,  and  shall 
also  bo  charged  with  the  cost  of  the  preparation  and  issuing  of  the  bonds. 

Sixth.  No  bonds  shall  be  delivered  to  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  or 
oithor  of  them,  until  payment  shall  havo  been  made  in  full  therefor  in 
aocovdanco  with  tlio  terms  of  this  contract. 

Seventh.  During  the  continuance  of  this  contract  any  sales  of  bonds  or¬ 
dered  by  tlio  Sccrotary  of  the  Treasury,  by  authority  of  law,  shall  bo  made 
through  tlio  parties  of  (ho  second  part,  who  shall  bo  allowed  thereon  a  com¬ 
mission  similar  in  amount  and  subject  to  the  same  deductions  as  prescribed 
in  the  fifth  clause. of  this  contract. 

Eighth.  It  is  also  agreed  that  the  pnrtios  of  tho  second  part  shall  offor  to 
the  people  of  tho  United  States,  at  par  and  accrued  ini  orest  in  coin,  the  four  por 
oont.  registered  consols  and  four  por  cent,  ooupon  consols  of  tlio  denomina¬ 
tions  of  fifty  dollars  and  one  hundred  dollars,  ombrnood  in  this  oontraot,  for  a 
poriod  of  thirty  days  from  tho  publio  notico  of  such  subscriptions,  and  in  such 
oitios  and  upon  such  nolioo  as  tho  Secretary  of  tho  Treasury  may  proscribe 
prior  to  tho  opening  of  tho  lists,  and  furthor,  to  offer  to  tho  subscribers  the 
option  of  paying  in  installments  oxtending  through  three  mouths. 

JonN  Sherman, 

Secretary  of  tho  Tronsury. 

August  Belmont  &  Co-, 

On  behalf  of  N.  M.  Rorusciin.n  &  Sons,  of  London, 
And  associates  and  thomselves. 

DliJiXKL,  Mohgan  &  Co., 

On  behalf  of  J.  S.  Morgan  &  Co.,  of  London, 

And  thomsolvos. 

J.  &  W.  Skmgman  &  Co., 

On  behalf  of  Skuoman  Brothers  and  themselves. 

Morton,  Buss  &  Co., 

On  behalf  of  Morton,  Rose,  &  Co.,  of  London, 

And  themsolvos. 

Tine  First  National  Bank 

op  the  city  or  New  York. 
By  II.  C.  Fahnestock. 

Witnesses  ns  to  all : 

R.  C.  MgCohmiok. 

K.  J.  Baiujook. 

13y  this  contract  tlio  syndicate  was  to  take  $25,000,000  of  the 
four  pei1  oont.  bonds  lit  par,  ov  in  exchange  of  six  per  cent.  5-20 
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liomls.  Of  this  sum  §fi,0(ll  1,(1111)  in  gold  coin  was  in  Im  (in  id  lu  1 1  in 
Ireusury  fur  V('Hiini]>l inti  purposes.  'I’lm  eigldli  seel  ion  whs  a 
new  provision,  and  V(M|iiil(nl  llio  syndicate  in  nirnl-  In  i  In'  people 
of  If  10  United  Stales,  itf  pit  rand  iicci-ilotl  iiilei'esl  in  enin,  I  lie  four 
por  cent.  liimils,  for  a  |u'i-i<nl  of  thirty  days,  in  sneli  cities  and 
upon  khc.Ii  notice  its  I  Ini  Seri-clurv  of  ( lie  Treasury  might  pre- 
scrilin. 

Tho  result  of  this  <,onl incl.  was  not  only  In  save  one-lntlf  nf 
one  per  eon  I-.  on  Mm  animal  inleresl  of  (lie  Iannis  redeemed,  lint 
til  so  popularize,  tlm  loan  Hint .  witliin  it  brief  Jierind  I  was  aide 
to  tmiiiiinlo  Hie  coni  met  nmirding  In  ils  lernis,  and  In  Hell 

tlio  four  par  taint.  Iionds  directly  In  I  lie  . . pie  at  pur,  wit  limit  a 

conmiissiim,  of  tilt)  aid  nf  a,  syndicate. 

.1  wrtiUi  Mr.  (Jonnnl  its  follows: 


'CaiMaeaY  IlmunaM',  I 
Wamiiiniiiiis,  May  111,  IS77.  J 

III!, Ill  till.  ( In, VAST  :  Vain-  I, 'll, S'  ef  III,.  Hill,  is  lvi.„iv,.,l.  Si,,,.,,  ii„ 
diitn  miitlni'H  lii.r,,  iiiivn  , filing, -d  gmilly  tin-  lla.  Iii.ilnr.  nail  I  Imv..  mud,.  Iwn 
(Hills  Ini'  leu  liiilliiilm  iiucli. 

Tlu'i'i'  is  n  Htimig,  hli'in (y  ,l,'ii, mill  I,,,,  i, nr  IiuhiIh,  unit  I  Imv,. 
but  tlin  twn  liaiiilii.il  iiiillimiH  fimr  nail  n  Inilfh  will  In,  (.y|iiiii-l,.il  ||„, 

lilt  nf  .Inly,  when  llniy  will  111'  Willi, Innva.  Tin,  pimpnel  „f  plueinyh  (|„,  f,,„r 

]mr  lit, al.  IiiiiiiIh,  i'(i|iilin'iii'ia((  .Inly  I,  i»  y„yy  gnnil.  I  Inn . iiliiiiidi'il  in  tl„i 

Byinlii'iili'  II  pnipiwiiina  in  miliHiiiii'n  i c. |iii rflijf  tln'in  (,i  ndie  twenty  ||y„  mil 
limiH  filin'  per  I'i'iil h.  (hiring  July  innl  Angiint,  nf  wliii-l,  Hr,.  i„i||i,'„i«  wj||  In. 

fin-  nin(iiii|i(ii,ii  |iiii|,„hi'H,  will,  li  M  i|  in  In  |  ic  ,n  i|,„i  ir  i  |,„y  „  ||f|y  i„i||i,„,H 

lulilitimml  in  S,.|,l„,i,l,„i'  mill  (li'tiiln.i-  ll„i  I'lialrin't  will  in.  ,. x I i-m 1  in  .line 

aniy  I,  IH7H,  llv„  i,,i||i„ii»  „  . . .  |,„  „|>|,|i,.,i  f,„.  ,.,.»m„pd,m 

I  iln  mil  j,l'ii|K,mi  tn  vary  I'sm-iil ially  finn,  l|,„  j ,n.j„ mil i, ,n.  |  I,,,,,.  ,ij,,.(]t>.r 

affiil'  lilimiht  im  giuul  fmiii  <il Imr  |nn lii-H,  Inn  |  1,,,| a,  ,i,,| | i„.,, 
olTnm  inlii  u  iiimlilli'il  hyinliciili.,  inn),  if  p,,K»j|,|,.,  ivh.'n,.  ll,„  rielil  In  mdl 
btillilH  lit  imr,  in  ciiiii  III-  i'i'iil)  It . In,  III  ]i,.|-hi,nM  win,  ill, Illy  ,lir,',-tly  l,, 

mi,  fnv  iuK'IiiiiiKi,,  giving,  linw'i'Vi'i',  Iln,  nyln lii'iili,  |l„,  hull  . . 

mismiiii.  W,i  will  imimiiliii'iilily  r, •(]„,.„  d,,.  ,.„„t  ,,f  | 

eiio-liiiidi  ef  nail  pur  in.nl.,  k„  I  lint  dm  ,'„inni,iling  |„nli„M  will  Inn,.  „  r,.in.'„ii 
nbly  Imr  y„„imi»Hi,„i.  I  nmulivuily  nmiavil  „f  ninny  r„l . .  d,i.li„nil„  wlmu 

cH'iir  „ir,m„l,  will,,,., I  ll,„  Hill  „f  l|,„  nymli.-n,,..  i,,  . .  If 

wrong  nmmgh  Ui  „ml„rl,.lt„  tl„,  i.lm-ia^  t|„.  I„n„l«  ,u,.„  widnnil  Mmirnid,  if 
tlioy  will  ant  iifii'im  tn  renmiimlilii  Ini  am.  If  I  K,„.ur„  ||„,  (1,.tiv,.,  |„.„i|y 
onlljiimilinii  „f  nil  ||„,  l„.lfi,m  win,  wihl,  In  nngug,.  i„  Mailing  ,|„. 
tlioy  will  bo  iinnlcat  will,  u  I'l'iihnimlili'  priillt,  Iln.  iipni'iilimi  i,f  fninliiii;  |.|m 
go  on  HO  rapidly  llmt  limy  might  In  bn  witihllod  with  tin,  jirtilll  tli,.y  will  nialti'. 


The  prospects  horo  iiro  favorable  for  a  good  crop  in  all  the  states  of  the 
Mississippi  valley,  but  there  will  probably  be  a  bad  crop  in  California. 

What  we  must  do  is  push  the  loan  so  that  it  will  be  an  established  suc¬ 
cess  before  tho  meeting  of  Congress.  If  you  can  succeed  in  inspiring  tbo 
Kothschilds  to  aid  this  purposo  f  am  sure  of  success.  My  proposition  has 
boon  sont  to  them,  and  1  was  advised  would  be  answered  by  telegram  about 
this  timo  ;  but  by  the  l  nth  I  hope  to  havo  the  arrangements  completed. 

If  upon  receipt  of  (his  letter  thoro  is  anything  of  striking  interest  affect¬ 
ing  the  loan  you  may  cable  me. 

All  well  in  tho  department.  Matters  aro  going  along  quiolly  and 
steadily.  Very  truly  yours,  John  Sherman. 

Eon.  Ciias.  h'.  Co.va.nt,  London. 

This  letter  lie  received  a, bout,  the  time  tho  now  contract  was 
executed.  I  subsequently  sent  him  the  following  cable  telegram: 

Washington,  June  9,  1877. 

Conant,  London  : 

Contract  of  August  24,  1870,  closed  now  four  and  a  half  pov  cent,  bonds 
at  $200,000,000.  Now  contraot  twenty-five  millions  four  per  cent,  bonds 
talcon  firm.  Particulars  by  mail.  Sueuman. 

Two  (lays  later  I  received  a  reply,  as  follows: 

London,  Juno  11,  1877. 

Sherman,  Washington  : 

Congratulations.  Kothschilds  request  mo  to  say  (hat  it  is  important  for 
this  mnrkot  that  the  public  subscriptions  in  America  for  four  per  cents,  should 
be  a  success,  and  this  will  make  the  markot  for  London.  N.  M,  Kolhschild  & 
Sods  hope  Suorotary  of  tho  Treasury  will  adviso  that  bunks  subscribe  immedi¬ 
ately.  J.  S.  Morgan  &  Co.,  N.  M.  Kothsohild  &  Sons,  think  subscription  should 
bo  opened  soon,  in  view  of  preparing  London  market.  Conant. 

This  new  agreement  gave  at  once  a  groat  impetus  to  the 
new  loan  in  all  parts  of  tho  United  States,  ns  well  as  in  London. 
Tho  following  lottovs  received  indicate  this: 

JIUIHMIASTS’  NaTIONAI.  Hank,  \ 
Cr.Kvi;r,AND,  O.,  Juno  11,  1877.  [ 

Eon.  John  Sherman,  Sooretary  Treasury  United  Sditos. 

Dear  Siu  : — Wo  learn  that  you  proposo  to  offor  to  the  public  a  cortain 
portion  of  (ho  now  four  por  cent,  loan  for  a  limited  timo,  tho  amoirnl  sub¬ 
scribed  to  bo  paid  in  gold  at  tho  par  value  of  tho  bonds. 

This  bank,  being  a  public  depositary  of  tho  government  of  the  United 
Statos,  shall  bo  glad  to  further  your  plans,  and  aot  as  agent  for  the  sale  of 
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such  portion  of  the  loan  hh  yon  may  nnggonl,  «»d  ‘‘iidouvor  to  givo  it  mirli 
publicity  aa  would  umnivn  tlm  mdo  of  n  portion  of  thono  IioiuIm  in  thin  part 
of  Ohio. 

Wis/iing  you  hucuom  in  llm  ofTorl,  J  loinibn,  vary  loxpootfidly  und  truly, 
T,  1*.  *  1 1  a n t > v i  IWidont. 

Timjahuuv  I>i;i’aut.mi:nt,  .Iiiiio  |5j,  1H77. 

John*  1\  Hunt,  ICmj.,  l’hiludolpliin,  I’u. 

Silt:-  Your  nolo  in  rotioivod.  Thn  doparlinont  will  ho  happy  to  ivuoivo 
youv  Kuhauription  in  u  abort  tiino.  Tho  IioiuIh  uro  not  piopiirod,  and  tho 
treasury  regulations  for  tho  popular  anbseriptioii  oaninit  ho  iasuod  for  a  fow 
diiya,  wluui  a  oopy  will  la*  aont  you. 

it  la  flio  purpoao  to  giro  you,  and  all  otlior  oilizou*  of  tlu»  Ihhfod  .Staioa, 
nil  opportunity  to  Huhserihn  at  Homo  nuivoniout  jdaoo  in  l he  oily  of  your  roa* 
idonoo,  to  lai  designated  in  duo  tiino,  roipiiring  only  a  miiuII  deposit  at  ilio 
time  of  subscription,  und  allowing  the  privilogn  of  paying  at  any  liuto  within 
ninety  daya  thereafter. 

Tho  hnnda  will  hour  data  (la<  lal  of  July,  and  will  ho  aold  at  par  in  coin 
and  iiooruing  interest  lo  (Into  of  payment. 

Vary  tvapool fully,  .Ions’  Sui  iimas,  Seoivlury. 

('mihmipomitoons  will*  ill  is  nmlmrl.  for  .selling  |||0  four  j,(M. 
rent.  bonds  Cor  gold  roin,  Uiovo  appeared  in  llm  New  York 
“Tiiuos”  asuggnsUnn  that  llmso  IioikIm  could  ho  puid  in  silver. 
Homy}1'.  Itaich,  Assistant  Secretary  of  I  ho  Treasury,  in  a  pub¬ 
lished  lota*  of  Clio  datoot  .Inna  ( I,  usserlei!  his  (ipinion  1  hut  I  ho 
bonds  issued  nmlor  ilio  tir.l,  til’  .'Inly  I d,  1870,  fur  refunding.  worn 
rodoomuldo  in  tioin  of  Urn  standard  value  al.  Hull,  dull*,  und  t  hut, 
“as  it,  cannot  lio  known  what  bunds  have  been  Iniusferred 
si ii co  tho  art  of  IH7I1,  all  hondH  midnr  the  tud.  uf  l87l)  iiiiihI.  hn 
paid  in  gold  coin  of  thn  slautlartl  value  nann‘tl  in  ihn  itrl  nf 
1878.” 

I  rocoivod  ft  lota'  from  Mwnih.  Selignmn  &  f'o.,  inclosing 
tin  oxbiuub  from  tho  Now  York  “Times,”  ns  follows  : 

N  i:w  Y< > 1 1 k ,  .Iimik  I'.’.  I.S77. 

Hon.  .InilN  Sukuman,  Soorodiry  nl  llm  Tr.-n«iirv,  Mbmlunutmi. 

IIkah  Mil.  SlnoiKTA it v :  Wn  (n  ini.jiiM-  u  ulmrl  .'.llli.ru. I  nrlii'lii 

whioli  iipjKAirnil  in  in.dny’n  Now  York  ’  Tiini'H,'  wliioli,  I . inn  fn.in  „  ,{..,,.,1,. 

linnn  papor,  limy  fri^liUm  invoMmn  in  mir  mnnlrv  iiml  nln-niul.  I iili.||i,;cnt 
pooplo  know  llmt  you,  nir,  no  wnil  on  IVonnbml  linyi-M,  nri'  hinmil  .ni  (in'  nil’ 
vnr  qnnnlion,  nml  ynl  it  mny  it|i|u>«r  lu  you  j.r..[n  r,’  ninl  liiKliIv  inlvnnlii^..nini 
lo  tho  |iruni|it  murkolinf.  nt  llm  [onr  |mr  oonl.  1h.ii.Ih,  (,i  .lihiilnmn  tlu.-r  wlm 
Imvo  boon  loll  In  boliovo  tlml  llm  I’nwilnnt  itnrl  pm  hmr  llm  . . mli/.in« 


“  In  a  dispatch  reooivod  by  tins  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  yesterday  from 
Mr.  Conant,  the  syndicate  agent  in  London,  it  was  stated  that  tlio  contract 
touching  the  four  per  cent,  bonds  is  well  received  in  London,  and  tlio  new 
bond  bids  fair  to  bo  the  most  popular  of  American  securities.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  the  bond  lias  many  advantages  both  for  homo  and  foroigu  invest¬ 
ors.  It  lias  only  ono  point  of  weakness,  and  that  is,  that  if  tlio  silvor  ring 
should  succeed  in  getting  an  unlimited  issue  of  legal  tender  silver  dollars, 
this  bond  would  be  payable,  principal  and  interest,  in  that  coin.  Shrowcl 
men,  who  know  what  silver  1ms  done  and  is  liablo  to  do  in  the  way  of  ups 
and  downs,  will  take  this  fact  into  consideration,  and  the  government  will 
ultimately  bo  compelled  to  do  tlio  same.  At  present  tbo  strength  of  tlio 
silver  movomont  is  estimated  to  bo  small,  but  if  this  estimate  should  provo 
to  be  mistaken,  the  now  four  per  conts.  would  suffer.” 

Mr.  August  Belmont  wrote  mo  a  letter  upon  this  subject  of 
the  date  of  June  14  th,  in  which  he  said : 

“  Permit  mo  to  add  a  fow  words  to  the  letter  of  my  house  of  this  day,  in 
order  to  urge  upon  you  the  vital  importance  of  an  official  expression  of 
yours  ocox  your  own  signature,  in  the  souse  of  the  letter  of  Assistant  Secre¬ 
tary  French,  published  in  this  morning's  papors. 

“You  are  placed  at  this  moment,  by  a  largo  portion  of  your  political 
friends,  in  a  somewhat  similar  position  as  the  late  Mr.  Chase  was  by  the 
attorn pt  of  Thud.  Stevens  to  have  Congress  pass  a  law  to  deolaro  the  princi¬ 
pal  of  tlio  5-20  bonds  paynblo  in  currency. 

“  Mr.  Chaso  took  the  bull  by  tlio  horns  by  declaring,  ovor  his  own  signa¬ 
ture,  that  the  principal  as  well  as  tho  interest  of  the  5-20  bonds  wore  paya¬ 
ble  in  gold,  the  faith  of  the  United  States  boing  pledged  to  this  by  the  tacit 
understanding  of  tho  government  and  its  creditors. 

“Nothing  has  reflected  more  credit  and  ronowu  upon  that  groat  states¬ 
man —  then  as  prominent  and  favored  a  son  of  the  noble  State  of  Ohio  as 
you  are  to-day  —  and  nothing  more  offcotimlly  paved  tho  way  to  (ho  great 
work  of  reducing  tho  burden  of  our  peoplo  by  lowering  our  interest  ono- 
third  than  that  expression,  sanctioned  and  confirmed  by  subsotpiout  enact¬ 
ment  of  Congress  in  1800. 

“Yon  will,  in  my  opinion,  insure  the  sucoess  of  your  financial  measures, 
and  add  greatly  to  your  high  and  prominont  political  position,  if  you  will 
unocjuivooally  deolaro  that  tho  funded  dobt  of  tho  government  can  only  bo 
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mloom.vl,  pi'ini'i|m]  im<l  inliwl.  i"  ft"'1'  ll"l>  "lllil 

. . Iiy  ilm  inuliiiil  <-c.nv.-nt  Cit  till- Kri-ut  . . .  imli.nii*  of  I lu. 

Unilwl  SIiiIch,  Kni'lunil,  Krnmv.  nml  In'inmiiv.  llu1  mImt  <I..IIi.i  mti  unly  In. 
ni.cnplml  u»  mi  nuxiliury  Mim.liml  f"r  llu>  . . >1  “l  f i m-t ii «iml  iiiil..|>ti.iliii.i.H," 

To  tliin  I  lwliod  an  fnllmvs: 

Tla-.Anl'UV  Itri-MUMI'.M.  I 
W.\hJI|.S(i'HIS,  .hum  IH,  lS“l7.  \ 

])KAU  Slit:  Yimr  private  m>le.  the  l«-llor  of  your  linu,  nu«l  one  from 
Mown-s,  Seligmiui  &  Un,,  ashing  me  m  nmh"  a  (mhliv  statement  umm-  my 
own  signature,  similar  to  that  of  Mr.  Kronoli,  are  icreived.  I  Imtegiiru  lo 
lliia  iiiijiorliint  suggestion  tlm  most  serious  consideration,  mul  hu>c  como  In 
(Jio  llnu  {•nm-limiim  that  Modi  im  m  l  <m  m\  part  would  bo  inexpedient,  and 
defeat  tin'  very  object  you  Ini vt»  in  vii«w.  As  n  purely  i*\i»»*t»li\ «*  (‘Hirer,  I 
luivo  no  power  lu  jiiiHH  n poll  llu'  i|iii-Mlinn  mooted.  My  attempt  to  ilu  mu 
would  ill  mien  unite  nil  those  wliit  am  soi/cd  willi  lliia  inniiia.  mnl  (hove  win. 
oppuno  oxiamlivo  oiieiimelimenl  upon  legislative  power.  Il  would  ereule 
excitement,  perMiuml  and  pulitiral  iihinmsitics  would  mingle  willi  il,  ami  it 
would  tend  morn  I  him  anything  else  lu  defeat  Urn  siicees'i  nf  (In*  loan.  I  him 
quite  nun'  lliia  would  lie  llio  m.mill. 

Ah  lo  \vlu<llu>r  (Mtigross  or  the  people  would  over  underlain'  lo  pay 
either  principal  or  interest  of  (ho  hooded  dehl,  and  especially  (he  hoods  sold 
ainuo  IH7H.  in  ailver,  l  have  a  llnu  conviction  llml  the  question  will  mwer 
Boriomdy  ho  rained,  These  bonds  will  he  |mhl,  principal  nml  interest,  in 
gold  uoiu.  T'lio  peiiple  of  the  United  Stales  have  always  heen  extremely’ 
Henaitive  Ha  lo  the  puhlie  credit.  They*  never  have,  for  the  sake  of  an  appar¬ 
ent  pmlll,  yielded  any  ipieslion  involving  llie  puldie  honor. 

The  great  Hiiliafaelinii  that  will  arise  from  llu*  funding  of  (he  loan  at  a 
low  rale  of  inlcrcM,  together  willi  (heir  strong  House  ot  puhlie  honor  and 
public  faith,  will  iilwaya  Heelin'  llu*  payment  of  these  linuda,  principal  and 
iutereai,  in  coin. 

Purlieu  or  faeliona  may,  tor  a  time,  raise  and  eonlesl  questions,  hut  they 
are  hut  bubbles,  and  will  puna  away,  mid,  lilm  all  other  ipieslioiiH  involving 
the  pnhliu  ei'edit,  will  he  rightfully  Mettled,  in  due  lime,  by  t ‘digress  and 
the  pimple. 

Nothing  would  ho  tend  lu  disturb  lliin  result  an  lUiaulliori/ed  '  thesi  s,1 
or  (lognuiH,  hy  an  oxeeutive  ollleer,  upon  a  qucutinii  purely  legislative  or 
judiaial.  Indeed,  it  may  he  that  too  much  has  already  heen  said  nl»mi  this 
matter  hy  holh  the  I’roHuIcnt  and  myself, and  I  assure  you  that  you  will  have 
no  oeeaHiou  lo  ho  diHlurhed  Iiy  anything  truthfully  reported  of  either  of  ns 
hereafter.  Tim  belter  way  ia  lo  move  right  uhaig,  making  your  own  Male* 
moots,  and  if,  at  any  time,  I  see  a  proper  orrasion  fur  a  strong  expression  of 
my  opinion,  I  will  give  il. 

Please  show  this  to  Mr,  Selignmn,  ittid  Hindi  of  your  associates  as  you 
deem  proper,  tm  an  ntmw-er  to  all.  Very  truly  yours,  John  Shckuan. 

IluN.  Aikiuht  Bki.mont,  New  York. 


UO  JUl-ilN  OUlliJtM/UN.  OYV 

Tho  uow  loan  was  promptly  placed  on  the  market  on  the 
14th  of  Juno  by  the  following  circular  lottev  signed  liy  the 
mombers  of  the  syndicate  : 

Under  the  authority  of  a  contract  with  the  Secrotary  of  the  Treasury, 
tho  undersigned  hereby  givo  notice  that  from  tins  date  until  July  10,  at  .S 
p.  in.,  tlioy  will  reeoivo  subscriptions  for  tlio  four  por  cent,  funded  loan  of 
(be  United  States  in  denominations  us  staled  below,  at  par  and  accrued 
interest  in  gold  coin. 

Tho  bonds  arc  rodeomublo  after  thirty  years  from  July  1,  1877,  and 
carry  interest  from  that  dale,  payable  quarterly,  and  aro  exempt  from  the 
paymoot  of  taxes  or  duties  to  tlio  United  States,  as  well  as  from  taxation  in 
any  form,  by  or  under  state,  municipal,  or  local  authority. 

Tlio  interest  on  the  registered  stock  will  bo  paid  by  cheek,  issued  by  tho 
treasurer  of  the  United  States  to  the  order  of  the  holder,  and  mailed  to  his 
address.  Tho  chock  is  paynblo  on  presentation,  properly  indorsed,  at  tlio 
olficos  of  tho  treasurer  and  assistant  treasurers  of  (ho  United  States. 

Tho  subscriptions  will  he  for  coupon  bonds  of  $50  and  S3 (00,  and  regis¬ 
tered  stock  in  denominations  of  $50,  $100,  $500,  $1,000,  $5,000,  and  $10,000. 

Tlio  bonds,  both  coupon  and  registered,  will  bo  ready  for  delivory  July 
2,  1877. 

Forms  of  application  will  bo  furnished  by  the  treasurer  at  Washington, 
tho  assistant  treasurers  at  Baltimore,  Boston,  Chicago,  Cincinnati,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  S(.  Louis,  and  San  Francisco,  and  by  tlio 
national  banks  and  bankers  generally.  Tho  applications  must  specify  (ho 
amount  and  denominations  required,  and  for  registered  slock  the  full  mime 
and  post  oflioo  address  of  the  person  to  whom  tho  bonds  shall  bo  made 
payable. 

Two  per  cent,  of  tho  purohaso  money  must  accompany  tho  subscription. 
Tho  remainder  may  bo  paid,  at  tho  pleasure  of  the  purchaser,  either  at  tlio 
time  of  iho  subscription  or  at  any  time  prior  to  October  1(1,  1877,  with  inter¬ 
est  added  at  four  por  cent,  to  date  of  payment. 

Tho  payments  may  bo  made  in  gold  coin  to  the  treasurer  of  tho  United 
States  at  Washington,  or  assistant  treasurers  at  Baltimore,  Boston,  Chicago, 
Cincinnati,  New  Orleans,  and  St.  Louis,  and  to  the  assistant  treasurer  at  San 
Francisco,  with  cxchango  on  Now  York,  or  to  either  of  tho  undersigned. 

To  promote  tho  convenience  of  subscribers,  tho  undorsigned  will  also 
roooivo,  in  lieu  of  coin,  United  States  notes  or  drafts  on  Now  York,  at  their 
coin  value  on  tlio  day  of  receipt  in  the  city  of  Now  York. 

August  Bki.mont  &  Co.,  New  York. 
Ditiixi-x,  Morgan  &  Co.,  New  York. 

J.  &  W.  Skugamn  ,t  Co.,  Now  York. 
Morton,  Bi.iss  &  Co.,  New  York. 

Fiiist  National  Bank,  Now  York. 
Dkkxkj,  &  Co.,  Philadelphia. 


June  10, 1877. 
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A  few  ilny.4  luU'V  1  wrolo  Uni  Following  Intli'r: 

Tiuiam'uv  Ditautmiint,  ) 
Wahiiinuton,  I  >.  (b,  Jnim  Id,  IMm.  { 

Hi u : -  •  Voiir  letter  t*f  (lm  INtli  instant,  in  wliirii  yon  impdio  whether 
tho  f,nir  per  emit.  bonds  now  lining  mild  by  tlm  nmvermimnl  an*  payable, 
principal  and  interest,  in  ^r<*M  min,  is  reneived.  Tim  subjeet,  from  its  ^reat. 
importuned,  1ms  demanded  and  reeoived  eutvfnl  eotisideiadon. 

Under  lawn  now  in  have,  (Imre  in  in*  min  issued  «»r  issuable  in  which 
llio  principal  »»f  dm  four  per  cent.  bonds  in  redeemable,  or  dm  interest  paya¬ 
ble,  nxeopt  the  kr,dd  roins  of  the  United  States  of  (In*  standard  value  li \i*« i 
by  ItuvH  in  fonm  on  dm  l-ltli  of  .Inly,  IN70,  when  dm  bunds  were  midiuiivrd, 

Tlm  government  exacts,  in  exchange  for  these  I . In,  payment  al  pur 

in  Ktiuii  ^nld  coin,  and  it  is  not  to  Im  anticipated  that  any  fidnio  h-jos 
Intioti  of  Congress,  or  any  action  of  any  department  of  dm  t*rnrtii<icl , 

would  sanction  or  lolomli'  dm  redemption  of  dm  )iriimi|>al  <.f  .  In. min,  nr 

dm  payment  of  dm  interest  dmreon,  in  min,  of  less  \alim  dam  dm  min 
nudiori/i’d  by  law  id;  dm  (inm  of  dm  issue  of  dm  bonds,  beiutf  dm  min 
exacted  by  (Im  jnivermncnl  in  exchange  for  dm  same. 

Tim  essential  clement  of  i/noi/  J'tiifh,  in  ptrNeiviup'  (In*  m|indiiv  in  'aim* 
between  l!m  coinage  in  wliirii  dm  f,r"veiimmut  receives  and  dial  in  which  ii 

pays  these  bonds,  will  bn  sacredly  observed  by  dm  jpivcummid  ami  do*  | . 

pin  of  dm  United  Stairs,  wlialnvrr  limy  Im  da*  Mslrin  of  coiuapc  wldrli  dm 
gmwrul  pnliny  of  dm  nation  limy  at  any  time  adopt. 

This  priimipln  is  imprnssnd  ti) ion  tlm  tn\l  of  dm  law  of  Jnl\  I  I.  IsUb 
under  winch  tlm  four  par  omit,  bonds  am  issued,  and  requires,  in  dm  opin- 
ioii  of  dm  nxmuidvn  dn|mi'!nmiit  of  dm  ^ovcrtnucul.  dm  i oiloinjit it*u  of  dm**n 
bonds  aial  tlm  payment  of  tbnir  intnrrst  in  <’oin  of  mpml  wdim  with  tlml 
which  tlm  ^nvniimmnt  rcenivns  from  its  issue. 

Vnry  respectfully,  .Ions  Sil  1:11  man.  .Sviotnry, 

UiiANois  ().  l'’iiKN(!ii,  Ksij.,  Hi  llroiidway,  Nnw  York. 

Tlw  HiiliWTilil.inilH  wmi  lulicii  in  oycry  |niil.  of  I |u>  Pnilrd 
State,  anil  within  tliirl.y  ilityn  $117, mill, (Kill  with  litlmii  in  Ibis 
country  ami  $111,11(10,(1011  in  Kiiio|ii>,  ninliini'  $77, Hull, (Kill  ;.,dil. 
Thin  sum,  whim  ivpiili.irl  In  llm  jmynmnl.  t>[  llm  nix  |ht  wnl. 
lilimls,  limilo  an  iiminitl  saying  In  llm  ii<-..|.l..  ..r  llm  l',.ili'<| 
Stilton  ot  $1,000, IKK),  Sini'n  llm  1st  of  Miii.-h,  |S7",  llmro  hint 
boon  sold  umlni.'  (ltd  reftindhiu  art  $1:10,11110,111111  r.inr  n ml  n  Imlf 
poi'  emit.  linmls  ami  tlml,  aiiiiiiint  id  six  |mr  rnnl,  IhiimI-i  ivns 

paid  <>rr  mill  ciuic.nlml,  Unis  wiyiitK  In  llm  . . |.|..  ,,r  llm  I'nilnd 

Statos  $11, (120, (Kill  in  I'nin  mil'll  ynnr.  Tlm  iikhi'i'kiiIi1  iviliml  inn 
of  interest  by  both  oltissos  nf  bninls,  fi-nui  Urn  1st  nf  Mnrcli  to 


Hie  close  of  the  popular  loan,  was  S3, 581, 000  a  yoar  iu  coin. 
This  was  regarded  as  a  great  success. 

Early  in  July  I  sot  out  on  tlio  revenue  cutter  “U.  S.  Grant” 
on  a  visit  ot  inspection  along  tlio  north  Atlantic  coast,  accom¬ 
panied  by  tlio  chief  of  tlio  coast  survey,  tho  secretary  of  tlio 
lighthouse  board,  tho  superintendent  of  the  life-saving  service, 
and  tlio  chiot  of  the  rovonuo  marine  sorvico,  and  also  by  Webb 
Hayos,  tho  son  of  the  Presidont.  Wo  visited  the  life-saving 
stations  along  tho  Now  Jorsey  coast.  I  was  deeply  interested 
in  this  sorvico,  which  I  regard  as  tho  most  deserving  humani¬ 
tarian  branch  of  tlio  public  sorvico.  We  also  visitod  some  of  the 
leading  lighthouses  along  the  coast  and  tlio  principal  custom¬ 
houses  botwcon  tho  Cliosapealco  Bay  and  EastporL,  Maine.  We 
wore  everywhere  received  with  great  kindness  ami  many  social 
courtesies  wore  oxlomlcd  to  us,  especially  in  Now  York,  Boston 
and  Portland.  This  outing  was  a  groat  relief  from  the  close 
conliutimeiit  I  had  undergone  since  tlio  4th  of  March.  The  in¬ 
formation  I  gathered  as  to  tlieso  branchos  of  tho  service,  with 
which  I  had  not  previously  had  much  acquaintance,  was  of  great 
valuo  to  ms.  Snell  trips  are  somotiines  treatod  by  the  press  as 
“  junkoting”  at  tlio  public  oxpenso.  This  is  a  groat  error.  Each 
of  us  paid  his  share  of  tlie  expenses  and  tlio  vessel  only  pursued 
its  usual  course  of  duty.  I  was  brought  into  close  associa¬ 
tion  with  those  subordinate  officers  of  the  department  and  be- 
camo  informed  of  thoir  duties,  and  their  fitness  for  them,  and 
was  ouablod  to  act  with  intolligenco  on  thoir  recommenda¬ 
tions. 

Tlio  only  unpleasant  incident  that  occurred  oil  tlio  trip  was 
tlio  miming  of  tlio  cutter  upon  a  rock  upon  the  coast  of  Maine. 
This  Impponod  iu  the  afternoon  of  a  beautiful  day.  All  tlio 
gentlemen  with  me  and  tlio  officers  of  the  vessol  were  on  deck. 
The  various  buoys  were  being  pointed  out  and  a  map  of  tlio 
channel  was  lying  boforo  us.  Some  mention  was  mado  of  a 
Imoy  that  ought  to  ho  near  the  place  whore  wo  wore  t.o  mark 
tlio  location  of:  a  rock,  but  none  was  found,  and  suddenly  we 
hoard  tho  scraping  of  tho  vessel  upon  the  rock.  Tho  cutter 
trembled  and  careened  over.  The  captain  was  somewhat 
alarmed  aiul  turned  the  vessol  toward  the  beach,  where  it  was 


speedily  examined  and  I'mmd  1 1>  In'  Hinnmvhiil.  injured.  We 

ascertained  nllnnvnviln  dial,  llm  Imny  Imd  I . .  displaced  hy  a 

storm  imd  Mint  a  vessel  was  then  mi  ils  way  In  replace  i(.  The 
siukiui?  of  the  liivmitm  cidler  “  d.  S.  liriinl"  mis  ri> [>i >rl cd  in 
tlio  luin.'iiuif'  dispii.to.ho>;  and  oreiiled  smno  c>im>nl- ;  lint,  i  Im 
vc, 'imd  did  niit  sustain  any  Hiihslnnliiil  injury.  \Yn  dninydd-  il. 
Post  t.o  leave  it  fur  a  limn  In  Im  lliurnnj,dily  I'Miinincd  ami  re¬ 
paired,  and  leek  imnllier  venae!  tu  rmn|de(e  nuv  journey  lu 
dual, pert,  die  nordii'iiHlern  |uirl,  id  die  dniled  Mliilcs.  I'Vmn 
tlumc.e  Wehli  llayeH  and  niy.aelf  returned  In  I'nrllmnl  and 
rresacd  ever  te  lliirlinyden,  Ynrmmil,  en  l.nke  l'luiin(dnin,  end 
freni  tinmen  went  In  Mn inlet'll,  wliere  we  renniined  a  few  days, 
and  then  returned  In  Wushint’tmi  im  Ihe  iidnd  nf  .Inly.  \Ve 
pnaaod  through  llaltiniere  un  die  day  Hie  riels  neenrred  in  1 1  ml. 
city,  and  sunn  after  heard  ef  die  much  mere  diuti'mims  nut- 
hrenk  in  I’illshnrg. 

On  the  Util  id'  August  I  wrnle  In  Mr.  I'eniild.  ns  fnllews: 

«  Vdiir  ln(lt>i‘ of  llio  "dlh  ultimo  in  ivivivml.  You  mu  hitfoly  any  In  (Im 
Afoasru.  Itollim-MM  dial  llm  Mlviltm  havo  lulully  diw'nmii'rtml  willi  dm 

junvorunmnl,  linl  jjrnw  jiiindy  mil  of  u  miiitmol  Imlwn’ii  (In*  of 

loading  liunH  of  railway  ami  lln»ii*  i’iii|iloyi'H  mt  lo  mlm  « if  |my. 

“'I'lio  railroad  nnti|iiiiiirH  liavo,  for  mwral  ymins  i'oni|n'li'il  willi  cm  li 
ollmr  in  ii  wry  improvident  ami  rnoldoHH  way,  ami  urn  now,  ami  have  hern 
for  noum  lime,  eurryintf  freight  for  Iran  limn  roM.  Thin  lnoi  ruined  a  lar^o 
reduction  nf  (Im  iml  inrnnm  nf  I'oimIh,  him  1ml  lo  die  loan  of  dividend*,  and 
now  In  llm  rndimlion  of  wa^en  of  employe*  lo  laleN  Meurrrly  hullleioiil  lo 
HUppnrl  life.  llmu'n  dm  Minion. 

"Tim  ^ovoninmiil  him  limm  it|i|imdml  (<i  hy  holli  railroad*  ami  NlriitoiH,  hy 
hluloH  mid  liy  eilirH,  for  relief,  and  him  pmmplly  extended  il  in  ewry  )iro|mr 
rime,  and,  williotil  nlieddiiij{  lilood,  lam,  in  ewry  mom,  Hiipprrwd  dm  riol, 
and  muinlaiimd  (In'  prime,  no  Had,  dm  pmvernmeut  in  vmtlly  Hlroii^or  hy 
rmiHon  of  (lioHo  uiifnrtuimlr  rwnln  limn  Imforo.  I  do  iml  ohnerw  that  any 
ohun^'o  lam  hern  niiuln  hy  ihmti,  I'illmr  in  dn<  price  of  UhuIh  or  in  llm  prim* 
of  tfnld,  nor  in  llm  payment  of  KuliMeriplioim  lo  four  per  end.  l*omln. 

“No  olTorl  in  made  lo  aril  llm  humlx  now,  nor  do  I  euro  in  pu.«M  din  home 
market,  until  onoutfli  ImndH  urn  Mold  ulmmd  In  |iro\ido  for  mill'd  IioiuIh 
abroad. 

“The  inoiilh  < if  An^imt  nnml  iirerMHiinly  Im  a  languid  oim,  and  I  do  not 
(ulvifio  any  tmumial  nlforlM  lo  form  salim. 

uYimr  HUpplommlid  cipher  wim  received  uftur  your  lelejrruiu,  liul  wiih 
soon  found  anil  disput'd)  mado  out." 


I  no  doubt  was  mistaken  in  the  effect  of  the  strikes  upon 
our  public  credit.  From  that  time  forward  for  many  months 
thore  was  scarcely  any  sale  of  government  bonds  at  any  price. 
The  contracting  partios  informed  me  that  no  bonds  wore  then 
selling  in  tho  markot  and  that  in  Now  York  thoy  were  a  trifle 
below  par.  Practically,  for  the  remainder  of  the  year,  govern¬ 
ment  securities  wore  groatly  affected  in  price  and  value. 


(Ml APTKK  XXX. 

I’OUOY  m>‘  Til  M  liAYKH  ApMINIMTUA'I’IdN. 

Uocojitinn  at  My  Mom"  In  MiiiihIMiI  -  •Uiv.-n  by  I'rl.-ml"  ltm.i,<iil\v  ul  1'mt.v-  - 
Itiii-nritn-i'il  liy  My  UM  Krlnnl  mid  I'mfimr  ll.  iu.v  ('  llodmm  )  IU'j»ly  h.v  Iliviirjx 
n  IldHtuud  of  llm  I’nnl'Hlrt  In  HtmOi  I'niulimi  mi. I  l.uuUloim  In  H.-Hd"  Who 
WUh  (jovt'fiuii' —  J’iihUIoiih Tala'ii  b.v  I'H'Milonl*  lb  mb  ami  llnyi*.  in  Tin  hi- 

l‘iml,fH|H"~My  I'laiia  (<■  Hn’urn  llm  llr*um|.iinii  ni  . . nl* 

Kff.-olM  of  a.  l>c*|ir<H<futi  cl  I’ai'ivurv  —  lhifii*  uf  tin*  Norrohir.v  uf  I  In- 
Trrmn»ry~Two  Modi*  ul  lb*MiimliiK-'My  MumUlobl  Hunvli 
l'llnlwl  ThrmiKlmiil ■  (In*  (Munlry  ami  In  1‘nKlmul-  I.H 
leva  l.o  Nuihliw  MiUIIihwh  and  (humml  ilnliliinnii-  Mar 
Ih-font  In  Uliin  —  An  Kxlra.  H«wdnn  nf  I’.m ituw- 
lljlla  [idrodnranl  lo  lh‘|»''ul  Ilia  Art  ITuyIiIiiik 
fill-  llm  lhniun|iiIon  uf  H)nr|n  l'n.vm«*iii » 

Tlmy  .Ml  l*’iill  of  iSmmm*'*-  1'oi'uhvr 
Halincii|illon  of  llnmla  All  I'alil  for. 

AJKH1']1  Um  I1H.1i  of  August  1  nnulo  my  mmnl  vi^Vl  In  my 
lmnin  at  MiuiHlhdd,  Noun  aflnr  my  ttirivul  I  i-n- 
mvi'd  (lit'  following  inviliitiou,  hi^ucmI  l»y  u  groat 
mi  m  I  km'  nf  my  iioighlmi'H  und  fi*ii*udn,  wiflmul  roMporl 
to  party,  oxproNHing  a  domvo  to  (oudor  mo  it  rooopl  inn  : 

Hon.  iToiin  SuicUMAN. 

Dmaic  Slit : ■  Tim  umlniulgnud,  your  Iosviimiuoii,  ami  follow  niti/om* 
of  Hiohlnnd  nounty,  <Wiro  U>  givo  you  wmin  nmnifoMiulion  of  tlm  vary 
high  rogurd  in  whioli  wn  liold  your  puhlio  Horvioim.  Wn  nro  glad  tu  know 
dint  you  uro  pnimiUod  in  again  !m  at  yum*  own  lumm,  and  fur  u  work 
or  two  mingln  with  iik  in  p.II  tlm  unroHlrniimd  fionduiu  of  frii'in Im  and  Iowiim 

Finnnoiul  and  nllior  pnblin  (pmHtioiiH  nro,  howovrr,  of  impurluu.-n  in  n* 
always,  and  rapiminlly  now.  Wo  rnrngni/.n  your  groin  ability  ami  lung  rx 
perioium,  and  ouunol  Init  think  llml  mi  oxpivwMon  of  your  viuwa  on  thorn* 
tjuo.stumH  will  hi\  vory  highly  ptiml  by  llm  pouplo  of  (Ibio,  immpm'livo  uf 
party.  Wn  ihornforn  drain*,  with  your  xuimlion,  nil  humio  day  during;  llm 
noxt  wtmk,  to  givo  yon  a  hourly  wrlronin  lo  your  old  homo,  ami  Hindi  bo 
glad  to  liuvo  yon,  on  llm  oooauion,  givn  yuur  viow*  on  llm  pnl.lio  ipioMiiniix, 
now  of  snob  vast  iinportnruni  lo  nil.  Willi  mir  kimlost  loganlx,  wo  nro, 

Voiir  frirmla,  rlo.,  rto, 
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I  replied  as  follows: 

M ANSFl  ICLD,  O.,  August  13,  1877. 

Gj:ntlk\i i:n‘  : — J  received  will]  much  pleasure  your  kindly  letter  of  tins 
lOtli  inst.,  signed  by  so  many  of  my  old  friuuds  and  neighbors  in  Mansfield, 
and  nssuro  yon  of  my  high  appreciation  of  your  generous  words  of  courtesy 
and  regard. 

J  always  return  witli  satisfaction  to  my  homo  on  iho  western  slopes  of 
our  little  city,  and  always  enjoy  llio  fresh  air  and  picturesquo  country  around 
us,  but,  more  than  all,  tho  cordial  greetings  of  old  friends,  with  whom  I 
have  boon  acquainted  since  boyhood.  It  will  give  me  much  pleasuro,  at 
auy  time  or  place,  to  meet  you,  and  to  speak  to  you  on  current  public  ques¬ 
tions,  and  1  venture  to  name  noxt  Friday  evening. 

Very  truly  yours,  John  Sir i:ii man. 

The  gathering  was  one  of  the  largest  that  had  come  togethor 
in  Mansfield  for  years.  The  evening  was  delightful,  cool  and 
balmy,  a  bright  moonlight,  adding  attraction  to  tho  scone.  A 
stand  decorated  with  flags  had  been  erected  near  tho  center 
of  the  park,  with  seats  in  front,  and  lights  gloamed  on  oitlier 
hand.  I  was  introduced  to  the  audience  by  my  old  friend 
and  partner,  Henry  0.  Hedges,  whose  remarks  were  too  flatter¬ 
ing  for  me  to  insert.  In  closing  lie  said  : 

“  Regarding  you  as  our  friend,  our  neighbor,  our  townsman,  wo  aro  glncl 
and  rejoice.  Wo  woleomo  you  homo,  though  your  stay  may  be  only  a  fow 
days,  and  wo  sincerely  trust  that,  rested  by  your  stay,  you  may  go  back  to 
your  work  roinvigorated,  and  that  frequently  wo  may  have  the  pleasure  of 
your  temporary  visits,  and  in  tho  futnro,  when  your  labors  aro  fimshod, 
among  us  you  may  spend  your  old  ago,  honored  and  happy.” 

As  my  speech  expressed  my  views  upon  important  ques¬ 
tions  of  that  time,  I  think  it  well  to  embody  extracts  from 
it  as  part  of  the  history  of  the  then  recent  events,  and  my 
anticipations  for  the  fntnee  : 

“Tho  kindly  words  of  welcome  uttered  by  my  friend  and  associate  of 
man)'  years  move  mo  beyond  expression.  They  recall  to  mo  tho  scone  of 
the  early  time  whon  T  eamo  to  Mansfield,  thon  a  scattered  hamlet  of  about 
1,100  inhabitants,  without  pavements  and  without  any  of  the  modem  conven¬ 
iences  of  oitios  and  towns.  As  Mr.  Hedges  has  told  you,  vory  many  of  those 
I  thon  mot  hero  are  dead  and  gone.  1  was  a  boy  then.  A  generation  1ms 
passed  away,  and  tho  sons  of  those  1  met  then  as  citizens  of  Richland  county 
now  fill  phuios  of  trust  and  responsibility.  1  have  every  reason  in  the  world 
for  being  strongly  attuohod  to  this  town  of  Mansfield.  You  have  always 
been  kind  to  me.  Here  I  studied  law,  here  I  practiced  my  profession  for 


Kl'.t  iM.i.iui  nn'tn 


8t'V«‘ml  vi'iirn,  IiiMi*  l  nnirrmil  my  wifo,  u  mitivo  of  your  town.  Imro  I  jmvn 
livotl  L'Vi'i- filin',  niul  ulii'ii  llii**  lunrlul  ruil  plmll  r-loi nH,  lu'ro,  prole 
ably,  will  my  body  rost  with  your  fathom,  Kill  p«i*h*u  nm,  follow  oitiyom*, 
if,  llildur  tin*  kind  Wurdn  of  WolroNio  of  \  mir  hpolu'-'limii,  m\  old  and  huiinrod 
frii'iul,  Mr,  Uudgon,  I  hud  fnrgoltmi  that  wi>  uro  hot  lima  hmioh  to  oxnliiihgo 
courti'nion,  but  tu  dimum*  gruvo  iimtlor*  of  far  mom  iinporiumv  thuii  llm  lift* 
or  iiminnrii'n  of  mi  individual. 

"  111  doing  an  I  win])  it  dintim'llt  iliniointoud  (bull  (  wpouk  for  luyaolf  t'iuiii', 
ii h  ii,  I'iti/.i'ji  of  Ohio,  to  yon  my  follow  oilivnn**  nu<l  my  hoigbbor*,  to  whom  I 
urn  umlor  tin*  higlmxt  obligation*  of  grulitmh*  mol  dui\ . 

“'riu*  IWidont  luilhnri/oil  Hu*  to  mo v  oho  thing,  and  «*in*  thing  unl\ ,  fur 
him,  uinl  in  bin  mium,  unit  (but  in  Hint  all  n-j,. >r t-'  that  impm.*  t>,  bun  mn 
purtmipntiuii  wlmti'Vi'r  in  llm  iioniiiiutioh  of  randidatn**  on  non  M«io  liohoi. 
or  any  ilrain*  or  pm  puna  to  inlhmm  u  in  rmy  way  tin*  r.ouatonid  noht««i  in 
Oliio,  urn  ultorly  gmmidh'M. 

"Timm*  uru  your  limtlorM,  nml  I  ••mi  m**uiro  \»*u  for  him,  (but  bo  ibn-i  not 
tvtul  will  nut,  mlorpom*  In  uuy  wmU  oouto-a  botwiM-u  poluntd  frwud**. 

14 Vein  nil  know  timl  I  nm  now,  uinl  lm\o  I . ii,  waimh  uttai  hi  d  tu  llm 

lli'publii'iin  pmly,  1  boliovo  in  it*  priimiplu*  nml  Imiior  it**  work,  W'itli 
my  n(i'unj^  cuiivmtiutiH  I  fould  not  oonooul  ini  purlbmn  buo*.  or  hi\  oarm-xt 
Ii[>|i0  fur  tin*  Mii'i'i’HM  i if  (bo  ]{i*|*nblii'iiii  party,  but  tin*  Mibjuul.t  of  wliiob  I 
intoml  (u  1‘i’i'iik  to  you  to-night  will  m*t  Imul  mo  to  wa\  noo  b  of  foruioi* 
pnlilii’id  Hlrngglua,  or  to  light,  our  obi  batllo*  nior  again,  but  obiotl\  tu 
dmoumi  tin*  lu'tuul  udimiiixtrutivu  ipWHiiuu*  uf  tb«*  du\  an  i1u*\  luuo  iumi*n 
HiiiiM*  tin*  -Itb  uf  Miih'li  hint,  niiil  in  nil  of  wliiob  ton  iiro  ubko  inturo'*tod, 
wbutlmr  yuimmy  oiill  yonrm*|\oM  Itopuldiomm  or  I  lonioorati.  A**  to  thorn* 
(jUi'HlioiiH  1  winli  fairly  to  uppoid  to  tbo  ounHor  nml  g.n*l  jinlginoiit  of 
hoimat  limn  of  butb  |mrl inn,  only  imking  for  llm  iiilnouo'trnli*ui  of  Uromdoiit 
Uuyi*H  tlml  ouiiHiib'niti*  olnirity  of  judgiimiil  wliiob  mn*.t  bo  oxtomlod  to  nil 
liummi  ngniitH. 

"Wlion  Mr.  ilnyuH  wiiM  imitigunitud  mm  l‘n*«idoiit  lm  fouml  ihirtt  *i\ 
HtnliiK  in  tlm  fill)  nml  mmuiitonto'I  oxoroim*  of  all  tin*  pouoir*  of  ntnton  in  tin* 
Union.  In  two  hIiKum  only  llmro  woro  ooiiioht**  im  to  win*  two*  go\ornor. 
Until  i-niitoHls  Inul  nxihti'il  from  .boiimry  to  Murnh,  I  S')  7,  wlub*  tiunond 
(limit  W’lm  I'l'Cniib'lit. 

11  in  Snntli  ('ninliiiu  (luvornnr  ( '•Iminborhiiu  obtiim-il  to  bnvn  boon  olootud 
on  tin*  Ki*|>iiblicmi  tii’kot,  mul  tb-nortil  Hampton  on  tin*  I  lomooiutio  tmkot. 
'.rim  l'n>Hi(b«iit  in  not  nuub*  tlm  judgn  uf  svlu*  ih  oloot*'il  guvnriiur  of  n  xtuto, 
mul  mi  nitompt  to  oxnroim*  mmli  u  pownr  would  bo  u  ]>biiu  not  of  immj»iilioii. 
Tho  coiiHtitutiou  of  South  Curoliini  ix  numb  liko  that  of  ( lino.  Tbo  ooiint  of 
tin)  voti*  wan  to  lm  uiiulo  by  tin*  ^oiiornl  iiHMnmbly  r*f  tbo  Muio,  I'nfnrlii 

lintoiy  for  Climiiborbiin  ti  nuntrnllin^  ipmxlinn  in  tin*  mnluM.  Inul  Ii . 

(looliluil  ii^uiimt  him  by  u  Hi*|iiiblii!uu  umirt,  mul  lm  wim  only  kopt  in  ponm-H 
sion  of  (bo  Htiitn  bomm  by  llm  nuliml  proHuimn  uf  Unitod  Stutox  tronpx  in  tbo 
building.  I  To  bud  npponlod  iiguin  nud  nguin  to  I’roHiikmt  Cr  rani  to 
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rocognizo  him  ns  governor  find  to  givo  him  tho  aid  of  Federal  troops  in  tho 
enforcement  of  his  claim,  which  Goncrnl  Grant  had  rofusod,  seeking  only  to 
presorvo  the  publio  pcaoo. 

“When  President  Hayes  was  inaugurated  both  contestants  woro  called 
to  Washington  and  both  were  patiently  heard  and  the  questions  presented 
woro  patiently  and  carefully  examined.  The  President  held  that  u  caso  was 
not  presontod  in  which,  under  tho  oonstitution  and  the  laws,  lie  was  justified 
in  using  tho  army  of  the  United  States  in  deciding  a  purely  local  elootion 
contest.  Tho  soldiers  and  bayonets  of  tho  United  Statos  woro  then  with¬ 
drawn  from  tho  stato  house — not  from  tho  state,  nor  tho  capital  of  tho  state 
---but  from  the  building  in  which  tho  legislature,  that  alone  could  lawfully 
docido  this  contost,  must  meet.  This  was  all  that  was  dono  by  tho  Presi¬ 
dent,  and  Govornor  Chamberlain,  without  further  contesting  his  claim, 
abandoned  it  and  loft  the  state. 

“I  say  to  you  now  that,  strongly  ns  1  desired  tho  success  of  Govornor 
Chamberlain  and  tho  Republican  party  in  South  Carolina,  the  President  had 
not  a  shadow  of  right  to  interposo  the  power  of  tho  army  in  this  contest,  and 
his  attempt  to  do  so  would  have  boon  rash  and  abortive  as  well  as  without 
logal  right. 

“Tho  case  of  Louisiana  was  far  tnoro  difficult.  Tho  local  returning 
officers  of  that  stato  had,  aftor  a  full  examination,  certiJlod  to  tho  elootion  of 
tho  logislaturo,  allowing  a  Republican  majority  in  both  liousos.  This  had 
boon  dono  by  excluding  from  tlioir  return  tho  votes  of  certain  parishes  and 
ccmntios  whoroin  intimidation,  violonoo  and  fraud  had  provailod  to  an  ox- 
tout  sufficient  to  change  the  result  of  the  ('lection.  1  was  present,  at  the 
roquest  of  Gonoral  Grant,  to  witness  tho  count,  and  I  assure  you,  as  I  Imvo 
said  officially,  that  tho  proof  of  this  intimidation,  violonoo  and  fraud,  extend¬ 
ing  to  murder,  cruelty,  and  outrago  in  every  form,  was  absolutely  conclusive, 
allowing  a  dogroo  of  violonoo  in  some  of  those  parishes  that  was  moro  revolt¬ 
ing  and  barbarous  than  anything  f  could  coneoivo  of.  It  was  plain  that 
tho  returning  officors  hud  tho  logal  right  to  pass  upon  and  certify,  in  the  first 
instance,  who  woro  olootcd  members  of  tho  logislaturo,  and  that  llioy  woro 
justillod  by  tho  ovidonoo  in  excluding  bulldozed  parishes,  but  it  was  oqually 
oloar  that  tlioir  return  was  not  conclusive  upon  tho  tnombors  olootod,  and 
that  oaoh  house  had  tho  constitutional  rig) it  to  pass  upon  tho  rotmns  and 
olootions  of  its  tnombors,  and  to  sot  aside  tho  action  of  tho  returning  board. 
Tho  two  houses,  wlion  organized,  had  also  tho  power  to  pass  upon  tho  re¬ 
turns  of  tho  olcotioti  of  govornor,  and  they  alone  and  no  ono  olso.  Neither 
tho  President  of  tho  United  States  nor  tho  returning  board  Inis  any  power  or 
right  to  pass  upon  tho  election  of  govornor.  And  hero  tho  difficulty  in  tho 
Louisiana  oaso  eommoncos. 

“Govornor  Packard  contonds  that  a  majority  of  tho  two  houses,  as  duly 
returned,  did  pass  upon  tho  oleetion  of  tho  govornor,  and  did  return  that  ho 
was  duly  olootcd,  but  tins  was  stoutly  donied  by  Govornor  Niohols.  This 
vital  point  was  strongly  assorted  and  doniocl  by  tho  advorso  partios,  and  tlio 
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lotfiHluturn  of  Louisiana  divhhd  into  two  lm*.tilu  hodioM,  holding  sopuraln 
tiossidiiK,  oaoh  assorting  it h  Infill  powor,  and  di-nowuoinj;  tin*  *»t li»*r  us  rolml** 
m,(|  tmitm-H.  t I Whanl  and  his  ridlud  uj ••  >n  ) *r»**«i« t<*ii I 

(jhint  for  llm  aid  of  tlio  arms  In  j»m  down  insmio.inm  mid  donn-Mm  vio- 
hmoo ;  and  lmro  I  oonfoss  (hat  if  I  hud  boon  t 'i unload  ».f  tbuioinl 
Cinmli  l  would  liuvn  ivon^ui/od  I’uoloird  urn  I  suxiniimd  him  wit  li  tho  full  possor 
of  tho  tfoimml  My  iirtmiK..  fooling,  oumu.il  In  tin*  ulrooitm*  in 

Louisiana,  nmv  lmvo  unduly  inlluoiiood  nm.  Hut  t  bmorul  l  Irani  did  not 
think  thin  was  hia  duty.  I  *1“  ii"t  uriiioisi*  hi**  notion,  tint  mils  Mult*  (h<* 
furls.  Hi*  would  mily  maintain  tin*  pruoo.  Ilo  would  mo  io«ok;ni/o  I’uok 
aid  us  ^nViTiior,  l»nt  J  know,  wlmt  is  now  an  opoii  srriot,  tin*  Hhnujj  honl  of 
h’m  mind,  mid  id  mu'  liniu  his  di'm-imi  was  t«»  wuhdtuw  tin*  tmop**,  in  v»*»*i . 
niy.o  .Niolmla  and  thus  nml  thin  dmi^'rous  oontoM.  II**  •  1 1>  1  not  >h>  thi«,  hut 
kojit  tho  piston, 

“Jllll  during  thosn  two  liionlliH  tin*  wlmlo  roii'lilion  of  affairs  hint  slowly 
olinn^i'd  in  Louisiana.  Tho  ^ovovtmmnt  of  I'luduiul  had  dwindlod  u\\u\ 
until  it  lind  Hoimmly  u  shadow  of  stron^th  or  anlhoriu .  i*\t*<*|*i  at  tin*  statu 
houso,  whom  it  was  uphold  hy  fodoml  husoiml*'.  Tin*  povornumul  of 
Niulmla  had  nxtomlod  its  authority  ovor  tla<  slulo  mid  was  iu  full  r\hh*mo 
UH  Urn  <(cj\tr(u  jfoviM'mm*ut  of  Louisiana,  swpportod  hy  tho  ^rmit  body  of 
tho  whito  moil  and  m-iiilyall  tho  woallh  and  inl.dlij.miu.-  of  I  hr*  statu,  and  hy 
llm  tim'd  mu | ii i. -h<-. •m*i*  nf  a  hu^i*  portion  of  tho  oolorod  | >| .1**.  soon*  of 
whom  do*orlod  1'iii'kaid‘s  hupslutnro  and  ohtorod  that  of  tiosoinor  NioladM. 
Tim  ihduy  and  liositiitinM  of  (lonorul  1 5 rant  laid  boon  fatal  to  1'uokurd,  and 
wIiom  Iluyos  hi'oamn  iVoxidrnt  tin*  pruotioal  «pu"*iion  was  jm.. alls  ohmi^'sh 
Olio  tiling;  was  dour,  that  u  In^ndaturi'  Inal  hnon  duty  oloomd  in  Nosomhor 
[troviiniH,  and  was  thmi  in  nxiatoimo,  ilinutfli  sopurntod  into  (wo  parts.  If  tho 
moiiihm-H  lawfully  oloulod  could  ho  oomonod,  llms  ah'iio  could  dooidr  tin* 
i|iloHtion  of  who  was  ^cuvrnor,  without  tho  intonoiition  of  troops,  and  thuir 
dcnimon  oonld  hi'  supporlod,  if  imoossury.  hy  (ho  pvnoiul  pus  dumont. 

"Tim  most  anxious  ooiisidonilion  was  jrisvu  to  litis  ipii-siiou.  I  Jus*  and 
woolen  of  anxious  dolilmralion  woio  ^ivon  to  it  by  tin*  President  ami  his 
oaliinot.  Hut  ono  way  xnoiund  <>| o*n  for  it  pom-ofnl  solution,  and  that  was  to 
j^athor,  if  possihh',  a  sin^lo  lo^islaturo  that  oonld  ho  r>-i  o^ni/od  as  tho  do 
poaitury  of  llm  roprosoiitativo  will  of  dm  p»oplo  of  l.niii»iami.  If  this  oonld 
im  donu  it  had  (ho  iim|Uoxtimiod  ri^ht  to  dooido  who  hn*l  boon  olm-tml 
^dVornor,  and  all  ollmr  ({iiostiouH  would  xotlln  themselves.  To  aid  in  this 
ohjoot,  a  oominissiou  of  Iho  most  oiuinonl  niou,  hij/li  in  position,  from  differ 
out  xtu(oH,  and  distin^uishi'd  for  judicial  imparlialils .  was  o.<h*<  ( •-. (  and  llm 
roHiilt  in  known  to  all.  I’lmy  wont  to  Louisiana,  mid,  with  ^rmil  dillh-oliy, 
brought  tojjnUmr  tlioso  liostdo  h'^islnluroa  svlimh  mol.  ortpini/od,  protnptls- 
aottlod  tho  ipmstioim  in  disputo  in  fuvur  of  dm  ^nv.*imnonl  of  Xi.-|o>ls,  noil 
tluiB  imdod  thin  most  dtui^onma  ^•ohlrovor«y,  fs'o  odmr  olnui^o  svas  nuulo, 
no  othor  art  doim  c‘Xcoj>t,  wlmu  tho  solution  wna  almost  noi’oiuplishod,  tin* 
fow  Iroo^Mswhiuh  hud  ouonpiod  llm  atato  lumso  svoro  svidulmwu  a  fosv  aipiaros 
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away,  to  their  barrnoks.  Tims,  in  this  peaceful  appeal  to  the  logislnturo  of 
Louisiana,  this  controversy,  which  not  only  ondangorod  the  poaoo  and  safety 
of  this  stato,  but  tho  peace  and  safety  of  the  whole  people  of  tho  United 
Slates,  was  settled.  This  is  the  sum  and  substance  of  all  that  was  dono 
in  tho  southorn  policy,  as  it  is  culled,  of  tho  President. 

“Perhaps  1  ought  to  state  that  his  policy  has  u  broader  motive  than  a 
mure  settlement  of  a  local  olootion  contest.  U  seeks  to  bring  tho  north  and 
south  again  into  conditions  of  harmony  and  fraternity,  and,  by  a  frank 
appeal  to  the  gonerous  impulsos  and  patriotic  fooling  of  all  classes  of  pcoplo 
in  tho  south,  to  secure,  not  only  peace  among  themselves,  but  tho  equal  pro¬ 
tection  of  tho  laws  to  all,  and  security  in  tho  enjoyment  of  political  and  oivil 
rights. 

“No  doubt  the  result  in  Louisiana  unused  some  disappointment  to  many 
Republicans  throughout  tho  United  States,  who  deeply  sympathized  with 
thoir  Republican  brothron  in  that  stato.  In  that  feeling  I  did,  and  do, share, 
and  yet  X  feel  and  know  that  every  stop  taken  by  President  1  layos  was  right, 
in  strict  uooorduime  with  his  constitutional  duty,  and  from  the  highest  mo¬ 
tives  of  patriotism.  Some  are  foolish  enough  to  talk  of  his  abandoning  the 
colorod  people  and  their  constitutional  rights.  President  Ilayos,  from  his 
early  manhood,  has  boon  an  anti-slavory  man  ;  his  lifo  was  hnporilcd  on 
many  battlefields  in  tho  groat  cause  of  liborty,  ho  sympathizes  more  and  will 
do  moro  for  tho  oqnal  rights  of  the  colorod  pooplo  limn  thoso  who  falsely 
accuse  him,  and  I  boliovo  this  day,  that  tho  policy  he  lias  adopted  will  do 
moro  to  soouro  Iho  full  practical  enforcement  of  thoso  rights  than  tho  employ¬ 
ment  of  an  army  tenfold  greater  than  tho  army  of  tho  United  States.” 

In  this  speech  I  stilted  tho  tuition  I  proposed  to  talco  to 
secure  tho  resumption  of  specie  payments.  The  plan  was  exe¬ 
cuted  in  all  its  purts  by  mo,  and  my  remarks  may,  in  one  sense, 
bo  said  to  ho  a  history  of  resumption.  Continuing  I  said  : 

“  And  now,  follow-citizens,  this  brings  mo  to  tho  question  upon  which 
there  is  so  much  diversity  of  opinion,  ho  many  strange  delusions,  and  that  is 
tho  quostion  of  specie  payments.  Whnt  do  we  mean  b}'  this  phrase  ?  Is  it, 
that  wo  uro  to  have  no  pnpor  moiioy  in  circulation?  Jfso,  J  am  as  much 
opposed  to  it  as  any  of  you.  Is  it  that  wo  arc  to  retiro  our  groonbaolc  circu¬ 
lation  ?  If  so,  1  am  opposed  to  it  and  have  often  so  said.  What  1  mean 
by  spooio  payments  is  simply  that  paper  moiioy  ought  to  be  made  equal  to 
coin,  so  that  when  you  roonivo  it,  it  will  buy  as  nmol)  beef,  corn  or  clothing 

“  Now  the  importance  of  this  cannot  Im  overestimated.  A  depreciated 
pnpor  money  cheats  and  robs  every  man  who  roooivos  it,  of  a  portion  of  tho 
rownrd  of  his  labor  or  production,  and,  in  all  times,  it  has  boon  troated  by 
statesmen  as  ono  of  tho  groatost  ovils  that  oan  befall  a  pooplo.  Thoro  nro  times 
when  such  monoy  is  unavoidable,  ns  during  war  or  groat  publio  calamity, 
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on  mid  after  Hint  diito,  and  for  that  purjaiao  lio  is  authorized  to  uso  all 
tho  surplus  ruvonuo,  and  to  soil  bonds  of  tho  United  Statos  bearing  four, 
four  and  a  half,  and  llvo  per  oont.  inlurest,  at  par  in  coin,  ft  is  this  law, 
culled  tho  resumption  act,  now  so  lunch  discussed  in  the  papors,  that  imposes 
upon  tho  olllco  1  hold  most  didieult  and  important  duties,  and  without  reply¬ 
ing  to  any  attacks  mado  upon  mo,  1  am  anxious  to  convoy  to  you  personally, 
what  I  laivo  done,  and  what  I  must  do,  in  obedioncu  to  tho  provisions  of  this 
not.  It  is  said  that  the  law  is  defective,  bill,  if  the  groat  objoot  and  poliuy 
of  tho  law  is  right.,  tho  machinery  of  the  law  uould  easily  bo  changed  by 
1  fongross.  That  resumption  can  bu  secured,  and  ought  to  be  aoenred,  under 
this  law,  it  will  bo  my  purpnso  to  show  you,  and  1  shall  not  hositato  to  point 
out  such  defects  in  the  law  as  have  occurred  to  mo  in  its  oxocution. 

“ Thoro  aro  two  inodes  of  resumption;  one  is  to  diminish  tho  amount  of 
notes  to  bo  redeemed,  which  mode  is  commonly  called  a  contraction  of  tho 
ourronoy ;  the  ether  is  to  accumulate  coin  in  tho  treasury,  to  euablo  the  soo* 
rotary  to  maintain  tho  notes  at  par.” 

Objection  Intel  boon  nnulo  that  under  tho  Hint  modo  resump¬ 
tion  would  bo  it.  proco.su  of  convorting  a  non-intorost  boaring 
noto  into  ttn  interest  bearing  note,  and  that  was  trno,  but  what 
right  Had  wo,  as  a  nation,  ov  lmd  any  bank,  or  individual,  to 
forco  into  circulation,  as  monoy,  its  note  upon  which  it;  paid  no 
interest?  Why  ought  not  anyono  who  issued  a  promtao  to  pity 
on  demand  bo  mttdo  to  pay  it  whon  domandod,  or  pity  intorost 
thorcaftor?  What  right  luid  ho,  in  law  or  jnstico,  to  insist 
upon  maintaining  in  circulation  his  note,  which  ho  rofosod  to 
pay  according  to  his  promise,  and  which  ho  rofnscd  to  rocoivo 
in  paymont  of  a  note  bottring  intorost?  A  cortain  amount  of 
llnitod  States  notes  could  bo,  and  ought  to  bo,  maintained  at 
par  in  coin,  with  tho  aid  of  a  modorato  coin  rosorve  hold  in 
tho  troosury,  and  to  tho  oxtont  that  this  could  bo  done  tlioy 
formod  tho  host  possiblo  pupor  monoy,  a  dobt  of  tho  pooplo 
without  interest,  of  oqua]  valuo  with  coin,  and  moro  conveniont 
to  carry  and  handlo.  Boyond  Ibis  tho  issno  of  papor  monoy, 
oithev  by  the  govonnnont  or  by  banks,  was  a  dangerous  ex¬ 
ercise  of  power,  injurious  to  all  citizons,  and  should  not  con¬ 
tinue  a  single  day  boyond  tho  necossitios  that  gave  it  birth.  I 
addod : 

“Tlio  ono  prnctioal  dofoct  in  tlio  law  is,  that  tho  scorotary  iB  not  at 
liberty  to  soil  bonds  of  tlio  United  Statos  for  United  Statos  notes,  but  must 
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hull  (Item  fur  mill.  As  ruin  is  not  in  t-neulaMou  uimm^  lli**  !■«•  is 

prartioiillv  prohibited  frnm  Hnllimy  hoods  I. .  Ilm  eveept  \t\  mi  evasion 

,,f  (lif  law,  nr  tlniMii'li  privuli*  patties.  IImii'I  >  me  in  demmel  met  c  an  reudih 
lin  sold  at  |oir  in  ruin,  and  still  easier  at  par.  or  ul  u  premium,  in  l r i i'i I . - 1 1 
Stuff's  unit's.  Till*  pluress  of  Sfllins.1-  f»*r  I  * Slates  inctc-s  lift'll  lint  jpi 

fin-  before  ilia  mere  fai'l  that  limy  are  . . mdde  for  bonds  would  brinjj  (hem 

Up  tci  put*  in  min,  and  Mini  is  specie  pat  meitls. 

••  Hui  ihi>  reason  uf  Mn*  refusal  uf  t  ‘undress  in  ttxml  M«i«*  anlle-itu ,  often 

risked  of  it,  was  llml  il  would  i-Muiruri  Mu'  ratiran,  an«l  ilm  fear  uf  run 

I  motion  Iiuh  tlms  far  prevciiled  t'uiu'ie-s  finm  i'i.eulintt  Mn-  easiesi.  plainoM, 

flfld  surest  (Unde  uf  resumption.  Tu  utotd  I’unli.u-li.uc,  it  ptowded  that 
imlintud  hank  miles  lint v  la*  issued  willeml  limit  a*>  iiniuuiil,  and  that, 
will'll  issued,  I'llilod  Slates  Iinles  iiiij.dil  be  retlird  l"  llie  e\leul  uf  fulir* 
IlftliH  of  Mie  luitllc  imti's  issued.  This  was  i In.  oui\  |.|«,\ i*->ti*it  fur  i.'.leemiiij,' 
Hiiited  Stales  notes  Mint  t!uii^ress  made  nr  would  make,  ami  Mm-,  it  wn* 
HUppnmsl,  would  rednc'e  llie  Hllited  Stales  notes  In  £:|lHl,lKHI,000  before  Jan- 
uary  I,  IM7U.  The  tiehml  experiment  only  proves  tin*  f* »1 1 >  of  tin*  ery  \\o 
liiid  for  limn*  money,  mure  umuet." 

Tho  .sordini  iimilr  uf  m-mi  1111  i  1 .Mm  1  >>  sli-i' m  ■■  1 1  lit  I  iiiK  mill 
(^nidunlly.  Mil  llml.  wlii'ii  llm  limit  |i\nl  fnr  rmutitipl  inn  ultmilil 
iutIvp,  lint  Iritiumry  intglil  lm  alilo  In  ii'iliwm  mii-Ii  imlns  us 
hIuiiiIiI  lut  prosi'iiled,  In  this  ii>.H]»eel  I  lit*  Vi<.->iiiii  |  ■<  inn  url  wit.t 
an  Tull  and  lilirrnl  IIS  liiilniiu  Inngniign  rntild  rntint-  il.  Tim 
unorclury  .van  luillmrizod  In  jn-i'intte  fni'  resiiuiiil inn,  uml  fur 
l.hat  pilrptmo  hi  iim>  Urn  mirpluu  I'lwmiim  uml  si>l  1  nillmrnf  llm 
fltl'00  cIuhsoh  nf  liomlu,  nil  nf  wliifli  in  I.S7V  umv  u(  nr  ithn.u 
pur  in  c.nin.  f  Haiti :  "  Tim  pnwor  ran  lm,  miglil  In  lm,  uml  will 
ho,  nxocul.ml  if  mil,  rttpiiiilml.” 

Thin  Hptmr.h  wiih  prilili’il  in  llm  li'ittling  pu|miH  in  llm 
limit'd  Stilton  and  in  Knglund,  unit  wim  rngindi'd  liy  llm  puli 
lie  at  largo  its  u.  diudanilimi  nf  llm  |>ulicy  uf  llm  iiilmi tiisl ru - 
film,  lm  onfom.  llio  rrHiiiiipliutt  law,  wlmlnvnr  miglil  lm  llm 
r.iiri'ont  of  opiuitm  dovtdtipt'd  al,  llm  iipiuoiirliitig  tdiwl  inns, 
which, IUI  flioy  iirriiirril,  worn  guimmlly  nguinnl  llm  llupnldiriin 
|iarfy.  Tho  llonmrraUr  imrty  luttl  Ittlmit  i«isil imi  itgninul  llm 
l'osmnpl.ion  art,  in  furor  nf  1 1  it.  mdiirgt'd  is-n n<  nf  Ihiilnd  Katin* 
notOH  and  l.lio  froi.  I'tiimigo  nf  silver.  Tim  >1  i-ikcs  Iml  In  llm 
organisation  of  Inline  iiiiioiis,  wliit'lt,  llimigli  iiiili‘|ien<ti<til  nf 
political  portion,  c.liiolly  alTor.Uid  llm  llti|iiililiritn  parly  limn  in 
powor, 
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Among  many  lettora  recei  ved  by  mo,  after  tins  speech,  I  in¬ 
sert  ono  from  Mr.  Jilvarts: 

Windboh,  Vl.,  Aug.  80,  1877. 

Tim  Hon.  John  Sihckman,  Soorolury  of  tho  Tronsury. 

Dkau  Mu.  Sujouman  :  —  I  congrnlnlnto  you  upon  the  oxoolloneo  and  buo* 
ooss  of  your  spoooh  in  Oliio.  TJio  difficulty  of  tho  undertaking  justly  on- 
lumens  tlio  orodit  of  its  prosperous  troutmont. 

I  inclose  u  remonstrance  from  an  ‘Injustice’ on  the  subject  of  a  now 
nrrangomont  in  tlio  V'riii/ihty  at  tlio  customhouse.  It  was  sent  to  mo  nt 
Washington  mid  forwarded  from  there  hove.  I  know  nothing  of  its  source 
and  have  no  opinion  on  tlio  subject  of  tlio  supposed  project. 

Tlio  Piusidont’a  visit  1ms  pleased  llio  people  in  Now  England  amazingly. 
1  hopo  to  sou  you  all  iu  'Washington  early  next  wook. 

1  am  vory  truly  yours,  W.u.  M.  Kvahtk. 

On  the  14th  of  Soptoinhnv,  1H77,  T  .sent  to  lion.  Rtiuiloy 
Mabthows  the  following  loUov,  giving  my  viow  of  llio  position 
taken  by  Oonoral  Ewing  and  Mr.  ikmdlotcm  : 

“At  Iho  request  of  (xouorul  Robinson  I  have  directed  to  yon,  in  llio  cmro 
of  Bioklmm,  a  numbor  of  dooinnonls  for  roforonoo  in  your  dobiito  with 
Ewing,  and  ns  Robinson  says  you  wish  mo  to  nmlco  suggestions,  T  venture 
to  do  so,  but  without  any  eoiilldonoo  that  thoy  can  bo  of  assistance,  though 
tlmy  can  do  no  harm. 

“Tlio  most  bimolloiul  ihmiieial  not  of  llio  administration  is  llio  reduction 
of  Iho  interest  on  (ho  public  dobl.  Tho  amount  nlroudy  acoomplinhod  ia 
Htatod  in  my  jirintod  sponoli.  Tho  rapidity  of  this  process  doponds  ontiroly 
upon  tho  orodit  of  llio  govornmonl.  Ewing’s  policy  would  destroy  our 
orodit  and  stop  tlio  procums.  Tho  vory  doubts  oroalod  by  him  and  Poudlo- 
lon  have  already  damaged  tho  govornmonl  very  largely.  Oonfldonoo  is  so 
sonsitivo  that  wlion  prominont  moil  liko  Kwiug  ami  HondloUm  talk  as  thoy 
do,  tho  injury  m  inimodiato. 

“Thowholo  difference  between  (ho  ununnit  of  silver  and  gold  at  this 
niomont  in  eight  per  cent.,  so  that  tho  payment  of  llio  debt  in  silver  would 
lesson  tho  burden  of  tho  debt  oiglil  por  emit.,  but  under  tho  funding  opera¬ 
tions,  which  would  bo  ontiroly  destroyed  by  anything  that  alurmod  llio 
market, wo  nro  enabled  (o  suvo  thirty- throe  per  coni.  "Whatever  may  bo  our 
right  to  pay  our  bonds,  either  in  greenbacks  or  in  silver,  this  question  of 
oxpodionoy,  us  you  vory  properly  said  in  ono  of  your  speeches,  is  to  bo 
considered  apart  from  tho  question  of  logal  powor. 

“Refunding  would  go  on  with  greatly  accelerated  speed  if  wo  could  si'll 
bonds  for  greenbacks.  Wo  mako  discrimination  against  tlio  greenbacks  by 
rofusing  to  lalco  them  in  payment  of  bonds.  If  I  lmd  llio  power  lo  sell 
bonds  for  greenbacks  T  could  nmlco  groonbuoks  oqual  to  coin  with  scarooly 
a  poroopliblo  change.  Tlml  is  tho  advice  of  tho  most  saguoioua  mon  in  Iho 


country.  I  know  it.  Thoro  is  talk  about  tho  bondholder  being  a  privi¬ 
leged  person.  Ho  ought  to  be  so  no  longer,  and  tho  moment  that  a  bond 
oould  be  bought  with  currency  at  par  in  gold,  all  discrimination  in  favor  of 
the  bondholder  would  disappear. 

“The  differences  among  Republicans  about  silvor  will  be  settled  by  tho 
uso  of  the  silver  dollar  to  tho  oxlenl  that  it  can  bo  kept  in  circulation  at  par 
with  greenbacks,  and  is  a  pure  question  of  detail.  Tho  difference  in  the 
Democratic  party  about  interconvertible  curronoy  is  vital,  and  Kwings 
dootrino  overthrows  tho  whole  Democratic  theory  of  finance  beforo  tho  wav. 

“The  existence  of  the  national  banks  is  a  quoslion  simply  of  policy  not  a 
question  of  principle.  The  right  conferred  upon  banks  to  issue  circulation 
is  not  conferred  for  their  profit,  but  for  tho  public  convenience,  and  all 
Republicans  can  agree  that  that  right  should  never  bn  permitted  to  oxist 
except  when  it  is  for  the  public  convenience.  Tho  oflico  of  bank  notes  is 
simply  to  supply  the  obb  and  flow  of  currency  mado  necessary  by  the  wants 
of  business.  The  United  States  cannot  lend  United  Stales  notes,  and 
therefore  cannot  meet  this  want.  Ewing  proposes  to  destroy  the  whole 
national  bank  systoni,  interwoven  with  all  the  business  of  tho  country.  I 
send  you  the  last  statement  of  the  national  banks.  You  call  vory  easily 
show  the  effect  upon  the  reviving  industry  of  tho  country  of  the  withdrawal 
of  those  loans  and  disturbing  a  1 1  this  business.  As  at  present  organized 
the  circulation  is  the  vital  thing,  and  if  the  bonds  hold  by  tho  banks  to 
secure  circulation  woro  thrown  upon  the  market,  it  would  stop  funding  and 
compel  also  the  withdrawal  of  loans,  and  create  distress  compared  with 
which  our  present  troubles  are  mere  moonshine. 

"1  ani  afraid  you  will  think  1  am  going  on  to  make  a  speech  for  you,  so  T 
will  slop  abruptly,  with  the  promise  that  if  I  can  furnish  you  any  documents 
or  information  that  may  be  of  service  to  you  I  will  do  so  with  pleasure. 


“I  inoloso  tho  last  statement  of  the  national  banks  containing  many 
points  that  may  be  of  use. 

“Upon  the  question  of  resumption  I  beliove  wo  aro  all  agreed  that  it 
must  come,  and  that  tlu;  only  standard  value  is  gold  or  silvor  coin.  Tim 
time  and  maimer  are  the  points  of  disagreement.  Ewing  is  opposed  to  all 
resumption,  but  believes  in  printing  a  dollar  and  saying  it  is  a  dollar,  while 
all  the  world  would  know  that  the  declaration  is  a  lie.  The  fact  that  we 
have  advanced  the  greenbacks  six  por  cent,  in  one  year,  by  tho  movements 
made,  under  tho  resumption  uel,  shows  that  it  is  working  pretty  well.  1  send 
yon  a  statement  showing  the  ohanged  condition  in  a  year  of  our  finances. 

“  While  the  people  differ  about  the  resumption  act  there  is  time  to  change 
it  if  it  needs  change,  but  Ewing  would  go  back  and  commence  the  process 
over  again.  I  am  disposed  to  be  toloranl  about  differences  on  tho  resump¬ 
tion  act,  for  1  think  it  will  demonstrate  its  success  or  failure  beforo  Congress 
is  likely  to  tamper  with  it.” 


(In  Inn  'Jlsl  nf  Si>  [i(  i  •  mi  I  u>i-  I  wrnln  In  (li'imml  .1.  N.  Unliiiisnii 
I lin  fullnw  iiijr  Ii'IIit,  nvini'ing  m,v  imunly  ns  In  llm  I'nsnll.  nl' 
I  In'  mu  miss  in  (Hi  in,  ns  il  was  I  In'll  I'niiil  iii-f  ml ; 

"  I  urn  *m  iln'i'lv  imjiivHsi'il  with  llm  im|i«.i(im«<iM.r  llm  niinjini^ii  in  1  Jliio 
tlmt  il  mulm**  iin>  niii’iiH y  ninl  n-sllosH  iliul  I  runimt  |iuilii'i|niti'  in  il. 

•*  Wlml  u  nm^nilltM'iit  rluinm  llm  Ummlilmuu  liiulv  iu  Oliiu  umv  lmw,  uul 


nlHrinl  'lntii'H.  !  run  mi 
Inst  tin'  mlviintii^ 


Tin*  cli’rlinit  in  (lliio,  in  I  li'fiilii1)'.  rr.sulf  ml  m  l.jio  di'fi'ii.i  of 
W  il  limn  II.  Wnsl,  Ki'inililii'iin,  fin' gnvnnini',  nut  inly  mi  niTimiil. 
if  liis  imsilinii  its  In  lullin'  iiiiiuiis,  Iml  lin  ilmilil  nlsn  limuisn 
iif  a  fnnling  nf  n|i|msil iuu  iigniiml.  llm  nl»iini|>l inn  nf  spiinin 
intymi'iils.  Kii'liiinl  M.  His)in|i,  llmnni'ral,  wns  nlis'lni)  gm’- 
I'mni',  iv itli  a  I li'iniMTiil in  Ingislalnrn  in  Imlli  Imini'lii's,  wliii'li 
■mlmi’i|iinnl ly  nlnt'lml  llniit'gn  II,  I'nnillnlim  its  Uuilnil  Minion 


A  8*  Mu  i  *•  r .  f  •  I- .  *  »,• 

l(  IhmUMIU*  iU-Ci'"  MU  \  f»*t  Mai'S  I'd*  .  s-t.  t  .»  Imui 

Hum  uf  mu  iMToiild  *»:!  Ms*-  M«, 

imuy  hill  ui  Mu*  |iiuu«»u>  M-,. 

\\  il.H  j*vntutl  Ult  Mill  is  Ms  s  i{  Mm'*,  I N ,  i  * 
viummI  miiMl  llu*  I.1M1  i*l  iviuU-i  n(t.> 

lltt'l  Mil  1  hi*  lluv  1  Is*-  .Nr -lisi*-’  M  -.a- 

»*Kh*1  iitli  uf  TUumiv*  \N  .  l»uv,  »•?  Mti  ,!■ 

fniijunr,  lllul  Siuimn)  .1,  U.*n>tU!ii.  s9  1  i  u*:* 
IVimKvl\*«mu.  \vn«  i'*l  >’|4'«ikfr  i l»»  !!.»?&  . 
uf  wiVi*itl«*eii  uvi*r  V  t  ».u  in-M,  * Iu*  jo,5.' 

TIm1  lif  Min  |‘|r  *|«|*'Ul  w*  <  .•nUui  I 

rirt’imiHl win**  r««nin«i- l*»t|  utMi  Mu*  taiS-mru  >4  Mu 
#XPm  Ui  |irtivitlo  fur  Mu*  Mif*|*nr1  «*1  Mu*  units 
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deficiencies  in  appropriations  required  for  the  government,  the 
President  stating  that  as  contain  acts  of  Congress,  providing 
for  reports  of  the  government  officials,  required  their  submis¬ 
sion  at  the  regular  annual  session,  lie  deferred  until  that  time 
any  further  reference  to  subjects  of  public  interest. 

Congress,  however,  not  being  confined  in  its  powers,  and 
having  full  jurisdiction  of  all  legislative  questions,  proceeded 
at  once  to  discuss  financial  questions  and  especially  the  meas¬ 
ures  taken  for  the  resumption  of  specie  paymouts.  No  less 
than  four  bills  wore  introduced  in  the  Senate  and  fourteen 
in  the  House,  providing  for  tho  repeal,  in  whole  or  in  part,  of 
the  act  for  tho  resumption  of  specie  payments.  One  of  these 
bills  was  reported  from  the  committco  on  banking  and  cur¬ 
rency,  by  Mr.  Ewing,  on  the  81st.  of  October.  It  was  tho  subject 
of  debate  during  tho  remaining  period  of  the  session,  and 
finally  passed  the  House  on  the  23rd  of  November,  by  tho  voto 
of  133  yeas  and  120  nays.  It  repoalod  all  that  part  of  tho 
resumption  act  which  authorized  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas¬ 
ury  to  dispose  of  United  States  bonds,  and  to  redeem  and  can¬ 
cel  the  greenback  currency,  or  practically  all  the  resumption 
act  except,  tiro  clauses  for  the  substitution  of  silver  coin  for 
fractional  currency.  It  was  sent  to  tire  Senate  on  the  26th  of 
November,  and  referred  to  tho  committee  on  finance.  No  ac¬ 
tion  was  taken  upon  it  during  that  session,  which  adjourned 
on  tiro  3rd  of  December.  The  regular  session  convened  on 
tire  same  day,  with  this  bill  still  pending  in  the  committco  on 
finance.  On  tho  17th  of  April,  1878,  Mr.  Ferry,  from  that  com¬ 
mittee,  reported  back  the  bill  with  an  amendment  to  strike 
out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert  new  matter.  After 
a  long  debate  ending  on  the  13th  of  Juno,  the  following 
amendment  was  adopted  as  a  substitute  for  Mr.  Ferry's  amend¬ 
ment,  by  a  vote  of  yeas  30,  nays  29  : 

“That  From  and  after  the  passage  of  tliis  net  United  States  notes  shall 
bo  receivable  the  same  as  coin  in  payment  for  the  four  por  cent,  bonds  now 
authorized  by  law  to  be  issued ;  and  on  and  after  Ootobor  1,  1878,  said 
notes  shall  be  receivable  for  duties  on  imports.” 

The  bill,  as  amended,  passed  the  Senate  hy  a  large  major¬ 
ity.  In  this  form  it  had  no  proper  relevancy  to  the  bill  as  it 


ust  I  (Hi  >4  .t 

11  m*  in  Hm  (Ma¬ 


un*  M  of  J iltllt'ttt  |*l 

ilt4ml«  Hi  !i«rli  Ml  t 
an  -  ulhut-m  io  lla'-  n 
‘iiua’  Uii*  !'■?  Ml 
I  lei4  IIJm* 

iif  \ i'ha  HI,  imv 't  \  W 


i*\i*rimvn  vrln  wnuM  nm-  *».  M.- 

tumlO  inh'rfi'n*  « il Si  Ho-  »*  4  ft  88#  Iw«SK  tr-!1  Mu 
nfforl  \\ im  in  rniitiiiftp  s  Hm8  >1  »• 

wil is  w  Sml  Hit*  llmi-vo  « mi h  tlf-' » -"u  Ss. «-  1 
I  sm  ,Ui-I  H-iK'iu  j.,i  « •  », 

A  lutgi*  jmrl  tif  Um*  njt|M»m*Mn  w;o 
hmujilimi  ii4*l  vutMt  Hnjml»ln*»«si  < 

imliliniii*  Tim  l»fiiiMS.«iii"  j^rH  hunt,  I 
provimi*  in  il«»  luliiii^  mfllfcM  1,  fM*i'ut»^|  ,1  iikt 
uuil,  wish  Hm  uni  of  it  few  I{«'jmMt> *u 


nl-  .IUKX  SIIKHMAN, 

" ^smsslDtrli  "  prorlmUr.s,  hud  IIki  nmltoi  of  Mm  Sonalo  on  Mm 
liiiitui’iiil  ipmsliou. 

Tliis  imliliciil  I'niidil  inti 'm  Mm  full  of  IH77  UmhIimI  lo  pmvmil; 
Uir  Nidi'  id  four  per  fiMil.  Itomls  nflor  llm  rlnso  of  Mm  popular 
loan.  My  o/llciid  rosTcspnsidriii’H  wild  meudierH  of  Mm  nyndi- 
i'uti',  mid  willi  M i'.  1 ‘omiiil ,  pulilinlii'd  liynrdnrof  llm  lltaiMOnf 
linpH’scidul ivi's  in  llm  vnlmim  ° Spi't'iM  Kcsumpl imi  uiul 
liidiuidin^  of  Him  N ill  ioiml  Hfld,"  shows  fully  llm  I'lm-nosl,  offnH. 
irriulo  liy  tin*  I  (i  si*  1 1  Mm  four  per  nod .  hoods.  This  whs  suhths* 
ful  lu  it  rdijfhl  di'^ii'i'  in  Aliens!  it  ml  KfpIfiuhtT,  hid  suit's  worn 
mdislunliully  Nimpt'iult'd  uflor  llml  dull*,  milil  jl.  lii'rmim  iimni- 
fiv*<|  llml  llm  lun  Honsrs  could  mil  njrnm  upon  llm  repeal  of  llm 
lemiiiiplinn  uel.or  Mm  ri'inoiud izal ion  id  silver.  The  Mi  real- 
fimd  meuune  lnr  Mm  free  roiimpf  id  silver.  mid  llif  rear  llml 
I  Ilf  IhhmI-i  would  In*  [mill  in  si|\er  mill  less  viilniililn  {linn  Mm 
puld  min  pii id  for  llifin,  leaded,  morn  limn  llm  nlTt nl .s  lo  repeal 
I  lu*  if  <11111  pi  iou  nrl ,  (o  pivvctil  I  ho  Nn  (n  id  bonds. 

Wliilf  ul  Mnmlifld.  in  Au^asl,  I  wrole  lo  Mr,  Coiimif,  in 

I  .niidoli,  us  follows  ; 

M  \  V‘i  o  i.i ■,  1 1 1 1 j t * ,  AiijtiikI  IS,  IS77. 

1  0  Ml  '1  II  I'hSIM  \  Mill-  li'lt.'l'  of  I  III’  I  ill  Will  fnlWIlulinl  In  III  I'  lll'l'O, 

I  1 1 * •  l i •  i ■  wli.il  \mii  -n\  iihuiii  tin*  rnl|*i,  Init  you  imitl  ri'iui'inlii'r  l lint  mi!  nf 
111*’  n.i|i-t  i »f  fniii  p-'i  ivnl,  Iiiiinli  wn  muM  pruviiln  II vo  inillinim  ^nlil  fur  i-unli 
>>f  (lu-  iu"iiil.‘i  ..r  Si'pli'tiiliiT  uinl  ISi'iulnM-,  mi  llml  for  tmi  inilltium  nf  linmln 
lino!  )»•  mm  i  ill)**.  I  nfmnM  iMfi'n/Jwl  \mi  i> f  Him  mio/ice,  liilt  lii'tf- 

IitIi'iI  in  >ln  n*.  Indiiif  li-ioinm  Tin*  |i»irlii«n  in  Ni-w  York,  ninl  m>  ilimlil  Dm 
H'illin»  |iili|n,  Int s »*  lir. mi  n«l\ im'il  nf  it  ninl  iijjrt'i*  In  it.  Mnfil  tin*  |ni|inlni'niilj‘ 
<*i  n|itniii  i>*  |.iti'l  f"r  it  will  lie  ihllliMili  in  {iiimM  (Ini  Kiiln of  tint  fnnr  |n<r  ihhiIh., 
tml  I  li>.|.x  mi  Si'|>i"iiiln<r  Hi»  milimuill  inhiim-iini  ninl  In'  [iiimIii'iI  rupitlly, 
rill.  im*«v ••iii*'ii(  nf  Hu’  rr» ip  Imi  iilrriiilv  ruinini’liri’il.  Tim  nlrilut  m<i«niH  In  (in 
>’M'I.''I,  wait  n  In’ttiT  iiiiimij^  InlmiiMf,  ninl  nniiii'  iiilvium*  ill  fici^ht. 

Tin'  iii<<.niiit  "f  llm  trunk  litnm  finnliiniii^  mi  fmi^lit  i«  m>  cli'iii- llmt  il  in 
hk.’U  (•<  r<-Mi|{  in  n,,m»  u^rri<i'iih'ii(  Hint  will  nlninl. 

I  uirt'U*  n  mjm’im’Ii  In'll*  yi-HiiTtlnv.  which  nn  Hnul»l  will  In*  rm'ivi'il  liy  ynll 
in  ll»<  New  \  nrk  |.n|i.'fi  in  ilmt  linn*,  ninl  %vl»i*Hi  fimliiiim  huoio  i!iuI!i»|-h  ulTi-i-t* 
mi*  _p.nr  ii|i.'u!i>nf<.  It  in  Mil.niniitinlln  in  rtuifunnity  with  Hn*  ^I'noml  winli 
a <f  sln<  a<liiiiniti!ra!iiiu  nn  t* ■  linnni'inl  uffuim,  mnl  it  In*  wi<il  fur  you  In 

nail  llm  ntl"iili>.ii  nf  Hu*  !tulli«i’ltil<ln  tu  Hint  jnirt  of  it  ri'lulin^  (n  unr  Innim 
«w\  llm  Umi«  »f  o.irff«liI. 

1  inluru  nut!  w.'i’k  Im  \N'n*>liinifliin,  wln*n*  1  will  lignin  In*  liuji]iy  to  Win* 
(nim)iiii.  V«-n  truly ,  .Ions  Shkiiman,  Si'iTrinry. 
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Mr.  (Miiiuil. ms  I'nllmvx: 

Ni.w  l ’.a  i:  r,  Sr.  Swn  ms’*  I.ani-,  ) 

) K.  I’.,  I'/Niil  AM',  AnpiM  k'!l.  JN77.  ) 
l)l£AU  Mh.  SKeuinw  iiv  :  1  whs  wry  glad  indeed  to  ive.ite  your  lollor 

of  llm  Olh  umlniil.  !  lit  niiee  informed  llm  eouiraiiing  |mi li»  ^  nf  wlmt  you 
IiimI  written  in  refri'niieo  In  Mm  strike*  mul  riot*  ul  Tlm  miin  of  onr 

IhiihIh  him  not  lmon  directly  interfered  xvidi  mi  luvount  of  llm  rinK  In  fact, 
(lio  miiitirreneo  of  tin'  riola  ha*  idmeM  Ihm-ji  forgotten.  'J‘lu‘  l.mnlon  ‘Tinum,’ 
of  lhin  mornuig,  lain,  however,  revived  Mm  subject  liy  printing  a  letter  from 
itn  IMulmlolphiu  correspondent,  in  which  In*  mi>»  that  Mm  sliikeiM,  it  in 
dnul,  uro  to  got  into  politics  Mirougli  llio  organi/aliou  of  h  pniii,  to  bo  culled 
tlio  ‘  Workiiigliieu’a  parly  ; 1  mul  Im  predict*  llmt  mi'-t  liM-f  will  enino  out  of 
It  through  llm  oiuifrnl  of  Mm  stale  government*  w )ii«*li  llm  mob  clement  nniy 
gain  i  mul  llm  coimcijUeni  ciiimtiimnl  <>f  bud  laws,  lly  against 

uii|iitnl.  Anodmr  letter  in  hIho  printed  (written  by  a  Mi.  t “m molly),  by 
which  It  in  limdo  to  appear  Mail  Aiimrimi  ia  in  a  terrible  Him i i.-iul  rendition. 
TIu'Hu  two  lottora  are  niude  llm  Hubjeet  of  mi  editorial  \\ Uifh.  on  Mm  whole, 
in  not  v«ry  roinpliiueiilury  In  on,  imr  i*h l«*n l»t i'*l  («»  improve  our  eredil.  Tim 
‘Titium*  of  just  Monday's  dale  laid  mi  rMiioiinl  mi  Mm  sprreli  whinb  you 
nniMu  in  Ohio  on  l’7ida\  ln*»l.  f  send  you  n  ropv,  ami  (limit,  if  \on  mm  find 
llnm,  yon  will  lather  enjoy  reading  Mh*  arliele.  N«  hiI>  nil  of  Mm  KiigUsh 
people,  im  yon  lire  uwarr,  believe  in  llm  principle  of  •  free  hude,'  ami  it  ia 
fmt  natural  Mml  limy  should,  for  Mm  rniwon  Mml  Kiighmd  « upon  Imr 
grout  ouinnmruo  uml  Imr  nmrkel*  in  every  pint  of  llm  glob.*  for  llm  cmplny- 
imml  nnd  nmliilouinmo  of  lior  people.  People  Imre  Monk  Mud  mir  prolee- 
linnial.  IiivUTh  urn  not  only  cIi’li'iiimuliM  to  Mu’  i*i<iii)tO'H'iol  interest  of  our 
iioimlry,  1ml  Hint  tlmy  nn«  of  u  suicidal  rlmnietcr  mi  fur  n«  our  ll-ral  policy  is 
ooiumvimd.  Tlmy  think,  in  oMmr  words,  Mail  il  woiikl  In*  vastly  Letter  for 
tlm  veal  iiMoroat  of  llm  people  of  llm  I’liiled  Slate*  if  Man  would  I  nidi'  more 
ovtoiiHivoly  with  llm  people  of  Knglund.  Wlml  llm  •Time*’  editor  Iihh  to 
Huy  about,  Mm  Luliiimn  of  (rade  will  iiiuum*  you.  mul  \rt  people  liillc  about 
tlio  advantages  of  h  Laliinee  of  Imde  a*  Lein^  an  exploded  idea.  lCn^lifth 
inlorealH  a  in  Inhoriii^  to  elTi'i-l.  a  new  sreuly  wilh  (’'ranee,  uinli'r  wliieli  lnr^e 
rndiiotiomi  in  dntiea  urn  propoaei), 

I  nolo  wlmt  you  am  phataed  lo  nay  in  regard  1>»  aide*  of  limula  during 
Min  preaont  month.  With  tlm  prim  of  Imnd*  at  iln>  piv"eMi  inoiiu'nl  they 

eurmot  of  eoui-HO  Im  Hold,  Tlm  parlies  will  find  it  . . .  to  nan  ^reat 

euulioii  uk  woll  uh  mini  in  inuna^in^  Mm  nunliel,  so  a*  to  j'et  mutrol  of  it. 
Any  attempt  lo  foiee  Mm  hMo  of  ilm  Loud*  timing  Miih,  and,  I  think, 
nexl,  nionlli  will  only  opemm  l.o  keep  llm  prieo  an  liar  dial  Slmy  immiot  be 
Bold  lit  all.  I  mu  llrm  in  Mu'  lmlief  tlmt  tlm  premium  on  jpild  will  go  grad¬ 
ually  lower,  luld  tlmt  llm  liuliniea  of  triulo  in  mir  favor  will  keep  forcing  il 
down.  [  renmiu  ymir  ulmdlont  Hervaiit. 

Guam.  V,  (kiNANT. 

1  Ion,  .John  Siikjiman. 
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He  again  wrote  on  the  30th  ot  August: 

“On  Tuesday  last  a  furllior  amount  of  gold  (£130,000)  was  withdrawn 
from  Iho  Bank  of  England  for  shipmont  to  tlio  United  States,  and  for  the 
purposo  of  protecting  its  stock  of  bullion  the  bank  immediately  advanced 
its  mto  to  throo  per  cont.,  and  also  increased  tho  prico  of  American  eaglos. 

“  Great  Britain  must  obtain  From  us  this  season  a  largo  supply  of  bread- 
stuffs  and  grain,  largor  than  has  been  required  in  any  one  yoar  during 
sevoral  years  past,  and  at  highor  prioos  than  thoso  horotoforo  jiaid,  and,  in 
tho  prosont  eonditiou  of  irado  botwoen  the  two  countrios,  gold,  to  quito  an 
extent,  will  have  to  bo  sent  ovm-  in  payment  for  these  articles.  Thoreforo, 
advancing  tho  mto  of  interest  may  ehcok  for  a  time,  but  will  not  stop  aUo- 
golhor,  tho  shipmont  of  bullion,  but  it  may  attract  lmro  some  of  the  gold 
hold  by  tho  Bank  of  Franco.  Tho  bank  ralo  does  not  govern  tho  street 
rate,  and  a  furthor  advaneo  by  tho  bank,  which  it  is  very  likely  may  bo  mado, 
is  not  to  bo  considered  as  indicating  that  wo  are  to  have  a  doaror  monoy 
market.  I  inquired  to-day  of  Mr.  Morgan  and  tho  Messrs.  Bothsohild  what 
limy  thought  of  the  prospects  of  making  any  sales  during  noxt  month,  and 
tlioir  answor  was:  ‘Wait  patiently  for  tho  market  to  reouporalo.’  I  ani 
satisfied  that  good  mvostmont  soonritioa  nro  scarce  lioro  5  that  they  havoboon 
ulna  rod  from  tho  nuirkot,  and  that  ns  soon  as  tho  quosliou  of  ohcap  or  doar 
monoy  is  settled,  sales  of  tho  four  per  oonl.  consols  will  bo  resumod.  Tho 
amount  of  tho  sales  will  of  oourso  depend  upon  which  way  tho  quoslion  is 
sottlod.  There  wore  times  during  tho  placing  of  tho  five  porncnl.  and  four 
and  n  half  per  cent,  bonds  when,  as  you  are  uwaro,  opornlioas  were  sus¬ 
pended  for  quito  a  time,  tho  condition  of  the  markot  being  suoh  as  to  pro- 
vont  anything  boing  dono.  From  semi-oflioial  accounts  it  appoars  that  tho 
famine  in  India  is  a  vory  sorions  affair,  and  it  is  qnito  possible  that  largo 
sums  of  money  will  be  required  from  hero  with  which  to  purchase  supplies.” 

My  oxpcrioncc  Wins  far  convinced  mo  that  it  was  bad  public 
policy  to  coutimio  tho  salo  of  bonds  for  refunding  purposes 
through  a  syndicate  of  bankers,  the  chief  of  whom  resided  in 
London.  I  could  see  no  reason  why  this  function  could  not 
lio  performed  by  national  banks,  better  than  by  bankers  at 
home  or  abroad.  A  question  arose  whethor  tho  Secretary  of 
tho  Treasury  had  the  power  to  designate  national  banks  as 
public  depositaries  of  the  proceeds  of  bonds  sold  undor  tho  re¬ 
sumption  and  refunding  acts.  The  object  to  bo  gained  by  this 
designation  was  to  prevent  the  withdrawal  of  coin  from  circu¬ 
lation,  and  the  undue  accumulation  of  coin  in  the  treasury 
of  the  United  States.  If  the  exchange  of  one  bond  by  an¬ 
other  could  be  directly  effected  through  tho  banks  without  the 
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